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Sparking the Mind
Tuesdays at the J from 11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

Join us at the JCC for an opportunity to learn, discuss and be part of a stimulating community. For adults of all ages. 

Fact vs. Fiction in Historical Musicals – Sept/Oct  •  From Bach to Sinatra – Oct/Nov  •  Great Museum Exhibits – Jan/Feb

For information, contact Alison Rivlin at 908-889-8800 x260 or arivlin@jccnj.org.

1391 Martine Ave
Scotch Plains
www.jccnj.org
908-889-8800

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING ROBERT E. BREWSTER...The Brewster family was on
hand for the induction of Robert E. Brewster into the Westfield Hall of Fame. The
induction ceremony was held September 27 at Ferraro's Restaurant in Westfield.
Mr. Brewster, who passed away in 2010, founded and managed the Westfield
Basketball Clinic and served on the recreation commission for 10 years.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
UNDER CONSTRUCTION...Work to prepare for the construction of the tempo-
rary ice rink at Gumbert Park is underway. Basketball hoops are down. This will
be the second ice hockey season the Town of Westfield has entered into a six-month
agreement with an ice rink operator to build a temporary ice hockey rink at the park.

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
A FUN EVENING...The Westfield United Fund Board of Trustees and friends
gathered on Saturday, October 5 for an Oktoberfest-style event and to give thanks
to their loyal donors. The event was held at the Westfield home of Carrie and Nico
Sumas. Pictured, from left to right, are: Darren and Kristie Mass, United Fund
Executive Director Deirdre Gelinne, Beth and Dan Saad.

Courtesy of Robert Tarte
A DAY TO BE ITALIAN...Westfield held a Columbus Day ceremony on Sunday at the Westfield Train Station on Sunday
where Sam Della Fera, a former Westfield councilman, was honored as grand marshal. Pictured, from left to right, are: Rocco
Buonomo, president Westfield Italian American Club; Richard Esposito, president Greater Westfield UNICO; Westfield
Mayor Shelley Brindle; Grand Marshal Della Fera; Senator Tom Kean (R-21st, Westfield); Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz
(R-21st, Summit); Assembly Republican Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield); Robert J. Tarte, trustee,
UNICO Foundation Inc.; Robert DiBiase, chair, New Jersey Heritage Commission, and Anthony Bengivenga, district
governor, UNICO District X. The Columbus Day Ceremony took place on October 6, at the Westfield Train Station.  Sam
Della Fera, former Westfield Councilman was honored as Grand Marshall.

Historic Pres.  Element
Proposed For Master Plan
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Historic Pres-
ervation Advisory Board is seeking
to add a Historic Preservation Ele-
ment to the municipality’s master plan.

“Most towns have a historical ele-
ment in the master plan and it would
be healthy for Cranford to have it as
well,” Sarah Oliver, a member of the
advisory board, said at the planning
board’s workshop session last
Wednesday.

The way in which the board has
drafted the element was so it could be
used as guidance by the planning and
the zoning boards and other township
boards and committees in making
decisions, rather than dictate how
property owners can develop a prop-
erty considered historic in some way,
the advisory board members con-
firmed.

Historic Preservation Advisory
Board member Steve Saltzman said
there are properties listed in the His-
toric Preservation Element that are
already deemed historic, as well as
properties that could be potentially
deemed historic.

The planning board had inquired
about the roundhouse, a brick build-
ing where the Department of Public
Works operates and stores and ser-
vices its fleet of vehicles, located on
North Avenue where Elizabeth Av-
enue intersects.

The Cranford roundhouse, dated
1913, originally serviced locomotives
and is one of only two said to be left
in New Jersey, according to Cranford
Radio.

Planning Board Chairperson
Kathleen Murray said to remove the
roundhouse off the list of historic
properties within the Historic Preser-
vation Element.

The roundhouse had already been
listed as being historic by the State of

New Jersey, through a Phase 1 report,
which is an inventory-level report,
said Teresa Bulger, a member of the
advisory board.

There are some “issues” with the
building that the township would need
to address, Mayor Patrick Giblin said
of the roundhouse.

The planning board’s attorney,
Jonathan Drill, had some concerns
that by having the roundhouse on the
list of historic structures that it could
mean the township would have a
“moral obligation” to follow the his-
toric guidelines regarding any up-
dates or repairs the municipality may
need to do.

“The property is a key-contribut-
ing resource in the Central Railroad
of NJ Mainline Historic District, and
is individually eligible under Crite-
rion C as a rare surviving example of
a once common railroad property
type,” according to the Historic Pres-
ervation Advisory Board Cranford
Historic Resources Survey, dated
November 2016.

According to the Historic Preser-
vation office of New Jersey, Cranford
Township has the following proper-
ties on the New Jersey and National
Registers of Historic Places: Central
Railroad of New Jersey Main Line
Corridor Historic District, including
all associated features; Crane-Phillips
House; Cranford Masonic Lodge;
Droescher’s Mill; Lincoln Avenue/
High Street over Rahway River;
Droescher’s Mill Bridge; First Pres-
byterian Church; Entire Garden State
Parkway right-of-way; Garden State
Parkway Historic District; Lehigh
Valley Railroad Historic District;
North Cranford Historic District,
roughly bounded by Willow Street,
Springfield Avenue, Rahway River,
Central Avenue, Day Plaza, Orange
Avenue, Holly and West Holly Streets;

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

County to Support Closing
Schools on Election Days

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders are expected to vote to-
night to support state legislation that
would close schools in New Jersey
during Primary and General Elec-
tions due to security concerns.

The Freeholders voted at their Sep-
tember 26 meeting to accept federal
Help America Vote Act (HAVA) grants
to improve Americans With Disabili-
ties Act (ADA) compliance at Or-
ange Avenue School in Cranford and
Frank K. Hehnly School in Clark.
The Cranford grant is for $5,374 and
the Clark grant is for $21,900.

Union County Board of Elections

Administrator Nicole DiRado last
week said the HAVA grants provide
funds for cybersecurity as well ADA
compliance.

She said the money will enable
Clark to install a concrete ramp with
hand rails at Hehnly School while
Cranford will use the money in install
modular ramps and curb cutouts at
the Orange Avenue School.

Ms. DiRado said the federal
government’s Department of Justice
has been visiting Union County and
other counties’ polling places, “to in-
vestigate the ADA compliance at poll-
ing places.”

“They continue to find deficien-
cies. A lot of them we can address

with temporary measures. But, of
course, they are only looking at defi-
ciencies on Election Day, when really
the larger problem is access all year
round, not just two days a year,” Ms.
DiRado said. “We are doing what we
can with temporary measures in terms
of modular ramps at other polling
places, (and) mats if there are big
cracks in the sidewalks or parking
lots.”

Freeholder Chris Hudak said his
concern is that school districts are
putting an emphasis on new security
yet people are allowed into school
buildings to vote with no checks.

Ms. Dirado said the Board of Elec-
tions is “actively looking for other
locations to move (polling places)
out of schools.” She said already in
2019 it has have moved nine voting
districts out of four schools.

“You cannot ask for ID on Election
Day because people are voting. Any-
body can walk into the schools. I
think it is a serious issue,” she said,
adding she “fully supports” bills in
the Legislature that would close
schools during Primary and General
Elections. The bills are Senate Bill
3846 and Assembly Bill 5716.

She said currently “pursuant to
(state) statute it’s up to the municipal-
ity and the school district as far as
what they want to do and how they
really need to do it.”

“My counterparts have been ask-
ing for this legislation for years,” Ms.
DiRado said. “It (closing schools on
election days) can be done. Elizabeth
did it. Elizabeth is the [largest] dis-
trict in the county,” she said.

She said locating polling places in
school gyms helps as there is a single
access point “to and from the gym
only...so you don’t have to go down
the hallway.”

Freeholder Al Mirabella asked Ms.
DiRado how many school districts

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Planning Bd. OK’s Private
Party Room for Xocolatz

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Xocolatz Restau-
rant and Grill was unanimously ap-
proved at Monday’s planning board
hearing to convert a 441-square-
foot portion of an existing base-
ment into a private party room. The
restaurant has operated for over 17
years at the 235 Elmer Street loca-
tion, stated Xocolatz owner Jamie
Chaves. He said the entertainment
space will be designed for intimate-
setting events such as birthday par-
ties.

The Westfield land use ordinance
requires 53 parking spaces, while
only 11 parking spaces were pro-
posed in Xocolatz’s plan, the
applicant’s attorney, Stephen Hehl,
said. Mr. Chaves said Xocolatz is a
popular Westfield business, which
has community roots for almost two
decades. However, “the good old
days” when customers would line
up through the door to try the food
for the first time “are no longer.”

The restaurant remains frequented
by Westfield residents and non-resi-
dents alike, but often the patron
flow is varied, allowing for a varied
parking demand, Mr. Chaves said.

“It would be foolish to turn away
business,” said Mr. Chaves in re-
sponse to whether the business
would limit the small room to eve-
nings and weekends only.

Xocolatz employees “all take”
mass transportation when commut-
ing to work, stated Mr. Chaves, sug-
gesting the restaurant’s servers and
cooks would not have an impact on
parking demand.

Planning Board Chairman Rob-
ert Newell said the planning board,
after conducting further research
and observations, affirmed the busi-
ness owner would not be mandated
to implement valet parking to ad-
dress parking concerns.

However, Mr. Chaves said for a
busier gathering during a busy sea-
son, if necessary, the restaurant was

Rec. Panel Discusses Storage
Space, State of Town Parks
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By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The recreation
commission took steps last Wednes-
day night to approve the use of an
additional storage container for the
storage of lacrosse equipment at the
Houlihan/Sid Fay Fields for the
Westfield Lacrosse Club.

This comes in the wake of uncer-
tainty surrounding what the parks
master plan will contain, specifically

if the pending document will have a
solution for the lack of storage for
many sports teams across Westfield,
including the lacrosse club.

Gary Fox, chairman of the com-
mission, emphasized the need to “set
some guidelines” when approving
future storage containers, with the
commission agreeing to draft policy
in connection to the usage and ap-
proval of storage containers.

Those containers, including 20-foot

and 40-foot units, are increasingly
being utilized across town and set in
parking lots to make up for a lack of
facilities capable of storing and pro-
tecting the equipment used by differ-
ent recreational sports.

For residents involved in sports
like lacrosse, storage containers are
needed immediately in order to pro-
tect equipment from vandalism and
weather damage with the colder win-

Letters -- “Red Meat, Multivitamins”
by Stephen L. DeFelice, M.D.,
Westfield; “Resident Endorses
Garwood Dems For Reelection” by
Laura Schilare, Garwood; “Transpor-
tation Taxes Are For Roads and
Bridges” by Patricia Quattrocchi,
Clark; “No More Excuses. It’s Time to
Fix NJ Transit” by Steve Sweeney.

Government -- “Union County
Freeholders Dedicate Charlotte
DeFilippo Park in Hillside.”

Community -- Westfield United
Fund Octoberfest.

Education -- EFG to Hold Scholar-
ship Fundraiser with Wine Tasting;
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Westfield Students’ Art on Display at
Addams Exhibit; “Guys Night of Sing-
ing” with GrooveBarbers at WHS;
Christina Sloan of Westfield Named
to Dean’s List At Providence Col-
lege; WHS seniors achieve perfect
score on August 2019 SAT.

Sports -- Raider Gymnasts Capture
1st at Cougar Invitational; North
Hunterdon Lions Foil Raider
Gridders, 33-21; Westfield Blue Dev-
ils Trample Elizabeth Footballers, 34-
12; Cougar Footballers Ambush
Immaculata Spartans, 31-8; Cougars
Edge Blue Devils, 1-0, in Girls Soc-
cer Clash.


