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Tours every hour of our beautiful Independent Living 
apartments including the fabulous Lofts at Chelsea.

Refreshments served!

Saturday, Dec. 7th
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

295 SOUTH AVENUE  |  FANWOOD, NJ 07023
908-654-5200  |  CHELSEASENIORLIVING.COM

Independent Living
OPEN HOUSE
at The Chelsea at Fanwood

HOMETOWN
HEROeS DISCOUNT!

10% off
for veterans *

*Offer expires Dec. 31, 2019

GARWOOD WELLNESS CAMPAIGN...The Garwood Mayors Wellness Walk
was held Saturday at the Garwood Recreation Complex at the eastern end of
Myrtle Avenue. This 3K walk spotlighted Laura Bilotta, who has lived in
Garwood for the past 12 years and has participated in at least 10 marathons in
the tri-state area, qualifying for the Boston Marathon four times. Walkers of all
ages participated.
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The carriers are seeking a use
variance for the height of the mono-
pole and the proximity to the near-
est residence. Cranford requires a
440 feet minimum distance from
the closest residence and the tower
compound will be 279 feet from the
nearest home.

The site of the compound was
chosen by UCC administration, ac-
cording to Mr. Colasurdo. Other
proposed sites around the campus
were deemed unsuitable due to a
wetlands issue and shadow block-
age of solar panels. Another pro-
posed site in a parking lot, which
would have been farther from resi-
dences, was denied by the UCC
administration because it would
have reduced parking spaces. A
Cranford resident who is the trea-
surer of Holy Trinity Greek Ortho-
dox church said the college has an
agreement with the church to use
their parking lot for free and can
continue use this if necessary.

Board members and concerned resi-
dents questioned the visual impact of
this monopole. Mr. Colasurdo said
the faux pine tree will blend at a
distance. Board members Dan
Ashenbach and David Saloman asked
about various concealed monopoles
in the area, including the one visible
from the parkway near Clark and
asked if they were also meant to blend
into the surrounding area, which re-
ceived a laugh from the assembled
crowd.

When asked about the visual im-
pact from a more local level, Mr.
Colasurdo responded, “No one has
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UCC Cell Tower Hearing
said you will not be able to see
this.” A professional planner has
produced image simulations which
would show what the proposed
monopole would look like from
various points around the neighbor-
hood. Mr. Ashenbach noted that
there were only three pictures sub-
mitted in the packet, which had no
addresses for reference, and said it
was a “limited view.”

Residents were also concerned
about the noise levels produced by
technology that would be running
24/7. Mr. Colasurdo said the deci-
bel (db) levels were tested by an
independent consultant and were
well within Cranford’s requirements
of 65 dbs for daytime and the 50 db
for residential nighttime. Even with
all three generators working in an
emergency, which is exempt from
the nighttime regulations, the deci-
bel level was tested at 56.

Another concern was the motion
sensor lights that could potentially
be set off by various wildlife in the
area. Mr. Colasurdo said he would
change the design from a motion
sensor to a switch. A technician
would have to come out with a flash-
light and switch it on, if necessary,
and the light would stay on for 60
minutes.

Due to the length of this meeting,
the other experts Mr. Colasurdo re-
ferred to will testify in future meet-
ings. The hearing will be continued
at the next board meeting on Mon-
day, December 9, at 7:30 p.m. in the
municipal building after two other
applications.

DOE: Garwood Has Taken
Steps to Ensure Kids’ Safety

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Board of Education and the public
heard a presentation at the board’s
November 19 meeting on the New
Jersey Department of Education’s
(NJDOE) findings regarding
Garwood’s School Preparedness and
Emergency Planning to address an
active-shooter scenario. Thomas
Gambino, an education program de-
velopment specialist with the
NJDOE’s Office of School Prepared-
ness and Emergency Planning, gave
the presentation.

Mr. Gambino said the NJDOE has
employed a program to check up on
New Jersey schools’ adherence to
state standards on proper procedure
during a school lockdown or emer-
gency scenario. He said the Lincoln
School administration has taken the
strategic steps necessary to ensure
student safety during an emergency
situation.

“The most important work of our
time is to keep students safe,” Mr.
Gambino said.

He told the board that Lincoln
School has implemented effective
security measures including staff dis-
playing proper identification, a se-
cure and enhanced visitor procedure,
and a partnership with the Garwood
Police Department.

Mr. Gambino said the school’s se-
curity measures can be observed “ob-
jectively” because his arrival is unan-
nounced to all school administrators
and staff. He and his staff have ob-
served more than 10,000 New Jersey
school staff members while monitor-
ing over 1,000 drills, Mr. Gambino
stated.

“Somebody is already planning the
next mass shooting. I wish it was
incorrect. Sadly, it’s the most accu-
rate,” Mr. Gambino said.

Active shooters or mass shootings
are typically not random, stated Mr.
Gambino. He said the shooter is often
involved with the venue where the
violence takes place or is related to the
target group through interpersonal re-
lationships. He said each shooting
event follows a typical pattern on what
promulgates the event’s occurrence.

For instance, he explained, the
shooter will have a grievance or a
reason for disenfranchisement with
those who will be affected. The griev-
ance phase transitions to a fantasy
phase where the shooter will picture
an act of violence to get even with or
over on those causing the shooter
mental anguish, Mr. Gambino stated.
He said the fantasy phase will de-
volve into a research-and-planning
stage, adding that the preparation
stage commences after the research-
and-planning stage.

Mr. Gambino said the preparation
stage could include the purchase, ac-
quisition or manufacture of a weapon
or explosive. The next phase often
includes a “dry run” or scouting out
the potential target ground.

Mr. Gambino said 99 percent of
shooters act alone, 96 percent are
males, 94 percent hurt a family mem-
ber, with 60 percent of shootings end-

ing before police arrive. Forty percent
of shooters commit suicide, while 28
percent of shooters are killed by po-
lice, stated Mr. Gambino, citing Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation statistics.

He said preventative measures can
be taken by family members and com-
munity members to identify a shooter
before the event takes place. Mr.
Gambino recalled a scenario where a
mother was called by a gun store in-
forming her that her son’s ammunition
was ready to be picked up but that the
mother never questioned her son.

Preventing bullying, providing
mental health services or being able
to identify mental health indicators,
providing educational resources to
students on how to react during an
emergency, and calling in possible
threats to the proper authorities could
deter the next attack, Mr. Gambino
stated.

In an unrelated discussion, during
public commentary, Councilman Ri-
chard McCormack requested the
board provide more financial trans-
parency for residents whose children
are not in the school district or who do
not have grandchildren in the school
district.

“I am not deriding or being accusa-
tory. I’m just asking, what are you
guys doing to keep those residents
informed?” Councilman McCormack
said.

The Washington School renova-
tion costs were originally projected at
more than $400,000, stated Mr.
McCormack. He said the project costs
are now projected at over $600,000.
The school, located at 500 East Street,
is rented to the Westfield YMCA as
the Garwood Family Center YMCA.

“I’m wondering how that informa-
tion would be relayed to taxpayers,”
Mr. McCormack said.
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Cranford Committee
create an overall student population
increase of 99 students, stated Deputy
Mayor Ann Dooley. Ms. Dooley said
the 70-percent revenue share allows
the district to “ramp up” preparation
for any student population increases
redevelopment might catalyze.

However, she said residents should
consider the projected student popu-
lation increase will not reach 99 stu-
dents “as of September 2020,” stated
Ms. Dooley. The five-year negotiated
revenue share allows the school dis-
trict to properly discern the actual
student population increase versus an
expectation, stated Ms. Dooley. She
said the township committee in five-
years will be able to properly reflect
on municipal cost increases resulting
from redevelopment.

Mayor Giblin said he would sup-
port the ordinance, but initially did
not support a PILOT program for
several reasons. However, the mayor
said the ordinance allows for a “com-
promise,” which would not place the
municipality at odds with the school
district.

Mayor Giblin stated that the mu-
nicipality spent money opposing
court-imposed affordable-housing
restrictions on Cranford. Legal costs,
which were incurred to reduce hous-
ing density at the Birchwood site. He
said allowing both the school board
and the “future township commit-
tee” to “comeback and review” the
actual cost impacts is effective.

At the September 24, township
committee meeting, a resolution was
approved that only received “two
affirmative votes,” stated resident
Jim Carvalho in an unrelated to re-
development public commentary dis-
cussion.

“Two is a not a majority of the
committee. Two is not a majority of
the members present for that vote,”
Mr. Carvalho said.

Mr. Carvalho stated that school
board members abstaining is a “con
called abstention,” allowing a “mi-
nority to become a majority.” Dur-
ing the vote, he said four committee
members were present with Mayor
Giblin and Deputy Mayor Dooley
abstaining.

Mr. Carvalho said the township
committee bylaws are explicit in “ab-
stentions may be invoked for one
reason only to address a conflict of
interest.”

“Each of those abstentions (41 as
per Mr. Carvalho’s calculations on
abstentions enacted by committee
members this year) represents a con-
flict of interest none of those con-
flicts were disclosed,” Mr. Carvalho
stated.

Mr. Carvalho said the abstentions
he wants disclosed were pertaining
to a vote to approve the appointment
of Township Administrator Jamie
Cryan. Mr. Carvalho said he is not
opposing Mr. Cryan’s appointment
as he has had personal conversations
with Mr. Cryan and is not challeng-
ing Mr. Cryan’s characters or ability
to serve Cranford.
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Robert Schilare with a proclamation
honoring and recognizing the
Garwood Lions Club’s 90th anni-
versary. The Garwood Lions Club is
the longest-serving or “oldest” ser-
vice organization in Garwood, not
including the Garwood Volunteer
Fire Department, stated Mayor
Todisco.

“The Lions Club is near and dear to
my heart,” said Mayor Todisco, laud-
ing the club’s commitment to those in
need and the community’s youth.

Mayor Todisco and Councilwoman
Blumenstock have been Lions Club
members for numerous years, Mayor
Todisco said. Councilwoman
Blumenstock stood next to the mayor
during the proclamation reading.
Mayor Todisco said she has been a
Lions Club member for over nine years.

“Lions are everywhere. (They are)
active in 200 countries. Their motto
is ‘We Serve,’” Mayor Todisco said.

Mayor Todisco’s grandfather, resi-
dent Frank Todisco, is recorded as
Garwood’s longest-serving member.
Frank Todisco was the Lions Club
member who recruited Ms. Briggs to
join the Garwood club, Mayor
Todisco said.

The Garwood Lions Club is active
in promoting youth recreation, in-
cluding supporting youth education
through scholarship opportunities.
On November 24, the club held its
annual pancake breakfast at The
Westwood.

“It was a great success, with many
residents coming out despite the
gloomy weather,” Councilwoman
Blumenstock said.

On Friday, December 6, the Lions
Club will celebrate the club’s 90th
anniversary at the Garwood Knights
of Columbus, stated Councilwoman
Blumenstock. Ticket prices are $35
and include beer, wine, dinner and
dancing.

“Come out and help us celebrate
the good work the Lions Club does
and honor all of our members, espe-
cially those who have passed, but
generously devoted many years of
their life to the Lions Club,” Council-
woman Blumenstock said.

The Mayor’s Breakfast will be held
this Sunday, December 1, at the
Garwood Firehouse.

harmed by deer. Those in opposition to
voting on the resolution questioned the
program. Some asked what are the hunt-
ers to do to capture and kill the deer
once a deer is hit and runs. And some
asked what happens if a deer comes on
to private property after being hit —
can the hunters come on their property?
They also asked officials to let neigh-
boring towns know of a hunt in advance
since the properties abut Cranford,
Clark, Garwood and Scotch Plains.

Kristi Trapani of Delaware Street
agreed there is a “deer problem.”

“I’m concerned about the amount
of space on that property and how we
safely execute a hunt... What happens
when a deer, after being hit, runs to a
place where it’s comfortable…?” She
said deer lounge in her backyard and
will not move. She asked if the hunt-
ers track the deer they had hit with a
bow to a person’s property, what will
the county “allow to finish it?”

“I’m concerned of hunters firing
out towards homes,” Ms. Trapani said.

Ross Katz of Pine Court asked if
this was the “most humane way to
deal with the problem.”

Darielle Walsh, who lives around
the corner from Ms. Trapani on
Grandview Avenue, said she has seen
up to some 30 deer on her property at
once, and she will not allow her grand-
children to play in the backyard any-
more for fear of what she said is the
“aggressive behavior of deer.”

Delia Collins, a 50-year resident of
Georgia Street, said, “It is a serene
area for deer to roam.” She said many
homes in Cranford and Clark, as well
as Westfield, back up to one of the
wooded areas the hunt is proposed

for, and she is concerned for people’s
safety during the hunt. She also said
she has heard the county’s hunting
program has not decreased the herds.

The Department of Public Works
was approved to purchase a hurricane
blower for leaves at a cost of $9,624.

There were four advertised hear-
ings for Community Development
Block Grants. They were: adult spe-
cial-needs program staff for the
Westfield Y, for $26,000; emergency
communication/video system for the
Westfield Y, for $15,000; Senior Citi-
zen Transportation Program, Town
of Westfield, $15,000, and to refur-
bish a gym facility and adjacent park-
ing lot at the Westfield Community
Center for $35,000.

In the mayor’s update, Mayor
Shelley Brindle said with the holi-
days approaching, she has pledged to
do 75 percent of her holiday shop-
ping locally. The Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) has holiday fes-
tivities planned starting this week-
end, and she told residents to check
the DWC website for details.

The Westfield Winter Wonderland, a
town event taking place this Sunday,
December 1, will have activities start-
ing at 3:30 p.m., with the Christmas tree
lighting at 5:30 p.m., Mayor Brindle
announced. A DJ will provide music,
and the Westfield Rink will have skate
sessions at 2:30 and 6:30 p.m.

The mayor read a proclamation hon-
oring Langston Booth, who passed away
recently. He was a longtime employee
of the Westfield Community Center.
He also was a percussionist with George
Clinton and Parliament Funkadelic,
Mayor Brindle noted.

Photo courtesy of resident of Grandview Avenue, Darielle Walsh
OH, DEER...Pictured is a herd of deer on the Grandview Avenue property of
Darielle Walsh, whose home backs up to a wooded area where deer live. The Town
of Westfield is considering having a bow hunt on certain tracts of town land to cull
deer through the Union County deer-management program.
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