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Town of Westfield Issues Proclamation
for Infant Loss Awareness Month

WESTFIELD — On October 15,
the Town of Westfield issued a proc-
lamation recognizing October as
Pregnancy and Infant Loss Aware-
ness Month on behalf of Walk In
Sunshine Charity.

“This is a huge honor,” said Lou
Magrone in a statement. “Special
thanks to Mayor Shelley Brindle for
acknowledging how important this
topic is and deciding to grant this
proclamation in the Town of
Westfield.”

Mr. Magrone said, “The first step
in reducing the amount of pregnancy
and infant loss is awareness.”

“These babies have names and it is
ok to use their names,” he said. “My
son’s name is Joseph and he rests in

Fairview Cemetery, and it is ok to
acknowledge him.”

Infant loss awareness month was
started in 1988 by President Ronald
Reagan. In 2017, 4.1 million deaths
of infants worldwide, less than one
year old, were reported by the World
Health Organization (WHO), and an
estimated 2.6 million stillborns were
reported worldwide by WHO in 2018.

Walk In Sunshine Charity tries to
bridge the gap by providing online
resources to families all around the
world and contributing financially to
families in need in the New Jersey
area. To learn more about Walk In
Sunshine Charity, please visit their
website at
www.walkinsunshinecharity.org.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
INFANT LOSS AWARENESS MONTH...At last Tuesday’s council meeting,
Mayor Shelley Brindle issues a proclamation, accepted by Lou Magrone on behalf
of Walk In Sunshine Charity, recognizing October as Pregnancy and Infant Loss
Awareness Month.
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Please Support Rob Benacchio
For Town Council

I am writing in support of Rob
Benacchio for Town Council and to
urge my First Ward neighbors to
support him too. In the years I’ve
known Rob, I’ve admired and
appreciated his genuine love of our
town and dedication to its success
and wellbeing.

I had the pleasure of sitting with
Rob for several years on the Zoning
Board of Adjustment where Rob still
serves the town as a board member.
His concise and insightful comments
during public hearings often led
directly to pragmatic solutions to
seemingly deadlocked problems.
He’s a born problem solver and his
ability to take complex situations and
boil them down to their essence
helped build bridges between people
of differing views and drive solutions.
He listens to all sides. We need these
qualities on our Town Council.

Rob’s dedication and commitment
to the town are long-standing and
well established. Rob and his wife
Michele planted roots in Westfield
over a decade ago and are raising
their three children here. In addition
to his service on the Zoning Board,
Rob has been very involved in
Westfield youth sports including
coaching flag football and girls’
basketball, softball, and soccer.

Rob’s opponent is, no doubt, a
capable and sincere person. But neither
he nor his supporters have yet, in my
view, made a good argument for voting
for him. What I’ve mostly heard from
his campaign and supporters focuses
not on what he has done, and can do,
for the town, but how he is plugged
into, and will be a willing member of,
Mayor Brindle’s team.

The mayor and her council
majority, however, have had nearly
two years to demonstrate what they
can do. In that time, we’ve seen
downtown vacancies skyrocket
(including the loss of the iconic Rialto
Theater, Victoria’s Secret and
Theresa’s restaurant); the loss of the
one-seat ride (which we just got back
thanks in large measure to
Councilman Mark LoGrippo’s
tireless efforts); an increase in car
break-ins (at least in the First Ward);
and the trashing of the well-developed
Tamaques Park field and parking
improvement plan, to name a few.
The last thing our town needs is to
further entrench the Mayor’s majority
rule. We need balance and
independence on our Town Council
now more than ever.

If elected, I have every confidence
that Rob will be that independent
voice, calling it as he sees it. He’ll
approach his responsibilities as
councilmember as he does everything
else: thoughtfully and thoroughly.
And yes, he’ll no doubt respectfully
voice his opposition from time to
time as appropriate; but he’ll also
support the mayor where it’s the right
thing to do for our town and the First
Ward. Most importantly, he’ll offer
constructive, creative, pragmatic
solutions. Rob’s a collaborative and
independent-minded bridge builder
and problem solver. He’s got my vote.
I hope he’ll have yours.

Andrew Wasserman
Westfield
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Tony LaPorta Former Democratic Town
Councilman Supports LoGrippo

Dear Neighbors, I am writing to
express my support for the re-election
of Mark LoGrippo to the Westfield
Town Council.

I first met Mark this past January at
the Martin Luther King Breakfast,
held at the Westfield Community
Center. We had a good conversation
about the Town of Westfield and
serving on the Town Council. From
there, we would bump into each other
around town often, grab a cup of
coffee together and continue our
conversation.

I'd ask people I knew in the Third
Ward about Mark, and all responses
would be the same ... extremely
positive and supportive of Mark's
service to the Town. What I heard
was, "He always gets back to me
when I contact him"..."Mark supports
road safety, improvements to our

parks and playing fields, replacement
of town trees, improving our
commute on the Raritan Valley train
Line, watching carefully how our tax
dollars are spent, improving our
downtown"..."Mark is an overall
good, honest guy."

I know Mark to be a considerate
person, not one to search for the
limelight. You won't find him at an
event only for a photo op. If he is
there, it's to work and get the job
completed. Mark is the voice of
reason, nonpartisan when it comes to
working towards the best outcome
for Westfield.

Tony LaPorta
Former Democratic Town

Councilman and Committee Member

Paid Bulletin Board
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LoGrippo Helps Stop PSE&G
Monster Power Lines

Dear Neighbors,
I want to thank Councilman

LoGrippo for his help to my family
and neighbors when we were fighting
with PSE&G related to the infamous
Reliability project. After my family
found out about this project, we
reached out to Councilman LoGrippo.

He patiently listened to our concern
and immediately pledged help as well
as gave us advice. Councilman also
joined neighbors when we visited
each household in our neighborhood
to bring awareness to residents. As
the event unfolded, Councilman
LoGrippo kept the residents informed
with updates.

When the matter came to a
satisfactory solution favoring

residents in Ward 3, we felt supported
and helped by Councilman LoGrippo
throughout the events in March/April.

Yours truly,
Jing Liu

3rd Ward Resident

Paid Bulletin Board
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Jenn Gilman: A Vote for the Future
I grew up here - attended

kindergarten at the Westfield Day
Care Center, moved on to Tamaques,
then Edison, and finally graduated
from Westfield High School in 2004.

My husband Dave and I are small
business owners, and he works nights.
During the few hours of daylight we
get together, we make the best of
them. From walking in Tamaques
Park, lunch downtown, or simply
enjoying the jazz music during
summer - everything feels like it’s
right around the corner, and that’s a
blessing.

I’ve seen the continued efforts for
diversity, inclusivity and strides taken

to uphold both. It feels like we finally
have leadership that gets it, and
celebrates it too.

The community in #Westfield has
helped build the foundation of who I
am. My prayer is that it will keep
getting better for young families, like
my husband and me, our future
children, and all the generations to
come.

Jenn is focused on the future, and
this is why she has my vote!

Alicia Fairfax Harper

Paid Bulletin Board
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Garwood Kids Benefit from
Renovated Hartman Park

I am writing this letter to express
my endorsement for the re-election
of Jen Blumenstock, Marc Lazarow,
and Russ Graham to the Garwood
Council. Specifically, I would like to
speak about how their leadership has
positively impacted our family and
the Garwood community. Starting in
2017, Councilman Lazarow and
Councilwoman Blumenstock led the
charge to revitalize Hartman Park
which was an under-utilized and
dilapidated space that had not been
updated for 30 years. They quickly
transformed the park with brand new
equipment including a special needs
sensory tunnel, play areas suitable
for multiple age groups, and ample
benches and picnic tables for parents
to more easily monitor their children.

Councilman Lazarow and
Councilwoman Blumenstock were
even able to stay within budget to
include repaving the basketball court
that was suffering from cracks and
faded lines. This was all
accomplished with more than half of
the cost funded by county grants that
were ambitiously advocated for by
Jen and Marc. When an opportunity
to apply for the same grant existed
the following year, they seized the
moment to enhance the experience at
Hartman Park to bring more shading
and to repair a broken water fountain.
These projects were eventually
implemented under the new
leadership of Councilman Russ
Graham who took over as chair of the

Buildings and Grounds Committee.
Also, Jen, Marc, and Russ have
ensured that this investment of
taxpayer dollars will be protected
with quarterly maintenance reports
by the foreman of the Garwood DPW.

Since the park re-opened this past
July, I have heard nothing but
excitement for the brand new
Hartman Park. Anytime you pass by
the park, there are tons of kids and
parents enjoying it, which was not
typical prior to the revitalization. It is
great to be able to enjoy such a fun
and safe playground with my children
in our great town of Garwood.

Knowing that this project was well
planned, implemented, and stayed
within budget shows that this team is
able to balance priorities by ensuring
Garwood residents are surrounded
with accessible and enjoyable
outdoor destinations while being
mindful of the costs. I firmly believe
that Garwood is lucky to have these
three individuals willing to continue
to look out for our community in the
years to come. Please join me on
Tuesday, November 5th in electing
Councilwoman Jen Blumenstock,
Councilman Marc Lazarow, and
Councilman Russ Graham to
Garwood Council.

Michael Ferrara
Garwood Resident

Paid Bulletin Board
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Former Garwood GOP
Councilwoman Endorses Dems

I am writing this letter in support of
the current Democratic team running
for Council that includes, Jen
Blumenstock, Marc Lazarow, and
Russ Graham.

I proudly served on Council for six
months in 2018 as an appointed
Republican. I had the pleasure of
working with Marc and Jen on the
Buildings and Grounds Committee. I
was impressed with the hard work
and dedication that Marc and Jen
demonstrated. Working together was
productive, and rewarding. Issues
were discussed, options explored, and
decisions made--teamwork at its
finest.

Throughout 2019, I have continued
to attend Council meetings. The
meetings I could not attend, I watched
on Garwood Live. My first
observation was that the meetings
are now much more civil, and show
real cooperation between Democrats
and Republicans. It is clear that party
is left at the door, and Garwood's best
interest is the only interest.

I truly appreciate Marc and Jen's
attention to details, such as making
sure the municipal budget tax bill
was flat in 2018, and only increased
$35 in 2019. The "breaking down the
budget" town halls held for the
residents required real effort, time,
and commitment to the taxpayers of
Garwood. I say this as a fiscal
conservative.

Since Russ Graham’s appointment
in January, I’ve watched him hit the
ground running as he oversaw the
new shading at Hartman Park and
monitored the quarterly maintenance
checklists of our parks. I believe
Hartman Park is an asset to Garwood
and the children that play there can
attest to that.

Having run last year, I learned
firsthand how some folks are
deflecting blame just to create more
division amongst our town. I found
the piece mailed by the Garwood

Republican Club, which
impersonated a school-publication
called “The Garwood Connection,”
disturbing, as it was riddled with
misrepresentations, misstatements,
and flat out falsehoods.

I attended the Forum at The Pointe
this past Thursday evening.  After
listening to all the candidates, it is
crystal clear that Marc, Jen and Russ
are here to work hard for Garwood,
as they have already, and will
undoubtedly continue to do so!

Running a municipality is hard
work and comes with many late hours.
That cannot be accomplished if
everyone isn't willing to work
together. A cohesive group is what
sits on the dais now and I hope to see
them continue.

This is why I encourage all
Democrats, Republicans, and
Independents alike to vote
Blumenstock, Lazarow and Graham
for honest leadership that is
dependable for real results for our
town on November 5th.

Stephanie Bianco
Former Garwood Councilwoman (R)

Paid Bulletin Board
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Letter of Endorsement for Mark Parmelee
I am writing a letter of endorsement

for Mark Parmelee for Ward 2 Town
Council. I have known Mark, his
wife Megan and their 4 children for
19 years.

My family moved to Westfield in
2000 and the Parmelee family was
one of the first families we met. We
became friends and have raised our
combined 8 children together.

Mark’s wife Megan and I ran the St
Paul’s Day School parents
organization together for 2 years and
Mark was always at every event and
beyond helpful.

At every stage of raising our
families over the last 19 years, Mark
has been involved, committed and
completely trustworthy.

Those are the exact characteristics
Westfield should be looking for in a
new councilman. I have zero doubt

that Mark will surpass everyone’s
expectations and assist our town in
positive growth and change.

Margaret Smith
913 Mountainview Circle, Westfield

Paid Bulletin Board
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