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Black Lives / Blue Lives
Tackles Race and Policing

F-SP College Club Presents
Jon Bramnick, Nov. 18

NJ  Photography Forum: A
25 Year Retrospective

Fall Into Crafts With The
Westfield Historical Society

FALL INTO CRAFTING…Children can learn the art of historic fall crafts at the
Reeve History and Cultural Resource Center on Saturday, November 16. Pro-
gram Consultant Meg Wastie will teach children wool felted acorns and pinecone
turkeys crafts, while parents tour the historic Reeve House.

CRANFORD — Union-based pro-
fessional company The Theater Project
will take on one of the most controver-
sial issues of the day with a staged
reading of Black Lives / Blue Lives, an
original pair of one-acts ex-
ploring each side of the
police/race dynamic re-
sponsible for so many
front-page tragedies in re-
cent years. The reading/dis-
cussion will be presented
at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center on Wednesday,
November 13, at 7 p.m.
Admission is free, but seat-
ing is limited and is first
come-first served.

“The hope here is to begin a con-
structive discussion,” said Mark
Spina, producing director for The
Theater Project. “The issue is so pain-
ful and so complicated that
it is tempting to turn away
if you are not directly af-
fected. Using theater, we
hope to create a safe space
to take a closer look and
discuss how and why these
tragedies occur.”

Black Lives / Blue Lives
consists of two, short one-
man one-act plays starring,
respectively, Lambert
Tamin and Gary Martins
under the direction of Will Budnikov.

Black Lives was written by Los
Angeles-based writer Stephen Harper
whose credits include the ABC series
“American Crime,” TNT drama “Tell

Me Your Secrets,” USA Network’s
“Covert Affairs,” and his original web
series “Send Me,” which garnered an
Emmy nomination for series star
Tracie Thoms.

Blue Lives was adapted
from Adam Plantinga’s ac-
claimed non-fiction book,
“400 Things Cops Know:
Street-Smart Lessons
from a Veteran Patrol-
man,” by New Jersey au-
thor, playwright and
screenwriter Bill Mesce,
Jr. Mr. Mesce’s credits in-
clude uncredited work on
Brian DePalma’s political
thriller Blow Out, his

award-winning trilogy of WW II nov-
els, and his play A Jersey Cantata,
named by The Star-Ledger as one of
the best original plays when it pre-

miered. His most recent
work is the just-published
“The Wild Bunch: The
American Classic that
Changed Westerns For-
ever”.

“Assessing blame is
easy,” said Mr. Mesce.
“Trying to find an anti-
dote to these heartbreaks
is the hard part, and what
all of us involved with this
project hope is that Black

Lives / Blue Lives might become a
useful tool that raises awareness and
starts discussion among people who
might otherwise be tempted to ignore
the problem.”

Lambert Tamin

Gary Martins

WESTFIELD – The public is wel-
come to take in some culture and
crafts at the Westfield Historical
Society’s Reeve House on Saturday,
November 16, from 1 to 3 p.m. Par-
ents and children ages 5 and up are
invited to the Reeve House, at 314
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, for
making fall crafts. Adults can take a
tour of the Reeve House while their
children are crafting.

Children will learn the art of wool-
felting to make wool acorns for fall
decorations, and they’ll make pine
cone turkeys to decorate the Thanks-
giving table.

Meg Wastie, program consultant
for the Society, and other educators
will demonstrate these two historic
craft methods using natural materi-
als. Attendees will make and bring
home their hand-made fall crafts.
Space is limited, so reservations are
required and the cost is $5 per child
payable on November 16. For reser-
vations, call (908)654-1794, or email
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.

The Westfield Historical Society is

celebrating its 50th anniversary in
2018. Since 1968, the 501(c)(3) non-
profit Westfield Historical Society
has worked to preserve, interpret and
encourage interest in history,
Westfield, and its residents through
educational efforts and community
outreach programs.

For more information on the
Westfield Historical Society, visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org or its
Facebook page.

FANWOOD — The College Club
of Fanwood–Scotch Plains will host
Jon Bramnick, assembly-
man, trial lawyer and co-
median, on Monday, No-
vember 18. This lively and
humorous presentation
will take place at the
Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, located at 74
Martine Avenue, Fanwood
(around the back at the
McDermott Street en-
trance), at 7:30 p.m.

In his book, “Why
People Don’t Like You,”
Asm. Bramnick gives ad-
vice on 205 interpersonal skills that
he calls “rules of the road”. These

rules are everyday manners that we
all need to be reminded of and he

does so in a wise and witty
manner.

Mr. Bramnick has served
in the New Jersey General
Assembly since 2003, rep-
resenting Union, Somerset
and Morris Counties in the
21st District. He also serves
as the Assembly Minority
Leader.

Assemblyman Bramnick
holds the title of “Funniest
Lawyer in New Jersey” af-
ter winning contests spon-
sored by the New Jersey

State Bar Association at Rascals Com-
edy Club.

The Current War: Director’s Cut
Lacks Electricity
2 & ½ popcorns
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

Unless you’re particularly interested
in the invention, development and early
marketing of electricity, odds are you
won’t get a charge out of director
Alfonso Gomez-Rejon’s The Current
War: Director’s Cut. It’s too bad, too.
Because the competition between Tho-
mas Alva Edison and George
Westinghouse, made possible by the
genius of Nikola Tesla, is a major
building block of our modern civiliza-
tion, the bone of contention being,
who would get to light up the world?
But we don’t think of that every time
we fire up the laptop, give the food
processor a spin or get a massage in
one of those ridiculously big leather
chairs at the trade shows. The subject
is just too dry…unsexy.

Nah, we want the lives of starlets
ruined by cheating ne’er-do-wells; axe
murderers created by unloving,
clueless parents; and bawdy comic
tales about frat houses where all man-
ner of lascivious behavior by future
bank presidents and Supreme Court
Justices is encouraged. You say who
invented the wheel? Oog? Big deal.
Sucker. Probably didn’t make a dime
out of it. However, such callous apathy
was doubtfully lost on Messrs. Edison
and Westinghouse. Both calculated that
their fortunes and reputations rode on
the outcome of who would win the
current war.

The science is way above my pay
grade. But as any of the profs or stu-
dents at M.I.T., Stanford, Rensselaer et
al who will make the pilgrimage to the
Bijou showing this movie can tell you,
the grounds for war was about which
electrical current would ignite the fu-
ture: AC or DC? Mr. Edison had al-
ready put all his eggs in the direct
current basket, while Mr. Westinghouse,
influenced by the brilliant but eccentric
Mr. Tesla, contended that the Earth
would turn much more efficiently if
powered by alternating current.

I’m thinking maybe I could make a
few extra bucks selling pocket pro-
tectors in the cafes near the
moviehouses where après theater dis-
cussions will be held. And I’d like to
think that some nerdy, long-married
couple will fondly remember The
Current War: Director’s Cut as the
setting for their first date. Maybe one
of my pocket protectors holds a place
of honor on the mantelpiece.

That fantasy indulgently inter-
jected, the inherent problem of this
motion picture is the incorruptibility
we expect of our heroes, be they
ballplayers, scientists or statesmen.
Well, skip the statesmen for now, as
about 40 percent of them have been
afflicted by what we hope is a tempo-
rary lack of conscience. Sleaze is
more the rule than the exception.

Alas and thankfully, art has much
better morals. Besides, someone must
keep the example of truth alive, lest we
forget what it looks and sounds like.
So, to besmirch or not to besmirch?
That is the question. It’s noted at the
film’s opening that the ensuing saga is
inspired by true events. Yet the film-
maker couldn’t and just wouldn’t bring
himself to engage in the sort of disin-
genuous Hollywoodization it’d take
to make the story more exciting. With
the principles of truth and integrity at
its core, lying about it to make it seem
more appealing would be to totally
miss the point in the same Orwellian
way that the aforementioned politi-
cians have abrogated their sworn duty
to The Constitution.

Director Gomez-Rejon nonetheless
pulls few punches in relating Tom

Edison’s tooth-and-nail fight to have
his favorite electrical current prevail.
And while it’d take a lot more to topple
the Wizard of Menlo Park from his
otherwise fully deserved pedestal
among the pantheon of American he-
roes, some of the truth-telling has us
cringing with incredulity. To a wince-
worthy, sociohistorical backdrop of
our penal institutions gone gung-ho
over this latest, “humane” form of
execution, Edison advertised the com-
peting current’s lethality by publicly
electrocuting numerous animals. He
began with dogs, moved up the phyla
to horses and, although since absolved
of the debacle, was initially credited
with exacting the coup de grace on
Topsy the circus elephant at Coney
Island, January 4, 1903.

But here’s the deal. Call it the Chris-
topher Columbus Time Continuum
Judgement Syndrome, which advo-
cates that we assess our heroes not by
the retroactive blemishes accumulated
from our so-called enlightened times,
but by the norms of their own era.
Benedict Cumberbatch engagingly
embodies Edison and, whether accu-
rate or not, charitably implies an inner
conflict. Still, aside from the sort of
ego it takes to imagine and create
civilization-changing inventions like
electric light, the phonograph and
motion pictures, Mr. Edison had a lot
invested, financially and legacy-wise.
It was the Robber Baron age, and all
the big players, including J.P. Morgan,
were salivating at the trough of un-
imaginable riches.

Most of them increased their for-
tunes. Whereas the inscrutable Nikola
Tesla, given short shrift then and in this
film, remains a mystery. Only emblem-
atically brought to recent attention by
the electric car named after him, the
casualty of The Current War has be-
come the martyr of invention to a pocket
protector set that recites chapter and
verse the ever-evolving relevance and
application of his discoveries.

The Current War: Director’s Cut,
rated PG-13, is a Weinstein Co. release
directed by Alfonso Gomez-Rejon and
stars Benedict Cumberbatch, Michael
Shannon and Nicholas Hoult. Running
time: 102 minutes.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HERE’S THE SECRET...In Cranford High School’s Performing Arts produc-
tion of The Fantasticks, held last weekend, Hucklebee (Samuel Sullivan) lets the
audience in on the secret why he and his next-door neighbor have built a wall to
try to keep their children Luisa (Erin Blake) and his son Matt (Maximillian
Wisnefski) apart. In reality, the fathers have conspired to pretend to be feuding for
years so that forbidden love will spring up between the teens. (A review of the
musical show written by Harvey Schmidt and Tom Jones and directed by Michelle
Massa and Anthony Rafaniello will appear in next week’s edition.)

WATCHUNG – The New Jersey
Photography Forum (NJPF) contin-
ues the celebration of its 25th anni-
versary with a retrospective exhibit at
the Watchung Arts Center (WAC),
located at 18 Stirling Road on the
Watchung Circle in Watchung,
through November 30. The Center
galleries are open Tuesday through
Friday from noon to 5 p.m. and Satur-
day from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The exhibit contains two floors of
outstanding photographs represent-
ing the past 25 years of fine art pho-
tography. Upstairs in the Heinz W.
Otto Gallery, the NJPF will be show-
ing almost 50 pieces by 37 artists who
live throughout New Jersey and Penn-
sylvania. Some have been part of the
group since its inception with the
balance being very active exhibitors
for many years. The works range from
film and alternative processes to digi-
tal imagery. The Lower Gallery will
feature photographs that have won
some top prizes in the Forum’s an-
nual juried photography exhibits held
at the Watchung Arts Center over the
past 25 years. Most works are for sale
with a portion of the proceeds going

to the arts center.
For more information on the ex-

hibit, please contact Nancy Ori at
nancyori@comcast.net, or the
Watchung Arts Center at
wacenter@optonline.net. You can
also visit the New Jersey Photogra-
phy Forum website at
www.njphotoforum.com and the
WAC website at www. http://
watchungarts.org.

deal with family, love and friendship.”
She further explained that through

this experience, she knew the adoles-
cents in the show would learn how to
create a believable character from the
story. “Through this they learn hard
work, commitment, dedication, fo-
cus, and learn that acting is hard
work!” Ms. Jonny said.

She complimented the behind-the-
scenes workers as well. “The stage
managers and crew have been work-
ing very hard to set the stage,” she
said. “The crew is helping create the
setting with lights, sound effects, cos-
tumes and set.”

She continued, “The Outsiders is
about belonging, about finding your
chosen family versus the one you’re
born into. It’s one of the top selling
books in the world, rewritten as a
movie, a play and even a musical.”

She mentioned an especially poi-
gnant moment of the show when the
character Cherry says to the narrator
Ponyboy, “You see the same sun-
sets,” explaining that the gangs are
really no different from one another
in their hopes and dreams.

There are also funny moments with
the character Two-Bit providing
comic relief. “He’s called that be-
cause he keeps putting in his two
cents on everything,” the director said.

Ms. Jonny also said that the
narrator’s job is one of the most diffi-
cult roles to present because as
Ponyboy he breaks the fourth wall
and talks to the audience; sometimes
he reflects aloud to himself and then,
in scenes in the present, he speaks to
other characters.

Finally, Ms. Jonny said that the
work presents teenagers as they are:
“emotional, vulnerable, in and out of
love, divided, outcast and misunder-
stood.” She was especially excited
about the opening tableaux of the
production that “represents the dif-
ferent groups and characters.”

Performances are Thursday, No-
vember 14, at 4 p.m., Friday, Novem-
ber 15, at 7 p.m., and Saturday, No-
vember 16, at 7 p.m., at RIS, 301
Clark Street, Westfield. Tickets may
be purchased in advance at
ris.booktix.com or at the door. Ad-
vance purchase is recommended.

~ The Outsiders, continued ~

SPFHS to Put ’60s Spin on
A Midsummer Night’s Dream
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School (SPFHS) is
proud to present this year’s fall play, A
Midsummer Night’s Dream. One of
William Shakespeare’s most popular
and beloved comedies, A Midsummer
Night’s Dream is filled with love, laugh-
ter and enchantment. SPFHS is put-
ting a psychedelic, 1960’s spin on this
enduring classic. Join a cast of incred-
ible student performers for an evening
of poetry, magic, and music!

Performances are on Friday, No-
vember 22, at 7:30 p.m. and Satur-
day, November 23, at 7:30 p.m. in the
SPFHS auditorium, located at 667
Westfield Road, Scotch Plains.

Athens is celebrating! Theseus, Duke
of Athens, is soon to be wed to Hippolyta
Queen of the Amazons. However, there
is discord among the local youth.
Hermia and Lysander are in love, but
Hermia’s father intends Demetrius to
be her husband. Demetrius used to love
Hermia’s best friend Helena, but now
pursues Hermia. Helena still loves
Demetrius. Hermia and Lysander, fear-
ing the law, flee into the enchanted
woods to get married. Demetrius pur-
sues Hermia, and Helena pursues
Demetrius. What could go wrong?

In the forest, the magical world is
in disarray. Oberon, King of the Fair-
ies, is quarreling with his queen, Tita-
nia. Seeking revenge, Oberon in-
structs the mischievous Puck to bring
him the love drops of a magical flower.
Oberon intends to smear Titania’s
eyes with the magic juice as she sleeps.
Upon waking, Titania will fall in love
with the first creature she sees. Oberon
comes upon the young Athenians in
the wood, and takes pity on Helena.
Oberon instructs Puck to use the magic

flower to unite Helena and Demetrius.
However, Puck is notoriously poor at
following directions.

All the while, a group of working-
class Athenians—the
“Mechanicals”—meet to rehearse their
very own production of Pyramus and
Thisbe. Led by Peter Quince and Nick
Bottom, they intend to perform it for
the Duke himself…although the qual-
ity of their play is questionable at best.
The pompous Nick Bottom is noticed
by the playful Puck, who decides to
mess with the misfit Mechanicals.

A Midsummer Night’s Dream is per-
haps William Shakespeare’s most popu-
lar and well-loved comedy. The play’s
enduring popularity is a testament to its
humor and accessibility. For 425 years,
audiences of all ages have been de-
lighted by the magic and poetry of this
towering theatrical classic.

This production of A Midsummer
Night’s Dream involves over 50 stu-
dents, including the production crew.
The cast is under the direction and
creative supervision of Morgan Knight,
director, Jan Allen, producer, Gary
Moore, set design and crew supervi-
sor, Joanne Sprague, costume designer,
and Tom Rowe, lighting designer.

Tickets are available at
spfhsmidsummer.brownpapertickets.com
and at the door. Tickets are $13 for
students and senior citizens, $15 for
adults. For handicapped seating and
senior citizen Gold Card ticket or-
ders, please contact Victoria Fortna
at vfortna@gmail.com.

Greater Westfield UNICO Fundraiser
To Feature Elvis Tribute Artist

WESTFIELD — The Greater
Westfield Chapter of UNICO Na-
tional will be hosting a
charitable fundraiser on
Saturday, November 16,
featuring former
Westfield resident and
award-winning Elvis
tribute artist Jim Barone
as he performs “A Trib-
ute To Elvis Through
The Years”. The event
will be held at the
Westfield Knights of
Columbus, 2400 North
Avenue, Scotch Plains.

Ticket price is $30,
which includes sand-
wiches, coffee, tea, des-
sert, and bring your own bottle. Doors
open at 6:15 p.m., food served at

6:30 p.m., show begins at 7:30 p.m.
For reservations, contact Rich at

(908) 578-0746 or Tony
at (908) 249-2509.

UNICO National is
the largest Italian
American organization
in the United State of
America. UNICO’s
motto is “Service Above
Self”. Every year Chap-
ter members across the
country devote their
time, energy and re-
sources to serve their
local communities, pro-
vide scholarships, sup-
port veterans and can-
cer research. For more

information, visit UNICO’s national
website at www.unico.org

‘Best Downtown’ to Be
Named Soon by nj.com

AREA — Both Westfield and
Cranford are among the final five
downtowns in nj.com’s annual con-
test to be named “Best Downtown.”
Voting by the public closes today,
November 7 at 9 a.m. Also vying for
the crown in Morristown, Pitman and
Mount Holly. The public had the
chance to vote once a day during the
contest. Last year, Cranford won
nj.com’s Best Downtown and
Westfield was among the top five.

Photo courtesy of
Toni Catando

Short Plays Solicited
For Think Fast

AREA — The Theater Project, is
now soliciting plays for Think Fast, its
seventh annual short-play competition
February 21, 22 and 23, 2020. The
contest, open to adult playwrights in the
New Jersey-New York area, will take
place at the Burgdorff Center for the
Performing Arts in Maplewood. Sub-
mission deadline is November 15, 2019.

Plays can be either dramas or com-
edies but must be no more than 15
minutes running time. Complete sub-
mission details are available at:
www.thetheaterproject.org/short-play-
competition.html.

Follow Us on Instagram
@westfieldleader

153 Central Ave

Westfield, NJ 07090

Saturday, November 9th, 2019

9:30AM 1:30PM No appointment necessary

Come in without appointment to apply for a passport, get photo taken and sent out all in one day!
Normal Passport Operation are Mon-Fri. 10:00 AM 4:00 PM and Saturday 10:00 AM 1:00 PM  appointments only

For Additional Information or to schedule an appointment  visit us at:
https://www.usps.com/international/passports.htm

Standard Processing 

6-8 weeks
$80 UNDER age 16

$110 OVER age 16

Fees paid to:

US Dept. Of State

Expedited Processing

2-3 weeks
$60 Expediting

$16.48 Express Mail Return

Fees paid to:

US Dept. Of State

Per Applicant Paid 

to:

USPS
$35 Execution Fee

$15 Photos

Expedited optional

Express Mail $25.50

Download & print or fill out applications in

BLACK INK ONLY

in advance at:

www.travel.state.gov

If you complete your application in advance

DO NOT SIGN IT.

You will be required to sign it in person 

when

You bring it to a Post Office Location.

ORIGINAL:
Raised Seal Birth Certificate with Parental Information or Naturalization Document REQUIRED

Passport Fair Westfield Post Office


