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The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski

3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,

child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic
violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Made possible by grants from  
The Anne and Lee Hale Fund and  
The Thomas Glasser Foundation   

 

Hosted by the Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library 

“The Art of  

  Ceramic Tile” 

 

The Westfield Memorial Library      
550 East Broad Street 

Wednesday, October 16   7:00 pm 
 

Westfield Memorial Library 

Learn about public art from the creator  

of the ceramic tiles at the Westfield  

train station and the Reeve House 

Open to the public.  Pre-registration required.  

Register online at www.wmlnj.org   

or call 908.789.4090 ext. 0. 

Stacey Farley 
 

  former Westfield resident 
and notable public artist 

THE 12TH ANNUAL  

HALE SPEAKER SERIES 

Andrew Bauer for Westfield BOE
My name is Andrew Bauer and I

am running for a seat on the Westfield
Board of Education. I am a 10-year
resident of Westfield and I have three
kids in the district (Tamaques, Edison
and Westfield High School). As I’ve
engaged in discussions with parents
throughout Westfield, a shared prior-
ity is for our kids to feel safe and
comfortable at school, so they can
grow emotionally, socially and intel-
lectually. As we strive to achieve that
goal, there are two areas I propose we
focus our energies:

Student’s social and emotional
well being

Westfield schools made SEL (So-
cial and Emotional Learning) a prior-
ity last year. My focus going forward
is to ensure we are monitoring previ-
ous initiatives to gauge impact, and
that we stay current on the most re-
cent research to guide our future de-
cisions and policy.

Initiatives for consideration in-
clude: 1) Implementing a recurring
survey of older students to gauge
whether district initiatives are having
an impact on stress and anxiety, 2)
Exploring alternatives to provide ad-
ditional time for older students to
manage academic and extracurricu-
lar burdens (block scheduling, en-
richment mornings), and 3) Evaluat-

ing if the ratios of counselors at middle
and high school are appropriate to
properly serve students.

Continued evaluation of our fa-
cilities

Over the past two years, the board
and administration have instituted a
range of measures to make our school
buildings more secure. As we con-
tinue to evaluate future measures, I
think more frequent communications
and engagement with parents is im-
portant. This includes community
meetings (in conjunction with local
police), with the explicit purpose to
educate parents on the range of secu-
rity alternatives that districts through-
out New Jersey are pursuing. Addi-
tionally, I believe we should explore
a security and safety sub-committee
of the BOE Facilities Committee,
which would include parents from
across Westfield.

I’d love to hear your thoughts.
Please reach out at
BauerForBoard@gmail.com or on my
Facebook page
@BauerForBoardOfEd. To learn
more about my campaign, please visit
www.bauerforboard.com. Thank you
for your consideration.

Andrew Bauer
Candidate for Westfield Board of

Education

Nicole  S.  Kessler for Cranford BOE
Our children spend over 1,000

hours in school each year, and we
owe it to them to ensure they have the
experience each and every child de-
serves.

My background as a career educa-
tor demonstrates a life-long love for
children, a passion for education and
a commitment to excellence. After
starting my volunteer work in
Cranford as a soccer coach, I soon
realized that I could make a bigger
positive impact on the town by bring-
ing my expertise as a mom, teacher,
principal and assistant superintendent
to the board of education.

My experience as a BOE member
demonstrates my dedication to a posi-
tive impact on our schools. It is diffi-
cult to calculate the impact that any
individual board member has; this is
collaborative work in partnership with
the District. But some accomplish-
ments I can name include:

Taking over as chair of the Super-
intendent Search Committee and hir-
ing Dr. Rubin after an exhaustive
recruitment and selection process.

Member of the Personnel Commit-
tee;

Serving as a liaison/Board of Di-
rectors and Representative Assembly
to Union County Educational Ser-
vices Commission.

Chairing the Curriculum Commit-
tee, which has partnered with the Dis-
trict on a number of initiatives includ-
ing:

An increase in differentiation/per-
sonalized learning

Additional infusion of social emo-
tional programming into the daily
schedule

Utilizing a tiered system of sup-
ports to assist all learners in reaching
their potential, and the increased use
of data to drive intervention as well as
the addition of two interventionists

Increased electives at the high
school

Support of Cranford High School
in rolling out a new schedule

Responsiveness to feedback from
the community on issues such as ad-
justing the school schedule on single-
session days to working on improved
communication for standards-based
report cards

Partnering with other committees
on initiatives such as upgrading our
infrastructure to support the use of
technology in the classroom

Increasing the hands-on and en-
gaging nature of our classrooms, in-
cluding the FOSS kits in elementary
science.

There are countless other ways
where my experience as an educator
has had an impact. Whether it has
been supporting the administration in
difficult decisions from a place of
understanding, allocating resources
to best meet the needs of every child
(for example, bringing in two addi-
tional guidance counselors or sup-
porting physical safety initiatives),
advocating in executive session for
what I believe best for an individual
child, thinking “outside the box,” or
pushing for a higher bar of excel-
lence, I hope that my experience and
perspective has benefited the board
and district in myriad ways.

We have the most incredible chil-
dren and the most talented faculty,
and it is our job as a board of educa-
tion to give them the resources and
support they need to thrive. Thank
you for your consideration on No-
vember 5th.

Nicole Sherrin Kessler
Cranford Board of Education

Note: The opinions expressed here
are those of the author and do not
necessarily reflect the opinions or
views of the Cranford Board of Edu-
cation or its members.

Mary Ann Kjetsaa for Garwood BOE

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY...Jenn Gilman, Democratic candidate for for Ward 3 on
the Westfield Town Council, said the installation of a beacon light at South Avenue
and Cacciola Place, pendimg Union County approval, is set to begin in the next few
weeks.

Jenn Gilman for Town Council, Ward 3

During my recent Garwood Board
service, my first priority was to attend
school activities most of which oc-
curred during the school day. I was able
to see the school facility and to experi-
ence firsthand the culture and engage-
ment of the children and staff. You may
ask yourself, “Wait a minute, how can
she get that information from attending
events?” Well, remember, I have mul-
tiple years of training and experience in
observation and supervision including
teaching techniques, classroom proce-
dures, child development as well as
evaluation of the overall building, safety,

environment, and program.
During my career, a colleague and

I developed and implemented a
teacher mentoring program. The fo-
cus was meaningful professional de-
velopment to help teachers grow as
teachers, add teaching tools to their
educational practice, and become
excellent additions to the district.

Through my Lincoln School visits,
I was able to propose safety and secu-
rity ideas, two of which were approved
and implemented. If elected, I would
continue this practice of visitation and
use my professional development plan-
ning experience as part of my mission
to support the students and staff as
well as provide a safe and secure learn-
ing environment. Please support me
by voting Column 5 on November 5.

Mary Ann Kjetsaa, Ph.D.
Candidate for Garwood Board of Ed.

Having access to public parks and
recreation fields offer great opportu-
nities for our community to grow and
flourish. The fields and parks add to
the fabric of the community, it’s where
we play and where we come together.
With two children, we have spent
many hours at the fields watching our
children play soccer, softball, and
baseball. Through the local Westfield
athletic programs, we’ve formed
many of the meaningful relationships
and friendships that we have today.
We share our time and talents through
coaching, for the past two years Maria
has also become active in the Girls
Softball League of Westfield serving
on its board.

It is proven that having access to
public parks has a positive impact on
the health and well-being our chil-
dren and families. We are fortunate
that we can live in a community that
offers us the opportunities to simply
walk to the playground, ride bikes,
and participate in organized sports.

As third ward councilman, I am
proud of the many improvements
we’ve made over the last several years
including a new state-of-the-art play-
ground at Mindowaskin Park in cel-
ebration of the park’s 100th anniver-
sary and the addition of bathrooms at

Too many residents — especially
kids — have had ‘close calls’ with
cars not yielding to them at the South
Avenue and Cacciola Place intersec-
tion, which connects the surrounding
neighborhood to businesses at
Westfield Plaza like Bagel Chateau.
Additionally, residents have been just
as vocal with me about speeding on
Windsor Avenue.

There are plenty of modern ways to
mitigate speeding to keep residents
safe, but for years, very little was
done and Ward 3 residents felt un-
heard.

Finally, we’re seeing progress in
action. Ward 2 Councilman Mike
Dardia — chair of the Public Safety,
Transportation and Parking Commit-
tee —announced the town’s pilot of a
radar speed sign on Windsor Avenue,
and saw to its installation over the
summer. And after we pushed for it,
installation of a Beacon Light at South
Avenue and Cacciola Place is set to

begin in the next few weeks, pending
Union County approval.

Both are modern, effective mea-
sures for improving pedestrian safety,
and have been doable for years. Coun-
cilman Dardia has been leading the
way to improve pedestrian safety as
part of Mayor Brindle’s “Year of the
Pedestrian” initiative.

Advocating for increased traffic
enforcement to slow down speeders,
and those who don’t stop for pedestri-
ans at crosswalks — these are some
of the local issues I will continue to
tackle as your Ward 3 councilwoman.

As I continue to knock on doors
through Election Day on November
5th, I look forward to learning more
of what matters to you. To contact or
learn more, email
jenn@westfieldtogether.com or visit
gilmanforward3.com.

Jenn Gilman, Ward 3 Town Council
Candidate
Westfield

Jay Morris for Fanwood  Council
My name is Jay Morris and I am

one of the Republican candidates run-
ning for borough council in Fanwood,
NJ. We need more voices to be heard
and that is why I am running along
with Brian Walter. We would like to
invite Democratic candidates,
Katherine Mitchell and Francine
Glaser, to a public debate in the month
of October. We want to discuss rel-
evant issues in Fanwood with an un-
biased mediator. As Americans, we
need to begin having more construc-
tive conversations with people we
disagree with. This is exactly our goal

with the debate. Just like all political
parties need to work together on the
national and state level, we need dif-
ferent parties to get along and work
together at the local level. This re-
sults in better decision making and
allows for more voices to be heard.
The one-party system that we have in
Fanwood does not work for every-
one. Katherine and Francine, we look
forward to your response.

Jay Morris
Candidate for Fanwood Borough

Council

PARKS AND FIELDS...Westfield Third Ward Town Councilman Mark LoGrippo
and his family are shown here at the Gumbert Park baseball field.

Joseph Nicastro for Garwood Council
I tell my daughter consistently that,

“When Daddy says, ‘I promise...,’ it
will happen. If I give you my word, it
is happening. A man is as good as his
word, and I take pride in the fact that
when those two words come out of
my mouth I follow through.

So here it comes, get ready. I prom-
ise I will listen to your problems. I
promise I will do my best with the
ability I have, and surpass that. I
promise I will try to control the spend-
ing that has gotten way out of control.
I promise that I will do my best to be
the voice of the voiceless when I sit in
that chair in meetings.

I can go on and on about what I
promise, but if a council person
doesn’t care, nothing will get done.
That is the biggest promise I can
make. I promise I will always care.

I care about being a self dependent
town. We should take pride in that.
We want nothing more than to stand
our own two feet and be proud of
what Garwood can accomplish. Es-

pecially when we focus on making
Garwood beautiful.

In order to make that happen
Garwood needs your help. Victor
Stevens, Bill Bellomo and I share this
common goal, that I’m sure everyone
in Garwood posses as well. We want
to make Garwood stand out and im-
press people with what we do and
how we do it. We realize, not just us
but the people we represent, will sup-
ply us with ideas, solutions and con-
cerns that we can put into action to
make Garwood reach beyond it’s full
potential.

People are talking about how
Garwood will eventually give in be
absorbed by another town. Well we
promise to do everything in our power
to make sure that doesn’t happen on
our watch. Lastly, we promise to con-
tinue to work hard today for a better
tomorrow.

Joseph Nicastro III
Garwood Council Candidate

As a candidate for the board of
education I support school resource
officers in our elementary schools.
What is a school resource officer?

It’s not a security guard, bouncer,
or the enigmatic “armed guard.” It’s a

police officer who is assigned to a
school. Some say that it provides a
false sense of security. My under-
standing is generally, criminals do
not like the police and will do almost
anything to avoid them. Therefore,
intruders will probably avoid a school
that has police.

Some have suggested that the pres-
ence of police will scare elementary
school children. That doesn’t have to
be the case. There is a national move-
ment called “coffee with cops” where
citizens get to know their officers
over a cup of coffee. How about
“cookies with cops,” giving kids the
opportunity to get to know police are
their friends and are there to protect
them.

Another argument I’ve heard is that
police can’t be everywhere in a school.
That’s correct, but a deterrent effect
is created no matter what part of the
school police are stationed. Is it fool-
proof? No, but it is another piece of
the puzzle that will make our children
safer.

Patrick Justin Fahey
Candidate for Westfield Board of

Education

Mark LoGrippo for Town Council
Memorial Park. These enhancements
have been very beneficial to the town,
but we recognize that there is a lot
more we can do!

In 2017, the Town Council in part-
nership with the recreation commit-
tee presented a plan for a full renova-
tion of Tamaques Park that would
address fields, facilities, and parking.
This plan was put on hold in 2018 in
order to take a more holistic approach
to addressing our parks and outdoor
spaces.

Many would agree that there has
been a lot of time and money invested
into planning for our parks. As your
third ward councilman and the liaison
to the Parks Master Plan Steering
Committee, I will continue to advo-
cate for more fields, better equip-
ment, and improved parking for all of
our parks. I am optimistic that the
Parks Master Plan will move us for-
ward, and I am committed to working
with the mayor and council collec-
tively for the greater good of the
community and our children.

Stay tuned for information on the
public reading of the Parks and Rec-
reation Strategic Plan

Councilman Mark LoGrippo
Westfield

Patrick Justin Fahey for Westfield BOE

Mark Parmelee for Council, Ward 2
As I’ve been knocking on doors

throughout Ward 2, almost everyone
I speak with asks about downtown
and the plan to revitalize it.

The setbacks we’ve experienced
are rooted in decisions made and not
made a decade ago. By implementing
the town’s first community-driven
Master Plan process, Mayor Shelley
Brindle is helping set Westfield on
track for the future and doing the
work to get us ahead of the curve.

The progress we’ve seen this past
year is indicative of her efforts:

New businesses have come in and
are thriving, like Farinolio, Warby
Parker, Boxwood Coffee, Acting Out,
Innovasion Taco, and Buddha Fish.
Others like Spice Bazaar, Midtown
Authentic, and Fettle and Fare ex-
panded to meet customer demand,
doubling down on their commitment
to Westfield.

We’ll soon have our first brewery,
and be able to enjoy BareBurger with
a view. This is a direct result of newly-
enacted, pro-growth ordinances al-
lowing microbreweries and rooftop
dining. These are modern, quality of
life expectations and a proactive driver
for economic growth.

New and updated community
events are just as impactful to this
growth because they support and cen-
tralize foot traffic. Routinely turning
Quimby Street into a pedestrian plaza
has changed the way we experience
Downtown. AddamsFest showed us
the power of our community story,
and updating Sweet Sounds into a
musical festival showcasing local tal-

Cranford Lib. Bd.
To Meet Oct. 2

CRANFORD —The Cranford Pub-
lic Library Board of Trustees will
hold an emergency meeting on
Wednesday, October 2 at 7 p.m. to
vote on a resolution to approve the
payment of a bill to Innovative Inter-
faces for the provision of library ser-
vices through access to the Polaris
integrated library system. No other
action will be taken.

ent, made Sundays in Westfield even
better.

These new actions aren’t inherently
special. They did, however, require
imagination, capable leadership to set
a vision and an energized team to
execute to fruition. And all of these
call, first and foremost, for a proactive
approach to problem solving. Westfield
did not have a holistic town plan, a
basic function of municipal gover-
nance, for over a decade. It’s why we
remained reactive for so long, and we
need to keep those days in the past.

I work at a global law firm, was a
prosecutor in the Manhattan DA’s
office, presented more than 175 cases
to the grand jury and conducted 25
criminal trials. My through-line in
these experiences was constantly in-
novating my approach—which helped
me win the first hate crime trial con-
viction in New York State.

Mark Parmelee
Candidate for Westfield Council,

Ward 2


