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LEADER IN SLOVAKIA...Irene and Chip Weiss of Cranford visit Irene’s
ancestral homeland, Bratislava, Slovakia, with their copy of The Westfield Leader.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STAYING HEALTHY...Saturday's annual health and wellness fair in Scotch
Plains offered flu shots, car seat checks, screenings and other health information.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING ROSE CHECCHIO...Mayor Alexander Smith spoke at a
wine-and-cheese event last Friday at Scotch Hills Country Club to raise money for
a meditation garden in memory of Councilwoman Rose Checchio.

body see anything wrong with
this?,” the board ended the min-
utes-long hearing and approved the
swimming pool.

A third application scheduled for
last week — by Archana Parmar
and Chandra Sarkar to construct a
detached garage at their home at
1630 Raritan Road — was put off
until the board’s Thursday, Novem-
ber 7 meeting.

close during elections, to which she
responded that three towns will close
for the 2019 General Election and
the 2020 Primary Election. They are
Elizabeth, Cranford and Hillside.

“Most (school districts) are open
[during] the Primary. Half are closed
for the General (Election). Some
have half days,” she responded. A
letter (see page 5) she sent to the
county’s state delegation shows that
11 school districts will be closed on
Election Day with another six clos-
ing early, but only the three districts
above will be closed for the June
Primary Election, with one district
closing early.

Ms. DiRado and the Board of
Elections also supports Senate Bill
5726, which would raise the pay for
poll workers to $300 per election.

The rate is currently $200. She said
the last increase was in 2001, when
the rate was $100. Poll workers
report to the polling locations at
5:15 a.m. and stay until they close at
8 p.m.

In other business, the board con-
sidered resolutions at its agenda-
setting meeting on October 3 for
tonight’s meeting, including con-
curring with Westfield for installa-
tion of a solar-powered crosswalk
system at the intersections of South
Avenue at Cacciola Place and West
Broad Street and Palsted Avenue,
and to concur with Cranford on its
ordinance designating South Avenue
East from the Garden State Park-
way to the Roselle line as “parking
prohibited at all times.”
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middle-school athletes, since the
schools don’t provide it, will be
important for the high-school pro-
gram,” Mr. Salvante said. A meet-
ing will be held next week to final-
ize details.

In more recreation sports news,
registration for youth wrestling is
open through Friday, October 25,
with standard pricing. The third- to
eighth-grade basketball league be-
gan signups on October 8 for resi-
dents, with non-residents able to
sign up starting today, Thursday,
October 10.

In connection to community

GOP Cand. Questions Online
Post on Fanwood PD Page

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – A few borough resi-
dents addressed the borough coun-
cil at its October agenda-setting
meeting held Monday evening at
Borough Hall.

Resident Jay Morris, a Republi-
can candidate for council, said he
was questioning the validity of a
post that had been placed on an
alleged “official borough police
page” questioning his age and his
lack of experience for the upcom-
ing council election next month.

Council members discussed look-
ing into such a post and questioned
where it could have come from.

Councilman Anthony Carter, who
is the public safety chairman on the
council and works closely with the
police department, vowed to dis-
cuss the matter immediately with
Fanwood Police Chief Richard
Trigo.

It was noted that the post has
since been taken down, but Mr.
Morris had brought a hard copy of
the communication.

Addressing the council and audi-
ence and speaking on behalf of his
son, Gary Morris then stated that he
would invite anyone to take a few
minutes to speak with his son to see
for themselves the qualities he pos-
sesses to effectively serve the bor-
ough.

“I would love for people to meet
my son, and wish people would take
a minute to find out about my son.
He has accomplished a lot already
in his young life,” Mr. Morris said.

Jay Morris is 24 years old and has
lived in the borough for 22 years.
He attended McGinn Elementary
School, Terrill Middle School,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, Union County College and
graduated from Rutgers Business
School in Newark with top honors.

He is a volunteer at the Evangel
Church in Scotch Plains and was
involved in the town’s soccer pro-
gram for 10 years.

Also running for borough council
this year are Francine Glaser and
incumbents Katherine Mitchell and
Jeffrey Banks, all of whom are
Democrats, and Republican Brian
Walter. Councilman Tom Kranz is
not seeking reelection.

In other business, borough resi-
dent Michael Lewis addressed coun-
cil members regarding moving the
school board election from Novem-
ber back to April so that people can
vote on the school budget instead of
it being automatically passed if it
falls within the 2-percent state
spending cap.

This has been an ongoing con-
cern of Mr. Lewis, as he has ad-
dressed the borough and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion several times.

Mayor Colleen Mahr told Mr.
Lewis and other members of the
audience that the governing body
had looked into what it would take
to move the election and that other

towns have done the same.
She noted that there were 14 dis-

tricts in the state that had moved
their elections back to the April
election timeframe.

Discussions of pros and cons in-
cluded an April election enabling
the public to vote on the budget and
a November election saving ap-
proximately $50,000 by eliminat-
ing the need for two elections. In
addition, it was brought up that there
is a school of thought that says more
voters turn out for the fall elections
and therefore having a November
election encourages a more success-
ful election process.

Councilwoman Erin McElroy-
Barker stated that the next step is to
talk to Scotch Plains officials to
gauge their thoughts on the matter.
Councilman Carter suggested hav-
ing an in-depth conversation at the
next Scotch Plains-Fanwood Shared
Services Committee meeting.

To conclude the meeting, council
members and the mayor shared the
news that Fanwood had won New
Jersey Monthly magazine’s title of
“Best Small Town in New Jersey.”

The next Fanwood council meet-
ing is scheduled for Monday, Octo-
ber 21, at 7 p.m., at Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall, located at 75 North
Martine Avenue.

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ANYTHING BUT PLAIN...The Township of Scotch Plains hosted its annual
Scotch Plains Day Fall Family Festival on Sunday in the downtown district on
Park Avenue. Scotch Plains Day is an event that is fun for all ages, from kids to
adults. The event included food trucks, inflatables, local organizations, family
entertainment and more.

Mike Michalisin, a former plan-
ning board member, said he did not
want the rezoning to become “pre-
cedent setting” and also questioned
the need for any rezoning. A Rob-
erts Lane resident called the rezon-
ing request “an end-run around the
community’s opposition” 13 years
ago.

Mayor Alexander Smith said the
public will be welcome to attend
and speak at the Tuesday, Novem-
ber 12 public hearing on the ordi-
nance.

In other business, at the council’s
45-minute meeting, the governing
body awarded a contract not to ex-
ceed $150,000 to Messercola Exca-
vating Inc. for loading and trans-
porting leaves during the fall leaf
pick-up program. The township’s
annual audit showed that municipal
finances are “in very, very good
shape,” according to Township
Manager Alexander Mirabella. His

comments were echoed by Bill
Swisher from the Suplee Clooney
firm that serves as the township’s
auditor. He said his firm gave the
township the highest rating avail-
able with no comments or recom-
mendations for improving any as-
pect of the township’s financial
statements.

At the start of the meeting, Coun-
cilwoman Elizabeth Stamler read a
proclamation declaring Sunday, Oc-
tober 13 as Metastatic Breast Can-
cer Awareness Day and the mayor
read a separate proclamation de-
claring October as Breast Cancer
Awareness Month.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains Council
Discuss Rt. 22 Rezoning

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
UNDER CONSTRUCTION...Work to prepare for the construction of the tempo-
rary ice rink at Gumbert Park is underway. Basketball hoops are down. This will
be the second ice hockey season in which the Town of Westfield has entered into a
six-month agreement with an ice rink operator to build a temporary ice hockey rink
at the park.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Recreation Commission
events, the Trunk or Treat event
will be held on Saturday, October
26, from 3 to 5 p.m., on Park Av-
enue. This comes in the wake of
Scotch Plains Day held this past
Sunday.

“It’s a safe event for kids to come
and trick or treat right on Park Av-
enue,” said Mr. Salvante. “Trunk or
Treat is a great event; we had over
2,500 people last year.” The event
will also host a vehicle-decorating
competition with the spookiest ve-
hicle deemed the winner. Registra-
tion is currently open for Trunk or
Treat.

Coming in May
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Health Bd. Continues Talk
On Vaping Products

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – For several
months, the Westfield Regional
Health Department has been dis-
cussing the teen-vaping epidemic
that has been growing more and
more prominent amongst middle-
and high-school-age youth.

At Monday night’s Westfield
Board of Health meeting, Board
President Dr. Lawrence Budnick
said in recent weeks stories have
circulated relating how individuals
have been killed from chemicals
present within certain vaping liq-
uids. The liquids believed to be
deadly are ones that have been as-
sociated with “black market” pro-
ducers or which were adulterated,
stated Dr. Budnick.

The board of health will be con-
sidering a town ordinance enforc-
ing vaping restrictions similar to
Morristown’s ordinance, he said.
The ordinance would place strict
age restrictions on vaping products,
allowing them to be purchased only
by customers age 21 years or older,
stated Westfield Regional Health
Department Director Megan
Avallone. The legal age to buy nico-
tine products in New Jersey is 21.

The sale of vaping nicotine prod-
ucts would be permitted in smoke-
shop settings or specified establish-
ments dealing solely in the prod-
ucts, Ms. Avallone explained.

She said the prevailing philoso-
phy is that establishments that mar-
ket vaping-related products directly
to the public or that specialize in
such a market will be more vigilant
in enforcing age requirements. Ms.
Avallone said the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department, in con-
junction with the Westfield Police
Department, has fined businesses

that have sold to minors in “con-
trolled purchases,” when an under-
age consumer is specifically sent
into a store to solicit an age-re-
stricted tobacco product.

Amazon and other online distribu-
tors, working with federal and state
legislators, have started enforcing
stricter online delivery standards
for online vape product purchases,
Ms. Avallone said.

Ms. Avallone said all tobacco-
related products are beginning to be
required to receive a verified age-
appropriate signer upon delivery.
She said proposed procedures tight-
ening online purchase identity veri-
fication will reduce children receiv-
ing vaporizers or vaping products
secondhand.

In addition to addressing vaping,
the board of health will meet with
the owners of Fiamma Wood Fired
Pizza restaurant to discuss recent
health-code violations, stated Ms.
Avallone. Fiamma’s owners will be
present at November’s meeting for
an official board hearing, where a
fine could be implemented or tem-
porary closure enforced, stated Ms.
Avallone.

The board is working alongside
the Mayor’s Wellness Committee
and will begin addressing the corre-
lation between mental illness and
gun violence, stated Board of Health
member Elizabeth Talmont. She said
it is worth noting the role of guns in
correlated issues such as suicide
and domestic-abuse situations.

The health department has applied
for state grants, which can total up to
$95,000, stated Ms. Avallone. She
said any grant amount received by the
health department will be utilized in
public-private efforts to deter the
spread of communicable diseases and
to proliferate education on communi-
cable diseases.

She said the funds could help pro-
vide treatment or resources to those
who otherwise could not afford such
treatments. The funds could allow
charitable organizations, govern-
ment agencies and private organi-
zations partnered with public orga-
nizations to prepare for future un-
foreseen communicable disease
outbreaks.

A grant amount has not yet been
awarded, stated Ms. Avallone. Up-
dates will be provided at the No-
vember meeting.
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Arrest Made for
Burglary, Attempted

Theft of Vehicle
WESTFIELD – Westfield Police

Chief Christopher Battiloro has an-
nounced the arrest of Quinn
Mayweather, 21, of East Orange for
burglary and attempted theft of a
motor vehicle (both third-degree
crimes), which occurred on Tues-
day, October 1, at approximately
2:41 p.m.

Westfield Police responded to a
report from the vehicle’s owner that,
upon approaching her parked ve-
hicle on Mountainview Terrace,
Mayweather was present inside of
the car.

Mayweather was additionally
charged with criminal sexual con-
tact (a fourth-degree crime) for in-
appropriately grabbing the vehicle’s
female owner after she confronted
him while present in her vehicle. He
was then located by Mountainside
Police walking on Mountain Av-
enue in the area of Tanglewood
Lane, where he was subsequently
arrested by the Westfield Police.

Mayweather was transported to
the Westfield Police Department,
where he was processed, served with
a complaint-warrant, and commit-
ted to the Union County jail in Eliza-
beth.

Mayweather will be subject to a
first appearance hearing in state Su-
perior Court within 48 hours to de-
termine if pre-trial release from cus-
tody or continued detention is ap-
propriate.
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County Supports Closing
Schools on Election Day


