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Ken Zierler for The Wesfield Leader
MARTIN WALLBERG MEMORIAL DRIVE...American Legion honorary representatives and Westfield Mayor Shelley
Brindle gather to officially dedicate Crossway Place as Martin Wallberg Memorial Drive during the Martin Wallberg
American Legion Post 3 Centennial Celebration on Saturday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
THANK YOU, SPONSORS...These kids promote the sponsors for this past
weekend’s Feast of Saint Michaels in Cranford.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
ROCK’N AND ROLLING...Live music was on the agenda all afternoon at
Sunday's Rockin' the Reservation concert at the Watchung Reservation.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
STATE OFFICIALS...State Assembly Republican Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield) and Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-21st, Summit) visited
The Westfield Leader on Friday to discuss state issues as they seek reelection.
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Legislation Would Impact
Raritan Line Commuters

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD  – The New Jersey
Legislature is considering two legis-
lative measures impacting Raritan
Valley Line commuters, said Bor-
ough Council President Marc
Lazarow at Thursday’s borough coun-
cil meeting.

Senate bill S-3574 proposes reduc-
ing Raritan Valley Line commuter
fares by 10 percent until one-seat
rides are restored, stated Councilman
Lazarow. Legislative measure S-3574
proposes NJ Transit conduct a feasi-
bility study on offering “full-time di-
rect rail service to New York City,”
stated Councilman Lazarow.

If measure S-3574 is passed, NJ Tran-
sit would be required to “prepare and
submit” a report detailing the feasibil-
ity 1findings study within six months of
the enactment, Mr. Lazarow said.

“I will continue to put pressure on
to move these two (bills) in the New
Jersey Legislature forward in the short
term,” he said.

Councilman Lazarow and Coun-
cilwoman Jennifer Blumenstock rep-
resented Garwood council and resi-
dents at the most recent Raritan Val-

ley Rail Coalition (RVRC) public
meeting last week.

Regional Plan Association Direc-
tor Nat Bottigheimer discussed at the
RVRC coalition meeting the “major
economic impact of not building a
new rail tunnel to connect New Jersey
to New York City,” Mr. Lazarow said.

Mr. Lazarow said Mr. Bottigheimer
informed attendees that the existing
Hudson tunnel is over 100 years old
and has a “distinct possibility” to be
permanently closed “due to its age and
ability to withstand devastating storms.”

“In the long term we need to pres-
sure our representatives and the White
House to provide adequate funding
for building a new tunnel,” Mr.
Lazarow said.

A new tunnel and a direct access
rail line to New York City would
increase “Garwood property values,”
Mr. Lazarow said.

In other business, the finance com-
mittee met with Cranford’s township
administrator to discuss the construc-
tion and permitting shared-service
agreement arranged between Cranford
and Garwood, stated Mr. Lazarow,
who chairs the finance committee.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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County Asks DEP to Step In After
USACE Cancels Flood Project
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Freeholder Chair-
woman Bette Jane Kowalski an-
nounced Thursday night at the free-
holder meeting that the county is
asking the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP)
to intervene after the United States
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
announced it was ending the Rahway
River Flood Risk Management Fea-
sibility Study.

“For many years this Freeholder
Board has been involved in a col-
laborative solution working with the
Army Corps of Engineers. We had
studies done, we looked over nu-
merous possibilities to help with
the flood issues...and certainly Cran-

ford would really benefit from flood
control as well all the towns along
the river,” Freeholder Kowalski an-
nounced at Thursday’s Freeholder
meeting.

She called the USACE’s decision
“an abrupt arbitrary decision.”

She said the freeholder board is
looking to have the DEP “revive the
flood control project and get it up
and running again.”

“And we strongly urge the Army
Corps of Engineers to fulfill its ob-
ligations to protect life and prop-
erty, which really are among the
basic responsibilities of government
to the people we serve,” she said.

In a letter to DEP Commissioner
Catherine R. McCabe, Freeholder
Kowalski said, on September 18,

2019 USACE “notified NJDEP of
its view that further study of plans
to provide protection from flooding
related to the Rahway River is not
warranted because of the difficul-
ties they claim, saying that ‘locally
imposed constraints and lack of ac-
ceptance of the alternatives pro-
posed has severely limited the scope
of our solutions.’’’

“In assessing the costs and ben-
efits of potential plans, USACE fails
to appropriately account for the tre-
mendous costs of doing nothing,”
Freeholder Kowalski said. “We ask
for NJDEP and USACE to renew
their work, cooperatively and in
close coordination, to develop an
acceptable plan to provide protec-
tion from flooding from the Rahway
River.”

According to a county press re-
lease, “the planning process has
been under way since 1999, after
Congress approved funds for a fea-
sibility study for flood control in
the Rahway River Basin. The
Rahway River Basin covers more
than 81 square miles within the New
York metropolitan region, includ-
ing parts of Union and Essex coun-
ties.”

“The action by Congress followed
a series of destructive floods dating
back to 1938, impacting Cranford,
Rahway and other communities.
More recently, severe flooding oc-
curred during Tropical Storm Floyd
in 1999, a springtime nor’easter in
2007, and Hurricane Irene in 2011,”
according to the release.

According to the fact sheet about
the flood risk management study,
updated February 2019, on the
USACE website, the USACE New
York District identified a Tentatively
Selected Plan (TSP) that will pro-
vide flood risk management to the
Townships of Cranford, Springfield,

Bramnick, Munoz Discuss
Housing, Trenton Control

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Assembly incum-
bents Jon Bramnick and Nancy
Munoz, both Republicans represent-
ing the 21st Legislative District, com-
mented on issues ranging from over-
development to loss of control of
local school districts during an inter-
view with The Westfield Leader last
Friday.

On the issue of overdevelopment
and affordable housing, Asm.
Bramnick, who serves as Assembly
Republican minority leader, said the
State Legislature “must take immedi-
ate emergency action to address the
affordable-housing issue as opposed
to allowing the courts to decide how
many units are going in your town.”

“The fact that Trenton insiders
won’t address the public policy issue
and pass legislation, that’s a disaster
for the communities and we’re hit
with higher taxes, infrastructure pres-
sures. They have to build more
schools. And the courts don’t take
any of that into consideration,” Asm.
Bramnick said.

He said he and Asw. Munoz have
20 bills pending that address the is-
sue. One would put a moratorium on
constructing high-density, multi-fam-
ily residential buildings until the Leg-
islature addresses the issue. Some of
their bills call for affordable housing
to be done on a regional basis instead
of each individual town.

“The fact that the courts are decid-
ing which towns should build how
many units is absurd,” Mr. Bramnick
said.

Another of their bills says the hous-
ing should be built near transporta-
tion hubs.

He said the Democrats “believe it
is politically advantageous to them”
to allow the overdevelopment in com-
munities, noting “it changes the po-

litical dynamics of the community.”
He also said state Democrats “just

can’t get a consensus within the Demo-
cratic Party” on the issue.

Asm. Munoz said NJ Transit’s
Raritan Valley Line cannot handle the
current capacity, much less even more
commuters coming from additional
housing developments.

She also said the additional hous-
ing puts a strain on the infrastructure
including sewer and water systems.

Asm. Bramnick said it was “offen-
sive” to communities that the Legis-
lature did not hold a special session to
come up with a “global policy solu-
tion” on what stopping “court-im-
posed high-density housing.”

“Trenton could stop it (overdevel-
opment) tomorrow (citing his bill on
calling for a moratorium)… We could
meet in emergency session, both
houses, and by 10 in the morning they
would stop all court-imposed high-
density housing,” Asm. Bramnick
said, noting the Legislature would
than address the issue in a policy
platform as well as through legisla-
tion.

“The Trenton (Democratic) major-
ity wants to micromanage our towns.
We believe that our towns do pretty
well (without Trenton lawmakers
imposing their policies),” Asm.
Bramnick said. “Micromanaging our
towns is a really big mistake.”

“Trenton’s history of
micromanaging anything is poor,”
Asm. Bramnick said.

He said Democrats feel they can do
this because they have so much con-
trol and “they don ’t fear the voters.”

“The next thing they want to do is
they want to takeover our
schools….just like they are taking
over our zoning and planning boards.
They want to run everything from
Trenton,” Asm. Bramnick said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Westfield HPC OKs John Frazee
Home for Historic Designation

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield Histo-
rian John Frazee’s home located at
1737 Nevada Street was unani-
mously approved the designation
of a Westfield historic home by the
Historic Preservation Commission
(HPC) at Monday’s commission
meeting.

Currently, the home owned by the
Nolde family was built in 1850,
stated HPC Commissioner Robert
Wendel. Mr. Frazee was the

Westfield historian during the time
period when the home was built,
Mr. Wendel stated.

“The current home has been care-
fully restored and maintained and is
a quintessential example of both a
representative architecture of mid
1800s,” Mr. Wendel said.

The Nolde family care for the
Frazee home embodies “what it
means to occupy and preserve” a
historical home in Westfield, stated
HPC Chairwoman Maria Boyes.

“The house is an excellent ex-
ample of the persistence of colo-
nial-style architecture with its six
over six windows,” Commissioner
Wendel said.

In addition, the home has five
chimneys and nine fireplaces, stated
Commissioner Wendel. Initially, the
property was part of the Ephraim
Scudder and David Ross estates,

Mr. Wendel stated.
“This section of land was passed

down through generations and is
the remnants of two larges estates,”
Mr. Wendel stated.

The two estates “comprised much
of the south side of Westfield,” he
said, noting the remaining parcel
was once owned by one or more of
Westfield’s founders.

The Nolde’s home features a cen-
ter-hallway layout maintaining
Italianate influences with paired
bracketed eaves, and with two rooms
on each side which are separated by
pocket doors, Mr. Wendel ex-
plained. He said the home also fea-
tures paired windows on the main
façade with three porches.

“The three porches include lat-
tice work columns and fancy sawn
balusters,” Mr.  Wendel said.

Letters: Endorsement letter
Kathleen NiCastro; Property Tax
Reform letter.

Scotch Plains Affordable Housing
Petition. Westfield Hall of Fame.

Sports: Kent Place Tops Blue
Devils for UCT Girls Tennis Crown;
Blue Devils Earn 21-17 Win over
W.H. Football Warriors; Blue Dev-

ils Bombed Cougars in Soccer Battle,
9-1; Somerville’s Quick Starts Raps
Courgars in Grid Struggle, 40-7.

Education: EFG to Hold
Fundraiser with Wine Tasting; So-
cial Media Class for Parents; W+H
Fall Fair; Cranford Chamber Net-
working Event; Westfield Candidates
Forum



Page 8 Thursday, October 3, 2019 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Westfield Leader only

Jayson M. Astel, CFP, AAMS

Financial Advisor

908-233-4171

jayson.astel@edwardjones.com

• Retirement Income Strategies

• Retirement Savings Strategies

• Insurance & Annuities

• Estate & Legacy Strategies

• College Savings

• Retirement Account Consolidation251 North Avenue West, Suite 2A,

Westfield, NJ 07090

Short-term fear vs.

long-term fundamentals.

We can help you

focus on the latter.

Member SIPC

Mount Saint Mary Academy

1645 US HWY 22 at Terrill Road, Watchung, NJ • (908) 757-0108, EXT. 4506 • www.mountsaintmary.org

Successful Journeys Begin Here!
Join us for Open House: Oct. 27, 2019 

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP

MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION
PUBLICATON NO. 680-020

STATEMENT REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF AUGUST 12, 1970, SECTION 3686, TITLE
39, UNITED STATES CODE, SHOWING THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, AND
CIRCULATION OF THE WESTFIELD LEADER AS OF AUGUST 29, 2019.

Frequency of issues: Weekly.
Location of office of publication: 251 North Avenue, West 3rd Floor, Union County,

Westfield, New Jersey.
The name and address of the publisher and assistant publisher are:
Horace R. Corbin, Publisher, 251 North Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey.
David Corbin, Assistant Publisher, 430 Union Street, Garwood, New Jersey.
The known corporation holding 1 percent or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages,

or other securities are:
Watchung Communications, Inc. T/A The Westfield Leader/The Times, P.O. Box 250,

Westfield, New Jersey.
Horace R. Corbin, 251 North Avenue, West, Westfield New Jersey.

Avg. No. Copies Actual No. Copies
each issue of single issue

during preceding published nearest
12 months to filing date

A. Total No. of Copies printed 4,913 4,000
(Net press run)

B. Paid Circulation
1. Paid subscriptions mailed (B1+B2) 3,177 3,214
3. Sales through dealers, carriers,

 street vendors and counter sales 299 230
C. Total paid circulation 3,476 3,444
D. Free distribution by mail

1.  Copies mailed 442 223
3.  Outside of mail 15 15

E. Total Free Distribution 457 238
F.  Total Distributin (C+E) 3,933 3,682
G. Copies not distributed 980 318
H. TOTAL (F+G) 4,913 4,000
16A. Paid Electronic Copies 83 87

The newspaper is available in its entirety on the internet at www.goleader.com as a
multi-page pdf file where 10’s of thousands of the newspapers are downloaded each
week.

I certify that the statements made by me above are correct and complete.
HORACE R. CORBIN

Publisher
1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader

Chrsitina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SCREEN OF DREAMS...The Cranford Theater marquee announces that the
theater is to reopen in November, after it had closed abruptly earlier this month
when the operator vacated the premises overnight. The property owner is to make
updates and reopen in November.
.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
IN THE PINK…At last Sunday’s Westfield Festifall, teens from the Westfield
High School advertise the girls soccer team’s annual fundraiser for breast cancer
research.

“The conversation was extremely
helpful in trying to find ways to im-
prove services for Garwood residents
and in discussing ways to make the
financial aspects of the deal more
equitable,” Mr. Lazarow said.

He said the finance committee will
be meeting with Cranford representa-
tives once again with additional up-
dates to be provided at upcoming
council meetings.

Councilman Richard McCormack
and Mayor Sara Todisco attended the
New Jersey volunteer firefighters
convention in Wildwood on Septem-
ber 14, Mr. McCormack said.

“The mayor and myself drove to
Wildwood for the firefighters con-
vention in support of our volunteers,”
he said.

Garwood’s new platform ladder
truck was on display at the conven-
tion center’s entrance. Councilman
McCormack and Mayor Todisco were
the first Garwood mayor or council
member to attend the convention in
“over 30 years,” stated Mr.
McCormack, who was informed of
this fact by a Garwood Fire Depart-
ment volunteer.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Council
“That hit home for me. We can’t

wait to attend next year,” Mr.
McCormack said.

Mr. McCormack said the fire de-
partment volunteers greatly appreci-
ate his attendance at 90 percent of the
fire department meetings. Council-
man McCormack said he serves as
the council appointed fire commis-
sioner who acts as a liaison between
the fire department and council.

“They (the attending Garwood fire
department volunteers) said they are
very fortunate. They could not be
more thankful to all the council mem-
bers support,” Mr. McCormack said.

The Westfield Regional Health
Department will remain vigilant on
any Garwood pest and rodent infesta-
tion situations, stated Councilman
Michael Ince, the council’s liaison to
the Board of Health.

“In the same regard, there will be
more frequent walk throughs (in
Garwood) by a pest control firm in
2020,” Mr. Ince said.

Mayor Todisco was not present at
Thursday’s meeting as the she had a
professional obligation to attend a
parent-teacher back-to-school night.

and Millburn as well as the City of
Rahway. The TSP consists of Cran-
ford Alternative 4a, which includes
channel improvements in Cranford
and modification to the Orange Res-
ervoir dam spillway in West Or-
ange; and Alternative 2a, which is a
nonstructural plan, in the 10-year
floodplain for the Robinson’s
Branch in the City of Rahway.

“The stakeholders and the spon-
sor have supported the TSP. USACE
Headquarter had policy concerns
regarding the Orange Reservoir
Dam. Therefore, the study has been
transitioned to the New England
District,” the fact sheet states.

In other business, the board voted
to increase the contract to Deer
Carcas Removal Serives, LLC, for
removal of dead deer by $15,000 to
a new contract of $54,000. Ron
Zuber, director of parks and recre-
ation, said over the past two years
517 deer have been removed from
roadways in the county.

Freeholder Al Mirabella com-
mented that the county’s change to
expand the shotgun hunt to allow
bow hunters as well has been “so
successful” in reducing the over-
population of deer in the county.
Mr. Mirabella said bow hunting has
allowed hunters to remove deer in
populated areas. He said the over-
population of deer has led to more
vehicle accidents, noting that the
shotgun hunts were not able to keep
up with the ever increasing popula-
tion of deer.

Mr. Zuber said this year’s hunt
begins October 1.

The board approved agreements
with Cranford and Clark for Help

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Rahway Flood Project
America Vote Act (HAVA) grant
funding to improve Americans With
Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance
at Orange Avenue School in Cran-
ford and Frank K. Henly School in
Clark. The Cranford grant is for
$5,374 and the Clark grant is for
$21,900.

The county also received $3,780
for a grant program entitled HAVA
Election Security-ADA Polling
Place Accessibility-II.

The board also approved a 10-
year shared-services agreement with
Hillside for 9-1-1 dispatch services
for fire and medical basic life sup-
port services at a cost of $53,204
for the first year with 2 percent
increases through the length of the
contract. Andrew Moran, director
of public safety, said 13 towns are
served by the county’s dispatch cen-
ter based in Westfield. He said Hill-
side has been receiving services
from the county for fire and emer-
gency medical services dispatch
since 2012.

Freeholder Chris Hudak said the
dispatch center is a “great example”
of a shared service that will save
Hillside “hundreds of thousands of
dollars” had they staffed and
equipped their own dispatch center.

Freeholder Angel Estrada noted
the ground breaking of the $500-
million Consolidated Rent A Car
facility by the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey at New-
ark Liberty International Airport at
Terminal 1, which is replacing Ter-
minal A. Ten rental car companies
will be located in the new facility,
which will have 6,000 rental and
public parking spaces.

The Path to Progress Plan being
pushed by state Senate President Steve
Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester) which,
among other things, calls for the end
of kindergarten to grade 5 and kinder-
garten to grade 8 districts by having
them merged into kindergarten to
grade 12 districts.

“It would be Union County control-
ling the schools,” Asw. Munoz said.

Asm. Bramnick said having Eliza-
beth take over the public schools in
Union County would be “a disaster”
to local school districts.

“I can guarantee Union County is
not going to be saving you money on
your school tax, but more importantly
I want local parents running Westfield
schools. I want local parents running
Cranford schools. They do a terrific
job,” Asm. Bramnick said.

Asm. Bramnick said merging dis-
tricts may work in some areas of the
state but not local school districts.

Asw. Munoz said regional districts
controlled by counties works better
in South Jersey but not in northern
New Jersey, “which is more local
government.” She said merging
schools would likely increase trans-
portation costs bussing kids from fur-
ther distances.

“Suddenly you start changing these
things around and there is going to be
unintended consequential costs that
we don’t even know about now,” Asw.
Munoz said.

Asm. Bramnick also noted that the
21st Legislative District has the high-
est taxes in the region in terms of
income, sales, property and corpo-
rate taxes which he called “bad busi-
ness policy.”

Asw. Munoz said middle-class resi-
dents are moving out of the state as
they cannot afford the property taxes.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Bramnick, Munoz
Asm. Bramnick also said New Jer-

sey has $200 billion in either debt or
unfunded liabilities on a revenue
stream of $37 billion. “It’s (debt) is
headed for a doomsday result,he said.

The two lawmakers have sponsored
a bill to cap state spending at 2 per-
cent similar to what is imposed on
towns and school districts.

On the issue of NJ Transit, Asm.
Bramnick said, “It was our (his and
Asw. Munoz.) trip to NJ Transit that
got the one-seat (off-peak) one-seat
ride (on the Raritan Valley Line).”

“It was the Murphy Administration
that took away the one-seat ride,”
Asm. Munoz added.

Asm. Bramnick said Gov. Murphy
can get the return of the one-seat ride
by calling the head of NJ Transit and
asking for it to be restored.

“We didn’t take the one-seat ride
away,” Asm. Bramnick added.

Looking at the Democratic major-
ity in Trenton, Asm. Bramnick said
“one party rule without a strong op-
position is a problem because most
people are in the middle of the politi-
cal spectrum.”

On guns, Asm. Bramnick said he
favors background checks and has
always opposed assault weapons.
“I’ve gotten more F’s from the NRA
than A’s,” he said.

Asw. Munoz noted that she spon-
sored a bill to take away guns from
people who have a domestic violence
restraining order.

In closing, Asw. Munoz said she
and Asm. Bramnick “are reasonable
people who work hard.”

Asm. Bramnick added they are “re-
spectful and policy oriented and have
never been attack dogs and tried to
respect the community and the lead-
ership of all communities.”

The property’s side yard contains
an original “hand-dug well” and a
cast-iron hand pump,” Mr. Wendel
stated.

“This home is significant not only
for its architecture, but also for what
its interior preservation reveals about
the way of life in America in 1850,”
Commissioner Wendel said.

The home’s fireplaces have main-
tained their original marble mantels
with original coal grates.

The 18-step staircase is graced with
mahogany-turned balusters, a ma-
hogany newel post, and a handrail,
Mr. Wendel said. The first floor’s
ceilings are 12 feet in height with
“exceptional woodwork trimming”
while the second-floor ceilings are 10
feet in height. Four bedrooms on the
second floor each have a “wood burn-
ing fireplace,” which have retained
their “original wooden mantels and

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

John Frazee Home Gets
Historic Designation

brick hearths,” he said.
Mr. Wendel said that during the

20th century two dressing rooms in
the home were converted into bath-
rooms. He said the kitchen has an
original brick open hearth and bee-
hive oven with original cast iron door
by “Jonathan Savery and Sons, pat-
ented 1848.”

“The house retains all of its origi-
nal doors and windows including
hardware and moldings, and all of its
original plaster walls and ceilings”,
Mr. Wendel said.

The Amos Scudder farm is shown
on the Essex County map in 1850,
and confirms the Nolde house was
originally part of the Scudder farm,
he said.

The Nolde home designation will
be reviewed by the Westfield Planning
Board and Town Council, stated HPC
and Town Attorney Tom Jardim said.

State to Spray Mountainside,
Area to Combat EEE Virus

By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Union
County will be enlisting the services of
the state to combat a small outbreak of
Eastern equine encephalitis virus
(EEE) also known as encephalitis
through an aerial spraying operation
via helicopter across six Union County
Municipalities.

The operation, scheduled for
Wednesday, from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m., is
part of a plan to eliminate mosquitoes
carrying the virus in the municipali-
ties of Mountainside, Scotch Plains,
New Providence, Springfield, Sum-
mit and Berkley Heights after two
people were confirmed to have con-
tracted the virus. Mosquito ponds
located in the border area between
Berkeley Heights and Warren also
tested positive for containing mos-
quitoes carrying the EEE virus.

The two human cases in Union
County, which have been reported to
originate in Berkeley Heights, along
with a third case in Atlantic County, and
the discovery of the breeding ponds in
the Berkeley Heights area, prompted
the state and county to take action,
according to Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli,
who addressed the outbreak during
Tuesday’s Borough Council meeting.

Mayor Mirabelli reiterated the only
confirmed cases of mosquito ponds
containing the encephalitis virus in
Union County were in the area between
Berkley Heights and Warren Township
of Somerset County. Mr. Mirabelli, who
has been in communication with a
county official, said the county has
been out testing in Mountainside, spe-
cifically its parks. Mr. Mirabelli also
stated that the county would be willing
to come out and test mosquito infested
breeding pools in resident’s backyards

if requested to do so.
The aerial operation plan in Moun-

tainside focuses on the Watchung Res-
ervation section, specifically areas
above Moxun Pond, according to Bor-
ough Engineer Michael Disko, who
during the council meeting consulted
an overhead picture outlining where in
Mountainside the helicopter would tar-
get. The area “above” Moxun Pond
include areas between Coles Avenue,
which borders the reservation; Deer
Path an artery in the borough extending
into New Providence Road and Sum-
mit Lane, which runs through the reser-
vation towards Springfield.

The spray is said to be non-toxic,
with no harmful impact to humans,
according to Mr. Mirabelli. He also
said, “As soon as it [the spray] hits the
ground it doesn’t have any effect.” Resi-
dents with concerns regarding the health
impact of the spraying are advised to
stay indoors if they are in a part of town
being treated by the aerial spray.

According to the New Jersey De-
partment of Health through the NJ.gov
website, the EEE virus is transmitted
when an infected mosquito bites a
human with most people showing, “no
apparent illness.” Although very rare
with only “a few cases reported in the
United States every year,” encephali-
tis in its most severe cases can result in
brain inflammation, brain damage and
even death. The New Jersey Depart-
ment of Heath advises using insect
repellent, protective clothing and re-
maining indoors “while mosquitoes
are most active.” The young and eld-
erly are most susceptible.

The mayor and council advised the
public to check the borough website
for any additional updates concern-
ing the effort to combat the spread of
the EEE virus.

Scotch Plains Affordable Housing
Panel Launches Petition

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Affordable Housing Advisory
Committee launched a petition Tues-
day to gather signatures of New Jer-
sey residents “who want to bring com-
mon-sense reforms to the current
costly, inefficient and inconsistent
New Jersey court-mandated afford-
able-housing process presently being
imposed on New Jersey municipali-
ties,” according to a press release
issued Tuesday by the committee.

The committee said in the release
that it supports providing affordable
housing in New Jersey for low-in-
come families, seniors, millennials,
veterans, those with special needs, as
well as other groups.

“However, the current manner in
which affordable housing is deter-
mined fails to consider how local
communities may be affected by the
construction of thousands of new
units,” according to the release.

Back in May 2019, the non-parti-
san Affordable Housing Advisory
Committee endorsed four bills in the
New Jersey State Legislature: S-2997/
A-4471, A-1649, S-2386/A-1648, S-
2572/A-1644 “to reform the current
broken, court driven-affordable hous-
ing overdevelopment process,” the
release states.

The petition asks residents to sign
the petition in support of these bills,
which will, among other things, insti-
tute a state legislative committee to
evaluate and determine the need for

affordable housing at the state and
regional levels and require among
other factors an analysis of a
municipality’s population, infrastruc-
ture, school class sizes and school
services, before assigning affordable-
housing numbers.

“The only way to get our state legis-
lators to listen and institute reforms is
for residents to directly demand it,”
said Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith,
chairman of the committee. “After ob-
taining thousands of signatures, I, along
with Deputy Mayor Josh Losardo, plan
on personally delivering this petition to
Governor (Phil) Murphy’s office, as
well as the Democrat and Republican
state legislative leaders to engage them
in conversation on reform.”

Deputy Mayor Losardo added, “It’s
time for action, and if the reforms out-
lined in this petition are implemented,
we will bring plain common sense and
consideration of a town’s infrastructure
before requiring the construction of
thousands of units. I urge everyone to
sign this petition.”

To sign the petition, it is available at
https://www.thepetitionsite.com/264/
002/417/petition-for-affordable-hous-
ing-reform/.

A video of Mayor Smith and Deputy
Mayor Losardo discussing the petition
can be viewed at https://youtu.be/
yZgvSLf753k.

For information on how to contact
state legislators, visit https://
www.njleg.state.nj.us/SelectMun.asp.
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
YEARS’ PAST...It was wall-to-wall cars from yesteryear at Sunday afternoon's
classic car show in downtown Scotch Plains.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ARTS AND CRAFTS...Besides musical entertainment, kids attending Sunday
afternoon's Rockin' the Reservation concert at the Watchung Reservation could
also take part in arts and crafts activities.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ROCKIN’ THE RESERVATION...The Vinny's were among the performers at Sunday afternoon's Rockin' the Reservation
concert at the Watchung Reservation.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STATE OFFICIALS...State Assembly Republican Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield) and Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-21st, Summit) visited
The Westfield Leader on Friday to discuss state issues as they seek reelection.
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County Asks DEP to Step In After
USACE Cancels Flood Project
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Freeholder Chair-
woman Bette Jane Kowalski an-
nounced Thursday night at the free-
holder meeting that the county is
asking the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP)
to intervene after the United States
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
announced it was ending the Rahway
River Flood Risk Management Fea-
sibility Study.

“For many years this Freeholder
Board has been involved in a col-
laborative solution working with the
Army Corps of Engineers. We had
studies done, we looked over nu-
merous possibilities to help with the
flood issues...and certainly Cranford

would really benefit from flood con-
trol as well all the towns along the
river,” Freeholder Kowalski an-
nounced at Thursday’s Freeholder
meeting.

She called the USACE’s decision
“an abrupt arbitrary decision.”

She said the freeholder board is
looking to have the DEP “revive the
flood control project and get it up
and running again.”

“And we strongly urge the Army
Corps of Engineers to fulfill its ob-
ligations to protect life and prop-
erty, which really are among the
basic responsibilities of government
to the people we serve,” she said.

In a letter to DEP Commissioner
Catherine R. McCabe, Freeholder
Kowalski said, on September 18,

2019 USACE “notified NJDEP of
its view that further study of plans to
provide protection from flooding
related to the Rahway River is not
warranted because of the difficul-
ties they claim, saying that ‘locally
imposed constraints and lack of ac-
ceptance of the alternatives proposed
has severely limited the scope of our
solutions.’’’

“In assessing the costs and ben-
efits of potential plans, USACE fails
to appropriately account for the tre-
mendous costs of doing nothing,”
Freeholder Kowalski said. “We ask
for NJDEP and USACE to renew
their work, cooperatively and in
close coordination, to develop an
acceptable plan to provide protec-
tion from flooding from the Rahway
River.”

According to a county press re-
lease, “the planning process has been
under way since 1999, after Con-
gress approved funds for a feasibility
study for flood control in the Rahway
River Basin. The Rahway River Ba-
sin covers more than 81 square miles
within the New York metropolitan
region, including parts of Union and
Essex counties.”

“The action by Congress followed
a series of destructive floods dating
back to 1938, impacting Cranford,
Rahway and other communities.
More recently, severe flooding oc-
curred during Tropical Storm Floyd
in 1999, a springtime nor’easter in
2007, and Hurricane Irene in 2011,”
according to the release.

According to the fact sheet about
the flood risk management study,
updated February 2019, on the
USACE website, the USACE New
York District identified a Tentatively
Selected Plan (TSP) that will pro-
vide flood risk management to the
Townships of Cranford, Springfield,
and Millburn as well as the City of

Bramnick, Munoz Discuss
Housing, Trenton Control

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Assembly incum-
bents Jon Bramnick and Nancy
Munoz, both Republicans represent-
ing the 21st Legislative District,
commented on issues ranging from
overdevelopment to loss of control
of local school districts during an
interview with The Westfield Leader
last Friday.

On the issue of overdevelopment
and affordable housing, Asm.
Bramnick, who serves as Assembly
Republican minority leader, said the
State Legislature “must take imme-
diate emergency action to address
the affordable-housing issue as op-
posed to allowing the courts to de-
cide how many units are going in
your town.”

“The fact that Trenton insiders
won’t address the public policy is-
sue and pass legislation, that’s a
disaster for the communities and
we’re hit with higher taxes, infra-
structure pressures. They have to
build more schools. And the courts
don’t take any of that into consider-
ation,” Asm. Bramnick said.

He said he and Asw. Munoz have
20 bills pending that address the
issue. One would put a moratorium
on constructing high-density, multi-
family residential buildings until the
Legislature addresses the issue.
Some of their bills call for afford-
able housing to be done on a re-
gional basis instead of each indi-
vidual town.

“The fact that the courts are de-
ciding which towns should build how
many units is absurd,” Mr. Bramnick
said.

Another of their bills says the
housing should be built near trans-
portation hubs.

He said the Democrats “believe it
is politically advantageous to them”

to allow the overdevelopment in
communities, noting “it changes the
political dynamics of the commu-
nity.”

He also said state Democrats “just
can’t get a consensus within the
Democratic Party” on the issue.

Asm. Munoz said NJ Transit’s
Raritan Valley Line cannot handle
the current capacity, much less even
more commuters coming from addi-
tional housing developments.

She also said the additional hous-
ing puts a strain on the infrastruc-
ture including sewer and water sys-
tems.

Asm. Bramnick said it was “of-
fensive” to communities that the
Legislature did not hold a special
session to come up with a “global
policy solution” on what stopping
“court-imposed high-density hous-
ing.”

“Trenton could stop it (overde-
velopment) tomorrow (citing his bill
on calling for a moratorium)… We
could meet in emergency session,
both houses, and by 10 in the morn-
ing they would stop all court-im-
posed high-density housing,” Asm.
Bramnick said, noting the Legisla-
ture would than address the issue in
a policy platform as well as through
legislation.

“The Trenton (Democratic) ma-
jority wants to micromanage our
towns. We believe that our towns do
pretty well (without Trenton law-
makers imposing their policies),”
Asm. Bramnick said.
“Micromanaging our towns is a re-
ally big mistake.”

“Trenton’s history of
micromanaging anything is poor,”
Asm. Bramnick said.

He said Democrats feel they can
do this because they have so much
control and “they don ’t fear the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Affordable Housing Panel
Launches Petition

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Affordable Housing Advisory
Committee launched a petition Tues-
day to gather signatures of New Jer-
sey residents “who want to bring com-
mon-sense reforms to the current
costly, inefficient and inconsistent
New Jersey court-mandated afford-
able-housing process presently being
imposed on New Jersey municipali-
ties,” according to a press release is-
sued Tuesday by the committee.

The committee said in the release
that it supports providing affordable
housing in New Jersey for low-in-
come families, seniors, millennials,
veterans, those with special needs, as
well as other groups.

“However, the current manner in
which affordable housing is deter-
mined fails to consider how local
communities may be affected by the
construction of thousands of new
units,” according to the release.

Back in May 2019, the non-parti-
san Affordable Housing Advisory
Committee endorsed four bills in the
New Jersey State Legislature: S-
2997/A-4471, A-1649, S-2386/A-
1648, S-2572/A-1644 “to reform the

current broken, court driven-afford-
able housing overdevelopment pro-
cess,” the release states.

The petition asks residents to sign
the petition in support of these bills,
which will, among other things, in-
stitute a state legislative committee
to evaluate and determine the need
for affordable housing at the state
and regional levels and require among
other factors an analysis of a
municipality’s population, infrastruc-
ture, school class sizes and school
services, before assigning affordable-
housing numbers.

“The only way to get our state
legislators to listen and institute re-
forms is for residents to directly
demand it,” said Scotch Plains
Mayor Al Smith, chairman of the
committee. “After obtaining thou-
sands of signatures, I, along with
Deputy Mayor Josh Losardo, plan
on personally delivering this peti-
tion to Governor (Phil) Murphy’s
office, as well as the Democrat and
Republican state legislative leaders
to engage them in conversation on
reform.”

Letters: Endorsement letter
Kathleen NiCastro; Property Tax
Reform letter.

Scotch Plains Affordable Housing
Petition.

Sports: Kent Place Tops Blue
Devils for UCT Girls Tennis Crown;
Blue Devils Earn 21-17 Win over
W.H. Football Warriors; Blue Dev-

ils Bombed Cougars in Soccer Battle,
9-1; Somerville’s Quick Starts Raps
Courgars in Grid Struggle, 40-7.

Education: EFG to Hold
Fundraiser with Wine Tasting; So-
cial Media Class for Parents; W+H
Fall Fair; Cranford Chamber Net-
working Event; Westfield Candidates
Forum

State to Spray Mountainside, Area
To Combat EEE Virus

By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Union County
will be enlisting the services of the state
to combat a small outbreak of Eastern
equine encephalitis virus (EEE) also
known as encephalitis through an aerial
spraying operation via helicopter across
six Union County Municipalities.

The operation, scheduled for
Wednesday, from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m., is
part of a plan to eliminate mosquitoes
carrying the virus in the municipali-
ties of Mountainside, Scotch Plains,
New Providence, Springfield, Sum-
mit and Berkley Heights after two

people were confirmed to have con-
tracted the virus. Mosquito ponds lo-
cated in the border area between Ber-
keley Heights and Warren also tested
positive for containing mosquitoes
carrying the EEE virus.

The two human cases in Union
County, which have been reported to
originate in Berkeley Heights, along
with a third case in Atlantic County, and
the discovery of the breeding ponds in
the Berkeley Heights area, prompted
the state and county to take action,
according to Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli,
who addressed the outbreak during
Tuesday’s Borough Council meeting.

Mayor Mirabelli reiterated the only
confirmed cases of mosquito ponds
containing the encephalitis virus in
Union County were in the area between
Berkley Heights and Warren Township
of Somerset County. Mr. Mirabelli, who
has been in communication with a county
official, said the county has been out

testing in Mountainside, specifically its
parks. Mr. Mirabelli also stated that the
county would be willing to come out
and test mosquito infested breeding
pools in resident’s backyards if requested
to do so.

The aerial operation plan in Moun-
tainside focuses on the Watchung Res-
ervation section, specifically areas above
Moxun Pond, according to Borough
Engineer Michael Disko, who during
the council meeting consulted an over-
head picture outlining where in Moun-
tainside the helicopter would target. The
area “above” Moxun Pond include ar-
eas between Coles Avenue, which bor-
ders the reservation; Deer Path an artery
in the borough extending into New Provi-
dence Road and Summit Lane, which
runs through the reservation towards
Springfield.

The spray is said to be non-toxic, with
no harmful impact to humans, accord-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Scotch Plains Mayor’s Gala
To Be Held December 6

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Mayor’s Charity Gala Com-
mittee has announced the honorees
and festivities for the 29th Annual
Mayor’s Charity Gala to be held on
Friday, December 6 at Shackamaxon
Country Club.

This year’s Gala will honor the
following individuals for their self-
less service to our community:

Female Volunteer of the Year: Kelly
Price

Male Volunteer of the Year: Jim
Checchio

Volunteer Organization of the Year:
Patrick’s Downtown Race to Sum-
mer Committee

“I am proud to know all of all our
honorees and am grateful for the self-
less service, commitment and dedi-
cation to our community,” Mayor Al
Smith said. “I have witnessed their
contributions first hand and can say
they are more than worthy of this
honor. Jim has been an active and
dedicated supporter of the renova-
tion of the Frazee House, Kelly vol-
unteers her time each week at our
Senior Café and the Patrick’s Down-
town Race to Summer Committee
has brought one of the most popular
events we offer to our downtown,
while raising money for various local
charities.”

In depth profiles of each of the
awardees will be featured in future
press releases and on the official town-
ship website and on social media in
the next few weeks.

The evening, that runs from 7 p.m.

to 11 p.m., features a cocktail recep-
tion complete with open bar, passed
hot and cold hors d’oeuvres and eclec-
tic food stations, a dessert buffet and,
back by popular demand, the hot
chocolate bar. Members of the
Moonglowers, from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School and DJ Mike
will provide entertainment for the
evening. Asilent auction and tricky
tray will also take place during the
evening. There are several levels of
sponsorship available to support our
honorees. Silent auction item dona-
tions are also appreciated. Please con-
tact Gala Committee Co-Chairs Lisa
Mohn at (908) 322-4999 or Margaret
Heisey at (908) 939-8403 if you would
like to make a contribution or dona-
tion to the event.

Proceeds from the event are do-
nated to charities chosen by each of
the honorees. A portion of the pro-
ceeds will be donated to the Scotch
Plains Municipal Alliance, an organi-
zation that is dedicated to providing
substance abuse prevention programs,
activities, and education in the com-
munities of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.

Tickets to the Mayor’s Charity Gala
may be purchased on line by visiting
www.scotchplainsnj.gov clicking the
“Recreation Registration” Commu-
nity Pass link and selecting “2019
Mayor’s Gala” or by calling the Scotch
Plains Recreation Department at (908)
322-6700, extension 223. Tickets are
$95 per person and tables of 10 may
be reserved.

Chrsitina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SCREEN OF DREAMS...The Cranford Theater marquee announces that the
theater is to reopen in November, after it had closed abruptly earlier this month
when the operator vacated the premises overnight. The property owner is to make
updates and reopen in November..

Rahway. The TSP consists of Cran-
ford Alternative 4a, which includes
channel improvements in Cranford
and modification to the Orange Res-
ervoir dam spillway in West Or-
ange; and Alternative 2a, which is a
nonstructural plan, in the 10-year
floodplain for the Robinson’s
Branch in the City of Rahway.

“The stakeholders and the spon-
sor have supported the TSP. USACE
Headquarter had policy concerns
regarding the Orange Reservoir
Dam. Therefore, the study has been
transitioned to the New England
District,” the fact sheet states.

In other business, the board voted
to increase the contract to Deer
Carcas Removal Serives, LLC, for
removal of dead deer by $15,000 to
a new contract of $54,000. Ron
Zuber, director of parks and recre-
ation, said over the past two years
517 deer have been removed from
roadways in the county.

Freeholder Al Mirabella com-
mented that the county’s change to
expand the shotgun hunt to allow
bow hunters as well has been “so
successful” in reducing the over-
population of deer in the county.
Mr. Mirabella said bow hunting has
allowed hunters to remove deer in
populated areas. He said the over-
population of deer has led to more
vehicle accidents, noting that the
shotgun hunts were not able to keep
up with the ever increasing popula-
tion of deer.

Mr. Zuber said this year’s hunt
begins October 1.

The board approved agreements
with Cranford and Clark for Help
America Vote Act (HAVA) grant fund-
ing to improve Americans With Dis-
abilities Act (ADA) compliance at
Orange Avenue School in Cranford

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

USACE Cancels Rahway
River Flood Study

and Frank K. Henly School in Clark.
The Cranford grant is for $5,374 and
the Clark grant is for $21,900.

The county also received $3,780
for a grant program entitled HAVA
Election Security-ADA Polling
Place Accessibility-II.

The board also approved a 10-
year shared-services agreement with
Hillside for 9-1-1 dispatch services
for fire and medical basic life sup-
port services at a cost of $53,204
for the first year with 2 percent
increases through the length of the
contract. Andrew Moran, director
of public safety, said 13 towns are
served by the county’s dispatch cen-
ter based in Westfield. He said Hill-
side has been receiving services
from the county for fire and emer-
gency medical services dispatch
since 2012.

Freeholder Chris Hudak said the
dispatch center is a “great example”
of a shared service that will save
Hillside “hundreds of thousands of
dollars” had they staffed and
equipped their own dispatch center.

Freeholder Angel Estrada noted
the ground breaking of the $500-
million Consolidated Rent A Car
facility by the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey at New-
ark Liberty International Airport at
Terminal 1, which is replacing Ter-
minal A. Ten rental car companies
will be located in the new facility,
which will have 6,000 rental and
public parking spaces.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Bramnick, Munoz Discuss
Housing, Schools Takeover

voters.”
“The next thing they want to do is

they want to takeover our
schools….just like they are taking
over our zoning and planning
boards. They want to run every-
thing from Trenton,” Asm.
Bramnick said.

The Path to Progress Plan being
pushed by state Senate President
Steve Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester)
which, among other things, calls for
the end of kindergarten to grade 5
and kindergarten to grade 8 dis-
tricts by having them merged into
kindergarten to grade 12 districts.

“It would be Union County con-
trolling the schools,” Asw. Munoz
said.

Asm. Bramnick said having Eliza-
beth take over the public schools in
Union County would be “a disas-
ter” to local school districts.

“I can guarantee Union County is
not going to be saving you money on
your school tax, but more importantly
I want local parents running Westfield
schools. I want local parents running
Cranford schools. They do a terrific
job,” Asm. Bramnick said.

Asm. Bramnick said merging dis-
tricts may work in some areas of the
state but not local school districts.

Asw. Munoz said regional dis-
tricts controlled by counties works
better in South Jersey but not in
northern New Jersey, “which is more
local government.” She said merg-
ing schools would likely increase
transportation costs bussing kids
from further distances.

“Suddenly you start changing
these things around and there is
going to be unintended consequen-
tial costs that we don’t even know
about now,” Asw. Munoz said.

Asm. Bramnick also noted that
the 21st Legislative District has the
highest taxes in the region in terms
of income, sales, property and cor-
porate taxes which he called “bad
business policy.”

Asw. Munoz said middle-class resi-
dents are moving out of the state as
they cannot afford the property taxes.

Asm. Bramnick also said New
Jersey has $200 billion in either
debt or unfunded liabilities on a
revenue stream of $37 billion. “It’s
(debt) is headed for a doomsday
result,he said.

The two lawmakers have spon-
sored a bill to cap state spending at
2 percent similar to what is imposed

on towns and school districts.
On the issue of NJ Transit, Asm.

Bramnick said, “It was our (his and
Asw. Munoz.) trip to NJ Transit that
got the one-seat (off-peak) one-seat
ride (on the Raritan Valley Line).”

“It was the Murphy Administra-
tion that took away the one-seat
ride,” Asm. Munoz added.

Asm. Bramnick said Gov. Murphy
can get the return of the one-seat
ride by calling the head of NJ Tran-
sit and asking for it to be restored.

“We didn’t take the one-seat ride
away,” Asm. Bramnick added.

Looking at the Democratic ma-
jority in Trenton, Asm. Bramnick
said “one party rule without a strong
opposition is a problem because
most people are in the middle of the
political spectrum.”

On guns, Asm. Bramnick said he
favors background checks and has
always opposed assault weapons.
“I’ve gotten more F’s from the NRA
than A’s,” he said.

Asw. Munoz noted that she spon-
sored a bill to take away guns from
people who have a domestic vio-
lence restraining order.

In closing, Asw. Munoz said she
and Asm. Bramnick “are reason-
able people who work hard.”

Asm. Bramnick added they are
“respectful and policy oriented and
have never been attack dogs and
tried to respect the community and
the leadership of all communities.”

Plan. Bd. Grants Approval
For Home Improvements

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Three private homes
were granted approval for renova-
tions at Wednesday evening’s plan-
ning board meeting.

In a three-to-five vote, members of
the planning board approved a new
patio area and a circular driveway for
homeowners at 118 North Avenue.

Meghan Rinaldi testified that she
and her husband, Philip, were looking
to make the circular driveway to help
Mrs. Rinaldi’s ailing mother to enter
and exit the house easier. She also
noted that there were a good number
of residents within a three-block ra-
dius that also had circular driveways.

The acceptance of the project was
contingent upon the borough’s approval
of drainage and landscaping plans.

Dissenting votes came from Plan-
ning Board members Michele Moore,
John Steigerwald and Anthony Carter.

In a second variance application,
the board unanimously granted a
porch addition for the property at 180
Marian Avenue.

The homeowners stated that they
wanted to erect a porch to enjoy the
view of the park directly across the
street. They also stated that they wanted
to make the porch the exact style and
dimensions of their neighbor.

In a third application, the board
unanimously voted to approve a sec-
ond-floor addition that includes an
additional bedroom for the property
at 41 Hunter Avenue.

The homeowners, Robert and
Whitney Hunter, stated that they were
third-generation homeowners of the
property that dates back to the 1940’s.

They stated they needed to expand
the home to make room for their
growing family.

In other business, the board an-
nounced that the application by the
owner of 225 North Martine Avenue,
known as the Fanwood Family Den-
tistry, would be carried to the October
25 board meeting.

Finally, it was announced that New
Jersey Monthly magazine was having
its final round of voting for the best
small town in New Jersey against
Lambertville and was encouraging

its residents to vote for Fanwood.
Since the meeting last week, it was

announced that Fanwood had won
the title of Best Small Town, accord-
ing to the magazine.

The Gold title was determined by
magazine reader voting and specific
criteria such as a walkable down-
town, successful businesses and res-
taurants, and a broad range of cultural
events associated with a smaller town.

It was announced that there were 15
other towns that competed for the title
including Park Ridge, Caldwell, Chester
Borough and Point Pleasant Beach,

The next planning board meeting is
scheduled for October 16, at 7:30
p.m. There is also a meeting sched-
uled for October 23.

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MARTIN WALLBERG MEMORIAL DRIVE...American Legion honorary rep-
resentatives and Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle gather to officially dedicate
Crossway Place as Martin Wallberg Memorial Drive during the Martin Wallberg
American Legion Post 3 Centennial Celebration on Saturday.

Deputy Mayor Losardo added,
“It’s time for action, and if the re-
forms outlined in this petition are
implemented, we will bring plain
common sense and consideration of
a town’s infrastructure before re-
quiring the construction of thousands
of units. I urge everyone to sign this
petition.”

To sign the petition, it is available
at https://www.thepetitionsite.com/
264/002/417/petition-for-afford-
able-housing-reform/.

A video of Mayor Smith and
Deputy Mayor Losardo discussing
the petition can be viewed at https:/
/youtu.be/yZgvSLf753k.

For information on how to contact
state legislators, visit https://
w w w . n j l e g . s t a t e . n j . u s /
SelectMun.asp.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Petition

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Spraying to Occur In Area
To Combat EEE Virus

ing to Mr. Mirabelli. He also said, “As
soon as it [the spray] hits the ground it
doesn’t have any effect.” Residents with
concerns regarding the health impact of
the spraying are advised to stay indoors
if they are in a part of town being treated
by the aerial spray.

According to the New Jersey De-
partment of Health through the NJ.gov
website, the EEE virus is transmitted
when an infected mosquito bites a
human with most people showing, “no
apparent illness.” Although very rare
with only “a few cases reported in the

United States every year,” encephali-
tis in its most severe cases can result in
brain inflammation, brain damage and
even death. The New Jersey Depart-
ment of Heath advises using insect
repellent, protective clothing and re-
maining indoors “while mosquitoes
are most active.” The young and eld-
erly are most susceptible.

The mayor and council advised the
public to check the borough website
for any additional updates concerning
the effort to combat the spread of the
EEE virus.

Fanwood Named
‘Best Small Town’

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr sent an announcement Wednes-
day that the borough was named Best
Small Town by New Jersey Monthly
magazine. “A big and loud thank you
to all the Fanwood fans out there who
voted to help us win New Jersey
Monthly magazine’s Small Town
Showdown!” she stated.

“But most importantly, thank you to
all who have invested in Fanwood; the
residents who commit to setting roots
here, the business owners who take a
chance on us, and especially to all the
volunteers who invest their time in
working for the entire community.

In Fanwood we value our past while
always looking to the future for ways
to keep what has always defined Fan-
wood, a small town with a big heart,
fresh and current. That love for our
small town shined through these last
few weeks during this friendly state
wide competition. I am proud to be
your mayor and can think of no better
community to serve,” she stated.

Fanwood was among a list of “16
Small Towns We Love” in the state
before being selected as the winner.
“While those of us here in Fanwood
have always known what a special
place it is, it’s now clear the rest of
New Jersey knows too!” Mayor Mahr
stated.
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The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski

3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,

child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic
violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Made possible by grants from  
The Anne and Lee Hale Fund and  
The Thomas Glasser Foundation   

 

Hosted by the Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library 

“The Art of  

  Ceramic Tile” 

 

The Westfield Memorial Library      
550 East Broad Street 

Wednesday, October 16   7:00 pm 
 

Westfield Memorial Library 

Learn about public art from the creator  

of the ceramic tiles at the Westfield  

train station and the Reeve House 

Open to the public.  Pre-registration required.  

Register online at www.wmlnj.org   

or call 908.789.4090 ext. 0. 

Stacey Farley 
 

  former Westfield resident 
and notable public artist 

THE 12TH ANNUAL  

HALE SPEAKER SERIES 

Andrew Bauer for Westfield BOE
My name is Andrew Bauer and I

am running for a seat on the Westfield
Board of Education. I am a 10-year
resident of Westfield and I have three
kids in the district (Tamaques, Edison
and Westfield High School). As I’ve
engaged in discussions with parents
throughout Westfield, a shared prior-
ity is for our kids to feel safe and
comfortable at school, so they can
grow emotionally, socially and intel-
lectually. As we strive to achieve that
goal, there are two areas I propose we
focus our energies:

Student’s social and emotional
well being

Westfield schools made SEL (So-
cial and Emotional Learning) a prior-
ity last year. My focus going forward
is to ensure we are monitoring previ-
ous initiatives to gauge impact, and
that we stay current on the most re-
cent research to guide our future de-
cisions and policy.

Initiatives for consideration in-
clude: 1) Implementing a recurring
survey of older students to gauge
whether district initiatives are having
an impact on stress and anxiety, 2)
Exploring alternatives to provide ad-
ditional time for older students to
manage academic and extracurricu-
lar burdens (block scheduling, en-
richment mornings), and 3) Evaluat-

ing if the ratios of counselors at middle
and high school are appropriate to
properly serve students.

Continued evaluation of our fa-
cilities

Over the past two years, the board
and administration have instituted a
range of measures to make our school
buildings more secure. As we con-
tinue to evaluate future measures, I
think more frequent communications
and engagement with parents is im-
portant. This includes community
meetings (in conjunction with local
police), with the explicit purpose to
educate parents on the range of secu-
rity alternatives that districts through-
out New Jersey are pursuing. Addi-
tionally, I believe we should explore
a security and safety sub-committee
of the BOE Facilities Committee,
which would include parents from
across Westfield.

I’d love to hear your thoughts.
Please reach out at
BauerForBoard@gmail.com or on my
Facebook page
@BauerForBoardOfEd. To learn
more about my campaign, please visit
www.bauerforboard.com. Thank you
for your consideration.

Andrew Bauer
Candidate for Westfield Board of

Education

Nicole  S.  Kessler for Cranford BOE
Our children spend over 1,000

hours in school each year, and we
owe it to them to ensure they have the
experience each and every child de-
serves.

My background as a career educa-
tor demonstrates a life-long love for
children, a passion for education and
a commitment to excellence. After
starting my volunteer work in
Cranford as a soccer coach, I soon
realized that I could make a bigger
positive impact on the town by bring-
ing my expertise as a mom, teacher,
principal and assistant superintendent
to the board of education.

My experience as a BOE member
demonstrates my dedication to a posi-
tive impact on our schools. It is diffi-
cult to calculate the impact that any
individual board member has; this is
collaborative work in partnership with
the District. But some accomplish-
ments I can name include:

Taking over as chair of the Super-
intendent Search Committee and hir-
ing Dr. Rubin after an exhaustive
recruitment and selection process.

Member of the Personnel Commit-
tee;

Serving as a liaison/Board of Di-
rectors and Representative Assembly
to Union County Educational Ser-
vices Commission.

Chairing the Curriculum Commit-
tee, which has partnered with the Dis-
trict on a number of initiatives includ-
ing:

An increase in differentiation/per-
sonalized learning

Additional infusion of social emo-
tional programming into the daily
schedule

Utilizing a tiered system of sup-
ports to assist all learners in reaching
their potential, and the increased use
of data to drive intervention as well as
the addition of two interventionists

Increased electives at the high
school

Support of Cranford High School
in rolling out a new schedule

Responsiveness to feedback from
the community on issues such as ad-
justing the school schedule on single-
session days to working on improved
communication for standards-based
report cards

Partnering with other committees
on initiatives such as upgrading our
infrastructure to support the use of
technology in the classroom

Increasing the hands-on and en-
gaging nature of our classrooms, in-
cluding the FOSS kits in elementary
science.

There are countless other ways
where my experience as an educator
has had an impact. Whether it has
been supporting the administration in
difficult decisions from a place of
understanding, allocating resources
to best meet the needs of every child
(for example, bringing in two addi-
tional guidance counselors or sup-
porting physical safety initiatives),
advocating in executive session for
what I believe best for an individual
child, thinking “outside the box,” or
pushing for a higher bar of excel-
lence, I hope that my experience and
perspective has benefited the board
and district in myriad ways.

We have the most incredible chil-
dren and the most talented faculty,
and it is our job as a board of educa-
tion to give them the resources and
support they need to thrive. Thank
you for your consideration on No-
vember 5th.

Nicole Sherrin Kessler
Cranford Board of Education

Note: The opinions expressed here
are those of the author and do not
necessarily reflect the opinions or
views of the Cranford Board of Edu-
cation or its members.

Mary Ann Kjetsaa for Garwood BOE

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY...Jenn Gilman, Democratic candidate for for Ward 3 on
the Westfield Town Council, said the installation of a beacon light at South Avenue
and Cacciola Place, pendimg Union County approval, is set to begin in the next few
weeks.

Jenn Gilman for Town Council, Ward 3

During my recent Garwood Board
service, my first priority was to attend
school activities most of which oc-
curred during the school day. I was able
to see the school facility and to experi-
ence firsthand the culture and engage-
ment of the children and staff. You may
ask yourself, “Wait a minute, how can
she get that information from attending
events?” Well, remember, I have mul-
tiple years of training and experience in
observation and supervision including
teaching techniques, classroom proce-
dures, child development as well as
evaluation of the overall building, safety,

environment, and program.
During my career, a colleague and

I developed and implemented a
teacher mentoring program. The fo-
cus was meaningful professional de-
velopment to help teachers grow as
teachers, add teaching tools to their
educational practice, and become
excellent additions to the district.

Through my Lincoln School visits,
I was able to propose safety and secu-
rity ideas, two of which were approved
and implemented. If elected, I would
continue this practice of visitation and
use my professional development plan-
ning experience as part of my mission
to support the students and staff as
well as provide a safe and secure learn-
ing environment. Please support me
by voting Column 5 on November 5.

Mary Ann Kjetsaa, Ph.D.
Candidate for Garwood Board of Ed.

Having access to public parks and
recreation fields offer great opportu-
nities for our community to grow and
flourish. The fields and parks add to
the fabric of the community, it’s where
we play and where we come together.
With two children, we have spent
many hours at the fields watching our
children play soccer, softball, and
baseball. Through the local Westfield
athletic programs, we’ve formed
many of the meaningful relationships
and friendships that we have today.
We share our time and talents through
coaching, for the past two years Maria
has also become active in the Girls
Softball League of Westfield serving
on its board.

It is proven that having access to
public parks has a positive impact on
the health and well-being our chil-
dren and families. We are fortunate
that we can live in a community that
offers us the opportunities to simply
walk to the playground, ride bikes,
and participate in organized sports.

As third ward councilman, I am
proud of the many improvements
we’ve made over the last several years
including a new state-of-the-art play-
ground at Mindowaskin Park in cel-
ebration of the park’s 100th anniver-
sary and the addition of bathrooms at

Too many residents — especially
kids — have had ‘close calls’ with
cars not yielding to them at the South
Avenue and Cacciola Place intersec-
tion, which connects the surrounding
neighborhood to businesses at
Westfield Plaza like Bagel Chateau.
Additionally, residents have been just
as vocal with me about speeding on
Windsor Avenue.

There are plenty of modern ways to
mitigate speeding to keep residents
safe, but for years, very little was
done and Ward 3 residents felt un-
heard.

Finally, we’re seeing progress in
action. Ward 2 Councilman Mike
Dardia — chair of the Public Safety,
Transportation and Parking Commit-
tee —announced the town’s pilot of a
radar speed sign on Windsor Avenue,
and saw to its installation over the
summer. And after we pushed for it,
installation of a Beacon Light at South
Avenue and Cacciola Place is set to

begin in the next few weeks, pending
Union County approval.

Both are modern, effective mea-
sures for improving pedestrian safety,
and have been doable for years. Coun-
cilman Dardia has been leading the
way to improve pedestrian safety as
part of Mayor Brindle’s “Year of the
Pedestrian” initiative.

Advocating for increased traffic
enforcement to slow down speeders,
and those who don’t stop for pedestri-
ans at crosswalks — these are some
of the local issues I will continue to
tackle as your Ward 3 councilwoman.

As I continue to knock on doors
through Election Day on November
5th, I look forward to learning more
of what matters to you. To contact or
learn more, email
jenn@westfieldtogether.com or visit
gilmanforward3.com.

Jenn Gilman, Ward 3 Town Council
Candidate
Westfield

Jay Morris for Fanwood  Council
My name is Jay Morris and I am

one of the Republican candidates run-
ning for borough council in Fanwood,
NJ. We need more voices to be heard
and that is why I am running along
with Brian Walter. We would like to
invite Democratic candidates,
Katherine Mitchell and Francine
Glaser, to a public debate in the month
of October. We want to discuss rel-
evant issues in Fanwood with an un-
biased mediator. As Americans, we
need to begin having more construc-
tive conversations with people we
disagree with. This is exactly our goal

with the debate. Just like all political
parties need to work together on the
national and state level, we need dif-
ferent parties to get along and work
together at the local level. This re-
sults in better decision making and
allows for more voices to be heard.
The one-party system that we have in
Fanwood does not work for every-
one. Katherine and Francine, we look
forward to your response.

Jay Morris
Candidate for Fanwood Borough

Council

PARKS AND FIELDS...Westfield Third Ward Town Councilman Mark LoGrippo
and his family are shown here at the Gumbert Park baseball field.

Joseph Nicastro for Garwood Council
I tell my daughter consistently that,

“When Daddy says, ‘I promise...,’ it
will happen. If I give you my word, it
is happening. A man is as good as his
word, and I take pride in the fact that
when those two words come out of
my mouth I follow through.

So here it comes, get ready. I prom-
ise I will listen to your problems. I
promise I will do my best with the
ability I have, and surpass that. I
promise I will try to control the spend-
ing that has gotten way out of control.
I promise that I will do my best to be
the voice of the voiceless when I sit in
that chair in meetings.

I can go on and on about what I
promise, but if a council person
doesn’t care, nothing will get done.
That is the biggest promise I can
make. I promise I will always care.

I care about being a self dependent
town. We should take pride in that.
We want nothing more than to stand
our own two feet and be proud of
what Garwood can accomplish. Es-

pecially when we focus on making
Garwood beautiful.

In order to make that happen
Garwood needs your help. Victor
Stevens, Bill Bellomo and I share this
common goal, that I’m sure everyone
in Garwood posses as well. We want
to make Garwood stand out and im-
press people with what we do and
how we do it. We realize, not just us
but the people we represent, will sup-
ply us with ideas, solutions and con-
cerns that we can put into action to
make Garwood reach beyond it’s full
potential.

People are talking about how
Garwood will eventually give in be
absorbed by another town. Well we
promise to do everything in our power
to make sure that doesn’t happen on
our watch. Lastly, we promise to con-
tinue to work hard today for a better
tomorrow.

Joseph Nicastro III
Garwood Council Candidate

As a candidate for the board of
education I support school resource
officers in our elementary schools.
What is a school resource officer?

It’s not a security guard, bouncer,
or the enigmatic “armed guard.” It’s a

police officer who is assigned to a
school. Some say that it provides a
false sense of security. My under-
standing is generally, criminals do
not like the police and will do almost
anything to avoid them. Therefore,
intruders will probably avoid a school
that has police.

Some have suggested that the pres-
ence of police will scare elementary
school children. That doesn’t have to
be the case. There is a national move-
ment called “coffee with cops” where
citizens get to know their officers
over a cup of coffee. How about
“cookies with cops,” giving kids the
opportunity to get to know police are
their friends and are there to protect
them.

Another argument I’ve heard is that
police can’t be everywhere in a school.
That’s correct, but a deterrent effect
is created no matter what part of the
school police are stationed. Is it fool-
proof? No, but it is another piece of
the puzzle that will make our children
safer.

Patrick Justin Fahey
Candidate for Westfield Board of

Education

Mark LoGrippo for Town Council
Memorial Park. These enhancements
have been very beneficial to the town,
but we recognize that there is a lot
more we can do!

In 2017, the Town Council in part-
nership with the recreation commit-
tee presented a plan for a full renova-
tion of Tamaques Park that would
address fields, facilities, and parking.
This plan was put on hold in 2018 in
order to take a more holistic approach
to addressing our parks and outdoor
spaces.

Many would agree that there has
been a lot of time and money invested
into planning for our parks. As your
third ward councilman and the liaison
to the Parks Master Plan Steering
Committee, I will continue to advo-
cate for more fields, better equip-
ment, and improved parking for all of
our parks. I am optimistic that the
Parks Master Plan will move us for-
ward, and I am committed to working
with the mayor and council collec-
tively for the greater good of the
community and our children.

Stay tuned for information on the
public reading of the Parks and Rec-
reation Strategic Plan

Councilman Mark LoGrippo
Westfield

Patrick Justin Fahey for Westfield BOE

Mark Parmelee for Council, Ward 2
As I’ve been knocking on doors

throughout Ward 2, almost everyone
I speak with asks about downtown
and the plan to revitalize it.

The setbacks we’ve experienced
are rooted in decisions made and not
made a decade ago. By implementing
the town’s first community-driven
Master Plan process, Mayor Shelley
Brindle is helping set Westfield on
track for the future and doing the
work to get us ahead of the curve.

The progress we’ve seen this past
year is indicative of her efforts:

New businesses have come in and
are thriving, like Farinolio, Warby
Parker, Boxwood Coffee, Acting Out,
Innovasion Taco, and Buddha Fish.
Others like Spice Bazaar, Midtown
Authentic, and Fettle and Fare ex-
panded to meet customer demand,
doubling down on their commitment
to Westfield.

We’ll soon have our first brewery,
and be able to enjoy BareBurger with
a view. This is a direct result of newly-
enacted, pro-growth ordinances al-
lowing microbreweries and rooftop
dining. These are modern, quality of
life expectations and a proactive driver
for economic growth.

New and updated community
events are just as impactful to this
growth because they support and cen-
tralize foot traffic. Routinely turning
Quimby Street into a pedestrian plaza
has changed the way we experience
Downtown. AddamsFest showed us
the power of our community story,
and updating Sweet Sounds into a
musical festival showcasing local tal-

Cranford Lib. Bd.
To Meet Oct. 2

CRANFORD —The Cranford Pub-
lic Library Board of Trustees will
hold an emergency meeting on
Wednesday, October 2 at 7 p.m. to
vote on a resolution to approve the
payment of a bill to Innovative Inter-
faces for the provision of library ser-
vices through access to the Polaris
integrated library system. No other
action will be taken.

ent, made Sundays in Westfield even
better.

These new actions aren’t inherently
special. They did, however, require
imagination, capable leadership to set
a vision and an energized team to
execute to fruition. And all of these
call, first and foremost, for a proactive
approach to problem solving. Westfield
did not have a holistic town plan, a
basic function of municipal gover-
nance, for over a decade. It’s why we
remained reactive for so long, and we
need to keep those days in the past.

I work at a global law firm, was a
prosecutor in the Manhattan DA’s
office, presented more than 175 cases
to the grand jury and conducted 25
criminal trials. My through-line in
these experiences was constantly in-
novating my approach—which helped
me win the first hate crime trial con-
viction in New York State.

Mark Parmelee
Candidate for Westfield Council,

Ward 2
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Westfield Builder Charged
With Theft of $135,000

 WESTFIELD — A Westfield-
based home contractor has been crimi-
nally charged with stealing more than
$100,000 from a pair of clients, act-
ing Union County Prosecutor Lyndsay
V. Ruotolo announced Friday.

Ralph A. Rapuano, Jr., 37, has been
charged with second-degree theft by
deception and second-degree theft by
failure to make proper disposition of
property received.

An investigation launched in May
2019 by the Special Prosecutions Unit
of the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office revealed that a local couple
had contracted with the defendant to
build a new home in Westfield for an
agreed-upon price of $1.35 million,
according to Unit Supervisor and
Assistant Prosecutor Melissa
Spagnoli, who is prosecuting the case,
according to a press release from the

prosecutor’s office.
Rapuano allegedly assured the

couple that his business, Elegant
Homes, was liquid and solvent, but
those representations were proven to
be false, Ms. Spagnoli said. The couple
handed over a $135,000 down pay-
ment in October 2018, and within two
days, Rapuano had allegedly spent the
money on other projects, and no work
was ever done on the victim couple’s
new home, according to the release

Earlier last week, Rapuano was
served through his attorney with a
complaint-summons ordering him to
appear in state Superior Court or face
a bench warrant for his arrest.

Anyone with additional informa-
tion about Rapuano’s activities is
being urged to contact Prosecutor’s
Office Detective Dennis Donovan at
(908) 527-4558.

Image by Sven Erik Arndt
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Garwood Parks Green Team
Completes Planting Project

ADOPTING A PARK...The Garwood Green Team on Saturday competed its first
project since it joined the Union County ‘Adopt A Park’ program.

STREET OF WEEK...The Garwood Police Department kicked off the Street of
the Week Campaign on Monday on East Street. The campaign is designed to draw
attention to issues that residents bring to the police department. Roadways
designated as the “Street of the Week” can expect to see an increase in patrol as
well as a more concentrated effort to address motor-vehicle violations ranging
from speeding to stop sign violators as well as quality of life concerns. For more
information on the Street of the Week program, residence can check it out on the
Garwood Police Department website at www.GarwoodPD.org. Pictured is Of-
ficer Chris Czachorowski in front of the Greater Westfield YMCA on East Street.

ShopRite Dietitian to
To Host Family Meals Events

GARWOOD — On Saturday, the
Garwood Green Team competed its
first project since it joined the Union
County ‘Adopt A Park’ program. Led
by Union County Environmental Spe-
cialist Betty Ann Kelly, who explained
the proper way to plant plants, and
with tools and shrubs provided by
Union County, the group used picks
and shovels to dig through what
seemed like asphalt to create an en-
trance planting at East Street.

While designed by the Olmstead
Brothers Landscape Architecture firm
as part of the Union County Park
system, the park’s ‘side entrance’ at
East Street by Hickory Avenue lacks
a true entrance planting. It is an en-
trance with no less than a dozen signs
- municipal and county - and metal
and utility pole bollards. The Green
team focused on East Street as it is the
main entrance into Unami Park from
Garwood. It is hoped that this will be
the first of many park improvements
the team looks forward to creating.

In accordance with Union County’s
goal of planting native plants in its
parks, the group planted 14 native
plants including ferns, Highbush
Blueberries, and Ninebark; plants that
are not only New Jersey natives, but
also plants that should be able to take
the tough conditions in the ground in
which it was planted. Even though

Union County personnel tilled the
sod away, each hole required group
members to take turns picking the
ground and cleaning out the rocks
and extremely dry soil. Properly back-
filled and mulched, the Garwood Fire
Department assisted by watering each
and every plant three times, letting
the water soak into the holes and
quench the thirsty plant roots. The
department advised that it was the
first time they had assisted the com-
munity by watering a new planting.

The Garwood Green Team under-
takes various beautification projects
in Garwood, is collecting plastic bags
through the TREX program to get a
new bench for Garwood, and is pro-
moting sustainable purchasing prac-
tices throughout the borough. Look
for the team’s holiday planter arrange-
ments during the winter holidays. All
Garwood residents are welcome to
join the Garwood Green Team (and
purchase a team t-shirt.) by contact-
ing Councilwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock at
jblumenstock@garwood.org, or by
calling Garwood Borough Hall at
(908) 789-0710. The team looks for-
ward to working with Union County
to remove the ‘sign pollution’ at the
East Street entrance sometime in 2020
and showing off the planting as it
flowers and blooms in the spring.

GARWOOD – September is Fam-
ily Meals Month at ShopRite and the
ShopRite of Garwood’s new regis-
tered dietitian, Danielle D’Elisiis, is
marking the event with special store
tours and healthy cooking demon-
strations.

In addition, ShopRite will be dis-
tributing a free recipe book to cus-
tomers throughout the month.

Ms. D’Elisiis, who recently joined
the supermarket’s health and
wellness team, also offers an array of
ongoing free nutrition services. She
provides store tours and cooking
demonstrations along with compli-
mentary one-on-one counseling ser-
vices for customers and associates.
She can help customers navigate the
aisles to help them better understand
food labels.

“Family Meals Month allows
ShopRite to show consumers the best
ways to eat healthy,” said Natalie

Menza-Crowe, director of health and
wellness at ShopRite. “We’re excited
that Ms. D’Elisiis has joined our team
of dietitians, and will be sharing
healthy recipes and free nutrition ad-
vice with customers and associates at
the ShopRite of Garwood.”

For more information, email
Danielle.D’Elisiis@wakefern.com,
or call ShopRite of Garwood at: (908)
654-0803.

ShopRite of Garwood is located at
563 North Ave. in Garwood and is
open Sunday through Wednesday from
7 a.m. to 10 p.m., and Thursday through
Saturday from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m.

LONGREST DRIVE...The Fanwood Rescue Squad received a donation of $1,800
from Chelsea Senior Living from the company's annual golf outing held Septem-
ber 25. The golf outing benefits volunteer first responders in 16 New Jersey
municipalities where Chelsea has assisted-living communities. Chelsea's director
of communications, Tom Kranz, awarded the symbolic check to rescue squad
member Joan Lozowski, who also won a $50 gift card for the longest drive by a
woman golfer. Fanwood is home to Chelsea's corporate headquarters and the
company's flagship assisted living residence.

Local Man Pleads Guilty to
Possessing Child Pornograpy

WESTFIELD — A Westfield
man has admitted to being in pos-
session of thousands of digital files
constituting images and videos
depicting acts of child pornogra-
phy, acting Union County Pros-
ecutor Lyndsay V. Ruotolo an-
nounced last week.

Gregory L. Brown, Jr., 37, admit-
ted to a charge of first-degree posses-
sion of child pornography with the
intent to distribute during a Monday
afternoon court hearing before Union
County State Superior Court Judge
Regina Caulfield, presiding judge of
the criminal division.

A months-long investigation by
the Special Prosecutions Unit of the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office,

prompted by information provided
by the National Center for Missing
and Exploited Children, working
through the New Jersey State Police
Internet Crimes Against Children
Task Force, resulted in Brown being
arrested and charged in February
2019, according to Union County
Assistant Prosecutor Robert
Rosenthal, who is handling the mat-
ter.

Through a thorough forensic search
of multiple Tumblr social media ac-
counts associated with Brown and
multiple electronic devices belong-
ing to him, including a mobile phone
and a damaged tablet, several thou-
sand files depicting various sexual
acts with children were recovered by
the Prosecutor’s Office’s Cyber
Crimes Task Force, Mr. Rosenthal
said.

This investigation was led by
Prosecutor ’s Office Detective
Dennis Donovan, as well as mem-
bers of the Special Prosecutions
Unit, the Cyber Crimes Task Force,
and the Westfield Police Depart-
ment.

Sentencing in the case has been
tentatively scheduled for Friday,
November 8,  before Judge
Caulfield, at which time Brown is
expected to be sentenced to 10
years in state prison, with the full
term to be served before the possi-
bility of parole. He will also be
subject  to the provisions of
Megan’s Law and remain under
parole supervision for life.

September Would Be Suicide
Prevention Month Under Bill

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congress-
woman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-
12th, NJ) has introduced a resolution
supporting the designation of Sep-
tember as National Suicide Preven-
tion Month. Since 2008, suicide has
been a leading cause of death among
young people aged 10 to 34, second
only to accidents.

According to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC),
there are over 1.3 million suicide
attempts each year resulting in over
47,000 deaths. The risk of suicide is
especially high in the LGBTQ com-
munity. The Trevor Project estimates
more than 1.8 million lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, and queer youth
seriously consider suicide each year.

“Deaths of despair, including sui-
cide, are at an all-time high among
young people in this country. The
epidemic of suicide has had an espe-
cially heavy impact on our LGBTQ
youth and LGBTQ youth of color,”
Congresswoman Watson Coleman
said. “At the same time, the stigma
associated with mental health condi-
tions further exacerbates the problem
of suicide prevention by discourag-
ing those in crisis from seeking help.
For the sake of the mental health of an
entire generation, we must draw at-
tention to and address this problem.”

According to data released in 2018,
almost half of all lesbian, gay, and
bisexual students seriously consider
attempting suicide. Separately, the
2015 U.S. Transgender Survey found
40 percent of respondents had at-
tempted suicide at least once, nearly
nine times the rate for the U.S. popu-
lation at large.

“Too many people, too many les-
bian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer
and same gender loving people, too
many black LGBTQ/SGL people are
dying by suicide and this does not
have to be our reality. A critically
important step in responding to and
reducing the number of people who
die by suicide and to better support-
ing people living with suicidal
thoughts is to have more conversa-
tions about mental health, wellness
and suicide,” said David J. Johns,
executive director of the National
Black Justice Coalition. “I applaud
Congresswoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman, our colleagues at the Trevor
Project and everyone involved in the
effort to ensure that we make more
space to talk about and find resources
to acknowledge suicide as a public
health problem that must be addressed
expeditiously.”

“We are grateful to Rep. Watson
Coleman for recognizing suicide
among LGBTQ people as a public

health crisis, and for marking its im-
portance with a House resolution dur-
ing National Suicide Prevention
Month,” said Amit Paley, chief ex-
ecutive officer and executive director
for The Trevor Project, the world’s
largest suicide prevention and crisis
intervention organization for LGBTQ
young people. “In our recent survey
of LGBTQ youth mental health, 39
percent of LGBTQ youth reported
seriously considering attempting sui-
cide in the past 12 months, and more
than half of transgender and non-
binary youth seriously considered it.”

Rep. Watson Coleman is the chair
of the Congressional Black Caucus
Emergency Taskforce on Black Youth
Suicide and Mental Health.

Rescue Sq.  A Winner
In Grant Program

FANWOOD – New Jersey Ameri-
can Water representatives recently
presented a check for $945 to the
Fanwood Rescue Squad as part of its
ninth annual First Responder Grant
Program.The borough was  one of 21
volunteer fire departments and emer-
gency responders chosen as a winner
of grant funds  through the program.

All of this year’s winners will uti-
lize these funds to support initiatives,
training and/or upgraded equipment
to help the responders better protect
the communities they serve.

Flu Shots Available
For Cranford Residents
CRANFORD — Seasonal influ-

enza (FLU) immunizations will be
administered by the Madison Health
Department to Madison, Chatham
Township, Springfield and Cranford
residents on the following dates and
at the following locations:

Tuesday, October 15, from 3:30 to
6 p.m. at the Cranford Community
Center, 220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford;

Wednesday, October 16, from 9 to
11 a.m., at the Madison Civic Center,
28 Walnut Street, Madison;

Wednesday, October 16, from 1:30
to 3 p.m. at Chatham Township Se-
nior Center, 58 Meyersville Road,
Chatham Township;

Thursday, October 17, from 12:30
p.m. to 2 p.m. at the Chisholm Com-
munity Center, 100 South Spring-
field Avenue in Springfield;

Monday, October 21, from 9 to 11
a.m., Madison Civic Center, 28 Wal-
nut Street, Madison;

Tuesday, October 29, from 6 to
7:30 p.m., at the Chisholm Commu-
nity Center, 100 South Springfield
Avenue, Springfield.

Permits Available
In New Parking Zone
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Police Department Rescue has
announced that parking permits for
all Redwood Road and Crestwood
Road residents that are in the newly
zoned parking permit areas can be
obtained at the records bureau of the
police department.

Enforcement will begin on or about
Friday, October 4. Any questions
should be directed to Sergeant Jerry
Brown at (908) 322-7100, extension
104.

Michael Mautone to
Tell His Story of

Abuse by Local Priest
SCOTCH PLAINS — Michael

Mautone, a local victim and advo-
cate on clergy abuse, will discuss his
story on Thursday, October 10, at 7
p.m. in the Lacey Ballroom at Shady
Rest at Scotch Hills Country Club,
820 Jerusalem Road, Scotch Plains,
NJ.

Mr. Mautone’s topic will be “Fac-
ing The Truth: A Local Survivor of
Childhood Sexual Abuse Tells His
Story,” which tells his story of “child-
hood sexual abuse at the hands of
Kevin Gugliotta, a man who subse-
quently became a Catholic priest and
was assigned to several parishes with
his longest assignment at Saint
Bartholomew’s in Scotch Plains,”
according to a press release he sub-
mitted to this newspaper.

He said he will offer “insight, ad-
vice and support as a survivor of
sexual abuse well along a path to
healing.”

According to the website
newjerseysexabuseattorneys.com,
Gugliotta was sentenced in August of
2017 to 11 and half to 23 and half
months in prison, must register as sex
offender and will be on probation for
five years after he completes his jail
sentence on child pornography
charges.
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Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Bette Kowalski, chair
bkowalski@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

Policy on Political
Endorsements

The newspaper will publish politi-
cal endorsements in its online media,
available with download of the news-
paper at www.goleader.com. Submit-
tals should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com.

Those who would like their politi-
cal endorsements also published in
the printed newspaper can do so by
using the paid service at https://
w w w . g o l e a d e r . c o m / f o r m /
bulletin.htm.

We publish letters to the editor in
the printed newspaper on issues of
importance to our readers at the dis-
cretion of the editors.

Union County Freeholders Urge Action
On Rahway River Flood Control

Union County, NJ – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has responded to a recommendation
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
which effectively halts a decades-
long planning process for flood con-
trol in the Rahway River Basin. Last
July, the Army Corps of Engineers
abruptly notified the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion that work on the flood control
plan is no longer merited.

“After 20 years of genuine progress,
USACE halted the study for no dis-
cernible reason. We strongly urge the
Army Corps of Engineers to resume
work on this critical matter of public
safety and economic security for com-
munities throughout our region,” said
Union County Freeholder Chair Bette
Jane Kowalski.

The planning process has been un-
der way since 1999, after Congress
approved funds for a feasibility study
for flood control in the Rahway River
Basin. The Rahway River Basin cov-
ers more than 81 square miles within
the New York metropolitan region,
including parts of Union and Essex
counties.

The action by Congress followed a
series of destructive floods dating
back to 1938, impacting Cranford,
Rahway and other communities. More
recently, severe flooding occurred
during Tropical Storm Floyd in 1999,
a springtime nor’easter in 2007, and
Hurricane Irene in 2011.

“By working with the vigorous sup-
port of U.S. Senators Robert
Menendez and Cory Booker over the
years, and more recently U.S. Repre-
sentative Tom Malinowski, Union

County and other stakeholders in
Rahway River flood control were able
to keep funding available. In 2015 the
Army Corps of Engineers even agreed
to place the study on a priority track,”
said Freeholder Chair Kowalski. “It
is unacceptable for USACE to re-
verse course, without warning, and
literally invent a reason for doing so.”

In its recommendation, USACE
stated that “locally imposed con-
straints and lack of acceptance of the
alternatives proposed has severely
limited the scope of our solutions.”

“In fact, the opposite is true,” said
Freeholder Chair Kowalski. “Union
County has worked cooperatively all
along with Essex County and the
Mayors whose communities lie within
the Rahway River Basin, and we
achieved consensus on a plan devel-
oped by USACE.”

Freeholder Chair Kowalski out-
lined Union County’s concerns in a
letter to New Jersey DEP Commis-
sioner Catherine R. McCabe, dated
September 24, urging DEP to reject
the recommendation to halt the feasi-
bility study.

“We strongly believe that taking no
action, as proposed by USACE, is an
unacceptable outcome of the feasi-
bility study process,” she wrote.
“Union County residents and tens of
thousands of people throughout the
region are counting on us, and we
must fulfill our obligation to protect
life and property, among the most
basic responsibilities of our govern-
ment to the people we serve.”

Bette Jane Kowalski
Chair, Union County Board of

Chosen Freeholders

Thank you Sherry
I would like to “second” the heart-

felt letter written by Todd Evans that
appeared in the September 19, 2019,
edition of The Leader thanking Sherry
Cronin for her “dedication and hard
work in making Westfield the best it
can be.”

All the best with your new ventures
and next chapter.

Michele Fischer
Westfield

Reader Advises That All Residents
Should Scrutinize Their Tax Bill

A word of advice, we recommend you
should always scrutinize the property tax
bill when it comes in. There is a total
dollar amount noted right near the center
of the tax bill. But that is not the same
amount when you add up the four cou-
pons, which you will be paying forward.

Surprise. The coupons actually add up
to more. This is due to the school’s fiscal
year does not match the municipal and
county’s fiscal year. Plus going into the
first half of the next year (2020) there is
some estimation done by the local fi-
nance officer.

Our property tax bill of course is made
up of the muni, school district and county
costs, and the state mandates to have
listed separately the library and open
space trust fund costs. But be aware the
library is really part of the muni and the
open space is part of the county costs.

Commenting on Garwood’s impacts
when comparing the tax points listed in
the upper right hand corner from last
year’s bill to this year’s (avg. total in-
crease is $205):

The muni end: UP 1 percent. The coun-
cil noted it was a slightly different per-
centage, but you have to add in the li-
brary. In fact, last year the council said
they had a 0 percent increase, but adding
in the library the muni actually increased
.4 percent. These low muni tax impacts
are actually caused by what I call “one-
shot deals” such as the one-time large
construction permitting and fees costs
along with a one-time large tax repay-

ment. So our borough operating costs run
much higher, but is offset downward.
“One shots” are a dangerous slope once
they disappear.

The school district end: UP 4.2 per-
cent. But the BOE said it was only 1.9
percent? Why? It depends how our con-
struction debt is spun. Last year, we had
a “one-shot deal” out of our capital that
offset our debt service lowering the total
impact to .5 percent. But just the district
operations tax impact went up 2 percent.
This year, that one-shot deal was no more
and thus the large tax increase. It appears
the BOE likes only giving the public the
smaller of the numbers. And this year’s
budget includes more “one shots.”

The county end: This actually went
DOWN .3 percent, thank you. But that
was only because our ratables had dropped
from the major factory properties that
were appealed since they were demol-
ished. BTW-The cost has to be made up
by some other county town paying more.
However, looking at the overall county
budget, all they did was increase their
surplus for no reason except that they can
frivolously tax all 21 towns with impu-
nity and without repercussion. They are
now sitting on over 15 percent free cash,
$78 million! And one other amazing num-
ber is their debt service is now $71 mil-
lion, more than half of the 21 county
towns total budgets.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Garwood Incumbents on Council
Discuss Budget and Tax Bill

One of the biggest responsibilities of a
local elected official is the municipal
budget. As the current finance chair and
having served on this committee twice, I
feel compelled to make this the topic of
my letter today. While it only makes up
33 percent of the tax bill (with the rest
coming from the board of education and
the county), the municipal budget pro-
vides all the services from public safety to
garbage pickup, sewer system, recreation,
senior programs, and much more. I know
it takes hard work all year long to find
new ways to save money, and it is impor-
tant for us to involve the public through-
out the process.

When Jen Blumenstock and I first ran
for office three years ago, we made fiscal
responsibility and public outreach our
top priorities. For this very reason, we
started the “Breaking Down the Budget”
informational meetings where residents
could hear more about the municipal bud-
get and services and ask their questions.
These sessions were held each year since
we were elected and the PowerPoint pre-
sentations were posted on the borough
website for residents to look at, even if
they were unable to attend the meeting.

When Sara Todisco took the office of
Mayor, she created a first-ever Citizens’
Advisory Panel of nine residents with a
range of backgrounds, which I partici-
pated in as finance chair. This initiative
has increased our ability to directly in-
volve residents in the decision-making
process of capital purchases, like equip-
ment and roads.

We are proud of the real results we
have brought for Garwood. For one, the
municipal taxes were a flat, zero dollar
increase last year for the first time in 17
years. This year, we had a $35 tax in-
crease, the second lowest in 18 years.

While keeping taxes down, we have in-
vested in our departments to properly
equip them, including a street sweeper to
replace the one from 1990 that was no
longer operable and a rescue ladder truck
to ensure our fire department can reach
the over 40 buildings, including the
school, that they currently cannot. All
this feedback from the panel and from
department heads allowed us to come up
with a five-year capital improvement plan
to spend on projects that were urgently
needed. In addition, we went through
every budget line to cut out waste and
even help increase revenue by selling
unneeded sewer flow rights to Spring-
field and hiring a financial expert to help
us negotiate a better deal with our rede-
velopment builders.

We find it alarming that our opponents
will stop road projects and new equip-
ment purchases. They say they won’t
spend, but a town can’t run properly or
safely without proper upkeep. We be-
lieve it is important to keep road projects
going, so our roads don’t fall into even
poorer condition. We believe it is impor-
tant to replace old DPW, Police, and Fire
equipment. Let’s not forget the times in
2016 when we needed another town to
bail us out to make sure residential gar-
bage was still picked up because the
Republicans on council voted no on a
new garbage truck.

I hope you will support me along with
my running mates, Jen Blumenstock and
Russ Graham, to continue to bring real
results for you.

Reelection Candidates
Marc Lazarow

Jen Blumenstock
Rus Graham

Garwood

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Gyneconitis – A place or apartment

reserve for women
2. Saurophagous – Subsisting on liz-

ards
3. Isopiestic – Indicating equal pres-

sure
4. Kopje – A hill with a steep side and

a flat top

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ZADDICK
1. In Judaism, a righteous and just man
2. An arrow or arrowhead
3. A type of sweet onion
4. A water wheel with buckets

CHEONGSAM
1. A Chinese warlord of the seventh

through tenth century
2. Chinese high-necked, closefitting

dress with the skirt part way up the sides
3. A Chinese playwright
4. A Chinese saber of the Han Dynasty

ABDAL
1. A carpet maker
2. An Arabic street vender
3. A Mohammedan fanatic
4. An Islamic cleric

POMOLOGY
1. The study of the various types of soil
2. The art or science of raising fruit
3. The study of widespread epidemics

of catastrophic proportions
4. The art of fermenting flowers or

grasses to produce wine or liqueur

Army Corps Needs to Rethink
Flooding Feasibility Study

After years in the making, officials learned last
month that the United States Army Corps of Engi-
neers (USACE) moved, without warning, to kill the
Rahway River Flood Risk Management Feasibility
Study. The local region, especially Cranford, has
sustained significant flood damage over the years
from Hurricane Floyd in 1999 to Hurricane Irene in
2011. The financial loss from Irene alone exceeded
$75 million, according to the Mayors Council
Rahway River Watershed Flood Control.

The Rahway River Watershed encompasses 41
square miles of urban and suburban area in 24
municipalities in Essex, Union and Middlesex coun-
ties in central New Jersey including Cranford, Spring-
field, and Millburn as well as the City of Rahway.

Alternatives considered included channel improve-
ments in Cranford and modification to the Orange
Reservoir dam spillway in West Orange as well as a
nonstructural plan in the 10-year floodplain for the
Robinson’s Branch in Rahway.

USACE notified the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (NJDEP) on September
18 that further plans to protect the area along the
Rahway River from future flooding was not war-
ranted because “locally imposed constraints and
lack of acceptance of the alternatives proposed has
severely limited the scope of our solutions,” accord-
ing to a letter from Union County Freeholder Chair
Bette Jane Kowalski, a Cranford resident, to New
Jersey DEP Commissioner Catherine R. McCabe.
Freeholder Kowalski in her letter called the USACE’s
decision “unacceptable, especially considering that
Union County, the Mayors Council Rahway River
Flood Control, and residents in both Union and

Essex Counties for years have worked coopera-
tively on a plan developed by USACE New York
District.” She noted that plan, known as Alternative
4a, supported by the above groups, was rejected in
July of 2018 “totally without warning” by USACE.

According to the Mayors Council, Cranford sus-
tained “over $4-million in damage” from Hurricane
Irene including damage to Brookside Avenue School
and Cranford High School; the first floor of the
Cranford Municipal Building which was damaged
and deemed unusable. In addition, 1,600 homes
were impacted, with 300 first floors damaged with
an estimated $16.5 million in homeowner losses.
The Cranford Canoe Club was also severely dam-
aged. Eighty homes in Springfield sustained severe
flood damage adding up to $8 million in damages
from Irene with businesses sustaining another $2.3
million in flood damages.

“They (USACE) state the study has been going on
for 17 years. But that was the initial assessment
which was a short review at a $50,000 cost. It has
only been since 2013 with the Mayors and federal
support from Senators and Congressman that the
study has reviewed alternatives, “ said Dan
Aschenbach, a former Cranford mayor and member
of the Mayors Council.

The flooded sustained from powerful hurricanes
and tropical storms is likely to only continue in the
years ahead. We encourage the DEP as well as
federal, state, county and municipal elected officials
to put pressure the USACE back to the table to come
up with a viable plan that all parties can accept. The
residents and businesses of Union and Essex Coun-
ties living along the river deserve nothing more.

Mental Health First Aid
Offers Tools to Save a Life

Local government officials, school districts and cri-
sis intervention specialists have over the past several
years been bringing what is known as Mental Health
First Aid to the attention of the public through a series
of initiatives. Like the immediate care provided to
someone whose physical health is in jeopardy, Mental
Health First Aid is employed in response to an indi-
vidual who may be suicidal or otherwise at risk due to
a mental health condition.

Caring Contact, a Westfield-based, volunteer-staffed
caring and crisis hotline and listening community, has
offered training in Mental Health First Aid at various
local venues. Mental Health First Aid also is a compo-
nent of the training Caring Contact volunteer listeners
receive in preparation for their service on the hotline.

According to Caring Contact, those trained in Men-
tal Health First Aid “learn the risk factors, warning
signs and symptoms for a range of mental health
problems and what to do when they encounter a person
in mental health crisis.”

The agency has described the training as “ideal for
first responders, educators, clergy, leaders of commu-
nity groups and business professionals as well as for
families with loved ones suffering from mental illness
or mental health issues.”

Training programs have been held at community,
religious and health-and-wellness facilities, with some
sessions addressing Youth Mental Health First Aid.
Mental health concerns among young people have
gained increased attention nationwide, as well as in our
immediate readership area, which itself has not been

immune to the sometimes tragic outcome of a young
person’s psychological struggle.

Citing statistics compiled by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, Westfield resident Scott Jeffery,
who has served on Caring Contact’s board of directors,
noted in a recent article in this newspaper that suicide
is the second-leading cause of death among young
people ages 10 to 34.

The Westfield Mental Health Council, established
last year, includes among its committees a Youth
Advisory Committee, comprised of teens with adult
staff members, that assists in identifying “worthwhile
programs for youth mental health support in the
Westfield schools and community.”

Additionally, a group of Westfield High School
students participated in June in Caring Contact’s ASIST
(Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training) pro-
gram. Participants learn the warning signs that an
individual may be suicidal and how to effectively
respond.

During its meeting on September 23, the Cranford
Board of Education heard a presentation regarding the
introduction of Youth Mental Health First Aid training
for district staff members.

We endorse all of these programs, and others within
our local communities, that seek to reach those in crisis
and provide them with the help they need. By giving
adults and youth alike the knowledge and tools they
require to recognize a family member, peer, colleague
or stranger in need of Mental Health First Aid, we are
enabling them to potentially save a life.

Westfield Council
Candidates Forum

The Westfield Leader will be spon-
soring a candidates debate among
candidates for Westfield Town Coun-
cil from 7:30 to 9 p.m. on Monday,
October 21. We invite town residents
to send questions for the candidates
to editor@goleader.com.

Useful Information is at
www.goleader.com/help

(Your subscription Renewal Date
and Customer ID are printed on

your mailing label.)
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State Farm® provides life 
insurance policies to millions of 
people, and with more choices to 
protect you and your loved ones, 

for you.
Here to help life go right.™

Call me today.

Get 
protection 
and live  
worry free

1605581

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI) -
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI) - 

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•
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Scott Katz: A Neighbor Who
Deserves Your Vote

Scott Katz is running for Ward 4
town council and deserves your vote.
I’ve known Scott for 10 years, and
his enthusiasm and passion for the
causes in which he believes are
contagious. Running for council to
better the Westfield community is
clearly one of those causes; the time
and effort Scott has devoted to
meeting his potential constituents and
learning what he can do to address
their concerns evidences his strong
dedication to this goal.

Our families became friends when
a mutual friend introduced us; our
children are similar ages. Since then
my family has gotten to know him
and his wife Caroline and their
children Nate and Amelia, very well.
On many a night, you can find him,
my husband and our kids playing a
friendly (but competitive!) game of
hearts or spades. He has coached my
son’s basketball team and two of my
kids are interning for his campaign
(they are big fans!).

Scott is smart, engaging, and very
motivated. We often talk about work,
it's obvious how much he cares about
his customers and how strong the
relationships he’s built with them are;
I see him regularly checking in and
working hard to listen to and address
their concerns. Scott’s concern is
genuine; he means what he says.

Nights at the Katz house often lead
to deep conversations about ideas
Scott has to correct an injustice, assist
a person or a community in need

(e.g., the most recent was to drop off
bottles of water in Newark to assist
with the water crisis). During our
conversations, his full attention is
focused on you; he regularly follows
up to see how you’re feeling or if you
still needed help with something. He’s
extremely selfless; he once drove
straight from work to jump my
husband's car when my husband was
stranded in another town.

Scott leads an active life. He's often
up riding his bike early in the morning,
watching his daughter at one of her
acting events, or playing basketball
with his son in his backyard. On the
weekends, he and Caroline love to
entertain friends. You can often find
Scott at the grill or making his
homemade beans and rice.

As a resident of Westfield, there
are a lot of improvements to be made
around town that I would like to see.
We need more people who will
passionately advocate for our
businesses, our roads, and all of the
things that will make Westfield an
even more desirable town and better
place to live. Scott could not be a
better fit for the job!

My family is proud to call him a
friend, and I know you will be proud
to have him as your town councilman.

Sheri G. Pardo

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

I Can't Vote Yet, but I Hope
You Do for Scott Katz

As an eighth grade student at
Edison Intermediate School here in
Westfield, I walk to school almost
every day. In three years of walking
down Rahway Avenue, I’ve seen
many students biking to school and
they always use the sidewalk. This is
because there are no bike lanes and
many feel the road is too busy and
unsafe for them on their bikes.

This is an issue for all of us heading
to and from school because the bikes
are in danger of hitting me and other
students walking on the sidewalk and
being hit by cars in the street. I’d
really like to skateboard to school
but haven’t for the same reasons, and
there are too many holes and uneven
areas.

I recently met Scott Katz, who’s
running to be our Ward 4 Councilman.
When I talked to him about this, he
recommended I go to the pedestrian
and bicycle safety plan town hall. I

did go and was able to learn about
what the town is currently trying to
do to make it safer for kids like me to
walk and bike to school. They even
listened to what I had to say. I was
glad to see Scott there too, and we
talked some more about our thoughts
on the ideas on display.

I’m excited that Scott is making
this an important issue in his
campaign. He showed me that he
cares a lot about the safety of kids
and all the residents of Westfield. I’m
writing this letter because I’m too
young to vote, but I hope everyone
who can, will vote for Scott and help
him advocate for better, safer, and
greener ways of getting to school and
around town.

Zach Marus, 8th Grade

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

On one of those nights when you
know your spouse is not going to be
home for hours and you pull up to
your driveway a little later than nor-
mal, you notice a car that you have
never seen before in front of your
house. The lights on the car are off,
but the car is still running. You can see
the silhouette of a man in the front
seat. Your house is dark because you
haven’t yet adjusted your light timers
for fall. Everyone in town is talking
about how so many cars have been
stolen in the last few months in
Westfield. What do you do? Do you
open the garage door and race in? Do
you drive around the block several
times, hoping they will leave? What
do you do?

This is an example of how living
near the ice rink has made many of
our Westfield neighbors feel. Every
day another car parked out front, an-
other stranger in the neighborhood or
a bus full of strangers. Then there is
the noise, the sounds of which could
be compared to that of a construction
site full of hammers striking wood.
Players crashing into the boards,
pucks being hit and the officials
whistle blowing till all hours of the
night.

I must admit, when I first heard
about the hockey rink I thought it was
a good idea. I remember as a kid
skating at Gumbert Park. The differ-
ence back then was we were just ice
skating till dark. The other thing I
didn’t understand was how little
Westfield is allowed to partake in the
ice rink. Seems to be only 10 percent
of the ice time goes to Westfield. So
the 90 percent balance of rink time is
given to outsiders. What does that
mean? It has meant buses sitting idle
running for hours, and a choir of cars
(also sitting idle for hours) with head
lights aimed into homes. In addition
to this the disruptive crowd noise

Letters to the Editor

The Democrat Party
And Anaischyntographoi

Pervasive technology is exponen-
tially transforming every aspect of
human behavior. When observing the
youngsters downtown with their bent
necks communicating with their smart
phones, I sometimes wonder what
type of world awaits them. But what
is medically fascinating is how tech-
nology is substantially impacting the
behavior of various groups in dis-
tinctly different ways, so much so that
it’s reasonable to assume a role of
genetic etiology. What else? As an
example, take the surge of the current
Democrat Party and its media and
university acolytes. Their behavioral
expressions are characterized by
highly emotional outbursts, hate and
mendacity probably with the help of
a dominant self-deception gene. Two
primary expanding targets are attacks
against capitalism and our Constitu-
tion. But there is another expression
that hasn’t yet been explained to the
public. And that is anaischyntographoi
(ANAIS as an acronym).

ANAIS is an old Greek word mean-
ing “writers of shameless things.”
Though it was primarily applied to
pornographers, it also extended to
scandals of other types. Historically,
the greatest and most influential
ANAIS was the Italian, Aretino, dur-
ing the 16th century. His publications
brought Popes and kings, among oth-
ers, who had sinful sexual and other
types of unacceptable behavior to his
doors seeking words of adulation in-
stead of negative criticism.

Evidently, the Democrats are well
aware of Aretino’s techniques as ex-
emplified by the extremely vicious,
unsubstantiated accusations of Su-
preme Court Justice Kavanaugh dur-
ing his confirmation hearings. ANAIS,
also knowing about Aretino’s appre-

ciation of persistence, unabashedly
continue to shamelessly attack this
man spearheaded by the New York
Times, Washington Post and Los An-
geles Times – all, unlike the Wall
Street Journal–scandalmonger, lib-
eral publications. (Periodically, I’m
intrigued by the idea of conducting
psychological and genetic evaluations
of the men at these four publications.
Wouldn’t that be interesting?).

ANAIS attacks on President Trump
are disturbing harbingers of things to
come. They range from his alleged
golden rain experience in Russia and
a biological moment with Stormy
Daniels to Russian Collusiongate–
and now to the Ukraine phone call
leaked by a CIA agent. Adam Schiff,
chairman of the House Intelligence
Committee, shamelessly lied about
the contents of the transcript of the
call and escaped unscathed.

Another ANAIS target is the white
male. The anti-white male momentum
gathered steam at left, liberal Demo-
crat-infested universities where, sup-
ported by the Obama administration, a
simple accusation by a female student
shamelessly becomes equal to the final
verdict of a jury. The attack was virtu-
ally unopposed, even puzzling so by
the timid parents of male students, until
the Trump administration took action.

My Democrat and Republican col-
leagues unanimously agree that things,
such as family and civility, are spin-
ning out of control. Interestingly
enough, none has a solution. When I
mention that we desperately need
highly visible effective leaders to step
to the plate with doable proposals,
they also unanimously believe that it
would be personally disastrous be-
cause of growing speech control,
which is fodder for ANAIS. The dis-
tinguished black economist, Thomas
Sowell, wrote that it’s now only pos-
sible to tell the complete truth either
anonymously or posthumously.

The cataclysmic, technology-
driven transformation of our country,
let alone human existence, is cur-
rently out of control. We need some
breathing room for digestion in order
to prevent the tyrannical and joyless
Robespierre from coming back to
town. And though it would be ex-
tremely traumatic for some – and I
mean traumatic! – that breathing room
would be not to vote for ANAIS-
driven Democrats.

Stephen DeFelice
Westfield

Every so often, I’m reminded that
the Town of Westfield is magical.

One of those times happened a few
weeks ago when I saw Mark
Parmelee, in front of the Westfield
train station, campaigning for a seat
on the town council to represent Ward
2. Mark gave me a hug, we laughed,
and we picked up right where we left
off.

I first met Mark 35 years ago when
we were moving into Sadler Hall at
Syracuse University. We became fast
friends, then roommates and had more
than our share of fun together. I knew
we’d be life-long friends. After
graduation, we stepped into the real
world, and like many, we promised
that we’ll stay close and always be in
touch. And, like many, we didn’t.

But, Westfield had a different idea.
Twenty-one years ago, my wife Jo

and I had just moved to Westfield, I
was on my NJ Transit commute home
and was shocked when I bumped into
Mark. He gave me a hug, we laughed
and we picked up right where we left
off. He then told me he had just
moved to Westfield with his wife
Megan. Westfield had done its magic,
and reconnected us.

This continued for the next few
decades. Life would pull us deep into
our day-to-day and we’d lose touch.
But, then there would be something
happening at schools, downtown or
at St. Helen’s, or a campaign for town
council, and Westfield would once
again figure out a way for Mark and
I to spend some time together. We’d
laugh, and find ourselves picking up
right where we left off.

That’s the magical beauty of
Westfield. It draws people together
that are meant to be together. And,
when we lose touch, it figures out
ways for us to reconnect. It has a
magnetic pull that attracts those with
shared values, wanting to raise a
family and send them safely to
wonderful schools. If you’re looking
for proof, look at my friendship with
Mark. No matter what we have done
to go our separate ways, Westfield is
constantly working to pull us back
together.

Mark doesn’t just understand these
special qualities of Westfield, he
cherishes them. It’s why he and
Megan chose Westfield to raise their
family.  It’s why, he’s drawn to take
on the responsibility of Ward 2. Like
me, Mark is energized by the amazing
progress Westfield has made in just
the last few years, and he wants to
help keep the magic of Westfield
alive and well.

So, when you see Mark canvassing
Ward 2, tell him why you love
Westfield. Tell him the things that
need to be done to keep Westfield a
special place to life. Ask him to tell
you the story from our senior year at
Syracuse when we set our... then
again, I take that back, just tell him
that he has your support for a seat on
Westfield’s Town Council
representing Ward 2.

Taras Wayner
Westfield resident

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Mark Parmelee for Westfield Council

The Rink
when packs of people yell to one
another as they leave or enter the
area, and of course the slamming car
doors.

You would think that with down-
town Westfield dying a slow death, a
location closer to town would make
much more sense. Since it looks like
the Rialto is gone until 2022, any kind
of a destination business would make
sense. Instead of the ice hockey people
waiting in their 20 to 30 cars for the
hockey players to leave practice, they
could be waiting in a Westfield coffee
shop, restaurant or do some shop-
ping.

Something else related to neigh-
borhood concerns about living near
the ice rink needs to come out. Seems
that when Westfield neighbors raised
issues and stated facts regarding the
impact that living near the rink has
had on their personal life, they were
attacked by supporters of the present
Westfield administration. Shame on
them. This kind of extreme social
bulling is disgusting, and seems to be
supported Brindle’s team. In my al-
most 50 years in Westfield, I cannot
ever remember such extremists in any
political party. Horrible attacks on
homeowners that are just trying to be
heard, and protect what they have
worked so hard to earn, a home in
Westfield.

There are at least 10 other loca-
tions for the ice rink that would be
smarter for the Town of Westfield and
our community. Why Gumbert? Why
not the Armory, the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Pool site, the park across from
Stop & Shop on Elm Street, etc.?
What is the real reason? Who is really
benefitting? It does not seem to be
Westfield. Move the ice rink.

Rick Bodmer
Ward 2 Council Candidate

Westfield

I’m writing to share my enthusiastic
support for Jenn Gilman, candidate
for Westfield Town Council here in
Ward 3. I’ve known Jenn for years
and have admired the countless hours
she spends volunteering to make our
community a better place.

Whether through Girl Scouts or
her legislative work with Moms
Demand Action, Jenn is a tireless
advocate for young families and puts
in the hard work it takes to see positive
results.

Her efforts in support of common-
sense gun legislation, and her
dedication to keeping our kids safe at
school are unmatched. As a fellow
Girl Scout leader, I’ve seen how

Gilman for Council
dedicated Jenn is to the two troops
she leads, as well as the larger
Westfield Girl Scout community.

As our Ward 3 councilwoman, I
have full confidence Jenn will be
responsive to concerns from
residents, build on the progress we’ve
seen since 2018, and lead initiatives
that bring Westfield into the future. I
encourage the residents of Ward 3 to
learn more about Jenn Gilman and to
vote for her on November 5!

Faye Bowie
Ward 3 Resident

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Professional Cleaning Service.
Let us do the dirty work for you!

15 % off your first cleaning. Call us for a free quote.

WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN DIVORCING

FREE DIVORCE EDUCATION CLASS

For most people, divorce is much more than a major
legal process. It's also a challenging time of transition
that can negatively impact virtually every area of life:
emotional, psychological, domestic, parental, financial,
physical health, social, vocational, and more.

This special Divorce Education Class will provide helpful
tips to assist you through this transformation process.
It will help empower you to build the satisfying new
post-divorce life you desire and deserve.

830 Morris Turnpike, Suite 302

Short Hills, NJ 07078

Thursday, October 24th, 6pm to 7:30pm

Light refreshments will be served

Speakers: Patricia A. Dulinski, Esq., April Katz Israeli, Esq.,

and Laurie J. Madziar, Esq

Space is limited, call 908-810-1083

and ask for Judith to reserve your spot today!

Williams Law Group, LLC

We Sell

Space
To Advertise,

Call the Spaceman
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19003042

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-014977-18

Plaintiff: NEWREZ LLC F/K/A NEW PENN
FINANCIAL, LLC, D/B/A SHELLPOINT MORT-
GAGE SERVICING

VS.
Defendant: DOMINIC J. AGNESE AND

HEATHER C. AGNESE, HUSBAND AND WIFE;
AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 10/16/2019
Writ of Execution: 08/12/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Twenty-One Thousand Two Hundred Ninety-Six
and 50/100*** $321,296.50.

Commonly known as address: 409 Center
Street, Garwood, New Jersey 07027.

Municipality: Borough of Garwood.
Lot and Block: Lot 25 (fka 3), Block 410 (fka

14).
Approximate dimensions: 150 x 50 feet.
Nearest cross street: Spruce Avenue.
**To the best of this firm’s knowledge, the

property is not an affordable unit subject to the
Fair Housing Act.**

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Twenty-Seven
Thousand Nine Hundred Eighty-Three and 69/
100*** $327,983.69 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC
(FORMERLY BUCKLEY MADOLE, P.C.)
485 ROUTE 1 SOUTH
WOODBRIDGE CORP CIRCLE
BUILDING F, STE 300
ISELIN NEW JERSEY 08830
732-902-5399
4 T - 09/19, 09/26, 10/03
& 10/10/19 Fee: $169.32

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION
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Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong. 

Sometimes it’s letting go.

Westfield • Summit • Red Bank • New York • Philadelphia
lindabury.com

With more than 60 years of service within the communities in which we live and work, 

our family law attorneys have the resources and experience to guide you through the 

complex process of divorce.

Divorce • Child Support • Alimony • Custody • Children with Special Needs 

Post-judgment Modifications • Retirement & Pension • Relocation

James McGlew II, Esq. 

908.233.6800

CVS Pharmacy™ is delighted to  
serve prescription customers of 

Liss Pharmacy

Summit, NJ 07901

Summit, NJ 07901

Your prescription records have been 
transferred to CVS Pharmacy™ 

Mon. - Fri. 8:00am to 9:00pm
Sat. 9:00am to 6:00pm
Sun. 9:00am to 5:00pm

908-273-0360

– Obituaries –
L. Weston ‘Wes’ Anderson, 96,
Former Resident of Westfield

L. Weston Anderson

L. Weston Anderson, 96, beloved
husband of Gloria C. Anderson for
over 70 years, died at home on Sun-
day, September 15, 2019.
Gloria passed away in
2017.

Weston (Wes) was
born in Attleboro, MA,
and was the middle son
of Louis and Agnes
Anderson. His two broth-
ers, Elliott and Melvin,
preceded him in death.
After graduating from
Attleboro High School,
he attended M.I.T. and
graduated from Tufts
University. Wes served as
an officer in the Navy
during World War II aboard the de-
stroyer escort Albert T. Harris in the
South Pacific.

He and Gloria are the parents of
six children, William (Christen) of
Indianapolis, IN, Donald (Robin)
of Coventry, CT, Robert (Kelly) of
E. Falmouth, MA, Richard (Wiona)
of Whipple, OH, Linda (Charles)
of Guilford, CT, and Thomas (Patti)
of Sandwich, MA. In addition to
daughter-in-law Debbie, 13 grand-

children and 10 great-grandchil-
dren survive.

After having lived in Westfield,
N.J., for 30 years, he was
a 33-year resident of
Seminole, FL. Wes retired
after a 40-year career as a
research chemist with
Asarco. He was an avid
sailor and tennis player.
He also enjoyed visits
from his family, comput-
ers, dogs, music, and the
shore birds who flew in
daily. Just this year, he
was proud to have at-
tended an Honor Flight to
Washington, DC, and a
Valor Flight for World

War II veterans to New Orleans,
both accompanied by his grand-
daughter, Elizabeth.

Wes gifted his body to scientific
research.

A military memorial service at
the Bay Pines National Cemetery
is pending.

Donations in Wes’ memory may
be made to the Gary Sinise Foun-
dation.
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UNICO WELCOME...Greater Westfield UNICO swore in two new members
September 10. Pictured, from left to right, are: the Reverend Michael Saporito and
Giuseppe Bianchi, the new members; Robert J. Tarte, past national officer, and
Richard Esposito, chapter president. The event took place at Romola’s in Cranford.

Louise R. Diassi
Beloved Mother

Louise R. Diassi

Louise R. Diassi, 94, of Naples,
Fla., died peacefully on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 17, 2019, at the Frances
Georgeson Hospice House. Louise
was born October 19, 1924 in Ludlow,
Vt., to the late James and Donata
(Petraglia) Pallotta. She
had lived in Westfield,
N.J., for 55 years before
moving to Bonita
Springs, Fla., in 2010
and most recently to
Naples, Fla.

She was a graduate
of Rutgers University,
where she received her
Bachelor of Arts degree
in Medical Technology.

During her residency
in Westfield, N.J., Louise
served as president of the
PTO for Tamaques
School and president of the College
Women’s Club (providing scholarships
to local residents) as well as serving on
the Mayor’s Advisory Council for Sub-
stance Abuse. Her main focus and
passion, however, was the loving, de-
votional care of her family — at which
she excelled.

She is survived by her daughter,
Patricia L. Stanko, and her husband,
Jeff, of Naples; one son, Michael A.
Diassi of Naples; her sister, Irene
Darrin of Tewksbury, Mass.; two
brothers, Vincent (Barbara) Pallotta
of Vermont and Valentino Pallotta of
Fall River, Mass.; two grandchil-
dren, Brian D. Stanko of Newport

Beach, Calif. and Jaclyn R. Zeidman
(Alex) of Bedford, Mass.; four great-
grandchildren, Ryan, Cole, Nicho-
las and Kayla, and several nieces
and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her
parents and her beloved
husband, Patrick A.
Diassi, who died on No-
vember 29, 2012.

The family received
friends on Friday, Sep-
tember 27, 2019, at
Shikany’s Bonita Fu-
neral Home, 28300 So.
Tamiami Trail, Bonita
Springs, Fla.

A Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated on
Saturday, September 28,
2019, at St. John the
Evangelist Catholic

Church, 625 111th Avenue No.,
Naples, FL 34108.

Entombment followed at Our Lady
Queen of Heaven Cemetery in Fort
Lauderdale, Fla.

The family suggests in lieu of flow-
ers that memorial donations in her
memory be made to the John Paul II
Medical Research Institute at
jp2mri.org.

To sign her guest register or to
leave online condolences, please visit
www.ShikanyFuneralHome.com.

Arrangements were handled by
Shikany’s Bonita Funeral Home Fam-
ily Owned and Operated Since 1978.
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Blessing of Animals to Take
Place at Area Park Sunday

PLAINFIELD — The Animal Ini-
tiative Committee (AIC) will hold the
20th annual Plainfield Celebration of
Animals this Sunday, October 6, at
1:30 p.m. It will take place at Leland
Avenue Park, next to Cook Elemen-
tary School, located at 739 Leland
Avenue, Plainfield. This event is free
and open to everyone, with or without
pets, to celebrate the importance of
animals in the lives of human beings.

Held in conjunction with the Feast
of St. Francis, the patron saint of
animals, leaders of local religious
and spiritual traditions will offer bless-
ings for all animals. Three horses also
will participate in the celebration.

“We invite everyone to bring their
pets to receive a blessing,” said
Maryellen Chanda, celebration event
chairwoman. All animals must be
properly restrained. Pets uncomfort-
able around other animals should be
left at home and photos can be brought

Pay Tribute to

Your Loved One

goleader.com/form/obituary

to receive a blessing for them.
This year’s theme is “First Do No

Harm,” designed to raise people’s
awareness of how to live in harmony
with the animals of the area. Water
will be available for the animals and
light vegan refreshments provided by
Ester’s Treats and The Coffee Box
will be served after the blessing.

The AIC, formed in 2000, is an all-
volunteer organization dedicated to
increasing people’s awareness of their
responsibility for the well-being of all
animals. “Wildlife and companion ani-
mals are being needlessly killed due to
inadequate facilities and lack of edu-
cation programs,” said Ms. Chanda.

The AIC focuses on the problem of
overpopulation of dogs and cats, espe-
cially community cats. It has imple-
mented a very successful trap, neuter
and return program for the latter.

“We emphasize the importance of
the use of available spay/neuter pro-
grams in controlling dog and cat popu-
lations, which can only succeed with
the active support of everyone in the
community,” Ms. Chanda stressed.
“Volunteers are always needed to help
with this important effort.”

For more information about the AIC,
email Plainfieldaic2000@gmail.com.

Variety of Events to Be Held
At Library During October
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Public Library has announced
multiple activities taking place at the
library this month.

Local artist Sandra Cerchio will
offer her monthly drawing class for
adults age 18 and older on Friday,
October 4, at 10 a.m. This month’s
session will be “Botanicals.” Space is
limited and pre-registration is re-
quired; preference will be given to
Scotch Plains and Fanwood
cardholders. Attendees should bring
sketch paper, pencils and an eraser.

Tim White will return this Satur-
day, October 5, at 2 p.m., with his
musician friends for “100 Years of
the American Songbook.” They will
perform timeless melodies from each
decade from the 1920s to the present,
sharing fun facts and interesting con-
text for each song performed. No
registration is required.

Several book clubs also are offered.
On Monday, October 7, at 10 a.m., the
library will host Bagels & Books, where
book lovers share their recent reading
experiences with other bibliophiles and
pick up suggestions for future reading.
Light refreshments will be served.
Registration is required.

The library’s Afternoon Book Club
will meet on Tuesday, October 15, at
1 p.m., to discuss “The Heart is a
Lonely Hunter” by Carson McCullers.

The Evening Book Club will meet
on Monday, October 21, at 7 p.m., to
discuss “The Underground Railroad”
by Colson Whitehead.

No registration is required for the
Afternoon Book Club or Evening
Book Club discussions.

The Scotch Plains Public Library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township. To sign up for pro-
grams that require registration, visit
the library’s website, scotlib.org. Par-
ticipants also are advised to check the
web site for cancellations due to in-
clement weather, and for more infor-
mation. Further information also is
available by calling (908) 322-5007,
extension no. 204.

Garwood Announces
Community Cleanup
GARWOOD — The 15th Annual

Clean Communities Litter Cleanup
Day will be held in Garwood on Sat-
urday, October 19, beginning at 10:30
a.m., rain or shine. Volunteer Ser-
vices, neighborhoods, social and
school groups as well as individuals
are invited to work together to reduce
the amount of litter accumulating in
various parts of the borough.

Supervision must be provided for
all children’s groups and all partici-
pants must provide their own trans-
portation to the Municipal Building
to get their supplies and site assign-
ments. To sign up, call Borough
Hall at (908) 789-0710 or email
Kathleen@garwood.org by Thurs-
day, October 17.

Columbus Day Event
To Be Held Sunday

WESTFIELD — Former First
Ward Councilman Sam Della Fera
will be the grand marshal of the Co-
lumbus Day Ceremony sponsored by
the Westfield Italian American Club
and the Greater Westfield Chapter of
UNICO National. The event will be
co-sponsored by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

The ceremony will take place this
Sunday, October 6, at 10 a.m., at the
south-side train station. The program
will feature music and speakers from
UNICO and the Italian American Club,
as well as community leaders includ-
ing Mayor Shelley Brindle and As-
sembly Republican Minority Leader
Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield).

All are invited. The ceremony will
be held rain or shine. For participa-
tion or other information, email
rjt329@yahoo.com.

Sam Della Fera

Rev. Hibbert W. Moss, 91, Retired
Pastor and Bible Scholar

The Rev. Hibbert W. Moss of
Westfield, a Bible scholar and retired
Presbyterian pastor who had served
at a number of churches in New York,
Missouri and New Jersey, has died at
the age of 91.

He was born in Detroit, Michigan,
on November 27, 1927
and died in the Center
for Hope Hospice facil-
ity in Scotch Plains on
Friday, September 6,
2019. A memorial ser-
vice will be held at The
Presbyterian Church in
Westfield at 11 a.m. on
Friday, October 11. The
Rev. Cindy Bowman
and the Rev. Helen
Beglin will officiate.

At the age of 9, Rev.
Moss moved with his
parents from Detroit to Summit, New
Jersey, and was a 1946 graduate of
Summit High School. In 1950, he
received a Bachelor’s degree in Greek
from Lafayette College in Easton,
Pennsylvania, where he also was
awarded the George B. Catlin Prize
in classical languages.

He received his Master of Divin-
ity degree from Princeton Theologi-
cal Seminary in 1953, the same year
he was ordained as a minister. He
began his ministerial career at the
First Presbyterian Church in
Ogdensburg, New York. While there,
he met his future wife, Elma Kelley,
a member of the church.

Rev. Moss moved to Missouri in
1956 and began the process of lead-
ing a congregation, overseeing the
construction of the Faith Presbyte-

rian Church in Raytown and becom-
ing its first pastor.

He remained at Faith Presbyterian
for 12 years, then he went to the
University of Missouri and earned a
Master’s degree in Library Science.
Beginning in 1971, he served as the

Library Director at Mis-
souri Baptist College in
St. Louis.

In 1982, he and his fam-
ily moved to Springfield,
New Jersey, and he be-
came the Library Direc-
tor at The College of Hu-
man Services in New York
City, later named Audrey
Cohen College and now
called the Metropolitan
College of New York.

He joined the Eliza-
beth Presbytery in 1991
and served as supply

pastor at several churches, including
Greystone Presbyterian in Elizabeth,
Central in Summit and the First Pres-
byterian in Carteret. Rev. Moss also
was a supply pastor at Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church in Springfield in
2013. In his later years, he taught
Bible classes for adults at The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield.

After almost four decades of mar-
riage, Elma Moss died in 1996. Two
years later, Rev. Moss and Sarah
Fehr Miller of Westfield married.

In addition to his wife, he is sur-
vived by sons Bryan Hibbert Moss
and Scott Jeffrey Moss; his brother,
Clifford Moss (Judy); stepchildren,
Diana Kennedy and David Miller,
and one grandchild, Jordan Miller.
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Fire Dept. Auxiliary
Sets Clothing Drive

GARWOOD — The Ladies Auxil-
iary of the Garwood Volunteer Fire
Department will hold its Fall Cloth-
ing Drive this Saturday, October 5,
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., rain or shine.

Participants may drop off dona-
tions at the firehouse, located at 415
South Avenue, Garwood. The Auxil-
iary will accept clothes, stuffed ani-
mals, purses, shoes, coats and linens.
All clothing and linens in good condi-
tion are cleaned and given to people
in need. If pickup of donations is
needed or for further information,
call Barb at (908) 868-4358.

WARM WELCOME...Imagine offered a warm and grateful welcome to its June
2019 class of volunteer facilitators. Pictured, from left to right, are: Back row,
Jennifer Wellen Useloff of Westfield, Sherry Frette-Krakauer of Westfield, Susan
Friedman Early of Long Branch, Kerri Bacall of Cranford, Alan Grayson of River
Edge and Kimberly Senglar of Roselle Park, and front row, Shannon Okulski of
Madison, Stephanie Tyson Muldberg of Short Hills, Maria Witney Conti of
Westfield and Judy Holland of Linden.

FUMC Reveals Worship,
Pumpkin Patch, Movies

WESTFIELD — During Octo-
ber, First United Methodist Church
(FUMC) Westfield is taking a look
at the characteristics of the early
church to see why it was so transfor-
mative, and what people can learn
from being an “Uncommon
Church,” in order to put the radical,
uncommon love of Jesus into prac-
tice in their lives. All are invited for
worship Sundays at 10 a.m.

Additionally, FUMC Westfield
will host its Third Annual Pumpkin
Patch from October 12 to 31. It
will be open daily, from 10:30 a.m.
to 6:30 p.m., with pumpkins and
gourds of all shapes and sizes avail-
able for purchase. The Patch is
located on the church lawn and is a
fundraiser for FUMC’s upcoming
international mission trip.

The church also will host “Mov-
ies in the Patch,” a free family
event held on select nights at 6
p.m. Featured flicks include Hotel
Transylvania on Friday, October
18; Coco on Friday, October 25,
and The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas on Saturday, October 26.

FUMC Westfield holds worship
every Sunday at 10 a.m., with Fel-
lowship Time following worship at
11 a.m. The church building is lo-
cated at 1 East Broad Street,
Westfield. For more information
about FUMC, visit the church
online at fumcwestfield.org, on
Facebook (FUMC Westfield) or on
Instagram (fumcwestfield).

Crafting, Theater, Tai Chi,
History Are Due at Library
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, will feature diversified
programs during October.

Librarian Marge Barkan will
present “Crafting a Fabric Pumpkin”
on Tuesday, October 8, at 1 p.m. No
sewing is required and Ms. Barkan
will provide a variety of colors and
fabrics. Registration currently is open
to Westfield resident cardholders and
MURAL patrons, space permitting.

The Hudson Shakespeare Company
will present Dr. Faustus on Wednes-
day, October 9, at 7 p.m. The play is
the story of a German intellectual who
is at a loss as to what he must become
a master of next. He finally decides on
magic and calls upon Mephistopheles,
a servant of the devil, for his help. Dr.
Faustus makes an offer the devil can’t
refuse — he will sign away his soul in
exchange for 24 years of life and
Mephistopheles at his beck and call in
order to discover the secrets of life.
After he discovers the meaning of life,
what will happen when his time is up?

On consecutive Thursdays, Octo-
ber 10 and 17, at 7 p.m., certified Tai
Chi instructor Gang Huang will teach
the ways of Tai Chi, and then show the
class its various movements. Tai Chi
is the Chinese tradition of martial arts

movements that has become a gentle
way to exercise and reduce stress. Mr.
Huang has won numerous medals. He
teaches classes at his Bridgewater
Seeking Tai Chi Studio.

Historian Erik L. Burro will
present “Legacy of Remembrance:
New Jersey’s World War I Memori-
als” on Saturday, October 12, at 2
p.m. With more than 300 World War
I memorials, New Jersey has a rich
history, which Mr. Burro will high-
light with vivid photography and sto-
ries he discovered from a century
ago. For the past two years, he has
independently researched and pho-
tographed the major monuments of
the Great War in New Jersey and
neighboring states, in support of the
American Centennial Commemora-
tion of World War I.

These programs are free and open
to all. To register, visit the library’s
website at wmlnj.org and click on the
Online Calendar, or call (908) 789-
4090, option 0.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908) 789-
4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

Rev. Hibbert W. Moss
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The Law Offices Of

Immigration to Be
Program Topic

WESTFIELD — American Friends
Service Committee Immigrant Rights
Program staff will present basic in-
formation about the United States
immigration law, how it works, who
the immigrants are and why they
come, as well as challenges and bias
they face as they seek to stay in this
country and New Jersey.

The presentation will take place on
Sunday, October 13, beginning at
12:30 p.m. It will be held at the First
Baptist Church, located at 170 Elm
Street, Westfield, which may be
reached at (908) 233-2278.

There will be time for questions
and answers, as well as discussion on
the information presented. Interested
persons are asked to call to register by
Wednesday, October 9.

Singles Group Posts
October Meetings

WESTFIELD — The Sunday
Morning Singles Discussion Group
meets from 9 to 10:15 a.m. every
Sunday on the lower level of the First
Baptist Church, located at 170 Elm
Street, Westfield. This nondenomi-
national group will meet this month
on October 6, 13, 20 and 27. A $2
donation is requested. For more in-
formation, call (908) 686-0563.

AARP Chapter Slates
Meeting For Monday
WESTFIELD AREA — The

Westfield Area AARP Chapter 4137
will meet on Monday, October 7, at 1
p.m., at the Scotch Hills Country Club,
located at Plainfield Avenue and
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.

Lori Connell, the client representa-
tive from Fellowship Village, will be
the guest speaker. She will tell attend-
ees about the many services and pro-
grams that are available to all the
residents of this facility. Accompany-
ing her will be the director of rehabili-
tation, who also is a licensed physical
therapist. He will talk about prevent-
ing falls, as well as other topics of
interest.

The business meeting will take
place after the program. Refreshments
and fellowship will follow the busi-
ness meeting.

Chapter members are reminded that
the Westfield Area Food Pantry is the
organization’s main charitable en-
deavor. They are asked to bring a
non-perishable food item to the meet-
ing. Donations will be delivered to
the food pantry.

Evangel Church to Spearhead
‘Service For Service’ Oct. 13

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Evan-
gel Church will once again spear-
head “Service for Service,” a bi-
annual community outreach event,
on Sunday, October 13.

Birthed out of community re-
sponse efforts following Superstorm
Sandy, more than 1,200 volunteers
from Evangel Church and its part-
ner church, Metro Park Church of
Iselin, will give up a Sunday to do
community service projects in
Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Plainfield
and Metro Park.

“There is something extraordi-
narily beautiful in spreading light
across the community that shelters
you every day,” noted Evangel Se-
nior Pastor Chris Morante. “Volun-
teers are able to show God’s love in
action, alongside fellow community
members, in a variety of projects
that benefit us all.”

Volunteer activities will range
from building homes with Habitat
for Humanity, to having coffee and
a chat with veterans at the Veterans’
Hospital, to packing food boxes for
Feed My Starving Children, to do-
ing handiwork for community mem-
bers in need. Each volunteer will
have the opportunity to make a dif-
ference in someone’s life, including
their own, according to the event
organizers.

Over the past one hundred-plus
years, the Evangel Church has
grown from a small German-speak-
ing church in 1914 to a large and
diverse community with people
from nearly every part of the globe
worshipping together in 2019. The
church’s vision is: “changed lives,
changing communities.”

The Evangel Church is located at
1251 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains.
For more information about the
church, and how to sign up for the
“Service for Service” event, visit
evangelchurch.com/about-us.

Miller-Cory to Take Visitors
From Fireplace to Frigidaire

WESTFIELD — Appliance
cookbooks of the early- to mid-
20th century hailed the wonders of
the modern kitchen with its new
technology. Such technology con-
trasted greatly with cooking tech-
niques of the 18th century.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
will take a lively look at cooking dur-
ing two eras this Sunday, October 6,
from 2 to 4 p.m., with “From Fireplace
to Frigidaire – Vintage Appliance
Cookbooks.” The museum is located
at 614 Mountain Avenue, Westfield.

The first stop of the program will
be the museum’s Frazee Building for
a look at home cooking as it was done
more than 200 years ago. Visitors will
experience the atmosphere of the early
American kitchen as members of the
Cooking Committee prepare seasonal
dishes over the open hearth using
18th-century skills such as regulation
of fire and hot coals, and typical uten-
sils made out of tin and cast iron.

Next will be the main house, for a
comparison of home cooking from
the 18th century with that of the pe-
riod from 1910 through the late 1960s,
featuring an overview of how the

rapid introduction of new gadgets
and gizmos changed food prepara-
tion forever. The highlight will be a
display of appliance cookbooks from
this period, colorful illustrators of
how the technology of the era af-
fected not only the techniques of cook-
ing, but also the culture of the kitchen.

The program will include tours of
the restored, fully-furnished farm-
house. Admission is $5 for ages 13
and older; $3 for ages 3 to 12, and
free for age 2 and under.

Upcoming events include “Four
Centuries in a Weekend” on October
19 and 20, and “Halloween Hocus
Pocus” on Saturday, October 26. Res-
ervations are required for “Hallow-
een Hocus Pocus” and are being
accepted by phone or email up to
noon on Wednesday, October 23.

For more information on any of
these events, call the museum office
weekday mornings at (908) 232-1776
or email
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
Program details also are posted on
the museum’s website,
millercoryhouse.org, and on its
Facebook page.

SOUNDING THE SHOFARS...Kindergarteners at Congregation Beth Israel in
Scotch Plains created and blew their own shofars on the opening day of the
synagogue’s religious school September 8. The students learned about this ancient
instrument that is sounded during the High Holidays of Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur, and brought home their own shofars to welcome the Jewish New Year.
The kindergarten class meets weekly on Sunday mornings and focuses on the
symbols, songs and stories of holidays and Shabbat. Synagogue membership is not
required for enrollment in religious school programs through second grade.

Creative Offerings on Tap
At Cranford Library

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library invites the commu-
nity to multiple programs taking
place this month that involve bring-
ing people together around a craft
or skill. The initiative is called
“Crafting Community,” and local
businesses and community organi-
zations will join the library to lead
workshops. Unless otherwise noted,
these programs are funded through
a grant from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

Story Time with Fire me up! Stu-
dio: Fire me up! Studio will lead
two special story times on consecu-
tive Fridays, at 11 a.m. each day, for
children ages 3 to 6. On October 11,
participants will create art inspired
by the book “The Pout-Pout Fish.”
During the second session, on Oc-
tober 18, attendees will read “Bark,
George” and paint a ceramic dog of
their own. Advance registration is
required. Both programs will be held
at Fire me up! Studio, located at 117
North Union Avenue, Cranford.

Pendant Workshop with Annealed
Studio, grades 4-6: Annealed Stu-
dio will lead students in grades 4 to
6 in creating pendant necklaces on
Saturday, October 12, from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m., at the library. Each par-
ticipant will leave with the necklace

that they have created. Registration
is required. Interested persons may
register online by visiting
eventbrite.com/e/pendant-work-
shop-with-annealed-studio-tickets-
67241791007.

Local author Kristina Kozak will
visit the library on Saturday, Octo-
ber 12, from 2 to 2:45 p.m., to share
her book, “The Travels of Adven-
turous Alexander and Relentless
Russell: Dominican Republic.”
Children in kindergarten through
grade 4 will listen to a story and
then create a travel guide of their
own. To register online, visit
eventbrite.com/e/local-author-visit-
w i th -k r i s t i na -kozak - t i cke t s -
66228656695.

“Succulent Planting with The Gar-
den Club of Cranford” will take
place on Tuesday, October 22, at
4:30 p.m. Participants will learn all
about plants and then plant a succu-
lent of their own to bring home. To
register online, visit eventbrite.com/
e/succulent-planting-with-the-gar-
den-club-of-cranford-ages-4-tick-
ets-67246741815.

The Cranford Public Library is
located at 224 Walnut Avenue. For
more information on these and other
programs taking place at the library,
visit cranfordlibrary.org.

F-SP Service League Shop
Gears Up For Halloween

Photo courtesy of Susan M. Dougherty
PRAISE IN SONG...With the mission “Striving to Make a Beloved Commu-
nity,” the Sixth Annual Day of Prayer and Reflection was held on September 24
at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield. Clergy members and attendees from
Judaism, Islam, Christianity, Hinduism and Buddhism gathered at the church
to sing and to offer prayers and reflections of peace and well-being for the world.
The evening event was sponsored by the Union County Interfaith Coordinating
Council and Community Access Unlimited. Pictured, the Comunidad Cristiana
Worship Team sings “Son Al Rey,” Song to the King.

SCOTCH PLAINS — During the
month of October, the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Service League Thrift
Shop, located at 1741 East 2nd Street,
Scotch Plains, will feature Halloween
costumes and hold its Boot Bonanza.

From Tuesday, October 8, new and
gently-used Halloween costumes will
be available. The shop has children’s
favorites, such as action figures, su-
perheroes and heroines, Disney char-
acters, firefighters, doctors, nurses
and police officers. For infants and
toddlers, there are character pajamas.
A limited selection of adult costumes
can be found as well.

Shoppers also can make their own
costumes with an assortment of ac-
cessories for scarecrows, witches and
others. The shop invites community
theaters, and schools planning theat-
rical productions, to come and find
suitable theater costumes.

From Tuesday, October 15, to Satur-
day, October 26, the thrift shop will
hold its Boot Bonanza. For women, the
shop will have knee-length boots, ankle
boots, fashion boots and snow boots.
Men’s work boots and children’s rub-
ber boots also will be available. Shop-
pers may find new and gently-worn
boots by favorite manufacturers such

as Rockport, Uggs, Steve Madden,
North Face, Columbia and others.

Items are available on a first-come,
first-served basis and cannot be held.
Purchases are cash only.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ser-
vice League is an all-volunteer, non-
profit organization that has served the
local communities since 1974. Since
its founding, the League has donated
more than $1.3 million for local causes.
To learn more about the League or
membership, call (908) 322-5420, visit
the League’s website at
scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com or
speak to any of the volunteers at the
thrift shop. Interested persons also are
encouraged to check out the
organization’s Facebook page,
“Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League,” and give the League a “Like.”

Shop hours are Tuesday through
Friday, 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., and
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Volun-
teers will gladly accept new and gen-
tly-used donations during business
hours and also will provide tax re-
ceipts. Tax receipts can be used for
saleable items. Parking is available
on the street and in the rear of the
building. Visitors may enter the park-
ing lot via Willow Avenue.

Library Reveals Lineup
Of October Friday Flicks

We’ll Help You

Get Your Business

in the Spotlight!
goleader.com/form/bulletin

SCOTCH PLAINS — Movie
lovers are invited to come to the
Scotch Plains Public Library each
Friday at noon during October for
comedies. The schedule is as fol-
lows:

October 4: Little (PG-13, 109
minutes) — A ruthless and bullying
executive gets magically trans-
formed back into her 13-year-old
self and must reclaim her old life.

October 11: Life of the Party (PG-
13, 105 minutes) — When her hus-
band suddenly dumps her, a long-
time dedicated housewife goes back
to college...landing in the same class
and school as her daughter, who is
not entirely sold on the idea.

October 18: The Hustle (PG-13,
94 minutes) — An unlikely female
duo of con artists cooperates to be-
guile and deceive rich men for money.

October 25: Men In Black: Inter-
national (PG-13, 115 minutes) —
Two Men in Black agents fight off a
new alien threat and discover a mole
in the organization.

These movies are free and open to
all. Registration is not required. For
more information, visit scotlib.org,
call (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204, or e-mail library@scotlib.org.
The Scotch Plains Public Library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the cen-
ter of the township.

Mountainside Library Lists
Events For Early October

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has
scheduled a variety of programs for
the first half of October, while also
revealing its lineup of Tuesday Night
Movies for the month. Visitors are
advised that the library will be closed
on Monday, October 14, in obser-
vance of Columbus Day.

Tuesday Night Movies are as fol-
lows: Arctic (2018, PG-13) on Octo-
ber 8; A Dog’s Journey (2018, PG) on
October 15; At Eternity’s Gate (2018,
PG-13) on October 22 and Itzhak
(2018, NR) on October 29. All movies
begin at 6:30 p.m. There will not be a
movie on Tuesday, October 1, due to
the Friends of the Library’s Book Sale.

The popular Friday Opera on Film
series, hosted by Mena Clemson, will
present The Golden Cockerel by
Rimsky-Korsakov on October 11 at 1
p.m. Filmed in 1986, it stars Grigor
Gondjian as King Dodon and Susanna
Martirosian as the Golden Cockerel.
The Spendiaryan State Academic The-
atre is conducted by Aram Katanian.

“Dinosaurs Rock” will be featured
on Saturday, October 12, at 3 p.m.
During this program, the library will
be transformed into a museum. There
will be many museum-quality dino-
saur fossils and other prehistoric-re-
lated items on display. Participants
will see specimens that are 10,000 to
over 500 million years old. This pro-
gram is described as highly interac-
tive, educational and fun. It is recom-
mended for those in kindergarten
through grade 5.

“Pipsqueak Players: Bringing
Reading to Life for Kids” will be

offered on Tuesdays, October 8, 15,
22 and 29, at 3:45 p.m. Pipsqueak
Players is a youth reading enrichment
program for ages 5 to 7 that combines
creative vocabulary games, imagina-
tive role-playing activities and arts
and crafts to boost reading confi-
dence. This four-week session will
explore a different picture book each
week, culminating with a re-imag-
ined staged “reading” of the books.

Additional programs taking place
during the second half of October
will be announced. To register for
programs requiring it, stop into the
library or call (908) 233-0115. The
Mountainside Public Library is lo-
cated at 1 Constitution Plaza.

Sierra Club to Host
21st Dist. Candidates
AREA — The New Jersey Sierra

Club Loantaka Group will hold a meet-
and-greet event for Lisa Mandelblatt
and Stacey Gunderman, Democratic
Assembly candidates for New Jersey’s
21st Legislative District.

Ms. Mandelblatt and Ms.
Gunderman have been endorsed by
the Sierra Club. Attendees will hear
how the candidates will address envi-
ronmental issues and other important
topics. A question-and-answer ses-
sion will follow.

Free and open to the public, the
meeting will be held on Wednesday,
October 9, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. It will
take place at the Library of The
Chathams, located at 214 Main Street,
Chatham. For more information, call
(908) 233-2414.

‘Historic Haunts’ Is Set For
Saturday at Drake House

PLAINFIELD — The Historical
Society of Plainfield will host Gor-
don Thomas Ward and his program
entitled “Historic Haunts of Cen-
tral Jersey” this Saturday, October
5, at 3 p.m., at the Drake House
Museum. Mr. Ward is an author,
singer, songwriter, and has more
than 40 years’ experience in the
field of paranormal investigation.

“Historic Haunts of Central Jer-
sey” is based upon Mr. Ward’s book
“Ghosts of Central Jersey.” His pre-
sentation will mix photographs of
investigation sites, documented
tales and live music.

From the shadowed woods of the
Somerset Hills to the dappled banks
of the Delaware River, “Historic
Haunts” delivers a mix of factual
history and the sound investiga-
tion of ghostly phenomena.

“I look forward to hearing Gor-
don Thomas Ward’s stories. Many
people who come to the Drake
House ask the tour guides if the
house is haunted. Come and hear
some Drake House stories, too,”

said Nancy Piwowar, president of
the Historical Society of Plainfield.

This history program is made
possible in part by a 2019 HEART
(History, Education, Arts Reach-
ing Thousands) Grant from the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders and the Historical So-
ciety of Plainfield/Drake House
Museum members.

Seating is limited and will be
available on a first-come, first-
served basis. Light refreshments
will be served. Admission is free to
members. A donation is requested
from non-members. The Drake
House Museum is located at 602
West Front Street, Plainfield.

The Drake House Museum is a
city-owned public museum admin-
istered by the Historical Society of
Plainfield. Donations are always
appreciated. On-site parking is
available. For directions and more
information about the Drake House
and the Historical Society of
Plainfield,  visi t
drakehouseplainfieldnj.org.

TRICK OR TREAT

BRING YOUR DENTIST SOMETHING SWEET
TURN YOUR CANDY INTO CA$H

BY GIVING US YOUR SECRET STASH
Westfield Pediatric Dental Group is having their Annual
Halloween Contest. So bring your candy into our office

and receive a cash reward for the amount you bring. The
child who brings the most Halloween Candy weekdays
between November 1st and November 8th will receive

four free movie passes to AMC Theaters!!

For further information please contact our office at
908-232-1231 or come visit us at:

WESTFIELD PEDIATRIC DENTAL GROUP
555 WESTFIELD AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
www.kidsandsmiles.com

Tell your friends to stop by our office
and bring their candy!
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209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

     FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM

CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

Coldwell Banker Wes ield West & Elite Proper es Presents: 

Patrick A. Manfra Jr, Broker Sales Associate   

908.370.1046 Cell                                                        

908.233.0065 O ce                                                

patrick.manfra@cbmoves.com 
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VESUNA, WRIGHT WIN 2 DBL; MONTERO 2ND 1 SINGLES

Kent Place Tops Blue Devils
For UCT Girls Tennis Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Kent Place (KP) strutted into the
Union County Tournament Champi-
onships with four of the five top seeds
but the Westfield High School girls
tennis team gave the Dragons a run
for their money at Donald Van Blake
Courts in Plainfield on September
25-26. The Lady Dragons did emerge
with the title, claiming first in four of
the flights and finishing with a total of
92, while the Blue Devils won at
second doubles, placed second in three
flights and third in the other to total 80
points.

The Summit (S) Hilltoppers placed
a distant third with a total of 53,
followed by the Oak Knoll (OK) Roy-
als at 44 and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders at 26. The Cranford
Cougars placed sixth at 22, followed
by the New Providence (NP) Pio-
neers at 16 and the Governor
Livingston (GL) Highlanders at 10.

During the semifinal round, Blue
Devil Head Coach Matt Varhley said,
“I think we’ve got a good chance as
any other team. It’s important that we
get all of our semifinalists into finals.
I think that will put us in the best
possible position. It’s anybody’s tour-

nament to win.”
The Blue Devils did advance four

of their five flights to the finals but the
only ones to grab the crown were
Annika Vesuna and Madison Wright,
who defeated Summit’s Abby Collins
and Maddy Wang, 6-1, 6-4, at second
doubles. Vesuna and Wright, who were
seeded third, began their journey by
blanking Kenia Castellano and Nataly
Zelaya (Plainfield), 6-0, 6-0, then by
shutting out Cougars Kayla Haughey
and Julia Butka, who had won their
opening match 6-3, 6-1. Vesuna and
Wright advanced to the finals when
they toppled second-seeded Amna Jan
and Emaan Jan (KP), 6-1, 6-2.

Raiders Annabelle Griffin and
Bella Fiore defeated Julia Goldman
and Evelyn Tilelli (Dayton), 6-0, 6-
4, at second doubles then lost to Ella
Metzler and Ava Cusack (OK), 6-0,
6-0. Griffin and Fiore eventually fin-
ished sixth when they dropped a 6-3,
6-2, match to Kate Ure and Georgia
Burkitt (NP). Haughey and Butka
finished seventh when they defeated
Fran Rocco and Katherine Zho (GL),
6-2, 6-2

Competition was fierce in the
“cream of the crop” flight at first
singles. Seeded second, Blue Devil
freshman Sophia Montero defeated
Alexandra Bowen (Johnson), 6-0, 6-
0, then stopped Sarah Abood (Union
Catholic), 6-0, 6-1, to reach the semi-
finals to face third-seeded Raider Anna
Szczuka, who had defeated Dana

CZARNECKI KEY RECEPTIONS, ROONEY WINNING GRAB

Blue Devils Earn 21-17 Win
Over W.H. Football Warriors

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Heroics were needed and the hero-
ics did come just in the nick of time
when the Westfield High School foot-
ball team, trailing 17-14 with 1:41
remaining, answered with a nine-play,
71-yard scoring drive to sting the
previously unbeaten Watchung Hills
Warriors, 21-17, at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield on September 28.

On that drive, Blue Devil senior

quarterback Hank Shapiro got two
important gains from senior running
back Tim Alliegro to go with two
magnificent catches from senior tight
end John Czarnecki and three from
senior split end Griffin Rooney, which
included the game-winning three-yard
reception with 11 seconds left in the
game.

Shapiro completed 14 of 26 passes
for 205 yards, which included the
three-yard touchdown pass to Rooney

and a 13-yard shuffle pass touchdown
to Alliegro, who also rushed for 79
yards, including a three-yard touch-
down. Rooney had seven receptions
for 61 yards and Czarnecki grabbed
six for 88 yards. Senior running back
Nick Martini had one reception for 47
yards. Junior quarterback Mack
Prybylski completed a four-yard pass.

The Blue Devil defense led by se-
nior linebacker Will Kessler withGIGLIO NAILS ‘HAT TRICK’ + 1; DESENA GOAL, 2 ASST

Blue Devils Deliver; Bombard
Cougars in Soccer Battle, 9-1

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Momentum started rolling in one
direction and with the exception of one
hiccup, that momentum spiraled into a
rock slide that pushed the Westfield
High School boys soccer team to a 9-
1 victory over the Cranford Cougars at

Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on
September 26. Interestingly, just five
days earlier, the Cougars battled the
Blue Devils to a 0-0 stalemate at Me-
morial Field in Cranford.

Blue Devil senior midfielder Chris
Giglio was riding atop the biggest and
fastest boulder and finished the game

with four goals. Giglio would notch a
hat trick within the first 23 minutes of
the game then add his fourth goal in
the second half. Senior forward John
Desena ripped in a goal and added a
pair of assists. Sophomore midfielder
Matias Arbelaez fired in a goal and
added one assist. Forward Aidan
Bertsch and defenders Sean Hazard
and Henry Meacock, all juniors, each
netted one goal. Sophomore defender
Chris Cicca recorded a pair of assists
and sophomore forward Victor Ott
contributed one assist.

With the strength of their consis-
tent forward push, along with seniors
Jeremy Silber, co-captains Andrew
Echausse and Ronit Rao, and junior
Jack Kelesglu, the Cougars rarely
managed to get the ball past midfield.
However in the few occasions that
they did, the Blue Devil defenders led
by seniors Elias Carayannopoulos,
Camilo Cardenas-Caceres and Eric
Ellner and later junior Matthew Blake
managed to turn away their shots.
Sophomore goalkeeper Ryan
Friedberg made three saves in the
first half and senior keeper Nick Senyk
recorded two saves in the second half.

Cougar senior co-captains/center
backs Drew Goldfeder and Colin

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

(908) 233-5555

Jean Marie Morgan
Sales Associate, International President's Elite
2018 NJ Realtors® Circle of Excellence

Sales Award® Platinum
Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

Direct Line: 908-279-4441

751 Prospect Street, Westfield Offered for $1,390,000
Stunning and elegant five bedroom colonial nestled on deep, beautifully landscaped property ideally located just steps
away from Franklin Elementary School & playground area and very close to Westfield's award winning Downtown. This
home has every amenity imaginable and has been extensively renovated to perfection for today's lifestyle with an open floor
plan ideal for entertaining. The gracious entry foyer leads into the formal living room with stone gas fireplace. The formal
dining room flows perfectly into the large, gourmet eat in kitchen with custom white cabinetry, a 10’ quartzite island &
granite countertops, a high end six burner Wolf stove, Sub-Zero refrigerator, built in Miele coffee maker, wet bar w/Marvel
wine fridge and gleaming hardwood floors throughout. The large family room just off the kitchen boasts custom millwork,
a cathedral ceiling with tray lighting & wood burning fireplace. On the second level, the private master bedroom suite
features a fabulous walk-in closet w/custom shelving and its own luxurious spa bathroom with double sink, marble countertops
and a fabulous tiled glass stall shower & radiant heat. There are two additional bedrooms on this level, an updated hallway
bathroom and a convenient second floor laundry room. The third level offers two more bedrooms, a home office, a loft/
playroom and another beautifully renovated full bath. Entertain at ease on the outdoor raised bluestone patio featuring
brick built in fireplace and sound system overlooking the private, professionally landscaped yard with underground sprinklers.
The lower level has a large finished recreation room w/radiant heat and a custom bar area w/wine fridge, dishwasher,
microwave and built in cabinetry. Additional amenities include a whole house generator, a hard wired alarm system, built
in speakers, 8 zone heat, Marvin custom wood windows & home gym in rear of garage. Conveniently located close to parks,
schools, New York City transportation, and downtown Westfield, this is the perfect place to call home!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, October 6th • 1-4PM

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE GAME-WINNING GRAB...Blue Devil senior Griffin Rooney, No. 17, hauls in quarterback Hank Shapiro’s pass in the
right corner of the end zone with 11 seconds remaining to earn Westfield a 21-17 victory over Watchung Hills.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLACING SECOND AT FIRST SINGLES...Blue Devil freshman Sophia Montero
placed second at first singles in the Union County Tournament at Don Van Blake
Courts in Plainfield on September 26.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

More photos at
goleader.com

Ballyhoo Sports

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HAT TRICK PLUS ONE...Blue Devil Chris Giglio, No. 5, being chased by Cougar
co-captain Drew Goldfeder, No. 7, scored four goals in the 9-1 victory.
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Blue Devils Deliver; Bombard
Cougars in Boys Soccer, 9-1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Kent Place Tops Westfield Blue Devils for Union County Tournament Girls Tennis Championship
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Nukicic (Union), 6-0, 6-0, and Maggie
DeFabio (S), 6-0, 6-0.

“It should be a good match. They
played a couple of weeks ago. Labor
Day weekend they played. Sophia

won the match but it is another day, a
new day, so anything can happen,”
Coach Varhley cautioned.

Flash back 10 years to 2009, Blue

Devil Lexi Borr defeated Raider Alex
Szczuka for the UCT first singles title.

“She played 2009-2010, my first

year. She played first singles. They
had really good matches,” Coach
Varhley recalled.

Recently in a regular-season match,
the Blue Devils defeated the Raiders

4-1. Montero and sopho-
more Natalie
Zelechowski (second
singles) were absent
when they played the
Raiders and Szczuka was
the only Raider to win.

“Sophia was playing in
a national tournament in
Michigan and Natalie
had a doctor’s appoint-
ment, so our second
doubles moved into
singles spots and did a
great job,” Coach
Varhley explained.

In the semis, Montero’s
match got off to a rough
start and Szczuka won
the first set handily, 6-0.
After a conference with
Coach Varhley, Montero
regrouped and won the
next two sets, 7-5, 6-3.

“I believe just being a lot more
consistent and trying to cut back on
my errors. I was talking to Coach
Varhley a lot about that because I kind

of started to give
up and he talked
me back into the
match. And I
gained more con-
fidence as I talked
to him throughout
the match,”
Montero said.

After recogniz-
ing her mistakes,
Montero adjusted
well.

“I was missing
the ball in the net a
lot and I needed to
hit higher over the
net because the ma-
jority of my mis-
takes were into the
net. I started to take

the points one by one and not think
about the whole match. In the begin-
ning of the match, I thought I should be

beating this girl because I played her a
couple of weeks ago but in the second
set and the third set I started to take it
slower one point at a time rather than
trying to hit winners off the first two
shots,” Montero explained.

Montero was quite aware that her
next step, the championship match
against top-seeded Dragon Caroline
McGinley, would be a challenge.

“She’s very, very good. I need to
move her around. I need to reset my
shots if I get pulled off the court be-
cause last time she got me off court a
lot and I didn’t reset my shots and got
caught off-guard a lot,” Montero said.

McGinley did take command and
won the title with a 6-2, 6-1 win over
Montero.

Seeded fourth at first singles Cou-
gar Molly Gardiner defeated Mariana
Rivera (Roselle Park), 6-0, 6-0, and
Kelly Tracynski (OK), 6-3, 7-6 (5).
After falling to McGinley (KP),
Gardiner faced Szczuka for third
place. This time Szczuka was on her
game and won, 6-0, 6-0.

Zelechowski, seeded second at sec-
ond singles, topped Tiffany Gonzalez
(Rahway), 6-0, 6-0, and Meghan
Sarlund (NP), 6-0, 6-0, to reach the
semis where she defeated Rebecca
DelRosso (S), 6-1, 6-2. In the cham-
pionship match, Zeleschowski
dropped a 6-1, 6-2, decision to Julia
Anderson (KP).

Raider Nikita Sahasrabudha,
seeded fifth at second singles, stopped
Janna Wohl (Dayton), 6-2, 6-0, then
lost to Mary Margaret Schroeder

MURRAY, CLARK, FLYNN SCORE; FIRST SEED FOR UCT

Soccer Cougars Keep Rolling
In 3-0 Win Over Lady Farmers

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cranford got goals from Maggie
Murray, Nellie Clark and Madison
Flynn on its way to a 3-0 victory over
the Union Farmers during a girls soc-
cer match played on September 28 in
Cranford. Murray, a senior who has
scored 13 goals this season, went to
work early in this one, finding the
back of the net less than five minutes
into the contest.

“It was a free kick that Claire Ganley
had,” said Murray. “We kind of
struggled getting that post, so I knew
I had to get there. Claire hit a perfect
ball back post. It looked like it was
about to go out. I was basically run-
ning out of bounds as I hit the ball in.
I just tapped it right in.”

Despite coming into the match hav-
ing won just one game on the season,
Union played tough throughout the
first half. Cranford (8-1) was unable

to extend the lead and had to settle for
a 1-0 lead at the intermission.

“First half I think we came out flat,
super flat in fact,” said Cranford Head
Coach Andrew Gagliardo. “We didn’t
come out with energy, nor playing the
kind of game we know we can play.
Going into halftime ahead 1-0 is danger-
ous, not only against Union but against
any team. You give the other team hope
that they can crawl back and get in it. You
know, one set piece, one deflection, one
bounce off of a crossbar can change
things. We just told the girls at halftime
that we have to come out in the first five
and set the tone. We kept the pressure on
most of that second half.”

Cranford did respond to Coach
Gagliardo’s exhortations in the sec-
ond half. The Cougars finally got
another goal on the board in the 62nd
minute of play when Clark put one
into the back of the net for a 2-0 lead.

“So Maya was taking a corner and
I decided to take a run into the side of
the box,” said Clark. “As she kicked it
I saw it pass me and hit off of a
defender that was at the back post. I
saw the ball bounce in front of me so
I decided to hit it in.”

Cranford put the match out of reach
when Flynn scored in the 71st minute
for a 3-0 advantage.

“The ball was bouncing around the
box,” said Flynn. “I just tried to stay
motivated and kept going to try and
get a foot on it and I did and I was able
to get it in.”

The win helped solidify Cranford’s
Top-20 ranking and their overall po-
sition as the No. 1 seed in the county
with the tournament just around the
bend. Cranford has already racked up
wins over traditional powers Westfield
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood. Their
only loss of the season came at North
Hunterdon.

“It was definitely good to get the
first seed over Scotch Plains since
they beat us in the finals last year but
it definitely puts a big target on our
backs,” said Flynn. “Every team wants
to beat us knowing that we are the top
team. So every single game is very
competitive for us.”
Union (1-8) 0 0 0
Cranford (8-1) 1 2 3

(OK), 6-1, 6-1. In her quest for fifth
place, Sahasrabudha blanked her
Elizabeth opponent then defeated
Cougar Olivia Tardibuono, 6-2, 6-2.
Tardibuono had just come off a gruel-
ing three-set, 6-7 (7), 7-5, 10-7, vic-

tory over Meghan
Sarlund (NP) and pre-
viously, she defeated
Brylene Persons
(Roselle Park), 6-0, 6-
1, and lost to DelRosso
(S), 6-0, 6-0.

Blue Devil sopho-
more Katey Peretz,
seeded second at third
singles, blanked Adiana
Czerniak (Rahway), 6-
0, 6-0, and Olivia Mastra
(GL), 6-0, 6-0, to ad-
vance to the semifinals
where she defeated
Victoria Nicely (S), 6-0,
6-1. Her championship
match went three sets in
a 6-7 (4), 6-3, 6-0, loss
to top-seeded Alexandra
Anderson (KP).

Fifth-seeded Cougar Alyssa
Colombrita stopped Zarai Beas
(Roselle Park), 6-1, 6-0, then lost, 6-
0, 6-0, to fourth-seeded Maeve Olson
(OK). Colombrita went on to defeat
Sonia Kulkarni (NP), 6-4, 7-4, to vie

for fifth place where
she defeated Olivia
Mastra (GL), 6-1, 6-
1. Kulkarni then
stopped Raider
Maggie Lapolla, 6-3,
6-0, for seventh place.

Seeded fourth at
first doubles, Blue
Devils Payton
Silverman and Mia
Fleming defeated
Brielle Ramundo and
Julianna Monticello
(Dayton), 6-0, 6-0,
and Raiders Alexa
Chan and Sophie
Drapkin, 6-1, 6-2.
After falling 6-1, 6-4,
to top-seeded Remy
Charters and Grace
McGinley (KP) in the
semifinals, Silverman
and Fleming defeated Kaitlin Settle
and Grace Schroeder (OK), 6-4, 5-7
default for third place.

Cougars Amanda Newport and
Kaylee Marchesi stopped Abigail
Fernandez and Helen Yanes (Eliza-
beth), 6-0, 6-2, then fell, 6-0, 6-0, to
Summit’s Bryn Freeman and Gaby
Weiner. In the match for seventh place,
Raiders Chan and Drapkin defeated
Newport and Marchesi, 6-3, 6-4.

UCT CHAMPIONSHIP:
First singles: Caroline McGinley (KP)
d Sophia Montero (W), 6-2, 6-1
Second singles: Julia Anderson (KP)
d Natalie Zeleschowski (W), 6-1, 6-2
Third singles: Alexandra Anderson (KP)
d Katey Peretz (W), 6-7 (4), 6-3, 6-0
First doubles: Remy Charters & Grace
McGinley (KP) d Bryn Freeman & Gaby
Weiner (S), 6-3, 6-1
Second doubles: Annika Vesuna &
Madison Wright (W) d Abby Collins &
Maddy Wang (S), 6-1, 6-4

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services Directory

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

  

ANGELO QUERQUES

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY WORK

Paver Walkways
Sidewalks

Steps
Culture Stone

Water Proofing

Phone: 973-672-7599

Cell: 973-222-7335

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

On September 19, 2019, bids were re-
ceived by the Township of Cranford for the
NJ DOT FY 2017 and FY 2018 South
Union Avenue Improvements Project. Re-
spondents were required to comply with
the requirements of P.L. 1975, C. 127 and
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and N.J.A.C.
17:27-1 et seq. The Township of Cranford
has awarded Contract for said project. The
contract and Resolution No. 2019-316 are
available for the public inspection at the
office of the Municipal Clerk.

AWARDED TO: P & A Construction,
Inc., 650 Leesville Avenue, Rahway, New
Jersey 07065

SERVICE: NJ DOT FY 2017 and FY
2018 South Union Avenue Improvements
Project

CONTRACT AWARD: $1,132,955.17
DATE: September 24, 2019

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF AGREEMENT

The Township of Cranford, is the lead
agency for the Cranford Police Coopera-
tive Pricing System, System Identifier 47-
CPCPS, pursuant to N.J.A.C 5:34-7.1, et
seq; The Township advertised for bids for
police and administrative vehicles, received
sealed bids on September 10, 2019 and
has now entered into an Agreement with
Mall Chevrolet. This Agreement and Reso-
lution No. 2019-326 authorizing said Agree-
ment are available for public inspection at
the office of the Municipal Clerk.

Awarded to: Mall Chevrolet, 75
Haddonfield Road, Cherry Hill, New
Jersey 08002

Purchase of Goods and Services: 2020
Chevrolet Suburban

Fee: $41,675.00

Two Year Lease with Purchase Option:
2020 Chevrolet Suburban

Fee: $44,358.16

Three Year Lease with Purchase Op-
tion: 2020 Chevrolet Suburban

Fee: $45,557.08

Date: September 24, 2019
Patricia Donahue

Township Clerk
1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
October 16, 2019 in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeals
for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance relief from
requirements of the Westfield Land Use
Ordinance. (originally scheduled for
September 9, 2019)

Darryl Steinberg, 12 Manchester
Drive. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct an inground pool, pergola, out-
door kitchen area, outdoor fireplace, and
patio area contrary to Section 12.04Fl and
13.02D3 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a minimum setback for an
inground pool of 15 feet. Proposed is 8
feet. Ordinance allows a maximum build-
ing of 20%. Proposed is 20.5%.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Board Secretary

1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $29.58

Farley, along with co-captain/holding
midfielder Tyler Burns had their work
cut out for them attempting to with-
stand the 4-2-2 Blue Devils’ consistent
assaults. Cougar keeper Dom Savinelli
was the target of a constant shelling.

Although the ball was ping-ponging
all over the Cougars’ half of the field,
the scoreboard remained at 0-0 for the
first 10 minutes. Finally Giglio quiv-
ered the net with 29:47 on the clock.
Within a span of just 27 seconds, Cou-
gar attacker Conor Blazek ripped a
shot past Friedberg and it appeared
that there would be quite a contest.

Five minutes later Desena crossed
to Arbelaez who gave the Blue Devils
a 2-1 lead. Slightly over two minutes
later, Giglio glided down the left-
center and launched a shot from 35-
yards out that looped past Savinelli

and into the right corner of the net.
The hat trick was on deck and Giglio
wore it well when he outmaneuvered
a defender and drilled the ball past
Savinelli with 17:30 remaining in the
first half for a 4-1 Westfield lead.

Blue Devil Head Coach Eric Shaw
began working his bench more and
more into the action from that point
onward. With 14:31 on the clock,
Desena got the best position in a
scramble in front of the net and scored.
After a silent period of more than 10
minutes, Cicca ripped a right-to-left
cross into Bertsch, who made the score
6-1 with 2:46. left in the first half.

Giglio, Meacock and Hazard would
score in the second half to finalize the
scoring.

With the Union County Tourna-
ment on the horizon, the Blue Devils
received the third seed, Elizabeth is
the top seed, Summit got the second
seed and Scotch Plains-Fanwood re-
ceived the fourth seed. The top-4 seeds
will receive a first-round bye. Last
year, the Blue Devils shared the title
with the Union Farmers and the year
before they shared the title with Eliza-
beth. In 2016, the Blue Devils stung
the Raiders, 2-1, for the UCT crown.
Cranford 1 0 1
Westfield 6 3 9

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF AGREEMENT

The Township of Cranford, is the lead
agency for the Cranford Police Coopera-
tive Pricing System, System Identifier 47-
CPCPS, pursuant to N.J.A.C 5:34-7.1, et
seq; The Township advertised for bids for
police and administrative vehicles, received
sealed bids on September 10, 2019 and
has now entered into an Agreement with
Winner Ford. This Agreement and Resolu-
tion No. 2019-322 authorizing said Agree-
ment are available for public inspection at
the office of the Municipal Clerk.

Awarded to: Winner Ford, 250
Haddonfield-Berlin Road, Cherry Hill,
New Jersey  08034

Goods and Services: 2020 Ford Utility
Police Interceptor

Fee Not To Exceed: $33,567.00

Date: September 24, 2019
Patricia Donahue

Township Clerk
1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “non-fair and
open” process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.4 et seq. This Contract
and Resolution No. 2019-336 authorizing
said Contract are available for public in-
spection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

AWARDED TO: Renda Roads, Inc., P.O.
box 89, Whitehouse, New Jersey 08888

SERVICE: Milling and Paving of
Birchwood Avenue

Fee: $35,000.00
DATE: September 24, 2019

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $18.87

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UCT SECOND DOUBLES CHAMPS...Blue Devils Madison Wright, left, and Annika Vesuna – Second Doubles Champs.
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

2ND AT 2ND SINGLES...Blue Devil Natalie Zelechowski.
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECOND AT 3RD SINGLES...Blue Devil Katey Peretz.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING A RETURN...Blue Devil Payton Silverman
makes a return in her first doubles match.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLACING THIRD...Raider Anna Szczuka placed third
at first singles.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLACING FOURTH...Cougar Molly Gardiner placed fourth
at first singles.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING A RETURN...Cougar Olivia Tardibuono
prepares to make a return in her second singles match.
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
1044 Route 22 W.  Ste. 2  Mountainside, NJ  07092   (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

AKINWUNMI KICKS GAME-WINNING FG WITH :25 LEFT

Raiders’ Late Field Goal Sinks
Immaculata Gridders, 23-21

DeMARINO GETS COUGARS’ ONLY TOUCHDOWN IN 4TH

Somerville’s Quick Start Raps
Cougars in Grid Struggle, 40-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No huddle style of offense on the
part of the Somerville Football Pio-
neers startled the hosting Cranford
Cougars immediately at Memorial
Field in Cranford on September 27.
The 4-0 Pioneers, who have shel-
lacked Hamilton West (44-6), North
Plainfield (56-13) and Voorhees (47-
0), proved why they have been ranked
No. 13 when they racked up 40 unan-
swered points to set up a Mercy Rule
situation before the Cougars could
get on the scoreboard in a 40-7 tri-
umph.

The 2-1 Cougar defense was sim-
ply unable to adjust to the no huddle
offense and the explosive burst of
Pioneer senior running back Tim
Ciempola, who rushed for four touch-
downs and ran in four two-point con-
versions. Wide receiver Kyree Hinton
scored the other Somerville touch-
down when he hauled in quarterback
Justin Brenner’s 33-yard strike. The
Pioneers scored on four of their five
possessions in the first half then scored
on their first possession of the second
half to set the Mercy clock ticking.

“They are a good team and we are
young. They exploited us on the field
in a lot of spots where we have very
little experience. I think a lot of our
guys this week will respond with a lot
of determination and effort. I think we
are going to see a whole different team
in practice. I think that is going to
prepare us well for Immaculata and we
will have a much better game. I think
we will be the Cranford Cougars we
want to be,” commented Cougar co-
captain/nose tackle Patrick Blowe, who
was involved in four tackles.

Additionally, the Somerville de-
fense was keying on the running skills
of Cougar quarterback Connor Katz
and the receiving ability of wide re-
ceiver Tom Korzeneski. Katz was
sacked or thrown for losses eight times
in the first half and finished with
minus 25 yards rushing on 15 carries.
Cougar running back Dennis
DeMarino carried 10 times for 41
yards, which included a one-yard bash
late in the fourth quarter. Running
back Marcus Johnson had 16 yards
on four carries. Korzeneski was lim-
ited to an eight-yard reception but
Mike Kalnins had three receptions
for 29 yards and Anthony DeCostello
had a six-yard reception.

“We kind of expected that. I mean
after the success we’ve had running
the ball the previous week, we knew
we were going to get a lot of blitzes
from them. That’s what we got from
them in the past. We didn’t do the best

job responding to it. We will see the
films and we will get a lot better from
here. I know I will get the ball out of
my hands quicker. Maybe get a little
more time, get the ‘O-line’ together.
We will be alright,” Katz said.

After a three-and-out forced the
Cougars to punt, the Pioneers re-
sponded in a flash with a four-play
68-yard scoring drive when Brenner
hit Hinton in the left end zone for a
33-yard touchdown with 9:08 on the
clock. Ciempola ran in the two-point
conversion.

The Cougars’ next possession was
stopped abruptly when Katz was
sacked for an 11-yard loss and the
punt made it only to midfield where
the Pioneers mixed five running plays
with two passes, including another
33-yard strike to Hinton, to add their
second touchdown when Ciempola
burst in from the two with 5:30 left in
the first quarter. This time, Hinton
added the two-point conversion for a
16-0 lead.

On the ensuing kickoff, Kalnins
received the ball around the 10-yard
line and returned it to the 34. Three
plays later the Cougars had to punt
from their own 42 but the ball sailed
way down to the Somerville 12. This
would be the only time in the first half
that the Pioneers were unable to an-
swer with a score.

The Cougars attempted to move
the ball on their next possession with
receptions by DeCostello and Kalnins,
however, the drive stalled. Katz went
back to punt but instead tried to run
the ball but was thrown for a 10-yard
loss and the Pioneers took over at the
Cranford 34. Six plays later, Ciempola
charged in from the four then added
the two-point conversion with 7:53
left in the half.

Two-straight sacks forced the Cou-
gars to punt from their end zone and
the ball came to rest on the Cranford
45. On the sixth Play, Ciempola
blasted in from the one and ran in the
two-point conversion for a 32-0 lead
with 2:29 remaining in the half.

Somerville received the kickoff to
open the third quarter and returned it
to the 29. Ciempola followed with a
36-yard run to put the ball on the 35.
The Pioneers battled their way down
to the two-yard line where Ciempola
took it in for the score and added the
two-point conversion for the 40-0 lead
with 7:48 left in the third quarter,
setting the clock ticking.

Late in the fourth quarter, the Cou-
gars engineered a seven-play, 39-yard
scoring drive when DeMarino slipped
into the end zone from the one with
3:56 remaining. Somerville then re-

sorted in short running plays to wind
down the clock.

Last year Somerville gave the Cou-
gars a wake up call with a 50-7 thump-
ing but what happed afterwards was
an emergence of a totally new
Cranford team that went on to knock
off then undefeated Summit and later
the Linden Tigers in the opening round
of the playoffs.

“We got hit in the mouth whether
we like it or not. We got hit in the
mouth this game and we have to re-
spond. You are either going to cower
or you are going to come back stron-
ger and you are going to fight. And
Cranford has a lot of tough kids and I
think that is what you are going to see
from us,” Blowe predicted.

“We got to take it the best way we
can. We got get better from here. A lot
of things we need to improve upon. I
feel like we need this one for the
season just to kind of see where you
are at with a test like that. We know
where we are at, we know where we
can go and I feel we will get there,”
Katz expressed.
Somerville 16 16   8   0 40
Cranford   0   0   0   7 7

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School football team pulled off a stun-
ning, last minute, 23-21 victory on the
road against Immaculata on Septem-
ber 27 at Brooks Field in Somerville.
With his earlier missed extra point
being the difference in the game, jun-
ior place kicker Akin Akinwunmi trot-
ted out onto the field with :25 seconds
remaining to attempt his first ever
varsity field goal with the Raiders
trailing 21-20. After enduring a Spar-
tan timeout meant to freeze him,

Akinwunmi calmly booted the game
winner straight through the uprights,
setting off a celebration among Raider
teammates.

“As soon as the game reached the
five-minute mark I knew I might have
to kick it, so I began stretching out,”
said Akinwunmi. “I just asked God to
please help me. He helped me get
there. I was so happy. I thank God for
this team. They helped me out. They
let me know they got me if I made it
and they got me if I didn’t.”

The Raiders dominated the first
half, surging out to a 20-0 lead with
their first three drives ending in touch-
downs. Junior QB Hayden Widder
capped the Raiders’ initial scoring
drive with a two-yard touchdown run
that gave the Raiders a 7-0 lead mid-
way through the first quarter.

The Raiders’ defense sacked
Immaculata QB Pelton Essanason
twice on the Spartans next possession
quickly getting the ball back for Scotch
Plains-Fanwood. The Raiders began
the next possession at their 42-yard
line and quickly marched into
Immaculata territory. Faced with a
third-and-10 at the Spartan 24-yard
line, Widder rolled to his right, then

spotted Justin Clark breaking towards
the pylon and lofted a perfect toss that
the speedy receiver cradled as he
crossed the goal line for a 13-0 Raider
lead.

“I was actually looking at the whip-
out route,” said Widder. “Which is
like a five-yard out but then I saw the
corner and the outside linebacker
break on that. Then I saw Justin (Clark)
look, turn and cut and I saw him come
wide open. I just threw it up there and
dropped it in to him.”

The Raider scoring drive encom-
passed 58 yards in 12 plays, culminat-

ing in Clark’s touchdown grab with
8:45 left in the second quarter.
Akinwunmi missed the extra point,
which very nearly came back to haunt
the Raiders before his late game hero-
ics rendered it moot.

The Raiders scored again on their
next series. This time the touchdown
came in the form of a 50-yard touch-
down run by lightning fast RB Shawn
Martin which made it 20-0 with 4:29
left in the half.

“As soon as I got the ball I saw the
middle clogged up and I saw a wide
open gap form on the outside so I took
it,” said Martin who rushed for 174
yards on 30 carries. “The rest was
speed.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood seemed
destined for an easy win but the tide
turned quickly when Esannason
dropped back to pass and found Bran-
don Primus with a 55-yard touch-
down pass just before the end of the
first half. The scoring play was a bit of
a freak occurrence as SPF defensive
back Marshall Young had a bead on
the ball but could not haul it in. The
ball deflected off Young’s fingertips
and Primus snatched it out of the air at
the 10-yard line before racing the rest

of the way for a score.
With a 20-7 lead at the break, Raider

fans could not have been blamed for
worrying. Scotch Plains-Fanwood had
a 21-0 lead over Holy Cross in their
season opener before losing that game
in the second half. The theme seemed
to be repeating itself as Immaculata
came out of the break and marched
for two more scores in the third quar-
ter to take a 21-20 lead. Tommy
McGuire scored on runs of three and
seven yards.

The Spartan surge set the scene for
a dramatic fourth quarter which saw
the Raiders march deep into
Immaculata territory only to be
stopped and forced to the ball over on
downs with 2:23 remaining. The Raid-
ers seemed doomed to another disap-
pointing loss but on first down,
Immaculata RB McGuire was stripped
of the ball. Alex Werkheiser recov-
ered at he Spartan 23-yard line and
the Raiders were alive and kicking.

The Raiders worked the ball inside
the 10-yard line and took a shot at the
end zone on a second-and-goal pass
play that fell incomplete. First year
head coach Austin Holman had seen
enough. He signaled for the field goal
team with :25 left and the rest is
Raider history.

“I probably should have run the clock
all the way down. I freaked out a little
bit when they called the timeout right
away. I wanted to think about it a little
longer. Because, you know, that is a
first-time varsity kicker trying to kick
his first field goal in an actual game.
He had kicked extra points and he
missed one earlier. He went in there
and he was cool as a cucumber. They
tried to ice him with the timeout.”

The Raiders evened their record at
2-2 with the win, while Immaculata
fell to 1-3. For the Raiders, all signs
are pointing in the right direction with
Holman at the helm. Despite some
hiccups, the Raiders are playing bet-
ter football than prior editions which
won just four of the past 39 games.

“We practice great and we show
signs of being a really good team,”
said Holman. “We feel like we
shouldn’t have to win games like that.
But you know what? A win is a win
and every win is hard. Every win is
tough to get. Sometimes you wish
they weren’t so tough but the kids,
they really deserved this. They have
put the work in and have been very
receptive to the coaching. Sometimes
the football gods play games with
your head. It worked out for us this
time. The kids played hard through-
out the game. My Dad said to me after
the Cranford game that you are a team
no matter what and that is what we are
trying to get across to them.”
Sc Pl-Fanwood 13   7   0   3 23
Immaculata   0   7 14   0 21

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDER STARS OF THE GAME... Akin Akinwunmi (15), QB Hayden Widder
(middle) and RB Shawn Martin (3) played a key role in the Raiders’ 23-21 triumph
over Immaculata on September 27.

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

WF’s BECKER 10 SERVICE POINTS, 4 ACES, IJOMA 5 KILLS

Volleyball Blue Devils Defeat
Lady Raiders in Straight Sets

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield defeated Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 2-0 (25-14, 25-6) in a girls
volleyball match played on Septem-
ber 25 at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. Westfield improved to 10-1
on the season, while Scotch Plains-
Fanwood fell to 5-5 with the loss.
Junior Julia Becker sparked the Blue
Devil attack with a strong service
game that included four aces among
her 10 service points.

“We know that Julia has a good
service game and we depend on her to
provide that for us,” said Westfield
Head Coach Bev Torok.

Westfield was never threatened in
the match. The host Raiders took 1-0
leads in each set but were quickly
overpowered by the superior passing
game that the Blue Devils brought
with them. Westfield raced out to a
13-4 lead in Game 1 before cruising
to a 25-14 win.

“We used this game to go back to
our basics and make sure we are work-
ing on our service game, our hitting,
and hitting good spots,” said Stephanie
Margolies, who had two kills, five
digs and two aces to fill up her stat
line.

Game 2 featured more of the same
from Westfield. With the score tied at
1-1, Blue Devil libero Becker began
her serve rotation and she did not stop
until Westfield had run off 10 straight
points for a 11-1 lead. Becker’s domi-
nant turn in serve included four aces.

“I was focused on taking a certain
amount of time before I served each
ball,” said Becker. “I was counting
and trying to make sure I waited a
certain amount of time in order to get
a better serve in.”

Westfield used the remainder of
Game 2 to work on plays, while rotat-
ing in some of their younger players.
The Blue Devils went on to win the
second set 25-6. With a brutal sched-
ule ahead that features matches against
Colonia, Hunterdon Central,
Bridgewater-Raritan and a rematch
with perennial Union County nem-
esis Union Catholic, the win over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood served as a
testing ground for future strategies.

“I think we knew that this team was
beatable, so we mixed in trying to
execute some of our harder plays so
that we can use them in future

matches,” said Becker, a junior.
Uzi Ijoma led the Blue Devils with

five kills. Jessica Schlewitt recorded
five digs and seven assists. Lydia
Nisita had two kills, four service points
and one ace.

MaddieYessman had three kills for
Scotch Plains-Fanwood. Kaelie
Chung recorded three digs and seven
assists for the Raiders, who lost to
Westfield for the second time this
season. This was third straight defeat
for Scotch Plains-Fanwood which will
look to get back on the winning track
with upcoming road matches against
Edison, Oak Knoll and Elizabeth.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF AGREEMENT

The Township of Cranford, is the lead
agency for the Cranford Police Coopera-
tive Pricing System, System Identifier 47-
CPCPS, pursuant to N.J.A.C 5:34-7.1, et
seq; The Township advertised for bids for
police and administrative vehicles, received
sealed bids on September 10, 2019 and
has now entered into an Agreement with
Beyer of Morristown. This Agreement and
Resolution No. 2019-325 authorizing said
Agreement are available for public inspec-
tion at the office of the Municipal Clerk.

Awarded to: Beyer of Morristown,
200 Ridgedale Avenue, Morristown,
New Jersey 07960

Purchase of Goods and Services: 2020
Dodge Charger

Fee: $21,185.00

Purchase of Goods and Services: 2020
Dodge Durango

Fee: $27,439.00

Two Year Lease with Purchase Option:
2020 Dodge Charger

Fee: $21,892.52

Two Year Lease with Purchase Option:
2020 Dodge Durango

Fee: $28,355.09

Three Year Lease with Purchase Op-
tion: 2020 Dodge Charger

Fee: $22,614.19

Three Year Lease with Purchase Op-
tion: 2020 Dodge Durango

Fee: $29,289.80

Date: September 24, 2019
Patricia Donahue

Township Clerk
1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $37.74

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ATTEMPTING TO ELUDE THE DEFENSE...Cougar quarterback Connor Katz, No. 18, tries to elude the swarming
Pioneer defense. The Somerville Pioneers defeated the Cougars, 40-7, at Memorial Field in Cranford on September 27.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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The Westfield of 2019 bares almost
zero resemblance to the Westfield of
1903, when T.R. Hughes of Brooklyn
published a series of drawings of vari-
ous towns in the northeast. They were
somehow depicted as if photographed
by a drone, which of course did not
exist at the time.

Neither did automobiles, or traffic
lights.

Lincoln School, which was located
on Academy Place (now known as
Temple Place) had been the high
school. But Washington School, lo-
cated on Elm Street, directly between

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When Westfield High
Was the Hilltoppers

Orchard and Walnut streets, became
the high school in 1900. (Elm Street
School would become the high school
years later.)

Recreation Park, between Rahway
and Westfield Avenues (now the site
of Gary Kehler Stadium), was mostly
a baseball field, with a covered
wooden grandstand that backed up to
Westfield Ave., and a VERY deep
centerfield (sort of like the old Polo
Grounds in New York).

The Armory hadn’t been built yet
and, going by the 1903 map, Rahway
Ave., except for the area where the
Armory was built, was one big forest.
And there were some wide-open
spaces, too, like where Roosevelt Jun-
ior High School was built in 1926,
and several areas along Dudley Ave.,
plus pretty much everything north and
east of Mountain Ave.

A trolley line from Elizabeth came
into Westfield, along Grove Street,
then Summit Ave., down South Ave.,
under an underpass onto North Ave.,
then up Prospect and onto Newton
Place (now the site of Franklin School)
before heading west to Plainfield.

The future mansions on Lawrence
Ave. and Knollwood Terrace were just
open space and trees, respectively.

It was a time when newspapers
ruled, radios and telephones were not
in every home, and television and the
internet were not even imaginable.

Where Washington School was lo-
cated was approximately where the
tennis courts are today. When Elm
Street School opened in 1916 to ac-
commodate the overflow crowds at
Washington School, a covered walk-
way was built, so the students and
teachers could avoid any rain or snow
while traveling to class.

Washington School’s nickname was
the Hilltoppers or sometimes the High-
landers, because of the hill upon which
it was built. This information came to
us via a letter years ago from the late
Bill Taylor, grandfather of the soccer-
playing Tourtellotte sisters. Bill’s fa-

ther Percy was a three-sport guy back
in the day when that meant he played
football, basketball and baseball, the
only sports available.

The high school didn’t become
known as the Blue Devils until the
early 1940s, although pinning down
the exact date has been a pain-in-the-
butt. There was mention in The
Westfield Leader of a post-basketball
season game around 1936 between
the varsity teams from WHS and Holy
Trinity High School. The WHS play-
ers called themselves the ‘Blue Dev-
ils’, perhaps because they wanted to
stick it to the local parochial school.
Who knows? But it wasn’t mentioned
again until 1942 or 1943.

This is the type of news that some
of us find totally fascinating, but most
people will skip right over. They’d
rather live in the reality of the real
world, or in the possibilities of the
future world. Some of us still prefer to
remember (laughingly now, it seems)
the good ol’ days.

WHATTA GAME
WHS (2-1) knocked Watchung Hills

(3-1) from the unbeaten ranks last Sat-
urday with a steamy, heart-thumping,
last-second 21-17 decision at Kehler
Stadium. It was one of the best high
school games we’ve seen in a while.
(The 28-21 win over Scotch Plains in
2006, and 2011’s 37-35 win over Union
come to mind.) Tim Alliegro grinded
out 79 tough yards on 26 carries, and
Hank Shapiro combined with ends
Griffin Rooney and John Czarnecki
for some last-second heroics.

The win was No. 99 for coach Jim
DeSarno in his 13-plus years at WHS.
He’ll be going for No. 100 on Friday
night at always tough Elizabeth (1-3),
which won last year’s game, 12-0.

WHATTA GAME II
It’s approximately 150 miles or a

2½-hour drive from Oradell in Bergen
County to Carney’s Point in Salem
County. That’s how far River Dell drove
on Saturday to play Penn Grove, in an
intersectional and intergroup match-

Blue Devils Earn 21-17 Win Over WH Warriors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

seven tackles, defensive lineman
Colin Freer with four tackles and Dan
Shakal, Matt Varano and Matt
O’Connor with three tackles each lim-
ited the 3-1 Warriors to 73 yards rush-
ing. Warrior quarterback Chad Mar-
tini, who completed only one pass for
nine yards in the first half, finished
with nine completions for 135 yards,
including a 29-yard touchdown strike
to Brian Hayward.

Watchung Hills got the first big
break of the game when defensive
back Alex Strehle tipped a Westfield
punt to give the Warriors possession
on the Blue Devils’ 30-yard line. On
the eighth play, running back Kyle
Sanders scooted in from the six and
Spencer Ostroff nailed the point after
to give the Warriors a 7-0 with 6:39
left in the first quarter.

In the second quarter, the 2-1 Blue
Devils got great field position when
Rooney returned a punt from the
Westfield 45 to the Warrior 41. Three
straight runs from Alliegro and a 10-
yard keeper by Shapiro put the ball on
the 22. On a third-and-five, Shapiro
connected with Czarnecki for 14 yards
to the three. Then with fine blocking,
Alliegro split through for the touch-
down and Prybylski hit the point after
to knot the score with 4:47 left in the
half.

Westfield received the kickoff to
open the third quarter and when
Shapiro fired a long 47-yard bomb to
Martini, the Blue Devils were back in
business with a first down at the War-
rior 22. After a one-yard gain, Shapiro
on a keeper galloped 21 yards for a
touchdown but a holding call at the
three brought the ball back to the 13.

Three plays later a 30-yard field goal
attempt missed to the right.

The Warriors took a 10-7 lead after
a 12-play, 73-yard drive resulted in a
20-yard field goal by Ostroff with
8:26 left in the fourth quarter. The
Blue Devils answered within four min-
utes thanks to a pair of receptions by
Rooney and a double penalty (inter-
ference, conduct) that placed the ball
on the 13 where Shapiro shuffled to
Alliegro, who scooted to the end zone
to make the score 14-10.

After a booming lick that sailed out
of the end zone, the Warriors got the
ball at the 20 and Martini engineered
a 10-play drive, which included nine
pass attempts and ended with
Hayward’s 29-yard reception in the
middle of the end zone with 1:41 left
in the game.

Westfield went into its two-minute
drill after receiving the kickoff and
returning it to the 29. Shapiro hit
Rooney in the center for 16 yards to
the 45.

“We were talking about the posi-
tion the corner was playing on me and
we knew that route was going to be
open and Hank threw the ball. All I
had to do was just catch it and run with
it,” Rooney described.

Shapiro then fired to Czarnecki,
who pulled off an NFL style, toes-in
grab good for 15 yards and a first
down.

“We were doing our two-minute
drill and I am just trying to do what I
can to help the team. I had a pretty bad
drop last week and so in my mind, I
was saying don’t drop the pass, just
make a catch, make a play on the ball
and I was able to do that today. I am

really happy that we were able to get
the win because that comes first,”
Czarnecki explained.

“I was looking. I knew he was go-
ing to make a play. I just had to put the
ball in a place where he can do some-
thing with it. He made an awesome
catch,” Shapiro expressed.

Alliegro barreled nine yards and
Rooney had a short reception for an-
other first down at the 29. Alliegro
bashed four yards and a timeout was
called with :40 on the clock.

After an incomplete pass, Shapiro
connected with Czarnecki for 22 yards
at the Warrior three which prompted
another timeout with :23 remaining.
Then after another incomplete pass,
Shapiro fired successfully to Rooney
in the right corner of the end zone for
the touchdown with 11 seconds on the
clock.

“We practice the two-minute drill
every week, so we know that if we’re
down and need a touchdown in a
minute, we have the plays to do that.
That last play, we run that all the time,
that back shoulder fade. Henry threw
a perfect ball and all I had to do was
free my defender and the rest was
history,” Rooney explained.

“He loves that play and I am happy.
Doing that was really fun and being
able to win the game on that play was
unbelievable,” Shapiro expressed.

“We just know that we have the
ability to succeed and do great things.
We had poise. We were able to march
down the field and make plays like
that,” Czarnecki said.

“You got to give it up for Czarnecki.
He really stepped up. We are counting
on him this year to make big plays and
he made a lot of big plays in a lot of
key situations. He’s a big reason why
we won today,” Rooney said.

“I have complete faith in John. He’s
going to make plays. He made a great
play on the sideline, a great play to get
us down deep into their red zone. I am
really happy with the way our offen-
sive line played, the way our receivers
handled the business out there. We run
the two-minute drill every week and
try to hone it in so make sure it’s 100
percent ready to go,” Shapiro said.

That close call with the Warriors
could serve as a wakeup call for the
Blue Devils.

“Watchung Hills is well coached.
They were 3-0 coming in. We knew it
was going to be a dog fight,” Shapiro
commented.

“To me it was a confidence thing
that they held us to seven points but
we had to regroup and came in the
second half and did our thing,” Rooney
said.

“Watchung Hills did a great job,
definitely one of the top teams that we
are going to face. But at the end of the
day we need to be consistent. We
can’t have a good game and a bad
game, so we got to get on a winning
streak,” Czarnecki suggested.
Watchung Hills   7   0   0 10 17
Westfield   0   7   0 14 21

up of real good teams. The host and
Group 1 Red Devils extended their
win streak to 17 with a 42-7 win over
the Group 3 Golden Hawks.

‘PINK OUT’ GAME
The WHS girls volleyball team’s 11th

annual “Pink Out Celebration” game
will be Friday, Oct. 11, against visiting
Bridgewater-Raritan. The game, which
has raised tens of thousands of dollars
to fight breast cancer and promote breast
cancer awareness, has been an annual
event since 2009 for coach Bev Torok,
herself a survivor. The varsity game
will be at 7 p.m., preceded by the jayvee
and freshman games.

HARRIERS RANKED
The WHS boys cross-country team,

which brought a 103-meet win streak
into this season, is currently ranked
No. 26 in the country by DyeStat.com.
The only other New Jersey team
ranked is Middletown’s Christian
Brothers Academy, at No. 9.

UCT SEEDINGS
Both the WHS boys and girls soc-

cer teams earned the third seed in
their respective tournaments, giving
them byes into the quarter-final round.

The boys are staring at a likely
quarterfinal against Gov. Livingston
on Oct. 12, with No. 2 Summit in the
semifinals at Clark on Oct. 19. The
title match is Oct. 25, 8 p.m., at Kean
University.

The girls would face No. 6 Summit
on Oct. 12, with No. 2 Scotch Plains
in the semis at Clark on Friday, Oct.
18. The championship is Oct. 25, 6
p.m., at Kean University.

BYRNE MEMORIAL GOLF
The 21st John Byrne Memorial Golf

Outing will be held on Monday, Oct.
14, at Copper Creek Country Club on
Route 31/202 in East Amwell.

Since Byrne passed away on Dec.
3, 1998 after battling brain cancer, his
friends, family and former teammates
have gotten together annually to raise
money for needy students, while en-
joying a day of reliving their mostly
athletic pasts. The outings helped pay
for John’s three daughters – Grace,
Monica and Katherine– to attend col-
lege. Now that they’ve graduated, the
money raised goes toward three
$2,500 scholarships to WHS seniors,
plus a $1,500 scholarship through the
WHS Boosters Association.

Byrne (’79), who was one of the
youngest members of a great athletic
family, won varsity letters in five sports
at WHS: football, basketball, indoor
track, spring track and baseball.

For more information, contact
Owen Brand at 908-789-2730
orbrandso@verizon.net, Joe Della
Badia, Tom Della Badia or Bob
Hearon.

CSORBA TO DARTMOUTH
Julia Csorba (’20), the school

record-holder in the 400 hurdles, has
committed to attend Dartmouth Col-
lege in the fall. She finished 11th at
the Meet of Champions last spring.
Her younger brother James (’22) is a
starting safety on the football team.
Their father Mike (’88) played bas-
ketball at WHS.

BIRTHDAYS
Chuck Cosenza, the state 148-

pound wrestling champion in 1976
and a 2016 inductee into the Westfield
Athletic Hall of Fame, turns 61 today.

Mike Leniart, the “Voice of the
Blue Devils” on local television and
cable from 2016-18, turns 19 today.

Craig ‘CJ’ Johnson, my brother and
the former owner of “CJ’s Extra In-
nings” baseball card and comic book
store, turned 65 on Sept. 28.

Gordon Peterson, the Blue Devil
mascot during the 1964 football sea-
son, turns 72 tomorrow.

Graceanne MacKenzie Hess, a
standout girls soccer player last de-
cade, turns 28 tomorrow.

ON THIS DATE
Oct. 3, 1925: The new Recreation

Field was dedicated, followed by a 7-
0 season-opening football victory over
Morristown. Under coach third-year
coach Howard Batten, the team had
been practicing at a field near Fair
Acres Race Track on East Broad
Street, following 10 days of “inten-
sive training” in Ocean City.

Oct. 3, 1964: All-state linebacker
Jerry Hendershott was ejected for
fighting, but it didn’t stop WHS from
posting a 20-6 win over Cranford.
Ron Hall ran for 133 yards and two
touchdowns on 12 carries, and Charlie
Clark had 77 yards on just 7 carries.

The Devil’s Den appears occa-
sionally during the school year.

SPF PAL B & C Team Top
New Prov., E Tops Roselle Pk.

The Scotch Plains Fanwood (SPF)
PAL football teams claimed three vic-
tories during play in the New Jersey
Suburban Youth Football League this
past Sunday. Against New Providence
in New Providence, the SPF B team
Raiders (seventh grade) scored a 25-
12 victory and the SPF C team Raid-
ers (sixth grade) pitched a 20-0 shut-
out. Meanwhile, the SPF E team
(fourth grade) delivered a 28-0 vic-
tory over the host team, Roselle Park.

Also in New Providence, the A team
Raiders (eighth grade) fell to the host
team, 32-0, and the D team Raiders
(fifth grade) was defeated, 14-0. The
third grade Raiders were defeated on
the road by Old Bridge/Sayrewoods,
27-6.

In New Providence, the B team was
sparked by Jacob Handy and Jake

Fezza while the guiding the C team to
victory were Jayvon Young and Aiden
Lickman.

In Roselle Park, the fourth grade
Raiders posted the shutout over the
home team behind the play of Sam
Schinesthul and Matthew Hayeck.

In the defeats to New Providence,
the A team Raiders were led by Ethan
Murray and Chase Hagler, while the
SPF D team was paced by Micah
Smith, Jay Sachkowsky and Cooper
Dupuis. The SPF third graders were
led in the loss to Old Bridge/
Sayrewoods by Julian Monroy and
Robert Lawson.

The SPF PAL will be home this
Sunday, October 6, at Scotch Plains
Fanwood High School’s Tyson Field.
The A, B and D teams will play Spring-
field, while the C team meets Chatham
and the E team plays Old Bridge/
Sayrewoods. The third graders for
SPF will be on the road at Flemington.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on October 23,
2019 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 61 Montrose Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 22 Lot 9,
as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by Adam Kohut and Kristin Pasheluk.

The applicant requests Proposed fence,
6 feet, fronting Birch Street which is in
violation of:

Section 184-106D of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: 6 foot
fence fronting Birch Street; Permitted: 4 ;
Present: none; Proposed: 6.

Section 184-115 (E1) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: Lot
size; Permitted: 7500; Present: 6634; Pro-
posed: 6634.

Section 184-115 (E4) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Front yard setback (corner lot); Permitted:
30; Present: 25.1; Proposed: 25.1.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Adam Kohut

61 Montrose Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $40.29

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 23rd of Sep-
tember the Zoning Board of the Township
of Cranford, in the County of Union took the
following actions:

The Zoning Board of Adjustment of the
Township of Cranford has awarded a con-
tract without competitive bidding for pro-
fessional services pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) to Bruce A. Eisenstein,
Ph.D., P.E, with offices at 7804 Pine Road,
Wyndmoor, Pennsylvania 19038. This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
office of zoning official located at the Mu-
nicipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

The contract has been awarded to Bruce
A. Eisenstein, Ph.D., P.E for review, com-
ment and testimony regarding the request
by New York SMSA Limited Partnership d/
b/a Verizon Wireless, T-Mobile Northeast
LLC (“T-Mobile”) and New Cingular Wire-
less PCS, LLC (“AT&T”)  (collectively the
Applicant), for preliminary and final site
plan and variance approval to permit the
construction and operation of a wireless
communications facility on a portion of the
Union County College campus, 1033
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
at a cost of $250.00 per hour to be billed
and paid from Applicant’s escrow account
under ZBA 19-010.

Robert Bovasso,
Secretary

1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $54.57

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF AGREEMENT

The Township of Cranford, is the lead
agency for the Cranford Police Coopera-
tive Pricing System, System Identifier 47-
CPCPS, pursuant to N.J.A.C 5:34-7.1, et
seq; The Township advertised for bids for
police and administrative vehicles, received
sealed bids on September 10, 2019 and
has now entered into an Agreement with
Beyer Ford. This Agreement and Resolu-
tion No. 2019-323 authorizing said Agree-
ment are available for public inspection at
the office of the Municipal Clerk.

Awarded to: Beyer Ford, 170
Ridgedale Avenue, Morristown, New
Jersey 07960

Purchase of Goods and Services: 2020
Ford Expedition

Fee: $36,667.00

Purchase of Goods and Services: 2020
Ford F250

Fee: $26,170.00

Two Year Lease with Purchase Option:
2020 Ford Utility Police Interceptor

Fee: $34,710.19

Two Year Lease with Purchase Option:
2020 Ford Expedition

Fee: $37,890.84

Two Year Lease with Purchase Option:
2020 Ford F250

Fee: $27,043.37

Three Year Lease with Purchase Op-
tion: 2020 Ford Utility Police Interceptor

Fee: $35,854.40

Three Year Lease with Purchase Op-
tion: 2020 Ford Expedition

Fee: $39,139.91

Three Year Lease with Purchase Op-
tion: 2020 Ford F250

Fee : $27,935.25

Date: September 24, 2019
Patricia Donahue

Township Clerk
1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $43.86

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF AGREEMENT

The Township of Cranford, is the lead
agency for the Cranford Police Coopera-
tive Pricing System, System Identifier 47-
CPCPS, pursuant to N.J.A.C 5:34-7.1, et
seq; The Township advertised for bids for
police and administrative vehicles, received
sealed bids on September 10, 2019 and
has now entered into an Agreement with
Gentilini Motors Fleet. This Agreement
and Resolution No. 2019-324 authorizing
said Agreement are available for public
inspection at the office of the Municipal
Clerk.

Awarded to: Gentilini Motors Fleet,
500 John S. Penn Boulevardn  Wood-
bine, New Jersey 08270

Purchase of Goods and Services: 2020
Chevrolet Impala

Fee: $21,219.00

Purchase of Goods and Services: 2020
Chevrolet Tahoe 2WD

Fee: $31,999.00

Purchase of Goods and Services: 2020
Chevrolet Tahoe 4WD

Fee: $34,869.00

Two Year Lease with Purchase Option:
2020 Chevrolet Impala

Fee: $22,223.00

Two Year Lease with Purchase Option:
2020 Chevrolet Tahoe 2WD

Fee: $33,374.66

Two Year Lease with Purchase Option:
2020 Chevrolet Tahoe 4WD

Fee: $36,327.92

Three Year Lease with Purchase Op-
tion: 2020 Chevrolet Impala

Fee: $22,813.00

Three Year Lease with Purchase Op-
tion: 2020 Chevrolet Tahoe 2WD

Fee: $34,321.63

Three Year Lease with Purchase Op-
tion: 2020 Chevrolet Tahoe 4WD

Fee: $37,358.68

Date: September 24, 2019
Patricia Donahue

Township Clerk
1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $46.92

FUN AT WORLD CLASSIC...Team Rome of the Westfield Baseball League Fall
World Classic 7-10 grade division are enjoying the season with a current unde-
feated record of 4-0. Pictured, left to right, at Tamaques Park Field 2 are: kneeling;
Rowan McMahill, Liam Carno, Sam Reichel, Garrett Gao and Noah Rubenstein;
middle row, Philip Langhart, Derek Kobrin, Braedan McDonald, Ethan Epstein,
Evan Swiat and Owen Hilliard; back row, coaches Mark McMahill, Dali Gao and
Matt Swiat. Forza Roma.

WF PAL D Grid Kids Nip
Old Bridge/Sayreville, 14-13

Courtesy of Lorraine DeRick

GOING UP FOR THE GRAB...Westfield PAL D wide receiver Justin Boufarah
goes up to grab a 20-yard pass from QB Jordan Walsh. Boufarah then broke two
tackles and scampered 45 yards for a touchdown.

The Westfield PAL Tackle Football
D team improved its record to 3-0
with a 14-13 victory over previously
undefeated Old Bridge/Sayreville
South in a NJSYFL American Con-
ference contest at Lombardi Field in
Old Bridge.

OBSS opened the scoring with a
five-yard touchdown pass in the sec-
ond quarter. On the second play of the
ensuing drive, quarterback Jordan
Walsh fired a 20-yard strike to wide
receiver Justin Boufarah, who broke
two tackles after snaring the pass.
Boufarah then sprinted 45 yards for a
touchdown and Walsh’s PAT conver-
sion on a QB keeper tied the game at
7-7.

In the third quarter, Walsh capped
an 11-play, 61-yard drive with a seven-
yard touchdown run and he once again

converted the PAT on a keeper to put
Westfield up 14-7.

OBSS answered on the next play
with a 65 yard scamper for a touch-
down. Westfield defensive tackle
Ginaluca Ciucci stuffed the conver-
sion attempt a foot short of the goal
line.

Westfield took a 14-13 lead into the
fourth quarter and the defense, led by
Robert DeRick, Shaquan McKenith,
Anthony Narciso and Luke Romano,
held the OBSS offense in check for
the rest of the game.

Head Coach Tony Borg said, “The
boys grounded it out today against a
very tough OBSS team. Our running
game opened up after Justin and Jor-
dan connected on that long pass and
that was the key on the long drive for
the winning touchdown.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RUNNING FOR A TD?...Blue Devil quarterback Hank Shapiro, No. 10, broke
loose for what appeared to be a 21-yard touchdown but a holding call placed the
ball on the Watchung Hills Warrior 13-yard line.
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS NOTICE OF SALE OF PROPERTY FOR

NONPAYMENT OF TAXES, ASSESSMENTS AND/OR OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS

Public notice is hereby given that I, Colleen M. Huehn Collector of Taxes of the Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union will sell
at public auction on Tuesday, October 22, 2019 in the Municipal Court, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey at 9:00 o’clock
in the morning or at such later time and place to which said sale may then be adjourned, all of the several lots and parcels of land assessed
to the respective persons whose names are set opposite each respective parcel as the owner thereof for the total amount of municipal
liens chargeable against said lands respectively, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-1, et seq. as computed to the 22ND DAY OF
OCTOBER 2019.

Take further notice that the hereinafter described lands will be sold for the amount of municipal liens chargeable against each parcel
of said land assessed as one parcel, together with interest and costs to the date of the sale.  Said lands will be sold at the lowest rate
of interest bid, but in no case in excess of 18%. Payments for said parcels shall be made prior to the conclusion of the sale in the form
of cash, certified check or other method previously approved by the Tax Collector or the property will be resold. Properties for which
there are no other purchasers shall be struck off and sold to the Township of Scotch Plains at an interest rate of 18%.

At any time before the sale I will accept payment of the amount due on any property with interest and costs. Payment must be in the
form of cash or certified check.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-10-23.11 et seq), the Water Pollution
Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-:10A-1 et seq) and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq).  In addition, the municipality is
precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prosepctive purchaser who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner
of the site.

In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the Tax Collector should be notified immediately..

TYPE OF
BLOCK & LOT OWNER NAME PROPERTY LOCATION  CHARGES TOTAL

00101  0002 GOTTLICK, RUSSELL 1509 FRONT   ST T S $14,037.51
00102  0014 SANCHEZ, NICHOL 372 FARLEY  AV S $310.88
00102  0015 JOBLON, RYAN M & RUHL,KELLY A 366 FARLEY  AV S $291.24
00204.04   0001 CPC12 CRAWFORD, MATTHEW JAMES 1533 E SECOND ST #D12 T S $1,572.24
00302  0006 DAVIDSON, JEFFREY/GRECO, CAROL 512 FARLEY  AV S $292.58
00302  0010 GALLEGO,FEDERICO L- VILLAGRAN, 528 FARLEY  AV S $309.79
00302  0016 COLON,CHRISTOPHER & JENNIFER 541 CICILIA PL S $299.97
00302  0022 515 CICILIA VENTURES LLC 515 CICILIA PL T S $1,931.76
00401  0013 NAN, YOUSSEF 545 FARLEY  AV S $205.98
00501  0017 1589 SECOND ST, LLC 1589 E SECOND ST T S $27,440.35
00502  0005 HJ3 ENTERPRISE LLC 1628 FRONT   ST T $8,813.19
00503  0028 MARTINEZ, CARLOS 415 HUNTER  AV S $296.69
00602  0012 SANDOVAL,OSBALDO & IVONNE 361 HOE   AV S $330.53
00602  0014 CHRISTIAN,RODNEY & JACQUELINE 369 HOE   AV S $205.98
00603  0014 BORQUIST, MATTHEW & CAITLIN 1619 FRONT   ST S $289.06
00702  0001 LYONS, WILLIAM & SILANCE, MARG 1703 MOUNTAIN AV S $309.79
00704  0014 BANKS, ALBERT & MELINDA 218 MYRTLE  AV S $294.51
00901  0023 WILLIAMS, MARLENE & JOHN 365 HUNTER  AV S $304.26
00901  0033 321 HUNTER LLC 321 HUNTER  AV S $205.98
00902  0009 ESTIVENE, FRANTZ & INGRID 326 MYRTLE  AV S $289.06
00902  0017 WILLMOTT,THEODORE W & PAULA M 360 MYRTLE  AV S $302.33
00902  0018 FRYER,FRANK 366 MYRTLE  AV S $307.61
00903  0004 RICHARDSON, SAM III & STEPHANI 353 MYRTLE  AV S $307.61
00903  0023 GENTY, RALPH & SHIRLEY 340 SYCAMORE AV S $292.33
00903.01   0026 CKJ04 HANSELMAN,ERICKA 4 KING JAMES CT S $286.07
01001  0010 MAXWELL, ANTHONY 331 HAVEN   AV S $205.98
01102  0012 CLEARVIEW EQUITIES LLC 411 MYRTLE  AV T $1,792.61
01104  0011 VIARI, JOHN & NANCY & PERRETTI 421 FLANDERS AV S $297.79
01201  0035 C0207 LEISSING, ERIC 530 PARK   AV S $303.24
01502  0016 1953 WESTFIELD AVENUE, LLC 1953 WESTFIELD AV T $2,354.14
01602  0015 PALMIERI, DARYL E & CASEY A 369 UNION   AV S $292.33
01904  0005 TUCKER, JEANETTE 1996 PROSPECT AV T S $12,666.16
02001  0014 LEPKOWSKI, BRENDAN E & JACLYN 328 MONTAGUE AV S $294.51
02002  0017 LACOSTA, ROBERT & BEDNAR, JACL 2025 GRAND   ST T S $5,041.22
02101  0026 LO RUSSO, ROBERTO & ANTONIETTE 401 MONTAGUE AV S $301.06
02102  0011 ANICO, DAVID,M & KIMBERLY D 2003 BARTLE  AV S $143.21
02302  0003 UTRIEGEL,SEAN M & ERIN B 1962 BIRCH   ST S $292.33
02501  0029 KLEHM, LINDA 2100 WESTFIELD RD CI T S $2,306.16
02502  0007 FELA, KIMBERLY 2105 PORTLAND AV T $1,887.34
02603  0018 RUSSO, ROXANE 2081 COLES   AV S $285.60
02801  0004 THE SPF YOUTH BASEBALL ASSOC. 2081 VALLEY  AV S $574.31
02802  0020 KRONERT, MICHAEL 2075 PROSPECT AV S $286.82
02803  0006 SANTORO, BERNADINE J 2044 PROSPECT AV T $660.06
02803  0007 SANTORO,SCOTT & BERNADINE 2048 PROSPECT AV S $291.49
02903  0003 DILIBERTI, ANTHONY 225 WESTFIELD RD S $289.06

03002  0001 PILGRIM, BARRY J & JACQUELIN K 2200 MOUNTAIN AV S $306.52
03101  0011 BATES,CHRISTOPHER 2212 COLES   AV S $293.37
03201  0038 MONTALVO, RICHARD & LUCILA 2257 EVERGREEN AV S $292.33
03301  0007 TEZUCAR, ONUR-BARDSLEY, JESSIC 563 WESTFIELD RD S $292.58
03501  0005 BLECHERT, GISELA 2328 BELVEDERE DR T $5,870.38
03502  0004.06 VANTERPOOL,JEFFREY & RACHEL C 11 NICOLE  CT S $297.79
03603  0008 KLUCKAS, CHRISTOPHER & JENNIFE 2274 COLES   AV S $295.60
03803  0010 TEVIS, PETER & KIM 240 BYRD   AV S $306.52
03906  0007 AUSBON, RICKY & DEBRA 202 HARDING RD S $290.41
03906  0008 CZURLANIS, KENNETH & DEBORAH M 204 HARDING RD S $185.76
03906  0012 SHEVLIN, RICHARD 224 HARDING RD T $450.44
03907  0007 CATO, RAMONA 213 MOUNTAINVIEW AV T S $2,863.98
04102  0021 BLAES, KENNETH J & DONNA M 436 VICTOR  ST S $289.06
04104  0010 SALVIONE, PETER & CARRERA, C 407 WARREN  ST S $295.60
04104  0020 SHELDON, ROBERT & SUSANNE 432 JERUSALEM RD S $304.33
04301  0020 RODRIGUEZ, RAMON & GRISELDA 515 VICTOR  ST S $294.51
04302  0015 EGUES-DELGADO, MARIA 537 WARREN  ST S $295.60
04501  0023 FAREZ, ANTONIO & GLADYS 515 JERUSALEM RD S $205.98
04502  0006 DINICOLA, JOSEPH & ELIZABETH 347 ACACIA  RD S $302.28
04703  0005 MARI,MICHELLE O 2581 MOUNTAIN AV S $293.42
04901.03   0003 CO302 CLARK, RENEE 302 DONATO  CR S $287.96
06001  0008 HUDSON, SEAN L 532 ROLLING PEAKS WY T $6,192.99
06301  0003 TURPIN, PAULINE LARK 2509 SMITH   ST T $5,114.44
06302  0001 JENKINS, LEMUEL & ZULLA 2540 SMITH   ST S $205.98
06702  0001 BURNS,LISA CLARK 2218 OLD FARM RD T $659.86
06801  0014 MARGIOTTA, MICHAEL S 2309 CONCORD RD T S $16,269.11
06901  0029 SANGULILIANO ENT.INC./GARDEN C 2401 BERYLLIUM RD T $4,214.07
07001  0024 BLACKER, MICHAEL & MARILYN 12 HOMESTEAD TR S $225.96
07304  0014 PRIL REI, LLC 2411 PARK   PL T $250.94
07401  0031 FLAGG, ANTHONY/CASTILLO,LANITA 856 O’DONNELL AV S $322.89
08001  0022 CUCCURULLO, ANTHONY P III & DO 2365 LONGFELLOW AV S $310.88
08406  0004 MCAULIFFE, THOMAS J & ELIZABET 2224 JERSEY  AV S $302.15
08504  0001 FAROUK, ALAA & ABDELBARY, MARW 2045 MAPLEVIEW CT S $205.98
08801  0010 NEAL, WAYNE & ALICIA 1160 WASHINGTON AV S $287.96
08802  0006 BOOKER, VANESSA 1169 WASHINGTON AV S $178.70
08902  0017 GOETZEE, HELEN 1126 HETFIELD AV T $10,365.90
09201  0010 CURRIE, CRAIG T 2096 NEWARK  AV S $205.98
09401  0007 SAVOCA, JOHN C JR & MICHELE A 1909 MARY ELLEN LN S $300.78
09501  0011 LUSK, MICHAEL & PATRICIA 1200 CHRISTINE CI S $303.24
10001  0020 DEC, EDWARD & CHRISTINE 14 OXFORD  RD T $9,049.70
10201  0015 THEODORE, HELLO & CAROLE 1351 GRAYMILL DR S $305.43
10301  0028 CARO ESPOSITO, ANTONIO & CLAUD 1301 MARTINE AV S $306.52
10602  0007 PATEL, KALI ELIZABETH & ANNOJ 1490 LAMBERTS MILL RD S $90.58
11204  0016 SICOLI,ROBERT & POFELDT,E 1591 SHACKAMAXON DR S $304.33
11803  0005 BARRETO, DANNY J & ERIKA P 1710 RAMAPO  WY S $299.97
11905  0019 CHABAD OF UNION COUNTY 1400 MARTINE AV S $356.30
11905  0038 SMITH, MICHAEL & CHAUNTE H/W 1671 COOPER  RD S $291.49
12301  0011 CHARLES, PAUL 9 MANITOU WY S $295.60
12401  0046 PEDERSEN, STEVEN & SUSAN 1889 NORTH GATE RD S $299.97
12402  0006 PENSCO TRUST COMPANY LLC 17 BLACK BIRCH RD T S $11,916.91
12501  0005 MAC DOWELL, GAYLE A 1808 CHAPEL  RD T S $12,023.91
13002  0009 REICH, WARREN A - REICH, STEVE 2090 RARITAN RD T $7,923.81
13301  0017 CHARLES,MATTHEW & SHERRY 4 LINDEN  LN S $299.97
13302  0010 STEELE, SCOTT K & NICOLE S 2035 WINDING BROOK WY S $150.51
13701.03   0003 CW015 BATTS, ALETHEA M 15 WAREHAM VI S $293.42
13701.26   0003 CT010 LEPRE, GEORGE EDWARD 10 TISBURY VI S $312.98
14001  0001 ASHBROOK REALTY,LLC 1610 RARITAN RD S $58,325.03
14302  0006 FOX & FOXX DEVP.,LLC 21 DONSEN  LN S $301.06
14501  0024 ALPHA RE ASSETS ONE LLC 10 MICHAEL LN T S $11,295.42
14703  0010 JENEY, ROBERT J, JR & CAROL A 9 WELLINGTON DO S $297.79
15303  0017 BYRNE, JACQUELINE PATRICIA 1230 TERRILL RD S $302.33
15402  0002 WOLMAN, MARK S & WENDI B 18 CHIP-LOU LN S $296.69
15402  0020 MAIGNAN, DAVID & LEAH 1150 CUSHING RD REAR T $66.24
16202  0002.01 JUCO, RODNEY & DEROGATIS,DIANE 850 RARITAN RD S $298.88
16402  0001.03 ALZOOBAEE, FAIZ & MAHA 6 KING   ST T $23,391.47

 (Charge Legend: T=Taxes, S=Sewer, W=Water, I=SID, F=Fox-Lnc, O=Other Munic)
Colleen M. Huehn,
Collector of Taxes

4 T - 09/26, 10/03, 10/10 & 10/17/19, The Times Fee: $1,370.88

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

Washington School Awarded
Ntl. Blue Ribbon Recognition

WESTFIELD — Washington El-
ementary School in Westfield has been
named a National Blue Ribbon
School, one of nine schools in New
Jersey to be recognized in 2019. U.S.
Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos
made the announcement in Washing-
ton, D.C. on September 26.

“We recognize and honor your im-
portant work in preparing students
for successful careers and meaning-
ful lives,” said Ms. DeVos in a video
message to honorees that was live
streamed and later replayed to enthu-
siastic Washington students and staff.
“As a National Blue Ribbon School,
your school demonstrates what is
possible when committed educators
hold all students and staff to high
standards and create vibrant, innova-
tive cultures of teaching and learn-
ing.”

Created in 1982, the National Blue
Ribbon Schools Program recognizes
outstanding public and non-public
school achievement for overall aca-
demic excellence and/or progress in
closing achievement gaps among stu-
dent subgroups.

Washington received the Blue Rib-
bon Schools award in the category of
“Exemplary High Performing
School.” Schools in this category are
among their state’s highest perform-
ing school as measured by state as-
sessments.

“The African proverb is right: It
does take a village when it comes to
providing our children with a school
environment in which they can thrive,”
said Andrew Perry, Ed.D. who joined
Washington School as principal in
2006. “We are a community of teach-
ers and paraprofessionals who are
always looking to improve their craft,
a superintendent and central office
who both push and support us, and
parents who would do just about any-
thing to help youngsters learn and
grow. We also stand on the shoulders
of all those who came before us, al-
lowing us to reach higher than we
ever could alone–educators and mem-
bers of our school community who
steadfastly brought us to this place.”

“Congratulations to the entire
Washington School community, past

and present, for this well-deserved
honor,” added Superintendent Mar-
garet Dolan, Ed.D. “This award is a
recognition of your longstanding com-
mitment to the district’s tradition of
excellence. All of us in the Westfield
Public School District look forward
to celebrating this tremendous
achievement.”

On November 14 and 15, Secretary
DeVos and the U.S. Department of
Education will celebrate with 312
public and 50 non-public school hon-
orees at an awards ceremony in the
Washington, D.C. area. Ms. Dolan
and Mr. Perry, along with Washing-
ton fifth grade teacher Matthew
Cognetti, will attend the ceremony to
accept the award.

Washington School is expected to
hold a celebration in December for
the school community to honor all
those who have contributed to this
coveted recognition over the years. A
date for the school Blue Ribbon cel-
ebration will be announced in the
coming months.

In 2004, Westfield’s Roosevelt In-
termediate School also was honored
as a National Blue Ribbon School.

WESTFIELD —The event will run
from 1:00pm to 3:00pm. All are
welcome to visit the school, which
offers Pre-K 2 through 8th grade.

Do you want your child to learn in
an accepting and caring environment,
with a focus not only on top-notch
academics but also developing well-
rounded, community-minded
individuals? Holy Trinity School
provides a nurturing, creative
environment that instills in children
the skills necessary for academic
excellence. A 2011 Blue Ribbon
School and Middle States accredited,
Holy Trinity School continues to
provide pathways to high school,
college and career success.

What sets us apart? Small class
sizes and differentiated learning in
math, English and literature give all
students the personalized attention
they need to thrive. And with religious
instruction as part of the program,
respect and caring for others are taught
every day, throughout the curriculum.
Weekly club periods during the school
day for grades 5 through 8 to help
students hone a skill or learn a new
one. Academic after school programs
include a chess club, drama club, and
an award winning FLL Robotics team.
Sports offerings include basketball,
track and cross country, as well as
volleyball and golf.

Holy Trinity prepares students for

Holy Trinity School Will Hold an
Open House on Sunday, October 6th

the future. Students take part in STEM
and project-based learning at every
grade level. They also have access to
a state-of-the-art computer lab, as
well as Google Classroom,
SmartBoards, iPads, and
Chromebooks. Students also have
access to various hardware tools, such
as digital cameras, drones, coding
robots, Echo Dot games, and software
programs that teach coding with
sustainability lessons embedded.

Holy Trinity School is currently
accepting students at all grade levels
for the 2020-2021 school year,
including middle school. At present,
our Pre-school classes have waiting
lists and there are a few grades that
have some empty seats. Join us in
taking a tour, seeing the campus and
meeting our teachers. Come see what a
modern Catholic education looks like.

Since 1916, Holy Trinity School
has provided a quality Catholic
education to Westfield and the
surrounding communities. A 2011
National Blue Ribbon and a Middle
States accredited school, its mission
is to educate students to actualize
their full, individual potential, both
spiritually and academically. Holy
Trinity School, preparing our future
now. www.holytrinityschool.org.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Holy Trinity School Open House October 6th

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 19-16

ORDINANCE OF THE BOR-
OUGH COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY ADOPTING AN
AMENDMENT TO CERTAIN
PROVISIONS OF THE LAND
USE ORDINANCE TO REVISE
REGULATIONS PERTAINING
TO SUBMISSION OF PLAN-
NING/ZONING APPLICA-
TIONS

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood, in
the County of Union, New Jersey (the
“Borough”), a public body corporate and
politic of the State of New Jersey, is autho-
rized pursuant to the New Jersey Munici-
pal Land Use Law, N.J.S.A. 40:55D-1, et
seq., (the “Land Use Law”), to regulate
development and to promote good plan-
ning practice; and

WHEREAS, Section 106-17 of Article I
in Chapter 106 of the Borough’s Code
relates to and regulates the certification of
a complete application for development;
and

WHEREAS, it is in the interest of the
Borough to require that applications be
submitted electronically to promote better
record-keeping and increase efficiency; and

WHEREAS, on May 23, 2019, the Plan-
ning Board of the Borough (the “Planning
Board”) recommended to the Borough
Council (the “Borough Council”) that cer-
tain provisions of Chapter 106 of the
Borough’s Code should be revised to pro-
vide for electronic submission of applica-
tions; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Garwood, County of Union, New Jersey
that:

Section 1. Section 106-17.1 (Electronic
Submission of Applications to the Board)
in Article I (General Provisions) in Chapter
106 (Land Use), is hereby created to read
as follows:

A. All documents submitted in connec-
tion with an application to the Board, in-
cluding the completed application, the com-
pleted checklist, all drawings, traffic stud-
ies, stormwater reports, and similar items
submitted in support of an application,
shall be submitted both in physical paper
hardcopy as well as electronically. Appli-
cants shall submit the electronic version of

these materials in Adobe Portable Docu-
ment Format (PDF) in at least 300 dpi,
unless the Board Secretary requests sub-
mission of any materials in a different for-
mat. All revisions and resubmissions shall
likewise be submitted in both hard copy
and electronic formats.

B. Electronic and hard-copy applica-
tions must be submitted to the Board Sec-
retary, with the electronic version being
sent by either by e-mail, USB drive, or CD-
ROM.

C. The Zoning Officer shall not certify an
application as complete until both paper
and electronic submissions are received
by the Board Secretary.

Section 2. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with
any part of this Ordinance are hereby
repealed to the extent that they are in
conflict or inconsistent.

Section 3. If any section, provision, or
part of provision of this Ordinance shall be
held to be unenforceable or invalid by any
court, such holding shall not affect the
validity of this Ordinance, or any part
thereof, other than the part so held unen-
forceable or invalid.

Section 4. A copy of this Ordinance shall
be available for public inspection at the
office of the Borough Clerk during regular
business hours for the required statutory
period.

Section 5. This Ordinance shall take
effect in accordance with all applicable
laws.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 19-16, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 26th DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2019,
and that Ordinance No. 19-16, will be taken
up for further consideration for final pas-
sage at the meeting of said Borough Coun-
cil to be held at its meeting room in the
Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, New Jersey, on the 10th DAY
OF OCTOBER  2019, at 7:15 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
heard, at which time and place all persons
who may be interested therein will be given
an opportunity to be heard concerning the
same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $98.43

PUBLIC NOTICE

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on Monday, Sep-
tember 9, 2019, the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, approved the following:

T-Mobile Northeast LLC was approved
for an extension of time for the temporary
sites on the subject properties located at
1610 Raritan Road, Block 14001, Lot 1,
and 1371 Terrill Road, Block 12001, Lots
4, 5, 6, & 7.

2381 Waldheim, LLC was granted Pre-
liminary and Final Site Plan Approval with
bulk variance relief and waivers to develop
a landscape business storage facility on
the property located at 2381 Waldheim
Avenue, Block 6503, Lot 10.

The Resolutions memorializing said ap-
provals were duly presented and adopted
by the Planning Board at its regular meet-
ing on September 23, 2019. Copies of said
Resolutions have been filed in the office of
the Planning Board and/or the office of the
Municipal Clerk at the Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, and are available for
public inspection.

Shannon Rapant
Clerk/Land Use Administrator

1 T - 10/03/19, The Times Fee: $27.54

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 23rd of Sep-
tember the Zoning Board of the Township
of Cranford, in the County of Union took the
following actions:

1. Application ZBA 19-006: Adopted a
Resolution of Memorialization for DB Wal-
nut Avenue LLC, Applicant, requesting
amended major site plan approval to modify
the commercial space of the ground floor;
this will require alterations to the previ-
ously approved floor plans as well as the
façade of the building on Block 478 Lot
10.01 as designated on the Township Tax
Map also known as 109 Walnut Avenue in
the DB Zone.

2. Adopted Resolution 2019-006 au-
thorizing the Zoning Board of Adjustment
to execute an agreement for Professional
Services with regard to cellular and per-
sonal communication systems.

3. Application ZBA 19-008: Granted
approval to Kevin and Blair McGrath, ap-
plicants, for a c(2) variance for construc-
tion of a second story bridge to connect the
primary structure (house) to an accessory
structure (garage). The minimum required
side yard setbacks are 30 percent of lot
width or 30 feet combined, where the pro-
posed combined side yard setbacks equal
24.4 feet. §255-34, Attachment 1, Sched-
ule 1, on Block 516, Lot 4 as designated on
the Township Tax Map also known as 110
Thomas Street in the R-1 Zone.

4. Application ZBA 19-012: Granted
approval to Matthew DiGiovanni, appli-
cant, for a c(1) and a c(2) variance for
construction of a new garage on an irregu-
larly shaped lot. The minimum total side
yard setbacks are 30 percent of lot width or
16.9 feet combined, where the proposed
combined side yard setbacks are 15.5
feet. Minimum side yard setback of 10
percent of lot width or minimum of 7 feet
where 6.5 feet is existing and 5 feet is
proposed §255-34, Attachment 1, Sched-
ule 1, on Block 616 Lot 26 as designated
on the Township Tax Map also known as
22 Cherokee Road in the R-4 Zone.

5. Application ZBA 19-011: Granted
approval to Christopher and Melissa
D’Mello, applicants, for a c(2) variance for
construction of a porch. The minimum re-
quirement for a front yard setback is 25
feet where 20 feet is being proposed. §255-
34 Attachment 1 Schedule 1, on Block 471
Lot 3 as designated on the Township Tax
Map also known as 6 Martin Place in the R-
3 Zone.

Robert Bovasso,
Secretary

1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $54.57

READING ABROAD…Several members of the Mount Saint Mary Academy
community in Watchung donated books during a special drive in May and their
donations have meant a great deal to youngsters in Italy, thanks to Delia Mairo,
a senior and Cranford resident. “Over the summer, I visited underprivileged
children in Naples, Italy and helped them learn English,” she said. “The generous
book donations made by the Mount community were put to great use. The drive
was sponsored by World Languages Department Chair, Teresa Sengel.

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

FT LABORER/OPERATOR

The Borough of Fanwood is
accepting applications for a full
time Laborer/Operator position in
the Borough’s Public Works
Department. Applicants must have
a valid NJ Class B Driver’s license
with air brake endorsement.
Knowledge of public works
infrastructure maintenance
including the operation of
equipment and mechanical
abilities including welding/
fabrication a plus. Interested
applicants should send resumes
to Eleanor McGovern, Borough
Administrator at 75 North Martine
Avenue; Fanwood, NJ 07023. The
Borough of Fanwood is an EOE.
Responses must be received by
October 10, 2019.

PT SEASONAL LABORER

The Borough of Fanwood is
accepting applications for a part
time seasonal Laborer position in
the Borough’s Public Works
Department for the 2019 Leaf
Pickup Program. Applicants must
have a valid NJ Driver’s license.
Knowledge of public works
operations a plus. Interested
applicants should contact
Eleanor McGovern, Borough
Administrator at 75 North Martine
Avenue; Fanwood, NJ 07023. The
Borough of Fanwood is an EOE.
Responses must be received by
October 10, 2019.

EDISON ESTATE SALE

137 Safran Avenue
Sat. 10/5 - Sun. 10/6

10am-3pm
Dining Tables, China Cabinets &
Curios, China, Glass, Figurines,
Art, Rugs, Grandfather Clocks,
Victrola, Records, Piano, Kitchen,
Beds, Dressers, Linens, Sewing
Machines, Costume Jewelry, Wood-
working Tools, Freezer & More!
For Pics DovetailsUSA.com

Experience & Excellent Work.
Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices. Free Estimates,
100% Guaranteed. References
Available. (908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES
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PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/26/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-817
amending (Resolution No. 2019-461)
AWARDED TO: Renaud &

DeAppolonio of Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: in the matter entitled

Susan Pearl & Cynthia Pisano v. UC, et
als,

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$5,000.00 for a sum not to exceed:
$45,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/26/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

 RESOLUTION NO: 2019-801
AWARDED TO: Sexual Assault Nurse

Examiners
SERVICES TO: to serve as indepen-

dent contractors as part of the Union County
Sexual Assault Response Team

PERIOD: October 1, 2019-September
30, 2020

COSTS: in the amount of $47,360.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/26/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-808
AWARDED TO: Suplee, Clooney and

Company, Westfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide the Union County

Workforce Development
PERIOD: July1, 2019-June 30, 2020

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$40,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/26/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-779
amending (Resolution No. 2018-1088)

AWARDED TO: Dr. Eshban Muthuka,
APN, Somerset, New Jersey

SERVICES TO: to provide professional
Psychiatric Services to the patients of the
Cornerstone Behavioral Health Hospital

PERIOD: January 1, 2019- December
31, 2019

COSTS: for an additional amount of
$29,061.44 for a new contract total not to
exceed: $141,256.64.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/26/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019–777
AWARDED TO: Dr. Meenu Gogia

Bhalla, MD.
SERVICES TO: for part-time Medical

Director serviced to the patients of Corner-
stone Behavioral Health Hospital

PERIOD: October 1, 2019-December
31, 2019

COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-
ceed: $28,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/26/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-775
amending (Resolution No. 2019-663)
AWARDED TO: Mutual of America,

Parsippany, New Jersey
SERVICES: to continue the provision of

Group Life Insurance with Group Acciden-
tal Death and Dismemberment Plan for
employees not Covered under the Public
Employee Retirement System

PERIOD: October 1, 2019-December
31, 2019

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$3,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $25.50

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/26/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019- 774
(Resolution No. 2019-662)

AWARDED TO: Mutual of America,
Parsippany, New Jersey

SERVICES: to continue to implement an
employee benefits plan for the county
employees not covered under the Public
Employee Retirement System

PERIOD: October 1, 2019-December
31, 2019

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$15,806.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/26/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-789
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICES: to provide treatment pro-

grams to medically indigent, low-income
Union County families

PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2020

COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-
ceed $983,552

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/26/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-780
amending (Resolution No. 2018-897)
AWARDED TO: W. Awais Sethi, MD,

Sethi Psychiatric Associates, LLC,
Milburn, New Jersey

SERVICES TO: to provide professional
Psychiatric Services to the patients of Cor-
nerstone Behavioral Health Hospital

PERIOD: through December 31, 2019
COSTS: to reflect an increase in the

amount of $82,800 for a new contract total
not to exceed: $374,462.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $23.97

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SUICIDE PREVENTION MONTH...The month of September was proclaimed
National Suicide Prevention month at last week’s Westfield Town Council
meeting. Members of the Youth and Family Mental Health Commission and the
Youth Advisory Commission received the proclamation from Mayor Shelley
Brindle. Pictured, rear row, from left, are: Mayor Brindle, Councilwoman Linda
Habgood, Ellen Devin (partially concealed), Ronald Holmes; front row, left to
right, are: Brianna Vaca, Ashleigh Bahadur, Maddie Bryantt, Liz Jeffery Janet
Sarkos and Lauren Sagal. The commissions goals are to coordinate and align
efforts amongst the various organizations that provide mental health services,
create awareness for existing community resources, break the stigma that exists
around mental health, identify best practices for support and crisis prevention
measures and make recommendations.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SUMMARY OR SYNOPSIS OF AUDIT REPORT FOR PUBLICATION

SUMMARY OR SYNOPSIS OF 2018 AUDIT REPORT OF
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD AS REQUIRED BY N.J.S. 40A:5-7

COMBINED COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEETS - REGULATORY BASIS

DECEMBER DECEMBER
 ASSETS 31, 2018 31, 2017

Cash and Investments $5,067,619.89 $6,587,766.47
Taxes, Assessments, Liens
and Utility Charges Receivable 263,677.14 175,002.00
Property Acquired for Taxes - Assessed Value 12,279.00 12,279.00
Accounts Receivable 2,387,563.24 2,206,899.77
Deferred Charges to Future

to Revenue of Future Years 305,000.00 60,000.00
Deferred Charges to Future Taxation

-General Capital 16,633,630.20 16,909,441.52
General Fixed Assets 10,374,062.13 10,358,560.94

TOTAL ASSETS $35,043,831.60 $36,309,949.70

LIABILITIES, RESERVES AND FUND BALANCE

Bonds, Notes and Loans Payable $15,299,195.41 $14,130,756.73
Improvement Authorizations 3,611,448.33 4,524,139.68
Other Liabilities and Special Funds 3,204,571.77 4,649,438.17
Reserve for Certain Assets Receivable 414,691.10 313,325.86
Fund Balances 2,139,862.86 2,333,728.32
Investment in General Fixed Assets 10,374,062.13 10,358,560.94

TOTAL LIABILITIES, RESERVES
AND FUND BALANCE $35,043,831.60 $36,309,949.70

COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS OF OPERATIONS AND CHANGE
IN FUND BALANCE - CURRENT FUND-REGULATORY BASIS

YEAR 2018 YEAR 2017
REVENUE AND OTHER INCOME REALIZED

Fund Balance Utilized $ 1,093,000.00 $ 750,000.00
Miscellaneous - From Other Than Local

Property Tax Levies 2,518,842.93 3,451,931.51
Collection of Delinquent Taxes 157,883.74 106,002.02
Collection of Current Tax Levy 33,227,578.65 32,532,901.65

Total Income $ 36,997,305.32 $ 36,840,835.18

EXPENDITURES
Budget Expenditures $ 9,904,344.52 $ 9,937,777.38
County Taxes 6,543,573.17 6,351,901.90
Regional High School Taxes 20,002,695.00 19,412,591.00
Municipal Open Space Taxes 22,993.19 12,019.55
Miscellaneous 21,438.96 30,544.47

Total Expenditures $ 36,495,044.84 $ 35,744,834.30

Excess  in Revenue $ 502,260.48 $ 1,096,000.88
Adjustment to Income Before Fund Balance:
Expenditures Included above Which are by Statute
Deferred Charges to Budgets of Succeeding Years 260,000.00

Statutory Excess to Fund Balance $ 762,260.48 $ 1,096,000.88

Fund Balance
Balance, January 1 1,513,191.52 1,167,190.64

$ 2,275,452.00 $ 2,263,191.52

Decreased by:
Utilized as Anticipated Revenue 1,093,000.00 750,000.00

Balance, December 31 $ 1,182,452.00 $ 1,513,191.52

RECOMMENDATIONS

*That funds be encumbered prior to ordering of goods and services and all vouchers
contain the required support documentation and approvals prior to their payments.

*That the Current Fund and General Capital Fund Ledgers be accurately maintained.
*Prior Year Recommendations

A Corrective Action Plan, which outlines actions the Borough of Fanwood will take to
correct the findings listed above, will be prepared in accordance with federal and state
requirements. A copy of it will be placed on file and made available for public inspection
in the Office of the Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Fanwood.

The above summary or synopsis was prepared from the report of audit of the Borough
of Fanwood, County of Union, for the calendar year 2018. This report of audit, submitted
by Suplee, Clooney & Company, Registered Municipal Accountants and Certified Public
Accountants, is on file at the Borough Clerk’s office and may be inspected by any
interested persons.

Eleanor McGovern, Clerk
1 T - 10/03/19, The Times Fee: $131.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
October 16, 2019, in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the follow-
ing appeals for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance
relief from requirements of the Westfield
Land Use Ordinance.

Charles & Jamie Parks, 411 Everson
Place. Applicants are seeking approval to
construct a two-story addition and covered
porch contrary to Section 11.08E14 and
12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a one car garage. Pro-
posed is no garage. Ordinance requires a
front yard setback of 35.7 feet. Proposed is
35 feet.

Joe & Chrissy Chen, 509 Boulevard
Unit A. Applicants are seeking approval to
retain a shed contrary to Section 13.01G1a
and 13.02B2 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum side yard
setback for a shed of 5 feet. Proposed is a
setback of 1.68 feet. Ordinance allows a
maximum shed size of 150 square feet.
Proposed is 159 square feet.

17-33 Elm Street, LLC., 17-33 Elm
Street. Applicant is seeking amended pre-
liminary and final major site plan approval
to amend condition #5 of the resolution to
allow for a change to the façade of the
building from what was previously ap-
proved by the Board.

Neil Wolitzer, 13 Breeze Knoll Drive.
Applicant is seeking approval to finish an
existing basement contrary Section
12.04E1 and 11.04E8 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum
floor area ratio of 25%. Proposed is 31.6%.
Ordinance allows a maximum building
height of 2 1/2 stories. Proposed is a build-
ing height of 3 stories.

Ariel & Matthew Amster, 114 North
Scotch Plains Avenue. Applicants are
seeking approval to construct a deck con-
trary Section 12.04F2 and 12.04G of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a
maximum building coverage with a deck of
22%. Proposed is 23.1%. Ordinance al-
lows a maximum all improvement cover-
age of 50%. Proposed 50.9%.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Board Secretary

1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $56.10

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
Wednesday, October 30, 2019 in the
Council Chambers at the Municipal Build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear and consider
the following appeal for variance relief
from the requirements of Westfield Land
Use Ordinance.

C.F.G.R., LLC (the “Applicant”) located
at 912 Bailey Court, Westfield, New Jersey
seeks permission to change the use of the
commercial office building currently exist-
ing on the property located at 214 Grove
Street, Westfield, New Jersey (also known
as Block 4803, Lot 2 on the Tax Maps for
the Town of Westfield) to residential apart-
ments. The Applicant also seeks permis-
sion to construct a two floor addition to
each side of the front of the building for
apartment use. The property is located in
the O-1 Office District zone; mixed use
buildings are permitted provided that resi-
dential use does not exceed one-half of
the habitable floor space and is not located
on the first floor of the building.

The Application requires use variance
relief pertinent to the following requirements
of the Westfield Land Use Ordinance:

1. Section 11.22A.3 permits residential
uses on the second and third floor of mixed
use buildings; Applicant seeks permission
to have a residential apartment use on the
first and second floor of the building.

2. Section 11.22G2 permits residential
uses on the second and third floor pro-
vided that the residential uses do not ex-
ceed one-half of the total habitable floor
area of the building; Applicant seeks per-
mission to use more than one-half of the
total habitable floor area of the building for
residential  apartment dwelling units.

The Application requires bulk variance
relief pertinent to the following require-
ments of the Westfield Land Use Ordi-
nance:

1.  Section 11.22E8 permits a maximum
building height of two habitable floors and
not more than 30 feet in height; Applicant
seeks permission to continue with the pres-
ently existing building height of 39 feet, 6

inches. The proposed additions would be
30 feet in height.

2. Section 11.22E10 permits a maxi-
mum of all improvement coverage of 50
percent of the total lot size; all improve-
ments currently cover 60.5 percent  of the
lot size; Applicant seeks permission to
have  64.4 percent coverage of the lot size.

3. Section 11.2E5 permits a building
with a front set back of 40 feet; the current
building set back is 34.1 feet; Applicant
seeks permission for a building set back of
19.5 feet.

4. Section 17.02B2 requires 104 parking
spots for a commercial building use; 30.1
parking spaces are required for use as
residential apartments; the building has 38
parking spots available for use.

5. Section 17.03C5c requires parking
aisles to be 24 feet wide; Applicant seeks
permission to have parking aisles that are
21.5 feet wide.

6. Section 17.03B4 prohibits parking in
the side yards of the property; Applicant
seeks permission to have parking spaces
in the side yards.

7. Section 11.22E.4 requires a lot depth
of 150 feet.  Applicant seeks permission to
continue with the existing lot depth of 149.82
feet.

The Applicant also seeks approval of
any and all other variance relief from the
Westfield Zoning Ordinances not indicated
above that may be determined necessary
during the course of the public hearings. If
the matter is not concluded on that date,
additional public hearing dates may be
ordered and scheduled. This notice is sent
to you on behalf of the Applicant by order
of the Board.

Any interested party may appear at the
hearing, either in person, or by their attor-
ney, and be given an opportunity to be
heard with respect to this application.

Documentation of the above is on file in
the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Lindabury, McCormick,
Estabrook & Cooper

53 Cardinal Drive, P.O. Box 2369
Westfield, New Jersey 07091

Tel. (908) 233-6800
Attorneys for Applicant

1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $91.80

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CANCELLATION NOTICE

“INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY CON-
SULTANT SERVICES REQUEST FOR
PROPOSAL” due on or before Tuesday,
October 15, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. prevail-
ing time.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Request for Proposal requested for the
above project is hereby rescinded and
cancelled due to specification revision.

A revised Request for Proposal will be
issued.

Alexander Mirabella
Township Manager

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

1 T - 10/03/19, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

COUNTY OF UNION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Notice is hereby given that sealed bid
proposals for the provision of “Cleaning
Services for the Pool/Community Cen-
ter” in the Township of Cranford will be
received by the Township Clerk on
Wednesday, October 16th in Room 108
at the Township of Cranford Municipal
Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
New Jersey, at 11:00 a.m. prevailing time.

Specifications and bid proposal forms
may be obtained in the Office of the Town-
ship Clerk, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
New Jersey, between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Fri-
day.

All bid proposals shall be submitted in an
opaque sealed envelope clearly marked
“Cleaning Services for the Pool/Com-
munity Center” with the bidder’s name,
address and telephone number.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27.

The Township of Cranford reserves the
right to reject any or all bid proposals or
any part thereof, as in its judgment may be
deemed to be in the best interest of the
Township of Cranford. The Township of
Cranford also reserves the right to waive
any minor irregularity or technicality.

By order of the Township Committee

Patrick Giblin, Mayor
Jamie Cryan, Township Administrator

Patricia Donahue,
Township Clerk

1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $34.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 23rd of Sep-
tember the Zoning Board of the Township
of Cranford, in the County of Union took the
following actions:

The November 4th Zoning Board
meeting has been CANCELLED.

Robert Bovasso,
Secretary

1 T - 10/03/19, The Leader Fee: $11.22

WESTFIELD
Sunday, September 22, Richard

Ferreira, 31, of Westfield was arrested
on a no-bail warrant from the Union
County Sheriff’s Office and also was
charged with possession of prescrip-
tion legend pills (Alprazolam-Xanax)
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop on
Mountain Avenue near Walnut Street.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and turned over
to the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, September 17, Juan C.

Gonzalez, 25, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an active warrant out of
Plainfield during a motor vehicle stop.
He was transported to police head-
quarters and processed.

Wednesday, September 18, Tyrone
L. Morton, 42, of Somerset was ar-
rested during a motor vehicle stop
and charged with driving under the
influence. Also arrested during the
stop was Leon L. Sterling, 49, of
Elizabeth on an active warrant out of
Dauphin County, Pa. Both were trans-
ported to police headquarters and
processed.

Wednesday, September 18, a resi-
dent of Tussel Lane reported the theft
of packages from her front steps. The
matter is under investigation.

Wednesday, September 18, a resi-
dent of Swans Mill Lane reported an
incident of criminal mischief. The
resident stated that someone spray
painted their patio furniture in the
rear yard.

Thursday, September 19, Deborah
Rios, 59, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an active warrant out of
Newark during a motor vehicle stop.
Rios was transported to police head-
quarters and processed.

Friday, September 20, a resident of

Woodland Terrace reported fraudu-
lent activity on one of their credit
card accounts. The matter is under
investigation.

Monday, September 23, Cort B.
Wendell, 24, of Newark was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana and on an active warrant out of
Springfield during a motor vehicle
stop. Wendell was transported to po-
lice headquarters and processed.

CRANFORD
Friday, September 20, Almalik

Walker, 29, of East Orange was ar-
rested and charged with hindering
apprehension and disorderly conduct.
Walker was a passenger in a 2008
Jeep that was stopped by police at
Cleary Avenue and McClellan Street
for a seatbelt violation. Walker was
arrested for disorderly conduct and
hindering apprehension after police
discovered he had an active arrest
warrant out of Newark. He was pro-
cessed and provided with a municipal
court appearance date. In addition,
the driver was issued motor vehicle
summonses for suspended driver and
tinted windows.

Friday, September 20, Gregg Gor-
don, 56, of Rahway was arrested and
charged with being under the influence
and driving while intoxicated (DWI).
Police arrested Gordon after respond-
ing to a traffic accident on the 1000
block of Raritan Road. Gordon also
was issued motor vehicle summonses
for careless driving, delaying traffic
and failure to possess an insurance card.

Saturday, September 21, Tyree
Dicks, 29, of Middlesex was arrested
and charged with DWI following a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
East and High Street for unclear plates.
Dicks, the driver, was processed and
provided with a municipal court ap-
pearance date. In addition, he was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
refusal to submit to the taking of
breath samples, an unsafe lane change
and unclear plates.

Monday, September 23, Liliana
Diaz-Cavanagh, 49, of Garwood was
arrested and charged with possession
of a controlled dangerous substance,

possession of drug paraphernalia and
DWI. Police stopped the 2003 Ford
Diaz-Cavanagh was operating on
South Avenue East when police say
they observed her using a cellular
device. Diaz-Cavanagh was arrested
for suspected heroin found on her and
for DWI. She was processed and pro-
vided with a state Superior Court
appearance date.

Monday, September 23, Rodney Wil-
son, 31, of Harriman, Tenn., was ar-
rested and charged with possession of
prescription legend drugs and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia after police
stopped the 2008 Ford he was driving
at South Avenue East and Washington
Place for a brake light out. Wilson was
arrested for suspected Buprenorphine-
Hydrochloride found in his possession.
He was processed and provided with a
municipal court appearance date. In
addition, he was issued motor vehicle
summonses for maintenance of lamps,
suspended driving and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle.

Monday, September 23, Oluseyi
Lawal, 30, Newark was arrested and
charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia after
police stopped the 2002 Buick he was
driving at North Avenue East and the
Garden State Parkway 137 Exchange
for tinted windows. Lawal was ar-
rested for possession of suspected
marijuana found on him. He was pro-
cessed and provided with a municipal
court appearance date. In addition,
Lawal was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for tinted windows, no insur-
ance, failure to make repairs and pos-
session of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.

GARWOOD
Saturday, September 21, Marcus

B. Atkinson, 32, of Garwood, was
arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated after police re-
sponded to the 300 block of Second
Avenue for a report of a suspicious
white male, which the caller believed

to be intoxicated, occupying a Blue
Dodge four-door vehicle. Upon ar-
rival the officers observed a vehicle
matching the description attempting
to leave the scene, according to po-
lice. The officers initiated a motor-
vehicle stop and during the subse-
quent investigation arrested Atkins
for DWI. Atkins was transported to
police headquarters where he sub-
mitted samples of his breath for test-
ing. Police said Atkins BAC was 0.30
percent. He was issued several sum-
mons including DWI, careless driv-
ing, and operating a motor vehicle
with an open container. He was re-
leased pending his date in municipal
court.

Tuesday, September 24, Mariah F.
Lewis, 22, of Garwood, was arrested
on a warrant after the property man-
ager of 400 North Avenue reported a
vehicle belonging to a former tenant
had been observed parking on the
property without permission and be-
lieved the vehicle owner was sleep-
ing in the car. Police officers ob-
served the vehicle in the lot and ap-
proached finding it occupied by the
registered owner. Lewis was arrested
for multiple active warrants out of
Union Township totaling $3,250.
Lewis was transported to headquar-
ters where she posted bail and was
released pending a date in Union
Municipal Court. Lewis was given a
warning for trespassing with no fur-
ther complaints issued.

Thursday, October 26, Travis E.
Smith, 40, of Newark was arrested and
charged with possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS). Police
observed a white GMC van cross over
a double solid yellow line on the 200
block of North Avenue heading west
bound and initiated a motor-vehicle
stop. During the subsequent investiga-
tion the operator of the vehicle, Nareiek
Barnes, 53, was found to have an open
no-bail warrant for his arrest out of
Newark and his passenger, Smith, was
in possession of a marijuana cigarette,
police said. Both individuals were
placed under arrest and transported to
headquarters. Barnes was released to
the custody of Newark Police Depart-
ment on the outstanding warrant and
Smith was issued a complaint for pos-
session of CDS under 50 grams. Smith
was released pending his appearance
in Garwood Municipal Court.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

COUNTY OF UNION

TAKE NOTICE that the undersigned will expose for sale at Public Auction, in
accordance with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and locations specified below, the following
motor vehicles which came into the possession of the Scotch Plains Police Department
through abandonment or failure of owners to claim same.

All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose. Minimum bid for each
vehicle will be all towing and storage fees due to the towing agency.

Purchase must be made by cash or certified check.  A 10% deposit must be given at
time of auction.  Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.

The public auction shall be held on Monday Oct 7, 2019 in accordance with the laws
of the State of New Jersey pertaining thereto.

The following vehicles may be examined at Frank’s Towing 56 South Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey at 8:30 am. Public auction will commence at 8:45 am.

MAKE YEAR VIN NO. MINIMUM BID
VW 2006 3VWSG71K76M767215 $4,815.00

Bozena Lacina, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 10/03/19, The Times Fee: $38.76
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Musical Club of Westfield
To Hold Concert on Oct. 9

WESTFIELD — The public is in-
vited to attend a free concert given by
The Musical Club of Westfield on
Wednesday, October 9, at 7:45 p.m.
This is the first in a year-long series of
events sponsored by the Musical Club
and will be held at the First Baptist
Church of Westfield located at 170
Elm Street in Westfield.

The Musical Club of Westfield is a
non-profit organization whose mis-
sion is to foster and encourage good
music, provide performance oppor-
tunities for local musicians and sup-
port young musicians from Union
county with college scholarships. The
club also sponsors the Junior Musical
Club for students in grades 8 to 12
from the surrounding communities.

The concert will begin with Dr.
David Bower, organ, performing
Johann Sebastian Bach’s Fugue in b
minor, followed by Percy Whitlock’s
Plymouth Suite.

The concert will continue with

Bass-Baritone Glen Crane, accom-
panied by Mary Beth McFall, pianist.
They will perform a song cycle by
Gerald Finzi, Let Us Garlands Bring.
The texts of all the songs are taken
from the plays of Shakespeare.

Closing the evening’s program will
be Jenny Cline, flute, with Carlos
Cuestas, guitar. Mr. Cuestas is a guest
artist. The duo will perform City Vi-
gnettes, Op. 29B, by composer
George N. Gianopoulos. It’s three
movements are based on the poetry of
Sara Teasdale. This will be followed
by Malvaloca by Luis A. Calvo, ar-
ranged by Gary Schocker, and finally
Dos Postales Porteñas Máximo by
composer Diego Pujol.

There will be a reception with light
refreshments immediately after the
concert where audience members will
have the opportunity to meet the per-
formers. Additional information about
the club can be found by visiting
musicalclubofwestfield.org.

Artist Marie Burns to
Exhibit Mixed Media Art

KENILWORTH — “Outside the
Box” a collection of mixed media
work by artist Marie Burns will be
exhibited at Gallery-on-the-Boule-
vard in the Kenilworth Library begin-
ning in October and is on display
through December. The pieces are
comprised of Ms. Burns’ original
photographs and simple painted ex-
tensions onto the mat, which creates a
three-dimensional effect.

Ms. Burns studied with W. Carl
Burger at Kean University and has
had previous exhibits at J&J World

Headquarters, Reeves Reed
Aboretum, Donald B. Palmer Mu-
seum, and many other local galleries.
She is also on staff at Art-A-Fair,
Laguna Beach, Calif.

All artwork is available for pur-
chase by contacting the artist. The
exhibit is free and open to the public
during regular library hours. For more
information, call (908) 276-2451.

Any artists interested in exhibiting
their work in 2020, may contact Bar-
bara Wirkus, curator, at
dmbbw33@gmail.com.

Chapman, Pafumi of
Westfield to Perform Oct. 5
CRANFORD— Please join the

Friends of the Cranford Public Li-
brary for an afternoon with concert
pianist Gil Scott Chapman and so-
prano vocalist Mia Pafumi on Satur-
day, October 5, at 2 p.m. in the Cranford
Community Center. This free concert
is sponsored by the Friends of the

Cranford Public Library.
A classically trained jazz pianist,

Gil Scott Chapman holds a B.F.A. in
Jazz Studies and Master of Music
(improvisation) from the University
of Michigan. He has won and placed
in a number of classical piano compe-
titions, performed at Carnegie Hall,
the Kennedy Center and the Monterey
Jazz Festival, and performed along-
side many celebrated artists. He
helped to develop the Gershwin Ini-
tiative, a long-term partnership be-
tween the University of Michigan and
the Gershwin family, bringing the
music of George and Ira Gershwin to

scholars and audiences worldwide.
He resides in Westfield.

A graduate of Montclair State
University’s John J. Cali School of
Music, Mia Pafumi made her profes-
sional opera debut in the chorus of the
Sarasota Opera, and as a principal
artist at the Knoxville Opera. She
studied overseas at the Conservatorio
Giuseppe Verdi di Musica in Milan,
and her recent performance venues
include Lincoln Center and the
Alexander Kasser Theater in
Montclair. She is the third-place win-
ner of the Gerda Lissner Foundation’s
2015 International Vocal Competi-
tion and a second-time grant winner

of the Licia Albanese-Puccini
Foundation’s 2014 and 2015 Interna-
tional Vocal Competition, where she
performed in the Winner’s Concert at
Carnegie Hall.

Registration is not required for this
free concert. The Cranford Commu-
nity Center is located at 220 Walnut
Avenue, Cranford, and is accessible
to all.  or more information about the
Cranford Public Library and the
Friends of the Cranford Public Li-
brary, visit www.cranfordlibrary.org.

Gil Scott Chapman

Mia Pafumi

Chinese Virtuoso Jiapeng Nie
To Perform at NJFO

WESTFIELD — The New Jersey
Festival Orchestra (NJFO) season,
under the baton of David Wroe, opens
dramatically on Saturday, October 5,
in Westfield with Invitation to the
Waltz, presenting rousing waltzes and
dances in full symphonic splendor.

The orchestra will be joined by the
up-and-coming Chinese protégé
Jiapeng Nie as soloist for
Tchaikovsky’s cheerful and im-
mensely demanding cello showpiece
“Variations on a Rococo Theme,”
one of the composer’s most popular
works.

“We are thrilled and honored that
Jiapeng Nie has chosen to perform
‘Tchaikovsky’s
Variations’ with
us,” commented
Music Director
Wroe. “The cello
part is highly
virtuosic and de-
manding of the
soloist, becom-
ing increasingly
expansive and
technically bril-
liant as the varia-
tions progress. If
anyone can man-
age it, he can!”

Renowned for his unique artistry
and praised by the press for his “sweet
yet brilliant” tone quality and “light-
ning-like virtuosity,” Jiapeng Nie has
established himself as one of today’s
most exciting young cellists. Currently
on the cello faculty at the Xinghai
Conservatory of Music in Guangzhou,
Mr. Nie has appeared as soloist with
many major orchestras in the world,
including the Shanghai Symphony
Orchestra, Shenzhen Symphony Or-
chestra, Hamburg Symphony Orches-
tra, Nürnberg Symphony Orchestra,
Slovenian Philharmonic, and Taiwan
Symphony Orchestra.

The concert opens with the re-
nowned and uplifting “Emperor
Waltz”. If any Strauss waltz can be
said to hold the honor of second place
in popularity to “The Blue Danube,”
it is probably this one. Light hearted

and elegant, “Emperor Waltz” is re-
ally a string of waltzes reflecting
happy, carefree times.

Also on the agenda, is the lilting
Viennese waltzes from Richard
Strauss’ Der Rosenkavalier, surely
some of the most memorable music to
emerge from the opera house in the
20th century.

Continued Mr. Wroe, “Come see
how these master composers, and
special guest Jiapeng Nie, handle the
three-beat phenomenon! The exuber-
ant music and virtuoso performances
are simply spellbinding! We hope that
you will join us for this glittering and
enchanting celebration to kick off our

2019-2020 sea-
son.”

The concert
takes place on
Saturday, Octo-
ber 5, at 7 p.m. at
the First United
M e t h o d i s t
C h u r c h ,
Westfield, with a
pre-concert lec-
ture by NJFO
assistant con-
ductor Brent
Chancellor at 6
p.m. Mr.

Chancellor’s lecture is complimen-
tary for all ticket holders and is an
engaging way to learn about the mu-
sic and music makers on offer.

“Invitation to the Waltz” will be
repeated the next day (Sunday, Octo-
ber 6) at Drew University in Madison
at 3 p.m.

Tickets ($30-$76, students under
age 18, $15) are available online at on
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tickets
may also be purchased by calling the
box office at (908) 232-9400.

Jiapeng Nie

Downton Abbey
King of the Soap Operas

2 & ½ popcorns

P O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R N

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

Director Michael Engler’s
Downton Abbey, a feature film con-
tinuation of the TV series that eluded
me in its entirety during its very suc-
cessful run, is full up with the stuff of
royalty. I shouldn’t laugh at the silli-
ness of the outmoded form of govern-
ment, which is truly my first inclina-
tion, big democrat that I am. But I’m
reminded that I’m still counting on
being invited to the coronation ball
and hanging out a bit with the newly
invested King Charles, should he yet
ascend to the throne.

Okay, okay, I still haven’t written
the letter. I’ve been putting it off for
several decades, but still plan to get to
it. It would explain that we are about
the same age, and that I first became
familiar with his family through the
presence of an ashtray commemorat-
ing his young mom’s investiture that
had decorated our coffee table even
before Blackie, our cocker spaniel,
unexplainably disappeared after only
a one day reign. But one digression at
a time, if you will.

In any case, I would conclude in my
request that our contemporaneity fully
suggested to me that I, emanating
from far humbler roots, unless you go
all the way back to King Solomon,
was the perfect pauper to his prince.
And if he had time between the pomp
and the circumstance of the festivi-
ties, perhaps we might compare the
notes of our lives. Maybe he’d even
let me have a nice tweed sports jacket
as a souvenir of the occasion: “Here,
take this to America with you. Wear it
in good health, Mike.”

These meanderings aside, in the
audience I was a stranger in a strange
land and, in such situations, feel my-
self to be an Alexis de Tocqueville, an
objective observer unhindered by prior
notions or passions. I knew not one
character or their familiar trait….didn’t
know a Talbot from a Crawley, though
Maggie Smith’s role as the Dowager
Countess Violet Crawley, snobbish,
curmudgeonly keeper of the flame at
the old homestead, quickly put me
straight. In an award-worthy carica-
ture so over the top that it perfectly
nails down the obsession to social
place and station, you could set Big
Ben by her loveable arrogance.

She is the rock solid if albeit craggy
keystone to the story, her particular
concern about the direction of her
inheritance actually just one of at
least a dozen subplots that slot in and
out of the script as the good folks at
Downton prep for a suddenly sched-

uled stop by the King and Queen. It is
a soap opera on steroids, here pol-
ished to a buff equaling the shine of
the Grantham silverware which, by
the way, becomes a minor issue.

This, of course, will include love
affairs and/or troubled marriages on
four levels, all begging for resolution
before the closing credits roll, lest we
leave the theater crestfallen. There’s
Princess Mary, whose hubby is the
aloof sort you wish had other obliga-
tions; there’s the next tier down of
aristocrats at Downton in need of
Cupid’s counsel; and then there are
the romantic liaisons of the oh so
devoted help, both the upstairs and
downstairs varieties, that’ll need sort-
ing if things are to remain copacetic at
Grantham.

Now, if soaps aren’t really your
thing, but you’ve found yourself in
the obligatory tow of a significant
other who is indeed a devout fan,
there is some consolation in the
movie’s historically astute and color-
ful depiction of the era. Highlighted
is the Downton microcosm of The
Troubles, as the Irish call it, which
leads to a bit of derring-do mixed into
a sociopolitical mulling of the strife.
But the respite is short. For the run-
way must be cleared for the soap
opera within the soap opera, the Big
Secret that’s at the heart of the
squabble between our favorite dowa-
ger and Imelda Staunton’s Maud
Bagshaw, the Queen’s lady-in-wait-
ing.

While the latter is claiming inser-
tion into the Grantham lineage for, of
all curiosities, her maid, and
downplays the accompanying cash
benefit to the title, I’m reminded of
my rich sister’s take on such disputes:
“It’s always about the
money…especially if they say it’s not
about the money.”

That noted, to the devotee there is
a private joke to be enjoyed, and the
heck with cynics like me. There is no
discounting the enthusiastic laugh-
ing, oohing and ahhing engendered in
audience members as obviously loyal
to the franchise as the characters with
whom they are enamored are loyal to
the lord and lady of the manor. And
truth be told, any smugness I might
imply by repeating ad nauseam that
Downton Abbey is a glorified soap
opera, is nullified by my abject fail-
ure to guess the maid’s true identity.

Downton Abbey, rated PG, is a Focus
Features release directed by Michael
Engler and stars Maggie Smith, Michelle
Dockery and Hugh Bonneville. Run-
ning time: 122 minutes.

The Late Christopher Bean
Opens at WCP on Oct. 12

WESTFIELD —Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP) begins its
2019-2020 season with the comedy,
The Late Christopher Bean, written
by Sidney Howard and directed by
Jeanne Johnston and produced by
JoAnne Lemenille.

The Late Christopher Bean runs at
Westfield Community Players October
12, 19, 25, 26, 2019 at 8 p.m.; October
20, at 2 p.m. Following the opening
night performance on Saturday, Octo-
ber 12, at 8 p.m. a reception will follow.

The Late Christopher Bean is by
the acclaimed author of They Know
What They Wanted and The Silver
Cord. This play opens some years
after the death of acclaimed artist
Christopher Bean with an excited
world in pursuit of his work and any
details they can gather about his life
and character. Yankee practicality
collides with New York’s sophisti-
cated art world in this sly comedy.
Both a biting satire on the destructive

power of greed and a touching view
of a family in turmoil, this feisty com-
edy will have the audience cheering
for the most unlikely heroines. Dr.
Haggett and his family of patrician
New Englanders own some of Bean’s
canvases and become avaricious when
informed of their market value.

WCP is producing The Late Chris-
topher Bean to celebrate WCP’s 85th
Anniversary, as it was the first pro-
duction of WCP.

In the cast are John Correll as Dr.
Haggett, Kristin Gellner Keiser as
Susan Haggett, Tracey Lincoln as
Abby, Kathy Quinn Vaccari as Mrs.
Haggett, Sarah-Elisabeth Stein as Ada
Haggett, Robert Podolak as Warren
Creamer, John Schweska as Tallant,
Russell Ortiz as Rosen and Timothy
McGovern as Davenport.

Tickets are $22 adults; $10 for ac-
tive military and students. Tickets are
available online at:
www.westfieldcommunityplayers.org.

Scotch Plains Day Is
October 6

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will host its
annual Scotch Plains Day Fall Family
Festival on Sunday, October 6, from
noon to 5 p.m. in the downtown dis-
trict on Park Avenue. Scotch Plains
Day is an event that is fun for all ages
from kids to adults.

The event will feature food trucks,
family entertainment, interactive
inflatables, local community organi-
zations, an electric vehicle show, and
more.

The main stage will feature perfor-
mances from Songs for Seeds, Wolf
Creek, and Brother John Brown. And
of course, the Florence Ravioli Eating
Contest, which will begin at 2:30 p.m.
and the winner will receive a prize.

Hocus Pocus to Screen
in Village Green

SCOTCH PLAINS — Kick off
Scotch Plains Weekend with Family
Movie Night on the Village Green on
Friday, October 4, featuring a special
screening of Hocus Pocus (PG) at
7:30 p.m. The event will be preceded
by pumpkin decorating at 6:30 p.m.
For more information, please contact
the Recreation Department at (908)
322-6700, ext. 223.

Historic Haunts of Central
Jersey Program Is Oct. 5

Free Performance of
The Colored Museum
RAHWAY – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders invites
the public to attend a free performance
of the renowned play, The Colored
Museum, at the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center (UCPAC) on Fri-
day, October 18, at 8 p.m.

This special event is part of a na-
tionwide effort to commemorate the
400th year anniversary since the first
Africans were forcefully brought to
the United States as slaves.Historians
date the era of institutionalized sla-
very in the United States from Sep-
tember 1619, when a ship bearing 20
enslaved people from West Africa
arrived in Virginia.

The Colored Museum was written
in 1986 by George C. Wolfe. It pro-
vides a window into the struggles and
resilience of African Americans
through 11 vignettes, each focusing
on a different “exhibit” bringing forth
themes of racism, stereotypes, and
African American cultural identity,
enabling the audience to reexamine
the history of African Americans.

A limited amount of tickets remains
for this free performance. To reserve
free seats, visit www.ucpac.org.

PLAINFIELD -- The Historical
Society of Plainfield will host Gor-
don Thomas Ward, and his program
entitled “Historic Haunts of Central
Jersey” on Saturday, October 5, at 3
p.m. at the Drake House Museum,
located at 602 West Front Street.
Gordon Thomas Ward is an author,
singer, songwriter, and has 40+ years
of experience in the field of paranor-
mal investigation.

“Historic Haunts of Central Jer-
sey” is based upon Mr. Ward’s book
“Ghosts of Central Jersey.” It will be
a presentation that mixes photographs
of investigation sites, documented
tales and live music.

Mr. Ward said, “What ghosts roam
within historic sites and buildings of
central New Jersey? How accurate are
the traditional stories?” From the shad-
owed woods of the Somerset Hills to
the dappled banks of the Delaware
River, Historic Haunts delivers a mix
of factual history and the sound inves-
tigation of ghostly phenomena.

“I look forward to hearing Gordon
Thomas Ward’s stories. Many people
who come to the Drake House ask the
tour guides if the House is haunted.
Come and hear some Drake House
stories, too,” said Nancy Piwowar,
president of the Historical Society of
Plainfield.

This history program is made pos-
sible in part by a 2019 HEART (His-
tory, Education, Arts Reaching Thou-
sands) Grant from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and the
Historical Society of Plainfield/Drake

House Museum members.
Seating is limited and is on a first-

come first-serve basis. Light refresh-
ments will be served. Members: free
and non-members: donations are al-
ways appreciated

Haunt Your House
Contest Registration

Closes Oct. 4
WESTFIELD – Registration is to

close on Friday, October 4, for the
Haunt Your House contest.

The contest is open to all Westfield
residents and encourages everyone to
get in the spirit of the Halloween
season to help kick off AddamsFest.

The official judging period for all
participants will run from October 10
through October 26.

Prizes will be awarded on October
27 as follows: first place: $150 Farm-
house Gift Card, second place: $100
Mimi & Hill Gift Card, third place:
$50 French Martini Gift Card.

Official rules, additional details and
registration information can be found
at www.addamsfest.com/haunt-your-
house.

Russian Folk Ensemble to
Perform in Cranford

CRANFORD — The Barynya
Balalaika Duo is part of Ensemble
Barynya, one of the finest Russian
folk ensembles outside of Russia.
On Tuesday, October 8, at 7 p.m.,

join Mikhail Smirnov and Elina
Karokhina for “From Russia with
Love:” a concert at the Cranford
Community Center, 220 Walnut Av-
enue, sponsored by the Friends of
the Cranford Public Library. Their
dual balalaika performance will in-
clude Russian, Cossack, Ukrainian,
Russian Gypsy and Russian Jewish
traditional music, songs, and dances.

In January 2009, Mikhail and En-
semble Barynya dancers were fea-
tured on NBC’s “Superstars of
Dance,” an international dance com-
petition led by executive producers
Nigel Lythgoe and Simon Fuller
(“American Idol,” “So You Think
You Can Dance”). Mikhail Smirnov
was one of eight judges who deter-
mined the winning nation.

The Barynya Balalaika Duo

Photo submissions of
Westfield are being

accepted for
This Is Westfield.

Send all hi-res submissions
for consideration to
ae@goleader.com.
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Photo courtesy of CDC Theatre
CHECKMATE…Chess opened at the CDC Theatre in Cranford this past Friday, and will run through October 12. The
complex rock opera, directed by Edgar Hildago, with lyrics by Tim Rice and music by Benny Andersson and Björn Ulvaeus
of ABBA fame, stars Jenna Ravenda as Florence Vassy, Sean Eugene Lough as Anatoly Sergievsky, Shane Long as Frederick
Trumper. The show has a full dance and vocal ensemble with a 14-piece orchestra.

Pumpkin Patch Is Part of Frazee
House Harvest Festival 2019

SCOTCH PLAINS — The historic
Frazee farmstead will host October
festivities on its site and participate in
Union County-wide events marking
the area’s deep Colonial history. All
October events, besides providing
engagement to county residents and
lovers of history, will benefit the “Save
the Frazee House” project, an effort
to complete the renovation of the
historic house.

The Fourth Annual Harvest Festival
will be held—rain or shine—at the
Frazee House site, 1451 Raritan Road
in Scotch Plains, on Saturday, October
19, from noon to 4:30 p.m. There will
be many family friendly activities: live
music, pony rides, a petting zoo, food
trucks, face painting, pumpkin tossing
and bowling, a haunted trail, and a
costume contest, plus new for this
year: bouncy house, water game and
more games for all ages.

“We’ve made wonderful progress
with the Frazee renovation and are
excited for the public to see it,” said

Andy Calamaras, president of the Ro-
tary Frazee House committee. The
Harvest Festival is another chance for
the community to visit the site and see
for themselves.

“The Great Pumpkin Patch,” pump-
kins will be sold—all sizes—during
the Harvest Festival and every day,
from 11 a.m. to dusk at the Frazee
site. The sales are ongoing from Sat-
urday, October 5 through October 31.

Additionally, in October, overlap-
ping the date of the Harvest Festival,
will be the Frazee House participation
with Union County’s annual “Four
Centuries in a Weekend,” on October
19 and 20. The Union County Board
of Chose Freeholders sponsors coor-
dinated open houses that weekend at
more than 50 sites all over the county—
homes, museums, trails, cemeteries
and parks—of which the Frazee site is
one of the oldest. Representatives will
be at the Frazee site between noon and
5 p.m. on both days with brochures,
bookmarks, a video demonstration and

an external tour of the house. History
buffs can note that the Frazee House is
one of the stops on the Battle of Short
Hills Historic Trail, as well as being
renowned for the legendary confron-
tation between General Cornwallis and
Aunt Betty Frazee.

“October 2019 could be one of the
most significant milestones for Aunt
Betty Frazee since she stepped onto
her porch to defy the British on their
march past her house in 1777,” said
Mr. Calamaras. The committee, with
the support of the Township of Scotch
Plains, has spearheaded a 12-year
project to rescue the house’s struc-
ture to the American Revolutionary
period–and the external renovation is
nearly complete.

More information about the Save
the Frazee House project can be found
at crowdrise.com/
savethefrazeehouse. Also visit the
Facebook page for ongoing updates
regarding the October events at,
facebook.com/frazeehouse.

Things are Not Always Black and
White in Chess, the Musical

By ROMY MALIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The opportunity
to see a production of Chess, which is
showing at Cranford Dramatic Club
(CDC) Theatre, is a rarity that should
not be missed. Chess is an eccentric
1980s rock opera that bares resem-
blance musically to big shows of the
era, even though it was not such a big
hit at the time. The CDC production
features enthusiastic direction by
Edgar Hidalgo, who interestingly
chose to do the original British ver-
sion of the show, for which licensing
was only recently made available in
the U.S.

With book and lyrics written by Tim
Rice (Evita, Jesus Christ Superstar,
Lion King) and composers Benny
Andersson and Björn Ulvaeus
(ABBA), Chess has elements of Rice’s
previous shows and also some beauti-
ful tunes from the Swedish team. This
production of Chess is worth seeing if
only to hear the hit songs you probably
didn’t know were from the show. These
include “One Night in Bangkok,” and

the ballad hit “I Know Him So Well”
(recorded by the late Whitney Hous-
ton), as well as “Anthem” (later re-
corded by Josh Groban).

Chess was first released as an album
in 1984, and then staged as a show in
1986 at London’s Prince Edward The-
atre. The plot centers around two chess
grandmasters competing in the U.S.
vs. USSR chess championships. Chess
was a timely piece given the Cold War
relations of the 1980s, and it is perhaps
timely to produce the show now too in
our current geopolitical climate. There
is even a defector and a great deal of
political power play, all played out
through the game of chess. The plot is
enhanced by some intrigue and ro-
mance and explores dichotomy themes
of nationalism and identity.

CDC has produced the show in asso-
ciation with New Jersey City Univer-
sity, and features some of their students,
as well as community performers.

The opening scenes are filled with
strong visual symbolism and clean,
subtle but clever choreography
(Michael Kidney), which grows more

eccentric and over-the-top as the show
progresses. Flamboyant costumes add
to the show’s eccentricity. The “Streets
of Merano” opera number stood out
as a highlight. Another stand out was
the quirky and precise “Embassy’s
Lament”. The performance of “I
Know Him So Well” by Jenna
Ravenna, playing Florence Vassy, and
Cassandra Lindeblad, playing
Svetlana Sergievsky, was exception-
ally moving, with its haunting harmo-
nies. The ensemble dancers and cho-
rus represent the chess pieces, and
their intricate dance numbers sym-
bolize the “games” as they are played.

The sets and costumes help to create
some fantastic and impressive images.
The interesting set design and lighting
add to the 1980’s camp feel, while the
use of black and white chess symbols
enhances the many dichotomies that
thread throughout the piece. There are
some fantastic performances by Ms.
Ravenna, Sean Eugene Lough
(Anatoly Sergievsky), Shane Long
(Freddie), Mark Zebro, Jr. (Alexander
Molokov), Sean Lynch-Littlejohn (Ar-

FRAZEE HOUSE FESTIVAL...The Harvest Festival, with many family friendly activities, will be held at the Frazee House
site, 1451 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains, on Saturday, October 19, from noon to 4:30 p.m.

biter) and Ms. Lindeblad. The leads
have phenomenal voices and give
strong performances.

Go and see this rare production,
not often produced, before it closes in
Cranford. It’s an entertaining and

thought-provoking evening out. It is
also an opportunity for students and
musical theater buffs to see the show
in its entirety.

Chess is showing at CDC, located
at 78 Winans Avenue, Cranford,

through October 12, on Fridays and
Saturdays at 8 p.m., and a matinee on
Sunday, October 6, at 2 p.m.

To get tickets or find out more
information, visit
www.cdctheatre.org.

~Theatre Review of CDC’s Chess continued~
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CZARNECKI KEY RECEPTIONS, ROONEY WINNING GRAB, ALLIEGRO TD RUN, TD RECEPTION

Blue Devils Earn 21-17 Win Over WH Football Warriors
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Heroics were needed and the
heroics did come just in the nick
of time when the Westfield High
School football team, trailing 17-
14 with 1:41 remaining, an-
swered with a nine-play, 71-

yard scoring drive to sting the
previously unbeaten Watchung
Hills Warriors, 21-17, at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on
September 28.

On that drive, Blue Devil se-
nior quarterback Hank Shapiro
got two important gains from

senior running back Tim Alliegro
to go with two magnificent
catches from senior tight end
John Czarnecki and three from
senior split end Griffin Rooney,
which included the game-win-
ning three-yard reception with
11 seconds left in the game.

Shapiro completed 14 of 26
passes for 205 yards, which in-
cluded the three-yard touchdown
pass to Rooney and a 13-yard

shuffle pass touchdown to
Alliegro, who also rushed for 79
yards, including a three-yard
touchdown. Rooney had seven
receptions for 61 yards and
Czarnecki grabbed six for 88
yards. Senior running back Nick
Martini had one reception for 47
yards. Junior quarterback Mack
Prybylski completed a four-yard
pass.

The Blue Devil defense led by
senior linebacker Will Kessler
with seven tackles, defensive
lineman Colin Freer with four

tackles and Dan Shakal, Matt
Varano and Matt O’Connor with
three tackles each limited the 3-
1 Warriors to 73 yards rushing.
Warrior quarterback Chad Mar-
tini, who completed only one
pass for nine yards in the first
half, finished with nine comple-
tions for 135 yards, including a
29-yard touchdown strike to
Brian Hayward.

Watchung Hills got the first
big break of the game when
defensive back Alex Strehle

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader
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E

We

tipped a Westfield punt to give the War-
riors possession on the Blue Devils’ 30-
yard line. On the eighth play, running

back Kyle Sanders scooted in from the
six and Spencer Ostroff nailed the point

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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after to give the Warriors a 7-0 with 6:39
left in the first quarter.

In the second quarter, the 2-1 Blue
Devils got great field position when
Rooney returned a punt from the

Westfield 45 to the Warrior 41. Three
straight runs from Alliegro and a 10-
yard keeper by Shapiro put the ball on
the 22. On a third-and-five, Shapiro

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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connected with Czarnecki for 14 yards to
the three. Then with fine blocking, Alliegro
split through for the touchdown and
Prybylski hit the point after to knot the
score with 4:47 left in the half.

Westfield received the kickoff to open
the third quarter and when Shapiro fired
a long 47-yard bomb to Martini, the Blue
Devils were back in business with a first
down at the Warrior 22. After a one-yard
gain, Shapiro on a keeper galloped 21
yards for a touchdown but a holding call at
the three brought the ball back to the 13.
Three plays later a 30-yard field goal
attempt missed to the right.

The Warriors took a 10-7 lead after a
12-play, 73-yard drive resulted in a 20-
yard field goal by Ostroff with 8:26 left in
the fourth quarter. The Blue Devils an-
swered within four minutes thanks to a
pair of receptions by Rooney and a double
penalty (interference, conduct) that placed
the ball on the 13 where Shapiro shuffled
to Alliegro, who scooted to the end zone to
make the score 14-10.

After a booming lick that sailed out of
the end zone, the Warriors got the ball at
the 20 and Martini engineered a 10-play
drive, which included nine pass attempts
and ended with Hayward’s 29-yard recep-
tion in the middle of the end zone with
1:41 left in the game.

Westfield went into its two-minute drill
after receiving the kickoff and returning it
to the 29. Shapiro hit Rooney in the
center for 16 yards to the 45.

“We were talking about the position the
corner was playing on me and we knew
that route was going to be open and Hank
threw the ball. All I had to do was just
catch it and run with it,” Rooney de-
scribed.

Shapiro then fired to Czarnecki, who
pulled off an NFL style, toes-in grab good
for 15 yards and a first down.

“We were doing our two-minute drill
and I am just trying to do what I can to
help the team. I had a pretty bad drop last
week and so in my mind, I was saying
don’t drop the pass, just make a catch,
make a play on the ball and I was able to
do that today. I am really happy that we
were able to get the win because that
comes first,” Czarnecki explained.

“I was looking. I knew he was going to
make a play. I just had to put the ball in
a place where he can do something with
it. He made an awesome catch,” Shapiro
expressed.

Alliegro barreled nine yards and Rooney
had a short reception for another first
down at the 29. Alliegro bashed four
yards and a timeout was called with :40
on the clock.

another timeout with :23 remaining.
Then after another incomplete pass,

After an incomplete pass, Shapiro
connected with Czarnecki for 22 yards
at the Warrior three which prompted CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Shapiro fired successfully to Rooney in
the right corner of the end zone for the
touchdown with 11 sec-
onds on the clock.

“We practice the two-
minute drill every week,
so we know that if we’re
down and need a touch-
down in a minute, we have
the plays to do that. That
last play, we run that all
the time, that back shoul-
der fade. Henry threw a
perfect ball and all I had to
do was free my defender
and the rest was history,”
Rooney explained.

“He loves that play and
I am happy. Doing that was really fun
and being able to win the game on that
play was unbelievable,” Shapiro ex-
pressed.

“We just know that we have the ability
to succeed and do great things. We had
poise. We were able to march down the
field and make plays like that,” Czarnecki
said.

“You got to give it up for Czarnecki. He
really stepped up. We are counting on
him this year to make big plays and he
made a lot of big plays in a lot of key
situations. He’s a big reason why we won
today,” Rooney said.

“I have complete faith in John. He’s
going to make plays. He made a great

play on the sideline, a great
play to get us down deep
into their red zone. I am
really happy with the way
our offensive line played,
the way our receivers
handled the business out
there. We run the two-
minute drill every week and
try to hone it in so make
sure it’s 100 percent ready
to go,” Shapiro said.

That close call with the
Warriors could serve as a
wakeup call for the Blue
Devils.

“Watchung Hills is well coached. They
were 3-0 coming in. We knew it was going
to be a dog fight,” Shapiro commented.

“To me it was a confidence thing that
they held us to seven points but we had
to regroup and came in the second half
and did our thing,” Rooney said.

“Watchung Hills did a great job, definitely
one of the top teams that we are going to
face. But at the end of the day we need to
be consistent. We can’t have a good game
and a bad game, so we got to get on a
winning streak,” Czarnecki suggested.
Watchung Hills   7   0   0 10 17
Westfield   0   7   0 14 21

more photos on page 7

Support Local Journalism
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Kent Place Tops Westfield

For UCT Girls Tennis Title
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Social Media, Smartphones
Class for Parents

FANWOOD – On Thursday,
October 24, from 6:30 to 9 p.m.
at the La Grande Park Building in
Fanwood, a class for parents of
upper elementary, middle, and
high schoolers about their
children’s use of smartphones
and social media will be led by
Kim Bongiorno. The program is
offered through the Fanwood
Recreation programming.

The class is $20 and is open to
all. Registration is available online
at https://
f a n w o o d r e c r e a t i o n . o r g /
smartphone.htm.

This class is geared to help
parents better understand

smartphones, digital devices, and
social media as they relate to
their socially and mentally
developing children. It is taught
in relatable terms with clear
visuals and handouts.

Some of the topics include:
choosing/setting up a phone
customized for your child; how
to make phones less addictive;
phone/device use and kids’
health; monitoring and
management; choosing/setting
up social media/apps; using
phones and social media
responsibly; the positives of
social media; phone use family
agreements.

GARWOOD — The Education
Foundation of Garwood (EFG) is
excited to announce its fourth
annual Wine Tasting Fundraiser
at Rosie’s Wine Bar, which will
take place on Thursday, October
24, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Rosie’s
Wine Bar is located at 514 North
Avenue in Garwood. Tickets are
$30 each and can be purchased
in advance or at the door that
night. Ticket price includes a wide
variety of wines and appetizers.
For advanced tickets, visit the
Garwood Library or Lincoln School
or contact EFG President Candace
Kilmer at (908) 358-6963 or
cad11174@aol.com. Proceeds
will go to scholarships for eighth
graders and high school students,
as well as grants for educators.
To date, the EFG has given out
over $50,000 in the last 15 years.
Please follow us on Facebook
@Education Foundation of
Garwood for updates. We hope
to see you there!

CRANFORD — Cranford Area
Chamber of Commerce will be
hosting a networking event at
Pizzeria Bel Giardino, located at
103 Miln Street in Cranford on
Thursday, October 10, from 5:30
–to 7 p.m. The topic will be “How
Your Business can benefit from
LinkedIn” presented by Julbert
Abraham, who is widely know as
The LinkedIn Guy and is the
Chief Executive Officer and
Founder of AGM, a full service
LinkedIn Agency based in
Kearny. He is also host to a
Small Biz podcast.

Bring your business cards,
colleagues and associates to
learn how LinkedIn can help you
build your business.

Please respond by emailing
cranfordchamber@comcast.net
or calling (908) 272-6114. Cost
is $20 for Members. $25 for
Future or Non-Members. Pizza
and refreshments will be served.

EFG to Hold Fundraiser
with Wine Tasting

EDISON – The Wardlaw +
Hartridge Parents’ Association
will host its annual Fall Fair on
Saturday, October 12, from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. The event, which
will be held at the school at
1295 Inman Avenue in Edison,
is free and open to everyone!

This year’s event includes
carnival games, just like those
found on the boardwalk at the
Jersey Shore, as well as a
bounce house, rock climbing
wall and many student-run
events. A wonderful array of
vendors and boutiques will sell
a wide variety of items including
jewelry, clothing, toys and so
much more. A 50/50 Super
Raffle and Gift Basket Raffle will
run throughout the day with the
winners drawn at the end of the
event.

A wide range of food will be
available. The Booster Club will
host its popular luncheon
complete with hot dogs,
hamburgers, ribs, sausage,
chicken and pulled pork. The

Wardlaw + Hartridge Plans
Fall Fair for Oct. 12

school’s Oakwood Room will be
transformed into an Indoor Café
for a casual sit-down lunch.
Home-baked goods will be
offered at the Fall Fair Bakery
and the coffee station will be
complete with coffee, tea,
bagels and donuts.

The Wardlaw+Hartridge Rams
athletic teams will compete in
soccer, volleyball, cross country
and tennis matches throughout
the day. For more information,
please call (908) 754-1882 or
visit whschool.org/fallfair.

Cranford
Chamber to Hold
Networking Event
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Candidates Forum
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Leader will be sponsoring a
candidates debate among
candidates for Westfield Town
Council from 7:30 to 9 p.m. on
Monday, October 21. We invite
town residents to send questions
for the candidates to
editor@goleader.com.

Courtesy of Andres Huerta
LEARNING ABOUT GOVERNMENT...Cranford Boy Scout Troop 103
attended last Tuesday’s township committee meeting. The boys in
attendance represented Boy Scout Dens 1, 2, 19, and 20. By attending,
the boys were completing their government and community badges.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader / Times
RIDES AT FESTIFALL…Kids tried the bungy jumping contraption

that let them soar above the crowds at last Sunday’s Westfield
Festifall.
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Westfield Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony
WESTFIELD — The Westfield Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony took place on

Friday September 27, at Ferraro’s Restaurant. Inductees included Robert E.
Brewster (accepted by Brewster family), Saul Drittel, Charles H. Darsh, Rabbi
Charles A. Kroloff, the Farley Family, Betty List, Joan and George Melloan, and
Lawrence Foster (accepted by Foster family). Photos by Paul Lachenauer

Joan and George Melloan

The Farley Family

The Brewster Family

Charles H. Darsh,
presented by Nancy Priest
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Westfield Hall of Fame Inductees ~continued~
The Foster Family Saul Drittel, presented by Sherry Cronin

Betty List, presented by Sen. Tom Kean Jr. Rabbi Charles A Kroloff, presented by Rep. Tom Malinowski
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Wife Supports NiCastro For Garwood Council
When I met Joseph Nicastro III

eight years ago, one thing I
learned very quickly was the
effect he has on people.  His
warmth and friendliness draw
people to him.  Everywhere we
go, we find friends who call out to
him, and their excitement to see
him is evident.

Joe is passionate, intelligent,
funny, honest, kind and loyal.  He
wears his heart on his sleeve and
you can trust he will always do
what is right.   When Joe believes
in something, he is all-in and
pours his heart and soul into the
cause.  You can always count on
Joe to stand by his word – if he
says he will do something,
consider it done.

He is proud to be a Garwood
resident and wants to help
Garwood reach beyond its full
potential.  Joe has an open mind
and will always openly and
respectfully listen to your
concerns.  He cares for each
resident and does not
discriminate based on political
party or personal beliefs.  He is
not after money or power, he is a
genuine, caring person with the
biggest heart I have ever known.

I always knew Joseph would be
a wonderful father, but I could

never have prepared myself for
the father he is to our daughter.
He is fiercely devoted to her and
they are two peas in a pod.  My
favorite thing is seeing how her
face lights up every time he walks
into the room.  I count my
blessings every single day our
daughter gets to call him
“Daddy.”

My husband is an extremely
hard worker, he gives all to
everything he undertakes, and
strives for perfection.  He will not
stop until he reaches the desired
end result.  As your Councilman,
he will do the same for everyone
in our community.  If elected to
Town Council, Joseph Nicastro
will work tirelessly and exhaust
all resources to do what is best
for the town of Garwood and you,
its residents.

I am intensely proud to call
Joseph Nicastro my husband –
the day we met he changed my
life for the better, and he will do
the same for Garwood!

Kathleen Nicastro
Garwood

Do Not Subject Yourself To The
Humiliating Process Of The NJEA

To All Members of the
Legislature: A recent article on
InsiderNJ was titled: “NJEA PAC
Endorses 59 Candidates in
Legislative Contests”

That’s a whopping 75 percent
of all seats of the whole Assembly.

I understand that those 59
candidates went through a
rigorous screening process,
including answering a
questionnaire, being interviewed
by the NJEA, asked to show their
voting records if they’re
incumbents, and proving to the
NJEA that they are worthy of the
union’s endorsement.

I just hope they didn’t have to
stand in line, waiting their turn to
kneel and kiss Marie Blistan’s
ring.

To all of you who humiliated
yourselves by subjecting yourself
to the NJEA’s screening, let me
offer you some advice. While you
think that the NJEA’s
endorsement is a blessing and is
necessary to win the election,
this endorsement will be a curse
in future elections, when the
voters and the taxpayers will be
made aware of what you go

through to get the endorsement
of a private union, that is
considered an adversary to all
homeowners and taxpayers in
New Jersey, because of all the
damage it inflicts on our State
and on our families. It is the
reason why our property taxes
are so high in New Jersey and
why our State is heading towards
insolvency.

It’s mind boggling to even see
you bow to that union or even
acknowledge its existence! Your
mere participation in that process
can only show weakness and
conflict on your part and the
endorsement of that union should
be a detriment to your election.
This union and its members are a
threat to the financial health of
our State and our homeowners
and should be treated as such.

Maybe you think you need to
go through that process, because
as another article says, the “NJEA
can scare the bejesus out of
politicians”. So, for those of you
whose bejesus is scared out from
the NJEA, let me offer you two
pieces of advice.

1. If you all ignore the NJEA

and do not subject yourself to
the humiliating process it puts
you through, then the NJEA will
stop being relevant.

2. And for those of you who
might think that the NJEA will
still be relevant because of all the
money it spends on elections, I
offer the following video for your
information. It’s titled: “The NJEA
can be beat”. It’s quite
informative, it will give you the
hope and the courage to free
yourselves from the fear of the
NJEA, and it will help you regain
your pride.

I hope all those 59 endorsed
candidates will start focusing on
the need of the homeowners and
taxpayers, and not feel indebted
to a private union, whose only
concern is to enrich itself and its
own members, at the expense of
all homeowners and taxpayers
of New Jersey. A support of Mr.
Sweeney’s “Path to Progress” is
a good place to start.

George Kneisser, Sr
Executive Director

NJ Citizens for Property
Tax Reform
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Scotch Plains Affordable Housing
Advisory Committee Launches Petition

The Scotch Plains Affordable
Housing Advisory Committee
launched a petition today to
gather signatures of New
Jersey residents who want to
bring common-sense reforms
to the current costly,
inefficient and inconsistent
New Jersey court mandated
affordable housing process
presently being imposed on
New Jersey municipalities.

The Affordable Housing
Advisory Committee supports
providing affordable housing
in New Jersey for low income
families, seniors, millennials,
veterans, those with special
needs as well as other groups.
However, the current manner
in which affordable housing is

determined fails to consider
how local communities may
be affected by the construction
of thousands of new units.

Back in May 2019, the non-
partisan Affordable Housing
Advisory Committee endorsed
four (4) bills, S-2997/A-4471,
A-1649, S-2386/A-1648, S-
2572/A-1644 to reform the
current broken, court driven
affordable housing
overdevelopment process.

The petition asks residents
to sign in support of these
bills, which will among other
things, institute a State
legislative committee to
evaluate and determine the
need for affordable housing
at the State and Regional

levels and require among
other factors an analysis of a
municipality’s population,
infrastructure, school class
sizes and school services,
before assigning affordable
housing numbers.

“The only way to get our
State Legislators to listen and
institute reforms is for
residents to directly demand
it,” said Mayor Al Smith,
Chairman of the Affordable
Housing Advisory Committee.
“After obtaining thousands of
signatures, I, along with
Deputy Mayor Josh Losardo,
plan on personally delivering
this petition to Governor
Murphy’s office as well as the
Democrat and Republican

State Legislative Leaders to
engage them in conversation
on reform.”

Deputy Mayor Josh Losardo
added: “It’s time for action,
and if the reforms outlined in
this petition are implemented,
we will bring plain common
sense and consideration of a
town’s infrastructure before
requiring the construction of
thousands of units. I urge
everyone to sign this petition.”

To sign the petition, visit
the link below:

h t t p s : / /
www.thepetitionsite.com/
264/002/417/petition-for-
affordable-housing-reform/

See link below to video of
Mayor Smith and Deputy

Mayor Losardo discussing the
petition.

h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e /
yZgvSLf753k

For information on how to
contact your state legislators
visit the link below. Let your
state legislators know you
signed the petition and ask
them to cosponsor the four
bills discussed above.

h t t p s : / /
www.nj leg .s ta te .n j .us/
SelectMun.asp
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