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Musical Club of Westfield
To Hold Concert on Oct. 9

WESTFIELD — The public is in-
vited to attend a free concert given by
The Musical Club of Westfield on
Wednesday, October 9, at 7:45 p.m.
This is the first in a year-long series of
events sponsored by the Musical Club
and will be held at the First Baptist
Church of Westfield located at 170
Elm Street in Westfield.

The Musical Club of Westfield is a
non-profit organization whose mis-
sion is to foster and encourage good
music, provide performance oppor-
tunities for local musicians and sup-
port young musicians from Union
county with college scholarships. The
club also sponsors the Junior Musical
Club for students in grades 8 to 12
from the surrounding communities.

The concert will begin with Dr.
David Bower, organ, performing
Johann Sebastian Bach’s Fugue in b
minor, followed by Percy Whitlock’s
Plymouth Suite.

The concert will continue with

Bass-Baritone Glen Crane, accom-
panied by Mary Beth McFall, pianist.
They will perform a song cycle by
Gerald Finzi, Let Us Garlands Bring.
The texts of all the songs are taken
from the plays of Shakespeare.

Closing the evening’s program will
be Jenny Cline, flute, with Carlos
Cuestas, guitar. Mr. Cuestas is a guest
artist. The duo will perform City Vi-
gnettes, Op. 29B, by composer
George N. Gianopoulos. It’s three
movements are based on the poetry of
Sara Teasdale. This will be followed
by Malvaloca by Luis A. Calvo, ar-
ranged by Gary Schocker, and finally
Dos Postales Porteñas Máximo by
composer Diego Pujol.

There will be a reception with light
refreshments immediately after the
concert where audience members will
have the opportunity to meet the per-
formers. Additional information about
the club can be found by visiting
musicalclubofwestfield.org.

Artist Marie Burns to
Exhibit Mixed Media Art

KENILWORTH — “Outside the
Box” a collection of mixed media
work by artist Marie Burns will be
exhibited at Gallery-on-the-Boule-
vard in the Kenilworth Library begin-
ning in October and is on display
through December. The pieces are
comprised of Ms. Burns’ original
photographs and simple painted ex-
tensions onto the mat, which creates a
three-dimensional effect.

Ms. Burns studied with W. Carl
Burger at Kean University and has
had previous exhibits at J&J World

Headquarters, Reeves Reed
Aboretum, Donald B. Palmer Mu-
seum, and many other local galleries.
She is also on staff at Art-A-Fair,
Laguna Beach, Calif.

All artwork is available for pur-
chase by contacting the artist. The
exhibit is free and open to the public
during regular library hours. For more
information, call (908) 276-2451.

Any artists interested in exhibiting
their work in 2020, may contact Bar-
bara Wirkus, curator, at
dmbbw33@gmail.com.

Chapman, Pafumi of
Westfield to Perform Oct. 5
CRANFORD— Please join the

Friends of the Cranford Public Li-
brary for an afternoon with concert
pianist Gil Scott Chapman and so-
prano vocalist Mia Pafumi on Satur-
day, October 5, at 2 p.m. in the Cranford
Community Center. This free concert
is sponsored by the Friends of the

Cranford Public Library.
A classically trained jazz pianist,

Gil Scott Chapman holds a B.F.A. in
Jazz Studies and Master of Music
(improvisation) from the University
of Michigan. He has won and placed
in a number of classical piano compe-
titions, performed at Carnegie Hall,
the Kennedy Center and the Monterey
Jazz Festival, and performed along-
side many celebrated artists. He
helped to develop the Gershwin Ini-
tiative, a long-term partnership be-
tween the University of Michigan and
the Gershwin family, bringing the
music of George and Ira Gershwin to

scholars and audiences worldwide.
He resides in Westfield.

A graduate of Montclair State
University’s John J. Cali School of
Music, Mia Pafumi made her profes-
sional opera debut in the chorus of the
Sarasota Opera, and as a principal
artist at the Knoxville Opera. She
studied overseas at the Conservatorio
Giuseppe Verdi di Musica in Milan,
and her recent performance venues
include Lincoln Center and the
Alexander Kasser Theater in
Montclair. She is the third-place win-
ner of the Gerda Lissner Foundation’s
2015 International Vocal Competi-
tion and a second-time grant winner

of the Licia Albanese-Puccini
Foundation’s 2014 and 2015 Interna-
tional Vocal Competition, where she
performed in the Winner’s Concert at
Carnegie Hall.

Registration is not required for this
free concert. The Cranford Commu-
nity Center is located at 220 Walnut
Avenue, Cranford, and is accessible
to all.  or more information about the
Cranford Public Library and the
Friends of the Cranford Public Li-
brary, visit www.cranfordlibrary.org.

Gil Scott Chapman

Mia Pafumi

Chinese Virtuoso Jiapeng Nie
To Perform at NJFO

WESTFIELD — The New Jersey
Festival Orchestra (NJFO) season,
under the baton of David Wroe, opens
dramatically on Saturday, October 5,
in Westfield with Invitation to the
Waltz, presenting rousing waltzes and
dances in full symphonic splendor.

The orchestra will be joined by the
up-and-coming Chinese protégé
Jiapeng Nie as soloist for
Tchaikovsky’s cheerful and im-
mensely demanding cello showpiece
“Variations on a Rococo Theme,”
one of the composer’s most popular
works.

“We are thrilled and honored that
Jiapeng Nie has chosen to perform
‘Tchaikovsky’s
Variations’ with
us,” commented
Music Director
Wroe. “The cello
part is highly
virtuosic and de-
manding of the
soloist, becom-
ing increasingly
expansive and
technically bril-
liant as the varia-
tions progress. If
anyone can man-
age it, he can!”

Renowned for his unique artistry
and praised by the press for his “sweet
yet brilliant” tone quality and “light-
ning-like virtuosity,” Jiapeng Nie has
established himself as one of today’s
most exciting young cellists. Currently
on the cello faculty at the Xinghai
Conservatory of Music in Guangzhou,
Mr. Nie has appeared as soloist with
many major orchestras in the world,
including the Shanghai Symphony
Orchestra, Shenzhen Symphony Or-
chestra, Hamburg Symphony Orches-
tra, Nürnberg Symphony Orchestra,
Slovenian Philharmonic, and Taiwan
Symphony Orchestra.

The concert opens with the re-
nowned and uplifting “Emperor
Waltz”. If any Strauss waltz can be
said to hold the honor of second place
in popularity to “The Blue Danube,”
it is probably this one. Light hearted

and elegant, “Emperor Waltz” is re-
ally a string of waltzes reflecting
happy, carefree times.

Also on the agenda, is the lilting
Viennese waltzes from Richard
Strauss’ Der Rosenkavalier, surely
some of the most memorable music to
emerge from the opera house in the
20th century.

Continued Mr. Wroe, “Come see
how these master composers, and
special guest Jiapeng Nie, handle the
three-beat phenomenon! The exuber-
ant music and virtuoso performances
are simply spellbinding! We hope that
you will join us for this glittering and
enchanting celebration to kick off our

2019-2020 sea-
son.”

The concert
takes place on
Saturday, Octo-
ber 5, at 7 p.m. at
the First United
M e t h o d i s t
C h u r c h ,
Westfield, with a
pre-concert lec-
ture by NJFO
assistant con-
ductor Brent
Chancellor at 6
p.m. Mr.

Chancellor’s lecture is complimen-
tary for all ticket holders and is an
engaging way to learn about the mu-
sic and music makers on offer.

“Invitation to the Waltz” will be
repeated the next day (Sunday, Octo-
ber 6) at Drew University in Madison
at 3 p.m.

Tickets ($30-$76, students under
age 18, $15) are available online at on
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tickets
may also be purchased by calling the
box office at (908) 232-9400.

Jiapeng Nie

Downton Abbey
King of the Soap Operas

2 & ½ popcorns
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

Director Michael Engler’s
Downton Abbey, a feature film con-
tinuation of the TV series that eluded
me in its entirety during its very suc-
cessful run, is full up with the stuff of
royalty. I shouldn’t laugh at the silli-
ness of the outmoded form of govern-
ment, which is truly my first inclina-
tion, big democrat that I am. But I’m
reminded that I’m still counting on
being invited to the coronation ball
and hanging out a bit with the newly
invested King Charles, should he yet
ascend to the throne.

Okay, okay, I still haven’t written
the letter. I’ve been putting it off for
several decades, but still plan to get to
it. It would explain that we are about
the same age, and that I first became
familiar with his family through the
presence of an ashtray commemorat-
ing his young mom’s investiture that
had decorated our coffee table even
before Blackie, our cocker spaniel,
unexplainably disappeared after only
a one day reign. But one digression at
a time, if you will.

In any case, I would conclude in my
request that our contemporaneity fully
suggested to me that I, emanating
from far humbler roots, unless you go
all the way back to King Solomon,
was the perfect pauper to his prince.
And if he had time between the pomp
and the circumstance of the festivi-
ties, perhaps we might compare the
notes of our lives. Maybe he’d even
let me have a nice tweed sports jacket
as a souvenir of the occasion: “Here,
take this to America with you. Wear it
in good health, Mike.”

These meanderings aside, in the
audience I was a stranger in a strange
land and, in such situations, feel my-
self to be an Alexis de Tocqueville, an
objective observer unhindered by prior
notions or passions. I knew not one
character or their familiar trait….didn’t
know a Talbot from a Crawley, though
Maggie Smith’s role as the Dowager
Countess Violet Crawley, snobbish,
curmudgeonly keeper of the flame at
the old homestead, quickly put me
straight. In an award-worthy carica-
ture so over the top that it perfectly
nails down the obsession to social
place and station, you could set Big
Ben by her loveable arrogance.

She is the rock solid if albeit craggy
keystone to the story, her particular
concern about the direction of her
inheritance actually just one of at
least a dozen subplots that slot in and
out of the script as the good folks at
Downton prep for a suddenly sched-

uled stop by the King and Queen. It is
a soap opera on steroids, here pol-
ished to a buff equaling the shine of
the Grantham silverware which, by
the way, becomes a minor issue.

This, of course, will include love
affairs and/or troubled marriages on
four levels, all begging for resolution
before the closing credits roll, lest we
leave the theater crestfallen. There’s
Princess Mary, whose hubby is the
aloof sort you wish had other obliga-
tions; there’s the next tier down of
aristocrats at Downton in need of
Cupid’s counsel; and then there are
the romantic liaisons of the oh so
devoted help, both the upstairs and
downstairs varieties, that’ll need sort-
ing if things are to remain copacetic at
Grantham.

Now, if soaps aren’t really your
thing, but you’ve found yourself in
the obligatory tow of a significant
other who is indeed a devout fan,
there is some consolation in the
movie’s historically astute and color-
ful depiction of the era. Highlighted
is the Downton microcosm of The
Troubles, as the Irish call it, which
leads to a bit of derring-do mixed into
a sociopolitical mulling of the strife.
But the respite is short. For the run-
way must be cleared for the soap
opera within the soap opera, the Big
Secret that’s at the heart of the
squabble between our favorite dowa-
ger and Imelda Staunton’s Maud
Bagshaw, the Queen’s lady-in-wait-
ing.

While the latter is claiming inser-
tion into the Grantham lineage for, of
all curiosities, her maid, and
downplays the accompanying cash
benefit to the title, I’m reminded of
my rich sister’s take on such disputes:
“It’s always about the
money…especially if they say it’s not
about the money.”

That noted, to the devotee there is
a private joke to be enjoyed, and the
heck with cynics like me. There is no
discounting the enthusiastic laugh-
ing, oohing and ahhing engendered in
audience members as obviously loyal
to the franchise as the characters with
whom they are enamored are loyal to
the lord and lady of the manor. And
truth be told, any smugness I might
imply by repeating ad nauseam that
Downton Abbey is a glorified soap
opera, is nullified by my abject fail-
ure to guess the maid’s true identity.

Downton Abbey, rated PG, is a Focus
Features release directed by Michael
Engler and stars Maggie Smith, Michelle
Dockery and Hugh Bonneville. Run-
ning time: 122 minutes.

The Late Christopher Bean
Opens at WCP on Oct. 12

WESTFIELD —Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP) begins its
2019-2020 season with the comedy,
The Late Christopher Bean, written
by Sidney Howard and directed by
Jeanne Johnston and produced by
JoAnne Lemenille.

The Late Christopher Bean runs at
Westfield Community Players October
12, 19, 25, 26, 2019 at 8 p.m.; October
20, at 2 p.m. Following the opening
night performance on Saturday, Octo-
ber 12, at 8 p.m. a reception will follow.

The Late Christopher Bean is by
the acclaimed author of They Know
What They Wanted and The Silver
Cord. This play opens some years
after the death of acclaimed artist
Christopher Bean with an excited
world in pursuit of his work and any
details they can gather about his life
and character. Yankee practicality
collides with New York’s sophisti-
cated art world in this sly comedy.
Both a biting satire on the destructive

power of greed and a touching view
of a family in turmoil, this feisty com-
edy will have the audience cheering
for the most unlikely heroines. Dr.
Haggett and his family of patrician
New Englanders own some of Bean’s
canvases and become avaricious when
informed of their market value.

WCP is producing The Late Chris-
topher Bean to celebrate WCP’s 85th
Anniversary, as it was the first pro-
duction of WCP.

In the cast are John Correll as Dr.
Haggett, Kristin Gellner Keiser as
Susan Haggett, Tracey Lincoln as
Abby, Kathy Quinn Vaccari as Mrs.
Haggett, Sarah-Elisabeth Stein as Ada
Haggett, Robert Podolak as Warren
Creamer, John Schweska as Tallant,
Russell Ortiz as Rosen and Timothy
McGovern as Davenport.

Tickets are $22 adults; $10 for ac-
tive military and students. Tickets are
available online at:
www.westfieldcommunityplayers.org.

Scotch Plains Day Is
October 6

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will host its
annual Scotch Plains Day Fall Family
Festival on Sunday, October 6, from
noon to 5 p.m. in the downtown dis-
trict on Park Avenue. Scotch Plains
Day is an event that is fun for all ages
from kids to adults.

The event will feature food trucks,
family entertainment, interactive
inflatables, local community organi-
zations, an electric vehicle show, and
more.

The main stage will feature perfor-
mances from Songs for Seeds, Wolf
Creek, and Brother John Brown. And
of course, the Florence Ravioli Eating
Contest, which will begin at 2:30 p.m.
and the winner will receive a prize.

Hocus Pocus to Screen
in Village Green

SCOTCH PLAINS — Kick off
Scotch Plains Weekend with Family
Movie Night on the Village Green on
Friday, October 4, featuring a special
screening of Hocus Pocus (PG) at
7:30 p.m. The event will be preceded
by pumpkin decorating at 6:30 p.m.
For more information, please contact
the Recreation Department at (908)
322-6700, ext. 223.

Historic Haunts of Central
Jersey Program Is Oct. 5

Free Performance of
The Colored Museum
RAHWAY – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders invites
the public to attend a free performance
of the renowned play, The Colored
Museum, at the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center (UCPAC) on Fri-
day, October 18, at 8 p.m.

This special event is part of a na-
tionwide effort to commemorate the
400th year anniversary since the first
Africans were forcefully brought to
the United States as slaves.Historians
date the era of institutionalized sla-
very in the United States from Sep-
tember 1619, when a ship bearing 20
enslaved people from West Africa
arrived in Virginia.

The Colored Museum was written
in 1986 by George C. Wolfe. It pro-
vides a window into the struggles and
resilience of African Americans
through 11 vignettes, each focusing
on a different “exhibit” bringing forth
themes of racism, stereotypes, and
African American cultural identity,
enabling the audience to reexamine
the history of African Americans.

A limited amount of tickets remains
for this free performance. To reserve
free seats, visit www.ucpac.org.

PLAINFIELD -- The Historical
Society of Plainfield will host Gor-
don Thomas Ward, and his program
entitled “Historic Haunts of Central
Jersey” on Saturday, October 5, at 3
p.m. at the Drake House Museum,
located at 602 West Front Street.
Gordon Thomas Ward is an author,
singer, songwriter, and has 40+ years
of experience in the field of paranor-
mal investigation.

“Historic Haunts of Central Jer-
sey” is based upon Mr. Ward’s book
“Ghosts of Central Jersey.” It will be
a presentation that mixes photographs
of investigation sites, documented
tales and live music.

Mr. Ward said, “What ghosts roam
within historic sites and buildings of
central New Jersey? How accurate are
the traditional stories?” From the shad-
owed woods of the Somerset Hills to
the dappled banks of the Delaware
River, Historic Haunts delivers a mix
of factual history and the sound inves-
tigation of ghostly phenomena.

“I look forward to hearing Gordon
Thomas Ward’s stories. Many people
who come to the Drake House ask the
tour guides if the House is haunted.
Come and hear some Drake House
stories, too,” said Nancy Piwowar,
president of the Historical Society of
Plainfield.

This history program is made pos-
sible in part by a 2019 HEART (His-
tory, Education, Arts Reaching Thou-
sands) Grant from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and the
Historical Society of Plainfield/Drake

House Museum members.
Seating is limited and is on a first-

come first-serve basis. Light refresh-
ments will be served. Members: free
and non-members: donations are al-
ways appreciated

Haunt Your House
Contest Registration

Closes Oct. 4
WESTFIELD – Registration is to

close on Friday, October 4, for the
Haunt Your House contest.

The contest is open to all Westfield
residents and encourages everyone to
get in the spirit of the Halloween
season to help kick off AddamsFest.

The official judging period for all
participants will run from October 10
through October 26.

Prizes will be awarded on October
27 as follows: first place: $150 Farm-
house Gift Card, second place: $100
Mimi & Hill Gift Card, third place:
$50 French Martini Gift Card.

Official rules, additional details and
registration information can be found
at www.addamsfest.com/haunt-your-
house.

Russian Folk Ensemble to
Perform in Cranford

CRANFORD — The Barynya
Balalaika Duo is part of Ensemble
Barynya, one of the finest Russian
folk ensembles outside of Russia.
On Tuesday, October 8, at 7 p.m.,

join Mikhail Smirnov and Elina
Karokhina for “From Russia with
Love:” a concert at the Cranford
Community Center, 220 Walnut Av-
enue, sponsored by the Friends of
the Cranford Public Library. Their
dual balalaika performance will in-
clude Russian, Cossack, Ukrainian,
Russian Gypsy and Russian Jewish
traditional music, songs, and dances.

In January 2009, Mikhail and En-
semble Barynya dancers were fea-
tured on NBC’s “Superstars of
Dance,” an international dance com-
petition led by executive producers
Nigel Lythgoe and Simon Fuller
(“American Idol,” “So You Think
You Can Dance”). Mikhail Smirnov
was one of eight judges who deter-
mined the winning nation.

The Barynya Balalaika Duo

Photo submissions of
Westfield are being

accepted for
This Is Westfield.

Send all hi-res submissions
for consideration to
ae@goleader.com.

Don’t Get Fed a Line of Bull!

Subscribe for hyper-local
 journalism that matters to you!

goleader.com/form/subscribe

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 


