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Mount Saint Mary Academy

1645 US HWY 22 at Terrill Road, Watchung, NJ • (908) 757-0108, EXT. 4506 • www.mountsaintmary.org

Successful Journeys Begin Here!
Join us for Our Entrance Test: November 17 

Lake Hauto – Nesquehoning, Pa

$224,900

Gorgeous colonial with wrap around porch located in Lake Hauto, a private, gated,

lakeside community in Nesquehoning, Pa.  Built in 1995, this one-owner home

features a large living room with fireplace, formal dining room, kitchen with all

new stainless steel appliances, four spacious bedrooms, three bathrooms, com-

puter room and a bonus room.  Recent updates to this well-insulated home in-

clude new HVAC and water heater. The home has view of the lake in fall/winter,

and is within walking distance to one of three lake beaches, each of which also

contains tennis and basketball courts, a picnic pavilion and boat docks. Motor-

boats, waverunners, ATVs, and golf carts are all permitted. Home is located two

hours from Union County, and ski resorts are located nearby. Join other Westfield

natives who now call Lake Hauto their second or retirement home.

Contact Bob at 908-451-3283 for further details

Planning Bd. Discusses
Reexamination Report

Hartz Mtn. Sues Cranford
Over 750 Walnut Ruling

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Hartz Mountain
Industries, Inc., LLC, has legally re-
jected the Cranford Planning Board’s
ruling to deny the rezoning of 750
Walnut Avenue by filing a lawsuit
against the Township of Cranford,
the Township Committee and the
Planning Board, stated Mayor Patrick
Giblin at the October 29 township
committee meeting. The lawsuit re-
jects the planning board’s “validity to
deny the rezoning application for 750
Walnut,” stated Mayor Giblin.

“As a member of the planning board
and the township committee, I stand
by the decisions of both entities,”
Mayor Giblin said.

The planning board had rejected
the application to rezone the com-
mercial-and industrial-zoned property
to residential, and the township com-
mittee upheld the board’s decision.
Hartz Mountain had proposed an
apartment complex with 905-apart-
ments on a some 30-acre parcel of
land at 750 Walnut Avenue.

Also at Tuesday’s meeting, the
mayor announced that PSE&G has
yet to determine a suitable route for
the electric system upgrade power
lines from 26 to 69 kV, noting that a
decision should be rendered in sev-
eral weeks. He said PSE&G is in the
final stages of conducting a technical
analysis to determine the power lines
route.

Cranford residents protested the
power lines running along Walnut
Avenue while opting for the lines to

run along the railroad tracks, stated
Mayor Giblin. The utility, he said, is
in discussion with Conrail (which
oversees the railroad tracks), and ana-
lyzing the project’s feasibility depend-
ing on Conrail’s current and future
operational needs.

Mayor Giblin said the upgrades
would replace a 50-year-old electri-
cal network.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor
presented William Ilaria with the
evening’s “mayor announcement,”
recognizing Mr. Ilaria’s years of ser-
vice to the Cranford Municipal Alli-
ance. The Cranford Municipal Alli-
ance is a community organization
providing families with educational
resources aimed at preventing teen-
age substance abuse.

Mr. Ilaria has served as the Cranford
Municipal Alliance chairman for more
than 10 years, stated Commissioner
O’Connor. Under his leadership, the
Municipal Alliance is one “of the
most respected” in Union County,
she stated.

As Municipal Alliance chairman,
Mr. Illaria implemented the “21 means
21” initiative, with its signs having
become a “recognized staple in the
community,” Commissioner
O’Connor said. Mr. Ilaria’s commu-
nity network involved committee
members, business owners and nu-
merous other community leaders,
stated Commissioner O’Connor.

Mr. Ilaria has lived in Cranford for
more than 50 years, raising two chil-
dren on Sylvester Street.

Department of Public Works
(DPW) Superintendent Steve Wardell
has officially retired as per a final
resolution approval by the township
committee. Commissioner Thomas
Hannen, Jr. said Mr. Wardell has been
a “behind-the-scenes person who
keeps the Township of Cranford run-
ning.”

“You name it, our Department of
Public Works does it. Under Steve’s
leadership, they have done one heck
of a job,” Commissioner Hannen
said.

Commissioner Hannen said Mr.
Wardell’s presence in Cranford will
be “irreplaceable.” Mr. Wardell
started working in the Cranford En-
gineering Department before being
promoted to DPW
superintendent.missioner Ann
Dooley said Cranford’s DPW will
remain “strong” under new leader-
ship. However, she said Cranford
might not ever find a “better em-
ployee.”

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – HZM Associates
representative Jeff Janota presented
the planning board with a preliminary
master plan reexamination report at
Monday night’s board meeting. Mr.
Janota said the final master plan reex-
amination draft will be made avail-
able to interested residents on Mon-
day, December 2. The final draft will
include a vision statement followed
by a snapshot of each section within
the report.

“We want as many residents to read
this as possible,” Mayor Shelley
Brindle said.

Mayor Brindle said the report’s
vision statement should be
“aspirational.” Mr. Janota said the
vision statement could describe the
report’s purpose and goals that
Westfield strives to maintain and be-
come through the master plan’s direc-
tives.

Planning Board member Ann
Freedman said the most commonly
discussed topics should be summa-
rized and detailed towards the front
of the document. She said resident
focus has frequently been on transit-
related issues and proposed or pos-
sible future housing developments.

Board member Michael LaPlace
said that although density specific
numbers could not be forecasted, it
could be touched upon in the master
plan how Westfield’s downtown can
evolve as a thriving transit village as
the town addresses Council on Af-
fordable Housing obligations.

Board Chairman Robert Newell
said the master plan report should
include an effective summary describ-
ing what residents asked for, the town
they want to live in, the culture which
should be fostered, and the aesthetics
protecting those virtues. An execu-
tive summary on each topic section
reviewed by HZM Associates will
allow residents to remain efficiently
and effectively informed, stated Ms.
Freedman.

Throughout the last year, Mayor
Brindle said, she and the town coun-
cil have hosted public forums to en-
gage residents to give ideas and sug-
gestions on what can be improved in
many facets of Westfield.

At the public outreach events, top-
ics discussed amongst residents and
town leadership included public
safety, historic preservation, commu-
nity engagement, cultural centers, and
parks and recreation, stated Mayor
Brindle. Mr. Janota said not every
request has been addressed, as each
town is limited to funding and re-
source needs.

However, the feasibility of most
suggestions has been addressed or
discussed in the report, stated Mr.
Janota. An infographic picture could
be implemented in the final draft to
summarize what residents expressed
interest in discussing at the public
forums, stated Planning Board mem-
ber Anastasia Harrison.

Mayor Brindle said the final draft
will be made public on the Westfield
town website.

In other business, the board ap-
proved an amendment to the Land
Use Ordinance requiring a digital copy
of applications to the planning board
and board of adjustment. The resolu-
tion is purposed with allowing the
board to utilize less paper, stated Town
Planner Donald Sammet. Mayor
Brindle said less paper will allow the
town to charge applicants less in fees
while reducing operating expenses
for the town, which would simulta-
neously increase the planning board’s
profits.

Mr. Newell said tablets allow for
data to be reviewed quickly while
effectively reducing the need to print.
Mr. Sammet said the purpose is for
the town to one day operate paperless,
or at least pertaining to the amount of
paper needed for each application.

The board also reviewed an ordi-
nance that would allow projecting
signs to be displayed in front of
Westfield businesses. Mr. Sammet
said numerous business owners have
asked “for over a decade” that a cur-
rent ordinance be overturned that does
allow such signs.

He said the projecting signs have
raised lettering, allowing for enhanced
distinction.

Mr. LaPlace congratulated Mr.
Sammet on leading the efforts to over-
turn an outdated ordinance, which
was not helping downtown business
owners.
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FW Council
having poster-type signs made for the
train station and other signage to be
placed at Borough Hall.

Finally, Ms. Jeffery and Mayor
Mahr reminded council members that
Small Business Saturday will take
place November 30, the Saturday af-
ter Thanksgiving, and encouraged all
who live in the borough and sur-
rounding communities to shop and
support Fanwood’s small businesses.

All borough council members were
especially encouraged to support Fan-
wood businesses.

The next Fanwood Council meet-
ing is scheduled for Monday, No-
vember 18, at 7 p.m., at Fanwood
Borough Hall, located at 75 North
Martine Avenue.

Donald Trump and Governor Phil
Murphy, and instead stressing the
need for civility and bipartisanship
in political life. “You can be biparti-
san,” he said. “You can be sensible,
you can be fiscally conservative.”
He said it was important to “treat
people with respect.” He called for
efforts to “bring this state together.
Let’s respect each other.”

Mrs. Muñoz, who has been in the
Assembly since 2009, said she was
“extraordinarily proud to be part of
the Kean-Bramnick team” and pro-
claimed that “we represent the people
of New Jersey.” She finished by say-
ing, “Let’s get New Jersey back to the
state we can be proud of.”

Mr. Kean spoke briefly and said
that “common sense conservatives
won” on Tuesday.

Both Congressman Tom
Malinowski (D-7th, Somerset) and
Union County Freeholder Alexander
Mirabella of Fanwood were on hand
at Democratic headquarters at the
Hilton Garden Inn on Route 22 in
Springfield.

“A Democratic win for the 21st
District would mean people are pay-
ing attention to issues that are impor-
tant to the Democratic agenda. Sena-
tor Nick Scutari, (Union County
Democratic) chairman, has set the
tone that every race tonight is win-
nable,” Mr. Mirabella said.

Mandelblatt/Gunderman supporter

Robert Kendler said that a win would
cause a shake-up in the Assembly. “It
would solidify the Democratic voice
in the Assembly,” he said.

In the neighboring 22nd Legisla-
tive District, which includes Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Plainfield, in-
cumbent Democrats, Assembly-
woman Linda Carter of Plainfield
and Assemblyman James Kennedy of
Rahway, garnered 18,703 and 18,099
votes, respectively, and were reelected
over Pat Quattrocchi of Clark, a
former Garwood mayor and council-
woman, who received 9,665 votes.

Michael Bonaccorso for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DEMS SWEEP GARWOOD RACE...Garwood Democrats sweep the Garwood
Republicans for the council seats on election night Tuesday. Councilman Marc
Lazarow, pictured left, and Councilwoman Jennifer Blumenstock, third from left,
were re-elected while Councilman Russell Graham, second from left, who filled
the vacant seat of Mayor Sara Todisco, pictured right, was officially elected.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SAILING PUMPKINS...These kids view floating pumpkins on Echo Lake during
Friday’s annual Union County Great Pumpkin Sail.

Miller-Prunty, O’Connor
Win Cranford Com. Seats

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Democrat
Kathleen Miller-Prunty and incum-
bent Republican Mary O’Connor
were elected Tuesday night in the
race for seats on the township com-
mittee. The results are unofficial pend-
ing mail-in ballots which will be
counted if postmarked November 7
and received within 48 hours of the
election.

With 29 of 30 districts reporting,
Ms. Miller-Prunty had 3,437 tallies,
or 26.30 percent of the vote, fol-
lowed by incumbent Mary O’Connor,
3,391 votes, 25.95 percent. They
were followed by Democrat Brian
Andrews, 3,304 tallies and 25.28
percent of the vote, who trailed in
third place by 87 votes, and Repub-
lican, Philip Siliato, with 2,935 votes
and 22.46 percent of the total vote.

If the current numbers hold up,
Ms. Miller-Prunty will join Ms.
O’Connor on the committee with
Democrats keeping their 4-1 advan-
tage on the five-seat committee.
Democrat Ann Dooley chose not to
run for re-election.

“There are a couple of issues that
I’ve been working on for years,”
said Ms. Miller-Prunty after the ini-
tial vote totals were received. “One
is improving pedestrian safety and
making the town more walkable
starting in the downtown area and
filtering out from there. The right
kind of development, not the big
large development of residential
neighborhoods. I am totally opposed
to that and have been opposed to
that for a very long time. Growth
and investment downtown.

“The other is one that I’ve been
working on for years which is im-
proving service on the Raritan Val-
ley Line. That has been a passion
and I will continue working on that.
I have lived here for 40 years and I
have to tell you that I made a prom-
ise that if I won I would go back out
and knock on doors again just to

talk to people, not to ask for any-
thing but just to talk to people,” Ms.
Miller-Prunty said.

The razor thin margins means the
election could be decided by the
mail-in votes which are estimated
to be around 900. Depending on the
results of those vote counts, the top
three positions could change. Over
13,000 votes were cast in the town-
ship committee election.

Making matters more uncertain
was the fact that Democratic and
Republican headquarters each had
different vote tallies at the end of
the evening. Over at Killkenny
House where the Democrats gath-
ered, tallies showed that Miller-
Prunty had earned 3,521 votes com-
pared to 3,490 for Ms. O’Connor
and 3386 for Andrews.

Over at The Garlic Rose, GOP
campaign workers had Ms.
O’Connor ahead with Ms. Miller-
Prunty a close second.

“I think during the entire cam-
paign we have focused on things
that are really important to Cran-
ford residents,” said Ms. O’Connor.
“Keeping our infrastructure up to
date, paving our roads, keeping our
flooding and road projects on track.
We need to find a way to address the
court-mandated, high-density hous-
ing throughout the suburban towns.
The numbers that are coming out of
Trenton just are not sustainable in
any local municipality as far as pub-
lic safety, infrastructure and educa-
tion. Those are the areas I really
want to concentrate on and I hope to
continue my work there.”

Also decided Tuesday was the
race for Cranford Board of Election
where six candidates vied for three
positions on the board. Brett Dreyer,
3,291 votes; incumbents Nicole
Sherrin Kessler, 2,718 tallies, and
Patrick Lynch, 2,376 votes, were
the top vote getters over incumbent
Brian McCarthy, 2,122 votes;
Veronica Doyle, 2,106, votes, and
Brian Lopez, 1,273.

Mirabelli, Dierkes
Re-elected in Mtsd.

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mountainside
Mayor Paul Mirabelli, a Republican,
received 1,338 votes, and was re-elected
over Independent Charles Coady
Brown, who garnered 497 votes, Tues-
day night.

Incumbent Republican Councilman
Rene Dierkes won re-election with
1,252 votes. Councilwoman-elect
Donna Pacifico received 1,200 votes.
Democrat Scott Gomez received 1,152
votes in his second run for borough
council.

Ms. Pacifico will replace veteran Re-
publican Councilman Glenn Mortimer,
who did not seek re-election.

Also, Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation members James Ruban and Car-
mine Venes were unopposed in their re-
election bids, receiving 1,316 and 1,211
votes, respectively.

Garwood DEMS Sweep;
Ryan, Kjetsaa, Barnes Win

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Three new mem-
bers were elected to the Garwood
Board of Education, while the
Garwood Democrats swept the
Garwood Republicans for the coun-
cil seats on election night. Elected to
the school board were Timothy Ryan,
former board member Mary Ann
Kjetsaa, and newcomer Adrienne
Barnes. Councilman Marc Lazarow
and Councilwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock were re-elected, while
Councilman Russell Graham, who
filled the seat previously held by
Mayor Sara Todisco, was officially
elected.

Timothy Ryan, 487 votes, was the
board of education vote leader with
Ms. Kjetssa, 481, and Ms. Barnes,
465, receiving enough to pull ahead
as per Tuesday night’s calculations.
Board of Education incumbents re-
ceived Susan Groning, 401; Salvatore
Piarulli, 397, and Tina M. Simitz 396,
votes, respectively. All vote totals are
per the Garwood Borough Clerk’s
office are unofficial as they do in-
clude any outstanding mail-in bal-
lots, stated Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma.

“I’m just very happy to serve. To
serve, the students, parents, and staff,”
Ms. Kjetsaa said.

Councilwoman Blumenstock, 769
votes; led Democrats, receiving the
most votes followed by Councilman
Lazarow, 733, and Joseph Nicastro,
III, 485, and Victor Stevens, 476. In
the race for an unexpired term, Mr.
Graham received 724 votes to Mr.
Bellomo’s 503.

“When I ran (for council) two years
ago, I lost by six votes. With the
incredible team this year, the support.
I knew there was no way we would
fall short,” Councilman Graham said.

Resident Stephanie Bianco stated
she wanted to congratulate the
Garwood Democrats on their win.

“A job well done,” Ms. Bianco
said.

Mayor Sara Todisco said  she was

“ecstatic about the election results.”
“Over the past year the entire coun-

cil worked together as a team. We will
continue to do so,” Mayor Todisco
said.

Councilwoman Blumenstock said
Mayor Todisco and the council work-
ing together made “many strides” for
borough residents over the past three
years.

“I just want to keep that going. I
want to keep building on that commu-
nity spirit,” Councilwoman
Blumenstock said.

Garwood resident and Democratic
committeewoman Laura Schilare said
Mr. Graham, Mr. Lazarow, and Ms.
Blumenstock have been great for the
Democratic Party’s leadership in
Garwood.

Dems Sweep In Race
For Freeholder Seats
WESTFIELD – Union County in-

cumbent Democrat Freeholders Bette
Jane Kowalski of Cranford, 44,708
votes; Sergio Granados of Elizabeth,
43,884 votes, and Rebecca Williams
of Plainfield, 45,675 votes, were re-
elected Tuesday night over Republi-
cans Peter Kane of Summit, 26,834
votes, and Glenn Gelband of Moun-
tainside, 26,538 tallies.

Also, Surrogate James LaCorte of
Union, 45,544 votes, was re-elected
to another term over Republican Pe-
ter Lijoi of Summit, 24,973 votes.
County results are with 416 of 431
voting districts reporting.

Democrats will maintain a 9-0
majority they have held since 1998.
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