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Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski

3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,

child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic
violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.

www.roundtablewealth.com

c  

50% discount

P: 908-789-7310  |  E: info@roundtablewealth.com

RECOGNIZED BY STATE PBA...Westfield Police Officers will be recognized by
the New Jersey State PBA at its annual valor awards banquet in Atlantic City on
Saturday, November 23 for their actions on June 13 at Tamaques Elementary
School where a man armed with a loaded .45 calbre gun was arrested. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Sgt. Nicholas Bruno, Det. Jason Merritt, Plainclothes
Officer Elizabeth Savnik, Officer Tiffany Kenny, Officer Joseph Habeiche,
Officer Jeffrey Johnson and Officer Michael Pollock.

Westfield Police Officers To
Be Recognized By State PBA

Malinowski Takes Lead In
Letter on NCP Distribution
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-

gressman Malinowski led a group of
lawmakers on November 1 in a letter
asking leadership of the House Judi-
ciary Committee to move forward on
legislation that will address the in-
crease in distribution of
nonconsensual pornography (NCP),
also known as “revenge porn.” The
letter is in response to the recent ex-
treme circumstances surrounding the
resignation of Democratic Congress-
woman Katie Hill.

“In an increasingly digital world,
anyone can become a victim of this
egregious privacy violation. But we
would be remiss if we did not ac-
knowledge that revenge porn, as a
tactic of sexual degradation and pub-
lic shaming, is disproportionally used
against women to attack their charac-
ter and undermine their credibility,”
the lawmakers wrote.

The letter is as follows:
“Dear Chairman Nadler and Chair-

woman Bass:
We write to you regarding the ex-

treme circumstances surrounding the
resignation of Congresswoman Katie
Hill. While we do not condone inap-
propriate sexual relationships with sub-
ordinates, we cannot ignore that Con-
gresswoman Hill was also a victim of
what is colloquially termed “revenge
porn” but is more accurately described
as nonconsensual pornography (NCP):
the distribution of private, intimate im-
ages without consent. This abuse, espe-
cially when weaponized on the internet,
can destroy a person’s life with the click
of a button.

In an increasingly digital world,
anyone can become a victim of this
egregious privacy violation. But we
would be remiss if we did not ac-
knowledge that revenge porn, as a
tactic of sexual degradation and pub-
lic shaming, is disproportionally used

against women to attack their charac-
ter and undermine their credibility.
Even when nonconsensual pornogra-
phy is circulated for reasons other
than personal vengeance—for pruri-
ent satisfaction, crass entertainment,
or no particular purpose at all—it can
be extremely painful, leading to the
destruction of careers and relation-
ships, serious emotional distress, and
contemplation of suicide.

Currently, forty-six states and the
District of Columbia criminalize NCP.
However, the definition of NCP and
the penalties associated with this vio-
lation varies significantly from state
to state. Many of them include unnec-
essary and confusing requirements
that allow many forms of NCP to go
unpunished. In addition, the distribu-
tion of NCP through the internet pre-
sents jurisdictional challenges. Clear
and concise federal regulation can
complement and coordinate local ef-
forts to stamp out NCP. A unified
federal statute is long overdue.

It is vital that the House Judiciary
Committee swiftly move forward with
H.R. 2896, the Stopping Harmful
Image Exploitation and Limiting Dis-
tribution Act of 2019 (the “SHIELD
Act”). This bipartisan legislation
would narrowly establish federal
criminal liability for individuals who
share private, intimate images with-
out consent. If a person shares a nude
image, knowing there is a substantial
risk that that the person depicted does
not consent and had an expectation of
privacy, that would be a federal crime.
The SHIELD Act is an important step
towards helping victims protect their
privacy, get justice, and keep them-
selves safe from future violations.

We urge you to hold a hearing on
the damage being done by the wide-
spread scourge of NCP and move this
legislation forward.”

Bill Would Protect Land
From Pipeline Development
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-

gresswoman Congresswoman Bonnie
Watson Coleman (D-12th, NJ) and
Congressman Tom Malinowski (D-
7th, NJ) joined three other House
Democrats on October 29th in intro-
ducing the Protecting Our Conserved
Lands Act. This legislation would
prevent the use of eminent domain to
seize conservation land protected by
local governments and nonprofits, like
land trusts, for the purpose of con-
structing natural gas pipelines.

“This issue is personal for resi-
dents of New Jersey,” said Congress-
woman Watson Coleman. “Our state
has a long and impressive record of
preserving green spaces — some-
thing that’s as difficult as it is impor-
tant in the most densely populated
state in the country. Our hard work to
protect our land and our investments
in New Jersey’s natural resources
should not be undone by the greed of
oil and gas companies. We’ve re-
cently fought and won costly battles
against unwanted and unnecessary
pipelines. The Protecting our Con-
served Lands Act will give our local
governments the tools to prevent fu-
ture land grabs that threaten our envi-
ronment and public spaces.”

“In my district well over 2,000 acres
of protected state land could be seized
by the PennEast Pipeline if we do
nothing,” Congressman Malinowski
said. “I am a proud cosponsor of this
legislation because Congress must do
everything in its power to protect
agricultural, environmental, and wa-

ter resources from needless exploita-
tion.”

The Natural Gas Act of 1937 cur-
rently stipulates any natural gas pipe-
line project that obtains approval from
the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission (FERC) may exercise emi-
nent domain to secure the purchase of
land along the permitted route. Un-
like lands conserved by the federal
and state governments, as well as
tribal lands, there is a lack of explicit
provisions in current law designed to
help protect lands conserved by local
governments and nonprofit entities
like land trusts. With over 300,000
miles of natural gas pipelines already
covering the United States, and FERC
having only denied permits to two
pipeline projects in the last 20 years,
local governments and land trusts are
left in an increasingly tenuous posi-
tion.

The Protecting Our Conserved
Lands Act addresses this issue by
removing the ability of pipeline
projects to use eminent domain to
seize land owned or held in ease-
ment for the purpose of conservation
by nonprofits or local governments.
This bill would enable these non-
profit and local government stake-
holders to protect the lands for which
they serve as stewards and compel
pipeline companies to either negoti-
ate a mutually agreeable solution or
redirect their routes to less environ-
mentally-sensitive paths, such as
existing rights of way identified for
pipeline projects.

Seniors Can Get Warm
Nutritious Meal at Cafes

COUNTY — As the winter season
rapidly approaches Union County se-
nior residents age 60 and older are
reminded that they can receive a warm
nutritious meal at any Senior Café of
their choice.

All Senior Café lunches include
juice or soup, meat, fish, or poultry,
potatoes, pasta, or rice, vegetables, a
choice of a hot or cold beverage, and
is complete with desert.

The Senior Café has meals designed
by a registered dietitian. Each meal is
nutritionally balanced to meet the di-
etary and health needs of mature men
and women.

The suggested donation is $1.75
per meal, but for those under age 60
there is a $4 fee. All donations col-
lected go directly back to the pro-
gram to help provide more meals to
those in need.

To reserve lunch residents are asked
to contact the café of their choice at
least two days in advance. Lunch is
served every Monday through Friday
unless otherwise noted.

The Union County Senior Nutri-
tion Program is made possible by a
grant from the United States govern-
ment under the Older Americans Act.
The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders also provides support for
the senior Nutrition Program.

For more information and a list of
Senior Café locations visit https://
wp.me/P4sLwl-cZH or call the Divi-
sion on Aging toll free at 1-888-820-
8226. Locally, Senior Cafés are lo-
cated at the Westfield Community
Center, 558 West Broad Street,  on
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, (908)
232-4759; the Cranford Lincoln Apart-

ments, 800 Lincoln Avenue, (908) 931-
0194;  the Jewish Community Center
(Kosher), 1391 Martine Avenue,
Scotch Plains, (908) 889-8800 and the
Shady Rest Clubhouse at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, 820 Jerusalem
Road, (908) 322-5151.

For further information about nu-
trition programs offered by the Divi-
sion on Aging, contact Kathleen
Malkiewicz by phone at (908) 527-
4877 or by email at
kmalkiewicz@ucnj.org.

For information about all services
and programs for seniors and their
families visit ucnj.org/aging.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Scutari Files $10-Mil. Suit
Against Linden Mayor, Council
State Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-

22nd, Linden) last week filed a $10-
million slander lawsuit against Lin-
den Mayor Derek Armstead and the
city council “for their slanderous
speech and conduct against Sena-
tor,” according to a press release
from Mr. Scutari’s attorney Geoffrey
Arlen.

The suit is in response to the
leaking of a letter and report re-
garding the Senator’s position as
Linden municipal prosecutor. Mr.
Scutari, who was fired by the mayor
earlier this year, is also Union
County Democratic Committee
chairman.

The report claimed that Mr. Scutari
in his part-time role as municipal pros-
ecutor, for which he was paid $84,659
prior to be fired by Mayor Armstead,
was a no show in municipal court for
57 out of 111 court sessions in 2018
while he was on the city’s payroll,
according to nj.com. The report was
done by outside consulting firm re-
tained by the city council in February,
according to nj.com.

Mr. Scutari, through the press re-
lease, called the report “complete fab-
rications and lies.”

“This report is completely inaccu-
rate and false and was solely based on
hearsay and non-factual assump-
tions,” according to Mr. Scutari’s

WESTFIELD — Westfield Police
Chief Christopher Battiloro and Plain-
clothes Officer Paul Ferry, president
of the Westfield PBA Local No. 90,
have announced that seven Westfield
Police Officers will be recognized by
the New Jersey State PBA at its an-
nual valor awards banquet in Atlantic
City on Saturday, November 23.

Officers Jeffrey Johnson, Michael
Pollock, Joseph Habeiche, Elizabeth
Savnik, and Tiffany Kenny, along
with Detectives Nicholas Bruno and
Jason Merritt, will be presented with
the State PBA’s Unit Citation award
for their actions on June 13, 2019 at
Tamaques Elementary School. These
officers and detectives responded to
a report of a man “in crisis” who was
reportedly in possession of a fire-
arm.

Officers Johnson and Pollock lo-
cated the individual in question. He
was seated in a parked vehicle, di-
rectly opposite the school’s main en-
trance, and was armed with a .45
caliber handgun fully loaded with
hollow point bullets.

The subject was quickly disarmed
and taken into custody by Officers
Johnson and Pollock without inci-
dent. Two additional fully-loaded
magazines were located on his per-
son and an additional 130 rounds of

ammunition were later located in the
vehicle’s trunk.

Although the normal school day
had already ended, some 30 children
were still present on the school pre-
mises in an aftercare program. The
additional responding officers and
detectives placed the school into a
lockdown, assumed custody of each
and every child, and thoroughly
searched the interior and exterior of
the building and its grounds for addi-
tional possible threats

The NJ State PBA is New Jersey’s
largest law enforcement labor union,
representing over 33,000 law enforce-
ment officers. The valor awards ban-
quet will be held at the Hard Rock
Hotel and Casino located on the
Boardwalk in Atlantic City.

“I am extremely proud of these
officers and detectives and how they
worked together in such a flawless
manner,” stated Chief Battiloro.
“Their courageous actions undoubt-
edly prevented a loss of life and are
they are worthy of such a prestigious
recognition.”

Plainclothes Officer Ferry added,
“These officers are skilled profes-
sionals who serve their community
with pride and distinction. The recog-
nition they are receiving is not only
warranted, but well deserved. I am
extremely proud to work alongside
these individuals and to serve as their
union representative.”

press release.
Mayor Armstead responded that,

“Scutari can file all the lawsuits he
wants. It doesn’t excuse him from
ripping off taxpayers to the tune of
almost $150,000. In fact, we look
forward to this lawsuit, which will
place even greater scrutiny on his
illicit practices for which I have al-
ready notified federal and state pros-
ecutors,” according to a nj.com re-
port.
Hillside Police Chief Suspended

For Personals Reasons
Hillside Police Chief Vincent

Ricciardi has been suspended, accord-
ing to a NJ Advance Media report.
Hillside Mayor Dahlia Vertreese cited
personnel matters for the action.

NJ Advance Media reported that
former township attorney Frank
Capese believed the chief was sus-
pended for appearing in a photo with
a political candidate, which is in vio-
lation of a Hillside municipal ordi-
nance.

This is not the first time a Hillside
police chief was time action has
been taken against a township po-
lice chief. Former police chief Louis
Panarese was demoted to captain
twice under the administration of
mayor Angela Garretson, now a
Union County freeholder. A lawsuit
filed by Mr. Panarese was settled
for $281,000 last month, according
to nj.com.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAPPY HALLOWEEN...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and Union County
Freeholder Andrea Straten, left, show off their costumes at Thursday’s Halloweem
Parade in Fanwood.

College Club to Present
Program on Yoga

CRANFORD — The Cranford
College Club will president a program
entitled “Incorporating the Benefits
of Yoga into your Life” at the Cranford
Presbyterian Church Youth Center,
11 Springfield Avenue, this Monday,
November 11 at 8 p.m. The program
is open to the general public at no
charge. A social hour will begin at 7
p.m.

The program will be presented by
guest speaker Elizabeth Armstrong, a
certified yoga alliance teacher and
Cranford resident.

Guests will learn about some of the
physical, mental and emotional
benefits of practicing yoga, as well as
breathing techniques and simple yoga
poses that can be done sitting or
standing.

Ms. Armstrong studied with
Ranjitha Sandeep and has taught yoga
at the Westfield Area Y and other
local studios and gyms. She presently
teaches three yoga classes per week
at the Cranford Community Center,
where she attended her first yoga
class. She is a former equity analyst/
portfolio manager who spent 20 years
in the investment field in Manhattan.

For more information, email the club
cranfordcollegeclub@gmail.com.

Penalties Would Go Up
For Defacing A Monu.
TRENTON — Legislation has been

introduced in Trenton that would en-
hance penalties for individuals who
purposely desecrate a public monu-
ment. This follows the theft of a 9/11
memorial plaque from Atlantic High-
lands in Septenber.

Under current law, punishment of
such a crime would be treated as a
disorderly persons offense punish-
able by up to six months imprison-
ment, up to a $1,000 fine, or both.
Under the lation such a crime would
become a 4th degree crime punish-
able by up to 18 months imprison-
ment, up to a $10,000 fine, or both.
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