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Tours every hour of our beautiful Independent Living 
apartments including the fabulous Lofts at Chelsea.

Refreshments served!

Saturday, Dec. 7th
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

295 SOUTH AVENUE  |  FANWOOD, NJ 07023
908-654-5200  |  CHELSEASENIORLIVING.COM

Independent Living
OPEN HOUSE
at The Chelsea at Fanwood

HOMETOWN
HEROeS DISCOUNT!

10% off
for veterans *

*Offer expires Dec. 31, 2019

WALK WITH A LIBRARIAN...Walk With A Librarian took place Friday at
Jerseyland Park in Scotch Plains. Pictured, from left to right, are: Scotch Plains
Mayor Al Smith, Doug Pierce, Vivian Hsu and her dog, Elliott; Librarian
Maribeth Fisher and Laura Berzofsky. They walked a few times around the path
at Jerseyland Park discussing library resources and downtown redevelopment.
The walks are suspended for the winter months, but are expected to resume in the
spring.
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Board of Education
the samples that the company took at
the level it sampled came back with
an approval. He noted that the com-
pany went down more than 30 feet,
which usually is an acceptable level
to sample.

Mr. Potter also talked about re-
placing many of the terra cotta win-
dow casings at Park Middle School.
He said they have lasted a very long
time, noting that the school was origi-
nally built in 1924 and that renova-
tions were then done in the late 1930s.

He stated that they were in need of
replacement as many of them had
rotted over the years, mostly due to
moisture.

Superintendent of Schools Joan
Mast, Ed.D., gave a brief report on
some of the ongoing Appreciation
for Diversity and an Equitable Com-
munity that had already been in place
and going on within the district.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s No Place for Hate student
group will present a “Through my
Eyes” workshop for ninth and 10th
graders.

In addition, student representatives
will attend the Joint Truth, Racial
Healing and Transformation Com-
mittee meeting in December. The
committee was established earlier
this year by the Scotch Plains Town-

ship Council.
Last week, it was reported that

during a November Board of Edu-
cation meeting, residents and stu-
dents spoke out against racism that
was reported to have been experi-
enced by students at the high school.

It was reported that a high-school
freshman made a social media post
with a picture of himself in
blackface, while standing in front
of a Confederate flag.

Statements had been made by
Scotch Plains Police Chief Ted
Conley and Fanwood Police Chief
Richard Trigo urging all Scotch
Plains and Fanwood residents to be
“responsible role models.” They
both stated that the multitude of
comments made concerning the post
attracted the attention of the New
Jersey State Police and the Federal
Department of Homeland Security.
It was reported that no actual threats
were made.

The next Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting will be
held on Thursday, December 19, at
8 p.m. The meeting will take place
in the Administration Building, lo-
cated at 512 Cedar Street, Scotch
Plains. It was noted that there is
only one meeting for the month of
December.

Jennifer Glackin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NO CELL TOWER...A young Cranford resident holds up a sign opposing the
proposed Union County College cell tower at Monday’s zoning board meeting in
Cranford.

Cell Tower  Hearing
Resumes for UCC Location

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Architect Frank
Colasurdo presented information at a
three-and-a-half hour board of adjust-
ment meeting Monday night about the
proposed cell tower at Union County
College (UCC). The cell tower would
be used by Verizon, AT&T, and T-
Mobile.

Proposed is a 148-foot monopole,
surrounded by three separate technol-
ogy cabinets (one for each carrier) and
three separate back-up diesel genera-
tors, that will be designed to look like a
faux pine tree. The 48-foot by 48-foot
compound will be enclosed by a mesh
style chain-link fence and leave room
for an additional fourth wireless carrier
if ever necessary.

The monopole will reach 28 feet
higher than the average height of the
surrounding tree canopy, which accord-
ing to Mr. Colasurdo, can be added to
by another potential carrier in the fu-
ture. Gregory Meese, attorney for the
carriers, said the future carrier could
add an extra 10 to 20 feet onto the pole
without an added variance, making the
height 168 feet.

Mr. Meese said the pole is necessary
because UCC has an obligation to con-
tact students in case of emergency and
currently there is a “deficiency in cov-
erage.” Residents questioned Mr.
Colasurdo whether he was tasked with
designing any other signal enhancing
devices on the campus such as a DAS
(Distributed Antennae System), either
indoor or outdoor, for UCC as he has
for other colleges in the state such as
Montclair State University and Rutgers
University. Mr. Colasurdo said he was
only asked to design the monopole and
other experts would testify later in the
proceedings as to why this was the
design choice.

The carriers are seeking a use vari-
ance for the height of the monopole and
the proximity to the nearest residence.
Cranford requires a 440 feet minimum
distance from the closest residence and
the tower compound will be 279 feet
from the nearest home.

The site of the compound was cho-
sen by UCC administration, according
to Mr. Colasurdo. Other proposed sites
around the campus were deemed un-
suitable due to a wetlands issue and
shadow blockage of solar panels. An-
other proposed site in a parking lot,
which would have been farther from
residences, was denied by the UCC
administration because it would have
reduced parking spaces. A Cranford
resident who is the treasurer of Holy

Trinity Greek Orthodox church said the
college has an agreement with the church
to use their parking lot for free and can
continue use this if necessary.

Board members and concerned resi-
dents questioned the visual impact of
this monopole. Mr. Colasurdo said the
faux pine tree will blend at a distance.
Board members Dan Ashenbach and
David Saloman asked about various
concealed monopoles in the area, in-
cluding the one visible from the park-
way near Clark and asked if they were
also meant to blend into the surround-
ing area, which received a laugh from
the assembled crowd.

When asked about the visual impact
from a more local level, Mr. Colasurdo
responded, “No one has said you will
not be able to see this.” A professional
planner has produced image simula-
tions which would show what the pro-
posed monopole would look like from
various points around the neighbor-
hood. Mr. Ashenbach noted that there
were only three pictures submitted in
the packet, which had no addresses for
reference, and said it was a “limited
view.”

Residents were also concerned about
the noise levels produced by technol-
ogy that would be running 24/7. Mr.
Colasurdo said the decibel (db) levels
were tested by an independent consult-
ant and were well within Cranford’s
requirements of 65 dbs for daytime and
the 50 db for residential nighttime. Even
with all three generators working in an
emergency, which is exempt from the
nighttime regulations, the decibel level
was tested at 56.

Another concern was the motion sen-
sor lights that could potentially be set
off by various wildlife in the area. Mr.
Colasurdo said he would change the
design from a motion sensor to a switch.
A technician would have to come out
with a flashlight and switch it on, if
necessary, and the light would stay on
for 60 minutes.

Due to the length of this meeting, the
other experts Mr. Colasurdo referred to
will testify in future meetings. The hear-
ing will be continued at the next board
meeting on Monday, December 9 at
7:30 p.m. in the municipal building
after two other applications.

Associates will grade, drain and work
on other environmental factors.

The borough’s holiday celebration
will be Sunday, December 8, from 3
to 5 p.m., under the holiday tent by
the North Avenue train station. Santa
will be present, along with crafts,
food, music and prizes. The borough’s
tree will be lit then as well.
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Photo courtesy of resident of Grandview Avenue, Darielle Walsh
OH, DEER...Pictured is a herd of deer on the Grandview Avenue property in
Westfield of Darielle Walsh, whose home backs up to a wooded area where deer
live. The Town of Westfield is considering having a bow hunt on certain tracts of
town land to cull deer through the Union County deer-management program.

the conservation center and the
wooded area in the vicinity of Dela-
ware Street, Maryland Avenue and
Grandview Avenue has resulted in
over-browsing of native vegetation
in the areas, damage to greens and
ornamental vegetation and has cre-
ated safety hazards for the public.”

Councilman David Contract said
that there is approximately one acci-
dent a week involving a deer, and that
the hunt is intended to increase safety
by lowering the deer population and
lessening the amount of vehicular
accidents. The council’s Public Works
Committee had met with county rep-
resentatives to go over the program,
he said.

Residents spoke both in favor of
and in opposition to voting on a deer-
management program in town. Most
people in favor of the program say
that families of deer come on to their
properties and do not show fear of
them. The homeowners, in turn, feel
that they cannot use their own yards
for fear of being harmed by deer.
Those in opposition to voting on the
resolution questioned the program.
Some asked what are the hunters to
do to capture and kill the deer once a
deer is hit and runs. And some asked
what happens if a deer comes on to
private property after being hit — can
the hunters come on their property?
They also asked officials to let neigh-
boring towns know of a hunt in ad-
vance since the properties abut Cran-
ford, Clark, Garwood and Scotch
Plains.

Kristi Trapani of Delaware Street

agreed there is a “deer problem.”
“I’m concerned about the amount

of space on that property and how we
safely execute a hunt... What happens
when a deer, after being hit, runs to a
place where it’s comfortable…?” She
said deer lounge in her backyard and
will not move. She asked if the hunt-
ers track the deer they had hit with a
bow to a person’s property, what will
the county “allow to finish it?”

“I’m concerned of hunters firing
out towards homes,” Ms. Trapani said.

Ross Katz of Pine Court asked if
this was the “most humane way to
deal with the problem.”

Darielle Walsh, who lives around
the corner from Ms. Trapani on
Grandview Avenue, said she has seen
up to some 30 deer on her property at
once, and she will not allow her grand-
children to play in the backyard any-
more for fear of what she said is the
“aggressive behavior of deer.”

Delia Collins, a 50-year resident of
Georgia Street, said, “It is a serene
area for deer to roam.” She said many
homes in Cranford and Clark, as well
as Westfield, back up to one of the
wooded areas the hunt is proposed
for, and she is concerned for people’s
safety during the hunt. She also said
she has heard the county’s hunting
program has not decreased the herds.

The Department of Public Works
was approved to purchase a hurricane
blower for leaves at a cost of $9,624.

There were four advertised hear-
ings for Community Development
Block Grants. They were: adult spe-
cial-needs program staff for the
Westfield Y, for $26,000; emergency
communication/video system for the
Westfield Y, for $15,000; Senior Citi-
zen Transportation Program, Town
of Westfield, $15,000, and to refur-
bish a gym facility and adjacent park-
ing lot at the Westfield Community
Center for $35,000.

In the mayor’s update, Mayor
Shelley Brindle said with the holi-
days approaching, she has pledged to
do 75 percent of her holiday shop-
ping locally. The Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) has holiday fes-
tivities planned starting this week-
end, and she told residents to check
the DWC website for details.

The Westfield Winter Wonderland,
a town event taking place this Sun-
day, December 1, will have activities
starting at 3:30 p.m., with the Christ-
mas tree lighting at 5:30 p.m., Mayor
Brindle announced. A DJ will pro-
vide music, and the Westfield Rink
will have skate sessions at 2:30 and
6:30 p.m.

The mayor read a proclamation hon-
oring Langston Booth, who passed away
recently. He was a longtime employee
of the Westfield Community Center.
He also was a percussionist with George
Clinton and Parliament Funkadelic,
Mayor Brindle noted.
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Westfield Deer Hunt

the new houses. Mrs. Kelly had pushed
for wood plank siding but Mr.
Cardamone said that would add about
$50,000 to his building costs.
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Mayor, Council Say BOE
Politicized Sub Teacher Vote

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Mayor Sara Todisco
and several council members pledged
their support at Monday’s borough coun-
cil meeting to Councilwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock and Councilman Russell
Graham who did not receive an approv-
ing vote by the Garwood board of educa-
tion to be hired as Lincoln School substi-
tutes at last week’s board of education
meeting. The board of education made
the decision by an official vote at the
November 18 board meeting.

Mr. Graham had served as a Lincoln
School substitute for four years until with-
drawing from the position. Council-
woman Blumestock is a certified teacher

who has worked in several other school
districts.

“Politics shouldn’t enter into the deci-
sion. Especially when people are quali-
fied,” Councilman Marc Lazarow said.

Councilman Lazarow said it should be
noted either applicant had relevant certi-
fications or had been doing the job previ-
ously.

“I feel for our council members who
wanted to just help out the school,” Coun-
cilman Lazarow said.

Mayor Todisco said the council mem-
bers were voted down “simply” because
they held elected office.

“You (Councilman Richard
McCormack) and Marc Lazarow got it
completely backwards. They don’t want
to politicize it,” said resident Bruce Pater-
son.

Mr. Paterson said he had spoken at the
board of education meeting expressing
concerns that two council members were
set to be hired as substitute teachers.

“This past election cycle it seemed the
board of ed. was being politicized,” Mr.
Paterson said.

Mr. Paterson stated that the vote was
made by eight individuals who discussed
how the board could be politicized and
they made that decision. He said the “safe
vote” keeps political influence out of the
district.

“I’m disappointed you guys would even
say that,” said Mr. Paterson referring to
council’s comments suggesting the board
of education’s decision was political.

Councilman McCormack, during his
school board liaison report, said he would
like the board of education to show more
transparency in their financial decision-
making processes. Mr. McCormack said
the board of education should mimic a
similar transparency, which the council
displays with town halls on major issues
and project decisions.

“We (Mayor and council) go over and
beyond here,” Councilman McCormack
said in referring to the council’s transpar-
ency.


