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Brunswick had to settle for a 33-
yard field goal from Justin Batt
with 6:08 left in the half.

Later in the quarter a Blue
Devil punt went out at the North
Brunswick 19. Time was ticking
away as the Raiders took seven
plays to get to the Westfield 47

but Baradhi tossed a short pass
over the middle to Marquis Perry,
who broke free and managed to
get into the end zone with just
24 seconds on the clock.

“It was a team effort but with
some blown assignments. We just
got to look at the film, be there

mentally and know what we are
doing,” Kessler suggested.

In the third quarter, the Blue
Devils struck back to cover 66
yards on just three plays, which
was concluded with Rooney’s
miraculous 38-yard touchdown
grab to make the score 17-14.

“We wanted to take shots in
this game. Hank took a shot. I
jumped for the ball and I guess
he [defender] tipped it or some-
thing. The ball tipped in the air.
I don’t even know what was
going through my mind but I
found the ball and did whatever
I could to catch it,” Rooney re-
called.

But North Brunswick answered
with a 13-play, 53-yard scoring
drive that ended with Bailey’s
three-yard plunge on the first
play of the fourth quarter.
Westfield answered with 12
straight pass plays to make the
score, 24-21, when Shapiro hit
Rooney down the right sideline
for the 30-yard touchdown with
3:36 left in the game. Rooney
kept the drive alive with an NFL
toes-in grab.

“At that point, we were just
trying to get what we could get.
Hank made a good throw to keep
it away from the defense and I
did all I could to keep my feet in
bounds and spear the catch,”
Rooney described.

“You could tell their game plan
for us, they really tried to cover
Griffin as much as they could.
They had a talented defensive
line too, so we have to look at
the film, get back here on Mon-
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