
Page 4  Thursday, October 10, 2019 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
BUSINESS OPERATIONS

The Westfield Leader

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $44 • Two-year – $84 • Three-year – $122
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood

TIMES   Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Christina M. Hinke
EDUCATION & ARTS

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Legal Newspaper for the County of Union, New Jersey
and for Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and Garwood

Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

Policy on Political
Endorsements

The newspaper will publish politi-
cal endorsements in its online media,
available with download of the news-
paper at www.goleader.com. Submit-
tals should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com.

Those who would like their politi-
cal endorsements also published in
the printed newspaper can do so by
using the paid service at https://
w w w . g o l e a d e r . c o m / f o r m /
bulletin.htm.

We publish letters to the editor in
the printed newspaper on issues of
importance to our readers at the dis-
cretion of the editors.

Discontiuing Rahway Flood Risk
Management Feasibility Study

Major General Jeffrey L. Milhorn
Corps of Engineers
Dear General Milhorn,
This is in response to your letter of

August 30, 2019 notifying the New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) that the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers proposes to dis-
continue the Rahway Flood Risk
Management Feasibility Study, after
17 years of study and examination of
a total of 19 alternatives for protect-
ing local communities from the re-
peated flooding along the Rahway
River in Union and Essex Counties.
As explained in your letter, the prac-
ticable alternatives that meet the
Corps’ engineering and cost-benefit
standards have not been accepted by
the local communities.

First, we would like to express our
appreciation for the considerable ef-
forts that the Corps’ New York and
New England Districts have made
over the last 17 years to find viable
engineering and non-structural solu-
tions to protect homes and businesses
in the Township of Cranford and other
municipalities from repeated flood-
ing along the Rahway. The DEP does
not disagree with the Corps’ technical
feasibility and cost evaluations of the
various alternatives that have been
identified. And, we recognize the ex-
tra effort that the Corps made by
bringing in the dam experts from its
New England District and examining
five additional alternatives, after the
local community could not reach
agreement on potential solutions that
would involve the lowering of the
Orange Reservoir.

While we understand that the Corps
cannot justify significant additional

expenditure of federal funds for this
project if there is no prospect that any
of the viable alternatives will be ac-
cepted by the local jurisdictions, the
DEP has deep concern for the resi-
dents and business owners along the
Rahway who continue to face the
very serious threat of chronic flood-
ing. It is with concern for these New
Jersey residents in mind that we
strongly urge the Corps to allow the
local jurisdictions a reasonable addi-
tional amount of time to come to
agreement on a solution thatmeets the
Corps’ engineering and cost-benefit
standards.

I look forward to discussing this
matter further with you this Friday,
October 4, and am grateful that you
are taking the time to come to New
Jersey, along with Colonels Asbery
and Conde, to explain the Corps’ fi-
nal analysis and conclusions to the
representatives of the affected com-
munities.

We thank you for the Corps’ con-
siderable efforts to assist the resi-
dents of New Jersey with this serious
flood threat and appreciate your con-
sideration of our request.

Catherine R. McCabe, DEP
c: Senator Robert Menendez
Senator Cory Booker
Rep. Donald M. Payne, Jr.
Rep. Mikie Sherrill
Rep. Albia Sires
Rep. Tom Malinowski
Joseph DiVincenzo, Jr.
Edward Oatman, Union County
Patrick Giblin, Mayor Cranford
Mayors Council,
Shawn LaTourette DEP
Dave Rosenblatt DEP

Stopping USACE Rahway River Flood
Mitigation Study Not An Option

Mayors from communities along
Rahway River, and county officials,
met with officials from DEP and
USACE in Trenton on Friday, Octo-
ber 4 to discuss the status of the
Rahway River Flood Mitigation Plan.
Since 2013, 19 different alternatives
have been evaluated and several ad-
ditional options are now under con-
sideration. The effort is to find an
acceptable plan to mitigate the type
of damages that results from major
storms like Irene the resulted in $100
million damages.

The communities pushed hard at
the meeting for USACE and NJDEP
to extend the flood mitigation study,
give communities more time to come
to consensus, and that USACE should
utilize the authority it has to extend it
to enable these activities to proceed.
Strong outpouring of letters were
made available from the local af-
fected communities, Union County,
Essex County and federal legislative
representatives.

All elected officials from the im-
pacted towns, the counties and the
federal and state legislative delega-
tions are united that no action is not
an option and are going to keep press-
ing to find a solution that both the
State of NJ and the federal agencies
can support and help fund.

A federal-state project would be
funded 65 percent federal and 25
percent state funding with local sup-
port at 10 percent. The Rahway River

Flood Mitigation Plan had a recom-
mended plan that reached consensus
in 2017 but the US Army Corps of
Engineers raised a new policy about
using forecasts, which required the
process to go back to the drawing
board.

The Mayors were gratified that fed-
eral elected officials have been re-
sponsive, in writing and in person,
pushing for more time for the local
communities to work together on a
plan and not to terminate it.

USACE made the case for why
they want to end the study based on
the federal law’s requirements that
studies happen in three years, and
without a more specific plan currently
that has buy in from all communities.
Twice before the study timetable has
been extended.

The affected communities hope to
get more information on additional
questions raised at the briefing, in-
cluding availability of additional fund-
ing for USACE to work with the
communities. Mayors Council
Rahway River Watershed Flood Con-
trol stated “NJDEP needs to be an
aggressive advocate for the affected
communities and enable these activi-
ties to proceed. To that end, staff and
a department priority was announced
by the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection Commis-
sioner Catherine McCabe.

Dan Aschenbach, Cranford

Westfield Didn’t Need Master Plan to Reset Downtown
With her most recent Letter to the

Editor, submitted to local print, digital,
and social media September 17, 2019,
Mayor Brindle has claimed that we in
Westfield are “victims” that have been
“complacent” and that our “downtown
problem, will of course now take time to
reverse.” Mayor Brindle then proceeded
with her letter, providing us with the
same information found in Addendum
One of the Initial Report of Research and
Recommendations submitted to then
Mayor Skibitsky by the Mayor’s Down-
town Task Force (DTF) September 26,
2017, (specifically pages 7 and 8, under
section titled Additional Information).

With the town-wide meeting to sum-
marize the Town of Westfield Master
Plan Reexamination this past October 2,
2019, Mayor Brindle and H2M, the con-
sultant preparing the Master Plan Reex-
amination Report, presented a power point
deck to the public that looked a lot like the
power point deck prepared by LRK Con-
sultants April 4, 2017. That deck was
used that same evening by DTF Chair-
man William Heinbokel to present the
Initial Report of Research and Recom-
mendations to then Mayor Skibitsky and
that town council. Both documents pro-
vide an interested person with the exact
same information, yet only the latter is
available to the public for consideration.
It is unfortunate that the policy recom-
mendations that brought the Lion’s Roar
Brewing Company to Westfield cannot
be considered by an interested party. It is
also unfortunate that the most transparent
administration in the history of Westfield,
NJ is unable make the formal policy of a

previous administration accessible to
anyone interested in the public context
“for how we got here.”

Those also fortunate to have had “a
front seat to the evolution of our chang-
ing town,” yet used our seat to positively
engage our community over the past de-
cade or two, have already seen a lot of
their time wasted by the priorities of
Shelley Brindle. As expected, Mayor
Brindle’s consultant agrees with consult-
ant previously advising the DTF. All those
consultants probably went to the same
schools and attended the same trade
shows. The expert advice didn’t change,
one expert to the other.

Those also fortunate to be in front seat
with Shelley have to wonder what hap-
pened to the time and money spent con-
firming what the downtown revitaliza-
tion specialists from two years ago al-
ready told us, and whether the social and
partisan priorities of the current adminis-
tration got in the way of employing the
critical near-term recommendations made
by the non-partisan DTF in these subse-
quent two years. We needed the master
plan reexamination to comply with New
Jersey state laws. We didn’t need a master
plan reexamination to reset the economic
table downtown.

If we were indeed waiting for Mayor
Brindle and the input from 783 of our
neighbors, about 2.5 percent of Westfield
participated in the efforts of the DTF and
about 2.5 percent of Westfield collabo-
rated with Shelley’s more inclusive ef-
fort. Admittedly, I did not participate in
the latest master plan surveys because I
didn’t believe the solutions industry ex-

perts were recommending for downtowns
like Westfield would change in two and
a half years, and because I did not need
the social capital credits that Mayor
Brindle uses to feed to her 20/20 dragon.

Always welcome to act herself, and
contribute her own expert skills and genu-
ine advice to Westfield these past 25
years, Shelley Brindle contributed little
from the front row seat her first 23 years
in town. Between first moving to
Westfield and her evening at town hall on
January 24, 2017, citizen Brindle’s only
engagement with the town was to offer
the dais her disingenuous complaints to
go along with her 20/20 vision; not her
advice, not her expertise, not even her
vote was cast from her front seat.

Over these last two years, the mayor
has used her elected opportunity plan-
ning parties, attending protests, and pro-
moting an agenda of social activism.
Those also fortunate to have a front seat
with Shelley Brindle to the reality of our
downtown problem also remain “opti-
mistic and steadfast,” yet have seen little
in the form of action that puts forward our
confidence Mayor Brindle understands
the priorities of Westfield “at its most
pivotal moment today.”

Edward Stellingwerf, Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Zaddick – In Judaism, a righteous

and just man
2. Cheongsam – Chinese high-necked,

closefitting dress with the skirt part way
up the sides

3. Abdal – A Mohammedan fanatic
4. Pomology – The art or science of

raising fruit

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual.
If you get three – word expert. If you get all
four – You must have a lot of free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

MACROGNATHIC
1. Having a very large cranium, with

reference to body size
2. Sharpness of the tongue, as with

lizards and snakes
3. Having very long jaws
4. Overly boisterous; very loud

HIPPIATRY
1. The practice of treating the diseases

of horses
2. A stable for horses and animals
3. The study of medicine
4. The practice of treating bone disor-

ders
DAUW

1. To starve or die of hunger
2. A miser
3. A South Aftican Zebra
4.  A maggot

TEEST
1. A light, rounded helmet with a visor
2. A scam or a hoax
3. Charred wick of a candle
4. A small anvil

While National Politics Dominate,
We Have Races to Decide Nov. 5

New Jersey Schools Should Close
For General, Primary Elections

The tumultuous climate in our nation’s capital
right now, and the seeming daily twists and turns
within the 2020 Presidential race, are, not surpris-
ingly, garnering the lion’s share of media and public
attention.

Nevertheless, the 2019 General Election is less
than four weeks away. Come November 5, we will be
asked to decide contests at the state, county and
municipal levels, including government and board
of education races.

National politics may dominate the headlines,
especially with the President battling calls for im-
peachment, but we also emphasize the importance of
elections being held this year. The victors will have
a hand in addressing myriad issues that affect all of
us, transcending political allegiance.

On the municipal front, residents and retailers are
concerned with property taxes, the economic viabil-
ity of their business districts, quality of education
and town services, among other matters. Addition-
ally, multiple towns within our readership area cur-
rently are involved in major redevelopment efforts.
Concerns among the public remain over the impact
certain large-scale projects will have on the commu-

nities they call home.
Decisions made by elected local, county and state

officials affect all of these categories and more. We
therefore owe it to ourselves as constituents to learn
as much as possible about those who represent us,
or aspire to, and their platforms and ideas. As
always, we want to make the most informed deci-
sions we can at the polls.

Locally this year, there are competitive races for
seats on the governing body and board of education
in Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood and Westfield, plus
a Mountainside mayoral race. There additionally are
competitive races for Union County Freeholder,
Surrogate and for State Assembly in the 21st and
22nd Legislative Districts.

With so much playing out on the national stage
right now, and the spotlight already on 2020, voters’
eyes can easily be diverted from the current cam-
paign season. We should indeed pay close attention
to critical events occurring at the highest levels of
our government today; they will shape the course of
our country going forward. Let us do our best,
however, to keep Election Year 2019 in our field of
vision as well.

In light of the school shootings that have occurred
across our nation since the late 1990s with Colum-
bine High School in Colorado, school districts have
been increasing security, including having more
school resource officers, restricting entry to build-
ings when school is in session and conducting active
shooter drills. Yet, here in New Jersey, many schools
do not close for General and Primary Elections. With
no security checks allowed for the voting public, this
enables people to enter polling places located in
schools without any verification of identification.

The next option is to require schools to close
during these elections. To that end, state legislation,
Senate Bill 3846 and Assembly Bill 5716, have been
introduced in Trenton. The Senate bill has been
referred to the Senate Education Committee while
the Assembly bill has been referred to the Assembly
Education Committee.

“The [Union County Board of Elections (UC BOE)]
has historically made use of public schools as polling
places without any interruption in the functioning of
the schools. The election board certainly considers
any concerns of the boards of education involving the
safety of school children and staff. Further, as the case
has always been, the board is available to address any
specific concerns the boards of education may have
about Election Day use of the schools as polling
locations, such as ingress and egress issues, traffic
concerns and, of course, specific safety concerns,”
Union County Board of Elections Administrator Nicole
DiRado said in a letter (see page 5) to the county’s
legislative representatives in Trenton.

“However, there is, of course, a risk involved with
allowing unidentified persons into the schools. Many
schools are starting to recognize this safety issue and
have made adjustments to their school calendars to

either close the schools entirely or allow for a profes-
sional in service day. UC BOE fully supports closing
the schools on Primary and General Election Days
and would request that the schools consider an
adjustment starting with the Presidential Primary in
2020, if not sooner,” according to the letter.

Currently, 264 of Union County’s polling places
are located in schools. The elections board is work-
ing to move as many as possible out of schools. This
year, nine voting districts have been moved out of
four schools. Just last year, several voting districts
were moved from Westfield High School to the
Westfield Armory across the street. In some cases
where voting occurs in schools, it takes place in a
gymnasium, which has limited access for voters to
enter and exit, thus preventing them from entering
other areas of the school. This occurs here in Westfield
in the Edison Intermediate School and Wilson El-
ementary School gyms. Eight of Cranford’s polling
locations are in gyms and/or auditoriums. Four of
Scotch Plains’ 10 polling locations are in schools.
None of Garwood’s four voting districts or Fanwood’s
seven districts are located in schools (no public
schools are located in Fanwood), while four of
Mountainside’s districts are located at Deerfield
Elementary School.

Locally, Cranford schools will be closed for the
General and Primary Elections this school year while
Mountainside, Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Westfield
schools will have an early dismissal for the General
Election in November. All local school districts are
open for the Primary except Cranford.

We believe the only way to ensure the safety of
children is to close schools for both the General and
Primary Elections. An alternative would be to move
the Primary to late June after schools are closed.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth (908) 527-4200

Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org
Bette Kowalski, chair
bkowalski@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
sdelia@ucnj.org


