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Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
A NIGHT OF GIVING AND WINNING...Volunteers work the raffle and gift
tables at the Bonds of Courage “Support Our Troops” Casino Night held on
November 23 at the Westfield Armory. The fundraiser helps support veterans and
service members of the military, including the 102nd Cavalry Regiment of the New
Jersey National Guard based in Westfield.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS IS NEAR...Contractors install Christmas decorations on street
lights Saturday afternoon along South Avenue in Cranford.

Jennifer Glackin for The Westfield Leader
NO CELL TOWER...A young Cranford resident holds up a sign opposing the
proposed Union County College cell tower at Monday’s zoning board meeting in
Cranford.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Cranford Cell Tower Hearing
Resumes for UCC Location

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Architect Frank
Colasurdo presented information at a
three-and-a-half hour board of ad-
justment meeting Monday night about
the proposed cell tower at Union
County College (UCC). The cell tower
would be used by Verizon, AT&T,
and T-Mobile.

Proposed is a 148-foot monopole,
surrounded by three separate tech-
nology cabinets (one for each carrier)

and three separate back-up diesel
generators, that will be designed to
look like a faux pine tree. The 48-foot
by 48-foot compound will be enclosed
by a mesh style chain-link fence and
leave room for an additional fourth
wireless carrier if ever necessary.

The monopole will reach 28 feet
higher than the average height of the
surrounding tree canopy, which ac-
cording to Mr. Colasurdo, can be
added to by another potential carrier
in the future. Gregory Meese, attor-
ney for the carriers, said the future
carrier could add an extra 10 to 20
feet onto the pole without an added
variance, making the height 168 feet.

Mr. Meese said the pole is neces-

sary because UCC has an obligation
to contact students in case of emer-
gency and currently there is a “defi-
ciency in coverage.” Residents ques-
tioned Mr. Colasurdo whether he was
tasked with designing any other sig-
nal enhancing devices on the campus
such as a DAS (Distributed Antennae
System), either indoor or outdoor, for
UCC as he has for other colleges in
the state such as Montclair State Uni-
versity and Rutgers University. Mr.
Colasurdo said he was only asked to
design the monopole and other ex-
perts would testify later in the pro-
ceedings as to why this was the design
choice.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
SQUEEZING TOGETHER FOR CURTAIN CALLS...Cast members of the Westfield High School Theatre Department's
production of Radium Girls take a well-deserved bow at the conclusion of last Thursday's 4 p.m. show. The stage
overflowed with talented actors and the handiwork of unsung hero set designers upstage. Director Daniel Devlin said over
100 students were involved in the play. A review will be published in next week’s edition of The Westfield Leader.

Sports -- Cougars Had Highs and
Lows, Finish Football Season 5-4;
Soccer Blue Devil Boys Were in
Every Game, Finish 9-5-5; Stellar
Defense Keyed Raider Girls’ Run to
Section Crown; Cougars Struggled

Online-Only Bonus at goleader.com
Index

Free Advertising Online Opportunities:
See www.goleader.com/free

With “O” in Boys’ Soccer.
Community -- Columbia Bank

Adds Local Charities to Thanksgiv-
ing Turkey Tradition.

Ms. New Jersey Senior America
Pageant 2020 Seeks Contestants.

Committee OKs PILOT
Payment to School District
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee on Tuesday unanimously ap-
proved an ordinance establishing a
portion of the annual service charge
received from Birchwood Develop-
ers Urban Renewal Associates, LLC
to be sent to the Cranford Public
School District. Mayor Patrick Giblin
said the financial compromise with
the school district will establish a
five-year agreement between the
township committee and the board of
education.

For the first two years of the agree-
ment, upon when the municipality is
entitled to the PILOT (Payment In
Lieu of Taxes) in program revenue,
the school district will receive 70
percent of the proceeds or collected
revenue. After the first two years, the
school district will receive 55 percent
of collected revenues from the
Birchwood redevelopment and a 55
percent revenue share in the last three
years of the agreement.

Township Commissioner Thomas

Hannen, Jr. stated that the township
committee drafted the financial com-
promise after speaking with the Board
of Education Vice-President Lisa
Carbone. Mr. Hannen said Ms.
Carbone emphasized the need for a
“fair funding formula” to help the
district offset costs from additional
school children.

Any revenue collected from a PI-
LOT program as per New Jersey law
is directed to the municipality and
does not have to be necessarily shared
with a school district or other non-
municipal budgets, stated Mr.
Hannen.

Mr. Hannen said the school board’s
leadership projected additional stu-
dent costs to be up to $1.35 million,
an amount he said that is calculated
based on an average student cost of
roughly $14,500. He said the
Birchwood development, assuming a
95-percent occupancy rate, is pro-
jected to bring in revenue of between
$588,000 to $675,000.

The redevelopment is projected to

Mayor, Council Say BOE
Politicized Sub Teacher Vote

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Sara Todisco
and several council members pledged
their support at Monday’s borough
council meeting to Councilwoman
Jennifer Blumenstock and Council-
man Russell Graham, who did not
receive an approving vote by the
Garwood Board of Education to be
hired as Lincoln School substitutes at
last week’s board of education meet-
ing. The board of education made the
decision by an official vote at the
November 18 board meeting.

Mr. Graham had served as a Lin-
coln School substitute for four years
until withdrawing from the position.
Councilwoman Blumenstock is a cer-
tified teacher who has worked in sev-
eral other school districts.

“Politics shouldn’t enter into the
decision. Especially when people are
qualified,” Councilman Marc
Lazarow said.

Councilman Lazarow said it should
be noted either applicant had relevant
certifications or had been doing the
job previously.

“I feel for our council members
who wanted to just help out the
school,” Councilman Lazarow said.

Mayor Todisco said the council
members were voted down “simply”
because they held elected office.

“You (Councilman Richard
McCormack) and Marc Lazarow got
it completely backwards. They don’t
want to politicize it,” said resident
Bruce Paterson.

Mr. Paterson said he had spoken at
the board of education meeting ex-
pressing concerns that two council
members were set to be hired as sub-
stitute teachers.

“This past election cycle it seemed
the board of ed. was being politi-
cized,” Mr. Paterson said.

Mr. Paterson stated that the vote
was made by eight individuals who
discussed how the board could be
politicized, and they made that deci-
sion. He said the “safe vote” keeps
political influence out of the district.

“I’m disappointed you guys would
even say that,” said Mr. Paterson,
referring to the council’s comments
suggesting the board of education’s
decision was political.

Councilman McCormack, during
his school board liaison report, said
he would like the board of education
to show more transparency in its fi-
nancial decision-making processes.
Mr. McCormack said the board of
education should mimic a similar
transparency, which the council dis-
plays with town halls on major issues
and project decisions.

“We (mayor and council) go over
and beyond here,” Councilman
McCormack said in referring to the
council’s transparency.

In other business, Mayor Todisco
presented the Garwood Lions Club’s
first female member and resident
Patricia Briggs alongside resident

Westfield to Consider Deer Hunt on
Town Property at Dec. 10 Meeting

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town council
is to vote on a deer hunt management
program in the town on Tuesday,
December 10, after tabling it to find
answers to questions posed by resi-
dents at Tuesday’s council meeting.
The town council also came to a col-
lective bargaining agreement with the
PBA Local 90 and the CWA Local
1040 that, once adopted at the next
council meeting, will have the terms
retroactive to January 1, 2019.

The salaries for both the PBA and
CWA show an increase of about 2
percent from the last contract, Town
Administrator Jim Gildea told The

Westfield Leader.
The PBA’s contract sets the sala-

ries for the captain, lieutenant and
sergeant positions within the police
department in town. Effective Janu-
ary 1, 2019, a captain will earn
$144,404 annually, in January 2020,
$148,057, in 2021, $151,899, and in
2022, $155,828; a lieutenant will earn
$134,133, $137,580, $141,187 and
$144,875; a sergeant will earn
$124,899, $128,162, $131,557 and
135,028. The agreement represents
about a 2.5-percent increase year over
year from 2019 through 2022.

The CWA contract sets salary
ranges for both full- and part-time
personnel of the town. The 2019 full-

time range is $33,421 to $69,143,
part-time is $14.08 to $20.75 per
hour. In 2020, the full-time range is
$33,421 to $70,526 and part-time
range is $14.58 to $21.16 per hour. In
2021, the full-time range is $33,421
to $71,936 and part-time is $14.58 to
$21.58 per hour. In 2022, the full-
time range is $33,421 to $73,375 and
part-time is $15.08 to $22.02 per
hour.

Also, an ordinance to set salaries
for non-union town officers and em-
ployees was introduced by the gov-
erning body.

The town is seeking a shared-ser-
vice agreement with the county, at the
county’s expense, to have cross-bow
hunters cull the deer in sections of
town in January and February of 2020.
In the resolution, it states, “the over-
population of white-tailed deer in
Brightwood Park, the wooded area of
the conservation center and the
wooded area in the vicinity of Dela-
ware Street, Maryland Avenue and
Grandview Avenue has resulted in
over-browsing of native vegetation
in the areas, damage to greens and
ornamental vegetation and has cre-
ated safety hazards for the public.”

Councilman David Contract said
that there is approximately one acci-
dent a week involving a deer, and that
the hunt is intended to increase safety
by lowering the deer population and
lessening the amount of vehicular
accidents. The council’s Public Works
Committee had met with county rep-
resentatives to go over the program,
he said.

Residents spoke both in favor of and
in opposition to voting on a deer-man-
agement program in town. Most people
in favor of the program say that families
of deer come on to their properties and
do not show fear of them. The
homeowners, in turn, feel that they can-
not use their own yards for fear of being

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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GARWOOD WELLNESS CAMPAIGN...The Garwood Mayors Wellness Walk
was held Saturday at the Garwood Recreation Complex at the eastern end of
Myrtle Avenue. This 3K walk spotlighted Laura Bilotta, who has lived in
Garwood for the past 12 years and has participated in at least 10 marathons in
the tri-state area, qualifying for the Boston Marathon four times. Walkers of all
ages participated.
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The carriers are seeking a use
variance for the height of the mono-
pole and the proximity to the near-
est residence. Cranford requires a
440 feet minimum distance from
the closest residence and the tower
compound will be 279 feet from the
nearest home.

The site of the compound was
chosen by UCC administration, ac-
cording to Mr. Colasurdo. Other
proposed sites around the campus
were deemed unsuitable due to a
wetlands issue and shadow block-
age of solar panels. Another pro-
posed site in a parking lot, which
would have been farther from resi-
dences, was denied by the UCC
administration because it would
have reduced parking spaces. A
Cranford resident who is the trea-
surer of Holy Trinity Greek Ortho-
dox church said the college has an
agreement with the church to use
their parking lot for free and can
continue use this if necessary.

Board members and concerned resi-
dents questioned the visual impact of
this monopole. Mr. Colasurdo said
the faux pine tree will blend at a
distance. Board members Dan
Ashenbach and David Saloman asked
about various concealed monopoles
in the area, including the one visible
from the parkway near Clark and
asked if they were also meant to blend
into the surrounding area, which re-
ceived a laugh from the assembled
crowd.

When asked about the visual im-
pact from a more local level, Mr.
Colasurdo responded, “No one has

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

UCC Cell Tower Hearing
said you will not be able to see
this.” A professional planner has
produced image simulations which
would show what the proposed
monopole would look like from
various points around the neighbor-
hood. Mr. Ashenbach noted that
there were only three pictures sub-
mitted in the packet, which had no
addresses for reference, and said it
was a “limited view.”

Residents were also concerned
about the noise levels produced by
technology that would be running
24/7. Mr. Colasurdo said the deci-
bel (db) levels were tested by an
independent consultant and were
well within Cranford’s requirements
of 65 dbs for daytime and the 50 db
for residential nighttime. Even with
all three generators working in an
emergency, which is exempt from
the nighttime regulations, the deci-
bel level was tested at 56.

Another concern was the motion
sensor lights that could potentially
be set off by various wildlife in the
area. Mr. Colasurdo said he would
change the design from a motion
sensor to a switch. A technician
would have to come out with a flash-
light and switch it on, if necessary,
and the light would stay on for 60
minutes.

Due to the length of this meeting,
the other experts Mr. Colasurdo re-
ferred to will testify in future meet-
ings. The hearing will be continued
at the next board meeting on Mon-
day, December 9, at 7:30 p.m. in the
municipal building after two other
applications.

DOE: Garwood Has Taken
Steps to Ensure Kids’ Safety

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Board of Education and the public
heard a presentation at the board’s
November 19 meeting on the New
Jersey Department of Education’s
(NJDOE) findings regarding
Garwood’s School Preparedness and
Emergency Planning to address an
active-shooter scenario. Thomas
Gambino, an education program de-
velopment specialist with the
NJDOE’s Office of School Prepared-
ness and Emergency Planning, gave
the presentation.

Mr. Gambino said the NJDOE has
employed a program to check up on
New Jersey schools’ adherence to
state standards on proper procedure
during a school lockdown or emer-
gency scenario. He said the Lincoln
School administration has taken the
strategic steps necessary to ensure
student safety during an emergency
situation.

“The most important work of our
time is to keep students safe,” Mr.
Gambino said.

He told the board that Lincoln
School has implemented effective
security measures including staff dis-
playing proper identification, a se-
cure and enhanced visitor procedure,
and a partnership with the Garwood
Police Department.

Mr. Gambino said the school’s se-
curity measures can be observed “ob-
jectively” because his arrival is unan-
nounced to all school administrators
and staff. He and his staff have ob-
served more than 10,000 New Jersey
school staff members while monitor-
ing over 1,000 drills, Mr. Gambino
stated.

“Somebody is already planning the
next mass shooting. I wish it was
incorrect. Sadly, it’s the most accu-
rate,” Mr. Gambino said.

Active shooters or mass shootings
are typically not random, stated Mr.
Gambino. He said the shooter is often
involved with the venue where the
violence takes place or is related to the
target group through interpersonal re-
lationships. He said each shooting
event follows a typical pattern on what
promulgates the event’s occurrence.

For instance, he explained, the
shooter will have a grievance or a
reason for disenfranchisement with
those who will be affected. The griev-
ance phase transitions to a fantasy
phase where the shooter will picture
an act of violence to get even with or
over on those causing the shooter
mental anguish, Mr. Gambino stated.
He said the fantasy phase will de-
volve into a research-and-planning
stage, adding that the preparation
stage commences after the research-
and-planning stage.

Mr. Gambino said the preparation
stage could include the purchase, ac-
quisition or manufacture of a weapon
or explosive. The next phase often
includes a “dry run” or scouting out
the potential target ground.

Mr. Gambino said 99 percent of
shooters act alone, 96 percent are
males, 94 percent hurt a family mem-
ber, with 60 percent of shootings end-

ing before police arrive. Forty percent
of shooters commit suicide, while 28
percent of shooters are killed by po-
lice, stated Mr. Gambino, citing Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation statistics.

He said preventative measures can
be taken by family members and com-
munity members to identify a shooter
before the event takes place. Mr.
Gambino recalled a scenario where a
mother was called by a gun store in-
forming her that her son’s ammunition
was ready to be picked up but that the
mother never questioned her son.

Preventing bullying, providing
mental health services or being able
to identify mental health indicators,
providing educational resources to
students on how to react during an
emergency, and calling in possible
threats to the proper authorities could
deter the next attack, Mr. Gambino
stated.

In an unrelated discussion, during
public commentary, Councilman Ri-
chard McCormack requested the
board provide more financial trans-
parency for residents whose children
are not in the school district or who do
not have grandchildren in the school
district.

“I am not deriding or being accusa-
tory. I’m just asking, what are you
guys doing to keep those residents
informed?” Councilman McCormack
said.

The Washington School renova-
tion costs were originally projected at
more than $400,000, stated Mr.
McCormack. He said the project costs
are now projected at over $600,000.
The school, located at 500 East Street,
is rented to the Westfield YMCA as
the Garwood Family Center YMCA.

“I’m wondering how that informa-
tion would be relayed to taxpayers,”
Mr. McCormack said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford Committee
create an overall student population
increase of 99 students, stated Deputy
Mayor Ann Dooley. Ms. Dooley said
the 70-percent revenue share allows
the district to “ramp up” preparation
for any student population increases
redevelopment might catalyze.

However, she said residents should
consider the projected student popu-
lation increase will not reach 99 stu-
dents “as of September 2020,” stated
Ms. Dooley. The five-year negotiated
revenue share allows the school dis-
trict to properly discern the actual
student population increase versus an
expectation, stated Ms. Dooley. She
said the township committee in five-
years will be able to properly reflect
on municipal cost increases resulting
from redevelopment.

Mayor Giblin said he would sup-
port the ordinance, but initially did
not support a PILOT program for
several reasons. However, the mayor
said the ordinance allows for a “com-
promise,” which would not place the
municipality at odds with the school
district.

Mayor Giblin stated that the mu-
nicipality spent money opposing
court-imposed affordable-housing
restrictions on Cranford. Legal costs,
which were incurred to reduce hous-
ing density at the Birchwood site. He
said allowing both the school board
and the “future township commit-
tee” to “comeback and review” the
actual cost impacts is effective.

At the September 24, township
committee meeting, a resolution was
approved that only received “two
affirmative votes,” stated resident
Jim Carvalho in an unrelated to re-
development public commentary dis-
cussion.

“Two is a not a majority of the
committee. Two is not a majority of
the members present for that vote,”
Mr. Carvalho said.

Mr. Carvalho stated that school
board members abstaining is a “con
called abstention,” allowing a “mi-
nority to become a majority.” Dur-
ing the vote, he said four committee
members were present with Mayor
Giblin and Deputy Mayor Dooley
abstaining.

Mr. Carvalho said the township
committee bylaws are explicit in “ab-
stentions may be invoked for one
reason only to address a conflict of
interest.”

“Each of those abstentions (41 as
per Mr. Carvalho’s calculations on
abstentions enacted by committee
members this year) represents a con-
flict of interest none of those con-
flicts were disclosed,” Mr. Carvalho
stated.

Mr. Carvalho said the abstentions
he wants disclosed were pertaining
to a vote to approve the appointment
of Township Administrator Jamie
Cryan. Mr. Carvalho said he is not
opposing Mr. Cryan’s appointment
as he has had personal conversations
with Mr. Cryan and is not challeng-
ing Mr. Cryan’s characters or ability
to serve Cranford.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GW BOE
Robert Schilare with a proclamation
honoring and recognizing the
Garwood Lions Club’s 90th anni-
versary. The Garwood Lions Club is
the longest-serving or “oldest” ser-
vice organization in Garwood, not
including the Garwood Volunteer
Fire Department, stated Mayor
Todisco.

“The Lions Club is near and dear to
my heart,” said Mayor Todisco, laud-
ing the club’s commitment to those in
need and the community’s youth.

Mayor Todisco and Councilwoman
Blumenstock have been Lions Club
members for numerous years, Mayor
Todisco said. Councilwoman
Blumenstock stood next to the mayor
during the proclamation reading.
Mayor Todisco said she has been a
Lions Club member for over nine years.

“Lions are everywhere. (They are)
active in 200 countries. Their motto
is ‘We Serve,’” Mayor Todisco said.

Mayor Todisco’s grandfather, resi-
dent Frank Todisco, is recorded as
Garwood’s longest-serving member.
Frank Todisco was the Lions Club
member who recruited Ms. Briggs to
join the Garwood club, Mayor
Todisco said.

The Garwood Lions Club is active
in promoting youth recreation, in-
cluding supporting youth education
through scholarship opportunities.
On November 24, the club held its
annual pancake breakfast at The
Westwood.

“It was a great success, with many
residents coming out despite the
gloomy weather,” Councilwoman
Blumenstock said.

On Friday, December 6, the Lions
Club will celebrate the club’s 90th
anniversary at the Garwood Knights
of Columbus, stated Councilwoman
Blumenstock. Ticket prices are $35
and include beer, wine, dinner and
dancing.

“Come out and help us celebrate
the good work the Lions Club does
and honor all of our members, espe-
cially those who have passed, but
generously devoted many years of
their life to the Lions Club,” Council-
woman Blumenstock said.

The Mayor’s Breakfast will be held
this Sunday, December 1, at the
Garwood Firehouse.

harmed by deer. Those in opposition to
voting on the resolution questioned the
program. Some asked what are the hunt-
ers to do to capture and kill the deer
once a deer is hit and runs. And some
asked what happens if a deer comes on
to private property after being hit —
can the hunters come on their property?
They also asked officials to let neigh-
boring towns know of a hunt in advance
since the properties abut Cranford,
Clark, Garwood and Scotch Plains.

Kristi Trapani of Delaware Street
agreed there is a “deer problem.”

“I’m concerned about the amount
of space on that property and how we
safely execute a hunt... What happens
when a deer, after being hit, runs to a
place where it’s comfortable…?” She
said deer lounge in her backyard and
will not move. She asked if the hunt-
ers track the deer they had hit with a
bow to a person’s property, what will
the county “allow to finish it?”

“I’m concerned of hunters firing
out towards homes,” Ms. Trapani said.

Ross Katz of Pine Court asked if
this was the “most humane way to
deal with the problem.”

Darielle Walsh, who lives around
the corner from Ms. Trapani on
Grandview Avenue, said she has seen
up to some 30 deer on her property at
once, and she will not allow her grand-
children to play in the backyard any-
more for fear of what she said is the
“aggressive behavior of deer.”

Delia Collins, a 50-year resident of
Georgia Street, said, “It is a serene
area for deer to roam.” She said many
homes in Cranford and Clark, as well
as Westfield, back up to one of the
wooded areas the hunt is proposed

for, and she is concerned for people’s
safety during the hunt. She also said
she has heard the county’s hunting
program has not decreased the herds.

The Department of Public Works
was approved to purchase a hurricane
blower for leaves at a cost of $9,624.

There were four advertised hear-
ings for Community Development
Block Grants. They were: adult spe-
cial-needs program staff for the
Westfield Y, for $26,000; emergency
communication/video system for the
Westfield Y, for $15,000; Senior Citi-
zen Transportation Program, Town
of Westfield, $15,000, and to refur-
bish a gym facility and adjacent park-
ing lot at the Westfield Community
Center for $35,000.

In the mayor’s update, Mayor
Shelley Brindle said with the holi-
days approaching, she has pledged to
do 75 percent of her holiday shop-
ping locally. The Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) has holiday fes-
tivities planned starting this week-
end, and she told residents to check
the DWC website for details.

The Westfield Winter Wonderland, a
town event taking place this Sunday,
December 1, will have activities start-
ing at 3:30 p.m., with the Christmas tree
lighting at 5:30 p.m., Mayor Brindle
announced. A DJ will provide music,
and the Westfield Rink will have skate
sessions at 2:30 and 6:30 p.m.

The mayor read a proclamation hon-
oring Langston Booth, who passed away
recently. He was a longtime employee
of the Westfield Community Center.
He also was a percussionist with George
Clinton and Parliament Funkadelic,
Mayor Brindle noted.

Photo courtesy of resident of Grandview Avenue, Darielle Walsh
OH, DEER...Pictured is a herd of deer on the Grandview Avenue property of
Darielle Walsh, whose home backs up to a wooded area where deer live. The Town
of Westfield is considering having a bow hunt on certain tracts of town land to cull
deer through the Union County deer-management program.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Deer Hunt Considered
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Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CASINO NIGHT AT THE ARMORY...The Bonds of Courage “Support Our
Troops” Casino Night was held on November 23 at the Westfield Armory. The
fundraiser helps support veterans and service members of the military, including
the 102nd Cavalry Regiment of the NJ National Guard based in Westfield.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A GERMAN-STYLE CHRISTMAS...The Sangerchor Newark, a 94-year-old
German Men’s choir, sings Christmas carols at Christkindlmarkt (Christmas
market) at the Deutscher Club in Clark on Sunday.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DREAM OF A PRODUCTION...In Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School's fall play, A Midsummer Night's Dream,
characters known as the "Mechanicals" perform a play within the play for the Duke of Athens. Director Morgan Knight set
the Shakespearean classic in the 1960s and interspersed music from that era between scenes. Please see review on page 16.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IMPORTANT MEMBERS OF THE TEAM...The seldom recognized, behind-
the-scenes crew in this year's production of A Midsummer Night's Dream at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School get ready for sound and lighting cues. While these
important crew members were atop a platform in the rear of the auditorium, the
backstage crew of prop and stage managers got ready for the curtain's rise on last
Friday night's performance. Please see review on page 16.

Cougars Had Highs and Lows, Fin-
ish Football Season 5-4; Soccer Blue
Devil Boys Were in Every Game,
Finish 9-5-5; Stellar Defense Keyed
Raider Girls’ Run to Section Crown;
Cougars Struggled With “O” in Boys’
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SP-F BOE Honors Teachers,
Hears Report on Renovations

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Before the
start of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting last
Thursday evening, teachers Charlene
Hall and Christina Garcia were hon-
ored for their recent receipt of the
Frederick Hipp Foundation Award
for Excellence in Education. Both
teachers are from Brunner Elemen-
tary School.

The teachers also were awarded
grants for materials to support stu-
dent mindfulness and self-regulation
and to enforce self-calming tech-
niques.

The first purchase made from the

grant monies are special decals for
some of the hallway floors at Brunner
to help students regain mindfulness
when they are over-stimulated. The
teachers stated that the decals pro-
vide a break for the students so that
they can “get back to the classroom
ready to learn.”

Other projects the teachers are
looking into is building a mindful-
ness library and providing parent
workshops on mindfulness tech-
niques.

It was noted that only 17 of these
same awards were granted within
the state this year out of 358 applica-
tions.

In other business, Tom Potter from

Potter Architects gave a detailed pre-
sentation regarding specific mainte-
nance projects for Brunner Elemen-
tary School and Park Middle School.
Both projects address specific struc-
tural problems at the schools.

The first project Mr. Potter spoke
about was the gym project at Brunner
Elementary.

Mr. Potter stated that while it had
not been that long since gym renova-
tions were done at Brunner School,
there were some significant cracks
and floor-sloping problems that had
recently been discovered. He stated
that although a survey had been done
prior to the early 2000s’ renova-
tions, it did not catch the soft patch
of soil that was just recently discov-
ered more than 30 feet into the
ground. He stated that because of
this soft-ground portion, the soil was
not strong enough to sustain the foun-
dation of the newer gym. He also
noted that years ago there was a
pond in the back location of the
school.

In order to remedy the situation,
Mr. Potter noted that 41 helical piles
would be needed to “stabilize the
existing foundation in addition to a
new floor slab and a new gym floor.”
He stated that some of the interior
block walls need to be refinished as
well as some of the exterior brick
needing to be restored. This, Mr.
Potter estimated, would cost the dis-
trict approximately $700,000 to
$800,000, which he noted was half
the price of installing a new gym.

He added that he would recom-
mend making the corrections now
before the situation deteriorates to a
level where a new gym would need
to be constructed.

Mr. Potter concluded his talk about
the gym by stating that it would be
hard to blame the company that did
the survey for the problems because

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Scotch Plains Planning Board
Approves Subdivision Application

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The planning
board on Monday gave its approval
to an application to subdivide an ex-
isting lot and build two single-family
houses.

Cardamone Brothers Custom Homes
Inc. will raze the existing structure at
2311 Hill Road, split the 12,500-square-
foot lot into two equal-sized lots and
then build two new houses, according
to engineer Adnan Khan, who testified
at the board’s hearing. The property is
situated at the corner of Hill Road and
Marlboro Road, and both of the new

houses will face Marlboro Road. The
house to be built on the new corner lot
required a side yard setback variance,
which the board granted.

Mr. Khan said two drywells will be
installed to collect excess rain water
and added that the developer will plant
five shade trees to shield the side of the
corner house from the roadway. Rob-
ert Cardamone, vice-president of the
company, told the board he expects the
two new houses too be about 2,600 to
2,700 square feet in size.

The board engaged in an extended
discussion about whether to require
the developer to install a sidewalk in
front of the two new houses. Board
member Carla Kelly, who lives in the
neighborhood, said several streets in
the area “desperately” need sidewalks,
especially given that school children

walk to and from nearby schools.
Mayor Alexander Smith said he fa-
vored installing new sidewalks as part
of the township’s efforts to boost
safety for school children and pedes-
trians. It was pointed out, though, that
a new sidewalk would only be lo-
cated in front of the two new houses,
and not elsewhere in the neighbor-
hood. It was also noted that a new
sidewalk would need to be compliant
with federal disability regulations that
call for sloped ramps between the
sidewalk and the street.

The board’s vote to approve the
application was 7 to 2, with Mrs.
Kelly and Richard Fortunato voting
against it based in part on the side-
walk issue and also on the builder’s
plan for vinyl siding on the exterior of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Rec. Panel Discusses
Forest Rd. Park Plan

By LAUREN A. SILVA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — There was much
discussion about the Forest Road Park
Master Plan and borough events at
the Fanwood Recreation
Commission’s Tuesday night meet-
ing. The upcoming holiday celebra-
tion was discussed at length.

There were three guests at the com-
mission meeting, all of whom are
Fanwood residents. Ivan Solmahhin,
Joe Pagano and Ruth Esehak-
Gillespie were present and said they
are interested in being part of the
recreation commission. Recreation
Director Bob Budiansky said there
currently are three vacancies on the
commission. Mr. Budiansky said there
are seven permanent commission
members and four alternate mem-
bers.

Up to seven commissioners are
voting members. Mr. Budiansky ex-
plained to the three residents inter-
ested in being part of the commission
that he will pass their names along to
Mayor Colleen Mahr’s assistant, who
will prepare to get their names on the
borough council’s agenda in order for
them to be appointed to the commis-
sion. Mr. Budiansky said most ap-
pointments are made at the borough’s
January 1 reorganization meeting and
that a typical commission appoint-
ment is for a five-year term.

Mr. Budiansky spoke about a 2004
$26,000 Union County grant that was
not completely paid out. There is a
deadline to use the grant, which re-
quires the borough to match.

The commission looked into add-
ing two or four dugouts to Forest
Road Park. Mr. Budiansky spoke to
Gary Oliva from CME Associates
about this and was recently quoted a
price of $220,000 for the dugouts.

“We’re not doing it. Nothing is
getting done now with the grant. The

grant was originally for the Forest
Road Park irrigation. Borough Hall
may owe us $26,000,” Mr. Budiansky
said.

Mr. Budiansky and the commis-
sion discussed adding a fence to the
new pickleball court that is part of the
Forest Road Park master plan. Mr.
Budiansky recently spoke to Mr. Oliva
about the layout of the Forest Road
Park master plan. Mr. Oliva said the
grassy area will be about 1,000 square
feet larger than what currently exists
for the playground. He told Mr.
Budiansky that new playground
equipment is factored into the cost of
the master plan. Mr. Budiansky and
the commission were unaware of this.

“We don’t need new equipment,”
Mr. Budiansky said.

Mr. Oliva is awaiting a response
from the commission as to whether
his layout is acceptable or not. Mr.
Budiansky mentioned some safety
issues with the layout of the toddler
and older children’s swings. The rec-
reation commission voted to have
Mr. Oliva move forward with the
plans. The next step is that CME

Westfield to Consider Deer
Hunt on Town Property

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The town council
is to vote on a deer hunt management
program in the town on Tuesday,
December 10, after tabling it to find
answers to questions posed by resi-
dents at Tuesday’s council meeting.
The town council also came to a col-
lective bargaining agreement with the
PBA Local 90 and the CWA Local
1040 that, once adopted at the next
council meeting, will have the terms
retroactive to January 1, 2019.

The salaries for both the PBA and
CWA show an increase of about 2
percent from the last contract, Town
Administrator Jim Gildea told The
Westfield Leader.

The PBA’s contract sets the sala-
ries for the captain, lieutenant and
sergeant positions within the police
department in town. Effective Janu-
ary 1, 2019, a captain will earn
$144,404 annually, in January 2020,
$148,057, in 2021, $151,899, and in
2022, $155,828; a lieutenant will earn
$134,133, $137,580, $141,187 and
$144,875; a sergeant will earn
$124,899, $128,162, $131,557 and

135,028. The agreement represents
about a 2.5-percent increase year over
year from 2019 through 2022.

The CWA contract sets salary
ranges for both full- and part-time
personnel of the town. The 2019 full-
time range is $33,421 to $69,143,
part-time is $14.08 to $20.75 per
hour. In 2020, the full-time range is
$33,421 to $70,526 and part-time
range is $14.58 to $21.16 per hour. In
2021, the full-time range is $33,421
to $71,936 and part-time is $14.58 to
$21.58 per hour. In 2022, the full-
time range is $33,421 to $73,375 and
part-time is $15.08 to $22.02 per
hour.

Also, an ordinance to set salaries
for non-union town officers and em-
ployees was introduced by the gov-
erning body.

The town is seeking a shared-ser-
vice agreement with the county, at the
county’s expense, to have cross-bow
hunters cull the deer in sections of
town in January and February of 2020.
In the resolution, it states, “the over-
population of white-tailed deer in
Brightwood Park, the wooded area of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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WALK WITH A LIBRARIAN...Walk With A Librarian took place Friday at
Jerseyland Park in Scotch Plains. Pictured, from left to right, are: Scotch Plains
Mayor Al Smith, Doug Pierce, Vivian Hsu and her dog, Elliott; Librarian
Maribeth Fisher and Laura Berzofsky. They walked a few times around the path
at Jerseyland Park discussing library resources and downtown redevelopment.
The walks are suspended for the winter months, but are expected to resume in the
spring.
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Board of Education
the samples that the company took at
the level it sampled came back with
an approval. He noted that the com-
pany went down more than 30 feet,
which usually is an acceptable level
to sample.

Mr. Potter also talked about re-
placing many of the terra cotta win-
dow casings at Park Middle School.
He said they have lasted a very long
time, noting that the school was origi-
nally built in 1924 and that renova-
tions were then done in the late 1930s.

He stated that they were in need of
replacement as many of them had
rotted over the years, mostly due to
moisture.

Superintendent of Schools Joan
Mast, Ed.D., gave a brief report on
some of the ongoing Appreciation
for Diversity and an Equitable Com-
munity that had already been in place
and going on within the district.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s No Place for Hate student
group will present a “Through my
Eyes” workshop for ninth and 10th
graders.

In addition, student representatives
will attend the Joint Truth, Racial
Healing and Transformation Com-
mittee meeting in December. The
committee was established earlier
this year by the Scotch Plains Town-

ship Council.
Last week, it was reported that

during a November Board of Edu-
cation meeting, residents and stu-
dents spoke out against racism that
was reported to have been experi-
enced by students at the high school.

It was reported that a high-school
freshman made a social media post
with a picture of himself in
blackface, while standing in front
of a Confederate flag.

Statements had been made by
Scotch Plains Police Chief Ted
Conley and Fanwood Police Chief
Richard Trigo urging all Scotch
Plains and Fanwood residents to be
“responsible role models.” They
both stated that the multitude of
comments made concerning the post
attracted the attention of the New
Jersey State Police and the Federal
Department of Homeland Security.
It was reported that no actual threats
were made.

The next Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting will be
held on Thursday, December 19, at
8 p.m. The meeting will take place
in the Administration Building, lo-
cated at 512 Cedar Street, Scotch
Plains. It was noted that there is
only one meeting for the month of
December.

Jennifer Glackin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NO CELL TOWER...A young Cranford resident holds up a sign opposing the
proposed Union County College cell tower at Monday’s zoning board meeting in
Cranford.

Cell Tower  Hearing
Resumes for UCC Location

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Architect Frank
Colasurdo presented information at a
three-and-a-half hour board of adjust-
ment meeting Monday night about the
proposed cell tower at Union County
College (UCC). The cell tower would
be used by Verizon, AT&T, and T-
Mobile.

Proposed is a 148-foot monopole,
surrounded by three separate technol-
ogy cabinets (one for each carrier) and
three separate back-up diesel genera-
tors, that will be designed to look like a
faux pine tree. The 48-foot by 48-foot
compound will be enclosed by a mesh
style chain-link fence and leave room
for an additional fourth wireless carrier
if ever necessary.

The monopole will reach 28 feet
higher than the average height of the
surrounding tree canopy, which accord-
ing to Mr. Colasurdo, can be added to
by another potential carrier in the fu-
ture. Gregory Meese, attorney for the
carriers, said the future carrier could
add an extra 10 to 20 feet onto the pole
without an added variance, making the
height 168 feet.

Mr. Meese said the pole is necessary
because UCC has an obligation to con-
tact students in case of emergency and
currently there is a “deficiency in cov-
erage.” Residents questioned Mr.
Colasurdo whether he was tasked with
designing any other signal enhancing
devices on the campus such as a DAS
(Distributed Antennae System), either
indoor or outdoor, for UCC as he has
for other colleges in the state such as
Montclair State University and Rutgers
University. Mr. Colasurdo said he was
only asked to design the monopole and
other experts would testify later in the
proceedings as to why this was the
design choice.

The carriers are seeking a use vari-
ance for the height of the monopole and
the proximity to the nearest residence.
Cranford requires a 440 feet minimum
distance from the closest residence and
the tower compound will be 279 feet
from the nearest home.

The site of the compound was cho-
sen by UCC administration, according
to Mr. Colasurdo. Other proposed sites
around the campus were deemed un-
suitable due to a wetlands issue and
shadow blockage of solar panels. An-
other proposed site in a parking lot,
which would have been farther from
residences, was denied by the UCC
administration because it would have
reduced parking spaces. A Cranford
resident who is the treasurer of Holy

Trinity Greek Orthodox church said the
college has an agreement with the church
to use their parking lot for free and can
continue use this if necessary.

Board members and concerned resi-
dents questioned the visual impact of
this monopole. Mr. Colasurdo said the
faux pine tree will blend at a distance.
Board members Dan Ashenbach and
David Saloman asked about various
concealed monopoles in the area, in-
cluding the one visible from the park-
way near Clark and asked if they were
also meant to blend into the surround-
ing area, which received a laugh from
the assembled crowd.

When asked about the visual impact
from a more local level, Mr. Colasurdo
responded, “No one has said you will
not be able to see this.” A professional
planner has produced image simula-
tions which would show what the pro-
posed monopole would look like from
various points around the neighbor-
hood. Mr. Ashenbach noted that there
were only three pictures submitted in
the packet, which had no addresses for
reference, and said it was a “limited
view.”

Residents were also concerned about
the noise levels produced by technol-
ogy that would be running 24/7. Mr.
Colasurdo said the decibel (db) levels
were tested by an independent consult-
ant and were well within Cranford’s
requirements of 65 dbs for daytime and
the 50 db for residential nighttime. Even
with all three generators working in an
emergency, which is exempt from the
nighttime regulations, the decibel level
was tested at 56.

Another concern was the motion sen-
sor lights that could potentially be set
off by various wildlife in the area. Mr.
Colasurdo said he would change the
design from a motion sensor to a switch.
A technician would have to come out
with a flashlight and switch it on, if
necessary, and the light would stay on
for 60 minutes.

Due to the length of this meeting, the
other experts Mr. Colasurdo referred to
will testify in future meetings. The hear-
ing will be continued at the next board
meeting on Monday, December 9 at
7:30 p.m. in the municipal building
after two other applications.

Associates will grade, drain and work
on other environmental factors.

The borough’s holiday celebration
will be Sunday, December 8, from 3
to 5 p.m., under the holiday tent by
the North Avenue train station. Santa
will be present, along with crafts,
food, music and prizes. The borough’s
tree will be lit then as well.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Rec

Photo courtesy of resident of Grandview Avenue, Darielle Walsh
OH, DEER...Pictured is a herd of deer on the Grandview Avenue property in
Westfield of Darielle Walsh, whose home backs up to a wooded area where deer
live. The Town of Westfield is considering having a bow hunt on certain tracts of
town land to cull deer through the Union County deer-management program.

the conservation center and the
wooded area in the vicinity of Dela-
ware Street, Maryland Avenue and
Grandview Avenue has resulted in
over-browsing of native vegetation
in the areas, damage to greens and
ornamental vegetation and has cre-
ated safety hazards for the public.”

Councilman David Contract said
that there is approximately one acci-
dent a week involving a deer, and that
the hunt is intended to increase safety
by lowering the deer population and
lessening the amount of vehicular
accidents. The council’s Public Works
Committee had met with county rep-
resentatives to go over the program,
he said.

Residents spoke both in favor of
and in opposition to voting on a deer-
management program in town. Most
people in favor of the program say
that families of deer come on to their
properties and do not show fear of
them. The homeowners, in turn, feel
that they cannot use their own yards
for fear of being harmed by deer.
Those in opposition to voting on the
resolution questioned the program.
Some asked what are the hunters to
do to capture and kill the deer once a
deer is hit and runs. And some asked
what happens if a deer comes on to
private property after being hit — can
the hunters come on their property?
They also asked officials to let neigh-
boring towns know of a hunt in ad-
vance since the properties abut Cran-
ford, Clark, Garwood and Scotch
Plains.

Kristi Trapani of Delaware Street

agreed there is a “deer problem.”
“I’m concerned about the amount

of space on that property and how we
safely execute a hunt... What happens
when a deer, after being hit, runs to a
place where it’s comfortable…?” She
said deer lounge in her backyard and
will not move. She asked if the hunt-
ers track the deer they had hit with a
bow to a person’s property, what will
the county “allow to finish it?”

“I’m concerned of hunters firing
out towards homes,” Ms. Trapani said.

Ross Katz of Pine Court asked if
this was the “most humane way to
deal with the problem.”

Darielle Walsh, who lives around
the corner from Ms. Trapani on
Grandview Avenue, said she has seen
up to some 30 deer on her property at
once, and she will not allow her grand-
children to play in the backyard any-
more for fear of what she said is the
“aggressive behavior of deer.”

Delia Collins, a 50-year resident of
Georgia Street, said, “It is a serene
area for deer to roam.” She said many
homes in Cranford and Clark, as well
as Westfield, back up to one of the
wooded areas the hunt is proposed
for, and she is concerned for people’s
safety during the hunt. She also said
she has heard the county’s hunting
program has not decreased the herds.

The Department of Public Works
was approved to purchase a hurricane
blower for leaves at a cost of $9,624.

There were four advertised hear-
ings for Community Development
Block Grants. They were: adult spe-
cial-needs program staff for the
Westfield Y, for $26,000; emergency
communication/video system for the
Westfield Y, for $15,000; Senior Citi-
zen Transportation Program, Town
of Westfield, $15,000, and to refur-
bish a gym facility and adjacent park-
ing lot at the Westfield Community
Center for $35,000.

In the mayor’s update, Mayor
Shelley Brindle said with the holi-
days approaching, she has pledged to
do 75 percent of her holiday shop-
ping locally. The Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) has holiday fes-
tivities planned starting this week-
end, and she told residents to check
the DWC website for details.

The Westfield Winter Wonderland,
a town event taking place this Sun-
day, December 1, will have activities
starting at 3:30 p.m., with the Christ-
mas tree lighting at 5:30 p.m., Mayor
Brindle announced. A DJ will pro-
vide music, and the Westfield Rink
will have skate sessions at 2:30 and
6:30 p.m.

The mayor read a proclamation hon-
oring Langston Booth, who passed away
recently. He was a longtime employee
of the Westfield Community Center.
He also was a percussionist with George
Clinton and Parliament Funkadelic,
Mayor Brindle noted.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Deer Hunt

the new houses. Mrs. Kelly had pushed
for wood plank siding but Mr.
Cardamone said that would add about
$50,000 to his building costs.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Mayor, Council Say BOE
Politicized Sub Teacher Vote

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Mayor Sara Todisco
and several council members pledged
their support at Monday’s borough coun-
cil meeting to Councilwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock and Councilman Russell
Graham who did not receive an approv-
ing vote by the Garwood board of educa-
tion to be hired as Lincoln School substi-
tutes at last week’s board of education
meeting. The board of education made
the decision by an official vote at the
November 18 board meeting.

Mr. Graham had served as a Lincoln
School substitute for four years until with-
drawing from the position. Council-
woman Blumestock is a certified teacher

who has worked in several other school
districts.

“Politics shouldn’t enter into the deci-
sion. Especially when people are quali-
fied,” Councilman Marc Lazarow said.

Councilman Lazarow said it should be
noted either applicant had relevant certi-
fications or had been doing the job previ-
ously.

“I feel for our council members who
wanted to just help out the school,” Coun-
cilman Lazarow said.

Mayor Todisco said the council mem-
bers were voted down “simply” because
they held elected office.

“You (Councilman Richard
McCormack) and Marc Lazarow got it
completely backwards. They don’t want
to politicize it,” said resident Bruce Pater-
son.

Mr. Paterson said he had spoken at the
board of education meeting expressing
concerns that two council members were
set to be hired as substitute teachers.

“This past election cycle it seemed the
board of ed. was being politicized,” Mr.
Paterson said.

Mr. Paterson stated that the vote was
made by eight individuals who discussed
how the board could be politicized and
they made that decision. He said the “safe
vote” keeps political influence out of the
district.

“I’m disappointed you guys would even
say that,” said Mr. Paterson referring to
council’s comments suggesting the board
of education’s decision was political.

Councilman McCormack, during his
school board liaison report, said he would
like the board of education to show more
transparency in their financial decision-
making processes. Mr. McCormack said
the board of education should mimic a
similar transparency, which the council
displays with town halls on major issues
and project decisions.

“We (Mayor and council) go over and
beyond here,” Councilman McCormack
said in referring to the council’s transpar-
ency.
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North Improvement, LLC Pop-Up Shop! 

 
After a lifetime of involvement in the local community, Hayden 

and Joe Kopser are extremely excited to bring their digital 
insurance brokerage to you with a 6-day pop-up shop in 

Westfield, the first week of December! 
 

Come for the free donuts, coffee & giveaways, stay for the insurance! 
 

When? 
 

Mon 12/2 - Thu 12/5:               Fri 12/6:                        Sat 12/7: 
 
   9:00am – 6:00pm          1:00pm – 6:00pm            9:00am – 6:00pm 

 
 Where? 

 
220 Lenox Ave, Westfield, NJ 07090 (Business Energy - Downstairs) 

 
What? 

 
We can help you, your family, and your business become better protected 

with: 
 

• Free insurance policy reviews and discussions 
 

• Free risk consultations for families & businesses 
 

• Competitive quotes from dozens of industry leading insurance providers 
 

• Cybersecurity advice and insurance solutions 

Elizabeth Man Arrested
In Cranford Burglaries

Kean, Bramnick: Thousands
Could Lose Jobs Under

Independent Contractor bill
TRENTON – Senate Republican

Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. and
Assembly Republican Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (both R-21st,
Westfield) have criticized Democrat
efforts to ruin the ‘gig economy,’
where many people use independent
contractor jobs to supplement in-
come.

Mr. Kean warned of the unintended
consequences of legislation that
would deem independent contractors
to be employees under state law and
said he plans to oppose the bill.

“My phone has been ringing off the
hook with calls from people who are
genuinely afraid of losing their liveli-
hoods and their companies as a result
of this proposed change to how inde-
pendent contractors are treated under
New Jersey law,” Mr. Kean said.

Mr. Kean said legislation that
would classify independent contrac-
tors as employees could have se-
vere consequences that would cost
thousands of jobs and harm busi-
ness.

“Many people choose to work as
independent contractors to have the
freedom to work how and when they
want, or to earn extra income through
a side gig or hobby. There’s a real
concern that many of those economic
opportunities would disappear if in-
dependent contractors, who may only
perform a single service or work a
few hours a week or month, were
required to be treated as employees

with all of the resulting rules and
regulations that apply to regular, full-
time employees of a business,” he
said. “For many people, this legisla-
tion will deprive them of an impor-
tant choice in how they work, elimi-
nate income-earning opportunities,
and make it even harder to survive in
New Jersey.”

The legislation, S-4204, was intro-
duced this month and has already
been approved by the Senate Labor
Committee. Mr. Kean said it appears
the legislation has been fast-tracked
for approval during the lame-duck
session of the Legislature.

“This attempt by politicians to re-
engineer the gig economy reduces
job opportunities for those who, again,
need them the most,” Mr. Bramnick
responded. “These are moms and dads
looking to better their income or sim-
ply earn enough to afford the high
taxes Democrats force them to pay.
This one-size-fits-all policy is bad for
the New Jersey economy.”

Mr. Bramnick noted that other than
ride-sharing drivers, workers such as
truckers, journalists, childcare work-
ers, landscapers, hairdressers, musi-
cians and others could be at risk of
losing income.

Among other independant contrac-
tor jobs are carpenters, accountants,
construction managers, delivery truck
drivers, painters and construction
maintenance positions.

A freelance writer from South Jer-
sey wrote in the Philadelphia In-
quirer how she will have to leave the
state or risk losing half her income.
Another article on 101.5 FM noted
that many working parents use inde-
pendent contractor gigs for the flex-
ible hours and supplemental income
that address their needs.

CRANFORD — An Elizabeth man
is in custody and charged in connec-
tion with five commercial vehicle
burglaries that occurred over the span
of two days in Cranford last week,
resulting in thousands of dollars’
worth of work tools being stolen,
acting Union County Prosecutor
Lyndsay V. Ruotolo and Cranford
Police Chief Ryan Greco jointly an-
nounced Friday.

Steven Cuartas, 30, has been
charged with five counts of third-
degree burglary and single counts of
third-degree theft, fourth-degree
criminal mischief, and two minor drug
offenses.

An investigation by the Cranford
Police Department that expanded to
involve the newly created Intelli-
gence-Driven Investigation and
Prosecution Unit of the Prosecutor’s
Office revealed that the various ve-
hicle burglaries took place on Thurs-
day, November 14 and Friday, No-
vember 15, affecting vehicles parked
on the 200 block of Bloomingdale
Avenue, the 300 block of North Av-
enue East, and the 500 block of
Claremont Place, as well as near the
intersection of Casino Avenue and
Claremont Place, and the intersec-

tion of Pacific Avenue and Locust
Drive. All of the burglarized vehicles
were commercial work trucks, and
the items stolen from them included
various tools with a combined esti-
mated value of approximately
$4,350.

With the Roselle Park and Union
police departments also assisting, the
investigation resulted in Cuartas be-
ing identified as a suspect in the case,
and he was arrested without incident
by members of the participating agen-
cies outside his home on the 100
block of Chilton Street in Elizabeth
on Wednesday, November 20. A
search of his vehicle conducted later
in the day revealed numerous tools,
some believed to be stolen, according
to a press release from the prosecutor’s
office.

Cuartas was lodged in the Union
County jail pending a detention hear-
ing scheduled to take place in state
Superior Court. Additional criminal
charges against this defendant are
possible, and anyone with informa-
tion about his activities is being asked
to contact Cranford Police Depart-
ment Detective Spencer Durkin at
(908) 709-7346 or Detective Robert
Jordan at (908) 709-4124.

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Sheriff’s K9 Caesar to Get
Donation of Body Armor

COUNTY — Union County
Sheriff’s Office K9 Caesar will re-
ceive a bullet and stab protective vest
thanks to a charitable donation from
non-profit organization Vested Inter-
est in K9s, Inc. K9 Caesar’s vest is
sponsored by Julie Tropeano of
Lincroft, and will be embroidered
with the sentiment “In memory of
Mark Hratko.” Delivery is expected
within eight to 10 weeks.

K9 Caesar is a 2-year-old German
shepard who is certified in patrol and
narcotics work and is partnered with
Officer Nelson Agurto. Caesar be-
came a member of the Union County
Sheriff’s Office in May 2018, began
his formal police training in July 2018
and successfully completed training
with Officer Agurto in December
2018.

The Union County Sheriff’s Office
K-9 Search and Rescue Unit was
formed in 1983 and has provided
assistance to county and regional law
enforcement agencies for over 35

years. UCSO is home to a regional
K9 training academy that has gradu-
ated nearly 1,000 K9-handler teams
in patrol, scent and explosives detec-
tion certification. The Unit provides
services to all law enforcement agen-
cies in Union County, is a member of
the New Jersey Detect and Render
Safe Task Force and regularly assists
various federal agencies in support of
their law enforcement efforts. The
UCSO K9 Unit additionally served
with distinction in the aftermath of
the attacks on 9/11, searching at
Ground Zero.

Vested Interest in K9s, Inc. is a
501c (3) charity located in East
Taunton, Mass. whose mission is to
provide bullet and stab protective
vests and other assistance to dogs of
law enforcement and related agen-
cies throughout the United States.The
non-profit was established in 2009
to assist law enforcement agencies
with this potentially lifesaving body
armor for their four-legged K9 offic-
ers.

The donation to provide one pro-
tective vest for a law enforcement
K9 is $950. Each vest has a value
between $1,744 and $2,283 and a
five-year warranty, and an average
weight of four to five pounds. There
is an estimated 30,000 law enforce-
ment K9s throughout the United
States.

For more information or to learn
about volunteer opportunities, please
call (508) 824-6978. Vested Interest
in K9s, Inc. provides information,
lists events, and accepts tax-deduct-
ible donations of any denomination
at www.vik9s.org or mailed to P.O.
Box 9 East Taunton, MA 02718.

CAESAR GETS PROTECTIVE VEST...Union County Sheriff’s K9 Caesar will
receive a bullet and stab protective vest thanks to a charitable donation from non-
profit organization Vested Interest in K9s, Inc., based out of East Taunton, Mass.
The 2-year-old German shepard is certified in patrol and narcotics work and is
partnered with Officer Nelson Agurto.
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TREE TEAM...Members of the U.S. Navy Sea Cadets Youth Group, Westfield
Area YMCA Leaders Club and the Westfield Crew Team join the Y Men to unload
the first delivery of trees for the tree lot this year.

Y Men Kick Off Tree Sale
This Saturday In Westfield

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Y Men’s Club Annual Christ-
mas Tree Sale has been a community
tradition since 1947, with all pro-
ceeds benefiting local charities and
organizations.

This year’s tree selection includes
top-quality Fraser Firs and Balsam
Firs, as well as a new hybrid tree
called a “Fralsam.” This is grown in
Vermont and combines the needle
longevity of a Fraser with the ever-
green smell of a Balsam. The Y Men’s
Club describes it as a “very full and
long-lasting tree.”

Sizes range from three-foot “table-
top” Balsams all the way up to 12-
foot Balsams. Also available are
wreathes, evergreen roping, grave
covers and tree stands.

The tree lot is located on the Elm
Street Athletic Field, across from Stop
& Shop. Opening day is this Satur-
day, November 30, and the sale con-
tinues through Monday, December
23, or until the trees run out. Lot
hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Satur-
days and Sundays; 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

Selling Christmas trees has been
the club’s primary fund-raising
method. Since its inception, the Y
Men have raised more than $2.5 mil-
lion for community charitable dona-
tions.

Some of the many organizations
that have benefited from the money
raised include the Westfield United
Fund, Caring Contact, Children’s
Specialized Hospital, Imagine, Re-
solve Community Counseling Cen-

ter, the Scotch Plains and Westfield
Rescue Squads, Westfield Crew,
Master Gardeners Club and the
Westfield Area YMCA.

For more information, visit
westfieldynj.org/get-involved/com-
munity-partners/ys-mens-club/ or
visit the club on Facebook at Westfield
Area Y’s Men’s Club Christmas Tree
Sale.

Bill Calls for Study on
Police Pursuit Rules
TRENTON — A resolution urging

the state attorney general to launch a
study of New Jersey’s guidelines for
police pursuits cleared the Law and
Public Safety Committee on Novem-
ber 18.

The measure, SR153, seeks a re-
view of the vehicular pursuit policy,
most recently revised in 2009.

Under the resolution, the study
would prompt recommendations re-
garding the use of emergency ve-
hicle lights and sirens, and speeding
not involving a police chase, impor-
tant considerations not addressed in
the current 10-year-old policy.

A New Jersey corrections officer
died in August when a vehicle driven
by a fleeing suspect crashed into his
car in Newark. In 2006, a police chase
in Cape May County led to a crash
that killed two teenage sisters.

A newspaper report on police chase
fatalities, published four years ago,
said 187 people died in pursuits in
New Jersey since 1979. The statistic
was attributed to the Fatality Analysis
Reporting System maintained by the
National Highway Safety Adminis-
tration.

Sierra Club to Hold
Holiday Party Dec. 11
REGION — The New Jersey Si-

erra Club Loantaka Group’s annual
holiday party will be held Wednes-
day, December 11 from 7:30 to 9 p.m.
atthe  Library of The Chathams, 214
Main Street, Chatham, NJ.

The event is an opportunity Social-
ize with members and guests while
enjoying holiday goodies. Ken Dolsky
from EmpowerNJ will be the guest
speaker. He will give an update on
proposed New Jersey pipelines and
power plants. Snacks and beverages
will be provided. If possible, attend-
ees are asked to RSVP to
loantakasc@gmail.com.

The event is free and open to the
public. For more information call
(908) 233-2414.
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Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
www.jonbramnick.com

CALL

JON BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Lawyer
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Focus On 2020 With A
Complimentary

Financial Review

Complimentary
Financial Review

County Buys 112 Park Dr.
Next to Nomahegan Park

Bill to Eliminate Driver’s
License Suspensions for

Some Crimes OK’d by Panel
TRENTON – A bill that would elimi-

nate mandatory driver’s license sus-
pensions as a penalty for various crimes
and offenses that are in no way related
to safely operating a motor vehicle
was approved last Thursday by the
Assembly Appropriations Committee.
The legislation is sponsored by As-
semblyman James Kennedy (D-22nd,
Rahway) and two other lawmakers.

“Driver’s licenses should not be
suspended for an offense unrelated to
the ability to safely operate a motor
vehicle,” Mr. Kennedy said. “We’ve
seen too many people get caught up in
the vicious cycle of not being able to
get a license because they can’t pay

fines, but they can’t get to and from
work to earn money to pay the fines if
they can’t get a license.”

A state Supreme Court committee
recently studied the issue of license
suspension for failure to pay fines and
produced a report that concluded mu-
nicipal courts’ excessive use of license
suspensions and bench warrants to
collect money, “never-ending” fines
that impact poor residents the most,
and discretionary penalties doled out
for contempt of court with little over-
sight leaves the public with the per-
ception that municipal ticketing has
far more to do with generating revenue
than making sure justice is served.

The court would still have discre-
tion in child support-related warrants
and retains the authority to suspend a
driver’s license if, after notice and a
hearing, the court finds the suspen-
sion is warranted.

The bill, A-5191, would eliminate
a driver’s license suspension as a
penalty for convictions of the follow-
ing crimes and offenses: underage
possession or consumption of alco-
holic beverages on public or private
property and underage purchase of
alcoholic beverages (six months);
certain disorderly persons or petty
disorderly persons offenses for con-
trolled dangerous substance violations
for which the defendant was placed
on supervisory treatment (six months
to two years unless compelling cir-
cumstances warrant an exception);
crimes for which certain fines, as-
sessments, or restitution are imposed
and the defendant is in default with-
out good cause (suspension until past
payments are made); underage gam-
bling (six months); illegal disposal of
solid waste or illegal use of a solid
waste vehicle to transport fresh food
(six months to one year); failure to
pay motor vehicle violation sur-
charges (suspension until 5 percent
of the outstanding surcharges is paid
or an installment payment plan is
established); illegal possession of a
controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle (two years);

Abandoning a motor vehicle on a
highway (two to five years); failure to
respond to a failure to appear notice
or failure to pay a parking judgment
(suspension until payment is satis-
fied); failure to appear in municipal
court (suspension until matter is ad-
judicated) or failure to satisfy a con-
dition of the sentence, such as pay an
assessed fine or perform community
service (suspension until condition is
satisfied); initiating a false public
alarm committed by a juvenile (six
months); and failure of an indigent
defendant to comply with terms of an
installment payment plan for a mo-
tor-vehicle traffic violation or park-
ing offense.

The bill will now head to the
Assembly Speaker for further re-
view.

COUNTY – Union County offi-
cially closed on the acquisition of
112 Park Drive in Cranford on Fri-
day morning. The property consists
of an “elbow” of land and a street
that protrude into Nomahegan Park.
It is currently occupied by an aban-
doned house. Now under county
ownership, the house and its accom-
panying section of street will be re-
moved.

The .59-acre parcel was purchased
with $515,000 from the Union County
Open Space, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Trust Fund.

“Adding land for public recreation
is a rare achievement in our densely
developed area,” said Freeholder
Chair Bette Jane Kowalski, a Cranford
resident. “This small but significant
parcel will improve a popular walk-
ing trail and add more than a half-acre
to the natural habitat in the park,
while removing a neighborhood eye-
sore.”

“Completing the trail will make a
significant difference to Union
County residents and visitors, and it
is a great benefit for participants in
organized walk-run events that take
place in the park.

“This purchase provides a won-
derful example of the impact that
the Trust Fund has on the Union
County community, as we strive to
create more recreation opportuni-
ties for the public and preserve our
natural heritage for future genera-
tions,” said Freeholder Sergio
Granados, who is chairman of the
Trust Fund.

“Recreational space has been a pri-
ority of the Cranford Township Com-
mittee. We greatly appreciate the ef-
forts of Freeholder Chair Kowalski,
Open Space Chair Freeholder
Granados, and the Union County Free-
holders to acquire this property and
expand recreational space at

Nomahegan Park. We look forward
to much needed beautification of the
property,” said Cranford Mayor
Patrick Giblin.

The Nomahegan trail is a paved
pathway that meanders through the
park. At the southern end it is inter-
rupted by Park Drive, which curves
around the abandoned house. Trail
users – including walkers, joggers,
skaters, and cyclists of all ages – must
enter the street to continue on to the
other end of the trail.

The house at 112 Park Drive was
vacated in 2007. Union County ex-
pressed interest in purchasing the
property as early as 2010. Periodic
negotiations with the owners contin-
ued until last summer, when an agree-
ment was reached.

Nomahegan Park hosts athletic
fields, a lake where fishing is per-
mitted, fitness equipment and a
playground, as well as paved path-
ways and forested areas. The
Rahway River also runs through
the park.

Union County was one the first
counties in the U.S. to establish a
county-owned system of public
parks. Union County’s park system
began construction in the 1920’s,
after local preservationists became
concerned over rapid development
in the area.

The Union County park system has
grown to include 36 parks totaling
more than 6,700 acres.

2 Categories Proposed
For Driver’s Licenses
TRENTON – Assemblywoman

Annette Quijano (D-20th, Elizabeth)
released the following statement on
Monday regarding her bill, A-4743,
which creates two categories of
driver’s licenses and identification
cards, allows residents unable to prove
lawful presence in U.S. to receive
permits, and standard driver’s licenses
or identification cards:

 “I am pleased to announce that the
Assembly Judiciary Committee has
scheduled a hearing for December 9,
2019 at which time the panel will con-
sider my legislation to allow all eligible
residents in New Jersey to obtain a
driver’s license. We have worked ex-
haustively to draft a fair, comprehen-
sive and responsible bill. I thank all of
the advocates and stakeholders that have
helped craft this legislation and I look
forward to hearing from all interested
parties on December 9.”

Assembly Passes Bill to
Restore Voting Rights
To Persons on Parole
TRENTON – A bill restoring vot-

ing rights to individuals on parole or
probation was passed 46-23-1 by the
full State Assembly on Monday.

The bill, A-5823, would remove
the prohibition on voting by persons
on parole and/or probation convicted
for an indictable offense under any
federal or state laws, which in New
Jersey are offenses for crimes of the
fourth through first degree.

The bill also repeals statutory pro-
visions that permit a person to chal-
lenge a voter’s right to vote in an
election on grounds that the voter is
disenfranchised due to a criminal con-
viction; require the commissioner of
registration in each county to com-
pare voter registration records with
criminal conviction records to pre-
vent disenfranchised persons from
voting and registering to vote and
criminalize the act of voting while
disenfranchised.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ACQUIRED BY COUNTY...This property at 112 Park Drive in Cranford is to be
purchased by the County of Union and will be used as part of Nomahegan Park,
a county park. The home has sat vacant for more than a decade and is located at
the end of one side of the park leading to a path in the neighboring woods.
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Westfield Holds Forum on
School Safety at Edison

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Mass school vio-
lence is not a new phenomenon, the
deadliest such event occurring in 1927
in Bath, Mich.; however, in the wake
of Columbine, Parkland and
Newtown, and with an armed man
arrested in June in the parking lot of
Tamaques Elementary School, school
safety remains a top priority for many
in Westfield.

“School security is everyone’s re-
sponsibility,” said Superintendent
Margaret Dolan, Ed.D., at a school
safety forum last week at Edison
Intermediate School. It was an idea
echoed by all safety presenters.
Westfield Police Chief Christopher
Battiloro said that the relationship
between the Westfield Police and
the school district is “unprecedented
in presence and cooperation” in the
wake of the “eye-opening” incident
at Tamaques last June. Police offic-
ers perform two unannounced sweeps
at each district school, every day.
These sweeps cover every floor of
the school and the grounds and often
take an hour to complete. As such,
the police officers are becoming a
fixture at the local schools, often
participating in school events while
there.

This is in addition to the new secu-
rity measures such as 24-hour ad-
vance appointments, outdoor drop-
off bins, and updated staff training
the district has put in place, as previ-
ously reported in The Westfield
Leader.

Jeff Gale and Tom Gambino from
the New Jersey Department of
Education’s Office of School Pre-
paredness and Emergency Planning
presented facts during the Novem-
ber 20 forum about perpetrators,
emergency response and preven-
tion of school violence. A school
shooting is characterized as any
time a gun goes off on school
grounds and there is a person in-
jured as a result.

According to Mr. Gale’s presen-
tation, 68 percent of school
shootings are carried out with a le-
gal gun the shooter has taken from a
family member. He also said 99
percent of shootings involve a single
shooter and 96 percent of shooters
are male.

Both school-safety experts said
drills are important preparation for
responding to emergencies.

“New Jersey has the most progres-
sive drill law in the country,” said Mr.

Gale, requiring one fire and one safety
drill per month. Drills are not just for
students. Law enforcement also runs
active-shooter trainings to enhance
their response. Chief Battiloro said
the Westfield Police Department re-
cently ran an active-shooter training
at McKinley Elementary School over
the fall break, even using non-lethal
ammunition to create as real an envi-
ronment as possible.

Security is all about layers, said
Mr. Gale. One very important layer
is to keep visitors to a minimum,
and employing an appointment
policy, like the one Westfield has, is
key.

Other possible layers of security,
which were previously examined by
the Westfield Board of Education
and decided against at this time;
School Resource Officers (SROs),
Visitor Management Systems and
double entry vestibules also were
discussed. Each layer has its merit,
said Mr. Gale, but they can be costly
and towns are constrained by their
budgets.

Chief Battiloro said that he is try-
ing to “strike the balance” between
those in town who feel very strongly
about having SROs in the schools
versus those who do not. Superinten-
dent Dolan added, “it is our job to
listen to the recommendations from
various safety experts and sift through
them to find the right balance for the
school district.”

Both Mr. Gale and Chief Battiloro
said that responses cannot solely be
reactionary. Threat assessment is a
large part of police training, but law
enforcement cannot be solely re-
sponsible for this. Ninety-one per-
cent of the time a shooter has talked
about this with someone, according
to Mr. Gambino. Attackers want no-
toriety, said Mr. Gale, and will leave
“legacy tokens” — messages on
social media. These also should be
reported to authorities as soon as
possible.

Mr. Gambino added, “If you see
odd behaviors, tell the police. It
might be the missing piece of the
puzzle.”
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Opining For President Trump’s
Conduct Inducing Impeachment

What Have We Come To? The Way
Impeachment Is Being Conducted

Senator Booker, Late Show with Seth
Meyers, July 21,2019, “My testosterone
sometimes makes me want to feel like
punching him (President Trump).” 18
United States Code, Section 871 (a),
“Whoever knowingly and willingly threat-
ens to inflict bodily harm upon the Presi-
dent shall be fined under this title or
imprisoned not more than five years, or
both.”

The impeachment inquiry is unjusti-
fied. Under the Best Evidence Rule the
White House official transcript of the
telephone call between President Trump
and President Zelensky is the best evi-
dence of what they had said. Under Fed-
eral Rule of Evidence 1003 there is no
“genuine question raised about (the
transcript’s) authenticity.”

President Trump is being denied pro-
cedural due process.

Nearly all the testimony is inadmis-
sible under Federal Rules of Evidence
805 because none of the exceptions to the
hearsay rule listed in Rules 803 and 804
(b) apply!

Chairman Schiff is not impartial. “We
will send that charlatan in the White
House back to the golden throne he came
from....” 28 United States Code 455, “Any
justice, judge, or magistrate judge of the
United States shall disqualify himself in
any proceeding in which his impartiality
might reasonably be questioned.”

President Trump is not being accorded
the presumption of innocence. Represen-
tative Malinowski, ‘...this is the rare con-
gressional investigation where most of
the facts are in before we start.”

The inquiry is partisan. Representative
Al Green, “We have to impeach him
otherwise he’s going to win the election.”
Charles Pinckney warned the Constitu-
tional Convention that Congress might
use impeachment as “a rod over the Ex-
ecutive and by that means effectively
destroy his independence.”

The inquiry arrogates the exclusive
power of the President in Article II, Sec-
tion 2(2) of the Constitution to make and
conduct foreign policy, including the right
to fire diplomats at will and the right to
criticize them in public. Then Secretary
of State Thomas Jefferson, “The transac-
tion of business with foreign nations is
executive altogether. It belongs, then, to
the head of that department, except as to
such portions of it as are specially sub-
mitted to the Senate. Exceptions are to be
strictly construed.” Foreign Service In-
stitute, “A U.S. ambassador...serves as
the personal representative of the Presi-
dent of the United States.” Diplomats are
not representing the President when they
express they express their personal opin-
ion in public. That would be insubordina-
tion.

The inquiry endangers diplomacy.
“Leuven Center for Global Governance
Studies, “Secrecy and confidentiality are

an integral part of diplomatic
relations...The preservation of a culture
of secrecy is considered necessary to en-
able diplomats to earn the trust of diplo-
matic partners...on matters of diplomacy,
the obligations of executives to justify
their decisions and implementation to
parliaments seem less demanding than
for other policies....”

The inquiry distracts the public from
important problems facing the country
and hinders the duty of Congress under
Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution ‘to
provide for the common defense and the
general welfare.”

No court of law is conducted the way
the impeachment hearing is being con-
ducted. A motorist with a parking ticket
has more rights than are accorded the
President of the United States of
America!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

A recent letter to the editor poses ques-
tions about the constitutional propriety of
the ongoing impeachment. He opines that
“the ability of the President to conduct
foreign policy” is at stake.

No one is questioning the ability of the
President to conduct foreign policy.
Rather, the issue is the suborning of for-
eign policy goals through the injection of
calculations of personal political gain
into the affairs of state.

Article Two, Section Four of the United
States Constitution provides that: “The
President, Vice-President and all civil
Officers of the United States, shall be
removed from Office on Impeachment
for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery,
or other High crimes and Misdemean-
ors.”

The Founders’ conception of bribery
was derived from English law, under
which bribery was understood as an
officeholder’s abuse of the power of an

office to obtain a private benefit rather
than for the public interest.

This definition not only encompasses
President Trump’s conduct — it practi-
cally defines it. The President stands ac-
cused of conditioning official acts – A
White House meeting desperately wanted
by the President of a small country, an
ally, at war with Russia; and the release of
Congressionally approved military aid to
that country – for something of personal
value – dirt on a potential rival in the
2020 Presidential election.

The behavior of the President and his
subordinates left Congress with no choice
but to conduct a proper investigation to
determine whether articles of impeach-
ment should be brought forward for de-
bate, and vote, in the way the Constitu-
tion provides.

Mervyn Turner
Scotch Plains

WHS Social Studies Of
Minority Experience
We encourage the Westfield Board

of Education to approve the new elec-
tive history course for the high school
that studies the minority experience
within the scope of American history.
Examining historical and contempo-
rary issues pertaining to racial and
ethnic minorities through the perspec-
tive or viewpoint of those minorities
is an excellent step towards the schol-
arly approach that will be expected of
our students in their college history
classes. We fully endorse this pro-
posed course -- Power, Privilege and
Imbalance in American Society -- and
applaud the forward-thinking ap-
proach of the WHS Social Studies
Department that worked to create it.

Elizabeth Wolf, President
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Associa-

tion of Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Micropterous – Short-winged or

short-finned
2. Dagoba – Buddhist monumental

structure containing the relics of Buddha
3. Superalimentation – Excess eating
4. Atheroma – An encysted tumor,

containing cheesy matter

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

BROSE
1. Very bright green shade
2. A thick porridge made by mixing

boiling water or liquid with meal
3. Speaking rapidly
4. Drawn up so that it does not touch

the ground; elevated
INDABA

1. Cannibalism
2. In South Africa, an outsider; a for-

eigner
3. Oiled leather, worn by lumbermen

and trappers
4. A conference among South Ameri-

can tribes
DERMESTES

1. Thick skinned; obese
2. Ringworm
3. The first Greek warrior to be slain at

the seige of Troy
4. A genus of insects whose larvae

devour dead bodies
ZEL

1. A kind of Oriental cymbal
2. In Hinduism, animate beings
3. An instrument for trimming roofing

slates
4. South American freshwater electric

eel

Ring In the Holiday Season By
Supporting Our Local Merchants

Bills Aimed at Independent Employees
Is Another NJ State Money Grab

Well, it’s official...the winter holiday season is upon us.
Our barely-digested Thanksgiving turkey is about to give
way to another time-honored tradition across America:
Black Friday. Hang on to your Santa hats, everybody —
this whirlwind season is about to gain some serious mo-
mentum.

For those of you keeping count, there are now 26
shopping days left until Christmas Day, and 23 days before
Hanukkah begins at sundown on Sunday, December 22.

While the air is always filled with anticipation and glee
this time of year, many of us also find ourselves navigating
a dizzying array of retail establishments and websites in
search of those perfect gifts. Malls house a wide range of
stores under one roof — not to mention that obligatory visit
with St. Nick — but good luck finding a parking space!

Of course online shopping has its advantages — no
venturing out into the cold, standing in long lines or
dealing with parking hassles. However, as we customar-
ily remind our readers in conjunction with Black Friday,
there is another alternative to sprawling crowded retail
outlets: your local downtown.

The business districts of Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Mountainside, Cranford, Garwood and Summit
each feature an array of establishments where shoppers
will likely find gifts for everyone on their list — grownups,
kids, their office grab bag.

These merchants, many of whom have been a fixture in
their community for generations, offer a potpourri of
wares. Merchandise to be found runs the gamut from
clothing, shoes and accessories, to jewelry and cosmetics,

to home décor and cooking items. Other downtown shops
contain edible delights, wine and spirits, stationery, spe-
cialty items and pet products, among so much more.

Nestled among them are various restaurants, coffee
shops, ice cream parlors and bakeries in which to relax
and enjoy some refreshments, along with salons, spas and
other service providers eager to help you look and feel
your very best in time for the holidays.

We also wish to spotlight our area thrift and consignment
shops, where sales benefit local charities, and which are
operated by volunteers. Among them are the Westfield
Service League Thrift and Consignment Shops, both lo-
cated at 114 Elmer Street, Westfield; the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Service League Thrift Shop, 1741 East Second
Street, Scotch Plains; The Hope Chest, 26 Prospect Street,
Westfield, which benefits the Center for Hope Hospice and
Palliative Care; the Jumble Store, operated by the Junior
League of Elizabeth-Plainfield, 110 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford, and Best Friend Thrift Shop, 1750 East Second
Street, Scotch Plains, which supports homeless pets.

We encourage all our local holiday shoppers to make
at least some of their purchases at these shops, which
promote the true meaning of the holidays all year long
through their efforts on behalf of the less fortunate
among us.

Our downtowns are truly the backbone of our commu-
nities, and we urge everyone to give back by patronizing
these local merchants, not just during the holidays but
throughout the year. We wish all our readers a happy,
healthy and prosperous holiday season.

Legislation in Trenton aimed at employers who Gover-
nor Phil Murphy claims are using independent contractors
instead of classifying them as employees actually is hav-
ing the reverse effect that could end up costing thousands
of employees their jobs, from delivery drivers to home
health aides to freelance journalists and photographers.

Last week, the Assembly Labor Committee approved a
package of bills it claims in a press release, “address the
unlawful practice of improperly classifying workers as
independent contractors, rather than as employees.” The
bills are a product of Mr. Murphy’s Task Force on Em-
ployee Misclassification. The committee claims that, “the
failure to properly classify construction employees re-
sulted in state income taxes not being paid for up to $11
million in off-the-books employment and nearly $9 mil-
lion from employment of misclassified workers.”

The fallout locally has been swift, with Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, the Republi-
can minority leaders in the Statehouse, fielding loads of
calls from folks who depend on income from these profes-
sions.

“My phone has been ringing off the hook with calls from
people who are genuinely afraid of losing their livelihoods
and their companies as a result of this proposed change to
how independent contractors are treated under New Jer-
sey law,” Mr. Kean said.

“These are moms and dads looking to better their
income or simply earn enough to afford the high taxes
Democrats force them to pay. This one-size-fits-all policy
is bad for the New Jersey economy,” added Mr. Bramnick.

The Governor and his task force accuse employers of

skirting income taxes and other employee benefits such as
Social Security payments by using 1099s for independent
contractors rather than W2 for employees.

The problem is independent contractors, such as the
bulk of reporters and photographers for this newspaper,
are not hourly employees. They are paid per assignment.
Many magazines use freelance professionals. Many of
our staff over the years have been stay-at-home moms or
those with daytime jobs in different fields who are paid to
cover everything from an evening town meeting to a high-
school football game or weekend play. They like being
able to use their creativity while being able to take
assignments when they are available.

Why is this any business of the state to dictate how a
person earns a living? And why have they decided to ram
this through during the Legislature’s lame-duck session?
But wait. We know the answer to that: It’s another money
grab from a Governor who loves to spend other people’s
money. The thing is that in his effort to get millions of
dollars in taxes from large companies like Uber and Lyft,
he is hurting New Jersey journalists, child-care workers,
truckers, landscapers and hairdressers.

“This bill isn’t about just Uber and Lyft,” Laurie
Ehlbeck, New Jersey State director for the National
Federation of Independent Business, told The Washing-
ton Examiner. “This dangerous legislation ties the hands
of every aspiring entrepreneur in the state who owns their
own company, including subcontractors with employees
who sell their services to another business.”

We urge everyone to call their lawmakers and urge them
to oppose this Trenton money grab.

ENJOYING SWEET VICTORY...Westfield resident Bob Cozzolina and his
grandson Jake watched the Jets thrash the Oakland Raiders on November 24.

Masons Charity Night
Atlas-Pythagoras Lodge 10 Free and

Accepted Masons, which meets at 1011
Central Avenue, Westfield, had two meet-
ings, the first was the annual charity night.
On charity night we donate to various
worthy groups in our community. We
donated to eight groups this year:

The Masonic Services Association,
which supports Veterans in the three NJ
State Veterans homes and both VA Vet-
erans homes. Tree of Hope, which the
sheriff of Union County runs, which col-
lects toys for needy children in Union
County. Keystone Community Living,
which helps people with developmental
disabilities to lead fulfilling lives and
runs a group home in South Plainfield.

Bonds of Courage, which supports
veterans and the 1st Squadron, 102nd
Cavalry from the Westfield Armory.
Union County Meals on Wheels, which
provides meals to the housebound or
those who cannot cook themselves. Ev-
ery 15 Minutes from David Brearley High
School in Kenilworth, which teaches jun-
iors and seniors about the consequences
of drinking and driving. The Children’s
Dyslexia Center, Scotch Plains, which
uses the Orton-Gillingham curriculum to
help children with dyslexia read and flour-
ish. Lastly, The George Washington Ma-
sonic Memorial, a museum which is used
to tell the world about George Washing-
ton, a Mason, General of the Armies and
our First President.

The second meeting was a Veterans
Day tribute to the veterans of all Armed
Forces. Atlas-Pythagoras Lodge 10 meets
the first and third Fridays every month
except during the summer.
www.atlaspythagoras.com/

Christopher Sands
Cranford
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908-482-8855

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski

3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,

child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic
violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.

Take Advantage of Us,

Promote Your Business
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Email Sponsorships

Contact Jeff Gruman,
Sales Manager
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com
goleader.com/form/bulletin
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Get Expert Reporting

on Improtant Issues

Impacting Your Town:

Why I’m Betting On The
Purgatory Entrance Exam

Purgatory is a place where sinners,
who have not sinned enough to go to
Hell, must stay to undergo purifica-
tion of their sins for a period of time
before entering the Kingdom of
Heaven. Prayers by Catholics are
encouraged to shorten their stay. This
Catholic doctrine was refuted during
the Protestant Reformation where men
like Calvin and Luther established
the doctrine of Sola Scriptura – that,
if something dealing with faith is not
mentioned in the Bible such as Purga-
tory, it doesn’t exist. The Catholic
Church, however, holds to the doc-
trine of Tradition and Scripture, where
in addition to the Bible alone there is
the need for further traditional inter-
pretation for added clarification. Af-
ter all, the original New Testament
was written in Greek by unknown
authors with no existing original cop-
ies. This was followed by multiple
biblical translations causing under-
standable confusion such as the Arian
heresy believing that Christ is not
divine. It seemed entirely reasonable
that Tradition was needed.

Now to me and Purgatory: At my
age, my final moment is not too far
away so it’s natural for any old-timer
to wonder where he’s heading after-
wards. Now I’ve had an exciting
roller-coaster life with untold ups and
downs encountering uncountable per-
sonal interactions and do not believe
I deserve to go to eternal Hell, par-
ticularly if there’s a God who loves
me. In fact, my wise mother told me
not to worry about it for she claimed
we are now living in Hell on planet
earth. The atheist philosopher, Jean-
Paul Sartre, agreed with her when he
exclaimed, “Hell is people.” That then
leaves me the Purgatory or Heaven
option. Given my history, I’ve made
the judgment that the latter won’t
immediately happen which leaves me
with Purgatory.

The most creative description of
Purgatory can be found in Dante’s
monumental poetic masterpiece, the
Divine Comedy, which T.S. Eliot said

should be compared with, “Nothing
but the entire dramatic work of
Shakespeare.” There are three parts
to the story: Hell, Purgatory and
Heaven. Dante, guided by ancient
Rome’s greatest poet, Virgil, seeks to
enter Heaven in order to behold the
Beatific Vision in the eternal pres-
ence of God. His journey begins at
the entrance of Hell, or Inferno, where
the famous inscription over the gate
reads, ALL HOPE ABANDON, YOU
WHO ENTER HERE. His detailed
description of the suffering of the
sinners is unparalleled and unsettling.
As an aside, my mother agreed with
Schopenhauer, who after reading the
Inferno, asked, “ For where did Dante
get the material for his Hell, if not
actually from this actual world of
ours.” After the Inferno, Dante then
ascends Mount Purgatory and subse-
quently to Heaven where he meets
Beatrice, the woman he passionately
loved on earth but never held in his
arms, who guides him to the Beatific
vision.

Dante’s Mount Purgatory consists
of seven levels of sin – pride, lust,
envy, wrath, sloth, greed and glut-
tony. With respect to convincing God
of my worthiness, I decided to take
complete the Purgatory Entrance Ex-
amination rating scale, with 10 per-
cent as the worst outcome, to quantify
what percentage of time I spent in my
life exercising each sin. Now here
goes: pride ( .0001 ); lust (.0001 );
envy ( 0 ); wrath ( .0002 ); sloth ( 0 );
greed ( 0 ) and gluttony ( 0) –a total of
less than one percent! Boy, was I
surprised for I originally expected to
spend a couple of thousand of Purga-
torial years before entering the King-
dom of Heaven. Now I will make the
case for a just couple of weeks. And
to those brave souls who dare to seek
to know about their afterlife destiny,
I ask, “Why not take the Purgatory
Entrance Exam?”

Stephen DeFelice
Westfield, N.J.

GARDEN ENTHUSIASTS...The Garden Club of Westfield hosted this year’s
joint meeting of the Garden Club of Westfield and the Rake and Hoe Garden Club
of Westfield. Lorraine Kolibas chaired the committee. Organizers of the event
were, from left to right, Jo Sheehan, Lorraine Kolibas, Phyllis Pappas, Jill Crouch
and Rosemary Shire. Artist Jill Crouch designed the trees to represent the change
of seasons with autumn leaves, birds and fall colors with white roses that anticipate
winter. All members contributed homemade refreshments to serve the nearly 100
attendees. All were also treated to a program about European Floral Arranging
with Patty Bowman.

AREA — The Depression and
Bipolar Support Alliance (DBSA)
will feature Randy Bressler, Psy.D.,
at its monthly meeting on Wednes-
day, December 11. This meeting is
earlier in the month than usual due
to the holiday season.

Dr. Bressler’s clinical interests in-
clude the treatment and evaluation of
children, adolescents and adults who
experience challenges relating to de-
pression, anxiety, ASD, ADHD and
traumatic brain injuries. He has re-
ceived extensive training in the spe-
cialty of pediatric neuropsychology.

Dr. Bressler also conducts forensic
evaluations working with school dis-
tricts and with the New Jersey Office
of the Public Defender. Currently, he
is the past-president of the Morris
County Psychological Association and
also serves on the Executive Board for
the New Jersey Psychological Asso-
ciation in his role as Member-at-large.

He is appointed as a visiting clinical
supervisor for Rutgers University’s
Graduate School of Applied and Pro-
fessional Psychology, where he has
supervised doctoral-level candidates.
He is a frequent guest expert for medi-
cal centers, academic institutions and
clinics and holds New Jersey and New
York Psychological licenses. His prac-
tice is located in Millburn and

Randolph Township.
The subject of his talk will be

“The Pet Effect on Mental Health:
the benefits to emotional wellbeing
from owning a pet (dogs/cats).”
There also will be an extensive ques-
tion-and-answer session on all areas
of mood disorders for the audience.

These educational meetings of the
DBSA take place on a Wednesday
every month, at 7:45 p.m., using the
facilities of the Morristown Unitar-
ian Fellowship, located at 21
Normandy Heights Road (about one
block east of the Morris Museum),
in Morristown. The public is in-
vited to attend all meetings; a nomi-
nal donation is requested from non-
members, when possible. Free lit-
erature is available to all attendees
and there is an extensive lending
library of educational audiotapes,
CDs and videotapes, also free. In
case of hazardous weather, call
(973) 994-1143 after 6 p.m. for
possible cancellation information.

To learn more about the support
group and to view links to other
sources of helpful information, visit
the website of the Depression and
Bipolar Support Alliance/Morristown
Area at http://dbsanewjersey.org/
morristownarea. For further local in-
formation, call (973) 994-1143.

Psychologist to Tell DBSA
Benefits of ‘Pet Effect’

THANKSGIVING TRADITION...The Ward family continues their longtime
tradition of giving away Thanksgiving turkeys to those in need. Pictured, from left
to right, are: John Ward, Nina Infantas, Sophia Ward, Ethan Ward and James
Ward.

Wards Continue to Donate
Turkeys to Those In Need

WESTFIELD — Over 20 years
ago, a Thanksgiving tradition began
when James and John Ward would
give away 10 to 20 turkeys to those
who were in need. The effort grew
and grew, and it became a family
event that continues to this day.

This past Saturday, the brothers,
and their families, spent the day
delivering hundreds of turkeys to
people in need, including the
Church of St. Mary in Elizabeth to
be distributed to others.

“We started this tradition to give
back and be thankful for what we

have,” James Ward said. “It’s very
special that it has grown to what it is
today and that our families are do-
ing it with us.”

John Ward added, “It’s a lot of
fun loading and delivering the tur-
keys, made even more special hav-
ing our children continue the tradi-
tion with us.”

Westfield Goals, Objectives
Told for Master Plan Report
WESTFIELD – The proposed fi-

nal draft of Westfield’s Master Plan
Reexamination Report has been re-
leased in advance of the Monday,
December 2 planning board meet-
ing, where it will be presented and
voted upon for adoption.

 According to a town press release,
the report is a reassessment of the
municipality’s current master plan that
is required by state law every 10 years.
Westfield’s current master plan was
adopted in 2002, and was last amended
in 2009. The release of the report
represents the final phase of a nearly
year-long initiative undertaken by the
town and its consultant, H2M.

The survey captured more than
67,000 responses and 4,500 comments,
all of which are viewable online, along
with an overview of the reexamination
process. All participants had the op-
portunity to weigh in on a variety of
areas derived from the existing master
plan – vision, commercial/mixed-use
development, land use, transportation,
downtown economic development,
community facilities and historic pres-
ervation, as well as a downtown area
parking assessment.

The findings of the recently com-
pleted pedestrian and bike plan, along
with those of the upcoming strategic
parks plan (expected in early 2020),
will also be utilized alongside the
Master Plan Reexamination Report to
impact the town’s planning decisions.

“As I’ve said from the beginning of
this process, the findings of the master
plan reexamination should be a reflec-
tion of the community at large, and I’m
so pleased with the level of engage-
ment we received to capture a tremen-
dous amount of valuable feedback,”
Mayor Shelley Brindle said. “The
adoption of this plan will be integral in
mapping an exciting next chapter in
Westfield’s future.”

According to the report, Westfield
has worked collaboratively with the
community to develop an inspirational
vision and achievable goals for the
Town of Westfield. Westfield, cel-
ebrating its 300th anniversary in 2020,
is a “vibrant community with a small-
town feel, which is inclusive of all
residents, supports new and estab-
lished businesses, and encourages
quality and sustainable development.”

Below is a summary of goals and
objectives of the report:

To preserve and protect the subur-
ban character of existing residential
neighborhoods through zone desig-
nations based upon existing neigh-
borhood development patterns and
according to the environmental re-
quirements for the respective resi-
dential uses, density and design stan-
dards appropriate for the various
dwelling types and not overly inten-
sive in relation to where a dwelling is
situated in their respective zones, dis-
couraging through traffic in residen-
tial areas whenever possible, preserve
and enhance visual appearance of resi-
dential neighborhoods; and discour-
age demolitions of older housing units
“that contribute to the town’s com-
munity character and rehabilitate such
homes, when feasible.”

To minimize the environmental
impact resulting from development
through appropriate regulations to
encourage green building design in

all new construction, appropriate
regulations that discourage distur-
bance of steep slopes and vegetation,
encourage regulations that discour-
age unnecessary development in wet-
lands and flood hazard areas, appro-
priate regulations to protect and/or
replace trees/woodlands impacted by
development projects, provide ad-
equate municipal open space for a
variety of active and passive recre-
ational uses by providing at least eight
acres of municipal open space per
1,000 persons in the community as
land becomes available.

Maintain and enhance the viability
of the various business districts by pro-
viding or requiring the provision of
sufficient numbers of parking and load-
ing spaces in appropriate locations, dis-
couraging automobile-only oriented
development in the business district
including “strip malls” and offering
placemaking opportunities, including
public art, open space, pedestrian nodes
and community gathering spaces,

Provide a safe and efficient trans-
portation system that also encour-
ages mobility by all mode by promot-
ing traffic calming to discourage
speeding and cut-through traffic, mini-
mizing traffic congestion and provid-
ing for safe and convenient access to
properties, developing and maintain-
ing walking and biking routes that
enhance connectivity to town facili-
ties and other key locations in town;
and improving pedestrian safety at
signalized intersections and other ar-
eas of safety concern.

To eliminate areas of conflict or
incompatibility in land use or zoning
between Westfield and adjacent mu-
nicipalities by rezoning, where appro-
priate, those areas that conflict with
the use or zoning of adjacent munici-
palities; and encouraging the buffer/
separation of incompatible uses and/
or zones, providing a wide range of
housing types and densities; rezoning
for mixed use or residential uses and
establishing densities within walking
distance of the central business district
and NJ Transit railroad stations.

To address the need of affordable
housing for the local and regional popu-
lation of low- and moderate-income
persons by establishing various zone
districts that encourage the provision
of affordable housing, where appro-
priate, to address the need for senior
citizen housing through zone districts
that encourage the development of
housing units that are designed to meet
the particular needs of senior citizens.

The steering committee for the re-
examination report includes Mayor
Brindle; Councilwoman Linda
Habgood, former director of the Down-
town Westfield Corporation Sherry
Cronin, Town Administrator James
Gildea, former Board of Adjustment
Chairman William Heinbokel, Eco-
nomic Development Advisor Liz
Jeffery, Historic Preservation Com-
mission Vice-Chair Kelly Kessler,
Planning Board Chairman Robert
Newell, Board of Education represen-
tative Gretchan Ohlig, Town Planner
Donald Sammet, Planning Board At-
torney Alan Tremulak and alternatives
Planning Board members Anastasia
Harrison and Michael LaPlace.

The full report can be viewed at
the town’s website at westfieldnj.gov.

County Hosting Ice Skating
Event for Foster Kids

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will
host the first Union County Foster-
ing Hope Together free holiday ice
skating event for families with chil-
dren under the care and supervi-
sion of the State of New Jersey’s
Department of Children and Fami-
lies.

Parents and guardians of children
in foster care are invited to enjoy a
morning of holiday cheer featuring
free skating for ages five and up, plus
photos with Santa, live entertainment,
activities, hot chocolate, cookies and
more for all ages.

The Fostering Hope Together event
is organized by the Union County Of-
fice of Community Engagement and

Bramnick: Dems
Should Stop Ignoring

Tax Issues
TRENTON – Assembly Repub-

lican Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) criti-
cized Democrats for prioritizing
Governor Phil Murphy’s “extreme
agenda” during Monday’s voting
session, according to a press re-
lease from the Assembly Republi-
cans.

A poll by Farleigh Dickinson and
the Garden State Initiative found that
44 percent of New Jerseyans plan to
leave New Jersey because of prop-
erty taxes and the high cost of living,
while 28 percent plan to leave in the
next five years.

“Yesterday Trenton Democrats
spent most of the day on the rights of
criminals,” Mr. Bramnick said. “Resi-
dents are sick and tired of paying the
nation’s highest property taxes and
plan to leave. That is being completely
ignored. Democrats plan to put tax-
payers on the hook to pay for college
for prisoners. No bills were passed
that would lower property taxes or
address business tax incentives.”

“Democrats have failed to address
any important issues in the state and
they have concentrated on people who
have committed crimes,” Mr.
Bramnick said.

Diversity and the Union County Office
of LGBTQ Affairs, in collaboration
with KemperSports, the nonprofit fam-
ily advocacy organization embrella, the
New Jersey Department of Children
and Families, and CASA of Union
County.

As part of the event, donated gifts
will be provided for children and
youth in attendance.

To donate a gift for ages infant to
16, visit the “Foster And Adoptive
Children Holiday Drive” online wish
list at amazon.com.

To donate a gift card for ages 17
and up, or to otherwise assist in the
gift drive, contact Michael Miguel of
embrella, at
MichaelMiguel78@gmail.com or
(908) 965-1323.

To register and get more details
about the event including the date,
location and time, families can con-
tact their embrella advocate, CASA
volunteer or DCP&P worker, or con-
tact Nathalie Hernandez, coordina-
tor, Union County Office of Commu-
nity Engagement and Diversity, at
(908) 527-4880 or
Nahernandez@ucnj.org.

For more information about the
Office of LGBTQ Affairs, contact
Danni Newbury, coordinator, at (908)
527-4742 or dnewbury@ucnj.org, or
visit ucnj.org/LGBTQ.

National Flu Vaccination
Week Is December 1 to 7

STATE — National Influenza Vac-
cination Week (NIVW) is a national
observance to highlight the impor-
tance of continuing flu vaccination
through December and beyond. This
year, NIVW is scheduled for the week
of December 1 to 7. The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) and the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Health (NJDOH) want to
remind everyone that it is not too late
to get a flu vaccine since influenza
activity can occur as late as May.

According to a press release distrib-
uted by the New Jersey Local Infor-
mation Network and Communications
System (LINCS) and the Union County
Office of Health Management Public
Health, previous flu vaccination cov-
erage data have shown that vaccina-
tion rates tend to decline after the end
of November. While vaccination is
recommended before the end of Octo-
ber, getting vaccinated later can still
be beneficial during most seasons for
people who have put it off. Even if you
have already gotten sick with flu, you
can still benefit from vaccination since
many different flu viruses spread dur-
ing flu season and most flu vaccine
protects against four different flu vi-
ruses. A yearly flu vaccine for every-
one six months of age and older is the
first and most important step in pro-
tecting against the flu.

Vaccination to prevent influenza is
particularly important for persons who
are at increased risk for severe com-
plications from influenza, such as
pneumonia, bronchitis, or the wors-
ening of chronic health conditions.
Those at high-risk include: -children
younger than 5 years, people 65 years
of age and older, pregnant women,
people with certain long-term medi-
cal conditions such as asthma, diabe-
tes, heart disease, neurological and
neuro developmental conditions,
blood disorders, morbid obesity, kid-
ney and liver disorders, HIV or AIDS,
and cancer.

Flu vaccination should also be a
priority for those persons who live
with or care for persons at higher risk
for influenza-related complications.
This includes healthcare personnel
and household contacts of children
less than six months of age, since
children younger than six months are
too young to receive the flu vaccine.
NJDOH has two initiatives to pro-
mote flu prevention. The New Jersey
Influenza Honor Roll and the New
Jersey College and University Flu
Challenge.

The Honor Roll recognizes institu-
tions that are striving to promote in-
fluenza prevention at their facilities.
There are four eligible categories to
participate: businesses, community-
based organizations, institutions of
education, and healthcare facilities.
In addition, the department encour-
ages students at colleges and univer-
sities to engage in a friendly compe-
tition to improve flu vaccination cov-
erage on their campuses through the
New Jersey College and University
Flu Challenge.

 For general flu information and to
find a flu shot near you, please visit
the Department’s website at nj.gov/
health/cd/topics/flu.shtml.
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Westfield Rotary Presents
Golden Wrench Award

WESTFIELD — Warren Rorden,
chair  of the Rotary Club of
Westfield’s annual bicycle and sew-
ing machine collection, presented
the Golden Wrench Award to
Rotarian Aaron Fragnito at the
club’s October 29 luncheon. This
award is given to the most enthusi-
astic worker at the annual bicycle
collection. Mr. Rorden has chaired
this event continually for 23 years.

The Rotary Club of Westfield
works with a 501c3 organization
called Pedals for Progress, which
collects used bicycles and sewing
machines, then ships them to Third
World countries where they are
needed. Sewing machines create
jobs and may lift a family out of
poverty. Road bikes go to coun-
tries with paved roads; off-road
bikes go to countries without
paved roads.

Bikes do not create any air pol-
lution, do not consume fossil fu-
els, allow workers to travel far-
ther and be more productive, in-
crease the bike owner’s income,

help the country increase its Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) and al-
low children to get to a school that
may be farther away. The bikes
also create jobs because now the
country needs bicycle shops to
maintain them.

The Rotary Club of Westfield
has collected 2,400 bikes and 150
sewing machines since starting this
program in 1987 with Mr. Rorden
as chair and Michael Hart as presi-
dent. This year the club collected
100 bikes and 11 sewing machines,
and received donations of $1,800.
Monetary donations are important
because it costs about $40 to ship
each item overseas. The Rotary
Committee members include
Blake Width, Dr. Bill Bonsall and
Ray Kostyack.

The Rotary Club of Westfield
meets on Tuesdays for lunch at
12:15 p.m. Guests are always wel-
come. For information, contact
club secretary Michael Hart at
drmhart@yahoo.com or visi t
westfieldrotary.com.

HOLIDAY WREATHS...Boy Scout Troop 77’s Annual Holiday Wreath
Fundraiser will be held on Saturday and Sunday, December 7 and 8, from 8 a.m.
to 1 p.m., in the parking lot of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, located at 414 East
Broad Street, Westfield. Boy Scouts will sell live, fresh Fraser fir 20-inch and 30-
inch holiday wreaths with a red velvet bow and pinecone décor plus garland roping
and grave blankets. All proceeds go to support troop activities including commu-
nity service projects and camping trips. Pictured during last year’s fundraiser,
from left to right, are: Eric Elizes, Jasper Fitzgerald-Jones and Adrian Gripp.

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

– Obituaries – Van Dyke J. Pollitt, 87, Proud Veteran;
Active In Community and Politically

Van Dyke J. Pollitt of Fanwood,
N.J., passed away on Sunday, No-
vember 10, 2019, at age 87. Dyke is
survived by his wife of 66 years,
Marcena O’Brien Pollitt; his son,
Norman Pollitt, and his wife, Carol
Pollitt, of Scotch Plains, and his
daughter, Marcy Pollitt, and her hus-
band, Fred Hirsch, of
Saugerties, N.Y.

Dyke was born on July
2, 1932 in Allentown,
Pa., to L. Irving Pollitt
and Louise Hopper
Pollitt. He graduated
from Asbury Park High
School in 1950 and went
on to the University of
Delaware, graduating in
1954 as an ROTC of-
ficer. Dyke joined the
82nd Airborne and was
honorably discharged as
a 1st Lieutenant. Dyke
was proud to have
jumped 41 times and told stories of
this throughout his life.

He worked for 31 years in sales
and public relations for Wallace and
Tiernan in Belleville, N.J., where
he was described as “Person
Extraordinaire; he was without a
doubt the finest speaker, who all
listened to with rapt enthusiasm.”

He went on to form his own public
relations company, Creative Ink. Over
the course of 50 years, Dyke was a
force in the New Jersey political
world. He ran over 324 campaigns,
winning all but four. He ran his last
campaign, winning by a 3-1 margin,
on November 5.

Dyke’s passion for politics began
after his first son died of leukemia
at 9 years old in 1964. He poured
his grief into creating fundraisers
and becoming involved in the com-
munity affairs of Fanwood. He was
on the board of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA when they raised the
original building on Martine Av-
enue. He helped organize the resto-
ration of the Fanwood Train Sta-
tion. He served as president of the
Jaycees as well as serving for nine
years on the Fanwood Borough
Council. Upon leaving the council,
the president praised Dyke, saying,
“He could well be the best-versed
politician in New Jersey.”

The love of his life was his family.
He was the fifth of seven children
growing up in Interlaken, N.J. He

was committed to each of his sib-
lings throughout his life. He was last
of the seven to pass. They are all
waiting for their gregarious brother.
His eldest brother wrote a letter to
him upon his college graduation. He
said of Dyke, “You have a beautiful
mind and are as individualistic as

anyone can get, your
mind works so quickly
and sees so much, your
success potential is ter-
rific.”

This remained true
for his life. He was tre-
mendously successful
in being a “King
Maker”; he worked be-
hind the scenes mak-
ing the world of those
he supported rich with
his wit, generosity and
creativity.

All who were close
to Dyke know of his

love for the family cabin in Maine.
Fifty-six years of memories have
been woven into the fabric of family
and friends who have all enjoyed the
gifts that Damariscotta Lake have
brought into their lives. This will be
his lasting legacy as the property has
grown and will be enjoyed for gen-
erations to come.

Dyke spent his later years loving
and supporting his four grandchildren,
Alena Pollitt Weeks, Connor Pollitt,
Brianna Hirsch-Pollitt and Adrian
Hirsch-Pollitt. He watched over them
with his whole heart, facilitating their
dreams and passions with his encour-
agement and support. He has taught us
all to love family with fierce pride and
commitment. He made us all Kings
and Queens in our lives with his unwa-
vering faith in our potential. He will be
deeply missed by all those whose lives
he touched with his magnanimous
spirit. His love-filled smile will al-
ways shine in our hearts.

The memorial service to celebrate
his life will be held on Saturday, No-
vember 30, at the Fanwood Presbyte-
rian Church, 74 South Martine Av-
enue, Fanwood, N.J. The service will
be at 11 a.m., with a reception follow-
ing in the dining room of the church.

In lieu of flowers, the family would
appreciate you to consider a donation
of your choice to the Make-A-Wish
Foundation or the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA in his name.

November 28, 2019

Wednesday Morning Club
To Enjoy Holiday Events

CRANFORD — The Wednesday
Morning Club plans to celebrate the
holiday season with a variety of fes-
tive activities.

Members will gather on Wednes-
day, December 4, for their luncheon. It
will be held at Sonny G’s restaurant,
located at 2 South Avenue, Cranford.
Parking is available in the lot down the
block from the restaurant.

The Madrigal Singers, a choral
group of young men and women from
Cranford High School, will provide
entertainment at the luncheon. They
perform classic holiday songs with-

out instrumental accompaniment. The
luncheon will begin at 12:30 p.m. and
the cost is $27. To make a reserva-
tion, call Jane Reilly.

The club’s Holiday Party will be
held on Monday, December 9, at 12:30
p.m. It will take place at the Cranford
Community Center, Room 204, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue. All mem-
bers of the club are invited to attend.

Participants will have an opportu-
nity to share enjoyable recollections
of past holidays and their favorite sto-
ries of the season. Everyone is asked to
bring a sandwich to share and a sweet
they might wish to contribute. Coffee
and tea will be provided.

On Tuesday, December 17, the Arts
and Crafts Department plans to at-
tend a Holiday Afternoon Tea be-
tween 2 and 4 p.m. at Liberty Hall
Museum. The museum is located at
1003 Morris Avenue, Union. Depart-
ment Chairperson Joan Davis has
announced that all seats have been
booked and the members are looking
forward to a lovely afternoon.

Members are reminded that the club
is collecting non-perishable food
items at its meetings. These items will
be donated to the food bank.

For more information about the
Wednesday Morning Club, contact
Co-Vice Presidents Carol Moran at
(908) 233-5635 or by email at
caromm@comcast.net or Sandi
Jacobs at (908) 317-5256 or by email
at sandij301@gmail.com.

We Sell

Space
To Advertise,

Call the Spaceman
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com

Coming Next May

Our 48th

Annual Edition

To reserve your space
Contact Jeff Gruman,

Sales Manager
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com

This Is
Westfield

Van Dyke J. Pollitt

Judith Lynn Lauster
Judith Lynn Lauster, of Concord,

N.H., passed away peacefully in her
sleep on Friday, No-
vember 15, 2019.

Mrs. Lauster was
born on March 1, 1942
in Rockville Centre,
N.Y. She is survived by
her son, R. Todd
Lauster, and his wife,
Amanda, of Spring-
field, N.H.; her daugh-
ter, Karen Lauster
Berniker, and her hus-
band, Mark, of San
Francisco, Calif., and
two grandchildren,
Robert Lauster and Courtney
Lauster, of Springfield, N.H.

She graduated from Colby Saw-
yer Junior College in 1962. She mar-
ried Robert John Lauster of Queens,
N.Y., on June 6, 1964. They lived on
Long Island and in Westfield, N.J.

Judy was a wonderful homemaker
and loving, dedicated mother.

Judy and Bob re-
tired to the New Lon-
don, N.H. area in
2003, where they
spent many family va-
cations. An avid fol-
lower of current
events and HGTV,
Judy loved cooking
and interior decorat-
ing, but mostly she
loved spending time
with her family. She
was well known for
cheering her children

and grandchildren from the sidelines
at sporting and cultural events.

In lieu of flowers, please make a
donation to the Foundation Fighting
Blindness, P.O. Box 17279, Balti-
more, MD 21298.
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Judith Lynn Lauster

Westfield Library to Present
Three Creative Programs

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will offer three cre-
ative and holiday-oriented programs
during early December. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

Accomplished artist Joy Cabanos
will lead a fun beginners workshop on
origami, the ancient Japanese art of
paper folding, on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 4, at 10 a.m., during which partici-
pants will celebrate the holidays by
making hand-folded origami stars.

“This is a wonderful way to enjoy
handcrafting ornaments for your
home, and give yourself the wonder-
ful gift of living your creativity in a
festive and meaningful way,” said
Ms. Cabanos. This program is cur-
rently open to both Westfield resi-
dent cardholders and MURAL
cardholders, space permitting.

“Make a Holiday Candle from a
Book” will be taught on Tuesday,
December 10, at 1 p.m., by librarian
Marge Barkan. She will show work-
shop members how to recycle books
into a creative candle for the holidays
or home décor.

Ms. Barkan will teach participants
how to fold the pages of a book and
turn it into a candle with an actual
tea light (battery operated). All ma-
terials will be provided and partici-
pants can choose from various deco-
rative accents to complete the candle
design. Due to the hands-on nature
of this class, registration currently is
limited to Westfield resident
cardholders only. Beginning Tues-
day, December 3, MURAL patrons
also may register, space permitting.

On Wednesday, December 11, Joy
Cabanos will offer a second class,
“Watercolor Basics for Beginners,”
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. “Watercolors
can be easy, fun and very expres-
sive,” Ms. Cabanos wrote in her de-
scription of the class. Participants
will learn wet-on-wet watercolor tech-

nique to create a bright and festive
holiday floral painting, while experi-
menting with basic technique and
special effects.

Participants may bring their own
paints, brushes, paper, water contain-
ers and backing boards if they have
them. If not, these materials will be
provided. This program is currently
open to Westfield resident cardholders
only. After Wednesday, December 4,
MURAL cardholders also may sign
up, space permitting.

MURAL cardholders belong to the
40-plus libraries that are part of the
Middlesex Union Reciprocal Agree-
ment Libraries. Interested persons are
encouraged to check the Westfield
Memorial Library website, wmlnj.org,
to see if their library is a MURAL
participant.

To register for these programs, visit
wmlnj.org and click on the Online
Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090,
option 0.

HOLIDAY CRAFT...Librarian Marge
Barkan will present “Make a Holiday
Candle from a Book” on Tuesday, De-
cember 10, at 1 p.m., at the Westfield
Memorial Library.

DEDICATED ROTARIAN...The Rotary Club of Westfield presents the Golden
Wrench Award to Aaron Fragnito. Pictured, from left to right, are: Dr. Bill
Bonsall, Rotary Club President Liz Ensslin, Blake Width, Esq., last year’s
winner; Mr. Fragnito, holding the Golden Wrench; Event Chair Warren
Rorden and Ray Kostyack. Dr. Bonsall and Mr. Kostyack are on the Rotary
Bike Collections Committee.

Holiday Events to Be Held
On Friday In Cranford

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Chamber of Commerce has an-
nounced day-long holiday festivities
for Friday, November 29, at North
Union and Springfield Avenues. Hot
chocolate will be provided by the
Cranford Jaycees throughout the fes-
tivities. These events are sponsored
by Lightbridge Academy.

The morning events are as follows
— 11 a.m., Daisies Tree Decorating;

11:30 a.m., Brownies Tree Decorat-
ing; noon, Junior and Senior Cadettes
Tree Decorating; 1 p.m., tree will be
ready for display.

Evening events are as follows — 4
to 5 p.m., Celebration Singers, Shin-
ing Stars; 5 to 6 p.m., Cranford High
School Madrigal and Brass Ensemble;
6 p.m. — Santa arrives to light the
Christmas Tree; 6 p.m. to last child,
photos with Santa.

VISIT WITH VETERANS...Members of the Westfield Chapter of The Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution (DAR) served desserts to the veterans at the
American Legion Hall on Veterans Day, November 11. This has become an
annual DAR tradition on Veterans Day after the observance ceremony and
luncheon at the American Legion. Pictured, from left to right, are: Gayle
Lechner (DAR), Lorene Knierim (DAR), Mayor Shelley Brindle, veteran Bob
D’Arecca and Pat Colbert (DAR).
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TRIMMING THE TREE...The First Congregational Church of Westfield’s
Annual Advent Festival offers joy for all ages, including opportunities to make
crafts and gifts, tree trimming, caroling and cookie sharing. This year’s festival
will take place on Sunday, December 8, from 3 to 7:30 p.m. All are welcome.

FCC Advent Festival To
Offer Seasonal Activities

WESTFIELD — The First Con-
gregational Church welcomes all to
attend its Annual Advent Festival on
Sunday, December 8, from 3 to 7:30
p.m. First Congregational is located
at 125 Elmer Street, Westfield.

Craft and gift making will take place
between 3 and 5 p.m. Attendees can
select from a wide variety of crafts
and gifts to make, keep or share. All
supplies will be provided. There is a
craft-making fee of $7 per person,
with a $25 cap per family. Adults are
invited to create their very own box-
wood tree for an extra fee. Interested
persons are asked to reserve their
space at the craft table by Sunday,
December 1.

From 5 to 5:30 p.m., children of the
First Congregational Church will
present a special song they have
learned in Church School.

A Pasta and Pizza Dinner, with
Cookie Sampling for Dessert, will
be featured between 5:30 and 6:15

p.m. Participants may choose pasta
and salad or pizza for dinner. The
pasta option includes baked ziti,
green salad and garlic bread, while
those choosing pizza may pre-order
as many slices as they wish.

The cost of dinner is approxi-
mately $6 per person and includes
beverages and cookie sharing for
dessert. Each family is asked to
bring two dozen homemade Christ-
mas cookies to share for dessert,
but not peanut butter.

Caroling and tree trimming will be
held from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Partici-
pants can enjoy lively caroling of
traditional favorites with Joe Regan
at the piano as the Christmas tree is
decorated.

Advance reservations for the Ad-
vent Festival are greatly appreciated.
To sign up, visit fccofwestfield.org/
advent-festival or call the church of-
fice at (908) 233-2494 for more in-
formation.

Trinity Invites Families
To Breakfast With Santa

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church will present Breakfast
With Santa on Saturday, December 7.
It will take place from 8:30 a.m. to
noon in the church’s Sherlock Hall.
Trinity Church is located at 119 For-
est Avenue, Cranford.

Youngsters can join Santa for a
pancake-and-sausage breakfast and
have their picture taken with him.
There will be lots of fun for the
whole family. In addition to break-
fast, the festivities will include a
gift basket raffle, 50/50 tickets, a
wreaths and greens sale, face paint-
ing, the Cranford High School Mad-
rigal Singers and a children’s used
book sale. There also will be a spe-
cial jewelry sale.

“It is a great event for the whole
family. Everybody has a good time,”
said Bonnie Gentesse, Breakfast With
Santa event coordinator. “With close
to 100 beautiful gift baskets, there
will be something for everyone to bid
on,” she continued.

Breakfast is $7 per person, and
children under age 3 will be admitted
for free. Photos with Santa are $7.

Everyone is welcome. For additional
information, call (908) 276-4047.

Trinity Episcopal Church, founded
in 1872, is a faith-based family that
welcomes all people and strives to
“know Christ and to make him known
through faith, fellowship, and service.”

Sunday services are celebrated by
the Reverend Andy Kruger, Trinity’s
Priest-in-Charge, at 8 a.m. and 10
a.m. In addition, from Tuesday to
Friday the Daily Offices of Morning
and Evening Prayer are led by Father
Kruger in the Witherington Chapel at
8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m., respectively.
For more information about Trinity,
call (908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranfordnj.org/.

Trinity also provides Trinity Epis-
copal Day School (TEDS) for area
families. TEDS is a state-licensed
facility serving children age 2½
through kindergarten. Program op-
tions include full or half days, two to
five days a week, with extended hours
from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Kindergar-
ten Wrap Around. For more informa-
tion about TEDS, call (908) 276-
2881 or visit tedscranford.org.

BREAKFAST WITH ST. NICK...Area residents are invited to Breakfast With
Santa on Saturday, December 7, between 8:30 a.m. and noon, at the Trinity
Episcopal Church in Cranford. The event will feature fun for the whole family.
Pictured is the Filiaci family with Santa.

Tree Lighting to Be
Sunday In Westfield
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Winter Wonderland and Annual Tree
Lighting will take place this Sunday,
December 1, at 4 p.m., at the North
Avenue Train Station, featuring lots
of fun and family activities.

The Annual Tree Lighting with
Santa and Mrs. Claus will begin at
5:30 p.m. Mayor Shelley Brindle and
Santa and Mrs. Claus will officiate
the tree lighting.

The Westfield Community Band
will provide entertainment during the
festivities, while Lions Club mem-
bers also will be on hand serving hot
cider and ginger bread cookies. All
are welcome.

Temple Sholom to Present
Chanukah Lego Night

SCOTCH PLAINS — Temple
Sholom has announced that it will
host its annual Chanukah Lego Night
on Thursday, December 12, from 6
to 7:30 p.m. This event is free and
open to the public.

Participants are welcome to build
as many Lego creations as they wish,
while also enjoying dreidel games,
Chanukah music, donuts, latkes (po-
tato pancakes) and plenty of choco-
late gelt.

In Hebrew, the word “Chanukah”
means “dedication.” The holiday
commemorates the re-dedication
of the holy Temple in Jerusalem
following the Jewish victory over
the Syrian-Greeks who tried to de-
stroy the Jewish population in 165
B.C.E. Also known as the Festival
of Lights, the eight-day festival
celebrates the triumph of light over
darkness.

“While not one of the most im-
portant Jewish holidays, Chanukah
is the most anticipated – and a time
when friends, family and commu-
nity come together to celebrate,”
said Rabbi Joel Abraham of Temple
Sholom. “As Jews, we believe that
it is our duty to build a better world.
What better way than to start with
Lego?”

Space is limited for this program.
Those interested in attending are
asked to RSVP by Tuesday, Decem-
ber 10, at sholomnj.org or by call-
ing (908) 889-4900.

Founded in 1913, Temple Sholom
is a Reform Jewish congregation
led by Rabbi Abraham and Cantor
Darcie Sharlein. The temple and its
religious school are home to about
250 families from the greater Scotch
Plains-Fanwood area. The congre-
gation is located at 1925 Lake Av-
enue, Scotch Plains.

A member of the Union for Re-
form Judaism, Temple Sholom re-
cently became the first synagogue
in Union County to offer a volun-
tary membership contribution
model. For more information about
the temple or joining the congrega-
tion, call (908) 889-4900, e-mail
sholom@sholomnj.org or visit
sholomnj.org.

Miller-Cory to Celebrate
‘Gingerbread Sunday’

WESTFIELD — No sweet treat
symbolizes the winter holiday sea-
son quite like gingerbread. From
candy-covered, frosted houses and
figures to pans of spicy ginger cake
– all hold a special appeal for chil-
dren and adults alike.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
will present “Gingerbread Sunday”
to celebrate this festive treat on De-
cember 8 from 1:30 to 4 p.m. Chil-
dren will make a decorative, non-
edible gingerbread house and one
additional craft to take home and will
hear “gingery” stories. Light refresh-
ments will be served. In the Frazee
Building, members of the Cooking
Committee will prepare recipes using
ginger over the open hearth.

Admission is $5 per child; accom-
panying adults may attend for free.
Advance reservations must be made
and will be accepted through Wednes-
day, December 4. To reserve a specific
time slot, call (908) 232-1776 or email
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
Emails should include a phone num-
ber.

The Miller-Cory House Museum is
located at 614 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield. “Gingerbread Sunday” is

the last event of the museum’s Autumn
2019 season. The new event season,
which begins in January, will be posted
soon at millercoryhouse.com.

Garwood Library Highlights
Early December Activities

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library has revealed its cal-
endar of events for the first half of
December, along with multiple on-
going activities. Additional programs
will be announced for the second
half of the month.

Knitting Club is offered on Mon-
days and Thursdays, at 10:30 a.m.,
through December 19. No registra-
tion is required. Participants learn
how to knit or show others how it is
done while enjoying fun conversa-
tion. Needles and yarn are provided
to newcomers.

Kid’s Chess is available on Mon-
days, at 3 p.m., through December
16. No registration is required, but
sessions are limited to 12 individuals.
An informal chess game for children
of all ages, this non-instructional, su-
pervised program provides six boards.

Kid’s Craft is scheduled for Tues-
day, December 10, at 3 p.m. Chil-
dren in second grade and up can
make a fun holiday craft. Registra-
tion is required and participation lim-
ited to 20 youth.

Adult craft also will be featured
on December 10, at 6 p.m., when
participants will make a holiday craft.
The session is limited to 10 indi-
viduals and registration is required.

Toddler Story Time, for newborns
to age 4, meets on Wednesdays at
10:30 a.m. No registration is re-
quired. Stories, songs, bubbles and
more are included. The Pipsqueak
Players will visit on December 11.

Pipsqueak Players — Reading
Reimagined, a reading enrichment
program for 4- and 5-year-olds, will
meet on Wednesdays, at 1 p.m., on
December 4, 11 and 18. Youngsters
will enjoy fun activities and games
designed to boost their ability to
grasp sight words and sounds. Reg-
istration is required and participa-
tion limited to 10 children.

The Thursday Evening Book Club
will meet at 7 p.m. on December 5.
No registration is required. For this
month’s selection, call the library at
(908) 789-1670.

The LEGO Club will meet on Thurs-
day, December 12, at 3 p.m. Young-
sters may build whatever comes to
mind and then share their creation

with others. Some will be displayed in
the library showcase. Registration is
required by phone or in person and
will open the Monday after the last
Lego club for the month. Participation
is limited to 15 children ages 4 to 12.

The Garwood Public Library is lo-
cated at 411 Third Avenue. It is open
Monday and Wednesday, 9 a.m. to 8
p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
to 8 p.m.; Fridays, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
and Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The
library will be closed on December
24, 25 and 31 for the Christmas and
New Year holidays. For more infor-
mation and to register for programs
requiring it, call (908) 789-1670. In-
formation about the library also is
available at youseemore.com/
garwood.

Garwood Library To
Welcome St. Nick

GARWOOD — Santa Claus will
visit the Garwood Public Library on
Saturday, December 7, from 11 a.m.
to noon. Refreshments will be avail-
able. The library is located at 411
Third Avenue.

Parents and caregivers are invited
to bring their cameras for a Christmas
season photo opportunity. The first
50 children will receive a small gift
from Santa. Space is limited, and
registration is required. To register,
call (908) 789-1670.

Library Trustees Set
Meeting December 4
GARWOOD — The Garwood Pub-

lic Library Board of Trustees will
meet on Wednesday, December 4, at
8 p.m. This meeting is open to the
public and will take place at the li-
brary, located at 411 Third Avenue.

Westfield Rec. Announces
Activities For Late Fall

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Recreation Department has an-
nounced that registration is open
for Late Fall Programs offered
through the department.

Adults are invited to participate in
Tai Chi on Tuesdays at 10 a.m. and
Zumba & More classes on Mondays
from 7:30 to 8:20 p.m. All levels are
welcome in both of these classes.
Interested persons may stop in and
try a class for a small drop-in fee.

Various programs are available
for senior adults. Forever Fit, a class
featuring cardio, stretching and bal-
ance, will be held on Wednesdays,
December 4 to 18, from 10 to 10:45
a.m. For those who are creative, a
Holiday Pinterest workshop will run
on Friday, December 6, from 10 to
11:15 a.m. Registration is required
for both of these programs.

For Late Fall, Westfield Recre-
ation has a range of youth enrich-
ment programs. Among them are
“Mini” Sewing/Fashion Workshop;
LEGO STEM Holiday Winter Won-
derland Mini Camp, and
“Mannerations” courses on con-
secutive Fridays, including Social
Etiquette on December 4 and Din-
ing Etiquette on December 11.

A special “Mini Camp” with fun
activities for grades 1 to 5 will be
held on Monday, December 23, from

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Space is limited and
early registration is recommended.

Indoor Sports Classes with the U.S.
Sports Institute are offered for young
children. They include Parent & Me
Soccer, Parent & Me Multi Sports,
Soccer Squirts and Multi Sports
Squirts. Interested persons are en-
couraged to check out the schedule
on the U.S. Sports Institute web page,
ussportsinstitute.com.

The Safe Sitters Babysitting
Course is available for girls and
boys in grades 6 to 9. Additionally,
the recreation department is again
offering CPR/AED/First Aid Certi-
fication Training.

The winter schedule will be avail-
able to view online starting in mid-
December. Additional programs will
be featured during January, Febru-
ary and March 2020.

All programs/classes require pre-
registration. To register online, visit
h t t p s : / / s e c u r e . r e c 1 . c o m / n j /
westfield-nj. In-person registration
may be done at the Westfield Recre-
ation Department, located at 425 East
Broad Street. For more information
on recreation department programs,
visit westfieldnj.gov/recreation,
email recreation@westfieldnj.gov,
visit the department’s Facebook
page, stop by the recreation depart-
ment or call (908) 789-4080.

Library to Present
Space Trivia Night

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library will host Space
Trivia Night on Thursday, December
5, at 7 p.m. During this event, partici-
pants can test their knowledge of the
universe. Registration is required for
teams or individuals (who are wel-
come to team up if they choose).

For more information or to regis-
ter, go to scotlib.org or call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township.

Garwood Tree Lighting
On Tap Saturday

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Christmas Tree Lighting will take
place this Saturday, November 30, at
5 p.m. Admission to this event is free.
The festivities will take place at 403
South Avenue, Garwood.

The Celebrations Committee in-
vites all to kick off the holiday sea-
son with Santa Claus. Free popcorn,
hot chocolate, donuts, cotton candy,
face painting, balloons and more will
be available. There also will be en-
tertainment by the Ydance Academy,
Girl Scouts and the Lincoln School
Selected Choir.

The Celebrations Committee is
supporting Toys for Tots. Attendees
are asked to consider donating a new,
unwrapped toy at the event.

Congratulations

on your

joyous occasion!

To reserve your space
Contact Suzette Stalker,

Community Editor
908-232-4407

community@goleader.com
goleader.com/form/wedding

Weddings
Births

Engagements
AnniversarysDISTINGUISHED SERVICE...Long-time Mobile Meals Board President

Nancy Otchy, seated, recently was honored by the current board upon her
retirement from the organization. She served as a board member for over 20
years, and after taking the reins as president, steered the organization up until
its 50th anniversary in 2018. Pictured with her, from left to right, are: Mary
Doyle, Josephine Walsh, Linda Johnson, Kit Laudati, Doug Lynch, Fran
Lemberg, Kim Englese, Cherie Parker, Ruth Maloney and Marie Sloan. Ms.
Maloney succeeded Ms. Otchy as board president. For information about
Mobile Meals, including its services to clients, volunteering or donating, visit
mobilemealsofwestfield.org or call (908) 233-6146.
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KATZ 11 RUSHING TDS, 9 PASSING; COATES 72 TACKLES

Cougars Had Highs & Lows;
Finished Football Season, 5-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Outstanding performances mixed
in with some disappointing perfor-
mances highlighted the season for the
Cranford High School football team.
The Cougar gridmen knocked off
some formidable opponents but then
fell short in some key games to finish
with a 5-4 record. And the highs and
lows seemed to work in an alternating
fashion.

The Cougars began their season in
style with a 31-16 victory over the
Montgomery Cougars, who would go
on to finish the regular season with an
8-1 record before falling to Randolph
in the North Jersey, Section 1, Group
4 quarterfinals. In that game senior
quarterback Connor Katz ran for a
pair of touchdowns and tossed a 30-

yard touchdown strike to senior re-
ceiver Tom Korzeneski. Defensively
senior nose guard Patrick Blowe, jun-
ior linebacker Matt Coates and senior
strong safety Evan Kanterman, along
with senior linebacker Kevin Keogh,
who had an interception, kept
Montgomery’s offense in check.

Just two weeks later after silencing
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 42-7, the
Cougars were dazzled by the
Somerville Pioneers’ no-huddle of-
fense in a humbling 40-7 setback. The
Pioneers scored 40 unanswered points
to start the Mercy Rule clock ticking
before junior running back Dennis
DeMarino scored the Cougars’ only
touchdown on a one-yard bash.
Somerville’s only regular-season loss
was 23-16 to Summit. The Pioneers
went on to beat Absegami and Seneca

to advance to the South Jersey Group
3 finals where they lost to top-seeded
Woodrow Wilson, 54-30.

The very next week, the Cougars
took out their frustrations on the
Immaculata Spartans, 31-8. But when
the Cougars traveled to Rahway River
Park the following Friday night to
face the unbeaten Indians, they were
unable to handle their blazing speed
in a 46-14 defeat. Rahway scored two
touchdowns within the first five min-
utes to plunge the Cougars into a
catch-up mode. Katz was thrown for
losses nine times but did manage to
have big runs of 42 yards, 32 yards
and 33 yards to go with a seven-yard
touchdown run. Senior receiver Mike
Kalnins had a 34-yard touchdown
reception and junior wide receiver

GIGLIO LED TEAM WITH 12 GOALS; DESENA FIVE GOALS

Soccer Blue Devil Boys Were
In Every Game; Finished 9-5-5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Superb defense was the highlight
and the reason that the Westfield High
School boys soccer team was in every
game this season. The Blue Devil
boys may have finished with what
may have appeared to be a modest 9-
5-5 record and with no titles but all
five of their losses were by one point.

The Blue Devils’ losses were to
third-ranked Elizabeth twice (1-0, 2-
1), Scotch Plains-Fanwood (1-0) and
Princeton (1-0) during the regular
season and to the SPF Raiders, 1-0, in
the semifinal round of the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 4 Tournament.
Their ties were to Seton Hall Prep, 1-
1, (22-1-1, presently ranked No.2),
Cranford, 0-0, and Summit, 0-0, dur-
ing the regular season. The Blue Dev-

ils tied Governor Livingston, 2-2, in
the Union County Tournament (UCT)
quarterfinal round but advanced via
penalty kick shootout then they tied
Summit, 1-1, in the UCT semifinal
but were on the short end of the
shootout.

The Blue Devils outscored their
opponents, 38-12, and the most ex-
treme margin of victory was a 9-1
thrashing of Cranford just five days
after tying the Cougars. The Blue
Devils also crushed East Orange, 5-0,
in the sectional first round and
grounded the Plainfield Cardinals
twice by 4-0 margins.

The extreme goals for and against
margin could be attributed to the solid
play of the midfield, defensive backs
and sophomore goalkeeper Ryan
Friedberg, who recorded eight shut-

outs, while allowing just 12 goals.
“Ryan Friedberg had a huge sopho-

more year, came up with the big save
when needed, but was also our first
line of attack to make good decisions
when in possession of the ball,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Eric Shaw ex-
plained.

The team co-captains were
midfielder Andrew Echausse (goal)
and defender Ronit Rao (1 goal, 1
assist). Those two were responsible
for and successful at controlling the
flow of the game in the Blue Devils’
favor.

“Ronit and Andrew where great
captains. They both led by example,
always the hardest worker and lead-
ing those around them and setting a
great example for the team. Unfortu-

LYGHT, KLURMAN, PRICE, LEY, NELSON LED SCORING

Stellar Defense Keyed Raider
Girls’ Run to Sectional Crown

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It was an extraordinary season for
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls soccer team. The Raid-
ers captured the NJSIAA North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 4 Sectional
Title with a 2-0 victory over the
Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers, who
had been the defending champions.
The sectional title was part of a mag-
nificent late-season run that saw the
Raiders earn three straight wins over
Top-20 teams on its way to the
program’s first-ever trip to the state
final.

Incredible defense was the hall-
mark of the 2019 Raiders. The num-
bers posted by this year’s group were
among the stingiest in school history.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood recorded 12

shutouts on the season, while allow-
ing just 17 goals overall. There were
only four times in which the team
allowed more than one goal in a game.

The Raiders started off the season
with four straight shutouts. It was a
sign of things to come. Still there was
a feeling that things could get even
better from there.

“I think the coaches and players
knew we could be good but there
needed to be a consistent drive to win
every time the girls stepped on the
field,” said Raider Head Coach Kevin
Ewing. “That occurred towards the
middle of October. The kids started
playing great soccer consistently for
80 minutes.”

The Lady Raiders suffered a devas-
tating setback in the Union County
Tournament (UCT) semifinals where

rival Westfield ended their streak of
nine straight UCT crowns by advanc-
ing on penalty kicks. The Raiders had
to put the loss behind them quickly
and did exactly that.

The state tournament placed a
Murderers Row list of opponents in
between the Raiders and their goal of
a sectional title. The Raiders then
responded by not allowing a goal
through five consecutive games be-
fore a 2-1 win over Montclair in the
group semifinal. Included in that
stretch was a 4-0 win over Westfield

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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David B. Corbin (fall 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADING THE TEAM ON OFFENSE...Senior Chris Giglio, No. 5, led the Blue Devils this season with 12 goals and four
assists. In a 9-1 washout of the Cranford Cougars in late September, Giglio notched the Hat Trick plus one (4 goals).

David B. Corbin (fall 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PUTTING ON THE PRESSURE...Cougars Nate Caldwell, No. 31, Jeremy West, No. 79, and Parker Melchiorre, No. 45, put
the pressure on a JP Stevens Hawk as he attempts a pitchout on Senior Night in Cranford.

David B. Corbin (fall 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SWEET JOY OF VICTORY...Senior goalkeeper Maya Kessler hugs a teammate after the Raiders defeated Bridgewater-
Raritan for the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Championship in med November.
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See More Season Wrap-ups
Plus Preseasons Next Week
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Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong. 

Sometimes it’s letting go.
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Cougars Struggled With ‘O’
In Boys Soccer; Finish 4-13-2

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Clicking on offense seemed to be a
major difficulty for this year’s
Cranford High School boys soccer
team. The Cougars boys managed to
find the net only 14 times this season
while yielding 49 goals to finish with

a 4-13-2 record. The Cougars did
have four very close games where
they lost by only one point but they
did experience two games where they
just could not prevent the opposing
team from scoring nearly at will.

The Cougars defeated the Rahway
Indians, 1-0, and the South Plainfield
Tigers, 1-0, during the regular sea-
son, along with Oratory Prep, 2-1, on
Senior Night at Cranford. Their other
win was a 2-1 victory over the Brearley
Bears in the first round of the Union
County Tournament (UCT). The two
ties were to Westfield, 0-0, on Sep-
tember 21 and Governor Livingston,
0-0, in the second round of the UCT
where the Highlanders advanced due
to penalty kick shootout.

The Cougars’ four tight losses were
to Summit Hilltoppers, 1-0, early in
the season, Union Catholic, 1-0,
Plainfield, 3-2 and 1-0, and Colonia,
2-1. They lost twice to Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 2-0, and 3-0. The Cougars
were beaten handily by Summit, 4-1,
and Governor Livingston, 4-1, later in
the season. The Cougar boys lost 5-0
and 4-1 to the No. 3, 21-1-4 Elizabeth
Minutemen, who repeated as North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 champions.

The two wipeout games came at the

feet of the Summit Hilltoppers, 8-1,
in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
4 first round and 9-1 to the Westfield
Blue Devils just five days after bat-
tling to a 0-0 draw.

In that game with the Blue Devils,
although the ball was ping-ponging
all over the Cougars’ half of the field,

the scoreboard remained at 0-0 for
the first 10 minutes. Finally Blue Devil
Chris Giglio quivered the net with
29:47 on the clock. However, within
a span of just 27 seconds, Cougar
senior attacker Connor Blazek ripped

a shot past goalkeeper Ryan Friedberg
and it appeared that there would be
quite a contest. Unfortunately for the
Cougars, the Blue Devils exploded
for five more goals to take a 6-1 lead
at the half then added three more in
the second half.

Blazek finished with
multiple goals to lead the
Cougars, Senior attacker
Chris Georgiou and jun-
ior midfielder Tim
O’Donovan each scored
a few goals. Blazek and
O’Donovan scored goals
in the UCT victory over
Brearley. Blazek and se-
nior attacking midfielder
Kyle Lynsky in the “Se-
nior Night” win over
Oratory Prep. Senior at-
tacking midfielder
Jameson Chang also re-
corded a goal this sea-
son.

Senior Andrew
Iacovano handled the
majority of the
goalkeeping duties this
season but junior
Dominic Savinelli also
played the leading role
in several games.

In addition to Savinelli
and O’Donovan, the
Cougars will return jun-
ior co-captain/center

back Drew Goldfeder, juniors Colin
Farley (center back), Matt St. George
(outside back), Liam Fitzpatrick and
Ryan Dooley (striker) and sophomores
Matteo Beltran (outside back), Jake
Icklan (striker) and Owen Maher.

Arjun Petgrave had a 72-yard catch-
and-run reception.

One week later, the Cougars crushed
the JP Stevens Hawks, 41-0, but fol-
lowed up with a 34-21 loss to the
North Hunterdon Lions in a battle for
the possibility to seize the conference
title. The Cougars found themselves
in a 20-0 hole. Katz had a 15-yard
touchdown run and completed a 21-
yard touchdown to Korzeneski.
DeMarino added a two-yard touch-
down run.

One week later the Cougars trav-
eled to Summit and stunned the then
6-1 Hilltoppers, 35-20. Previously,
the Hilltoppers’ only loss was to
Rahway but they upset Somerville.
The Cougars’ defense limited the Sum-

mit running game to just 57 yards.
Blowe plugged up the holes to make
it possible for junior safety Nate
Caldwell, junior cornerback Jake
Chapman, Coates and Keogh to lead
the defense in tackles.

Next came the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 1, Group 4 first round playoff
game against the Irvington Blue
Knights. The Cougars held a 21-8
lead entering the fourth quarter in
Irvington but the Blue Knights an-
swered with a pair of touchdowns to
take a 22-21 lead then blocked a last-
second field goal attempt by Cougar
Diar Dautega to advance to the semi-
final round. Katz threw a pair of touch-
down passes to senior receiver Jake
DeClerico and another to Kalnins.
Caldwell and senior Liam Loughlin
recorded sacks.

The information above came from
the archives of The Westfield Leader.
Below is information as indicated by
maxpreps.

Offensively, Katz completed 90 of
150 passes for 1,309 yards, which
included nine touchdown passes and
two interceptions. Sophomore quar-
terback Shane Van Dam completed
one of two passes for five yards. Katz
also led the team in rushing with 614
yards on 145 carries, including 11

touchdowns. DeMarino carried 82
times for 393 yards, including seven
touchdowns. Junior Marcus Johnson
carried 37 times for 240 yards, in-
cluding three touchdowns. Kalnins
carried 16 times for 75 yards, includ-
ing a touchdown and sophomore Colin
Murray carried four times for 43 yards,
including a touchdown.

When it came to long bombs,
Korzeneski was the go-to man.
Korzeneski had 16 receptions for 324
yards, including four touchdowns, the
longest being an 80-yard catch-and-
run play. DeClerico had 21 recep-
tions for 261 yards, including a pair of
touchdowns. Kalnins snagged 16
passes for 75 yards and a touchdown.
Senior Anthony DeCostello had 13

receptions for 121 yards. Senior wide
receiver Cole Blazek had nine recep-
tions for 130 yards. Petgrave had eight
receptions for 208 yards. DeMarino
had two receptions for 12 yards,
Johnson had four receptions for 42
yards and sophomore Zion Hammond
had a five-yard reception.

Junior Dautega assumed the kick-
offs and place-kicking responsibili-
ties and booted 33 points after and

two field goals for 39 points.
Defensively, Coates was involved

in 72 tackles, which included six
throws for losses (TFL) and four sacks.
Caldwell had 67 tackles, including
seven TFL’s and three sacks. Chapman
had 65 tackles, including two TFL’s,
and added a blocked field goal at-
tempt and an interception. Kanterman
had 63 tackles, including two TFL’s
and participation in a sack, plus a
fumble recovery. Keogh had 43 tack-
les, including three TFL’s and two
sacks, plus and interception.

Junior linebacker Nick Librera had
42 tackles, including four TFL’s and
two sacks, and a fumble recovery.
Korzeneski, who had 33 tackles, led
the team with four interceptions.

Kalnins had 26 tackles, including two
TFL’s and a sack. Loughlin finished
with 28 tackles, including five TFL’s
and a team-leading 4.5 sacks. Blowe
had 19 tackles, including three TFL’s
and a sack. Blazek had 23 tackles,
including a TFL, and two intercep-
tions. Junior Garrett Lynch recorded
two sacks and a fumble recovery.
Senior cornerback Luke Pachkowski
had an interception.

Mat Championships Return
To Atlantic City March 5-7

ROBBINSVILLE — This coming
February, Atlantic City’s Boardwalk
Hall will again host the New Jersey
State High School Wrestling Cham-
pionships. Continuing what has been
a tradition for the sport since 2002,
the top high school wrestlers from
across the state will be at Boardwalk
Hall on March 5, 6 and 7 to compete
for statewide honors.

All-session tickets will be priced at
$40 and will go on sale through
Ticketmaster.com, the Boardwalk
Hall Box Office, Ticketmaster Out-
lets, or by phone (609 348 7512)
beginning at noon Friday, December
13. This public sale has a limit of 10
tickets per order. Single session re-
served tickets are $10 and will go on
sale at noon on Friday, January 10.

Group sales for all-session tickets
will be available for orders consisting
of a minimum of 11 tickets and a
maximum of 50 tickets per order.
Group orders will be accepted start-
ing Tuesday, December 10. Requested
seating is NOT guaranteed. A $4 ser-

vice charge per ticket will be added to
group sales purchases. Group tickets
can be purchased by calling 609-348-
7022 or by e-mailing
kate.bielunas@spectraxp.com.

Senior citizens (65 and older), chil-
dren (2-12), and students with a valid
grade school or high school ID are
eligible for a $2 ticket beginning on
Thursday, March 5. These will be
available through the weekend of the
event. These discounts are available
only at the Boardwalk Hall Box Of-
fice with a valid ID.

For the second year, girls champi-
onships will also be a part of the
program, after highly-successful de-
but season in 2019.

Both Jim Whelan Boardwalk Hall
and the Atlantic City Convention Cen-
ter are owned and funded by the New
Jersey Casino Reinvestment Devel-
opment Authority (CRDA). Spectra
provides both Venue Management and
Food Services & Hospitality to both
Jim Whelan Boardwalk Hall and the
Atlantic City Convention Center.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 19-19

ORDINANCE OF THE BOR-
OUGH COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY CREATING A PARKS
AND RECREATION COMMIT-
TEE

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood (the
“Borough”), are charged with establish-
ing and maintaining public parks and rec-
reation facilities, activities, and programs
for the benefit of the residents of the Bor-
ough; and

WHEREAS, there currently exists a
Recreation Commission that is respon-
sible for such activities; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council seek
to expand the recreational activities and
facilities currently created, promoted, and
administered by the Borough; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have
therefore determined that an ordinance
creating a Parks and Recreation Commit-
tee, led by a director, is in the best interests
of the residents of the Borough.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Garwood, County of Union, New Jersey
that:

Section 1. Article I (“Reserved”) of Chap-
ter 10 (“Boards, Bureaus, and Authori-
ties”) of the Borough Code shall be and is
hereby amended as follows:

Article I Parks and Recreation Commit-
tee

Section 10-1 Establishment and Com-
position

A. Establishment and Composi-
tion: There is hereby established a Parks
and Recreation Committee, hereinafter
referred to as the “Committee.” The Com-
mittee shall consist of such number of
members as may be determined by the
Mayor at his or her discretion. Members of
the Committee shall consist of citizens and
residents of the Borough and one director
who is not required to be a citizen or
resident of the Borough.

B. Parks and Recreation Director:
The Committee shall be led by a Parks and
Recreation Director, who shall be appointed
by the Council upon the Administrator’s
recommendation and who shall serve at
the pleasure of the Council. The Parks and
Recreation Director shall be exempt from
the residency requirement of N.J.S.A.
40A:60-6. The Council shall fix the com-
pensation or salary of the Parks and Rec-
reation Director by ordinance. Nothing
contained in this Code shall be construed
to prohibit the Parks and Recreation Direc-
tor from holding any other office or position
of the Borough, unless incompatible. The

duties of the Parks and Recreation Direc-
tor shall be as follows:

(1) Carry out all day-to-day responsi-
bilities required to maintain the Committee’s
recreational programs, activities, exhibi-
tions, games, contests, and the like, along
with all obligations under Chapter 126 of
the Code.

(2) Provide regular recommendations
to the Committee for new recreational pro-
grams, activities, exhibitions, games, con-
tests, and the like.

(3) Submit monthly reports to the
Mayor and Council, through the Borough
Administrator.

(4) Attend meetings of the Mayor and
Council when specifically requested.

(5) The Parks and Recreation Direc-
tor shall be directly responsible to the
Administrator.

C. Term: The Committee members
shall be appointed for terms of one year.
Appointments to fill vacancies shall be
made in the same manner as original ap-
pointments, and all such appointments
shall be for the unexpired term only. The
members shall receive no compensation
for their services.

D. Removal or Vacancy: The Mayor
may remove any member for cause on
written charges served upon the member,
and after a hearing thereafter at which the
member shall be entitled to be heard in-
person or by counsel. Any member with
three or more unexcused absences from
Committee meetings in any one year shall
be presumed to have given cause for re-
moval.

Section 10-2 Powers and Duties
The Committee shall be responsible for

all Borough recreation activities. It shall
conduct and oversee forms of recreation
and/or cultural activities for the residents
of the Borough. The Committee may con-
duct such activities on properties under
the control/ownership of the Borough, as
well as on private properties. The Commit-
tee may charge and collect reasonable
fees for such activities.

The Committee shall additionally study
and make recommendations regarding rec-
reation affecting Borough residents and
undertake such projects as requested by
the Council. The Committee shall addi-
tionally, as it deems desirable:

A. Recommend action to improve,
maintain, equip, and staff the playgrounds
and recreation places of the Borough.

B. Recommend recreational pro-
grams, activities, exhibitions, games, con-
tests, and the like for the recreation of
residents of the Borough.

C. Recommend the adoption of suit-
able rules, regulations, and bylaws for the
use of Borough recreational facilities and
conduct of all persons while on or using
same.

D. Recommend property and/or land
for acquisition for use as public playgrounds
or recreation places.

Section 10-3 Expenses and Finances
The Council shall appropriate sums

which, in their opinion, are satisfactory to
the Committee to enable the Committee to
pay its expenses. The Committee may
solicit or receive any gifts or bequests of
money, personal property, or any dona-
tion, to be applied toward temporary or
permanent use of parks, playgrounds, and
recreational facilities. All monies received
by the Committee shall be paid to the
municipal treasurer and shall be kept in a
special fund dedicated to park and recre-
ational facilities.

Section 2. The Board of Recreation
Commissioners shall be and is hereby
abolished and Article II (“Board of Recre-
ation Commissioners”) of Chapter 10
(“Boards, Bureaus, and Authorities”) of the
Borough Code shall be and is hereby de-
leted.

Section 3. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with
any part of this Ordinance are hereby
repealed to the extent that they are in
conflict or inconsistent.

Section 4. If any section, provision, or
part of provision of this Ordinance shall be
held to be unenforceable or invalid by any
court, such holding shall not affect the
validity of this Ordinance, or any part
thereof, other than the part so held unen-
forceable or invalid.

Section 5. A copy of this Ordinance
shall be available for public inspection at
the office of the Borough Clerk during
regular business hours for the required
statutory period.

Section 6. This Ordinance shall take
effect in accordance with all applicable
laws.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 19-19, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 25th DAY OF NOVEMBER 2019,
and that Ordinance No. 19-19, will be taken
up for further consideration for final pas-
sage at the meeting of said Borough Coun-
cil to be held at its meeting room in the
Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, New Jersey, on the 12th DAY
OF DECEMBER  2019, at 7:15 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
heard, at which time and place all persons
who may be interested therein will be given
an opportunity to be heard concerning the
same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 11/28/19, The Leader Fee: $164.73

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

We’ll Help You
Get Your Business
in the Spotlight!

goleader.com/form/bulletin

David B. Corbin (fall 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COACH ROSENMEIER’S 100TH...The Cranford Cougars display the banner created by the Cranford Booster Club
congratulating Head Coach Erik Rosenmeier for achieving his 100th career victory after a 41-0 win over JP Stevens.

David B. Corbin (fall 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IN HOT PURSUIT...Cougar linebacker Kevin Keogh, No. 46, tries to chase down
a Rahway Indian running back at Rahway River Park in October.

David B. Corbin (fall 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING HEAD-TO-HEAD...Cougar senior co-captain Tyler Burns, No. 9, and Westfield Blue Devil Jeremy Silber, No. 10,
go head-to-head during a game at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield.

David B. Corbin (fall 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ABOUT TO MAKE THE SAVE...Cougar junior goalkeeper Don Savinelli makes a save during
a game at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Stellar Defense Keyed Raiders
To Sectional Championship

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Blue Devils Were in Every Game; Finish 9-5-5
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

nately Andrew found himself injured
early on in the season and then came
down with Mono, so [he] had to lead
in a different manner. He found a way
to help the group. They took on extra
responsibilities and ensured that ev-
erything ran smoothly because they
had the best interests of the team at
heart,” Coach Shaw said.

The play of the midfield helped
immensely in keeping opponents from
penetrating Blue Devil turf. Along
with Echausse, senior Jeremy Silber,
who also contributed three goals and
an assist, juniors Matt Blake (goal,
assist), Dylan Kronick (2 assists) and
James Birle, and sophomores Max
Rokshar (3 goals, assist) and Victor
Ott (goal) were very instrumental in
redirecting the ball back into oppo-
nents’ turf.

“Jeremy Silber, Matt Blake and Max
Rokshar where our midfielders who
controlled the pace and spread of the
game, They are our best players with
the ball that allowed us to keep pos-
session,” Coach Shaw pointed out.

But when the ball did penetrate
Blue Devil turf, seniors Rao, Eli
Carayannopoulos and Eric Ellner or
junior Jack Kelesoglu and senior
Camilo Cardenas-Caceres were in
position to ward off the threats.

“Eric Ellner and Eli had a great
relationship on the field over the past
two seasons. Eric the more technical
player, with good anticipation and
reading of the game to get an advan-
tage, Eli more the physical player,
using his strength and speed to find
success. Jack Kelesoglu and Ronit
Rao where also important to our suc-
cess in the back but also giving us
some attacking options on the width,”
Coach Shaw explained.

On the attack, senior Chris Giglio
led the team with 12 goals and four
assists. In the 9-1 washout over
Cranford, Giglio scored four goals.
Senior John Desena finished with five
goals and seven assists. Junior AJ

Bertch scored four goals and had an
assist. Sophomore Matias Arbelaez
finished with two goals and two as-
sists. Juniors Henry Meacock and

Sean Hazard had two goals apiece,
and sophomore Chris Cicca contrib-
uted four assists.

“We where very pleased in the style

that we played this year, though we
didn’t win any trophies there was not
one game this season that we felt we
could not win. That belief started in

our first big challenge verse Seton
Hall Prep knowing we should have
come out with a better result,” Coach
Shaw concluded.

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services Directory

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

  

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Precision Painting Plus

Specializing in Interior Painting,

Wall Repair, Spackling,

Professional, Neat, Reliable

No job too small

Book me before the holidays!

908-400-5599

Free estimates

VERES, KRONHEIMER, ALTMAN NAMED TEAM CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Swim Boys Seeking
To Put Trophy Back on Shelf

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

 Championships are a regular part
of the conversation when discussing
the Westfield High School boys swim
program. For the first time in a while
the Blue Devils enter the coming cam-
paign looking to put a trophy back on
the shelf after narrowly missing out
last season. Westfield finished sec-
ond at the Union County Champion-
ships with 400 points, just behind first
time winner, Summit (405). The Blue
Devils also “settled” for second in the
NJSIAA North Jersey, Section 2,
Group A Finals, where Bridgewater-
Raritan defeated them 107-63.

Most coaches would view such re-
sults with envy. At Westfield though,
the standards are high. The Blue Devils
will look to regain their usual spot at the

top of the Union County standings this
season. They also have hopes of return-
ing to the sectional finals. In order to
meet those lofty goals, the team will
have to reload after the loss of some
talented contributors to graduation.

“We lost some key swimmers to
graduation in Cooper Prieto, Tommy
Brennan, Zach Youssef, Tommy
Moore and Tim McGann.” said
Westfield Head Coach Jeffrey Knight.
“I think we have the guys on our roster
that can get it done in those spots and

I look forward to seeing them grow
into those roles.”

Brennan was the Blue Devils’ sole
individual champion at the Union
County Championships last season.
Brennan won the 100-yard breast-
stroke in a time of 59:13. Prieto fin-
ished second in both the 100-yard
freestyle (48.56) and the 50-yard
freestyle (21.89). Youssef was third
in the 100-yard butterfly (54.19).

So there are plenty of spots to fill.
But the cupboard is anything but bare.
Knight has a deep and talented group
of swimmers from which to construct
a championship worthy squad.

Seniors Kyle Altman, Jeremy
Kronheimer, Gary Maimon, Joshua
Schwartz, Colm Slevin and Zachary
Williams head up the rest of the ros-
ter. Juniors Andrew Brennan, Aidan

Dailey, Steven Gorelik, Brendan
Jawor, Michael Riordan, Brendan
Stiles and Barney Vares also return to
offer experience in various events.

Roan Baker, Seth Camacho, Adam
Contract, Colin Gimblette, Billy
Maguire, Colman Scanlon, Carsen
Sharkey, Matt Swenson, TJ Walsh
and Jack Young make up a deep sopho-
more class. Newcomers Colin
Kavanagh, Cameron Linenberg, Leo
Mangiamele, Christian Tedesco and
Nathan Welsh make up the freshmen

class looking to make contributions.
“We return a good young core with

Barney Veres, Jeremy Kronheimer and
Kyle Altman serving as captains,”
said Knight. “We will look for Roan
Baker, Seth Camacho, Matt Swenson,
TJ Walsh and Carsen Sharkey to once
again provide big contributions for
our team.”

Baker returns after having finished
second in the 200-yard Individual
Medley (1:57.55) last season. Baker
also finished second in the 100-yard
backstroke (53.92). Baker enters the
season as a favorite to claim those
events this season in the county cham-
pionships.

Distance swimmer Swenson took
fourth in the county last year in the
500-yard freestyle (4:53.82). But with
Scotch Plains-Fanwood legend Josh
Cohen having graduated, Swenson has
a shot at winning the event this season.

Senior sprinter Kronheimer was
third in counties in the 50-yard
freestyle (22.55) and fourth in the
100-yard freestyle (50.17). Look for
him to move up in the standings this
season.

Junior Veres was third in the 100-
yard breaststroke (1 .96). Veres could
give the Blue Devils back-to-back
county winners in that event following
up on Brennan’s victory last season.

“We have a good group of moving
parts as many of the guys can swim
multiple events,” said Knight. “That
flexibility will serve us well depend-
ing on the opponents we match up
against.”

Of course, the Blue Devils never
take the easy path to championships.
Once again Westfield will face some
of the toughest competition the state
has to offer as they charge through the
regular season in hopes of county and
sectional titles.

“We have a very competitive sched-
ule where we will be able to see where
we stack up at the county and sec-
tional level,” said Knight. “If we per-
form at the level that I believe this
team is capable of, I think we will be
in the mix in both.”

The Blue Devils hit the water on
December 3 at Union.

in the sectional semis that served as
revenge for their defeat in the county.

Not to be overlooked, the Raider
offense certainly contributed to the
success. In the four-game run to the
sectional title, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
outscored opponents 16-0. The Raid-
ers were led on offense by standout
performer, Corinne Lyght who torched
opponents for 19 goals on the season.
Lyght, a junior, added 10 assists to her
impressive stat line. Lyght figures to
be among the best in the state next
season and is already a much desired
recruit for many college teams.

Also contributing to the offense
were players like junior Faith Price (9
goals, 4 assists), junior Holly Nelson
(5 goals, 3 assists) and sophomore
Leah Klurman (11 goals, 6 assists).

Then in a 4-0 loss to Hunterdon
Central in the state Group 4 finals, the
defense finally rested. Ewing, who
has seen some pretty good Raider
defenses in his time at the school was
asked if this was the greatest defen-
sive squad he ever coached.

“I don’t really compare teams that
I coached in the past with current
teams. The current team was very
good defensively but there is always
room for improvement,” he said.

If this team improved by any more

on the defensive side, opponents may
not have scored at all.  What makes
that prospect even scarier for the rest
of Union County is that the Raiders
will return many experienced players
from this historically good defense
next year.

“We have a lot of good players
coming back and they all have played
in games,” said Ewing. “We are look-
ing to continue to do well in the Con-
ference, Counties and State Tourna-
ment.”

Among the departing players are
senior goalkeeper Maya Kessler, who
finished out her career by recording 82
saves this season. Kessler will attend
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute next
season. Lizzie Ley (6 goals, 11 assists)
also graduates. Ley will attend Drew
University in September. Rachel
Schoss (5 goals, 7 assists) will play at
Virginia Wesleyan University.

Trying to nail down just which one
of the many accomplishments this
Raider team achieved this season is
difficult, even for Ewing.

“There is not one single game or
achievement that stands out. I think it
is just impressive how good the girls
were all season long and how resilient
they were as a team through the whole
season.”
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David B. Corbin (fall 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEFENDING THEIR GOAL...Senior defenders Elias Carayannopoulos, No. 2, Eric Ellner, No. 3, and goalkeeper Ryan
Friedburg, No. 0, defend their goal during a game with Scotch Plains-Fanwood in Westfield.

David B. Corbin (fall 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNDER CONTROL...Senior midfielder Jeremy Silber, No. 10, controls the ball
during the UCT semifinal game against the Summit Hilltoppers in Clark.

David B. Corbin (fall 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDER LEADER OFFENSIVELY...Junior attacker Corinne Lyght, No. 6, led the Raiders in scoring this season with 19
goals while adding 10 assists. Here Lyght battles for control with Blue Devil Sofia Carayannopoulos, No. 16.

David B. Corbin (February 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

QUITE AN ASSET...Blue Devil Roan Baker works the butterfly during a meet
with Bergen Catholic last February at Wallace Pool in Westfield.
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Enjoy Turkey Tradition
While It’s Still Here

It may have been brutally cold
Thanksgiving morning, maybe even
snowy or icy rain. But I hope you
really did not miss this year’s
Westfield-Plainfield football game.
It was scheduled for 11 a.m. at Kehler
Stadium.

Seniors Tim Alliegro, Griffin
Rooney and Hank Shapiro would be
seeking to end their record-setting
careers in style. Alliegro needed just
52 yards to reach 2,000 for his career
(and 138 to pass Ricardo Johnson as
the school’s No. 4 all-time rusher);
Rooney needed just three receptions
to become the first Blue Devil to
reach 100 for his career, and he was
just one shy of Jack Shirk’s single-
season TD receptions mark of 11; and
Shapiro was just three short of Phil
Martini’s record of 22 touchdown
passes in a single season.

And, perhaps the biggest reason to
have been there, is it could have been
the final game between the two an-
cient rivals, at least on Thanksgiving
morning.

As has been mentioned in the
Devil’s Den several times in recent
Novembers, the NJSIAA football
playoffs keep expanding, currently
taking up three Saturdays in Novem-
ber. And for those who no longer have
a Thanksgiving rivalry, it can be four
Saturdays in November. If WHS had
beaten Ridgewood and then Passaic
Tech, their North Group 5 title game
against Union would have been on
Dec. 6-7. If WHS was alive in the
playoffs, many people would have
advocated to play the jayvees against
Plainfield, to potentially avoid inju-
ries to key players (not realizing that
if you play to not get hurt, you’re
probably going to get hurt).

One major problem is that Plainfield
hasn’t qualified for the playoffs for
over a decade, so the Cardinals (2-7)
have been practicing in the freezing
weather without playing a game since
Nov. 7. That’s 21 days between real
action.

Some people on Facebook have
wondered how a team could be in the
playoffs when their regular season
isn’t over yet. The fact is, since the
state’s football playoffs were created
in 1974, while some schools have
continued their Turkey Day rivalries,
the number of those games has
dropped off considerably. Instead of
every team playing their tradition ri-
val on Thanksgiving Day (or Eve in a
few cases), now it’s only a few –
Vineland-Millville, Burlington City-
Palmyra, Long Branch-Red Bank,
Asbury Park-Neptune, Hackensack-
Teaneck, Hamilton-Steinert, Passaic-
Clifton and, of course, Easton (Pa.)-
Phillipsburg.

In almost every other state in the
country, traditional rivalry games are

generally played around Halloween,
so as not to interfere with the playoffs.
Ohio’s Massillon Washington vs.

Canton McKinley are two such an-
cient rivals and they’ve never played
on a Thanksgiving morning and rarely
play in November, unless it’s a play-
off rematch.

Some New Jersey schools have
changed their long-standing games to
earlier in the season. Rumson-Fair
Haven and Red Bank Catholic met in
the season-opener this year, after play-
ing on Thanksgiving Day for 67 years,
starting in 1947.

Although the Thanksgiving rivalry
between Westfield and Plainfield
didn’t actually start until 1944, the
two schools have played 114 times
since the first recorded game in 1900
(this year is the 76th on Thanksgiv-
ing). The Blue Devils have won 62,
lost 45 and there have been 7 ties.

Since WHS anticipates playoff
games deep into November every year,
maybe the Plainfield rivalry could be
moved to earlier in the year, like Week
0. This year WHS had its bye that
week, opening on Sept. 14 against
Linden. But let’s be real … Plainfield
hasn’t had a winning season since
2005. The last 10 years, the Cardinals
have a 17-82-1 record, 8-42 the last 5
years. That doesn’t help WHS in
power points. They would be better
served in Week 0 by Scotch Plains,

which went 4-6 this fall, including 4-
4 at the cutoff date for power points.
Or former longtime opponents

Cranford (5-3 at the cutoff), Summit
(6-2), or Rahway (6-2).

High school football in the 21st
century is nothing close to the game
many of us fondly remember from
“back in the day.” It’s all about wide-

open, spread offensive attacks. It’s all
about power points and playoffs. And
ancient local rivalries, they’re for the
“old timers” and the history books.

After losing to Ridgewood, 16-10,
on Nov. 15, several WHS players told
The Leader that they were looking
forward to Turkey Day.

Linebacker Will Kessler said,
“We’re going to practice hard and
we’ll all be ready. We’ll get that vic-
tory and it’ll be a good Thanksgiv-
ing.”

“We’ve got to put in a good effort
and go out with a win,” halfback Tim
Alliegro said.

“I’m looking forward to the game,”
tight end John Czarnecki told tapinto.net.
“You get a chance to end your (high
school) career, and you don’t want to go
out there and lay an egg.”

* * *
In the Ohio football playoffs,

Massillon Washington ended Akron
Bishop Hoban’s four-year reign as

INTER-COUNTY SOCCER CHAMPIONS...The Westfield U19 Sky Blue
soccerteam won the Inter-County Championship earlier this week. On November
17, Sky Blue defeated a tough Rahway team, 2-0, to take the championship. Sky
Blue ended the season 10-1-1.

state champions with a 17-14 victory
Friday night at the University of Ak-
ron. The Tigers will face the Avon
Eagles this Friday night in the semifi-
nals; both teams are 13-0.

HARRIERS END IN STYLE
The WHS boys cross-country team

finished 11th and the girls team placed
12th at Saturday’s Meet of Champi-
ons at Holmdel Park. Seniors Will
Loggia (15th) and Kevin Yucetepe
(22nd) were top finishers for the boys.
Junior Caroline Collins was 34th to
lead the youthful girls team.

GREENSPAN HONORED
Joe Greenspan (’11) was named

the United Soccer League Champi-
onship Defender of the Year. The
former WHS and Navy standout
played 15 games at center back for

the Pittsburgh Riverhounds, who won
the Eastern Conference title. He was
a key to their posting 17 clean sheets,
tying the league record.

The 6-foot-6 Greenspan was a two-
time all-county soccer player at WHS
before moving on to Annapolis, where
he was a two-time all-American and a
semifinalist for the Hermann Trophy
– soccer’s version of football’s
Heisman Trophy.

TRACY STEPS DOWN
Bill Tracy, the head football coach

at Ridge High School the last 11 years,
stepped down last week. Tracy is a
1986 graduate of Union and was an
assistant at WHS under Ed
Tranchinain 1996 and 1997. Tracy
had a 71-44 record with the Red Dev-
ils, including 8-2 this past season. His
2013 team went 12-0 and beat Union
to win the North 2 Group 4 title. He
also spent 11 years as the head coach
at Livingston.

IN PASSING
Warren Wolf, a legendary football

coach at Brick Township High School,
passed on Nov. 22 at age 92. Wolf
coached the Green Dragons to 361
victories in 51 seasons (1958-2008).

ON THIS DATE
Nov. 28, 1963: Jim O’Neil had 112

yards rushing and one touchdown,
Dwight Davies completed 1 of 2
passes for a 3-yard touchdown to
Harry Beane and John Greene kicked
both PATs as WHS defeated
Plainfield, 14-12, before 11,000 fans
at Recreation Park.

1968: Bruce Otzmann ran for 169
yards and two touchdowns and Paul
Byrne added 134 yards and the game-
winning score as WHS defeated
Plainfield, 25-21, in front of 15,000
fans at Randolph Road Field.

1974: Glen Kehler ended his career
in style, scoring all 31 points – includ-
ing a 95-yard kickoff return – as WHS
defeated Plainfield, 31-14, at Hub
Stine Field. In addition to two rushing
touchdowns, he added a 45-yard punt
return and a 95-yard kickoff return
for scores. Mark Carroll, a safety and
backup center, had two interceptions.

1991: Lamont Wallace ran for 195
yards and Bob Hermiston scored three
touchdowns as WHS posted a 28-0
win over Plainfield at Recreation
Field.

WF Boys 11th, Girls 12th
At XC Meet of Champions

WF Devilfish 12U Compete
At First Frost Invitational

Over 80 swimmers from the
Westfield Devilfish swim team com-
peted at The FSPY First Frost Invita-
tional held at Raritan Valley Commu-
nity College in Branchburg on No-
vember 10.

TOP-6 DEVILFISH:
7 GIRLS: Juliet Reed (4th 25

Breast)
8 GIRLS: Juliana Enright (1st 50

Fly, 6th 25 Free); Gemma Giordano
(1st 50 Breast, 4th 25 Free and 25
Fly); Grace Kavanagh (6th 50 Free
and 25 Fly); Eva Lubenow (4th 50
Back, 5th 25 Fly); Jane Reichart
(6th 25 Free); Kelsey Ruberto (2nd
50 Breast, 5th 25 Back, 6th 50 Free);
Victoria Sidorov (5th 50 Back)

8 BOYS: Joseph Casiere (1st 50
Fly, 2nd 25 Back, 6th 50 Free);
James Fu (6th 50 Breast); William
Walker (5th 50 Breast and 25 Free)

9-10 GIRLS: Olivia Constable
(5th 100 Breast); Emma Crall (1st
50 Free, 2nd 50 Fly, 4th 100 Back);
Kaylie Gao (2nd 100 Breast and
100 Fly, 3rd 100 Back); Lila
Griffith (1st 100 Breast, 4th 50
Breast ,  5th 100 IM); Blythe
Hoffman (1st 50 Back, 2nd 100
IM, 3rd 50 Fly); Jane Kavanagh

(1st 100 Back, 100 Fly and 100
Free); Avery Levitt (4th 50 Back);
Ava Maloney (4th 200 Free);
Sophia Ward (5th 50 Back)

9-10 BOYS: Henry Charles (5th 50
Breast); Alexander Fu (3rd 50 Breast,
5th 100 IM); Jacob Galczynski (3rd 50
Fly, 4th 100 Breast); Alex Giangone
(1st 100 Fly, 2nd 200 IM, 3rd 100
Breast); James Kavanagh (4th 50 Back,
5th 50 and 100 Free); Joseph Kiley
(5th 50 Fly, 6th 50 Free); Ben Lane
(2nd 50 Breast, 4th 100 IM); Max
Matera (3rd 50 Free); Kevin O’Neill
(1st 100 IM and 50 Breast); Benjamin
Park (5th 100 Back, 6th 100 Free and
100 IM); Jonathan Peterson (1st 50
and 100 Free, 50 Back)

11-12 GIRLS: Emelia Dengler
(6th 50 and 100 Free); Sofia
Droskoski (6th 50 Fly); Sophia
Fussman (5th 100 Breast); Emily
Kapuscinski (3rd 50 Fly); Liliana
Lincoln (4th 50 Back); Brooke
McAndrew (3rd 100 Free, 4th 100
IM and 50 Free); Jacqueline Moser
(3rd 50 Breast)

11-12 BOYS: Josh Cetin (1st 50
Fly, 2nd 200 Free, 3rd 50 Free); Ted
Crall (4th 200 IM, 6th 100 Breast);
Michael Fisher (2nd 200 IM, 5th 50
Fly); Dylan Lagrimas (1st 50 Breast,
4th 100 Back); Diego Lowe (4th 50
Back, 6th 50 Free); Max Polar (4th
100 IM); Nicholas Tuminello (3rd
100IM 5th 50 Free); Alejandro Villar
(4th 50 Breast)

The Westfield High School boys
cross-country team placed 11th, while
the Blue Devil girls placed 12th at
the Meet of Champions at Holmdel
Park on November 23. Christian
Brothers Academy won the boys title
with a total of 62 and Mendham took
second at 119, while the Blue Devils
finished with a total of 266. North
Hunterdon beat out Ridgewood 65-
78 for the girls’ title, while Westfield
totalled 293. Union Catholic (UC)
placed 14th at 358 and New Provi-
dence (NP) placed 19th at 503.

Senior Liam Murphy of Allentown
won the boys individual title with a
time of 15:23. Christian Cadmus (NP)
finished 19th at 16:16. Blue Devil
senior Will Loggia crossed 23rd at
16:20 and Oratory Prep’s Maximus
Russo finished 29th at 16:27. Blue
Devil senior Kevin Yucetepe finished
39th with a time of 16:38.

Blue Devil junior Will McGlynn
finished 99th at 17:11 and senior
Jonathan Givelber finished 108th at
17:17. Seniors Zach Spergel at 17:27
and Alex Maurillo at 17:29 finished
116-119 and Charles Stock finished
138th at 17:45.

North Hunterdon senior Chloie
Gonzalez took top honors for the
girls with a time of 17:56. Sopho-
more Miranda Lorsbach (Kent
Place) finished 27th at 19:15 and
sophomore Abby Granrath (UC) fin-
ished 54th at 19:49. Blue Devil jun-
ior Caroline Collins finished 57th
with a time of 19:53. Freshman
Kathryn Power (UC) finished 79th
at 20:21 and junior Clare Kelly (NP)
finished 85th at 20:26, followed by
Blue Devil junior Elizabeth Bielen
also at 20:26.

Blue Devil freshman Stacy Salz
finished 92nd at 20:32. Freshman
Maameyaa Nyinah (UC) at 20:38
and freshman Lindsay Hausman
(Kent Place) at 20:43 finished 98-
103. Blue Devils Samantha Salz, a
junior) at 20:47 and sophomore
Emily DiSarno at 20:49 finished 107-
111. Freshman Elsa Spoor (UC) fin-
ished 127th at 21:04 and Blue Devil
junior Grace Endy finished 136th at
21:11. Freshman Hannah Ocello
(NP) at 21:15 and junior Julia LaPora
(NP) at 22:07 finished 139-156).
Blue Devil junior Maddy Learner
finished 160th at 22:17.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-19-015
to be located in Zone: R3, on the premises
known as 19 Connecticut Street, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016, Block No. 446, Lot No.
1, has been submitted by: Christopher
Ozolnieks of 19 Connecticut Street,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit:

The installation of a 6 foot white vinyl
fence to replace the current 4 foot wooden
fence along the same fence line as the
current fence. Relief is required for the
portion of the fence extending past the line
of the principal building on the side of the
property adjacent to Clark Street and any
additional relief that may be required from
the board.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on December 9,
2019 at 7:45 p.m. in Room 107 of the
Cranford Township Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jer-
sey. Any person or persons affected by
this application will have an opportunity to
present any objections to the proposed
development. The Board does, however,
have the right to exclude repetitious testi-
mony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Applicant:
Christopher Ozolnieks
19 Connecticut Street

Cranford, New Jersey 07016
1 T - 11/28/19, The Leader Fee: $41.31

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served that an application for develop-
ment, Application No. ZBA-19-014 to be
located in Zone  D-C, on the premises
known as 29 Alden Street, Cranford,
New Jersey, Block No. 189, Lot No.
15.01, has been submitted by Goodman
Realty of 23 North Avenue East,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

The development involves and requires
the granting of relief from zoning require-
ments and any such other variances/waiv-
ers as may be required in order to allow:

A professional office in the lower level of
29 Alden Street:  As per Township Land
Development Ordinance §255-39 and
§255-39B (19): Professional office is a
conditional use in this zone with the condi-
tion being it cannot be on first floor.

In addition, applicant requests any other
variances, waivers or relief that the Board
may require.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on the following
date: December 9, 2019 at 7:45 p.m. in
Council Chambers in the Cranford Munici-
pal Building at 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016. Any person
or persons affected by this application will
have an opportunity to present any objec-
tions to the proposed development. The
Board does, however, have the right to
exclude repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:30
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Zoning/Planning
Office, of the Cranford Municipal Building,
8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jer-
sey 07016.

Gary S. Goodman, Esq.
23 North Avenue East

Cranford, New Jersey 07016
Attorney for: Goodman Realty

1 T - 11/28/19, The Leader Fee: $42.33

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2155

AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF
CERTAIN EMPLOYEES OF THE POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS IN
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD AND VARIOUS AMENDMENTS THERETO.”

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of Westfield in the County of Union as follows:
SECTION I.
That General Ordinance as titled above read as follows:

A. POLICE DEPARTMENT
I.  ANNUAL SALARIES
(1) (1) All salaries shall be retroactive to their effective dates and the annual salaries

of the Westfield Police Department superior officer personnel represented by the PBA
Local 90A shall be as follows:

Effective Effective Effective Effective
1/1/2019 1/1/2020 1/1/2021 1/1/2022

Captain $144,404 $148,057 $151,899 $155,828
Lieutenant $134,133 $137,580 $141,187 $144,875
Sergeant $124,899 $128,162 $131,557 $135,028

SECTION II.
Any or all ordinances or parts thereof in conflict, or inconsistent, with any part of the

terms of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent that they are in such conflict or
inconsistent.

SECTION III.
In the event that any section, part or provision of this ordinance shall be held to be

unconstitutional or invalid by any court, such holdings shall not affect the validity of this
ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof, other than the part so held unconstitutional or
invalid.

SECTION IV.
This ordinance shall take effect after passage and publication as soon as, and in the

manner provided by law.

NOTICE

The foregoing ordinance was introduced at a Regular Meeting of the Town Council of
the Town of Westfield held on November 26, 2019 and was read for the first time. This
ordinance will be further considered for final passage by said Town Council at the
Westfield Municipal Building, Council Chambers, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090 at a meeting beginning at 8:00 PM on December 10, 2019 or at any time
and place to which such meeting may be adjourned. All persons interested will be given
the opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance. Copies of this ordinance are
available at the Office of the Town Clerk, Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 11/28/19, The Leader Fee: $79.56

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
December 9, 2019, in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the follow-
ing appeals for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance
relief from requirements of the Westfield
Land Use Ordinance.

James & Denise Harper, 1404 Boule-
vard. Applicants are seeking approval to
install a hot tub contrary Section 12.04F1
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
allows a maximum building coverage of
20%. Proposed is 21.1%.

David & Lauren Bollinger, 676
Shadowlawn Drive. Applicants are seek-
ing approval to construct an addition and
new front porch contrary Section 12.04F1,
12.04F4, 12.03D of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance allows a maximum build-
ing coverage of 20%. Proposed is 22.5%.
Ordinance allows a maximum building
coverage with a front porch of 24%. Pro-
posed is 25.1%. Ordinance requires a front
yard setback of 38.2 feet.  Proposed is
32.96 feet.

Lawrence & Kimberly Rolnick, 545
Boulevard. Applicants are seeking ap-
proval to construct an addition, covered
porch, and widen the driveway contrary to
Section 12.04F1, 12.04F3, 12.04G, 17.05A
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
allows a maximum building coverage of
4,000 square feet. Proposed is 5,454
square feet. Ordinance allows a maximum
building coverage with a porch of 4,874
square feet. Proposed is 5,798 square
feet. Ordinance allows a maximum lot cov-
erage of 8,000 square feet. Proposed is
11,096 square feet. Ordinance allows a
driveway width of 24 feet. Proposed is 38.9
feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Board Secretary

1 T - 11/28/19, The Leader Fee: $48.45
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Are You Minding

Your Business?

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING TO SET RECORDS...Blue Devil senior running back Tim Allegro needed just 52 yards to reach 2,000 yards for
his career and 138 to pass Ricardo Johnson as the school’s No. 4 all-time rusher.

David B. Corbin (Fall 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING TO SET A RECORD...Prior to the Thanksgiving Day game with
Plainfield, Blue Devil senior quarterback Hank Shapiro, No. 10, was just three
short of Phil Martini’s record of 22 touchdown passes in a single season.

Laura Ortiz (September 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ONE OF MANY TOUCHDOWNS...Blue Devil senior receiver Griffin Rooney,
No. 17, was just one shy of Jack Shirk’s single-season TD receptions mark of 11.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, November 28, 2019 Page 13

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2153

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD
CHAPTER 2, “ADMINISTRATION,” ARTICLE II, TOWN OFFICERS AND
EMPLOYEES, DIVISION 3, PERSONNEL POSITIONS AND SALARY
SCHEDULE,” SEC. 2-12.28, “SCHEDULE.”

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of Westfield in the County of Union as follows:
SECTION I.
That the Code of the Town of Westfield be and is hereby amended by revising Section

2-12.28, “Schedule,” in Chapter 2, “Administration” Article II, “Town Officers and Employ-
ees,” Division 3, “Personnel Positions and Salary Schedule,” so that the same shall read
as follows:

1. Employees Covered
All present and future full time and part time employees of the Town of Westfield whose

positions are covered by the collective bargaining agreement between the Town of
Westfield and the Communication Workers of America Local 1040 and who are on the
payroll on the date of signing the collective bargaining agreement.

2. Salary and Hourly Rate Ranges Percentage Increases
a) Effective and retroactive to January 1, 2019 - 2% increase on 2018 rate

Full Time Employee Salary Range - $33,421 - $69,143
Part Time Employee Rate Range - $14.08 – 20.75

b) Effective January 1, 2020 - 2% increase on 2019 rate
Full Time Employee Salary Range - $33,421 - $70,526
Part Time Employee Rate Range - $14.58 – 21.16

c) Effective January 1, 2021 - 2% increase on 2020 rate
Full Time Employee Salary Range - $33,421 - $71,936
Part Time Employee Rate Range - $14.58 – 21.58

d) Effective January 1, 2022 - 2% increase on 2021 rate
Full Time Employee Salary Range - $33,421 - $73,375
Part Time Employee Rate Range - $15.08 – 22.02

The percentage increases will apply to individual salaries and hourly rates and there
will not be any guide movement or increment for the term of the agreement. Implemen-
tation of the aforesaid wage and salary schedule shall be as provided in the collective
bargaining agreement between the Town of Westfield and of the Communication
Workers of America Local 1040, in effect at the time.

SECTION II.
Any or all ordinances or parts thereof in conflict, or inconsistent, with any part of the

terms of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent that they are in such conflict or
inconsistent.

SECTION III.
In the event that any section, part or provision of this ordinance shall be held to be

unconstitutional or invalid by any court, such holdings shall not affect the validity of this
ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof, other than the part so held unconstitutional or
invalid.

SECTION IV.
This ordinance shall take effect after passage and publication as soon as, and in the

manner provided by law.

NOTICE

The foregoing ordinance was introduced at a Regular Meeting of the Town Council of
the Town of Westfield held on November 26, 2019 and was read for the first time. This
ordinance will be further considered for final passage by said Town Council at the
Westfield Municipal Building, Council Chambers, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090 at a meeting beginning at 8:00 PM on December 10, 2019 or at any time
and place to which such meeting may be adjourned. All persons interested will be given
the opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance. Copies of this ordinance are
available at the Office of the Town Clerk, Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 11/28/19, The Leader Fee: $104.04

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE THAT on December 18,
2019 at 7:30 PM, a hearing will be held
before the Planning Board of the Borough
of Fanwood at Borough Hall, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey on
the application of Konstruct Enterprises,
Inc. for preliminary and final minor subdi-
vision approval and a variance from the
strict requirements of the following provi-
sions of the Borough’s Zoning Ordinance:

Section 184-115E(2): Lot width, each
lot, 75 feet required, 70 feet proposed

and any other variances, waivers or re-
lief the Board deems necessary to permit
creation of two (2) single family building
lots on Property located at 115 Westfield
Road, Block 47, Lot 45 on the Borough of
Fanwood Tax Map which property is lo-
cated in the R-2 Zone of the Borough’s
Zoning Map.

All documents related to this application
are on file with the Board Secretary and
may be reviewed at her office during nor-
mal business hours at Borough Hall. Any
interested party may appear at said hear-
ing and participate when the meeting is
opened to the public in accordance with
the rules of the Board of Adjustment.

SCHWARTZ,  HANNA & OLSEN, P.C.
By:  BRIAN D. SCHWARTZ, ESQ.

Attorney for Applicant,
Konstruct Enterprises, Inc

3 Amboy Avenue
Metuchen, New Jersey 08840

1 T - 11/28/19, The Times Fee: $31.62

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 12th of Novem-
ber 2019.

ORDINANCE 2019-23

ORDINANCE ADOPTING A
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN
FOR AN “AREA IN NEED OF
REDEVELOPMENT” KNOWN
AS THE “SNUFFY PANTAGIS
REDEVELOPMENT AREA”
CONSISTING OF BLOCK 803,
LOT 1 AS SHOWN ON THE
TAX MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH N.J.S.A.
40A:12A-7, AND SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER XXIII ENTITLED
“ZONING” BY THE AMEND-
MENT OF SUBSECTION 23-
3.2 ENTITLED “ZONING
MAP”, AND BY THE ADDI-
TION OF NEW SUBSECTION
23-9.4 ENTITLED “SNUFFY
PANTAGIS REDEVELOP-
MENT PLAN (BLOCK 803,
LOT 1)”.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 11/28/19, The Times Fee: $30.60

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2154

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2132 EN-
TITLED “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 2, “ADMINISTRATION,” ARTICLE II, TOWN OF-
FICERS AND EMPLOYEES, DIVISION 3, PERSONNEL POSITIONS AND
SALARY SCHEDULE,” SEC. 2-12.28, “SCHEDULE.”

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of Westfield in the County of Union as follows:
SECTION I.
That the Code of the Town of Westfield be and is hereby amended by revising Section

2-12.28, “Schedule,” in Chapter 2, “Administration” Article II, “Town Officers and Employ-
ees,” Division 3, “Personnel Positions and Salary Schedule,” so that the same shall read
as follows:

JOB TITLE SALARY RANGE
Municipal Defender $13,938 - $16,594
Municipal Prosecutor $29,957 - $35,665
Library Assistant I $31,312 - $38,674
Custodian $38,590 - $45,576
Senior Custodian $39,530 - $46,952
Library Assistant II $41,345 - $48,022
Office Manager $47,953 - $56,361
Assistant Zoning Officer $48,397 - $60,672
Municipal Magistrate $52,963 - $62,984
Deputy Town Clerk $55,559 - $66,921
Aquatics Supervisor $56,922 - $68,307
Administrative Secretary $58,219 - $70,731
Engineering Inspector/Field Engineer $65,123 - $74,981
Payroll Benefits Manager $66,394 - $81,109
Parking Services Director $67,694 - $79,803
Assistant Director of Recreation $68,520 - $78,643
Assistant Library Director $68,750 - $79,412
Electrical Inspector $73,219 - $82,078
Zoning Officer $73,521 - $86,767
Librarian $66,961 - $87,259
Executive Assistant $74,053 - $89,037
Municipal Court Administrator $74,345 - $88,924
Tax Collector $74,522 - $89,080
Supervisor Public Works $78,074 - $89,114
Assistant Director of Public Works $83,514 - $96,041
Tax Assessor $83,998 - $101,149
Town Surveyor $85,721 - $103,277
Assistant Town Engineer $86,901 - $102,098
Recreation Director $89,932 - $103,258
Town Clerk $91,462 - $108,169
Library Director $97,722 - $117,612
Town Planner $99,664 - $118,796
Construction Official $100,622 - $124,023
Director of Public Works $102,693 - $121,140
Deputy Fire Chief $128,435 - $143,827
Town Engineer $129,601 - $150,589
Chief Financial Officer $131,309 - $159,451
Fire Chief $140,629 - $160,272
Police Chief $145,665 - $165,302
Town Administrator $165,520 - $197,825

SECTION II.
The Personnel and Position Salary Schedule set forth in Sec. 2-12.28 as hereby

amended shall take place as of January 1, 2020.
SECTION III.
Any or all ordinances or parts thereof in conflict, or inconsistent, with any part of the

terms of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent that they are in such conflict or
inconsistent.

SECTION IV.
In the event that any section, part or provision of this ordinance shall be held to be

unconstitutional or invalid by any court, such holdings shall not affect the validity of this
ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof, other than the part so held unconstitutional or
invalid.

SECTION V.
This ordinance shall take effect after passage and publication as soon as, and in the

manner provided by law.

NOTICE

The foregoing ordinance was introduced at a Regular Meeting of the Town Council of
the Town of Westfield held on November 26, 2019 and was read for the first time. This
ordinance will be further considered for final passage by said Town Council at the
Westfield Municipal Building, Council Chambers, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090 at a meeting beginning at 8:00 PM on December 10, 2019 or at any time
and place to which such meeting may be adjourned. All persons interested will be given
the opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance. Copies of this ordinance are
available at the Office of the Town Clerk, Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 11/28/19, The Leader Fee: $140.76

CLASSIFIEDS

Imagine Plans Presentation
On ‘Coping With Illness’

MOUNTAINSIDE — The staff
of Imagine, A Center for Coping
with Loss, will give a brief presen-
tation on Tuesday, December 10, on
its “Coping with Illness” program.
This presentation will take place at
noon at Imagine, located at 244
Sheffield Street, Mountainside.

Imagine runs a bi-monthly sup-
port group on Wednesday evenings
that is free of charge and open to
adult caregivers under the age of 60
as well as children who are living
with a family member with any
chronic or terminal illness.

“Grief starts at the moment of
diagnosis,” said Mary Robinson,
Imagine’s founder and executive di-
rector. “Often, people think we only

grieve when someone has died. But
we grieve all types of loss in our
lives, and a diagnosis of an illness is
a loss. And when we are grieving,
we need support.”

Imagine’s Coping with Illness
program provides a safe space for
participants to express feelings and
gain support from peers.

November is National Family
Caregivers Month, and also the
month of Children’s Grief Aware-
ness Day on November 21. Those
who are interested in learning more,
but can not attend the briefing, are
encouraged to contact Abigail at
abigail@imaginenj.org or (908)
264-3100.
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WESTFIELD
Saturday, November 16, Kevin

Miller, 20, of Hillside was arrested
and charged with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance un-
der 50 grams pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop near the intersection of
East Broad Street and Stanley Oval.
He was later transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released on a summons.

Wednesday, November 20, a resi-
dent of the 800 block of Wallberg
Avenue reported that his unsecured
motor vehicle was stolen from his
driveway between 6 p.m. and 9:27
p.m. that day. The approximate value
of the vehicle is $30,000.

Wednesday, November 20, a resi-
dent of the 200 block of Canterbury
Road reported that one or more un-
known suspects attempted to enter
two secured motor vehicles in his
driveway. The suspects were unable
to gain entry and fled on foot.

Wednesday, November 20, a resi-
dent of the 200 block of Canterbury
Road reported that two unidentified
males entered her motor vehicle be-
fore fleeing on foot. The victim re-
ported that her vehicle was unlocked
in her driveway at the time the inci-
dent occurred. The victim stated to
officers that nothing was stolen from
her vehicle.

Wednesday, November 20, a resi-
dent of the 800 block of Wallberg
Avenue reported that her motor ve-
hicle, which was unlocked in her
driveway, had been burglarized and
ransacked. Stolen from the vehicle
was a $75 camouflage vape pen.

Thursday, November 21, Karen
Castro, 32, of Westfield was arrested
at the Westfield Municipal Building
and charged with possession of drug
paraphernalia. She was processed at
police headquarters and released
with a summons.

Thursday, November 21, Art
Brownlee, 19, of Clark was arrested
and charged with shoplifting from a
business on the 600 block of North
Avenue West. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released with a summons.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Friday, November 15, a resident of

Wilshire Run reported a motor ve-
hicle burglary which occurred dur-
ing the overnight hours. The matter is
under investigation.

Friday, November 15, Jonathan N.
Rodriguez, 27, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested on an active warrant out of Old
Bridge during a suspicious-person
call. He was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Saturday, November 16, a resident
of Promenade Avenue reported an
incident of fraud. Someone trans-
ferred money from several of the
victim’s accounts and withdrew
money. The matter is under investi-
gation.

Monday, November 18, a North
Plainfield resident reported a theft
from a locker at a Lamberts Mill
Road facility. The matter is under
investigation.

Tuesday, November 19, a resident
of Spruce Mill Lane reported fraudu-
lent activity on a cellular account.
The matter is under investigation.

Tuesday, November 19, a resident
of Prospect Avenue reported fraudu-
lent activity on a credit card account.
The matter is under investigation.

Tuesday, November 19, James D.
Miralda, 30, of Carteret was arrested
on an active warrant out of Scotch
Plains.

Tuesday, November 19, Diomedes
V. Castillo, 26, of Clark was arrested
on an active warrant out of Scotch
Plains.

Wednesday, November 20, a resi-
dent of Jerusalem Road reported
fraudulent activity on several credit
card accounts. The matter is under
investigation.

Wednesday, November 20, Robert
Larsen, 52, of Sewaren was arrested
and charged with driving under the
influence. Police responded to a
single-car motor vehicle accident on
Autumn Drive, where several mail-
boxes and a utility pole were dam-
aged. No injuries were reported.

Thursday, November 21, Derric J.
Coleman, 24, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an active warrant out of
New Providence during a motor ve-
hicle stop. Coleman was transported
to police headquarters and processed.

Thursday, November 21, Ryan S.
Cook, 40, of Fanwood was arrested
on an active warrant out of the
Monmouth County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment during a motor vehicle stop.
Cook was transported to police head-
quarters and processed.

Friday, November 22, Demoye A.
Myers, 42, of Irvington was arrested
on an active warrant out of Newark
during a motor vehicle stop. Myers
was transported to police headquar-
ters and processed.

Friday, November 22, the manage-
ment at a Route 22 gas station re-
ported a theft of gas. A motorist fu-
eled up the vehicle and fled east-
bound on Route 22 without paying.
The matter is under investigation.

Saturday, November 23, Raymond
D. Forteau-Morris, 29, of Plainfield
was arrested and charged with driv-
ing under the influence and assault
by auto during the course of a single-
car motor vehicle accident. Officers
responded to the Martine Avenue
Extension and found a 2003 Toyota
in the roadway with heavy front-end
damage. The driver was unconscious
in the vehicle and an adult female
passenger was outside the vehicle
suffering from minor injuries sus-
tained in the crash. EMS as well as
the traffic bureau and Union County
Crash Team responded to the scene.
Both occupants were transported to
UMDNJ in New Brunswick.

Saturday, November 23, a resident
of Kevin Road reported a car bur-
glary which occurred during the over-
night hours. The matter is under in-
vestigation.

Saturday, November 23, Marcus
Crawford, 36, of Rahway was ar-
rested on an active warrant out of
Scotch Plains.

Sunday, November 24, Desean M.
Hamlet, 18, of Brooklyn, N.Y., was
arrested on charges of possession of
marijuana and drug paraphernalia.
Also arrested was Justin N. Cooper,
18, of Brooklyn, N.Y., who was
charged with possession of marijuana
and drug paraphernalia. Both arrests
were the result of a motor vehicle
stop. The two individuals were trans-
ported to police headquarters and
processed.

Sunday, November 24, a resident
of Pitching Way reported the theft of
a 2015 Chevy Impala from his drive-
way. The theft occurred during the
overnight hours. The vehicle was
entered as stolen and later found

crashed and unoccupied in Newark.
The matter is under investigation.

Sunday, November 24, several
motor vehicles on Rambling Drive
were reported burglarized during the
overnight hours. The matter is under
investigation.

CRANFORD
Thursday, November 14, Jamie

Tansky, 33, of Winfield Park was
arrested on charges of driving while
intoxicated (DWI), possession of
prescription legend drugs and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. A 2015
Mazda was stopped at Brookside
Place and Orchard Street for failing
to stop for a stop sign. Following an
investigation on scene, police arrested
the driver, Tansky, for DWI and pos-
session of suspected Xanax and
Suboxone located inside the vehicle.
She was processed and provided with
a municipal court appearance date.
In addition, Tansky was issued motor
vehicle summonses for failing to stop
for a stop sign, careless driving, sus-
pended driving, an unsafe lane
change, failure to keep right and pos-
session of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.

Sunday, November 17, Matthew
Feiger, 19, of Cranford was arrested on
charges of possession of under 50 grams
(marijuana) and possession of drug
paraphernalia. A 2007 Jeep was stopped
at North Avenue East and the Garden
State Parkway for an inspection viola-
tion. Following an investigation on
scene, police arrested a passenger,
Feiger, for possession of suspected
marijuana found on him. He was pro-
cessed and provided with a municipal
court appearance date. In addition, the
driver was issued a motor vehicle sum-
mons for no inspection.

Tuesday, November 19, John
Arango, 21, of Elizabeth was arrested
on charges of possession of under 50
grams (marijuana) and possession of
drug paraphernalia. A 2004 Honda
was stopped at North Avenue East
and the Garden State Parkway for an
unsafe lane change. Following an
investigation on scene, police arrested
the driver, Arango, for possession of
suspected marijuana found inside the
vehicle. He was processed and pro-
vided with a municipal court appear-
ance date. In addition, Arango was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
delaying traffic, unregistered vehicle,
no valid insurance card and posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance in a motor vehicle.

GARWOOD
Monday, November 11, while on

patrol, an officer observed two males
acting suspiciously while smoking
next to a parked motor vehicle in the
parking lot of 500 North Avenue.
The officer conducted a pedestrian
stop of the two and during the inves-
tigation learned that one of the indi-
viduals, Edwin S. Martinez, 23, of
Garwood, had an outstanding war-
rant totaling $89 from Westfield and
the second individual, Angel Perez,
23, of Irvington, had a $500 warrant
out of Elizabeth. Both men were
placed under arrest and processed
for the warrants. Martinez was re-
leased on his own recognizance and
Perez was released after posting bail.

Monday, November 11, police units
responded to a commercial business
alarm at 63 South Avenue. As the
officers approached the alleyway to
the side entrance they observed an
unidentified individual wearing all
dark clothing and holding a flashlight
run from the building towards the

rear. Officers pursued on foot but could
not locate the suspect. The initial in-
vestigation determined that the sus-
pect had entered work vehicles parked
in the garage but it is unknown what
was taken. The incident is being in-
vestigated by the Garwood Police
Department. Anyone with informa-
tion that may help is urged to notify
Captain Stoffer at (908) 789-1500.

Thursday, November 21, units re-
sponded to 231 North Avenue for a
report of smoke coming from the
side garage of Garwood Metal.
Upon arrival the officers observed
a heavy smoke condition and began
evacuating the employees from the
building. The Garwood Fire De-
partment arrived shortly thereafter
and was able to extinguish the
flames, which were contained to a
machine in the garage. There were
no injuries reported and North Av-
enue was shut down for a brief
period during the incident.

FANWOOD
Monday, November 18, on a fol-

low-up investigation of illegal dump-
ing, police located a possible sus-
pect. A check of this person showed
an active warrant out of South
Plainfield. This person was arrested,
processed and turned over to the
South Plainfield Police Department.
He was identified as William Cassidy,
29, of Piscataway.

Thursday, November 21, an of-
ficer made a motor vehicle stop at
Terrill Road and East 2nd Street for
a motor vehicle violation. A check of
the driver showed an active warrant
out of Fanwood. The driver was ar-
rested, processed and released pend-
ing his court appearance. He was
identified as Gabriel Alvarez, 21, of
Scotch Plains.

Friday, November 22, an officer
made a motor vehicle stop at Terrill
Road and Mary Lane for a motor
vehicle violation. While the officer
was speaking with the driver, he could
detect a strong odor of marijuana
coming from inside of the vehicle.
The officer then observed some drug
paraphernalia and asked if there was
any illegal drugs in the car. The pas-
senger replied yes and handed the
officer a marijuana cigarette. The
passenger was placed under arrest
and charged with possession of mari-
juana and drug paraphernalia. The
passenger was released pending her
court appearance. She was identified
as Griselda Gaitan, 21, of Plainfield.

Friday, November 22, an officer
made a motor vehicle stop at Martine
and Marian Avenues for a motor ve-
hicle violation. A check of the driver
showed an active warrant out of
Rahway. The driver was arrested,
processed and released by Rahway
Municipal Court. She was identified
as Randi McCombs, 56, of Rahway.

Sunday, November 24, police re-
sponded to the area of Woodland and
Martine Avenues for a suspicious
motor vehicle. Upon the officers’ ar-
rival they located a vehicle parked on
the side of the roadway, engine run-
ning, lights on, and the driver sleep-
ing. The officers attempted several
times to wake the driver up. When the
driver finally woke up and was speak-
ing with the officers, they could detect
a strong odor of alcohol coming from
the inside of the vehicle and on the
driver’s breath. The driver was asked
to exit the vehicle to perform some
field sobriety tests, which he could
not complete. The driver was arrested,
processed and charged with refusal
and driving while intoxicated (DWI).
He was released to a responsible per-
son pending his court appearance. He
was identified as Paulo Matos, 47, of
Clark.

CORPORATE DRIVER

Sciarrillo, Cornell, Merlino,
McKeever, and Osborne LLC, a
law firm located in Westfield NJ, is
seeking Part time/Full time drivers.
Successful candidate must have
a flexible schedule that includes
both early morning and/or late
evening work. The successful
candidate must have a
professional demeanor,
communicate clearly, have the
ability to drive safely in all types of
weather, including rain, fog, and
light snow, properly plan routes to
various locations to ensure on-
time arrivals, and be punctual. In
addition, the successful candidate
must be capable of performing
preventative vehicle maintenance
checks and notifying the
appropriate contact of any red
flags.  We are an EEO employer
offering a competitive salary and
benefits packages.

Please send resume to
Julie Frank at

edlawgroup@sciarrillolaw.com

EXP. CAREGIVER / COMPANION

Seeking PT live out position near
Clark. 10 yrs exp.providing com-
passionate care to older adults.
Assistance w/ ADL's, errands/
shopping, driving to appts. Afford-
able hourly rates. References

Call Barbara: (908) 456-3453

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

HELP WANTED

Part Time Assistant/Receptionist
with Experience, 15 hours a week
in Downtown Cranford Office,
Basic Computer and Office Skill
Required. Mail Resume to:

18 HALE STREET
CRANFORD, NJ 07016

Two Categories
Proposed for Driver’s

Licenses in NJ
TRENTON – Assemblywoman

Annette Quijano (D-20th, Elizabeth) re-
leased the following statement on Mon-
day regarding her bill, A-4743, which
creates two categories of driver’s licenses
and identification cards, allows residents
unable to prove lawful presence in U.S.
to receive permits, and standard driver’s
licenses or identification cards:

 “I am pleased to announce that the
Assembly Judiciary Committee has sched-
uled a hearing for December 9, 2019 at
which time the panel will consider my
legislation to allow all eligible residents in
New Jersey to obtain a driver’s license. We
have worked exhaustively to draft a fair,
comprehensive and responsible bill. I thank
all of the advocates and stakeholders that
have helped craft this legislation and I look
forward to hearing from all interested
parties on December 9.”
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Marvel Pres. Donates to
WHS TV Studio Reno.

WESTFIELD — Marvel Studios
President Kevin Feige, who gradu-
ated from Westfield High School in
1991, has donated $500,000 to be
used for audio/video equipment in
the new television studio at the high
school.

Superintendent Margaret Dolan,
Ed.D., made the announcement at the
November 12 meeting of the Board
of Education.

“Earlier this year, as we finalized
plans for a complete overhaul of the
TV studio, we reached out to Kevin in
March to ask whether he would be
willing to contribute to the cost of the
studio renovation project,” said Ms.
Dolan. “What followed was several
telephone conversations with Kevin’s
staff and, ultimately, with Kevin him-
self who took great interest in the
plans for the new TV studio.”

Ms. Dolan said that Mr. Feige de-
livered the commencement address
to the Class of 2013 and, at that time,
toured his high school alma mater.
The tour included a visit to the televi-
sion studio with Mr. Feige remarking
that the studio, in which he had spent
many hours during his high school

years, looked essentially the same.
Work began this summer to reno-

vate the aging facility and turn it into
a new soundproof production space
with studio cameras on pedestals
equipped with teleprompters and tally
lights, an updated lighting grid, new
editing workstations, a professional
control room and, because the studio
is a teaching space, movable furni-
ture and multiple curtain tracks to
create diverse, quick set changes. The
renovation is expected to be com-
pleted in the next several months.

“Today, I am proud and grateful to
accept a donation of $500,000 from
the Feige Family Trust to be used
specifically for audio/video equip-
ment in the TV studio,” Ms. Dolan
said. “This generous donation will
greatly enhance the new studio’s tech-
nical and instructional capabilities.
We thank Kevin for his interest and
support and we congratulate him on
his tremendous success.”

Marvel Studios is known for its
blockbuster superhero films includ-
ing Iron Man, Captain America, Thor,
Black Panther and The Avengers se-
ries.

Photo courtesy of Michelle H. Daino, Director of Communications, for Mount Saint Mary Academy
CLEVER RACHEL…Pictured, left to right, are: Emma Brown of Westfield as
Rachel, Grace Schwartz, Belle Rizzi, Christina Cacace, and Alisa Choudrie at the
touring performance of Mount Saint Mary Academy Drama Club’s rendition of
Clever Rachel, a play adapted from a book by Moses Goldberg which teaches that
boys and girls can both accomplish great things together, held at the Scotch Plains
Public Library on November 9.

Grade 8 Distinguished
Honor Roll

Keira Baerson, Hannah Baik, Alex
Baker, Karina Borysiak, Isabella
Capati, Grace Carter, Dominique
Chitty, Tara Cino, Joseph
DeFrancesco, Lily Friedman, Lily
Gaulin, Alessandra Gialanella, Olivia
Gomez, Marissa Gregov, Hope
Hausle, Nemat Iddisah, Erin Kennedy,
Graham Kois, Madeline Paik, Gianna
Rojas, Raquel Sanisidro, Michael
Schmidt, Gianluca Skirde, Anastasia
Stellakis, Kelly Stewart, Zuzanna
Szewc, Janeli Tenecota Villa, Sara
Wollman, Emma Zheng

Grade 8
Regular Honor Roll

Haley Acevedo, Hannah Alber,
Alexander Allegra, Sarah Alnasseri,
Sana Anand, Eva Austin, Brian
Bartley, Amanda Baylock, Charles
Becker, Hana Berisha, Anastasia
Berk, Gwendolyn Boylan, Lily
Cantwell, Matthew Capozzolo, Callie
Capriglione, Elizabeth Chern, An-
thony Chrisostomides, Joshua
Citarella, Taylor Clement, Grace
Conklin, Joss Coppock-Huegel, Zoe
Crawford, Emily Cuccurullo, Tia
Culjak, Lauren Cunningham, Cole
Darmarajah, Mia Delaney, Bianca
DeVizio, Elizabeth Diamond, Ethan
Diamond, Mason DiNizo, Spencer
Doran, Emma Dougherty, Andrew
Dreyer, Abigail Elliott, Luke Ellison,
Ava Fazio, Sara Fevrier, Julia
Friedrichs, Julianne Friedson, Matan
Goldstein, David Gomez, Ma Victoria
Gonzales, Abigail Griffiths, Samantha
Hagopian, Mackenzie Harmer, Sean
Harris, Jacob Hathcock, Ian Hobbs,
Angelina Holden, Elorie Howell, Kyle
Hunter, Brian Huszcza, Dietrich
Jahnke, Aiden Jasul, Carolyn Joe,
Emily Juckes, Kyle Karyczak, Valerie
Kelly, Aadi Kenwar, Nathan Korner,
Danielle Kramer, Robert Lambert,
Samantha Lasluisa-Diaz, Sara
Lehman, Isabelle Li, Sairah Llano,
Kelsie Lubalin, Jenalys Lugo, Joshua
Madarasz, Tiffany Nguyen, Michelle
Nikolaev, James Carl Nitro, Maxine
Novello, Jasmyn Nunez, Lauren
O’Brien, Paige Peneno, Chance
Perez, Sequoia Pilgrim, Jacob Pinsky,
Grace Price, Molly Puglisi, Fatima
Qamar, Ryan Quinones, Gokul
Ramanan, Gonzalo Ramos, Diane
Resnicoff, Elijah Rodriguez,
Sebastian Roman Gaud, Anthony
Romano, Katherine Romanyshyn,
Shannon Rooney, Amelie Rousseau,
Erin Ryan, Chloe Schunke, Ryan
Serio, Heather Sherman, Maisie
Shimko, Aryan Singh, Dylan Soriano,
Grace Sweeney, Lindsay Trela, Sherly
Velez, Olivia Vella, Emma Lee Vieira,
Evelyn Villar, Mackenzie Virgil,
Maria Vitoroulis, Jennifer Walsh,
Rebecca Wofsy, Michael Wojcik,
Youssef Yacub, Darion Yau, Rachel
Ziegler

Grade 7 Distinguished
Honor Roll

Grace Abadir, Elizabeth Baglien,
Morgan Barbossa, Michael Bellistri,
Abigail Bender, Juliette Besson,
David Bolivar, Emma Boris, Grace
Bottomly, Isobel Bruce, Michael
Cantwell, Emma Carinhas, Grace
Cawley, Hannah Charnock, Isabella
Cocca, Carolina Conklin, Emily
DeGaetano, Olivia DiSalvo,
McKenna Dwyer, Julia Farin, Dylan
Fountain, Samantha Friscia, Tyler
Glynn, Jeff Gui, Christopher Harris,
Maggie Hayes, Sofia Heta, Mary
Katherine Hoffman, Olivia
Hunsinger, Blake Jackson, Elizabeth
Koizumi, Paul Kole-Emmanuel,
Sophia Labazzo, Alexa LaRosa,
Darrien Lee, Nathaniel Leversee,
Anusha Magdum, Madeline
Marcovecchio, Enisa Marku, Chelsea
Martin, Ryan Mauer, Thomas Mui,
Daniel Murphy, Jacob Ocana, Joslyn
Odim, Hanna Pearce, Samuel Perone,
Shawn Poliseo, Zoe Psathas, Meredith
Reilly, Audrey Ricks, Amya Rogers,
Hannah Rosenthal, Sophia Seith,
Asher Silva, Jack Sponheimer,
Isabella Stepien, Saanvi Suresh, Coo-
per Tamase, Angelina Valente, Torre
Zullo

Grade 7 Regular Honor
Roll

Christopher Abate, Ethan Afir,
Araoluwa Akinwunmi, Pauline Elisha
Aloot, Fiorella Amari, Courtney An-
thony, Anthony Aponte, Brandon Au,
Matteo Barcellona, Samuel Beirne,
Caitlin Bellistri, Ava Bland, AvaGrace
Bozetarnik, Ella Butters, David
Camba, Mason Cardenas, Antonio
Cerchio Saggese, Jenna Cerchio,
Emma Chan, Varun Chauhan, Raya
Crisafulli, Ethan Cukrow, Savanna
Diana, Isabella DiFiore, Carina
DiLollo, Elisabeth Dolowy, Juliana
Doran, Thomas Eisner, Camryn
Evans, Julia Ferguson, Jake Fezza,
Dylan Fitzgerald, Lydia Flagg,
Victoria Gain, Max Gal, Braedan
Galway, Lindsay Gold, Maria
Gonzalez, Vania Gonzalez, Luna
Guevara, Alexis Hanciles, Evan
Hayeck, Shane Hickey, Tristan Huber,
Clarke Hunter, Sean Johnston, Lily
Kalafat, Grayson Kelly, Louis Kelly,
Caitlin Keough, Annabel Koseoglu,
Isabella LaFerrera, Ryan Lahetta,
Emily Laudman, Daniel Laurenzano,
Thomas Levine, Elana Lewis, Jack-

son Lorenzetti, Ava Martini, Anaya
Mateo, Krish Mathur, Grayce Mattos,
Joshua Matty, Jackson Mazzola,
Emily McCall, Luis Mendez Vargas,
Caitlyn Meyers, Samantha Mingoia,
Lucas Mirzwa, Kayla Mohabir,
Nicholas Mongold, Lorelei Morrison,
Matthew Mui, Christopher Murphy,
Kayla Murray, Sofia Murray,
Frederick Parchman, Mizuki Parker,
Luca Passucci, Rachael Pinsky, Aniya
Pittman, Kalli Preston, Sean Price,
Bakhtawar Qamar, Ryan Ricci,
Madeline Richter, Isabella Rocha,
Fabian Roman Gaud, Timothy Ryder,
Andrew Saccento, Sonya Shah,
Sophia Shapiro, Andrew Sicinski,
Shreya Singh, Emily Skara, Phillip
Snair, Hannah Spieler, Jada Sripada,
Benjamin Thomas, North Thurman,
Rocco Trainor, Taylor Tsin, David
Tsvayberg, Samuel Valera, Xavier
Vega, Ryan Watt, Meredith White,
Erik Widhiatmodjo, Isaiah Williams,
Logan Williamson, Jia Xue, Tiffany
Yang, Riley Yau, Maria Zelener, Luke
Zimmerman, Thomas Zimmerman

Grade 6 Distinguished
Honor Roll

Claire Abadir, Elizabeth
Adegboyega, Reilly Amberg,
Sebastian Angeles, Irfa Azhar, Gre-
gory Baerson, Normandie Beversluis,
Julian Bhatia, Sophia Birck, Alexa
Birnbaum, Justin Bogdan, Liam
Bonifas, Reid Buehler, Beatriz
Cesario, Samantha Chan, Alexander
Chen, Tess Coffey, Steven Cohen,
Jack Colvin, Madison Cooper-
McMahon, Emre De Steur, Sienna
DelCorsano, Evaristo Delgado-
Arvelo, Timothy DeMatteo, Brandon
DiNizo, Thomas Dowling, Jacob
Fallas, Lubow Ferencevych, Sean
Fuentes, Callum Fynes, Ella
Goldstein, Pablo Gonzalez-Negron,
Sylvia Haley, Kaitlin Har, Alexander
Ho, Patrick Huszcza, Brandon Indoe,
Jasmin Jasul, Andrew Jiang, Sania
Khurram, Eitan Klieger, Patrick
Korner, Joseph Lambert, Joseph
LaRosa, Patrick Leone, Jonah Leske,
Zoe Lessing, William Liu, Joao Lopes,
Rhiane Lopez, Jeylene Lugo, Jake
Martucci, Michael Martucci, Caleb
McDowell, Sophie McMeekan, Tay-
lor Mingoia, Sierra Monahan-Spoor,
Luke Murphy, Brian Natareno
Santiago, Averie Nazario-Sharpe,
Kristina Nitro, Samantha Nocera,
Noah Nocum, Andrew Peneno,
Hannah Perler, Cooper Pomponio,
Taylor Prunty, Taryn Ribaudo, Abigail
Richardson, Emily Roof, Peyton
Rose, Paige Rowley, Sofia Sanisidro,
Ellie Schwartzman, Liam Skiff, Vance
Slack, Joseph Souza, Elissa Steingart,
Georgea Stellakis, Jonah Tamayo,
Shae Trenery, Ryan Trivisonno, Sofia
Vanterpool, Victoria Virga, David Vu,
Presley Weuve, Sam Whitefield,
Kevin Wright, Sophia Yalcin, Jason
Zhuo

Grade 6 Regular Honor
Roll

Jeovany Abadeir, Ava Accardi, Paul
Allen, Diego Angeles, Tristan
Baumgartner, Jake Bjorklund, Grace
Brown, Lucas Cacciatore, Kara
Calabria, Jada Carter-McCummings,
Ryan Catallo, Carolina Chaves, Chris-
topher Chesky, Samantha Chesky,
Jacob Cristobal, Gabriella DeBrito,
Brian Doyle, Emilio Falkowitz, Jacob
Friedman, Clay Friedrichs, Jake
Gechtman, Douglas Germinder,
Spoorthy Gundra, Samantha Hale,
Chase Herb, David Herstatt, Seth
Hunter, Nathan Hyman, Quinn
Hyman, Hailey Kaplan, Dylin Kervel,
Brian Kloepfer, Natalia Lambert,
Madelyn Latham, Isabella Licata,
Aiden Lickman, Noah Lieberman,
Samantha Lionetti, Josephine
Lomonte, Mateo Lopez, Alexa
Lorusso, Antonio Lourenco, Jenna
Lourenco, Grace MacDougall, Tho-
mas Magluilo, Jeimy Martinez,
Giovanni Martoccia, Daniel
McArdle, Colin Miller, Jackson
Murphy, Kamryn Nesmith, Nicholas
Nitti, Carter Oser, Ariadni Pappas,
Kaylee Parchman, Jayson Parrott,
Nicole Perez, Sidney Powell, Monty
Primiano, Salvatore Racanelli,
Carrington Reynolds, Luke
Rodrigues, Ryan Roldan, Immanuel
Sharenow, Taylor Shea, Lilia
Skawinski, Liam Telesca, Natalia
Thompson, Lorenzo Tittanegro, Jack
Trojan, Mia Vasquez, Anthony
Villafrade, Kelsie Waldron, Logan
Weiss, Claire Widder, Nikos Zoganas,
Ryan Zuckman

Honor Roll
Park Middle School - 1st Marking Period

Boutique Craft Fair
and Open House at

Mother Seton
CLARK — Mother Seton Regional

High School, located at One Valley
Road, is holding a “Peppermint Bou-
tique Craft Fair” on Saturday, De-
cember 7, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. There
will be over 100 vendors of assorted
crafts and handmade items! There is
free admission, a 50-50 raffle and
open kitchen.

Also, Mother Seton will hold an
OPEN HOUSE on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 10, at 7 p.m.

For more information, please call
(732) 382-1952 or go to
www.motherseton.org. “The Future
is Hers”.

Volunteers of the Month: Emily Klag
and Charlie Compton

Photos courtesy of Westfield Public Schools
BLUE RIBBON…Washington School students excitedly look on as the National
Blue Ribbon Schools (NBRS) ceremony at National Harbor near Washington,
D.C. is livestreamed on November 15. At top on the screen is pictured, from left
to right, Washington School Principal Andrew Perry, Ed.D., fifth grade teacher
Matthew Cognetti and Superintendent Margaret Dolan, Ed.D. on hand to accept
the award from NBRS Program Director Abba Kumi (pictured second from left).
Washington School was one of nine schools in New Jersey and 312 public schools
nationwide to receive the prestigious Blue Ribbon School designation for 2019.

Winter Concerts in Westfield
Public Schools

WESTFIELD—A total of 29 winter
concerts are taking place in Westfield
Public Schools, beginning Tuesday, De-
cember 3, 2019 and ending on February
8, 2020. The entire schedule is posted on
the district’s website at
www.westfieldnjk12.org and appears
below.

Westfield senior citizens are once again
invited to the final rehearsal of Westfield
High School’s (WHS) Winter Choral
Concert on Wednesday, December 18, at
10:45 a.m. in the high school’s audito-
rium at 550 Dorian Road. For security
reasons, please contact Coordinator of
School/Community Relations Mary Ann
McGann at (908) 789-4463 or
mmcgann@westfieldnjk12.org at least 24
hours in advance to request an appoint-
ment to attend this special daytime choral
performance. Those attending should plan
to enter at the front auditorium doors and
be prepared to show identification. Ramp
access is available at the front of the
auditorium.

All concerts begin at 7 p.m. (unless
otherwise noted):

December 3: Edison Intermediate
School (EIS) 6th Grade Chorus and Or-
chestra; Roosevelt Intermediate School
(RIS) Concert Bands.

December 4: EIS 7th Grade Chorus
and Orchestra; RIS Jazz Ensemble and
Afternoon Ramble.

December 5: WHS Band.

December 9: EIS 6th and 7th Grade
Band; RIS 6th and 8th Grade Chorus;
RIS 6th and 8th Grade Orchestra at 8 p.m.

December 10: Franklin, Tamaques,
Washington and Wilson Intermediate
Orchestra at EIS.

December 11: McKinley Chorus;
Jefferson 5th Grade Band, Chorus & Or-
chestra; RIS 7th Grade Chorus and Sharps
and Flats; RIS 7th Grade Orchestra and
Early Morning Orchestra at 8 p.m.;
Tamaques Band and Chorus.

December 12: WHS Orchestra.
December 16: EIS 8th Grade Band,

Chorus & Orchestra at 6:45 pm; EIS
Broadway Singers, Jazz Band and Sym-
phony Orchestra at 8:15 p.m.; Franklin
Intermediate Band.

December 17: Wilson Band and Cho-
rus.

December 18: Franklin Chorus;
McKinley Intermediate Band and Or-
chestra; Washington Band and Chorus.

December 19: WHS Chorus.
December 20: EIS and RIS Holiday

Tour (9 a.m. to 2 p.m.).
January 8: EIS / RIS / WHS District

Music Day (9 a.m. to 2 p.m.); District
Band Night at WHS.

January 13: District Orchestra Night at
WHS.

January 15: District Choral Night at
WHS.

February 8: WHS Choir Night of Love
Songs.

WESTFIELD — The Kiwanis Club
of Greater Westfield has announced
the names of the Westfield High
School Key Club members who were
recently recognized for their contin-
ued leadership and community
volunteerism.

Charlie Compton was named Vol-
unteer of the Month for September
2019. Charlie is Vice President of the
Key Club and has been active in Re-
lay for Life, Fish Hospitality network
and a crafts/holiday party for under
privileged children in Plainfield.

Emily Klag, president of the Key
Club, has shown her commitment to

the community in organizing a trip to
a local nursing home, preparing break-
fast for homeless families being
housed temporarily at The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield and attend-
ing Relay for Life. For her commit-
ment to her community, she was
named Volunteer of the Month for
October 2019.

Key Club is sponsored by the adult
organization, Kiwanis Club, that helps
to model and teach community in-
volvement and leadership opportuni-
ties for teens. For more information
about the teen program or the adult
club, call (732) 382-5367.

VOLUNTEERS OF THE MONTH...Charlie Compton was named Volunteer of
the Month for September 2019 and Emily Klag was named Volunteer of the Month
for October 2019 by The Kiwanis Club of Greater Westfield .
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Photo Credit: Mother Seton Regional High School
BOUNTY OF THANKS...Pictured, from left to right, is Sister Jacquelyn Balasia,
SC, Principal, Mother Seton Regional High School along with the Executive
Board Members of the Student Council; Alyson Fakhry, Secretary, Brooke
Belmonte, Vice President, Rachelle Montilus, President, Maya Bidiak, Publicity
Chairperson, Tanya Chaudhry, Treasurer.

Mother Seton Student Council
Coordinates Thanksgiving Food Drive
AREA -- Cesar Chavez, an Ameri-

can Labor Leader and Civil Rights
Activist once said; “If you really
want to make a friend, go to
someone•fs house and eat with him
the people who give you their food
give you their heart. The students of
Mother Seton Regional High School,
led by the members of the school•fs
Student Council, surely offered a
piece of their hearts as they col-
lected and prepared Thanksgiving
Food Baskets for communities in
need.

Combined with each student•fs
desire to live out a part of the MSR
mission statement “… personal
growth and service to others in a
nurturing, richly diverse community,
the homerooms collected more than
50 overflowing food baskets along
with 50 turkeys to be donated to The
Food Pantry at St. John’s in Clark
and to The St. Joseph Social Service
Center in Elizabeth.

Mrs. Patricia Nilssen, MSR
teacher and Student Council mod-
erator, helped the girls to coordinate
their efforts during the month of No-
vember. Gentle reminders to the stu-

dents via school announcements and
electronic notes continued to keep a
community in need at the forefront
of the students•f minds and hearts.
Mrs. Nilssen shared that, As each
homeroom gathered their food, it
was as if they were planning a meal
for their own family and friends.
They wanted to be sure that every-
thing was just right for their guests.
They truly took the recipients into
their hearts and into the Mother Se-
ton family. Personally, it brightened
each of my mornings to see the girls’
enthusiasm as the baskets filled.

On November 25, at the high
school•fs Thanksgiving Prayer Ser-
vice, two baskets were carried to the
front of the gym and placed on an
offertory table. This table, although
not in anyone•fs home, could easily
be imagined to have a family and
friends gathered around it. For the
folks in the community to whom this
food would soon be delivered, the
MSR community wished abundant
blessings; and with prayers of thanks-
giving, the faculty and students ex-
pressed boundless gratitude for all
they have.
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Community Concert Band
Holiday Concert, Dec. 12

Yale Whiffenpoofs to
Perform in Cranford

Westfield’s Gingerbread
Contest Voting to Begin

Neshama Carlebach to Headline
Arnold Young Memorial Concert

CLARK – It was the 1950’s and
Arnold Young had recently opened a
small hardware store in Newark. He
struggled and for many months could
not pay the rent. When his landlord
called him in for a meeting, he ex-
plained that he was having financial
difficulties and had
been too embar-
rassed to tell him.
The landlord asked
him how much he
owed his suppliers,
and then took out
his checkbook and
gave Mr. Young
the money he
needed to get back
on his feet.

The landlord’s
kindness allowed
Mr. Young to stay
in business. He of-
ten told this story
and related how it
motivated him, as
he himself became
successful, to pay
the kindness forward. He went on to
build his modest little store into a
major company, A&M Industrial Sup-
ply, headquartered in Rahway.

Mr. Young passed away in May of
2018 at the age of 87. The legacy he
leaves behind is a life of kindness,
generosity and philanthropy. He was
a proud former member of the U.S.

Marine Corp who fought racism and
discrimination his entire life, putting
himself at risk for the dignity of oth-
ers. He was a major supporter of
educational institutions, communal
organizations, as well as individuals
in need.

To honor his
memory, his syna-
gogue for over 50
years, Temple
Beth O’r Beth To-
rah of Clark, will
host the Arnold
Young Memorial
Concert on Sun-
day, December 8,
at 4 p.m. The guest
artists will be
award-winning
singer and
s o n g w r i t e r
N e s h a m a
Carlebach, and the
acclaimed klezmer
band Metropolitan
Klezmer.

Tickets for the
concert are $20 if purchased by No-
vember 29, and $25 at the door. Spon-
sorship opportunities are available
and includes two tickets, reserved
seating, a reception and listing in the
program. For tickets, call the temple
office at (732) 381-8403, email
tbethor@gmail.com, or visit
www.bethorbethtorah.com.

Arnold Young

WESTFIELD — It’s time for the
Second Annual town-wide Ginger-
bread Decorating Contest. Residents
are invited to conjure up their holi-
day creativity and imagination to
share with the community.

The gingerbread house, iconic
Westfield building, village, or other
structure should not be larger than 2
feet by 2 feet.

Completed projects, presented on
a cake board or a wooden board
must be dropped off to Savory Spice
during normal business hours be-
tween Thursday, November 28, and
Thursday, December 5. Please in-
clude an index card attached to the

project with the following informa-
tion: name, email address, phone
number, address, category.

The gingerbread will be on dis-
play in the windows of downtown
businesses and residents can vote
online for their favorite gingerbread
design.

Judging will be done via an online
voting booth by the community, and
winners will be announced on New
Year’s Day in the following catego-
ries: Grand Prize, Kids Only Effort
(ages 14 and younger), Family Ef-
fort, and Iconic Westfield Building.

See www.westfieldnj.gov/ginger-
bread for an online form.

THE WHIFFS...The Yale Whiffenpoofs, the world’s oldest and best-known
collegiate a cappella group, will present a concert on Saturday, December 7, at 8
p.m. at Trinity Episcopal Church in Cranford.

CRANFORD — The Yale
Whiffenpoofs, the world’s oldest and
best-known collegiate a cappella
group, will present a concert on Satur-
day, December 7, at 8 p.m. at Trinity
Episcopal Church in Cranford. Ad-
mission is free; however, a free-will
donation will be taken to help offset
the cost of the Whiffenpoofs’ visit.

Founded in 1909, the “Whiffs”
began as a senior quartet that met for
weekly concerts at Mory’s Temple
Bar, the famous Yale tavern. Today,
the group has become one of Yale’s
most celebrated traditions with over a
century of musical excellence.

Cranford High School (CHS) alum-
nus, Hale Jaeger, class of 2016, will
be returning to Cranford to perform
with the Whiffenpoofs.

Singing a mixture of old Yale tunes,
jazz standards, and other hits from
across the decades, the Whiffenpoofs
perform more than 200 concerts each
year. Their characteristic white tie
and tails, paired with their enthusi-
asm and humor, have become iconic
for audiences all around the United
States and across the world.

Recent Whiffenpoof performance
venues have included Carnegie Hall,
the Kennedy Center, the White House,
the Rose Bowl, and Lincoln Center.
The Whiffenpoofs have reached a
television audience of more than 175
million in appearances in NBC’S “The
Sing Off,” “The West Wing,” “The

Today Show,” “60 Minutes,”
“Gilmore Girls,” “Jeopardy!,” “Sat-
urday Night Live,” and most recently
on the Season 4 finale of the hit tele-
vision show “Glee”.

The “Whiffs” will also visit CHS to
workshop with the CHS a cappella
and choral students. The concert and
workshop is sponsored by Cranford
High School Performing Arts,
Cranford Friends of the Performing
Arts (FOPA), as well as Trinity Epis-
copal Church.

BROADWAY SINGERS…Pictured, Dr. Thomas Connors will conduct the
Westfield Community Concert Band for its 29th annual Holiday Concert on
Thursday, December 12, at 7:30 p.m. at Edison Intermediate School, located at
800 Rahway Avenue, Westfield. The band will be joined by the Edison Interme-
diate School Broadway Singers, directed by Kenneth Horn and Stephen Markowski.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Ford v Ferrari
Or, Goliath v David

3 & ½ popcorns

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

The red-blooded American portion of
me, the part that in my youth soaked up
John Wayne movies, was gratified by the
spirit of director James Mangold’s studi-
ously executed Ford v Ferrari. Rah, rah
and all that good stuff. Ferrari had been
dominating world auto racing and its
reign might have gone on for a bit longer
had it not been for il Commendatore’s
dissing of the Deuce. That’s car enthusi-
ast colloquium for Enzo Ferrari and Henry
Ford, II. And the automobile industry
version of “The Cask of Amontillado” to
which I allude concerns Mr. Ferrari add-
ing insult to industry when he not only
rebuffed the Detroit magnate’s attempt to
buy his Prancing Horse magnificence,
but also called him fat. Ford screamed
bloody revenge and swore he would beat
Ferrari at the 24 Hours of Le Mans.

History will do that. Just ask Helen of
Troy. But while no land was exchanged
following the bitter war that ensued be-
tween Ferrari and Ford, and no one had to
learn another language in the conquest
that resulted, the American pride that was
at stake is established holy lore among
gearheads. Following America’s show of
international might in WWII, it is both the
illustrative model and postscript to that
grand, swaggering flourish of what we
Yanks can do when we toss enough money,
determination and moxie at something.

But I must come clean, just in case the
truth is broached in some segue during
the Impeachment hearings. I am a Tifosi.
There, I’ve said it. While a general term
for a supporter of a team, Tifosi has come
to more specifically mean an ardent devo-
tee of Scuderia Ferrari (the Ferrari racing
team). Nevertheless, I think I can offer a
fair judgement of the account in question,
here magisterially authored with just the
right amount of rough and tumble action
by Jez Butterworth, John-Henry
Butterworth and Jason Keller. Recusal
won’t be necessary.

I can’t help my patriotism. It started so
early, and still occupies the fantasy seg-
ments of my waking hours. I was about
five or six and crying about something or
other I wanted when my Dad, who I was
still confusing with the televised movie
images of Gary Cooper and Jimmy
Stewart, looked down at me and said,
“Next thing I know, you’ll want a Ferrari.”
Huh? The analogy eluded me. But when
said in such context by someone with the
unquestionable, combined integrity of
Gary Cooper, Jimmy Stewart and Daniel
Goldberger, I figured that must really be
something worth having. He could have
just as easily said Rolls-Royce, Bentley
or Cadillac. But he said Ferrari. My mis-

sion was clear.
In all fairness to Dad, without a crystal

ball he couldn’t say Ford GT40, a minia-
ture model of which shares a hallowed
spot alongside a couple Ferraris atop my
writing desk. It would be many years later
that Ford’s contender to the throne makes
its debut at Le Mans, the appearance
made possible not solely by the Ford
Motor Corporation, but by the synergis-
tic, colorful collaboration dramatized in
Ford v Ferrari …doubtlessly the most
authentically realized car movie since
Grand Prix (1966).

But don’t laugh when I say there ought
to be an asterisk next to that last sentence,
informing quite seriously that John
Lassiter’s animated masterpiece, Cars
(2006), deserves almost as high ranking
for its contribution to the poetic rhapso-
dizing of automobilia. You see, there is a
curious disconnect that takes place dur-
ing the process of making car-related
movies, a filmic phenomenon attribut-
able to the estimable passion automo-
biles evoke in us all on their own. Can any
dramatic description approximate the
emotion you felt when you got that first
car?

Hence, it is to Mr. Mangold’s credit,
with the thespic help of Matt Damon and
Christian Bale as famed racecar builder
Carroll Shelby and racecar driver
extraordinaire, Ken Miles, respectively,
that the storied Goliath versus David saga
is made exciting, car nut or not. Riding in
tandem with scintillating racing scenes
doubtlessly supercharged by computer
magic is the ennobling camaraderie be-
tween Shelby and Miles, a smattering of
mechanics’ jargon for oil-soaked enthu-
siasts, and a more than subtextual, Plato-
worthy meditation on the group vs. the
individual.

As reputably told here with little
Hollywoodization, including the
internecine warfare among the suits, re-
plete with a snide, detractive villain
hellbent on stealing the glory from Messrs.
Shelby and Miles, the incorporated, truth
telling backstory openly contradicts the
propaganda. For all the publicity extol-
ling the virtues of Ford, the fact is that
while the GT40 did use a homegrown V8,
the chassis was designed and built in
England, based on the British Lola Mk6.
While Ford’s bankrolling was indispens-
able, ‘twas the blood, sweat and racing
ingenuity of two car pals that suggest the
film might have been more properly titled
“Shelby & Miles v Ferrari.”

Ford v Ferrari, rated PG13, is a Twen-
tieth Century Fox release directed by
James Mangold and stars Matt Damon,
Christian Bale and Caitriona Balfe. Run-
ning time: 152 minutes.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Recreation Department will host its
29th Annual Holiday Concert featur-
ing the Westfield Community Con-
cert Band and the Edison Intermedi-
ate School Broadway Singers on
Thursday, December 12, at 7:30 p.m.
at Edison Intermediate School, lo-
cated at 800 Rahway Avenue. This
free public concert culminates a year-
long series of performances by the
Westfield Community Concert Band
in celebration of the band’s 107th
anniversary concert season. The band
performed its first annual Holiday
Concert at the Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School in December 1990 with
the Roosevelt “Sharps and Flats” cho-
rus.

Highlighting a program of holiday
favorites, the band will perform A
Charlie Brown Christmas, from the
renowned Charles Shulz animated
special first appearing on the CBS
network in 1965. This selection fea-
tures the well-known compositions
by jazz pianist, Vince Guaraldi, origi-
nally performed by his jazz trio.

The band’s program also includes,
The Eighth Candle, a contemporary
celebration of Hanukkah, by com-
poser Steven Reistiter, Carol of the
Shepherds, arranged by Philip Sparke,
Fantasia for Christmas, arranged by
Elliot Del Borgo, and Ukrainian Bell
Carol, arranged by Philip Sparke.
The band will also perform Leroy
Anderson’s popular holiday compo-
sition, A Christmas Festival, written
in 1950 for the Boston Pops.

The Broadway Singers will also
perform a selection of holiday music
featuring the choir’s unique arrange-
ments and choreography, including

We Need a Little Christmas, from the
hit Broadway show, Mame, All Alone
Beneath the Mistletoe, That’s Christ-
mas to Me, Light, Jingle Bell Rock,
and Un Poco Loco, from Disney’s
film, Coco.

The program will conclude with a
combined performance of Irving
Berlin’s “White Christmas” with both
the band and choir, an annual tradi-
tion dating back more than 25 years. 

The Westfield Community Con-
cert Band is conducted by Dr. Tho-
mas Connors, now in his fifteenth
season with the band. Westfield mu-
sic educators Kenneth Horn and
Stephen Markowski, vocal special-
ists in the Westfield School District,
co-direct the Edison Broadway Sing-
ers.

Members of the Westfield Com-
munity Concert Band participated in
Westfield’s Holiday Tree Lighting
event, performing traditional Christ-
mas music as a festive backdrop for
the lighting of the Christmas tree at
the north side Westfield train station
along with a special appearance by
Santa and Mrs. Claus for hundreds of
families in attendance. As the band
completes its milestone 107th con-
cert season, the band continues to
seek out experienced area musicians
to perform a wide variety of concert
band literature for its many area con-
cert events. Interested musicians
should contact Dr. Connors through
the band’s website,
info@westfieldcommunityband.com.
The band rehearses each Wednesday
evening from 7:15 to 9:30 p.m. in the
community room located in the
Westfield Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street.

Nat King Cole Holiday
Music at Scotch Plains Lib.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Join fellow
community members for the Scotch
Plains Public Library’s ever-popular
Sunday Sounds series.

On Sunday, December 8, at 2 p.m.,
Stephen Fuller, Fred Fischer, Calvin
Jones and Marty Eigen of Amani will
get us in the holiday spirit with Nat
King Cole Celebrates the Holiday
Season. No registration needed.

Sunday Sounds is sponsored by the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League. For more information, go to
www.scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, ext. 204 or stop by the Refer-
ence Desk. The Scotch Plains Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of town.

Chango as Quince. The Mechanicals’
actions are a combination of the
“Three Stooges” and a “Saturday
Night Live” skit crew. Another time,
they enter the stage to “If I Had a
Hammer” led by construction worker
Quince whose costume is straight
from “YMCA.” Oh, the irony. Of
course, it’s all done tongue-in-cheek.
They provide comic relief with over-
the-top antics, grandiose gestures and
physicality run amuck. The four main
lovers, also, get manhandled in one
hilarious scene of physical mayhem
near the play’s end.

A psychedelic mood unfolds with
the Fairies, hippie spirits who serve
the fairy king and queen. They move
and groove to Jefferson Airplane’s
“White Rabbit.” If the royal pair looks
familiar, they are Theseus and
Hippolyta, now decked out in color-
ful outfits. Puck (the adorable Mac
Ferrone) in fantastic makeup (by
Emma Guan and Lexi Chouinard) is
replete with pointy Spock-like ears.
He enters and exits with his signature
hysterical laughter and gangly, flail-
ing arms and legs. This trickster, do-

ing the fairy king’s bidding, is a cross
between Harry Potter’s friend Dobby
and a more traditional goblin or elf.
His mix-ups with appointed love po-
tion (no, it’s not “Love Potion # 9”)
causes problems until he can undo the
magical havoc. Puck has great fun in
changing Bottom’s head into that of a
jackass. And Bottom plays his part,
throughout, for all it’s worth. The elf
enjoys playing tricks on the humans
and chuckles when he exclaims,
“Lord, what fools these mortals be!”

As fun-loving Puck delivers his
concluding remarks to the audience,
he speculates that the whole thing
was a dream. What a dream it was!
Bravo to the actors who did not throw
away their exit lines, who were able
to make themselves understood using
language and constructs that were
popular to audiences in the 1600s and
had a ball in the process. Congrats to
director Knight whose clever selec-
tion of the music and vision for this
production shows that sometimes, we
must put aside preconceived notions
in going to the theater. Just go with the
flow and enjoy the experience.

~continued from page 16~
SPFHS Reinvents Genius ’60s Twist To

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Photos With Santa & Mrs. Claus At
Lord + Taylor This Weekend

WESTFIELD — Thanksgiving
Weekend kick-s off the Westfield
holiday events with “Photos with
Santa & Mrs. Claus,” from Friday,
November 29 through Sunday, De-

cember 1, at Lord + Taylor, Westfield,
located at 609 North Avenue West.
Santa will visit with children on Fri-
day and Saturday from 1 to 6 p.m. and
Sunday from noon to 4 p.m.

Each visitor will receive one free 5
x 7-inch photo with a donation of $5
for the Westfield Food Pantry. A nomi-
nal shipping fee will apply. Addi-
tional online photo packages may be
purchased from
www.PaulMeccaPhotography.com

Free Parking In
Downtown Westfield

WESTFIELD -- Dowtown
Westfield is offering free public
parking this Friday and Saturday,
November 29 and 30.

Also, enjoy free shopper parking
for the holidays, Saturday, December
14, 2019 through January 1, 2020,
compliments of the Town of
Westfield.

Parking restrictions and time limits
apply.

Coming Next May

Our 48th

Annual Edition

To reserve your space
Contact Jeff Gruman,

Sales Manager
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com

This Is
Westfield

 WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY EVENTS 
DECEMBER  2019    

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
Hours: Mon-Thurs  9:30 am-9:00 pm  Fri & Sat 9:30 am-5:00 pm  Sun 1-5:00 pm 

Closed December 24 and 25 for Christmas 
Closing at 3:00 p.m. on December 31 and closed January 1 for New Year’s Day 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS  SEE WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFO 
***SOME RESTRICTIONS ON MURAL PATRONS    SEE WEBSITE 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN: CHECK WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFORMATION 
CHECK WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFORMATION & ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

PARENTS/CAREGIVERS STAY WITH CHILDREN FOR MOST PROGRAMS 

12/3  7:00 pm Trivial Pursuit for Teens & Adults   16+years 

12/4 10:00 am Origami Workshop with artist Joy Lara*** 

12/6  1:30 pm TGIF! Apollo 11 (movie) 

12/10  1:00 pm Make a Holiday Candle from Books*** 

12/11 10:00 am Watercolor Basics with artist Joy Lara*** 

12/13  1:30 pm TGIF! Gauguin: Voyage to Tahiti (video) 

12/17  7:00 pm Winter Holiday Customs   Judith Krall-Russo 

12/20  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Move: Elf with Will Ferrell 

12/3, 10, 17 10:00 am Move ‘n Groove 2-5 years with caregiver 

12/3  1:00 pm Drop-in Crafts 3½-5 years with caregiver 

12/5 10:00 am Pipsqueak Players 3-5 years with caregiver 

12/6 & 13 10:00 am Playgroup-Babies & Toddlers 0-23 months 
Parent/caregiver attends with child 

12/10  6:30 pm Evening LEGO Club 5+years 
Parent/caregiver stay in library 

12/12, 12/19 10:30 am It’s Movie Time All ages welcome 
Parent/caregiver attends with child 

12/14 10:00 am Paws to Read  Beginning readers read to 
library dogs in 10-minute sessions 

12/31 11:30 am Noon Year’s Eve Party 3+years 
Parent/caregiver attends with child 

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 
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The Three Holiday Tenors are Back
In Town, Come and Sing Along

WESTFIELD — On Saturday,
December 7, New Jersey Festival
Orchestra (NJFO) under the baton of
David Wroe, kicks off the holiday
season with The Three Holiday Ten-
ors, a family festival of traditional
and contemporary Holiday songs and
music, sing-a-longs and more guar-
anteed to make the season merry.

The concert features three interna-
tionally acclaimed guest tenor soloists
set to dazzle and captivate with a selec-
tion of renowned tenor favorites to wel-
come in the holidays. Their interpreta-
tions of traditional carols and wintertime
curiosities are also sure to delight.

Maestro Wroe said, “These mag-
nificent tenors, each more talented
than the next and drawn from New
York’s Metropolitan Opera and be-
yond, provide ‘Pavarotti style’ fare

such as “O Sole Mio,” “Torna a
Surriento,” and many, many more.”

“The program always has an Italian
element—those Neapolitan folk songs
are the perfect idiom for our soaring
tenor voices,” continued Wroe. “It also
includes wonderful symphonic inter-
pretations of seasonal favorites—
”Sleigh Ride,” “O Holy Night,” “Si-
lent Night,” “Jingle Bells” and many
more. This year we also tip our hat to
the Irish in us with “Toora Loora,”
“Danny Boy,” and other surprises.”

Metropolitan Opera’s internationally
acclaimed tenor Barry Banks and award-
winning tenors Jesse Donner and Matthew
Vickers will be the guest performers.

Mr. Banks is an English lyric tenor
who, after a long association with The
Metropolitan Opera and English Na-
tional Opera, has achieved acclaim as
one of the finest interpreters of the
Italian bel canto repertoire. His per-
formances of starring roles have taken
him to the world’s leading opera houses
including The Metropolitan Opera,
Royal Opera House, Covent Garden,
Teatre del Liceu, Opera Philadelphia,
Dallas Opera and Los Angeles Opera.
Recent concert highlights, in addition
to his performance with NJFO, in-
clude Lulu with the Cleveland Orches-
tra under Franz Welser-Möst. Mr.
Banks is also a prolific recording art-
ist. His recent recordings include a
disc of bel canto arias for Chandos,
and Berlioz’s Grande Messe des morts
for London Symphony Orchestra.

American tenor Mr. Vickers has been
praised for his “brilliant and golden
voice” (Die Kleine Zeitung), his “bur-
nished sound and confident acting”
(National Post), and hailed as “a gutsy
performer whose glowing tenor voice
has interestingly dark, baritonal under-
tones” (Opera Now). Mr. Vickers re-
cently performed the roles of Pinkerton
in Madama Butterfly with Opera Mem-
phis, Cavaradossi in Tosca with Vir-
ginia Opera, Rodolfo in La bohème
with Dayton Opera, debuted with the
Macerata Festival as Don José in
Carmen, and sang Canio in Pagliacci
at the Savannah Music Festival.

A former resident artist at Lyric
Opera of Chicago, rising tenor Mr.
Donner has already distinguished
himself on the operatic and concert
stage with his “vibrant” (Chicago
Classical Review) and “fresh and
juicy” (Chicago Tribune) voice. In

addition to his concert debut with the
NJFO, his recent performances in-
clude a return to Union Avenue Opera
as Rodolfo (La bohème), and a return
to the Louisville Orchestra as the
tenor soloist in Verdi’s Requiem and
Handel’s Messiah.

Continued Mr. Wroe, “These gifted
tenors will help us celebrate the Holi-
day season in style. The program is
festive and upbeat, with more ‘top
Cs’ than you can shake a stick at! We
are also thrilled to welcome a chorus
of students from Franklin Elemen-
tary School who are set to charm us
all with their own Holiday favorites.”

The Three Holiday Tenors concert
has become a Westfield institution,”
said NJFO Board President Keith S.
Hertell. “There is a festive atmosphere
from the moment the doors open at the
beautifully decorated Presbyterian
Church. It’s the perfect community
holiday gathering for the entire family
to hear a world-class professional or-
chestra and star performers from
NYC’s Met. Opera and beyond, right
here on our doorstep here in Westfield.”

This seasonal stroll of timeless clas-
sics and sentimental favorites, sure to
bring joy, smiles, and distinctive holi-
day memories to one and all, has been
made possible in part by support from
The New Jersey State council on the
Arts, the Westfield Foundation and a
Union County H.E.A.R.T grant.

The concert takes place on Saturday,
December 7, at 7 p.m. at the Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield and will be
repeated the next day in Madison at 3
p.m. Tickets start at $30 for adults and
there is a special discount price of only
$15 for students under 21.

Tickets are also available for NJFO’s
annual New Year’s musical celebra-
tion. This year’s performance, The
Golden Age of Broadway, promises a
superb revue of American musical the-
ater classics from the Golden Age of
Broadway to Mamma Mia, Book of
Mormon and even more. The cabaret
style concert, featuring renowned guest
vocalists direct from the Broadway
stage and dancers from Dance Theatre
of Harlem, takes place in Westfield on
New Year’s Eve at Westfield High
School Auditorium at 7 p.m.

Tickets for all concerts are avail-
able online at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. or by
calling (908) 232-9400.

SPFHS Reinvents Genius ’60s Twist
To A Midsummer Night’s Dream

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — On Friday,
November 22, I scratched my head as
I sat in the auditorium of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. Were
high school kids really tackling
Shakespeare? How will the teen au-
dience members follow the very com-
plex plot? Whose crazy idea was it to
produce A Midsummer Night’s Dream
in high school, anyway?

Credit the crazy genius of director
Morgan Knight and producer Jan Allen
whose reinvention of the classic set
Shakespeare’s most famous comedy
in the 1960s. It proved to be a brilliant
choice with music from the period
between scenes that helped propel the
action. I learned, right from the open-

ing scene, not to expect the expected.
It’s a party atmosphere from the first

parting of the curtains with the Athe-
nians doing hand jive to the song “I
Want Candy.” No traditional garb here,
but the opening scene has everyone
decked out in white 1960s apparel. So,
we start with a blank canvas, a stark
stage that is only accented by a chicken
wire type of plastic screen covering
the front bottom of the stage stuffed
with greenery and flowers to signify
we’re in a forest. Upstage is a two-
tiered cave-like area with a second-
floor area featuring a large boulder
and bed area. Hang on. That party feel
is just the beginning.

Hippolyta (Olivia Robertiello) en-
ters (is there any doubt she’s about to
become royalty with her crown and

regal stature?) and her husband-to-be
Theseus (Tucker Rose). They are plan-
ning their wedding, but before theirs
takes place, a young Athenian gal
named Hermia (Ally Vlkovic) is being
forced into marrying Demetrius (Alex
Halpin). She tells her father that she’d
rather die than not be with her true
love, Lysander (Owen Donahue). Ah,
teenage angst and romance–our inter-
est is piqued. There aren’t any body
mics in this production, but floor mics
amplify the actors’ voices quite well.
Lysander and Hermia are desperate to
marry, so they go off to the woods to
plan their rebellion. The song “Bad
Moon Rising” plays in the background
while Lysander mutters the well-known
phrase, “The course of true love never
did run smooth.”

Meanwhile, Helena (Megan
Sheehy), in a cool ivory pants suit and
wide brimmed hat, is privy to their
plan. She pines for the love of
Demetrius and when shenanigans by
Puck go wrong, she has both Lysander
and Demetrius fighting over her. But
that’s much later.

The tune “It’s My Party” blasts and
the Mechanicals, a group of amateur
actors, descends onto the stage to
prepare a play for the duke’s wed-
ding. Their colorful costumes (de-
signed by Joanne Sprague) include a
gal on roller skates, a mailman, Billy
Kasper playing Bottom, and a hard
hat construction worker, Antoinette

Fanwood’s Famous Christmas
House Spreads Joy to Disabled

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – The day after Thanks-
giving, Greg Roser will light up what
has become known as “Fanwood’s Fa-
mous Christmas House” at 83 Paterson
Road. There are some 20,000 lights
with myriad decorations from a candy-
cane lane leading up to the front door, a
family of polar bears, a nativity scene to
antique carolers and more that bring the
spirit of Christmas to the community.

The spectacular display Mr. Roser
assembles began as a way to bring joy
to others, and has transcended to spread-
ing that joy to children with disabilities.

When neighbors first offered to
help with his electric bill, he said he’d
rather begin a collection for a charity.
So, he set up a collection bin, and 100
percent of all donations go to help
children who have severe disabilities at
the New Jersey Institute for Disabilities
(NJID), which runs the not-for-profit
Lakeview School, located in Edison,
that serves over 1,500 children, from
Union County and 11 other New Jersey
counties. It is a comprehensive early
intervention special services school.

“Most of our students are not ambu-
latory, they cannot walk, and most of
our students don’t have functional

speech,” Venus Majeski, director of
development and community relations
for NJID, said. There is an array of
medical specialists on site. The school
has a new aquatic center designed to
help students regain skills such as walk-
ing, balance, and pain management.
The school also offers student-specific
supports, such as computers that recog-
nize eye movement, “to reach their
highest potential,” Ms. Majeski said.

“When you have
community activities
such as this it is very
dynamic. So many
people don’t know
about the Lakeview
School because they
didn’t need to know
us… No one ever
plans for their child to
go to Lakeview
School,” Ms. Majeski
said.

In the last four years
over each Christmas
season Mr. Roser has
raised about $10,000,
with last year alone
raising $7,000.

“I like this charity because it is local,”
Mr. Roser said. “I have seen the chil-
dren progress and improve.”

“The smiles on their faces—when
they make what we think is miniscule
accomplishments are tremendous ac-
complishments for them,” Mr. Roser
said of the children at Lakeview School.

On Saturday, December 7, Santa
Claus will visit “Fanwood’s Famous
Christmas House” and area children
are invited to visit with Santa from 4:30
to 6:30 p.m. or until the last child is seen
by Santa, Mr. Roser said. Each child
who visits Santa will receive a gift.
About 80 percent of the gifts he hands
out are donated, and 20 percent he
buys, Mr. Roser said. There is no charge
for this event, but donations are ac-
cepted for NJID. Donations are also
accepted during the season from now
until January 8—the last day the house
will be lit up this season. The house is
illuminated from dusk to 10 p.m. each
night. People can drop a check made
out to NJID or cash in a locked box by
his door, go online to make a donation
(njid.org, type in notes section Roser),
or mail a check to 83 Paterson Road,
Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

HERE COMES SANTA...People line up during last year’s Santa visit to Fanwood’s
Famous Christmas House.

A DREAM PRODUCTION...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School sets Shakespeare’s most famous comedy A Midsummer
Night’s Dream in the 1960’s for its fall play held last weekend.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Photo by Christina Hinke for The Leader/Times
JOY TO ALL...Greg Roser at his Fanwood home last week.

BUY TICKETS ONLINE AT WWW.NJFESTIVALORCHESTRA.ORG OR CALL (908) 232-9400

TICKETS $30 - $76 | UNDER 21 only $15

Tuesday, December 31 from 7pm-9pm
WHS AUDITORIUM, WESTFIELD 

Broadway vocalists and dancers from Dance 
Theatre of Harlem join NJFO to swing to 

America’s Great Songbook.

BROADWAY THROUGH 
THE AGES

MET Opera’s 
Barry Banks and 

friends join 
NJFO to present 
dazzling tenor 

classics and 
wintertime favorites 

to 
welcome in 

the Holiday season.

Saturday, December 7 at 7pm
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, WESTFIELD

Sunday December 8 at 3pm
THE CONCERT HALL, DREW UNIV. MADISON

Y Men’s Club Christmas Tree Sale
A True Westfield Tradition • Est. 1947 • Christmas Trees & Wreaths • Roping & Stands

Weekdays Monday to Friday 5PM - 9PM • Saturdays & Sundays 9AM - 6PM

All Proceeds Donated To Local Charities & Non-Profits

Starts Saturday, November 30th • Elm Street Athletic Field

Go Green!  Save the Trees!  Help the Environment!

Subscribe and Advertise Your Business on goleader.com
Contact Jeff Gruman, Sales Manager at 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com  •  goleader.com/form/subscribe

78 Winans Ave. in Cranford/ cdctheatre.org 

Begin the Holidays at CDC Theatre 
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KATZ 11 RUSHING TDS, 9 PASSING; KORZENESKI 324 RECEIVING, 4 TDS; COATES 72 TACKLES

Cougars Had Highs & Lows; Finished Football Season, 5-4
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Outstanding performances
mixed in with some disappoint-
ing performances highlighted the
season for the Cranford High
School football team. The Cou-

gar gridmen knocked off some
formidable opponents but then
fell short in some key games to
finish with a 5-4 record. And the
highs and lows seemed to work
in an alternating fashion.

The Cougars began their sea-

son in style with a 31-16 victory
over the Montgomery Cougars,
who would go on to finish the
regular season with an 8-1 record
before falling to Randolph in the
North Jersey, Section 1, Group 4
quarterfinals. In that game se-
nior quarterback Connor Katz ran
for a pair of touchdowns and
tossed a 30-yard touchdown
strike to senior receiver Tom
Korzeneski. Defensively senior

nose guard Patrick Blowe, junior
linebacker Matt Coates and se-
nior strong safety Evan
Kanterman, along with senior
linebacker Kevin Keogh, who had
an interception, kept
Montgomery’s offense in check.

Just two weeks later after si-
lencing Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
42-7, the Cougars were dazzled
by the Somerville Pioneers’ no-
huddle offense in a humbling 40-
7 setback. The Pioneers scored
40 unanswered points to start the

Mercy Rule clock ticking before
junior running back Dennis
DeMarino scored the Cougars’ only
touchdown on a one-yard bash.
Somerville’s only regular-season
loss was 23-16 to Summit. The
Pioneers went on to beat
Absegami and Seneca to advance
to the South Jersey Group 3 finals
where they lost to top-seeded
Woodrow Wilson, 54-30.

The very next week, the Cou-
gars took out their frustrations

Ballyhoo
To Advertise Your Business in this Online-Only section,
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See & Subscribe at
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on the Immaculata Spartans, 31-8. But
when the Cougars traveled to Rahway
River Park the following Friday night to
face the unbeaten Indians, they were
unable to handle their blazing speed in a

46-14 defeat. Rahway scored two touch-
downs within the first five minutes to
plunge the Cougars into a catch-up mode.
Katz was thrown for losses nine times

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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but did manage to have big runs of 42
yards, 32 yards and 33 yards to go with
a seven-yard touchdown run. Senior
receiver Mike Kalnins had a 34-yard
touchdown reception and junior wide

receiver Arjun Petgrave had a 72-yard
catch-and-run reception.

One week later, the Cougars crushed
the JP Stevens Hawks, 41-0, but fol-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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lowed up with a 34-21 loss to the
North Hunterdon Lions in a battle
for the possibility to seize the
conference title. The Cougars

found themselves in a 20-0 hole.
Katz had a 15-yard touchdown
run and completed a 21-yard
touchdown to Korzeneski.

DeMarino added a two-yard
touchdown run.

One week later the Cougars
traveled to Summit and stunned

the then 6-1 Hilltoppers, 35-20.
Previously, the Hilltoppers’ only
loss was to Rahway but they
upset Somerville. The Cougars’

defense limited the Summit run-
ning game to just 57 yards. Blowe
plugged up the holes to make it

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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possible for junior safety Nate
Caldwell, junior cornerback Jake
Chapman, Coates and Keogh to
lead the defense in tackles.

Next came the North Jersey,

Section 1, Group 4 first round
playoff game against the Irvington
Blue Knights. The Cougars held a
21-8 lead entering the fourth quar-
ter in Irvington but the Blue Knights

answered with a pair of touch-
downs to take a 22-21 lead then
blocked a last-second field goal
attempt by Cougar Diar Dautega
to advance to the semifinal round.

Katz threw a pair of touchdown
passes to senior receiver Jake
DeClerico and another to Kalnins.
Caldwell and senior Liam Loughlin
recorded sacks.

The information above came
from the archives of The Westfield
Leader. Below is information as
indicated by maxpreps.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Offensively, Katz completed 90
of 150 passes for 1,309 yards,
which included nine touchdown
passes and two interceptions.

Sophomore quarterback Shane
Van Dam completed one of two
passes for five yards. Katz also
led the team in rushing with 614

yards on 145 carries, including 11
touchdowns. DeMarino carried 82
times for 393 yards, including
seven touchdowns. Junior Marcus

Johnson carried 37 times for 240
yards, including three touch-
downs. Kalnins carried 16 times
for 75 yards, including a touch-

down and sophomore Colin
Murray carried four times for 43
yards, including a touchdown.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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When it came to long bombs,
Korzeneski was the go-to man.
Korzeneski had 16 receptions for
324 yards, including four touch-

downs, the longest being an 80-
yard catch-and-run play.
DeClerico had 21 receptions for
261 yards, including a pair of

touchdowns. Kalnins snagged 16
passes for 75 yards and a touch-
down. Senior Anthony DeCostello
had 13 receptions for 121 yards.

Senior wide receiver Cole Blazek
had nine receptions for 130 yards.
Petgrave had eight receptions for
208 yards. DeMarino had two

receptions for 12 yards, Johnson
had four receptions for 42 yards
and sophomore Zion Hammond

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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had a five-yard reception.
Junior Dautega assumed the

kickoffs and place-kicking re-
sponsibilities and booted 33

points after and two field goals
for 39 points.

Defensively, Coates was in-
volved in 72 tackles, which in-

cluded six throws for losses (TFL)
and four sacks. Caldwell had 67
tackles, including seven TFL’s and
three sacks. Chapman had 65

tackles, including two TFL’s, and
added a blocked field goal at-
tempt and an interception.
Kanterman had 63 tackles, in-

cluding two TFL’s and participa-
tion in a sack, plus a fumble
recovery. Keogh had 43 tackles,

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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including three TFL’s and two
sacks, plus and interception.

Junior linebacker Nick Librera
had 42 tackles, including four

TFL’s and two sacks, and a fumble
recovery. Korzeneski, who had
33 tackles, led the team with
four interceptions. Kalnins had

26 tackles, including two TFL’s
and a sack. Loughlin finished with
28 tackles, including five TFL’s
and a team-leading 4.5 sacks.

Blowe had 19 tackles, including
three TFL’s and a sack. Blazek
had 23 tackles, including a TFL,
and two interceptions. Junior

Garrett Lynch recorded two sacks
and a fumble recovery. Senior
cornerback Luke Pachkowski had
an interception.
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Blue Devil Boys Were in

Every Game; Finish 9-5-5

This page is brought to you by:

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq. Attorney at Law
908-232-8787  •  www.kaplowlaw.com

more photos next page

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader
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Christine Cosenza, State Farm Insurance Agent
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Owen Brand, Senior Mortgage Loan Officer at Santander US
908-789-2730
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Stellar Defense Keyed Raiders’

Run to Section Title
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Checchio
Black Top Paving

Driveways, Concrete, Parking
Lots, Brick Pavers

Free Estimates
908-889-4422

goleader.com/free

Vivian Cortese-Strano, Broker/
Sales Representative: Coldwell
Banker Residential Brokerage-

East Office. Located at 209
Central Ave., Westfield.

Experience, knowledge, and
integrity working for you! If

selling or purchasing property
in Union County, Somerset

County or Middlesex County, I
will provide unbeatable service,
and attention to detail. Contact

me anytime for a
complementary market

analysis, advise on home-sale
preparation or getting started
with your home search. web-
site: viviansellshomes.com,
cell 908-612-4650. email:

vivian.cortesestrano@cbmoves.com.
goleader.com/free

Columbia Bank Adds Local Charities to
Thanksgiving Turkey Tradition

Shown in front of the donated turkeys are Minoska Mateo the bank’s
Project Management Officer, Thomas J. Kemly, President and CEO
of Columbia Bank and Julie Holland, Executive Director of the
Columbia Bank Foundation.

FAIR LAWN — This year,
Columbia Bank is making the
holidays brighter for local
families in need by donating fresh
turkeys to six local New Jersey
food banks. The turkeys will be
personally delivered by bank
employees to Center for Food
Action in Englewood, New Hope
Community Ministries in Prospect
Park, Harvest Outreach
Ministries in Paterson, Market
Street Mission in Morristown,
Cornerstone Christian Church in
Wyckoff, Cathedral Kitchen in
Camden, Pequannock Township
Food Pantry in Pequannock, and
Madison Avenue Crossroads
Community Ministries in
Paterson.

“For decades it’s been a holiday
tradition at Columbia Bank for
employees to receive a turkey
for their Thanksgiving family

meal,” said Thomas J. Kemly,
Columbia Bank’s President and
CEO. “This year it was decided to
add several local food banks to
this special tradition with the
hope to make a difference for
families in need.” A total of 40
turkeys were donated by the
bank.

About Columbia Bank
Headquartered in Fair Lawn,

NJ Columbia Bank has an asset
base of nearly $8 billion and
operates 64 full-service offices
throughout New Jersey.

Columbia Bank offers a wide
range of consumer and
commercial products, including
online and mobile banking,
localized lending centers as well
as title, investment and wealth
management services. For more
information about Columbia
Bank’s full line of products and
services, visit their website at
ColumbiaBankOnline.com.

Ms. New Jersey Senior
America Pageant 2020

Seeks Contestants
AREA — “May We Be Them; May

We Rock With Them!” is the theme
for the Ms. New Jersey Senior
America Pageant 2020. Harrahs
Resort Hotel and Casino will host
the annual event on Wednesday,
June 3, 2020, at 1 p.m. in the
Concert Venue Theater.

The Pageant began in 1971,
and is the search for that gracious
lady, age 60 and over, who best
exemplifies the dignity, maturity
and inner beauty of all Senior
Americans. There are four
Judging Categories: Evening
Gown, Philosophy of Life, Talent
and Private Judges Interview.
After winning the State Title, the
Queen becomes the delegate for
the State of New Jersey who will
participate in the Ms Senior
America Pageant 2020. The
National Pageant will be held at
Resorts in October.

Those interested in becoming
a contestant, please contact Mrs.
Terry Meade, Executive State
Pageant Director, at (609) 443-
3039, or (908) 216-8534, or
email: tbm5201@aol.com.

To learn more, please visit
www.newjerseysenioramerica.org, and
www.msnewjerseysenioramerica.blogspot.com.
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Nature’s Beauty
Marble & Granite Fabricators
High quality wholesale prices

on all your marble
& granite needs.

Specializing in kitchen
countertops, bathroom

vanities & fireplaces
2476 Plainfield Avenue,

Scotch Plains
908-233-5300

goleader.com/free

Precision Painting Plus
Specializing in Interior
Painting, Wall Repair,

Spackling, Professional,
Neat, Reliable

No job too small
Book me before the holidays!

Free estimates
908-400-5599

goleader.com/free

The Grout Guy
Backsplashes, Floors,
Kitchens, Bathrooms

In addition to tile and grout
repair, regrouting and grout
staining, we also install tile.

Call for a free in-home
estimate.

973-634-7384
goleader.com/free

Mr. Reliable
Handyman

30 Years Experience
908-462-4755

goleader.com/free
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