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North Hunterdon Foils Raider Gridders, 33-21
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JOHNSON, KATZ, KALNINS, ‘KORZ’ TDs; DAUTAGA FG

Cougar Footballers Ambush
Immaculata Spartans, 31-8

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defense contained the Spartans’
running game, while the offense added
more artillery to its arsenal to record
four touchdowns and a field goal
resulting in a 31-8 Cranford Cougar
victory over Immaculata at Memorial
Field in Cranford on October 4. Fine
blocking from the offensive line
allowed the 3-1 Cougars to amass 199
rushing yards and gave quarterback
Connor Katz enough time to complete
10 passes for 193 yards, which
included an 80-yard touchdown strike
to wide receiver Tom Korzeneski.

The Cougars’ “Mad-Cat” defense
sacked Spartan quarterback Pelton
Esannason five times and added six
throws for losses (TFL). Only once
did a Spartan gain more than 10 yards
on a carry when Esannason scampered
for 11 yards. With the big linemen led
by senior Patrick Blowe plugging up
the holes, the linebackers and
defensive backs recorded the bulk of
the tackles. Matt Coates was involved

in 12 tackles as was Nate Caldwell,
who had a TFL. Nick Librera was
involved in nine tackles, including a
pair of TFLs. Jake Chapman assisted
in 11 tackles, Kevin Keogh had six
tackles and Mike Kalnins was
involved in eight tackles, including a
sack and a TFL.

“We prepared all week for it. This
was our original defense that is like a
4-2. But we came out in a 3-3 which is
our defense we ran all summer. We
knew what to do. We were comfortable
and we just dominated them,” Blowe
said.

The Cougars did, however, have
difficulty with the Spartans’ bizarre
five-man shift maneuver, which did
lead to a number of off-side penalties,
especially in the first half until the
Cougars finally adjusted.

“It’s all our fault we weren’t ready
for it. We have prepared a little bit for
it but I don’t think we’ve seen it like
that, especially with the whole line
shifting but we adjusted. We had much
fewer end of the game penalties. We

fixed it and I think we did a good job
handling it overall,” Blowe said.

Esannason also was limited to just
two receptions for 13 yards in the first
half but due to necessity, he managed
to complete five of eight passes for 79
yards in the second half to total 92
yards.

After the Spartans’ first series
quickly ran out of gas, the Cougars
got the ball on the 20 and on the very
first play, Katz spotted Korzeneski
sprinting down the right sideline and
fired a bomb resulting in the 80-yard
touchdown with 8:58 on the clock.
Diar Dautaga kicked the point after
(PAT).

“Usually I know what the first play
is going to be. I didn’t know until we
went out there. Tommy ran a great
route. Mike Kalnins did a great job of
setting it up for him. It was a little bit
of a pick play. They crossed and
Tommy came open. I had to get the
ball to him. He did the rest. He outran
everybody. It was a great way to start
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three and returned to the Raider 47
where the Lions took just four plays
to add another touchdown when run-
ning back Jake Taylor scooted in from
the 12 for a 13-0 lead. The PAT failed.

Widder began to engineer another
drive from the 19 and got the ball to
the SPF 38. Then Martin broke
through into the open field but lost
control of the ball and the Lions re-
covered it on their own 39-yard line.
However on the very next play, Laylor
intercepted Solino’s long pass at the
five and returned it to midfield.

After a Raider three-and-out, the
Lions chewed up the clock and the
turf with a 15-play, 72-yard scoring

drive that ended with Taylor’s one-
yard touchdown plunge for a 19-0
lead with 5:56 left in the half. The
PAT failed.

“Throughout the first half, they kind
of killed us in the flats. They were throw-
ing quick passes and getting downfield
and moving the ball. I think if we play
another team that has this style, we got to
shift from a run stop defense to a spread
defense,” Manville said.

On the ensuing kickoff, the Raiders
caught a breath of hope when Martin
caught the ball on the right side at the
eight, hooked toward the center then
sprinted down the left sideline for his
92-yard touchdown, taking only 16
seconds off the clock. The successful
PAT made the score 19-7.

“On the kickoff return, the front
line blocked really well, opened the

gap and I just ran as fast as I could,”
Martin described.

Momentum seemed to shift a bit as
the Raiders stopped the Lions’ next
possession and were back in business
with the ball resting on their own 44.
After a five-yard penalty, Martin got
great blocking and broke free for a
31-yard gain to the Lions’ 25. How-
ever three plays later, Widder’s pass
was intercepted by Jacob Lavigne at
the 17.

The Raiders began the second half
on fire but the fire turned out to be
greatly misdirected as personal fouls,
pushing and shoving, face mask calls,
roughing the passer and unsportsman-

like penalties showered them, allow-
ing the Lions to skip down to the two-
yard line where Taylor scored to make
the score 27-7.

“I think the big word this week in
practice was focus and I think we just
need to be more focused on game day.
We need to dial in and treat it like a
work day,” Yeager stressed.

A squib kick gave the Raiders good
field possession on the 38 where
Martin found an opening and dashed
62 yards for the touchdown with 6:23
left in the third quarter.

Late in the fourth quarter the Lions
completed a six-play, 64-yard drive
when Taylor scored from the two with
3:19 remaining to make the score 33-
14. The Raiders responded with an 11-
play, 72-yard scoring drive when Widder
pitched out to Martin, who hooked into

the end zone from seven yards out.
“In the first half, we came out slow.

At halftime, we realized our mistakes
and started pushing. But then there
were the penalties, especially that big
one,” Martin said.

“I think we were pretty evenly
matched but penalties killed us, men-
tal errors but as we grow as a team, I
think we can beat a team like North
Hunterdon,” Manville said.

“I think we came out slow in the
beginning but when we realized our
mistakes and we weren’t making any
progress, we changed our direction
and we decided to fight back. This
team I know them very well. We bend

sometimes but we never break. We
are never down for the count. We are
there until the end,” Yeager expressed.

Because nearly the entire starting
team is comprised of juniors and
sophomores, the Raiders are optimis-
tic about their future.

“We are really building our founda-
tion here. Even if we don’t get what
we want some games. I think we are
moving in the right direction with
coach Holman, Kane, all the coaches
are getting us in the right place,”
Manville said.

“Being a young team I see it as one
team win can be two wins as seniors
next year because it’s one more year
where we learn how to play football
with each other,” Yeager said.
No. Hunterdon 13   6   8   6 33
Sc Pl-Fanwood   0   7   7   7 21
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TRYING TO HEAD HIM OFF AT THE PASS...Cougar defensive end Aidan Plick, No. 60, attempts to head Spartan
quarterback Pelton Esannason, No. 10, off at the pass. The Cougars defeated Immaculata, 31-8, in Cranford on October 4.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CHEWING UP THE YARDAGE...Raider junior running back Shawn Martin, No. 3, rushed for 150 yards, which included
touchdown runs of 62 yards and seven yards. He also had a 92-yard kickoff return for a touchdown.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MASSIVE SCRAMBLE AT THE NET...Blue Devil co-captain Faith Dobosiewicz, No. 17, attempts to deter Cougar Sophia
Montague, No. 16, from taking a shot at the Blue Devil goal during the game in Westfield on October 7.

Cougars Edge Blue Devils, 1-0, in Girls Soccer Clash
Cougar senior Maggie Murray scored a second-half goal to guide the Cranford High School girls soccer team to

a 1-0 victory over the Westfield Blue Devils at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on October 7.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOSE BALL NEAR THE NET...Blue Devils Mikaela Buoscio, No. 5, and Alyssa Martinez, No. 24, along with Cougars
Abby Ahern, No. 19, and Claire Ganley, No. 8, observe a loose ball near the Cranford goal area.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports


