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LEADER IN SLOVAKIA...Irene and Chip Weiss of Cranford visit Irene’s
ancestral homeland, Bratislava, Slovakia, with their copy of The Westfield Leader.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
THE FARLEY FAMILY...The Farley Family gathers to accept the induction of
their family into the Westfield Hall mof Fame on September 27 at Ferraro's
Restaurant  in Westfield. Katherine Farley was board chair of Lincoln Center for
the Performing Arts and also served on the board of the New York Philharmonic.
Currently, she is senior managing director of Tishman Speyer. Thomas Farley, a
pediatrician, was New York City Health Commissioner.

Rahway River Parkway Historic Dis-
trict; Staten Island Railroad Historic
District; Sunny Acres Historic Dis-
trict; Union County Park System His-
toric District.

Shirley Gazsi, a trustee of the Cran-
ford Historical Society, said during
public comment that Cranford is at a
“tipping point” in preservation of his-
torical buildings and districts, and the
society she said “would like to work
with you on this.”
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Cranford PB
close during elections to which she
responded that three towns will close
for the 2019 General Election and the
2020 Primary Election. They are
Elizabeth, Cranford and Hillside.

“Most (school districts) are open
[during] the Primary. Half are closed
for the General (Election). Some
have half days,” she responded. A
letter (see page 5)  she sent to the
county’s state delegation shows that
11 school districts will be closed on
Election Day with another six clos-
ing early, but only the three districts
above will be closed for the June
Primary Election, with one district
closing early.

Ms. DiRado and the Board of Elec-
tions also supports Senate Bill 5726,
which would raise the pay for poll
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County Freeholders
workers to $300 per election. The
rate is currently $200. She said the
last increase was in 2001, when the
rate was $100. Poll workers report to
the polling locations at 5:15 a.m. and
stay until they close at 8 p.m.

In other business, the board con-
sidered resolutions at its agenda-set-
ting meeting on October 3 for tonight’s
meeting, including concurring with
Westfield for installation of a solar-
powered crosswalk system at the in-
tersections of South Avenue at
Cacciola Place and West Broad Street
and Palsted Avenue, and to concur
with Cranford on its ordinance desig-
nating South Avenue East from the
Garden State Parkway to the Roselle
line as “parking prohibited at all
times.”

Betty Lynch, ABR, SRES
Broker / Sales Associate
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prepared with a temporary valet
parking solution to assist business
patrons and surrounding businesses’
patrons.

Xocolatz is a Westfield business
serving residents for multiple genera-
tions, stated Mr. Chaves.

“We have seen young children come
into the business when we first opened.
Now they are older and still come in,”
Mr. Chaves said.

Mr. Chaves said the private party
room would allow the business to
serve a changing market, one where
customers prefer space where a pri-
vate party can be held on special
occasions to celebrate birthdays or
other significant events amongst
friends and family.

“Terrific idea with the party room
concept. There is a market for it.
Much different than a closed-off res-
taurant section,” planning board mem-
ber Ann Freedman said.

Ms. Freedman said a private room
with a casual setting is not as common
amongst Westfield eateries as one
may assume, making Mr. Chaves’ de-
sign a niche fit.

Mr. Chaves said Xocolatz custom-
ers have traveled from as far as Alaska,
including expanses within the United
States as far as California and Florida,
to try the restaurant’s food. Often the
far-away customers have traveled to
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Westfield Planning Board
the area to visit family, choosing
Xocolatz as the first restaurant they
try, he added.

“Every customer is greeted with a
smile and a handshake. Each (cus-
tomer) treated with courtesy,” Mr.
Chaves said.

The restaurant basement’s redesign
is set to help carry Xocolatz into a
new era while keeping Westfield busi-
nesses competitive, stated Mr.
Chaves.

“I want to keep my restaurant one
which people travel to Westfield to
try,” Mr. Chaves said.

A second applicant chose to review
the architectural design on the pro-
posed mixed-use three-story office
space located at 440 North Avenue
East.

Planning board member Anastasia
Harrison said the board had reserva-
tions with the building’s architectural
layout, which was no longer repre-
sentative to the existing board’s de-
sign standards. She said the architec-
tural layout was similar to an archi-
tectural layout proposed nine years
earlier by the building’s owner.

“We will not let the planning board
design the building. However, the
board feedback is important and will
be considered by the applicant,” the
applicant’s attorney, Joseph Triarsi,
said.

ter months approaching. With any
potential storage solutions in the mas-
ter plan far off in the future, the stor-
age containers have become the
commission’s and town’s short-term
remedy for storing sporting equip-
ment.

Councilman Michael Dardia, who
represents the second ward and is
the town council’s representative on
the commission, commented on resi-
dents’ concerns regarding the slow
timetable in getting details surround-
ing the parks master plan.

Mr. Dardia pointed to a “priority
survey” done by a consultant firm,
which created a community survey
measuring what residents are look-
ing for, whether it be bike paths, turf
fields or other recreational-related
additions that could find their way
into the master plan.

According to Mr. Dardia, the find-
ings would be completed by Wednes-
day, October 23, with information
surrounding the study being shared
with the public in some form of which
Mr. Dardia did not specify.

“On October 23, when the sub-
committee reconvenes, we will have
more answers,” Mr. Dardia said.

He did attempt to assuage con-
cerns voiced by residents who want
to see new and upgraded fields re-
flecting a standard befitting
Westfield.

“We know there is a tremendous
need for accessibility and more
fields. Whether they are turf, lighted
or grass, we need the space for these
kids,” Mr. Dardia said.

Although much of the
commission’s discussion revolved
around future planning and storage,
the night’s most pressing concerns
came from Sean Smith, a father with
multiple kids playing sports in
Westfield. His concerns revolved
around the basic state of and safety
of the fields.

“Walk your fields, walk Tamaques
right now. You can play basketball
on it because it’s concrete. There’s
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Recreation Commission
no grass; it’s all weeds,” said Mr.
Smith. “It looks green for two weeks,
but for the rest of the year it’s mud
and dirt.”

He spoke about flag football and
the hundreds of participating kids,
two of whom, according to Mr. Smith,
sustained injuries and had to be car-
ried off the field.

“One kid I know for a fact has a
concussion, and that’s not because
he hit heads with another child, but
because his head hit the ground,”
Mr. Smith said.

Mr. Smith said he would outline
further frustrations across the town,
such as a lack of bathrooms, and
rebuked the town for what he char-
acterized as paying lip service to
more fields and greater accessibil-
ity, while the current fields suffer.

“We are very proud as citizens; we
have our children wearing uniforms
with a ‘W’ supposedly telling people
they’re from a town called
‘Bestfield,’” said Mr. Smith. “While
I know we want to increase field
space, you’re not even maintaining
the field space you have while you’re
going through this process.

The commission acknowledged
the poor state of the fields, com-
menting that members had walked
around the town’s fields and observed
the conditions. The commission
emphasized that maintenance of the
fields also falls under the responsi-
bilities of the Department of Public
Works (DPW). While the commis-
sion reiterated that it was not de-
flecting responsibility for the poor
state of the fields, it is limited in
what it can do, but pledged to work
with the DPW and take action.

“Our immediate plan is to meet
with DPW (Director) Greg O’Neil
and walk the fields with Greg and
have him come up with an immedi-
ate plan to bring them [the fields] up
to a quality Westfield can be proud
of, and then a long-term plan to im-
prove and maintain them,” Mr. Fox
said.

Council to Hold Hearing
On Rt. 22 Property Rezoning

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
CAMPAIGN KICKOFF...The Westfield United Fund Board of Trustees and
friends gathered on Saturday for an Oktoberfest-style event and to give thanks to
their loyal donors. The event was held at the  Westfield home of Carrie and Nico
Sumas. Pictured, from left to right, are: John Dokko, Jed Kelly, Abigail Mulligan,
and Mijee Shin.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Neighborhood
residents are expected to attend the
township council’s public hearing next
month on an ordinance that will rezone
a piece of property on Route 22.

S&G Fuel 2650 LLC, which oper-
ates a gasoline station and service cen-
ter at the wedge-shaped lot at 2650
Route 22 that is adjacent to Mountain
Avenue, is seeking the zoning change.
In July, the planning board endorsed
the zoning change from R-Residential
to B-Business. Board Chairman Jo-
seph Doyle noted then that the property
has been designed an R2 zone “for a
long time” and said the type of business
that’s been there — a series of gas
stations over the years — has always
been a conditional use, meaning that an
proposed expansion of the property
would need to be approved by the plan-
ning board.

At the council’s conference meeting
last Wednesday, four residents living
near the property spoke in opposition
to the ordinance, with John Lama, a
Rolling Knolls Road homeowner,
noted that the site has been a gas
station for years and said he did not
understand why the zoning is being
changed. He recalled that in 2006, the
owners at the time had sought to ex-
pand and upgrade the property but
vocal protests from neighborhood resi-
dents led the zoning board of adjust-
ment to deny the application.

Mike Michalisin, a former planning
board member, said he did not want the
rezoning to become “precedent set-
ting” and also questioned the need for
any rezoning. A Roberts Lane resident
called the rezoning request “an end-run
around the community’s opposition”
13 years ago.

Mayor Alexander Smith said the
public will be welcome to attend and
speak at the Tuesday, November 12
public hearing on the ordinance.

In other business, at the council’s 45-
minute meeting, the governing body
awarded a contract not to exceed
$150,000 to Messercola Excavating
Inc. for loading and transporting leaves
during the fall leaf pick-up program.
The township’s annual audit showed
that municipal finances are “in very,
very good shape,” according to Town-
ship Manager Alexander Mirabella. His
comments were echoed by Bill Swisher
from the Suplee Clooney firm that serves
as the township’s auditor. He said his
firm gave the township the highest rat-
ing available with no comments or rec-
ommendations for improving any as-
pect of the township’s financial state-
ments.

At the start of the meeting, Council-
woman Elizabeth Stamler read a proc-
lamation declaring Sunday, October 13
as Metastatic Breast Cancer Awareness
Day and the mayor read a separate
proclamation declaring October as
Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

Health Bd. Continues Talk
On Vaping Products

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – For several
months, the Westfield Regional
Health Department has been dis-
cussing the teen-vaping epidemic
that has been growing more and
more prominent amongst middle-
and high-school-age youth.

At Monday night’s Westfield
Board of Health meeting, Board
President Dr. Lawrence Budnick
said in recent weeks stories have
circulated relating how individuals
have been killed from chemicals
present within certain vaping liq-
uids. The liquids believed to be
deadly are ones that have been as-
sociated with “black market” pro-
ducers or which were adulterated,
stated Dr. Budnick.

The board of health will be con-
sidering a town ordinance enforc-
ing vaping restrictions similar to
Morristown’s ordinance, he said.
The ordinance would place strict
age restrictions on vaping products,
allowing them to be purchased only
by customers age 21 years or older,
stated Westfield Regional Health
Department Director Megan
Avallone. The legal age to buy nico-
tine products in New Jersey is 21.

The sale of vaping nicotine prod-
ucts would be permitted in smoke-
shop settings or specified establish-
ments dealing solely in the prod-
ucts, Ms. Avallone explained.

She said the prevailing philoso-
phy is that establishments that mar-
ket vaping-related products directly
to the public or that specialize in
such a market will be more vigilant
in enforcing age requirements. Ms.
Avallone said the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department, in con-
junction with the Westfield Police
Department, has fined businesses
that have sold to minors in “con-
trolled purchases,” when an under-
age consumer is specifically sent
into a store to solicit an age-re-
stricted tobacco product.

Amazon and other online distribu-
tors, working with federal and state
legislators, have started enforcing

stricter online delivery standards
for online vape product purchases,
Ms. Avallone said.

Ms. Avallone said all tobacco-
related products are beginning to be
required to receive a verified age-
appropriate signer upon delivery.
She said proposed procedures tight-
ening online purchase identity veri-
fication will reduce children receiv-
ing vaporizers or vaping products
secondhand.

In addition to addressing vaping,
the board of health will meet with
the owners of Fiamma Wood Fired
Pizza restaurant to discuss recent
health-code violations, stated Ms.
Avallone. Fiamma’s owners will be
present at November’s meeting for
an official board hearing, where a
fine could be implemented or tem-
porary closure enforced, stated Ms.
Avallone.

The board is working alongside
the Mayor’s Wellness Committee
and will begin addressing the corre-
lation between mental illness and
gun violence, stated Board of Health
member Elizabeth Talmont. She said
it is worth noting the role of guns in
correlated issues such as suicide
and domestic-abuse situations.

The health department has ap-
plied for state grants, which can
total up to $95,000, stated Ms.
Avallone. She said any grant amount
received by the health department
will be utilized in public-private
efforts to deter the spread of com-
municable diseases and to prolifer-
ate education on communicable dis-
eases.

She said the funds could help pro-
vide treatment or resources to those
who otherwise could not afford such
treatments. The funds could allow
charitable organizations, govern-
ment agencies and private organi-
zations partnered with public orga-
nizations to prepare for future un-
foreseen communicable disease
outbreaks.

A grant amount has not yet been
awarded, stated Ms. Avallone. Up-
dates will be provided at the No-
vember meeting.

All Six Garwood Candidates
To Appear at Oct. 17 Forum
GARWOOD – The six candidates

for seats on the Garwood Borough
Council are set to discuss the
municipality’s challenges and outline
their visions for its future on Thurs-
day, October 17, at the eighth annual
Pointe Forum at the The Pointe con-
dominium complex between Maple
and Chestnut Streets.

Garwood voters are invited to at-
tend the session and are being encour-
aged to propose questions to be raised
there. The meeting will begin at 7:30
p.m. in the condominium clubhouse.
Questions may be sent to
PointeForum@gmail.com.

The Democratic candidates, all in-
cumbents, are Jen Blumenstock, Marc
Lazarow and Russ Graham. The Re-
publicans, all newcomers to elective
office, are Bill Bellomo, Joe Nicastro
and Victor Stevens.

Mr. Bellomo, an Army veteran and
the son of an Elizabeth fire captain,
has been a Garwood resident for six
years. He serves on the board of the
Garwood Little League and coaches
baseball and soccer. He is a profes-
sional in IT project management.

Ms. Blumenstock has served as
Department of Public Works (DPW)
commissioner, senior citizen liaison
and a finance committee member dur-
ing her term on the council. She is a
member of the PTA, the Education
Foundation of Garwood and the Lions
Club, as well as the Union County
Commission on the Status of Women.
A Rutgers University graduate, she
also holds a teaching degree from
William Paterson University.

Mr. Graham, a member of the coun-
cil for a year, leads its buildings and
grounds committee and serves on the
laws and licenses committee. A former
member of the Garwood Board of
Education, he is a graduate of Raritan
Valley Community College and a U.S.
Navy veteran. He recently retired after
working for 27 years in the HVAC
industry and is a substitute teacher at

the Lincoln School.
Mr. Lazarow has been chairman of

the council’s finance and buildings and
grounds committees and a member of
its police and fire committees. A teacher
at Edison Intermediate School in
Westfield, he is a vice-president of the
Westfield Education Association. He is
also active in the Education Foundation
of Garwood. A graduate of the College
of New Jersey, he holds a master’s
degree from Kean University.

Mr. Nicastro, a Garwood resident
for five years, works at the Berkeley
Heights DPW. He is active in his local
church and volunteers in the veterans’
community.

Mr. Stevens has lived in Garwood
for more than 30 years. He has volun-
teered on the Garwood First Aid Squad
and led efforts to raise money for
children with special needs. He is an
officer of the Cranford Elks Club and
a former president of the Elks Motor-
cycle Club.

“We believe strongly that the voters
have a right to hear the facts before
election day,” said Christine Spear, the
president of The Pointe’s condo-
minium board. “That’s why, every year
since 2012, we’ve opened our club-
house for this important event. We
hope our Garwood neighbors will take
advantage of this opportunity.”

Light refreshments will be served
after the formal discussion. Parking is
available in the large lot behind the
commercial buildings on North Av-
enue between Maple and Chestnut
Streets. A stairway leads from the lot to
the clubhouse.

Arrest Made for
Burglary, Attempted

Theft of Vehicle
WESTFIELD – Westfield Police

Chief Christopher Battiloro has an-
nounced the arrest of Quinn
Mayweather, 21, of East Orange for
burglary and attempted theft of a
motor vehicle (both third-degree
crimes), which occurred on Tuesday,
October 1, at approximately 2:41 p.m.

Westfield Police responded to a re-
port from the vehicle’s owner that, upon
approaching her parked vehicle on
Mountainview Terrace, Mayweather
was present inside of the car.

Mayweather was additionally
charged with criminal sexual contact
(a fourth-degree crime) for inappro-
priately grabbing the vehicle’s female
owner after she confronted him while
present in her vehicle. He was then
located by Mountainside Police walk-
ing on Mountain Avenue in the area of
Tanglewood Lane, where he was sub-
sequently arrested by the Westfield
Police.

Mayweather was transported to the
Westfield Police Department, where
he was processed, served with a com-
plaint-warrant, and committed to the
Union County jail in Elizabeth.

Mayweather will be subject to a first
appearance hearing in state Superior
Court within 48 hours to determine if
pre-trial release from custody or con-
tinued detention is appropriate.


