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Bd. Planner: 750 Walnut Ave. Apts.
Would Have Negative Fiscal Impact

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The planning
board’s planner, during last
Wednesday’s board meeting, said in
his own fiscal-impact analysis that
both the municipality and the school
district would see a negative fiscal
impact should a proposed apartment
complex be built at 750 Walnut Av-
enue. Hartz Mountain Industries, LLC
owns the 30.5-acre property eyed for
the development, and currently is
applying to rezone the property from
commercial to residential in order to

build 905 apartment units across five
buildings on the property.

The total negative impact to both
the township and the school district
could be as high as a negative $2.3
million, the board’s planner, Raymond
Liotta of Maser Consulting, said. Mr.
Liotta gave a presentation of his analy-
sis and review of the fiscal-impact
analysis studies submitted by the ap-
plicant for the proposed development.

Mr. Liotta had conducted his own
analysis because he had seen differ-
ences in the three reports supplied by
the applicant, one being the cap rate
(evaluation of property and rate of
return on investment) used in Hartz
Mountain’s analysis, he said. In the
first two reports, the applicant used a
6-percent cap rate and in the third
report the applicant used a 5.5-per-
cent cap rate. Mr. Liotta supplied his
analysis using both cap rates, as well
as using the school district’s analysis
(prepared by consultant Ross Haber)
of the children who could be added to
the district as a result of the apart-
ments, and the district’s cost per pu-
pil.

No explanation was given as to the
reasoning behind the cap rate change,
Mr. Liotta said. The effect of the cap
rate change affects the valuation num-
ber of the project value.

Basing his analysis on a 6-percent
cap rate, the township would see a
negative $210,687 net fiscal impact,
Mr. Liotta said. The school district
would see a negative $2,258,171 at a
6-percent cap rate. In sum, the town-
ship and school district would see a
total negative $2,468,858 fiscal im-
pact analysis at a 6-percent cap rate,
he said.

Using a 5.5-percent cap rate, the
township would see a negative
$79,835 net fiscal impact, while the
school district would see a negative
$1,949,404.

Hartz Mountain’s planner, Keenan
Hughes of Phillips, Preiss, Grygiel,
Leheny, Hughes LLC, had provided
three reports last year, with the final
report being updated in October 2018,
that showed a positive net fiscal im-
pact to both the township and the
school district.

In Mr. Liotta’s review, he calcu-
lated the value at $290,687,127 at a
5.5-percent cap rate; and with a 6-
percent cap rate the value would be
$266,463,200 in Mr. Liotta’s analy-
sis. “It’s a $24.4-million difference
and could make a difference in tax
revenues generated by the property,”
Mr. Liotta said.

Mr. Hughes gave a rebuttal to the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Correction
A front page story in the May 2

edition of The Westfield Leader con-
tained a few errors regarding the 2019-
2020 Cranford school budget. The
total budget of $68,522,849 was re-
ported correctly. Of that amount,
$66,507,830 is the operating budget.
The amount to be raised in school
taxes is $58,844,363.

Garwood Mayor, Council
Support Ladder Truck

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Sara Todisco
and the borough council on Thursday
unanimously supported the Garwood
Fire Department acquiring a ladder
truck. The cost of the truck is esti-
mated at $1.3 million.

Over the last month, Garwood Fire
Chief Allan Tweedle and Assistant
Chief John Scalzadonna discussed
the ladder truck’s specifics at two
public town-hall-style meetings. The
council opined on the ladder truck
acquisition thus avoiding a referen-
dum vote by residents.

It was revealed during these meet-
ings that the existing ladder truck
cannot reach 20 buildings on the north
side and 18 buildings on the south
side of the borough.

At Thursday’s council meeting,
former councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro
said considering the truck’s cost “the
truck should be up for public vote.”

“You cannot put public safety on a

ballot,” Mayor Todisco responded.
The mayor said the governing body

is elected to lead, protect, and make
“tough, yet beneficial” decisions for
Garwood. Mayor Todisco said the
governing body funds the police and
fire departments, “ensuring they are
properly equipped” to serve the bor-
ough.

Mayor Todisco said the council
unanimously decided “to do what we
have always done” which is “listen,
discuss, text and email concerned resi-
dents.” She said the town-hall-style
meetings engage residents, allowing
leadership to hear “what the commu-
nity wants or respond to resident con-
cerns.”

“I could not fault it at all,” said Ms.
Cuccaro, complementing the fire
chief’s two presentations.

Councilman Russell Graham said
he was apprehensive of the “ladder
truck (purchase) at first.” He said the
truck’s cost, need, manpower and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

PSE&G Community Meeting
On 69kV Lines Attracts 240

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – At a community
meeting held at the Cranford Com-
munity Center last Wednesday,
PSE&G representatives answered
questions from 240 residents about a
planned 69kV electrical wire route.

The route will replace existing util-
ity poles along Walnut Avenue, Lin-
coln Avenue, Lexington Avenue,
Chester Lang Place and South Av-
enue, stated PSE&G public relations
representative Rebecca Mazzarella.
The project is a “pole-for-pole” re-
placement of 73 poles, meaning that
the intended total pole count will not
increase, stated Ms. Mazzarella.

PSE&G would be upgrading the

50-year-old 26kV lines with “stan-
dard 21st century 69kV electric lines,”
Ms. Mazzarella said.

“As populations have increased,
consumer electronic needs have
evolved. The additional 69kV net-
work will alleviate demands on the
remaining 26kV network,” said Ms.
Mazzarella.

She said the upgrade is required to
provide “safe, adequate and reliable”
service throughout the utility’s ser-
vice territory.

PSE&G representatives were
placed at several different tables based
on resident concern areas to “de-mys-
tify” any rumors, misunderstandings,
or fallacies surrounding the project,
stated Ms. Mazzarella.

She said the project will be both
underground and above ground based
on practicality, considering surround-
ing infrastructure independent of
PSE&G equipment and property. Ms.
Mazzarella said constructing the en-
tire project underground would be six
to seven times more expensive than
above-ground utility pole construc-
tion.

“Additional costs unfortunately
flow through to customers. That is
why we safely reduce project costs
making rational installation decisions
while planning our routes,” said Ms.
Mazzarella.

She said line voltage has no effect
on the surrounding electromagnetic
field and the new lines will be compa-
rable in “existing background lev-
els.”

Ms. Mazzarella said all trees re-
moved on public or private property
can be replaced at the owner’s discre-
tion at a rate of two trees planted per
one removed. Should homeowners
choose not to replant a tree on their
private property, PSE&G will plant
the tree on public property to help in
flood reduction, stated Ms.
Mazzarella.

Resident Justin Quinn said PSE&G
is utilizing the wood preservative pen-
tachlorophenol (penta) on the power
line poles, which he said is a “known
carcinogen.” Mr. Quinn stated that
penta was banned in over 26 coun-
tries throughout the world, which was
acknowledged at the Stockholm Con-
vention in 2015.

Mr. Quinn said the poles will be
placed into the soil, degrading over
time, releasing penta into Cranford’s
high-water table, which can come in
contact with children, adults and fam-
ily pets.

He said other utility companies
settled class-action lawsuits because
penta contaminated a bay.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Congratulations to the Top 10 Sales Associates for April!

Julie 
Murphy

Janice 
Good-Piga

Cathy 
Splinter

Jessica 
Marino

Sharon 
Steele

Patricia 
Plante

Beth 
Sullivan

Anne 
Weber

Eulondia 
Reese-Turner

Patricia
Spinner

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
PLAYING MUSIC TILL WHEN?...The band 8 Till When? played at the corner of
Elm and East Broad Streets in downtown Westfield, while ladies shopped for bargains
at Thursday’s Girls Day And Night Out event, sponsored by the Downtown Westfield
Corporation.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
TOWN BELL MASTER…On May 10, at the Westfield Historical Society’s 51st
Annual Dinner at the Echo Lake Country Club, Jack Panosh stands with a display
of the history of the town bell, as well as the 133-year-old town clock. The Society’s
recipient of the Trustees’ Award for “Notable Contributions to the Preservation
of Westfield Heritage,” Mr. Panosh has been restoring and maintaining the
Westfield town clock housed in the First United Methodist Church since 1992.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
CATCHING UP...These neighbors catch up while shopping during Thursday’s Girls Day And Night Out event, sponsored
by the Downtown Westfield Corporation, the management entity for the town’s special improvement district.  More than
1,600 participants gathered to peruse downtown Westfield businesses. Shoppers also enjoyed free parking and live music.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
HANDS OF TIME…At the 51st Annual Dinner of the Westfield Historical
Society, president of the society Nancy Priest, pictured right, congratulates two
members who were cited for outstanding service. Holding the original 1886 hour
hand and the 1910 minute hand of the town’s clock are Carey Golden, pictured at
left, recipient of the 2019 C. Houghton Birdsall “President’s Award for Distin-
guished Service” and Jack Panosh for “Notable Contributions to the Preservation
of Westfield Heritage.” Mr. Panosh has the moniker of “Westfield Clock Meister”
due to his restoration of the 133-year-old town clock, which is housed in the tower
of the First United Methodist Church.

Zoning Board Grants
Variances for Old Homes
By JENNIFER GLACKIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Three applica-
tions were unanimously approved at
Monday’s Board of Adjustment
(BOA) meeting. Two older local
homes will be getting a facelift and
the third was a kitchen renovation
and expansion.

Floor Area Ratio (FAR) and cur-
rently existing easement concerns
peppered the evening. FAR refers to
the ratio of gross floor area to the
area of the plot of land.

Pradip and Rehka Paul of 122
Livingston Street wish to expand
their current 1920s two-bedroom,
one-bathroom house to a modern
three-bedroom, two-bathroom
house. However, the property is 25-
feet wide and 169-feet deep, a very
narrow lot for the neighborhood, re-
quiring a hardship variance for maxi-
mum continuous wall length. The
current house has 12 feet of width in
the living room space, once the wall
widths and stairs are accounted for,
according to architect Paritosh
Kumar of PK Architecture in Clark.
He continued saying that the lot is
30-percent undersized for the neigh-
borhood and said the rear addition
would offset that difference.

Also, due to an existing easement
on the property, a shared driveway
that does not allow for parking or
access to the property’s garage
would be replaced with a small
driveway in the front of the home
and the garage, which is rotting,
would be demolished.

Board member Matt Sontz was
initially concerned about the new
front driveway taking away a street
parking space, but reconsidered
when the applicant’s professional
planner, Paul Grygiel, said there is
no parking allowed in the current
driveway, so residents have been

parking on the street. Mr. Sontz then
stated adding the driveway space is
an even trade and better for the town
during snow events, so the vehicles
could be off the street for plowing.
As for the lack of a garage, Mr. Sontz
said he does not see how the prop-
erty can function in the future with-
out some type of maintenance shed.

Built in 1962, 15 Amy Drive also
required variances due to its unique
lot. According to the applicant’s rep-
resentative, Steve Hale, the ranch-
style house is in “very, very poor
condition.” Mr. Hale and Architect
Thomas DiGiorgio said the irregular
shape and topography of the lot are
the reasons the new plans do not meet
FAR requirements. The current base-
ment is six inches higher than al-
lowed due to land grading. If the land
was level, said Mr. DiGiorgio, this
addition would not need a FAR vari-
ance. They continued saying the new
house would be an improvement to
the neighborhood with architectural
features to enhance the home and
neighborhood.

Board member Eldy Pavon com-
mended the applicants of Amy Drive
and Livingston Street for trying to
work with current structures “to
beautify the neighborhood,” instead
of tearing them down.

A small piece of town history was
brought to light during the presen-
tation. Board member Frank Fusaro

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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750 Walnut Avenue

other various concerns were “an-
swered to my satisfaction.”

Mr. Graham said the need for a
ladder truck was clear to him after
attending the presentations by fire
officials.

Councilman Richard McCormack
said the ladder truck will update the
fire department’s fleet with needed
equipment.

“Put yourself in their shoes,” said
Mr. McCormack, referring to the vol-
unteer firefighters who could lose
their lives, or their family members,
“who may lose a loved one.”

Councilman Marc Lazarow said
“public safety and a public vote” is a
difficult concept. Mr. Lazarow said
every resident is entitled to an opin-
ion. However, those opinions are in-
herently biased to one’s world view.

He said borough leadership must
decipher what is the solution that will
protect the most residents.

Councilman Sean Benoit said his
fellow council members voiced his
feelings articulately. Mr. Benoit said
he supports the council overseeing
the truck’s purchase while receiving
professional insight from fire depart-
ment representatives.

“What do I know about
firefighting?” asked Mr. McCormack
rhetorically to the public.

Mr. McCormack said discussion
over several months with accredited
fire department leaders and person-
nel and demonstrations of ladder pre-

sentations helped in his understand-
ing of how under equipped the de-
partment had been for over a decade.

“This job (councilman) keeps me
up until 10:30 at night. What about
this? What about that?,” said Mr.
McCormack, describing how well
read council members become be-
fore “decisions are made.”

Mr. McCormack said he empha-
sizes the decision-making process so
residents understand their safety and
tax dollars are considered in every
decision he supports.

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Todisco read a proclamation honor-
ing Scotch Plains residents Tami Eagle
Bowling and Lauren O’Brien, who
co-founded the METAvivors of New
Jersey, a Facebook group.

Ms. Bowling is a stage-4 breast
cancer survivor. Stage 4 breast can-
cer has at a 3 to 6 percent survival
rate, Mayor Todisco said.

Ms. Bowling has dedicated her sur-
vival to promoting breast cancer
awareness, the mayor said. Ms. Bowl-
ing has raised $50,000 per year since
2015 for the cancer research and ad-
vocacy group MetAvivor.

The next Breakfast with the Mayor
will take place this Saturday, May 18,
at Lincoln School from 9:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. Superintendent of Schools
Teresa Quigley, Ed.D., and Garwood
Board of Education President Chris-
tine Guerriero will be in attendance,
stated Mayor Todisco.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Ladder Truck

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PSE&G Community Mtg.

FAIRVIEW FOLIAGE...The community is invited to Fairview Cemetery and
arboretum for a springtime walking tour of its flourishing foliage. Fairview
Cemetery, located at 1100 East Broad Street, Westfield, will host its first spring
tour, highlighting some of the 99 cataloged species of trees that reside within the
cemetery grounds, while the spring blossoms are at their peak. The tour will be led
by Tom Ombrello, professor of biology at Union County College, and is scheduled
for this Sunday, May 19, at 2 p.m. Those interested in participating should arrive
at the Gallows Hill Road entrance. The tour is free to the public, and parking is
available on the premises.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Bd. of Adj.
questioned a 10-foot-wide planting
easement related to the Amy Drive
property and the rear abutting prop-
erties on Max Place, stumping the
board and presenters.

Jeff Bash, an Amy Drive resident
for 35 years, who had previously
asked for clarification about the pos-
sible changes to his neighbor’s
house, stepped back to the micro-
phone. Mr. Bash said a large stretch
of woods once occupied Max Place.
He said when lots were sold to be-

come separate dwellings, residents
raised concerns about the loss of
trees.

Mr. Bash said Westfield’s tree
commission and residents banded
together to create a space that
“would help promote a woodsy
area” between Max Place and Amy
Drive.

The next board of adjustment
meeting will take place on June 10
at the Municipal Building,located
at 425 East Broad Street.

PSE&G Looking at Alter.
Routes for Upgraded Lines
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – PSE&G is inves-
tigating alternative routes for up-
graded power lines, which would
allow the lines to “run along” the
Conrail railroad line, Mayor Patrick
Giblin said at Monday’s township
committee workshop meeting. The
alternative route would prevent the
lines from running along the existing
route through Westfield, Garwood
and Cranford, the mayor said, noting
that the township committee unani-
mously supports the Conrail alterna-
tive route.

According to Mayor Giblin, Conrail
representatives have stated that the
PSE&G upgraded power lines being
installed along the railway will be
predicated on “their (Conrail’s) rail
activity in the proposed area.” He
said the rail activity is considered of
“higher occurrence” for the proposed
throughway.

PSE&G is “doing what they can”
based on resident feedback from last
Wednesday’s public meeting, stated
Mayor Giblin, relaying sentiment
from PSE&G representatives he
spoke with.

PSE&G representative Rebecca
Mazzarella said it is important to
listen to resident concerns and an-
swer any questions residents may
have.

“PSE&G is employed with provid-
ing for their customers, while work-
ing with township officials and con-

tingent entity representatives
(Conrail),” said Ms. Mazzarella.

In other business, Township Com-
missioner Mary O’Connor proposed
a community garden at Roosevelt Park
at Monday’s workshop agenda meet-
ing. She said community gardens are
a concept where a “land parcel” (de-
pending on garden size) is divided
into different sections, which are gar-
dened for fresh vegetables by partici-
pating residents.

Ms. O’Connor said the “garden
section” would be a “small section
within the park.”

Each gardener is tasked with tak-
ing care of his or her garden, stated
Ms. O’Connor.

Mayor Giblin asked Ms. O’Connor
to prepare a proposal for township
committee review.

Cranford Police Chief Ryan Greco
said a police substation will be imple-
mented at the Cranford Community
Center. Chief Greco said the substa-
tion was brought to his attention from
another department as a method of
providing increased “community po-
licing presence.”

The substation will utilize “closet-
type space” at the community center
where an officer will be located, stated
Chief Greco.

He said the substation promotes
officer accessibility for Cranford’s
youth, while presenting role models,
building youth-officer relationships,
and serving as an overall law enforce-
ment resource.

Russo Gives Update on
South Ave. Development

Cranford BOE Recognizes
Faculty, Reappoints Staff
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Ten Cranford fac-
ulty members were acknowledged as
recipients of the 2018-2019
Governor’s Educator of the Year
(GEOY) Award at the Cranford Board
of Education (BOE) meeting on Mon-
day night.

Michelle Balseiro, Cindy Ciampo,
Karen Ferraioli, Anne Marie Francis,
Valerie Gormely, Paul Maloney, Diana
Niemsyk, Kerri Ann O’Hare, Gina
Peterpaul and Breanne Timm were
selected by the GEOY committee.

These professionals were chosen
for their ability to inspire students of
all backgrounds, for their outstand-
ing qualities as teachers/educational
service professionals in the Cranford
Public Schools and for their high cali-
ber of service.

“We’re only as good as our teach-
ers,” Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., told the board, and
further commented, “we’re very proud
of them.”

In other board business, the board
reappointed 21 administrative/super-
visory personnel, 245 tenured-teach-
ing personnel, 95 non-tenured teach-
ing personnel, 38 building service
personnel, and 36 office and clerical
personnel.

Additional tenured certified staff
reappointments include two guidance
counselors, six nurses, three occupa-

tional therapists, two psychologists,
two academic coaches, five social
workers, three media specialists, three
faculty members in charge of Path-
ways to Excellence and four learning
disabilities teacher consultants.

The board expressed support for a
resolution put forth by the Township
of Cranford to object to the PSE&G
proposal to improve the power grid
along the public right-of-way.

In regards to the Reimagining of
Cranford Schools, a survey went out
to residents of Cranford and feed-
back will be provided from that col-
lected data towards the end of June.
Ten different plans are under consid-
eration that would bring full-day kin-
dergarten to Cranford. The plans
would redistrict a number of schools.

The board approved the resigna-
tions of Isabel Wagner, Melissa Brause,
Scott Steiner, Lauren Jung, Victoria
Smutek and Mary Kate Santulli.

The board accepted a donation from
the Livingston Avenue School Parent
Teacher Association (PTA), in the
amount of $10,000, to support the El-
ementary STEAM/Makerspace devel-
opment in the Livingston Avenue School
Library.

The board approved additional as-
signments for Hillside Avenue School
(HAS), funded by the HAS PTA,
which include board game activities,
an environmental club, arts and crafts
and gardening.

Bramnick Calls for
Hearing on PSE&G
Poles In Cranford

TRENTON – Assembly Republi-
can Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield) has called on
PSE&G to hold a public hearing be-
fore running high-voltage electric
poles through residential neighbor-
hoods in Cranford.

“The citizens deserve open discus-
sion on the risks,” said Mr. Bramnick.
“PSE&G needs to be up-front with
residents and discuss the project in a
public hearing.”

Email Your Vacay Pics
The Westfield Leader and The

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times in-
vites our readers to send in high-
resolution vacation pictures hold-
ing our newspaper. Please email
pictures to editor@goleader.com.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — South Urban
Renewal LLC (Russo Develop-
ment) attorney Christopher Minks
provided an update Tuesday at a
community meeting at Lincoln
School on the South Avenue
development’s progression, with
vertical construction beginning
next winter.

The development’s brick façade
should be completed by the summer
of 2020. Mr. Minks stated that
“realtor buzz” surrounding the South
Avenue development has increased
since the demolition and site exca-
vation has started.

He estimated that the development
will be fully operational and rented
by late spring of 2021. Day-to-day
operations consist of contractors ex-
cavating the contaminated soil.

“We (Russo subcontractors and
employees) are at the site eight hours
a day. We certainly want to make sure
contaminants are handled properly,”
Mr. Minks said.

Under New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (NJDEP)
standards, all excavated soil which
can remain on site will be used as the
building’s foundation, stated Mr.
Minks. Green space or open areas to
the public will be established with
new topsoil.

“To date, 5,000 tons of contami-

nated soil have been removed from
the Casale (Petro) site,” Mr. Minks
said.

Russo wants to “attract quality re-
tail business” such as a pharmacy,
stated Mr. Minks.

He said establishing a “destination
restaurant” is a top priority for the
development company right now.

Mr. Minks said Russo representa-
tives are reviewing “possible” eater-
ies that would fit the Garwood down-
town landscape.

The South Avenue development
bedroom count will be reduced,
stated Mr. Minks. He said Russo
has decided to reduce the unit count
to 296 while “attempting to main-
tain” the same parking space num-
ber.

The parking space count will be
reduced by one, but “we (Russo) are
trying to keep it (total spaces) the
same,” stated Mr. Minks.

Councilman Richard McCormack
stated that “it would be appreciated”
if Russo could provide colored “im-
aging” for the restaurant or building’s
interior. Mr. Minks said updated
“computer model images” can be pro-
vided depicting the restaurant and
pedestrian entrances.

Mr. Minks replied that the
development’s three-bedroom mixes
have been minimized.

He said Garwood Planning Board
Vice-Chairwoman Kathleen Villaggio
has been working alongside himself
asking local legislators and applicable
NJ Transit leadership to allow
“Garwood more one-seat rides to New
York City.”

Mr. Minks stated Russo believes
the development will be recognized
as a quintessential “transit village
development.”

UPDATE ON DEVELOPMENT...South Urban Renewal LLC (Russo Develop-
ment) attorney Christopher Minks presents an update Tuesday at a community
meeting at Lincoln School on the South Avenue development’s progression, with
vertical construction beginning next winter. The development’s brick façade
should be completed by the summer of 2020.

school district’s planner, Ross
Haber’s, analysis of school-aged chil-
dren that would be generated by the
application. He gave his reasons why
he believes Mr. Haber’s report is in-
valid.

Mr. Haber projects 353 school-
aged students would be added to the
district if the proposal by Hartz is
built and fully occupied. Mr. Hughes
data projects 152 school-aged chil-
dren, and of that total, a range of 110
to 135 public-school students would
be added to the school district.

Mr. Hughes said in Mr. Haber’s
testimony given at a previous board
meeting that he said he “based his
analysis on new, comparable devel-
opments.” Mr. Hughes said, “it turns
out that was not a true statement.”

“Haber indicated his method for
estimating the number of school chil-
dren generated in a two-bedroom
apartment was based on looking at
the entire universe in a number of
communities and dividing that by the
number of students in a school dis-
trict,” Mr. Hughes said.

He also did not adjust for a number
of other “relevant factors.” Also, the
list of communities Mr. Haber looked
at have 74-percent single-family
homes and have 4-percent multi-fam-
ily rental residences, Mr. Hughes said.

Mr. Haber’s overall average is 0.56
as a multiplier of school-aged chil-
dren used for two-bedroom units. Mr.

Hughes said there is no empirical
evidence in those multipliers. The
data by Public Use Microdata Area
(PUMA) utilized by Mr. Hughes in
his last report uses a multiplier of
0.131 public-school children, Mr.
Hughes said. He said PUMA has the
best available Census data, last up-
dated in 2017.

“His analysis has no basis in em-
pirical data in respects to characteris-
tics of the housing proposed as part of
this application and for those reasons
it’s a flawed analysis,” Mr. Hughes
said.

Mr. Hughes called Mr. Haber’s pro-
jection of 353 school-aged children
“wildly exaggerated.”

Hartz also had Jeff Martell, of
Stonefield Engineering and Design,
a professional engineer in civil site
engineering, give rebuttals to testi-
mony provided by the board’s expert
on traffic circulation on the site at a
previously held meeting. Mr. Martell
affirmed that school buses, large
moving trucks and fire trucks “all
can be accommodated by the site
design.”

The planning board’s next meet-
ing was to take place Wednesday,
May 15, at 8 p.m., after press dead-
line, when the public would be given
the opportunity to make comments
on the entire application. A subse-
quent meeting will be held on
Wednesday, June 5.

Mike Freeman, a leading expert
in the United States on penta, said
penta “can be hazardous to the men
working with it in a laboratory.”
However, he said penta is the indus-
try standard.

“It’s important to understand that
treated utility poles do not pose a
significant risk to people, animals,
or the environment,” Mr. Freeman
said.

He said penta is a regulated pes-
ticide registered for use as a wood
preservative in utility poles and
regulated by the United States En-
vironmental Protection Agency
(EPA).

Penta has been used for over 80
years as 183 million utility poles
are treated with penta, stated Mr.
Freeman. Penta helps preserve the
structural integrity of a pole, ensur-
ing fewer trees are needed as re-
placement poles.

“There have been no known inci-
dents associated with penta-treated
utility poles and customer hazards,”
Ms. Mazzarella added. “Penta poles
are safer for utility workers to climb.
All the existing poles set for re-
placement contain penta.”

Mr. Quinn said he was “outraged”
PSE&G has not taken the time to
test the soil or groundwater sur-

rounding existing poles treated with
penta.

“Lead paint, second-hand smoke,
cigarettes, excessive ultraviolet ra-
diation exposure and asbestos were
all considered standards as well,”
said resident David Pringle, previ-
ously the campaign director for
Clean Water Action.

Livingston Avenue third-grade
student David Ursic said, “These
poles could kill the lives of chil-
dren. Several hundred children
live by these poles.  All  my
friends.”

“PSE&G believes the project will
have no permanent impact on prop-
erty values,” said Ms. Mazzarella.

She said studies have “proven”
after the “initial installation phase”
that property values return to nor-
mal.

The new poles will have the same
spacing “in between them” as the
existing poles, stated Ms.
Mazzarella. She said the replace-
ment poles will range from 65 feet
to 75 feet in height.

PSE&G notified Cranford offi-
cials about this project in January.
PSE&G presented project informa-
tion to the Cranford Township Com-
mittee on April 8 at a workshop
meeting.



Serving the community since 1959

ONE DOLLAR(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 60th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 20-2019 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Thursday, May 16, 2019

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3,5
Editorial ........ 4-5
Police ............ 15
Community ... 5-7
Obituary ........ 6

Education ...... 16
Sports ............ 9-14
Real Estate .... 9-18
Classifieds ..... 15
A&E .............. 17-18

Housing Committee to Push For
Enactment of Housing Reform Bills

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The afford-
able-housing advisory committee
plans to focus its efforts on promot-
ing four bills currently being con-
sidered by the State Legislature that
could ease affordable-housing ob-
ligations on municipalities.

At its monthly meeting on May 8,
the committee reviewed the quartet
of legislative proposals before agree-
ing to endorse them and make plans
to partner with other towns in order to
strengthen the level of support. The
aim of the committee since its incep-
tion at the start of this year has been to
identify ways for the affordable-hous-
ing issue to be moved from the courts
to the Legislature.

The first bill, A-4471, would end
the Council on Affordable Housing
(COAH) and establish a legislative
subcommittee on affordable-hous-
ing needs that would evaluate and
determine present and prospective
needs for affordable housing at the
state and regional levels. The sec-
ond bill, A-1648, would establish
additional factors—such as impacts
on infrastructure, local schools, first
responders—when calculating a
town’s affordable-housing obliga-
tions and also provide a popula-
tion-based cap for those obligations.
Mayor Alexander Smith called this
bill “one of the biggest ones in terms
of impact.”

The third bill, A-1649, would pro-
hibit affordable-housing obligation

exemptions for urban aid munici-
palities and allow for such housing
requirements in those cities. Prior
regulations excluded such munici-
palities, which include Elizabeth,
Plainfield, Linden and Rahway,
from providing any contribution
toward a region’s affordable-hous-
ing needs. Those exemptions have
led to a greater housing burden be-
ing imposed on other, primarily sub-
urban towns. Committee member
Bill Picard pointed out that enact-
ment of A-1649 could help lower-
income people from being forced to
move out of cities that are
gentrifying and making adequate
housing unaffordable to those with
lower incomes.

The fourth piece of legislation,
A-1644, would allow municipali-
ties to establish an affordable-hous-
ing preference for their own resi-
dents, so that long-time residents
who may be downsizing in retire-
ment or can not afford to live in
their homes any longer can remain
in their town.

Mayor Smith said the reason the
committee wants to push these bills
is, “it’s election time” and “we want
to get [legislators’] attention.” The
committee plans to invite local leg-
islators to a future meeting to gauge
their support for the four bills and
to see where they stand on afford-
able-housing issues in general.

During the discussion of the leg-
islation, committee member Amy
Jones said she was concerned that
some of the legislative proposals
amounted to a form of “legislative
redlining” and were aimed at “keep-
ing Elizabeth, Linden and Plain-
field in those towns and keeping
Scotch Plains white and affluent.”
She called Union County “a very
racialized county,” saying that ar-
eas of the county east of the Park-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Downtown Redevelop. Plans
Close to Being Unveiled

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Alexander Smith last week said that
he was “very encouraged” by the “ex-
cellent” proposals he is seeing from
two companies being considered to
redevelop the public properties in the
downtown business district.

At the downtown redevelopment
committee’s meeting on May 8, the
mayor said he expects the two devel-
opers — Advance Realty Investors, a
Bedminster-based developer that has
been involved in similar-type rede-
velopment projects in Harrison and
Bridgewater, and A. Gonsosa Devel-
opment from Springfield — to meet
with committee members privately in
June to provide details about their
proposals and to get input from the
members.

The first phase of downtown rede-
velopment centers on the township-
owned properties where the munici-
pal building, the firehouse and the
library are located as well as the park-
ing lots adjacent to the municipal
building and library, behind the stores
that front Park Avenue and the park-

ing lot behind the row of businesses
on East Second Street adjacent to the
CVS drug store. Redevelopment of
these properties is expected to result
in about 48,000 square feet of new
retail and office space, more than
1,400 new parking spots and 177 new
housing units, 35 of which will be set
aside as affordable-housing units.

Redevelopment Coordinator Tho-
mas Stowe said last week that it is
likely the meetings with the develop-
ers will be held on two separate nights
before the proposals are made avail-
able to the public after the summer.

The mayor said the key to whatever
is going to be proposed is that it be
“financially sound.” Noting that the
police and fire departments and the
library will be moved to different
locations, the mayor said, “We’ve got
a heavy lift here.” The challenge, he
said, is how to stage the various points
of redevelopment so that parking in
the downtown is not heavily affected
and that first responders and the li-
brary do not experience too much of
a disruption to their operations as
their facilities are moved.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

A LESSON IN GOVERNMENT...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr hosts Girl
Scout Troop 40111 for a tour of Fanwood Borough Hall on May 1. Pictured with
the mayor, from left to right, are: Troop members Lola Martinson, Helena
Biendon, Abby Perrault, Amanda Stanley, Molly Boyle, Alexa Birnbaum, Diane
Jane Ngumah and Maria Thomas.

Garwood Mayor, Council
Support Ladder Truck

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Mayor Sara Todisco
and the borough council on Thursday
unanimously supported the Garwood
Fire Department acquiring a ladder
truck. The cost of the truck is esti-
mated at $1.3 million.

Over the last month, Garwood Fire
Chief Allan Tweedle and Assistant
Chief John Scalzadonna discussed
the ladder truck’s specifics at two
public town-hall-style meetings. The
council opined on the ladder truck
acquisition thus avoiding a referen-
dum vote by residents.

It was revealed during these meet-
ings that the existing ladder truck
cannot reach 20 buildings on the north
side and 18 buildings on the south
side of the borough.

At Thursday’s council meeting,
former councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro
said considering the truck’s cost “the
truck should be up for public vote.”

“You cannot put public safety on a
ballot,” Mayor Todisco responded.

The mayor said the governing body
is elected to lead, protect, and make
“tough, yet beneficial” decisions for
Garwood. Mayor Todisco said the
governing body funds the police and
fire departments, “ensuring they are
properly equipped” to serve the bor-
ough.

Mayor Todisco said the council
unanimously decided “to do what we
have always done” which is “listen,
discuss, text and email concerned resi-
dents.” She said the town-hall-style
meetings engage residents, allowing
leadership to hear “what the commu-
nity wants or respond to resident con-
cerns.”

“I could not fault it at all,” said Ms.
Cuccaro, complementing the fire
chief’s two presentations.

Councilman Russell Graham said
he was apprehensive of the “ladder

truck (purchase) at first.” He said the
truck’s cost, need, manpower and
other various concerns were “an-
swered to my satisfaction.”

Mr. Graham said the need for a
ladder truck was clear to him after
attending the presentations by fire
officials.

Councilman Richard McCormack
said the ladder truck will update the
fire department’s fleet with needed
equipment.

“Put yourself in their shoes,” said
Mr. McCormack, referring to the vol-
unteer firefighters who could lose
their lives, or their family members,
“who may lose a loved one.”

Councilman Marc Lazarow said
“public safety and a public vote” is a
difficult concept. Mr. Lazarow said
every resident is entitled to an opin-
ion. However, those opinions are in-
herently biased to one’s world view.

He said borough leadership must
decipher what is the solution that will
protect the most residents.

Councilman Sean Benoit said his
fellow council members voiced his
feelings articulately. Mr. Benoit said
he supports the council overseeing
the truck’s purchase while receiving
professional insight from fire depart-
ment representatives.

“What do I know about
firefighting?” asked Mr. McCormack
rhetorically to the public.

Mr. McCormack said discussion
over several months with accredited
fire department leaders and person-
nel and demonstrations of ladder pre-
sentations helped in his understand-
ing of how under equipped the de-
partment had been for over a decade.

“This job (councilman) keeps me
up until 10:30 at night. What about
this? What about that?,” said Mr.
McCormack, describing how well
read council members become be-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Westfield West
(Across from Lord & Taylor)

600 North Avenue West
Westfield, NJ 07090

 908.233.0065 
ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing 
Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 

Congratulations to the Top 10 Sales Associates for April!

Julie 
Murphy

Janice 
Good-Piga

Cathy 
Splinter

Jessica 
Marino

Sharon 
Steele

Patricia 
Plante

Beth 
Sullivan

Anne 
Weber

Eulondia 
Reese-Turner

Patricia
Spinner

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A SCOTCH PLAINS LANDMARK...John’s Meat Market celebrated its 80th anniversary in grand style last Saturday in
Scotch Plains. Nick and Vincent Losavio, owners of John’s Meat Market, hosted family, friends and hundreds of patrons.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPY 80TH ANNIVERSARY...Live Doo Wop by the Jersey Jukebox helped
John’s Meat Market in Scotch Plains celebrate its 80th anniversary on Saturday.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FARMERS’ MARKET SEASON...The Scotch Plains Farmers’ Market wel-
comed customers as it opened its 27th season under sunny skies last Saturday. The
market runs weekly from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. through November and is held at the
municipal parking lot at 430 Park Avenue.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Planning Board Backs New
Zones for Possible Housing

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The plan-
ning board on Monday gave its back-
ing to two zoning ordinances that
will create an overlay zone district
along several streets that have been
designated for potential housing de-
velopments.

Last week, the township council
introduced the two ordinances that
will create overlay zones for proper-
ties along Jerusalem Road and on
Waldheim Avenue and Beryllium
Road. Providing details of the pro-
posed zones, Michael Mistretta, the

board’s planner, emphasized that no
builders have yet proposed any de-
velopments and also pointed out that
the current zoning on the affected
streets will remain.

The overlay is, in effect, placed on
top of the existing zones. If a devel-
oper were to put forth a proposal and
met the requirements of the overlay
ordinance, they then could build a
multi-family housing development,
Mr. Mistretta explained.

Eighteen properties along Jerusa-
lem Road, encompassing about 15
acres, will be included in one over-
lay zone. The density for that area
will be 12 units per acre, meaning
that if the zone were built out to the
maximum, there would be 182 hous-
ing units, with between 27 and 36 of
them being tabbed as affordable units
as part of the township’s obligations
in that regard. Along Waldheim Av-
enue and Beryllium Road, 23 prop-
erties totaling 7.2 acres will be in-
cluded. Nine units per care will be
permitted, meaning 65 units could
be built, with 10 to 13 being set aside
as affordable.

The council will hold public hear-
ings on the two ordinances at its
Tuesday, May 21 meeting.

There was a brief discussion at
Monday’s planning board meeting
about possibly increasing the per-
centage of affordable-housing units
within any new development from

the existing 15 to 20 percent in-
cluded in the township’s legal settle-
ment reached with builders last year,
but Mr. Mistretta said attempting to
do so would require returning to the
court for approval, which he pre-
dicted would reject any such idea.

The township is facing a June 30
court deadline to put forth plans for
the various properties in town for
possible housing developments. The
final two properties that will be sub-
ject to overlay ordinances — the
Lamberts Mill Road property where
the Amberg garden center is now
located and a tract of land on North
Avenue next to the Charlie Brown’s
restaurant — are expected to be ad-
dressed in the next few weeks.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a 60-day extension for T-
Mobile Northeast LLC to keep its
temporary cell towers in place on the
south side of town, while it com-
pletes the reattachment of its perma-
nent antenna on PSE&G transmis-
sion towers that run along Terrill
Road.

Mayor Alexander Smith told the
board that the Downtown Redevel-
opment Committee will soon get its
first look at developers’ plans for the
first phase of downtown redevelop-
ment. Describing them as “pretty
good plans,” the mayor said town-
ship officials currently are examin-
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way are predominantly populated
by people of color, while areas west
of the Parkway are mostly white.
She felt the legislation would end
up “entrenching the color line” in
the county.

Mayor Smith said that “we’re be-
coming all colors,” noting that in
Scotch Plains, a third of the popula-
tion is considered to be in some
type of minority category. “We need
to make it clear we’re not redlining,”
he said.

Deputy Mayor Josh Losardo said
redlining is “not what we want to do”
and said the committee and support-
ers of the legislation need to “be care-
ful that we’re not sending the wrong
message.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Reform

The mayor said the committee will
proceed on the “very clear” assump-
tion that state aid for the construction
of a new library will not be available
any time soon despite the approval by
voters in 2017 of a $125-million li-
brary bond ordinance that was to be
used to fund such construction. Ac-
cess to the funding has been delayed
as regulations are still being formu-
lated in Trenton.

In other business, Mayor Smith said
he was confident after meeting with
state officials that the recent decision
by the state Department of Environ-
mental Protection to designate a sig-
nificant portion of the downtown busi-
ness district as a flood zone will not
be much of a detriment as the redevel-
opment gets underway. He said that
some new engineering will be re-
quired for the new buildings, but that
it should not delay the process. The
committee also had some discussions
with East Second Street business and
property owners about the study be-
ing done to determine which proper-
ties — all of them privately-owned —
should be designated as Areas in Need
of Redevelopment and what that des-
ignation means to them and how it
might affect property owners’ rela-
tionships with their tenants.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Redevelopment

fore “decisions are made.”
Mr. McCormack said he empha-

sizes the decision-making process so
residents understand their safety and
tax dollars are considered in every
decision he supports.

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Todisco read a proclamation honor-
ing Scotch Plains residents Tami Eagle
Bowling and Lauren O’Brien, who
co-founded the METAvivors of New
Jersey, a Facebook group.

Ms. Bowling is a stage-4 breast
cancer survivor. Stage 4 breast can-
cer has at a 3 to 6 percent survival

rate, Mayor Todisco said.
Ms. Bowling has dedicated her sur-

vival to promoting breast cancer
awareness, the mayor said. Ms. Bowl-
ing has raised $50,000 per year since
2015 for the cancer research and ad-
vocacy group MetAvivor.

The next Breakfast with the Mayor
will take place this Saturday, May 18,
at Lincoln School from 9:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. Superintendent of Schools
Teresa Quigley, Ed.D., and Garwood
Board of Education President Chris-
tine Guerriero will be in attendance,
stated Mayor Todisco.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Ladder Truck

Students Discuss Imagine,
Superintendent’s Retirement

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — To begin the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education meeting that was held last
Thursday evening, a handful of dis-
trict students talked about their in-
volvement in the Imagine grief coun-
seling program offered to students
within the district.

The students not only benefited
themselves by learning to deal with
their own personal grieving but also
received training to be able to share
with peers.

Imagine, A Center for Coping With
Loss is located in Mountainside.

According to the students and their
district mentor, Liz Knodel-Gordon,
Imagine offers peer grief support ser-
vices to youth ages 3 through 18 and
also to young adults from 18 to 30
years old. Imagine is a not-for-profit
agency.

In other business, middle-school
student Ethan Murray spoke dur-
ing the public portion of Thursday’s
meeting about how he and many of
his fellow students would miss Su-
perintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes, Ed.D., after her retirement.
He read aloud an appreciation let-
ter that he had written to her.

After 13 years heading the school
district, Superintendent Hayes an-
nounced her retirement in March
and that her last day for the district
will be Wednesday, July 31.

Ethan thanked Superintendent
Hayes for supporting so many of the
events that the students participate in,
noting that, “she can be seen many
times at our events and productions.”
He simply stated, “Thanks for being
there.”

The superintendent likewise
thanked Ethan for his comments and
responded, “your words really
touched my heart. All the years that I
have worked for the district, no one
has ever written a letter like that to
me.”

During her 48 years in the educa-
tion field, Superintendent Hayes also
has served as the assistant superin-
tendent for curriculum, instruction
and assessment for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood district. She has been with
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
district for 17 years, serving as super-
intendent since 2006.

She also was an elementary-school
principal for the Old Bridge school
district and the Parsippany-Troy Hills
public schools. In addition, she served
as the K-12 supervisor of social stud-
ies for the Parsippany-Troy Hills
school district.

She also currently is part of the
New Jersey Network of Superinten-
dents and the National Superinten-
dents’ Roundtable.

In other business, the board unani-
mously voted to accept the donation
of seven Durham busses to be used to
transport all high-school seniors to
Project Graduation in Bridgewater.
Project Graduation is an overnight,
non-alcoholic celebration for all dis-
trict seniors following graduation
ceremonies.

The next board of education
meeting will be held on Thursday,
May 30, at 7:30 p.m., in the admin-
istration building at Cedar Street
and Evergreen Avenue in Scotch
Plains. The Student Recognition
Ceremony is scheduled for Mon-
day, June 10, at 7:30 p.m., at Ever-
green School.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EIGHTY YEARS IN SCOTCH PLAINS...John's Meat Market celebrated its
80th anniversary with festivities last Saturday in Scotch Plains. There was the
smoky smell of free, mouth-watering barbecue and the Doo Wop sounds of singing
group Jersey Jukebox wafting through the air. Pictured left, State Assembly
Republican Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield), center, pays a
visit to Vincent Losavio, co-owner of John’s Meat Market.

FAIRVIEW FOLIAGE...The community is invited to Fairview Cemetery and
arboretum for a springtime walking tour of its flourishing foliage. Fairview
Cemetery, located at 1100 East Broad Street, Westfield, will host its first spring
tour, highlighting some of the 99 cataloged species of trees that reside within the
cemetery grounds, while the spring blossoms are at their peak. The tour will be led
by Tom Ombrello, professor of biology at Union County College, and is scheduled
for Sunday, May 19, at 2 p.m. Those interested in participating should arrive at the
Gallows Hill Road entrance. The tour is free to the public, and parking is available
on the premises.

Township Launches Home
Improvement Program

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch Plains
Township has announced a new Home
Improvement Program (HIP). The HIP
will assist houses occupied by very
low, low and moderate-income house-
holds by providing up to $22,000 as a
forgivable loan for needed home re-
pairs or replacements of major sys-
tems in conformity with the state’s
rehabilitation subcode statute.

According to a township press re-
lease, program forgivable loans in-
clude zero percent interest, no
monthly payment and are forgiven
after 10 years if the property owner
complies with the program guide-
lines. Funding is also available for
rental properties. This program is re-
quired as part of the township’s Af-
fordable-Housing Settlement and
Housing Element and Fair Share Plan.

HIP is a township-wide program
for Scotch Plains residents. Both
owner-occupied and renter-occupied
housing units are eligible to receive
funding for rehabilitation provided
that the occupants of the units meet
court-approved income limits and the
units are determined to be substan-
dard and for primary residency only.
Eligible uses of funds include roofs,
foundations, heating, electrical, win-
dows, insulation, plumbing and more.

“The township council and I invite
eligible Homeowners to apply for
funds in our home improvement pro-
gram,” Mayor Al Smith said. “I
strongly encourage homeowners to
take advantage of this wonderful pro-
gram. Where else can you get a zero
percent forgivable home improve-
ment loan?”

The township’s administrative
agent, Community Grants, Planning
and Housing LLC (CGP&H), a pri-
vate consulting firm specializing in
the implementation of publicly-
funded housing rehabilitation pro-
grams, will manage and administer
the HIP. The program’s funding source
will be municipal housing trust funds.

The program will process new ap-
plicants on a first-come, first served
basis. To learn more, including the
income limits and to submit a pre-

liminary application, visit https://
hip.cgph.net/scotch-plains-home-im-
provement-program-2/or call (609)
664-2781.

General contractors can apply to
register to receive free bid notices for
program construction opportunities.
Visit https://hip.cgph.net/new-jersey/
, email contractorswanted@cgph.net
or call (609) 664-2783.

For additional questions about the
HIP and affordable-housing obliga-
tion, contact Tom Strowe, municipal
housing liaison at (908) 322-6700,
ext. 317 or
tstrowe@scotchplainsnj.com.

Bramnick Calls for
Hearing on PSE&G
Poles In Cranford

TRENTON – Assembly Re-
publican Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) has
called on PSE&G to hold a pub-
lic hearing before running high-
voltage electric poles through
residential neighborhoods in
Cranford.

“The citizens deserve open dis-
cussion on the risks,” said Mr.
Bramnick. “PSE&G needs to be
up-front with residents and discuss
the project in a public hearing.”

PSE&G Community Meeting
On 69kV Lines Attracts 240

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – At a community
meeting held at the Cranford Com-
munity Center last Wednesday,
PSE&G representatives answered
questions from 240 residents about a
planned 69kV electrical wire route.

The route will replace existing util-
ity poles along Walnut Avenue, Lin-
coln Avenue, Lexington Avenue,
Chester Lang Place and South Av-
enue, stated PSE&G public relations
representative Rebecca Mazzarella.
The project is a “pole-for-pole” re-
placement of 73 poles, meaning that
the intended total pole count will not
increase, stated Ms. Mazzarella.

PSE&G would be upgrading the
50-year-old 26kV lines with “stan-
dard 21st century 69kV electric lines,”
Ms. Mazzarella said.

“As populations have increased,
consumer electronic needs have
evolved. The additional 69kV net-
work will alleviate demands on the
remaining 26kV network,” said Ms.
Mazzarella.

She said the upgrade is required to
provide “safe, adequate and reliable”
service throughout the utility’s ser-
vice territory.

PSE&G representatives were
placed at several different tables based
on resident concern areas to “de-mys-
tify” any rumors, misunderstandings,
or fallacies surrounding the project,
stated Ms. Mazzarella.

She said the project will be both
underground and above ground based
on practicality, considering surround-
ing infrastructure independent of
PSE&G equipment and property. Ms.
Mazzarella said constructing the en-
tire project underground would be six
to seven times more expensive than
above-ground utility pole construc-
tion.

“Additional costs unfortunately
flow through to customers. That is
why we safely reduce project costs
making rational installation decisions
while planning our routes,” said Ms.
Mazzarella.

She said line voltage has no effect
on the surrounding electromagnetic
field and the new lines will be compa-
rable in “existing background lev-
els.”

Ms. Mazzarella said all trees re-
moved on public or private property
can be replaced at the owner’s discre-
tion at a rate of two trees planted per
one removed. Should homeowners
choose not to replant a tree on their
private property, PSE&G will plant
the tree on public property to help in
flood reduction, stated Ms.
Mazzarella.

Resident Justin Quinn said PSE&G
is utilizing the wood preservative pen-
tachlorophenol (penta) on the power
line poles, which he said is a “known

carcinogen.” Mr. Quinn stated that
penta was banned in over 26 coun-
tries throughout the world, which was
acknowledged at the Stockholm Con-
vention in 2015.

Mr. Quinn said the poles will be
placed into the soil, degrading over
time, releasing penta into Cranford’s
high-water table, which can come in
contact with children, adults and fam-
ily pets.

He said other utility companies
settled class-action lawsuits because
penta contaminated a bay.

Mike Freeman, a leading expert in
the United States on penta, said penta
“can be hazardous to the men work-
ing with it in a laboratory.” However,
he said penta is the industry standard.

“It’s important to understand that
treated utility poles do not pose a
significant risk to people, animals, or
the environment,” Mr. Freeman said.

He said penta is a regulated pesti-
cide registered for use as a wood
preservative in utility poles and regu-
lated by the United States Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA).

Penta has been used for over 80
years as 183 million utility poles are
treated with penta, stated Mr. Free-
man. Penta helps preserve the struc-
tural integrity of a pole, ensuring fewer
trees are needed as replacement poles.

“There have been no known inci-
dents associated with penta-treated
utility poles and customer hazards,”
Ms. Mazzarella added. “Penta poles
are safer for utility workers to climb.
All the existing poles set for replace-
ment contain penta.”

Mr. Quinn said he was “outraged”
PSE&G has not taken the time to test
the soil or groundwater surrounding
existing poles treated with penta.

“Lead paint, second-hand smoke,
cigarettes, excessive ultraviolet ra-
diation exposure and asbestos were
all considered standards as well,”
said resident David Pringle, previ-
ously the campaign director for Clean
Water Action.

Livingston Avenue third-grade stu-
dent David Ursic said, “These poles
could kill the lives of children. Sev-
eral hundred children live by these
poles. All my friends.”

“PSE&G believes the project will
have no permanent impact on prop-
erty values,” said Ms. Mazzarella.

She said studies have “proven” af-
ter the “initial installation phase” that
property values return to normal.

The new poles will have the same
spacing “in between them” as the
existing poles, stated Ms. Mazzarella.
She said the replacement poles will
range from 65 feet to 75 feet in height.

PSE&G notified Cranford officials
about this project in January. PSE&G
presented project information to the
Cranford Township Committee on
April 8 at a workshop meeting.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains Plan. Bd.
ing the financial plans for the pro-
posed developments and hopes to
bring in the two developers — Ad-
vance Realty Investors, a
Bedminster-based developer that has
been involved in similar-type rede-
velopment projects in Harrison and
Bridgewater, and A. Gonsosa De-
velopment from Springfield — to

meet with committee members pri-
vately in June to provide details about
their proposals and to get input from
the members.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BRAVING THE RAIN...Runners brave a chilly drizzle on Tuesday evening to
take part in a 5K run hosted by the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood PTA Council.
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ACCIDENTS &

PERSONAL

INJURY LAW

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
www.jonbramnick.com

CALL

JON BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

908-322-7000
Jon M. Bramnick, Esq.

John C. Rodriguez, Esq.
Gary J. Grabas, Esq.

Jonathan P. Arnold, Esq.
Patrick J. Mangan, Esq.

Jose Vilarino, Esq.
Richard M. Brockway, Esq.

Carl A. Salisbury, Esq.
Gavin Handwerker, Esq.

Brian J. Trembley, Esq.
Kelly A. Lynch, Esq.

Susan E. Kinsella, Esq.
Brent A. Bramnick, Esq.
Michael Noriega, Esq.
Cristina Carreno, Esq.

Robert C. Rowbotham, II., Esq.
Stephen A. Satkin, Esq.

Wade Suthard, Esq.

Nominations Sought for
Scotch Plains Mayor’s Gala

Sensory Trail, Playground
Earn Nat. Award for County
COUNTY – The Union County

Department of Parks and Recreation
is receiving an Achievement Award
from the National Association of
Counties in recognition of the county’s
efforts to provide inclusive recre-
ational facilities for people with dis-
abilities. The county will receive a
2019 Achievement Award for its pro-
gram titled “Experiencing Nature, Ex-
periencing Play: Taking Inclusive
From Lip Service to Reality.”

The award, which cites the creation
of a Sensory Trail in the Watchung
Reservation and a universal-access
playground in Mattano Park, marks
the second consecutive year the county
is being honored by NACo.

Union County Freeholder Chair
Bette Jane Kowalski said she could
not be more pleased with the national
recognition Parks is receiving.

“With upwards of 20 percent of
Americans estimated to have some
form of disability,” Freeholder Chair
Kowalski said, “this is not something
that just the county needs to address,
but at all levels of government, and
the private sector. We need to find
ways to bring people with disabilities
into the mainstream so that we enjoy

our lives together.”
 Last year’s awards singled out the

department’s Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs for programs de-
signed to increase and encourage in-
terest in local history.

Over the years, the department has
provided opportunities for youngsters
and adults with disabilities, including
barn dances and crafts classes, along
with ramp access to spray parks and
playgrounds. But there was still a
long way to go.

In addition, Freeholder Sergio
Granados, who chaired the freeholder
board last year, said, “Our Trailside
Nature and Science Center staff worked
together with our disabilities staff, vis-
iting sites throughout the region and
researching online what to include to
make this trail inclusive to all.”

“The new Sensory Trail opened a
whole new world for visitors and
now enables Trailside to offer pro-
gramming for people with special
needs including those in wheelchairs,
including a new summer camp for
youth with special needs. We con-
tinue to work on ways to make sure
our parks system is accessible and
inclusive to all who want to attend
them,” he said.

The Sensory Trail addresses both
physical and developmental disabili-
ties with: a smooth, ADA compliant
path, a knotted rope for the blind,
flowers with texture and scents, and
more.

Memorial Day Concert

The Westfield Community Concert Band

Sunday May 26, 2019

6:30 PM

Alan Augustine Village Green

Adjacent to Municipal Building

430 Park Avenue

Scotch Plains, NJ

Bring Lawn Chairs

Gateway Tunnel Report To
Be Presented to Freeholders
UNION COUNTY — The Re-

gional Plan Association, a non-profit
public policy agency that examines
various issues, will present its report:
“A Preventable Crisis: The Economic
and Human Costs of a Hudson River
Rail Tunnel Shutdown,” on Thurs-
day, May 23 at 7 p.m. to the Free-
holder Board prior to its public meet-
ing.

All residents are invited to the free
presentation, which will be held on
the 6th floor in the Freeholder cham-
bers at the Union County Administra-
tion Building, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza
in Elizabeth. Residents are also al-
lowed the opportunity to comment on
the plan during the general comments
portion of the regular meeting that
night. Parking is available nearby at
the J. Christian Bollwage parking
deck.

“Union County is a rail hub, and
the stakes of not investing in train-
service improvements are high: if the
tunnels fail, Union County could suf-
fer as much as a $1.8-billion revenue
loss,” said Freeholder Chair Bette
Jane Kowalski, citing the Regional
Plan Association’s report. “As elected
officials, it is urgent that we make our
voices heard for supporting the Gate-
way Tunnel Project and continue to
work with organizations such as the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition and the
Regional Plan Association toward that
end.”

The Regional Plan Association’s
report details the devastating impact
that any extended closures of the rap-
idly, deteriorating 108-year-old
Hudson River train tunnels would
have on the regional economy, in-
cluding Union County.

From reduced home values to
gridlocked roads, the report portrays
a grim picture of what New Jersey
and the region could look like if the
proposed Gateway Hudson River rail-
tunnel project remains unfunded.

Bruce Bergen, the chair of the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition, will

also be on hand to introduce the Re-
gional Plan Association.

“The Gateway Tunnels project is a
regional emergency that demands the
immediate attention of the White
House, and the proper funding to
move forward,” said Mr. Bergen, a
former Union County Freeholder.
“We are thankful to partner with an
agency such as the Regional Plan
Association that is able to present
such a concise picture of the project
and the impact of the failure to act.”

As part of her initiatives entitled
“Empowering Union County” on be-
half of the Freeholder Board for 2019,
Freeholder Chair Kowalski an-
nounced that the county would take
the lead on the Raritan Valley Rail
Coalition, a group of concerned citi-
zens which represents 1.7 million resi-
dents along the Raritan Valley Rail
line in four counties — Union,
Somerset, Middlesex and Hunterdon
Counties.

The Raritan Valley Rail Coalition
was created more than two decades
ago to campaign for a one-seat ride
on the Raritan Valley Rail line. It
also strongly lobbies for the cre-
ation of the Gateway project, a $13-
billion proposal that would rebuild
the Hudson tunnels, the Portal
Bridge over the Hackensack River,
and add other significant improve-
ments along the rails leading into
New York.

Courtesy Jim Lowney/County of Union
TOP VOLUNTEER...Union County Freeholder Chair Bette Jane Kowalski,
second from right, and Freeholders Rebecca Williams and Andrea Staten, first
and second from left, joined Union County Department of Human Services
Director Debbie-Ann Anderson, right, in congratulating Jaimie DeDea of Westfield
who was named the “Union County Municipal Alliance Volunteer of the Year” at
the Local Advisory Committee on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse (LACADA) annual
volunteer recognition dinner in Union.

SCOTCH PLAINS — This year
the Scotch Plains Mayor’s Gala will
again honor a male and female volun-
teer of the year in addition to a volun-
teer organization of the year. Nomi-
nations are now open and everyone is
encouraged to nominate a special
person or organization to be honored
at the Gala on Friday, December 6.

The only requirement is that the
volunteer work must be done in Scotch
Plains. Nomination forms may be
obtained from the Scotch Plains Rec-
reation Office, Scotch Plains Munici-
pal Building, 430 Park Avenue, online
at www.scotchplainsnj.gov or at the
Scotch Plains Public Library. Nomi-
nations are due by June 30.

“The Mayor’s Gala is a great op-
portunity to recognize those people
and organizations that are making a
difference in Scotch Plains,” said
Mayor Al Smith. “In addition to the
recognition, the honorees designate a
charity to receive a portion of the
proceeds of the event, so we have
double the winners! Please help us
identify our honorees for this year’s
Gala.”

This year’s Mayor’s Charity Gala
will be held on Friday, December 6 at

Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch
Plains from 7 to 11 p.m. The Gala will
feature live music by the Moon Glow-
ers of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, a Tricky Tray, Silent Auction
and 50/50 Raffle. Tickets are $85 per
person and include cocktail hour,
passed appetizers and light fare.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Mu-
nicipal Alliance Committee (SPF
MAC) will be the recipient of a
portion of the proceeds of the
Mayor’s Gala. The alliance is a com-
munity-based organization dedi-
cated to a comprehensive and coor-
dinated effort on the prevention of
illegal use of alcohol and drugs.
SPF MAC main focus is on alcohol
abuse amongst our minors. MAC
has served our communities since
1988 supporting programs such as
Project Graduation, Think Purple
Week, and Student Leadership Con-
ference

Residents are urged to nominate
the hard-working volunteers that they
know and to return nominations to
Margaret Heisey in the manager’s
office by June 30. For questions,
please email
mheisey@scotchplainsnj.com.

County to Open Spray
Park at Wheeler on May 25

Bramnick Renews Push for
Meetings by State Officials

TRENTON – Assembly Republi-
can Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield) says more than
ever legislation requiring governor
and legislative leaders meet quarterly
and report to the public is needed.

“Joint efforts on both sides of the
aisle are extremely important to the
success of government,” Mr. Bramnick
said. “Corporations are required to hold
board of director meetings. The state
should also be required to report to the
people. I encourage the public to con-
tact their representatives urging them to
support the legislation.”

Mr. Bramnick’s bill, A-1959, spe-
cifically calls for the Senate president

and minority leader and Assembly
speaker and  minority leader to meet
with the governor at least once a
quarter of each calendar year to dis-
cuss the state of the state, pending
legislation, ideas for legislation, pub-
lic policy issues, and any matter of
interest to residents. Following a pri-
vate session, the meeting would be
open to the public where people could
ask questions. The leaders would also
issue a joint statement highlighting
their progress.

The bill was introduced January 9,
1918 and was assigned to the Assembly
State and Local Government Commit-
tee.

LINDEN — The Union County
Freeholder Board invites families and
residents to the grand opening of the
Wheeler Park Spray Park in Linden
on Saturday, May 25.Doors are open
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., and admission
is free. The Freeholders will hold a
ribbon-cutting at 1 p.m. All residents
are invited to attend. In the event of a
postponement due to weather, the rib-
bon cutting will be held the next day,
Sunday, May 26, at 1 p.m.

The spray park replaces the former
pool, which had been built in 1931
and witnessed a physical decline over
the past two decades. The spray park,
which is the largest of eight spray
facilities the county maintains in its
parks system, contains 33 above
ground attractions.

Wheeler Park. developed in 1925,
is located at Route 1 and 9 between
South Wood Avenue and South Stiles
Street.

SENSORY-FRIENDLY TRAIL...The Union County Department of Parks and
Recreation has received an achievement award from the National Association of
Counties in recognition of the county’s efforts to provide inclusive recreational
facilities for people with disabilities. The award cites the creation of a Sensory
Trail in the Watchung Reservation, pictured above, and a universal-access
playground in Mattano Park in Elizabeth.

Truck Fest Coming to
Warinanco on Sat.

COUNTY — The Freeholder
Board has announced that the
Warinanco Food Truck Festival and
Family Carnival will be held this Sat-
urday, May 18, from noon to 6 p.m.,
at Warinanco Sports Center in Roselle.

The event will feature over 20 ven-
dors, live music, inflatables, carnival
games, sports skills area, henna and
face painting. The cost is $5 per adult
and kids will be admitted for free.
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Human Rel. Panel Holds
Unity Achievement Awards

COUNTY — Nineteen individuals
and four organizations were recognized
by the Union County Human Relations
Commission at the 18th annual Unity
Achievement Award presentation held
May 6 at the Kean University STEM
Center in Union Township.

The award recipients were nomi-
nated and selected for their philan-
thropic and volunteer efforts, and
for fostering and promoting human
rights and dignity among the people
of Union County. Award categories
included achievements by a corpo-
rate/business enterprise, community
organization, nonprofit organization,
individual, member of law enforce-
ment, public servant, student, edu-
cator, clergy, faith-based organiza-
tion, military/veteran, and member
of the media.

“The commission is proud to recog-
nize our local role models who dedi-
cate themselves to helping others and
strengthening our communities,” Com-
missioner Co-Chair Jo Ann Hamilton
said. “These regular people do ex-
traordinary things to make others’ lives
better, and the evening’s presentation
highlights all of the good that is being
accomplished in Union County.”

The mission of the Union County
Human Relations Commission is to
actively encourage, develop, promote,
and strengthen respect for human
rights and cultural diversity among
the people of Union County.

“We received approximately 225
pages worth of nominating materials
for this year’s awards, serving as a
moving and powerful reminder of just
how much good is being done right
here in our home county,” said the
commission’s other co-chair, Union
County Prosecutor’s Office Director
of Communications Mark Spivey.

The recipients of the 2019 Unity
Achievement Awards included:

Nancy Polow, (Business Enterprise);
Norma Bowe, professor, Kean
University’s Be the Change Organiza-
tion (Community Organization); So-
cial Justice Matters, Judge Leland
McGee and Rabbi Joel Abraham
(Community Organization); Liam’s
Room, Peter and Lisa McNamara
(Nonprofit Organization); Family
Promise, Karen Olson (NonProfit
Organization); Betsy LaVela (Indi-
vidual); Sgt. Margarita D’Avella,
Union County Prosecutor’s Office
(Law Enforcement); Sgt. Dennis
Carovillano, New Providence Police
Department (Law Enforcement); Bette
Jane Kowalski, chair, Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders (Public
Service);

Chelsea K. Young, Plainfield High
School (Student); Frank Stebbins, Arthur
L. Johnson High School, Clark, (Educa-
tor); James Silkensen, United States
Army Veteran (Military/Veteran); Don
Sweeney/The Cranford 86 Project (Mili-
tary/Veteran); Lockey Maisonneuve,
author, “A Girl Raised By Wolves” (Spe-
cial Achievement); The Prom Dress
Project, Plainfield, ShonTe Smith and
Ashlee Jackson (Special Schievement);
and Jennifer Popper, Editor, TAPinto
Plainfield (Media).

Paula Rodriguez Rust, Spectrum
Diversity LLC, who received a Unity
Achievement Award in 2013, was also
honored. She has served as an instruc-
tor for several of the commission’s
training initiatives and public forums,
including bullying and cyberbullying
awareness and prevention training.

The commission was created by
the Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice in 1991.

The commission is actively seek-
ing individuals who represent Union
County’s 21 towns to serve as com-
missioners. If interested in becoming
a member, please email
uchrc@ucnj.org.

Nominations are now open for the
2020 Unity Achievement Awards. For
more information please visit
www.ucnj.org/uchrc.

Union County Hiring
Per Diem EMTs

COUNTY – The Union County
Division of Emergency Medical Ser-
vices is hiring per diem EMTs. In-
terested applicants can attend an
open application event on Satur-
day, June 8, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
to submit their application, and sit
for a pre-employment written test,
skill stations and interview in the
same visit.

Space is limited and pre-regis-
tration is required at ucnj.org/
ems-apps. Registered candidates
will receive additional details by
email.

Wellbrock to Be Keynote at
Women Mean Bus. Seminar
COUNTY – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders invites
women who own or manage a busi-
ness or nonprofit organization in
Union County to attend the Free-
holder Board’s seventh annual Union
County Women Mean Business skill
building seminar and networking
event on Wednesday, May 22 at the
Clubhouse at Union County’s Gal-
loping Hill Golf Course in
Kenilworth.

This year’s keynote speaker is
Linda Wellbrock, chief executive
officer and founder of Leading
Women Entrepreneurs. Breakout
sessions will cover resilience, beat-
ing bad habits, personal branding,
and more.

“We have seen interest in the Union
County Women Means Business
grow over the years, and last year
more than 260 accomplished, ambi-
tious women attended,” Freeholder
Chair Bette Jane Kowalski said. “Our
goal is to help build the next genera-
tion of women leaders in our com-
munity by facilitating peer network-
ing, skill building and personal de-
velopment.”

Ms. Wellbrock has a lifetime of
experience in advocating for women
entrepreneurs, including work with
non-profits and other organizations
focused on the environment, educa-
tion, health care, youth and family
services, as well as the arts and trans-
Atlantic relations.

She created Leading Women En-
trepreneurs as a platform for recog-
nizing women’s leadership, and she
is currently secretary and charter
member of The Climate Reality Ac-
tion Fund founded by former Vice-
President Al Gore.

Sponsors of Union County Women
Mean Business this year are JCT
Solutions, KemperSports, Winning
Strategies Washington, Suplee,
Clooney and Company, Tropic Tint-
ing and Southwest. Union County
Women Mean Business has also
partnered with the nonprofit organi-
zation Period, which works nation-
ally to ensure that menstrual prod-
ucts are available to those who need
them.

Union County Women Mean Busi-
ness has also partnered with the non-
profit organization Period, which
works nationally to ensure that men-
strual products are available to those
who need them.

In support of Period, Union County
Women Mean Business attendees are
requested to bring a sanitary item for
donation during registration the day

of the event. Those who bring an item
for donation will receive an addi-
tional raffle ticket.

Pre-registrat ion for Union
County Women Means Business is
required, by visiting ucnj.org/
ucmb. The $40 cost per person
includes a networking breakfast,
two breakout sessions, lunch and a
chance to win prizes.

When registering, attendees can
also indicate their interest in partici-
pating in an interactive golf clinic
following the event. The clinic is de-
signed to enable more women to en-
gage with the social and networking
opportunities that take place on the
golf course.

Pre-registration for the clinic is re-
quired and a separate fee of $20 ap-
plies.

For full details about the Union
County Means Business event, in-
cluding schedules and speaker biog-
raphies, visit ucnj.org/ucmb.

CELEBRATING WOMEN OFFICIALS...Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco, left,
was honored on May 3 by Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th,
Trenton), right, at the Shiloh Baptist Church in Trenton as part of the event
"Becoming: A Celebration of Women Elected Officials."

HALL OF FAME FREEHOLDER...Union County Freeholder Vice-Chairman
Alexander Mirabella was inducted into the New Jersey Association of Counties’
inaugural Freeholder Hall of Fame during its annual meeting in Atlantic City earlier this
month. Inductees are chosen for their leadership, commitment to county government,
and 20 years of public service. Mr. Mirabella was first elected to the board in 1997.

Town Hall to Be Held
On Opioid Epidemic

COUNTY – The Public Safety
Committee of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders invites

all members of the public, and all
community stakeholders, to attend a
countywide Town Hall-style meeting
on the opioid epidemic.

The meeting, titled “The Opioid
Epidemic: Silently Affecting Our
Community,” will be held on Tues-
day, May 21, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30
p.m. at the McManus School audito-
rium, 300 Edgewood Road, Linden.
It is designed to provide the public
with an open discussion about the
scope and nature of opioid abuse in
Union County and an assessment of
the tools that are available to fight it.

The Public Safety Committee and
members of the public will hear re-
ports from Union County law enforce-
ment, public officials and profession-
als, including representatives from the
nonprofit organization Prevention
Links and other stakeholders.

For more information, contact Karen
Dinsmore, assistant director of the
Union County Department of Human
Services, kdinsmore@ucnj.org or
(908) 527-4809.

 Linda Wellbrock

Correction
An article on page 3 of the May 9

issue regarding a roundtable held by
members of Congress to discuss the
Gateway Tunnel project should have
identified Congressman Tom
Malinowski as a Democrat. We apolo-
gize for the error.
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Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

Policy on Political
Endorsements

The newspaper will publish politi-
cal endorsements in its online media,
available with download of the news-
paper at www.goleader.com. Submit-
tals should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com.

Those who would like their politi-
cal endorsements also published in
the printed newspaper can do so by
using the paid service at https://
w w w . g o l e a d e r . c o m / f o r m /
bulletin.htm.

We publish letters to the editor in
the printed newspaper on issues of
importance to our readers at the dis-
cretion of the editors.

Private Business Should Not Profit
From Public Parkland

Why do the Union County Free-
holders and County Manager Ed
Oatman allow a private business to
operate on taxpayer-funded Union
County parkland? I’m talking about
the River and Rail Cantina in Cranford
that sits next to the Rahway River
Parkway.

What was once lovely public
parkland has been turned into an
eroded dustbowl and gaming field for
the restaurant’s customers. It is cov-
ered with plastic games, cigarette
butts, broken glass, bottle caps and
plastic drinking straws despite being
adjacent to the Rahway River.

That is all county parkland that
exists to absorb rainwater, supported

by our tax dollars. The restaurant
does not rent that land. The Cranford
Township Committee, Freeholder
Chair Bette Jane Kowalski, and the
rest of the Union County Freehold-
ers, should demand it be restored to
its former beauty.

The owners of River and Rail should
volunteer for an immediate clean up
and resowing of the county land they
have eroded. If they refuse, their land-
lords or the county should charge
them for the clean up. Private busi-
ness should not profit from public
land.

Steve Russo
Garwood

The Catholic Church Must Deal
With Much In The Modern World

Dear Pope Francis: Maybe It’s Time
to Join Pope Benedict But in the Mean-
time…

In Ecclesiastes it is written that for
everything there is a season, and maybe
your season as pope should be nearing
closure. The reason? Inexorable, sweep-
ing and infiltrating technologies and
communication methodologies are, vir-
tually unopposed, altering the nature of
mankind. Both must be understood be-
fore being confronted in order for the
core Judeo Christian message, the sa-
cred value of a human being, to survive.
The Catholic Church must deal with
genetic engineering, gender transforma-
tion, artificial intelligence,
transhumanism, virtual reality, robots to
replace humans and apps and algorithms
for most human actions. For puzzling
reasons, chimera technology, the trans-
plantation of human body parts into a
pig to grow human organs, particularly
struck my worry bone. I immediately
thought of some maverick scientist some-
where now doing the opposite!

Father Francis, unfortunately, you’re
my age where the capacity to handle the
overwhelming aforementioned is no
more. Also, as a physician I’ve observed
your fading smile, a weak, hardly au-
dible monotone voice as you read your
spiritual messages and unsteady gait –
hardly manifestations of energy and in-
spiration. A change in the nature of the
Papacy is desperately needed. Future
popes must be younger with high energy
levels and gifted with the capacity to
grasp the forces of modernity. A cre-
ative, forceful and inspiring personality
such as Henry V comes to mind. At the
victorious Battle of Agincourt, he dra-
matically changed the nature of warfare
with long bows, pointed wooden stakes
and broke the laws of chivalry by killing
the enemy knights instead of tradition-
ally holding them as prisoners. This
younger pope must create a new multi-
talented team, which covers the broad
spectrum of change. And because of the
rapidity and breadth of changing tech-
nology, one cannot expect even the
brightest of popes to keep up with it. The
solution? Term limits! Complicated as it
is – and it is extraordinarily complicated

– it makes compelling sense. What else?
Just stand by while losing the battle over
the hearts and minds of humanity?

Unfortunately, time is a-flying for the
undermining of religion and God’s ex-
istence is accelerating. The encouraging
news is that a successful counterattack is
eminently doable if one understands the
clever dynamics behind the attack.
Firstly, the connection between religion
and God is the fatal flaw for religion is
no match for technology. Attacking reli-
gion, pari passu, leads to persuasive
spurious attacks on God’s existence. For
example, the Bible, the foundation of
Judeo Christian religions is being in-
creasingly criticized as an historical
document and thereby losing its influ-
ence. How many times has a college
student cynically wondered how Noah
could possibly place all those creatures
in a single ark. Speaking of Noah, some-
one recently encountered a man who
believed that Joan of Arc was Noah’s
wife and a woman who believed Sodom
and Gomorrah was a happily married
couple!

To repeat, the existence of God is the
foundation of religion, not the other way
around. And the evidence of such a
being far outweighs that of his non-
existence. Evolution, the origins of the
universe and the trillions of signals in
the human body, which elude mathemati-
cal interpretation persuasively support
this argument. But the Church’s Jesuits,
Dominicans, approximately 5,000 bish-
ops and 400,000 priests have mysteri-
ously – unforgivingly? – missed this
critical dynamic

Father Francis, your heartfelt mes-
sages of love and caring for the poor, let
alone the magnificent sacramental ritu-
als such as the partaking of the Eucha-
rist, are losing the battle. It’s war time so
go forward and arm your warriors with
long bows and pointed stakes and forget
about chivalry. And, like no other, you
have the enormous human resources in
your Church to spread their now folded
wings to lead the way.

In the meantime, don’t forget the need
for term limits!

Stephen DeFelice
Westfield

The Westfield Board Of Health
Met On May 6, 2019

Concerning the epidemic of
measles in the state, the board will
continue to vigorously promote vac-
cinations to prevent this deadly dis-
ease. Since vaccinations are so effec-
tive, people forget what it was really
like when measles caused an average
of 6,000 deaths, 1,000 cases of en-
cephalitis and 48,000 hospitalizations
each year. We strongly support a pro-
posed state law to require measles
vaccinations for school entry, except
for documented medical
contraindications, and encourage our
elected representatives to join us.

Concerning the epidemic of vaping
among adolescents and children, the
board agreed to develop regulations
to license the addictive nicotine liq-
uid pods, in addition to the delivery
devices, to further control their sale
in town. According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, one-
fifth of high school students and 5
percent of middle-school students cur-
rently use addictive e-cigarettes and
over two-thirds use flavored variet-
ies. We will further discuss whether
to ban the flavored nicotine pods.

Rabies is a continuing presence in
Union County. It occurs most often in
wildlife, particularly raccoons, bats,
skunks, groundhogs and foxes. How-
ever, cats account for most of the
rabies among domestic animals.
Therefore, you must license your dogs
and cats and protect them with vacci-
nations against rabies. You can obtain
the license application through the
Town Clerk’s office, which can be
reached at (908) 789-4030. An owner
of an unlicensed or unvaccinated dog
or cat will be issued a summons.

In March, there were two reports of
animal bites in town. Please protect
the community through proper leash-

ing. Also, please clean up after your
pet since we all share our streets.

Twelve pre-school immunization
audits were completed in March and
April. Altogether, records for 1,417
children were reviewed. Initial com-
pliance rates ranged between 68 per-
cent and 100 percent for three pro-
grams. Nine programs were coun-
seled. Seven of the eight reaudited in
April were 100 percent compliant
and one was 99 percent. One program
will be reaudited in May. The board
appreciates the cooperation of the
parents, preschools and school nurses
to best protect all our children, in-
cluding those who cannot be vacci-
nated due to medical
contraindications.

In addition, with the support of the
mayor and town council, we will in-
crease our efforts to educate residents
concerning health issues. We plan to
better share facts to prevent commu-
nicable diseases, such as measles and
influenza, chronic diseases, addic-
tions, such as vaping and opiates, and
injuries, especially among pedestri-
ans. Current cancer screening pro-
grams are available through the New
Jersey Cancer Education and Early
Detection Program at (908) 241-5222.

Information about all of the
Westfield Regional Health
Department’s activities is available
on its website https://
www.westfieldnj.gov/health. The
complete minutes of the May 6 meet-
ing will be posted after review and
approval at our Monday, June 3 meet-
ing, which starts at 5:30 p.m. in the
municipal building. The public is in-
vited to attend.

Lawrence Budnick, MD, MPH
President, Westfield Board of Health

Westfield

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

First Amendment
Clarification

Last week’s issue [Westfield
Leader] indicated that I “asked the
town council not to allow lawn signs
during political campaign season.”
Actually, I recommended a friendly
agreement between the political par-
ties, to refrain from using lawn signs.

Any town council action regarding
lawn signs would violate the First
Amendment of the United States Con-
stitution and a corresponding provi-
sion of the New Jersey Constitution.
Thus, the appropriate way of dealing
with this matter is a friendly agree-
ment between the political parties.

Kenneth Macritchie
Red Bank

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Kibe – A crack or chap in the flesh

caused by cold
2. Despumation – The act of skimming

or scumming
3. Garran – A small work-horse
4. Eyra – A reddish or chestnut-col-

ored wildcat of Central and South America

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SUCCOR
1. Aid or assist
2. Scatter
3. Discontent
4. Poise; dignity

ONEIROSCOPIST
1. A snake charmer
2. One who interprets dreams
3. A wine taster or expert
4. A hypnotist

SUDOR
1. Thick or hard
2. A freed slave
3. Sweat or perspiration
4. The male falcon

WYNKERNEL
1. A surplus in supplies, materials, etc.
2. The European water hen
3. A cornfield
4. Corn meal, mush

State Needs to Address Impact
Of ‘Builder’s Remedy’ on Towns

Legislation sitting in a committee since it was intro-
duced January 9, 2018 would address the upper hand
builders in New Jersey have over towns in filing “builder’s
remedy” lawsuits. These suits are filed against munici-
palities that have failed to meet their court-approved
obligations of providing affordable housing.

A-1650 and ACR-79 would eliminate the builder’s rem-
edy by law and constitutional amendment, “saving towns
millions of dollars they don’t have and helping keep prop-
erty taxes in check,” according to an Assembly Republi-
cans’ press release. The legislation was assigned to the Asm.
Housing and Community Development Committee where
it has stayed since its introduction. Senate and Assembly
bills were introduced in the 2016-2017 Legislative Session,
but never advanced out of committees.

According to a press release from Assembly Republi-
cans, “The so-called builder’s remedy allows developers
to sue municipalities and force massive residential devel-
opment with only a small percentage to be used for
affordable housing. It forces towns to unnecessarily build
four times more homes than mandated.”

“The builder’s remedy has been very troubling because
it doesn’t build enough affordable housing while it creates
this high-density suburban sprawl,” said Assemblywoman
Nancy Muñoz (R-21st, Summit) during last week’s As-
sembly Budget Committee hearing on the 2019 state
budget. Asw. Muñoz is co-sponsoring the above legisla-
tion.

She said a 37.5-percent population growth would be
required to meet that supply of 285,000 new affordable
units over the next five years as approved by the New
Jersey Supreme Court in 2017.

“Those nearly 300,000 units would force more than 1.4
million new homes to be constructed,” according to the
release.

Republicans pointed out that a Rutgers University study
on population growth revealed that the state population is
only supposed to increase .3 percent annually, or 219,000
in total by 2026. New data will be coming out following
the completion of the 2020 Census.

“We’re going to have more units built than we’re going
to have people coming into the state,” said Asw. Muñoz,
noting that the builder’s remedy could create “a building
glut that ultimately may collapse the housing market in the
State of New Jersey.”

As we have been reporting, there are large develop-
ments either under construction or proposed in our area
that will bring thousands of new housing units to the area.
This will put a strain on our public-school systems and
emergency services, while creating gridlock at peak com-
muting times on our roadways, trains and buses.

Under the bill proposed by Republicans, the legislation
declares “that the use of the builder’s remedy, as a method
of achieving fair share housing, has been contrary to the
public interest and public policy goals in that it resulted in
the development of extraordinary amounts of market-rate
housing in densely-populated regions, while producing
comparatively little affordable housing to the overall
detriment of specific communities and the state as a
whole.”

Governor Phil Murphy and his administration appar-
ently are not interested in addressing builder’s remedy.

“I have not been privy, nor have I participated in any
discussions with anyone within the administration or with
any external entities who have expressed any interest in
addressing the builder’s remedy,” Lieutenant Governor
Sheila Oliver testified before the Assembly Budget Com-
mittee last week. She also serves as commissioner of the
Department of Community Affairs, which oversees hous-
ing issues across the state.

Saluting the Heroes Among Us
During National EMS Week

We witness their heroism and humanity every day,
under every imaginable circumstance, and for which they
often receive no fiscal reward. We know their names and
their faces, and they know ours, because their ranks
frequently include our family members, friends and neigh-
bors. Who are these exceptional men and women in our
midst? Our Emergency Medical Service (EMS) members.

National EMS Week will take place this year from
May 19 to 25, according to naemt.org, the website of the
National Association of Emergency Medical Techni-
cians. President Gerald Ford established the week in
1974 to laud the key role EMS personnel play in the
overall health of a community.

The 2019 theme for EMS Week, “Beyond the Call,” is
one we feel truly reflects the year-round commitment of
our local emergency response units. Twenty-four hours
a day, 365 days a year, they provide the critical conduit
between the scene of an emergency and a medical facil-
ity. EMS responders faithfully fulfill their oath under the
most extreme weather conditions, while dealing with
many facets of human behavior they encounter in the
performance of their duties, and sometimes at the risk of
their own safety or lives.

The rescue squads that serve our immediate area have
been a fixture in their communities for generations —
longevity made even more distinguished when consider-
ing how many of these units are exclusively staffed by
volunteers. These include the squads of Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Mountainside, Cranford, Garwood,
Clark, Berkeley Heights and Summit.

The Garwood First Aid Squad celebrates its 80th anni-

versary this year, a milestone reached by both the Scotch
Plains and Mountainside squads within the past two years.
The Clark and Berkeley Heights units have each been in
existence for over 75 years; Fanwood follows close with
71 years. The Westfield and Cranford squads have served
for more than 65 years each, while Summit’s squad has
answered calls for 55.

Some of our “hometown heroes” have been members of
their local rescue squad for decades, and for some, squad
service has become a family tradition, with several gen-
erations on board. Our squads also offer opportunities for
teens to participate and learn emergency-response tech-
niques, which not only build skills and confidence but can
pave the way to future careers and/or community service.

Yet rescue squads today continue to face the dual
challenges of retaining enough members to cover all shifts
and sufficient funds to support their crucial operations.
The demands of modern life have left less hours available
for volunteer pursuits, especially in the daytime. Addi-
tionally, squads often rely solely on community donations
to cover the cost of maintaining their headquarters and
ambulances, clothing and equipment needs, as well as
providing training.

As we mark the 45th anniversary of National EMS
Week, we encourage our readers to join us in thanking the
members of all our rescue squads for their dedication,
service and sacrifice. We also urge residents of our com-
munities to support the life-saving mission of these orga-
nizations by considering volunteering or making a dona-
tion. Either way, it will be one of the best investments you
could ever make. Residential Power Lines

The voltage of a local transmission
line is 13,800 volts. This voltage is
then lowered even further to between
220 and 440 volts for industrial use
and from 120 to 240 volts for com-
mercial and residential customers.

What is a 69 kV Line?
Subtransmission lines carry volt-

ages reduced from the major trans-
mission line system. Typically, 34.5
kv to 69 kv, this power is sent to
regional distribution substations.
Sometimes the voltage is tapped along
the way for use in industrial or large
commercial operations.
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Bramnick: Democrats Have
Passed 135 New Taxes Since 2002

TRENTON — How many new
taxes have been passed since the
Democrats took control of the Legis-
lature? Assembly Republican Minor-
ity Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) rolled out a 14-foot list of
135 taxes passed since 2002 in a
Republican web ad posted last week.

“Do you realize in the last two
years, under the leadership of Gover-
nor Murphy and the Democrats, they
raised state spending by 11 percent,”
Mr. Bramnick said. “Add that to the
135 new taxes. Is there any question
why New Jersey is becoming totally
unaffordable?”

Since taping, Gov. Murphy signed
the 136th tax hike – a $155 foreclo-
sure filing fee that will be passed onto
mortgage borrowers. The new taxes,
which include those on clothing, car-
peting, parking and the rain, total
$10.9 billion.

“The only way we can make this
state more affordable is to stop rais-
ing hundreds of taxes,” said Mr.

Bramnick. “We as Republicans will
not do that.”

The Bramnick video discusses Re-
publican measures to create a more
competitive NJ and correct the
affordability crisis facing residents
and businesses. They include limit-
ing state spending to 2 percent (the
cap for municipalities), reducing state
income tax by 10 percent and allow-
ing a full deduction of property taxes.

“The Republican Assembly is ready
to pass some new laws,” said Mr.
Bramnick. “Not new taxes, new laws.”

New Jersey currently has the most
burdensome tax code according to
the Tax Foundation, and ranks third
for the highest individual income tax
rate in the country at 10.75 percent,
just below Hawaii and California.

New Jersey also has the highest
property taxes in the nation.

“Let’s work together. Let’s make
some changes so we can all stay and
live in a state that we love – the State
of New Jersey,” Mr. Bramnick said.

Cryan Bill Allows Libraries to Have
Narcan For Drug Overdose Treatment

Dr. Nancy Polow is awarded the 2019 Unity Achievement Award.

Dr. Nancy Polow Is Awarded
2019 Unity Achievement Award

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains resident Dr. Nancy Polow,
Owner/Director of Suburban Speech
Center, Short Hills, N.J., was awarded
the 2019 Unity Achievement Award
by the Union County Human Rela-
tions Commission (UCHRC) on Mon-
day, May 6, 2019.

The Unity Achievement Awards
were established eighteen years ago
to recognize Union County individu-
als and businesses that distinguish
themselves in the area of
volunteerism, public service, and the
promotion of human rights.

Dr. Polow established Suburban
Speech Center, Short Hills, N.J., 40
years ago and has served as director
since that time. The Center has re-
ceived national and statewide recog-
nition for its achievements and ser-
vice to the community.

It has been the mission of Subur-
ban Speech Center to increase pub-
lic awareness of the importance of
early identification and treatment of
speech-language disorders in chil-
dren from ages 18 months through
17 years old. The Center is instru-
mental in educating the community
about guidelines for speech and lan-
guage development through lectur-
ing to nursery schools, meeting with
doctors, and offering speech-lan-
guage screenings. Suburban Speech
Center demonstrates its commitment
to community involvement through
participation in local programs,
events and services throughout New
Jersey. This includes participation
in the annual Childhood Apraxia of

Speech Walk/Run as well as numer-
ous events sponsored by Autism
Speaks.

Dr. Nancy Polow has been an ac-
tive voice and contributed thousands
of volunteer hours to the New Jersey
Speech Language Hearing Associa-
tion (NJSHA) and the American
Speech Language Hearing Associa-
tion (ASHA) that advanced the pro-
fession on local, state and national
levels. Suburban Speech Center was
selected by the New Jersey Speech-
Language-Hearing Association to re-
ceive its “Program of the Year” award
for its outstanding outreach preschool
program in the community, the
“President’s Award for Excellence,”
and the “Outstanding Achievement”
award. Dr. Polow’s latest honor was
the “New Jersey Governor’s Jefferson
Award” in 2018.

Dr. Polow was responsible for some
of New Jersey’s most significant pro-
fessional developments. During her
term as President for the New Jersey
Speech and Hearing Association
(NJSHA), she coordinated and imple-
mented political and legislative ac-
tivities necessary for the passage of
the state’s licensure law for speech-
language pathologists and audiolo-
gists. Her work with Governor Tho-
mas Kean was instrumental and led to
the passage of the licensure bill in
1984, establishing professional
credentialing for New Jersey speech-
language pathologists.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

TRENTON – Acting to help counter
the tragic number of overdose deaths
fueled by the opioid epidemic, a Sen-
ate committee has approved a bill
authored by state Senator Joe Cryan
(D-20th, Union) that would allow
public libraries to keep supplies of
life-saving Narcan available.

The bill, S-2321, approved by the
Senate Health, Human Services and
Senior Citizens Committee, would
authorize librarians and other library
employees to be trained and equipped
with the opioid antidote in order to
treat overdose victims.

“Narcan can be the difference be-
tween life and death for someone
experiencing an overdose, so it’s im-
portant that it’s readily available,”
Senator Cryan said. “Libraries are
gathering centers for a community, so
it is common sense that they are pre-
pared to respond to these emergen-
cies. There have been an alarming
number of overdoses at libraries
throughout the country and we have

also seen a growing number of lives
saved by library staff who acted
quickly with naloxone spray.”

Narcan is the brand name for Nalox-
one, an easily administered aerosol
spray that rapidly reverses opioid
overdoses.

“The opioid crisis in our country is
not confined to dark alleys or areas
beneath bridges,” Senator Cryan said.
“It is a tragedy that is taking lives in
suburban, urban and rural communi-
ties and it has found its way into and
near public libraries.”

This bill would permit public librar-
ies with at least one employee trained
to administer the medicine to obtain
supplies of Narcan through a standing
order or from a pharmacist, and keep
it stored in a secured location. And the
bill would authorize the state commis-
sioner of human services to establish a
grant program to assist the libraries
with the costs and would provide im-
munity from liability for the “good
faith acts” of the libraries and staff.

Officials Implored to Support Rail
Line Route For 69kV Power

Over the past few weeks, we have
been sharing our information and
thoughts with Councilman David
Contract and Councilman Doug
Stokes as they engage PSE&G on
Westfield’s behalf with the aim of
achieving the best possible solution
for our town. No Monster Power Lines
– Westfield appreciate our on-going
dialogue with them.

At the same time, we have been in
communication with leadership from
No High Voltage Cranford, a citizen
group similar to ours that was formed
after learning of PSE&G’s plan to run
the same 69kv line through an entirely
residential neighborhood in Cranford.
Based on our communications with
our Cranford counterparts and public
statements made by Cranford Mayor
Patrick Giblin, we understand that
Cranford’s Township Committee is
proposing a resolution encouraging
PSE&G’s serious consideration of
routing the 69kv line and poles down
the Conrail freight train tracks where
there is an 230kv line. PSE&G indi-
cated that they are “seriously explor-
ing” this possibility and will have a
response in two to three weeks.

If this route completely follows the
existing 230kv line between Aldene
substation in Cranford and Front
Street substation in Scotch Plains (via

Conrail tracks and Ash Brook Reser-
vation), this solution would result in
entirely avoiding our residential
streets as well as South Avenue. No
doubt, a wonderful solution for
Westfield if this project has to happen
at all. This would also spare any new
homes, businesses, schools, and parks
from being affected in Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Garwood and Cranford.

We implore Westfield town offi-
cials to contact PSE&G and express
support for this proposal on the con-
dition that the 69kv lines do not go
along any streets in Westfield (in-
cluding not going down Lamberts
Mill Road, which serves as the border
between Westfield and Scotch Plains).

We also encourage everyone to at-
tend the Union County Freeholders
meeting this Thursday, May 16 at 7
p.m., as we intend to inform them of
what’s been happening regarding the
69kv project to gain their support.
The Freeholders meeting is held at
Freeholders’ Meeting Room, Admin-
istration Building, 10 Elizabethtown
Plaza, 6th Floor, Elizabeth.

As a reminder about what’s at stake,
we’re attaching a picture of these
monster power lines running down
the streets of Scotch Plains.

David Krieger
Westfield

69 KV  Power Line Poles

Courtesy Jim Lowney/County of Union
CLERKS WEEK...Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi hosted members of the
Union County Municipal Clerks Association at the county clerk’s annual appre-
ciation luncheon in honor of Municipal Clerks Week. This year’s luncheon was
held at the Community Food Bank in Hillside.

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Top row standing: Jennifer L. Young, Esq., Catherine A. Manino, Esq.

Bottom row sitting: Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates
All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child
support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,

palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong. 

Sometimes it’s letting go.

Westfield • Summit • Red Bank • New York • Philadelphia
lindabury.com

With more than 60 years of service within the communities in which we live and work, 

our family law attorneys have the resources and experience to guide you through the 

complex process of divorce.

Divorce • Child Support • Alimony • Custody • Children with Special Needs 

Post-judgment Modifications • Retirement & Pension • Relocation

James McGlew II, Esq. 

908.233.6800

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

IS YOUR RETIREMENT INCOME AT RISK? 
UNDERSTANDING TODAY’S RETIREMENT RED ZONE® CHALLENGES

This workshop will help you:
• Understand the major challenges 

in the Retirement Red Zone
• Discover potential solutions that 

can help address these challenges 
• Consider a strategy that can help 

provide guaranteed retirement 
income with a variable annuity 
available from Prudential 
companies

Prudential Annuities is providing
this workshop for informational or
educational purposes only and does
not provide investment advice or rec-
ommendations about managing or in-
vesting your retirement savings.

Investment and Insurance Products are: 
• Not FDIC insured • Not insured by any federal government agency
• Not a deposit or other obligation of, or guaranteed by, the bank or any of its affiliates 
• Subject to investment risks, including possible loss of the principal amount invested

May 30th 2019
6:00pm – 8:00pm

ECHO LAKE COUNTRY CLUB
515 Springfield Ave, Westfield, NJ 07090

Space is limited! RSVP today:
JAMES MARINO 908-232-2825 or

Email: James.marino@prudential.com
Dinner will be served

HOSTED BY: James Marino & Craig Louiselle, Financial Advisors
GUEST SPEAKER: Gary Woodward, V.P. Prudential Annuities

You are invited to a valuable retirement income planning workshop

Useful Information, It is there at www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date and Customer ID are printed on your

mailing label.)
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– Obituaries –

Gail H. Kellogg

Gail H. Kellogg, 72, Was LPN;
Former Resident of Fanwood

Gail H. Kellogg, 72, of Bay Head,
N.J., passed away on Wednesday,
May 8, 2019, surrounded by her
family.

Born in Cooperstown,
N.Y., she was raised there
and in Greene, N.Y. She
lived in Fanwood, N.J.,
before moving to Bay
Head in 2005. She was
predeceased by her par-
ents, Norman and Evelyn
Holcomb, and by her sis-
ter, Barbara Coffinger of
Greenwich, N.Y.

Gail was a licensed
practical nurse, receiv-
ing her training at C.S.
Wilson School of Nurs-
ing in Johnson City, N.Y.

She is survived by her husband of 52
years, David Kellogg; her daughters,
Katherine (Bill) DiAntonio of Milford,
Mass. and Kimberly (Chris)
McAlindin of Fanwood, N.J.; her sons,
Adam (Diane) Kellogg of Wyckoff,
N.J. and Aaron “Gus” (Jenni) Kellogg
of Fanwood, N.J.; eleven grandchil-
dren, and several nieces and nephews.

Gail was a member of the Bay

Head Yacht Club, the Metedeconk
chapter of Questers International,
and the All Saints Church in Bay
Head. An avid collector of many

things, she was an inspi-
ration to all who knew
her. Her warm, outgoing
and sparkling personal-
ity endeared her to ev-
eryone she met. She was
a people person who
genuinely enjoyed social-
izing with others.

A memorial service cel-
ebrating her life will be
held at the All Saints
Church, 500 Lake Av-
enue, Bay Head, on Fri-
day, May 17, at 11 a.m.
The family will greet

friends at a reception following the
service at the Bay Head Yacht Club.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions can be made to the All Saints
Church or the BHYC Foundation.
Colonial Funeral Home of Brick, N.J.,
is in charge of the arrangements. Con-
dolences can be sent to the family at
www.colonialfuneralgroup.com.
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Peter ‘Skeets’ Kuzmuk, 94,
Loved By Family and Friends

Peter “Skeets”Kuzmuk

Peter “Skeets” Kuzmuk, 94, of
Scotch Plains, N.J., passed away on
Saturday, March 9, 2019, at
Hackettstown Regional
Medical Center in
Hackettstown, N.J. Pe-
ter was born February
25, 1925 in Bayonne,
N.J., to the late Nicholas
and Anna Kuzmuk. In
addition to his parents,
Peter is preceded in
death by his wife, Eliza-
beth Kuzmuk.

Peter served proudly
in the U.S. Navy dur-
ing World War II in the
Seabees. After moving
to Scotch Plains, he was employed
as a sheet metal worker, Local 25,
for many years. He served as Post
Commander of the Springfield VFW
from 2002 to 2006, and was a mem-
ber of the American Legion Post
No. 3 in Westfield. Peter served as

president of the AARP as well as
their chairperson on the Commu-
nity Service Committee, helping to

provide items for the
Westfield Food Pantry.
Later, he served as the
first vice president. For
many years, Peter was the
president of the Ameri-
can Junior Bowling Con-
gress as well as the man-
ager of Echo Lanes in
Mountainside, N.J.

Peter is survived by his
daughter, Barbara Banes,
and her husband, Patrick;
his granddaughter,
Danielle Banes, and his

two-year-old twin great-granddaugh-
ters, Skylar Blake and Zya Autumn.

A celebration of his life will be held
at the American Legion Hall in
Westfield, N.J., on Saturday, June 15,
2019, starting at 1 p.m.
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Linda Lartaud
Joins the Life Eternal

Linda Lartaud

Linda Lartaud joined the life eter-
nal on Friday, April 19, 2019, in
Charleston, S.C.

She was born Linda
Tiffany in Des Moines,
Iowa, on July 18, 1944,
and grew up in the Chi-
cago suburb of Wilmette,
Ill. After graduating from
New Trier High School
and Washington Univer-
sity she moved to New
York City, where she
worked in Human Re-
sources. While in New
York she met her future
husband, David Lartaud.
They were married in July
1979 and moved to
Westfield, N.J., where they lived for
30 years, raising a family.

Linda worked at the Crescent Av-
enue Presbyterian Church in
Plainfield, N.J. She was the office
manager for 16 years and was very
active in The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. After retiring, she and

David moved to Mount Pleasant, S.C.,
where she enjoyed her book group,
PEO, traveling, and a fun group called

Women Who Wine.
Linda is survived by

one son, Derek; her
spouse, David; an older
sister, Terry Sullivan, of
Vero Beach, Fla., and
many dear friends.

A service of remem-
brance will be held Sat-
urday, June 1, at 11 a.m.,
in the chapel of The Pres-
byterian Church in
Westfield, 140 Moun-
tain Avenue, Westfield,
N.J. Her cremains will
be privately interred at

the Presbyterian Church Burial
Grounds in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations in her
name may be made to: Alzheimer’s
Association South Carolina Chapter,
901 Pine Street (lower level),
Spartanburg, S.C. 29302.
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June Catherine Jaffee Mastrian, 91,
Enjoyed Family, the Arts, Traveling

June C. Mastrian

June Catherine Jaffee Mastrian
passed away peacefully
on Wednesday, May 8,
2019, with her family
by her side. Born and
raised in Westfield, she
had resided in
Plainfield since 1952.
She was in her 91st year.

June was a former
member of the First
Bapt is t  Church of
Westfield and also at-
tended the Hydewood
Park Baptist Church in
North Plainfield. She
enjoyed the arts and
traveling and will be
remembered for her kindness and

love of family.
She was predeceased by her hus-

band, Frank, who died in
2006. Surviving are her son,
Mark Mastrian; her daugh-
ter, Karen Mastrian, and
her sister, Barbara Horner.

Services were held at
Memorial  Funeral
Home, 155 South Av-
enue, Fanwood, on Mon-
day, May 13. Interment
followed at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

For additional infor-
mation or to sign the
guestbook,  v is i t
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court
Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

Columbia Bank Receives A+ Rating
For Deposit Accounts

FAIR LAWN — Thomas J. Kemly,
President and CEO of Columbia
Bank, is pleased to announce that the
bank has been named to the “2019
Top 200 List of Healthiest Banks in
the United States.” The special rec-
ognition was based on an indepen-
dent financial analysis conducted by
DepositAccounts.com, a subsidiary
of LendingTree, LLC.

Columbia Bank achieved an A+
rating, the highest possible ranking in
this study. Each financial institution
studied is graded on a number of
balanced sheet factors, including capi-
talization, deposit growth and loan-
to-reserve ratios. Columbia was
ranked No. 86 out of the 5,267 FDIC
insured United States banks analyzed.

In making the announcement, Mr.
Kemly noted that “Columbia Bank
is proud to be recognized as one of
the strongest banks not only in New
Jersey, but also the United States.

Our impressive ranking by this in-
dependent review confirms that Co-
lumbia Bank is well managed and
run, financially sound and has the
necessary resources to deal with a
variety of adverse economic con-
ditions.”

About Columbia Bank
Headquartered in Fair Lawn, N.J.,

Columbia Bank has an asset base of
nearly $7 billion and 50 full-service
offices throughout New Jersey. Co-
lumbia Bank offers a wide range of
consumer and commercial products,
including online and mobile banking,
localized lending centers as well as
title, investment and wealth manage-
ment services. For more information
about Columbia Bank’s full line of
products and services, visit their
website at columbiabankonline.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Trinity Fundraiser Sunday
To Aid Mother-Child Health

Red Bulls Game
To Benefit NAMI

AREA — Area residents are in-
vited to come out on Saturday, June 1,
and support the New York Red Bulls,
at Red Bull Arena in Harrison, as they
take on Real Salt Lake, at 7 p.m., in
the First Mental Health Awareness
Night. The event will include a post-
game fireworks presentation.

The Red Bulls will partner with
New Jersey NAMI/National Alliance
on Mental Illness to recognize the
NAMI affiliates throughout New Jer-
sey that are dedicated to helping those
affected by a mental health condition.

Tickets start at $27. A portion of
the tickets purchased will benefit
both the Union County affiliate and
NAMI New Jersey to help fund pro-
grams which are all free of charge
to the community. To purchase tick-
ets, click on https://fevo.me/naminj.
Afterward, participants can go to
the drop-down menu where they
can select NAMI Union County as
the affiliate they want to support.

The Red Bulls Arena is located at
600 Cape May Street, Harrison.
Ample on-site parking and easy ac-
cess by NJ Transit is available. For
more information, call NAMI Union
County at (908) 233-1628 or con-
tact Mike Morabito at
mike.morabito@newyorkredbulls.com
or (973) 776-8485.

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford, will hold a bake
sale fundraiser this Sunday morning,
May 19, for the Episcopal Relief &
Development (ERD) “Maternal and
Child Health” program.

Globally, 2.6 million children die
each year during the “neonatal” pe-
riod – in the first four weeks of life. In
addition, 800 women die every day
from preventable causes related to
pregnancy and childbirth. Ninety-nine
percent of those deaths occur in de-
veloping countries.

“The ERD Maternal and Child
Health program saves lives by encour-
aging pregnant women to seek prena-
tal care, promoting nutrition for mother
and child and ensuring that babies
receive the recommended vaccina-
tions,” said the Reverend Andy Kruger,
Priest-in-Charge of Trinity Cranford.

Donations, made payable to “Epis-
copal Relief and Development,” can
be mailed to Trinity or dropped off at
the church office. “Please help us
support these vulnerable women and
infants,” said Father Kruger. For more
information, call (908) 276-4047.

Episcopal Relief & Development,
started in 1940, is the compassion-
ate response of the Episcopal Church
to human suffering in the world.
Hearing God’s call to seek and serve
Christ in all persons and to respect
the dignity of every human being,
Episcopal Relief & Development
serves to bring together the generos-
ity of Episcopalians and others with
the needs of the world.

Trinity Episcopal Church, founded
in 1872, is a faith-based family church
that welcomes all people and strives
to “know Christ and to make the Lord
known through faith, love, and ser-
vice.” Sunday services are at 8 a.m.

and 10 a.m. For more information
about Trinity, call (908) 276-4047 or
visit trinitycranford.org/.

Trinity also offers Trinity Episco-
pal Day School (TEDS), a state-li-
censed facility serving children from
2½ years through Kindergarten. To
learn more about TEDS, call (908)
276-2881 or visit tedscranford.org.

Library Event to Spotlight
Horticulture Therapy

SCOTCH PLAINS — Members of
the community are invited to join
Laura DePrado, a registered horticul-
tural therapist and president of Final
Touch Plantscaping, LLC, for a pro-
gram on Thursday, May 23, at 7 p.m.,
at the Scotch Plains Public Library.

Ms. DePrado will guide partici-
pants in engaging their five senses
with plants in a sensory-awakening
session. Attendees will learn about
the history and benefits of plants
through horticultural therapy, a grow-
ing field and practice for physical,

social and psychological evidence-
based benefits.

This interactive, hands-on program
will enable participants to use plant
materials while creating an individu-
alized take-home project.

Space is limited and registration is
required. For more information or to
register, go to scotlib.org or call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township.

Joseph P. Dzuback III, 67, Family Man;
UCC Educator and Basketball Fan

Joseph Philip Dzuback III, 67,
passed away surrounded by his lov-
ing family in his Fanwood home on
the evening of Thursday, May 9,
2019, after a valiant
fight against cancer.

Joe was born in Jer-
sey City on May 23,
1951, and he graduated
from Westfield High
School in 1969. Joe at-
tended Villanova Uni-
versity, where he earned
a Bachelor of Arts in
History and developed
a lifelong passion for
Villanova basketball.

After earning an
A.A.S. from Union
County Technical Insti-
tute, Joe began his 37-year career
teaching computer science at Union
County College. He was a dedi-
cated educator, valued colleague,
and an active member of the teach-
ers’ union. He was still employed
there at the time of his passing.

As a loyal follower of college
basketball for over 40 years, Joe
began to publish his own statistical
analysis and commentary on a per-
sonal blog, Villanova by the Num-
bers. He later was recruited to con-
tribute to the college basketball
blog, Rush the Court. He deeply
enjoyed analyzing the games and
blogging after sitting courtside. Joe

also loved watching and attending
games with his family and cheering
for his favorite team together.

He is survived by his loving wife,
Paula (Marotta); beloved
children, Jayne and her
husband, David Moody,
Emily, and Joseph IV,
and his sisters, Mary Ann
Dzuback and her hus-
band, Peter Best, Mar-
garet and her husband,
Michael Bloomfield,
Jayne and her husband,
Julian Bibb, and April
Heron, as well as many
nieces and nephews. He
was predeceased by his
parents, Joseph and
Juanita Dzuback, and his

brother, John.
A celebration of his life and inter-

ment will be held at 11 a.m. on
Thursday, May 23, 2019, at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, 414 East
Broad Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
Arrangements are by Gray Funeral
Home of Westfield. Please go to:
www.grayfuneralhomes.com to of-
fer condolences.

In lieu of flowers, please make a
donation in his memory to the Union
County College Foundation, The Joe
Dzuback Memorial Scholarship,
1033 Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
N.J. 07016 (www.uccfoundation.org).
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Joseph P. Dzuback III

Albert Westcott Driver, Attorney;
Devoted to Family and Community

Albert W. Driver, formerly General
Counsel and Vice President of J.C.
Penney, and co-founder of the Metro-
politan Corporate Counsel, a monthly
legal journal that emphasized diver-
sity and pro bono work, died of natural
causes on Wednesday, May 8.

From the beginning of his legal
career in New York City, Mr. Driver
was active on many committees of
the Association of the Bar of the City
of New York (the City Bar). He fur-
ther served as chairman of the Corpo-
rate Counsel Committee of the Ameri-
can Bar Association and on the board
of directors for the Mobilization for
Youth Legal Services, providing pro
bono work in various areas.

Born August 4, 1927, he was edu-
cated on the GI Bill at Yale University
(1949) and later attended University
of Virginia Law School (1952). After
a successful legal career, he contin-
ued to promote ethical legal practice
and to call for lawyers to become
involved in their communities and in
social action through the Metropoli-
tan Corporate Counsel, a newspaper
founded with his wife, Martha M.
Driver, a former top financial execu-
tive with TIAA-CREF, who served as
publisher. The first issue was pub-
lished in September 1993, and the

paper reached a circulation of 30,000
before it was sold in 2014; it contin-
ues now as Corporate Counsel Busi-
ness Journal. For 22 years, Mr. Driver
contributed a monthly editorial on
subjects that ranged from big data
and risk management to technology,
cybersecurity and the changing defi-
nitions of diversity, and interviewed
scores of lawyers about their contri-
butions to the field. In Westfield, he
was a member of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church, Echo Lake Country Club,
and the men’s lunch group.

He is survived by his wife, Martha
M. “Lou” Driver, and two daugh-
ters, Martha W. Driver and Sara M.
Driver.

A funeral service is scheduled to
be held at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
on Saturday, June 8, at 11 a.m. Dona-
tions in Al’s name may be made to St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church or to Over-
look Medical Center. For a church
donation, please contact the Rever-
end Dr. Duncan Johnston at St Paul’s,
parishoffice@stpaulswestfield.org;
for the Overlook Foundation, con-
tact Marianne Devlin, Director,
Overlook Foundation, Overlook
Medical Center,
marianne.devlin@atlantichealth.org.
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Civil War Photography To
Be Featured This Sunday

PLAINFIELD — The Historical
Society of Plainfield will host a lec-
ture entitled “Ere the Shadows Fade:
New Jersey’s Civil War Era Photog-
raphers” this Sunday, May 19, start-
ing at 2 p.m. It will take place at the
Drake House Museum, located at 602
West Front Street, Plainfield.

During the Civil War era, the then-
new ability to capture images resulted
in an increase in demand – from sol-
diers and families – for images of
loved ones. More galleries opened
and photographers moved to cities
and towns. Several notable New Jer-
sey photographers, including George
S. Cook and Theodore Gubelman,
contributed to the field.

The lecture will be given by Gary
D. Saretzky, an archivist, educator
and photographer. He will guide the
conversation about the evolution of
the photography industry and the
significance of the images captured.

The Historical Society of Plainfield
will have on display a small collec-
tion of images by Guillermo Thorn
(1837-1920), who moved to Plainfield
in 1864. Thorn established a photog-
raphy studio on East Front Street, and
he took portraits and scenes of the
Plainfield area. Thorn’s images can
be found in the collection of the
Plainfield Public Library, the Nancy
Thompson Library at Kean Univer-
sity, and the Getty Museum.

This program is funded by the New
Jersey Council for the Humanities,
and is in honor of the City of
Plainfield’s sesquicentennial celebra-
tion. Seating is limited and is on a
first-come, first-served basis. Light
refreshments will be served. This pro-
gram is free, and visitors will receive
a Guillermo Thorn Union County
History card. Donations are always
appreciated.

Onsite parking is available. For
directions and more information about
the Drake House and the Historical
Society of Plainfield, visit
drakehouseplainfieldnj.org.

Vets Ctr.-VFW Plan
Mets Game Trip

KENILWORTH — The
Kenilworth Veterans Center and Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Post 2230 will
run a bus trip to the New York Mets
game against the Colorado Rockies
at Citi Field on Sunday, June 9.

The cost is $80 and includes game
tickets, round-trip bus ride, and beer,
soda and sandwiches on the bus.

The bus will leave the Kenilworth
Veterans Center at 10:30 a.m. sharp
for the 1 p.m. game in New York. The
Kenilworth Veterans Center is located
at 33 South 21st Street, Kenilworth.

For tickets or more information,
call (908) 276-9769.
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Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NATURAL WONDERS...The Wild Earth Fest at the Trailside Nature and Science
Center in Mountainside on April 28 gave area residents a fun and educational
opportunity to learn ways to become eco-friendly and to be more aware of wildlife
conservation. Pictured, a young girl befriends a pair of bunnies at the event.

Girl Scouts Participate In
PCW’s Box City Benefit

WESTFIELD — When Jackie
Link and Allison Collins, students
at Edison Intermediate School in
Westfield, saw an encampment of
cardboard boxes on the lawn of
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield at 140 Mountain Avenue
last year in April, they were in-
trigued. This spring, while the girls
were working on their Silver Award
with Girl Scout Troop 40925, they
remembered this community effort
to raise awareness and funds for
homelessness called Box City, and
signed up to participate.

“We’re doing our project on
homelessness, so we decided we
wanted to be a part of Box City,”
Allison said.

With cardboard closet boxes in
tow, Jackie, her mother and Scout
leader Erica Link, and Allison set
up their makeshift “homes” on the
evening of April 27. “We have sleep-
ing bags, pillows and blankets, so I
think we are ready,” Jackie said.
They then went with other partici-
pants to the church’s Westminster
Hall building where a light supper
of soup and bread was served by
members of the church’s Mission
Commission and other volunteers.

They spent outdoors overnight
along with the confirmation class
of the church and their adult chap-
erones. The sleep-over event raised

funds for the Fish Hospitality Pro-
gram, a nationwide initiative that
helps homeless families while they
are finding an apartment or home.
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield houses homeless fami-
lies through the Fish Program four
times a year for a week or two at a
time. Last year, 95 percent of the
52 families in the program from
Union, Middlesex and Somerset
County were placed in apartments
or “forever homes.”

On the local level, Carole Cook
and Margo Seaman, members of
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, are the president and
vice-president of the Fish Board
and coordinate the program at their
church. Together with members of
the Mission Commission and Pres-
byterian Women, they planned the
massive fund-raising event again
this year.

One of the speakers at the event,
Curtis, a “graduate” of the Fish pro-
gram, told the gathering that “hope
is something that keeps homeless
families going” and that programs
like Fish give people hope.

For more information about Box
City or the Fish Hospitality pro-
gram that is sponsored at The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield, visit
westfieldpc.org or call the church
at (908) 233-0301.

COLONIAL SPRING...The Miller-Cory House Museum in Westfield will
welcome visitors this Sunday, May 19, between 2 and 4 p.m., for a program on
the culinary use of herbs in early America. Pictured is the museum’s springtime
herb garden.

Miller-Cory Invites All For
Culinary Herbs on Sunday

WESTFIELD — Aromatic, tasty
and healing – herbs were of the
utmost importance to the colonial
household. They were prized as
medicines, dyes, pesticides, air
fresheners, and for numerous other
purposes.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
will present a program this Sun-
day, May 19, from 2 to 4 p.m.,
focusing on the culinary use of
herbs in early America. Members
of the Cooking Committee will in-
clude herbs common to the 18th
century in demonstrating open-
hearth cooking for visitors.

Authentic open-hearth cooking
is a unique feature of the museum’s
programming. Volunteers prepare
early American recipes using uten-
sils, techniques and seasonal in-
gredients of the time in the Frazee
Building, a separate structure on
the grounds, which, like the mu-
seum, dates to the 18th century.
Visitors also may view the kitchen
and herb gardens, which include
plantings common to colonial days.

Costumed docents will be avail-
able for tours of the restored, fully-
furnished farmhouse, built in 1740.

Upcoming programs include
“Come Celebrate Flag Day!” on
Sunday, June 2. The museum also
will hold “Aunt Carrie’s Attic
Sale,” its annual fund-raising yard
sale, on Saturday, May 25, from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. The public is invited
to attend the sale and to donate
items such as housewares, books
(excluding textbooks), linens, toys,
bric-a-brac or small furniture
pieces for the sale, but no clothing
or electronics. Drop-off of items
must be arranged in advance; do-
nations are being accepted until
Wednesday, May 22.

The Miller-Cory House Museum is
located at 614 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield. Admission is $4 for ages 13
and older; $3 for ages 3 to 12, and free
for those under age 3. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 232-1776 or email
millercorymuseum@gmail.com. The
museum website is
millercoryhouse.org.

Congregation Beth Israel
Sets Sunday Open House

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-
tion Beth Israel will hold an open
house for prospective members this
Sunday, May 19, from 11:30 a.m.
until 1 p.m. Prospective congregants
will have the opportunity to tour the
synagogue and its religious school
and to meet Congregation Beth
Israel’s leadership.

The open house will be held during
the religious school’s end-of-year
celebration, which will feature a bar-
becue, refreshments and activities for
children of all ages. There also will be
a small petting zoo and rock-climb-
ing wall, weather permitting. Spon-
sored by the synagogue’s Men’s Club,
the event is free to the community and
will take place rain or shine.

“We love ending the school year
with a communal celebration,” said
Lev Metz, director of Congregational
Learning and Engagement at Congre-
gation Beth Israel. “It also provides a
great opportunity for us to welcome
potential new members and to intro-
duce them to the children, parents,
teachers and volunteers that make up
our close-knit synagogue family.”

Congregation Beth Israel has been
recognized as an ABLE Awarded
Congregation by the Jewish Federa-
tion of Greater MetroWest for its
commitment to inclusion and accom-
modation for all its members.

“We are committed to inclusion at
CBI. If you or your child has a chal-
lenge that makes religious school and/
or synagogue participation difficult,
please contact us so that we can work

with you to make the necessary ac-
commodations,” said Mr. Metz.

Congregation Beth Israel educates
students from pre-K through 10th
grade through experiential grade-
specific programs that encompass
the family in its curriculum. Classes
for children from pre-K through sec-
ond grade meet on Sundays. Reli-
gious school for grades 3 to 7 meets
two days per week, on Sundays and
Wednesdays.

Congregation Beth Israel does not
require synagogue membership for
children to attend its religious school
for programs through second grade.
However, families with children be-
low third grade have the option of
joining the synagogue at a reduced
rate and enjoying full benefits of
synagogue membership, including
High Holiday tickets.

Congregation Beth Israel is an
egalitarian Conservative synagogue,
serving the religious, cultural, edu-
cational and social needs of
congregants from Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Westfield and surround-
ing towns. It has an active Sister-
hood, Men’s Club and youth group,
plus a wide array of programs, rang-
ing from adult education courses to
social action opportunities.

No RSVP is required to attend the
open house. For more information,
contact the synagogue office at (908)
889-1830 or office@cbisp.org. Con-
gregation Beth Israel is located at 18
Shalom Way, at the corner of Martine
Avenue, in Scotch Plains.

Lee Blowe to Be Cranford’s
2019 Parade Grand Marshal
CRANFORD — Local veteran

Lee Blowe has been selected by
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post No.
335 and Steve Robertazzi, director
of the Cranford Parks and Recre-
ation Department, to be this year’s
grand marshal of Cranford’s an-
nual Memorial Day Parade.

Mr. Blowe, a former sergeant,
was a combat squadron leader with
Charlie Company of the 1st Marine
Division in and around Chu Li, Viet-
nam, during 1966. He and his wife,
Karen, have lived in Cranford for
22 years. They reside with their 17-
year-old twin children, Patrick and
Catherine, who attend the Technol-
ogy Academy and Allied Science
Programs, respectively, at Union
County Vocational-Technical High
School in Scotch Plains.

“Memorial Day is a very special
day for me,” Mr. Blowe explained.
“It’s a day I sadly remember all my
buddies who didn’t come home
from Vietnam, like I did. For that
reason alone, I am truly honored to
be our grand marshal this year.”

Mr. Blowe, a recent retiree, spent
35 years as a chief operational man-
ager in the Walgreens Drug Store
chain. His primary function with
Walgreens was establishing and set-
ting up new store locations for the
company and getting them up and
running as working, profitable en-
tities.

Born and raised in rural
Murfreesboro, N.C., Mr. Blowe has
become a well-known and active
part of the greater Cranford com-
munity. He currently is a member
of the Chamber of Commerce in

the township and the Memorial Day
Parade Committee. At the Cranford
VFW, he is senior vice commander,
Buddy Poppy chairman and a mem-
ber of its Post No. 335 Centennial
Celebration Committee.

The Cranford Memorial Day Pa-
rade will step off from the Cranford
Community Center, 220 Walnut Av-
enue, promptly at 9 a.m. on Monday,
May 27, and finish with services at
Memorial Park on Springfield Av-
enue at approximately 10 a.m.

Hist. Soc. to Present
Hanson House Tour

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Historical Society will host a tour
of the Hanson House on Sunday,
June 2. Doors will open at 2 p.m.,
with the tour beginning at 2:15
p.m. The house is located at 38
Springfield Avenue, Cranford.

After hearing a brief history of
the Hanson House, attendees will
learn about the lives of Cranford
artists Leslie and Alice Crump and
will view the Historical Society’s
collection of their art.

Visitors will then be taken on a
tour of the Society’s collections of
costumes by its curator. Afterward,
they will have the opportunity to
visit the Fridlington Room, where
research into the history of
Cranford and its homes takes place.

Admission is free and open to the
public. Interested persons are asked to
RSVP by Thursday, May 30. For more
information, email the Society at
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net
or call the office at (908) 276-0082.

Temple Beth O’r Beth Torah
To Celebrate 60th Year

CLARK – Temple Beth O’r Beth
Torah (TBOBT) will celebrate 60
years of worship with a cocktail re-
ception, dinner and entertainment on
Sunday, June 2.

The event, named “Dancing
Through the Decades,” will cel-
ebrate TBOBT’s rich history, along
with Israel’s 70th birthday.

“A handful of families founded
TBOBT, and we’re still going strong
60 years later,” event Chairwoman
Evelyn Shulman said. “We thought
it was important to honor their tre-
mendous gift to all of us and cel-
ebrate our history.”

Entertainment will be provided
by Elefante and Green with Ex-
quisite Affairs Catering.

The evening will begin with cock-
tails at 4 p.m. Tickets are $125 each
and can be purchased by calling the
synagogue office at (732) 381-8403.
Space also is available in the com-
memorative ad journal.

Temple Beth O’r Beth Torah, lo-
cated at 111 Valley Road, Clark,
continues to provide education, en-
gagement and fulfillment of its mis-
sion of being a House of Prayer, a
House of Learning and a House of
vibrant Jewish and spiritual life for
the entire community.

Church and Knights
Post Blood Drive

AREA — The Church of the As-
sumption and Knights of Columbus
will sponsor a blood drive on Satur-
day, May 25, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. It
will be held in the Lower Chiego
Church Hall, located at 113 Chiego
Place, Roselle Park. Appointments are
preferred, but walk-ins are welcome.

Donors must weigh at least 110
pounds and bring identification. They
are advised to eat a meal prior to
donating and to drink plenty of water
before and after their donation. All
donors will receive the following free
health screenings: cholesterol, blood
pressure, temperature, iron, pulse and
blood type. To make an appointment,
visit donor.cbsblood.org/donor/
schedules/drive_schedule/48870.

Sixth Annual Cranford Municipal Alliance
Town-Wide BBQ

Celebrating Family Dinners —
Open to ALL Cranford Residents.

Sunday, May 19, 2019, 4:30 p.m.
— 7 p.m.

Municipal Lot No. 1 Adjacent to
Cranford Fire Department.

Prizes, games and activities and
fun for the whole family.

Check out the full schedule of
events at
www.ourbestcranford.org.

Rain: Cranford Community Cen-
ter.

Paid Bulletin Board
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State Farm® provides life 
insurance policies to millions of 
people, and with more choices to 
protect you and your loved ones, 

for you.
Here to help life go right.™

Call me today.

Get 
protection 
and live  
worry free

1605581

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI) -
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI) - 

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.

Temple Men’s Club Plans
Texas Hold ’Em Tourney

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-
tion Beth Israel will feature a Texas
Hold ‘Em Tournament on Wednes-
day, June 5, starting at 6:30 p.m., at
the synagogue. The event is open
to the community.

Proceeds from the tournament
will benefit non-profit and local
outreach activities performed by
the Men’s Club of Congregation
Beth Israel, the event’s sponsor.

The tournament will be run by a
professional company using li-
censed dealers and professional
equipment. Drinks and light snacks
will be served. Prizes will be
awarded to the final table. Doors
open at 6:30 p.m. Shuffle up and
deal begins at 7 p.m.

“This is the second year that the
Men’s Club is sponsoring a Texas
Hold ‘Em Tournament. Last year’s
event attracted a large crowd and
was a lot of fun, and we are expect-
ing this year’s event to be even
better,” said Michael Margolin,
president of Congregation Beth
Israel’s Men’s Club.

“But it’s not just a fun evening,”
Mr. Margolin noted. “Funds from the
tournament go towards helping our
Men’s Club do its non-profit work in
the synagogue and community.”

The registration fee is $100 for
5,000 chips. The synagogue is of-

fering an Early Bird Special: regis-
trants who sign up before Saturday,
May 25, will receive an additional
1,000 chips. Seating is limited, so
early registration is encouraged.

Participants may register online
at cbipokernight.eventbrite.com or
call the synagogue office at (908)
889-1830. For questions, contact
Aaron Kessler at
aaron@jmrconsult.net or Alex
Skibinsky at alex@metronjllc.com.

Congregation Beth Israel is located
at 18 Shalom Way, at the corner of
Martine Avenue, in Scotch Plains.

Championships Set
For Table Tennis

WESTFIELD — The New Jersey
Table Tennis Club, a non-profit club,
will hold the 90th Annual New Jer-
sey State Table Tennis Champion-
ships this Saturday, May 18, and
Sunday, May 19, at 226 North Av-
enue West, Westfield.

This event is for New Jersey resi-
dents exclusively. The club has been in
Westfield almost 50 years, open seven
days a week to players of all levels,
and offers weekly leagues on Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday nights,
as well as monthly tournaments and
coaching. Daily rates are available.
For more information, visit njttc.org.
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209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

     FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM

CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

LORENZETTI ‘BIG’ BUNT; ‘CUCCU’, SMITH KEY HITS

Raiders ‘Small Ball’ GL; Win
UCT Baseball Semifinal, 6-2

LEIGH WINS 100, 400, HJ; OLSON 200; WF SWEEPS JAVELIN

Raider Boys 1st, Westfield 2nd
At UCC Track & Field Meet

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood, Westfield
and Union Catholic battled until the
end to determine which one would be
the top team for the Union County
Conference Watchung Division boys
Track & Field crown at Governor
Livingston High School on May 9-
10. In the end, it would be the SPF
Raiders taking the top spot with a
total of 109 just ahead of Westfield at
108 and the Vikings at 106. Linden
won the Mountain Division with a
total of 138 and the Cranford Cougars
were sixth with a total of 38.

The Raider boys won four events
on Day 1 and Jacob Leigh won three
of them. Leigh crossed first in the 100
with a time of 10.84, followed by
Blue Devil Ajay Olson at 11.02.
Raider Kyle Estivene finished fifth at

11.38, followed by Blue Devil Jake
Saltzer at 11.39. Leigh also took first
in the 400 at 48.58. Olson at 49.22
and Saltzer at 49.83 finished 3-5.
Although he had cleared 6-4 in the
past, Leigh needed only to clear 6-0 to
win the high jump. Raider Cameron
Adams took fifth with a height of 5-
10, followed by Blue Devil Jack Cioffi
at 5-8. Estivene won the 400 hurdles
with a time of 57.06 and Raider Justin
Williams finished third at 58.68.

“Jacob had a really good meet yes-
terday,” said Raider Head Coach Jeff
Koegel at the beginning of Day 2.
“He’s really coming to his own this
year. He PRed in the 100 and the 400.
He’s run under 11.0 before but this is
his first under 0.9. He had already
won the high jump on misses because
he didn’t have any misses. He came
over to run the 400. He didn’t come

out well in the [first] 200. He was
back fairly far but he has the ability to
strumming up those extra gears. He
did a nice job of running the kid from
Union down and powering past the
line. We felt it wasn’t necessary for
him to come back to the high jump.
He got his 30 points.”

In previous meets, Leigh has also
anchored the 4x100 and 4x400 events,
along with competing in the long jump.

“He’s got the 200 today. That’s a
good event for him. He’s added more
dimension to what he has been doing.
He was a good 100 runner, a good 200
runner and now he’s learning the 400.
So running under 49 this early in the
season puts him pretty high up in the
state rankings, so we are feeling re-
ally good about where he is. As the
weather warms up, it’s good running

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Small ball turned big results for the
sixth-seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School baseball team in its Union
County Tournament semifinal game
against the second-seeded Governor
Livingston Highlanders at Kean Uni-
versity on May 11. Dallas Lorenzetti’s
perfectly placed bunt earned him a
single and forced the hand of High-
lander pitcher John Grill which re-
sulted in an overthrow and two Raid-
ers scuffing home plate in the second
inning en route to a 6-2 victory.

Senior pitcher Danny Wilkinson
limited the GL power machine to just
three hits, while striking out 10 bat-
ters. The big hit he did allow was a
leadoff solo home run to Chris Bruno

in the fifth inning.
“I am pretty sure I had him with a 1-

2 count. We have been trying to mix
up the pitching sequence I have been
throwing throughout the game. Coach
Lucarelli and I were really trying to
get inside their heads. I just put a
fastball right down the middle and he
poked it,” Wilkinson explained.

“Bruno is a good hitter. He hit one
against us before. I think Danny had
a good sequence but he had a good
swing,” Raider Head Coach Joe
Higgins added.

The blast definitely awakened
Wilkinson as he struck out the next
three batters to end the inning.

“Everything felt good. My fastball
felt good, the curveball was dropping
very well. I have a 12-6 curveball but

today I had like 10-4 because I knew
they had a couple of lefty batters.
When they would dive across the
plate, that’s when I would get them
with the sweeping curveball. Then
for the righties, I would make it drop
straight down,” Wilkinson described.
“It was more about the batters that I
was facing.”

The 13-8 Raiders scored all of their
runs off Highlander starter Grill, who
was relieved by Joe DeFeo with two
outs in the third inning. Their first run
came in the top of the first when Willy
Gale reached on an error, stole sec-
ond, tagged up on Dean Kirian’s fly
ball to center and scored on a pitch in
the dirt. The Highlanders quickly an-
swered. Drew Compton was hit by a

PIETREWICZ, STOGNER, ‘GAG’ ADD ‘O’; CR’s HEIM HR

Blue Devils Fight Off Cougars
In UCT Softball Semifinal, 8-5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rain may have delayed the Union
County Tournament (UCT) semifinal
showdown between the top-seeded
Westfield High School softball team
and the fourth-seeded Cranford Cou-
gars at Kean University in Union on
May 7. But one day later at the same
location, the Blue Devils stormed
home plate with five runs in the fourth
inning but needed to shower the plate
with more runs in the fifth and sixth
innings to fight off the battling Cou-
gars in an 8-5 victory.

Blue Devil sophomore pitcher
Michaela Hobson allowed six hits,
while walking no one and striking
out seven batters. Cougar sopho-
more pitcher Morrigan Gardiner
also allowed six hits, while walking
four, hitting two batters and striking

out five.
Underclassmen played a major role

in providing the offense for both
teams. Junior Julia Gagliardi and
sophomores Emma Pietrewicz and
Molly Stogner were instrumental in
getting all of the Blue Devils’ runs
across in the fourth inning. Gagliardi
added an RBI in the fifth inning and
Pietrewicz singled and scored on
Stogner’s big double in the sixth.

Cougar sophomore Emma
Ingraham rapped a hard RBI double
in the second inning to bring home
Gardiner’s courtesy runner Mia
Markase. Sophomore Morgan Heim
(2-for-3) hammered a two-run home
run in the fifth inning and Ingraham’s
difficult blooper into shallow
centerfield accounted for both Cou-
gar runs in the sixth inning.

Cougar leadoff hitter Elizabeth

McCaffery reached first on a throw-
ing error in the top of the first but
Hobson fanned the second batter then
got the next two batters to ground out
to shortstop Julia Romano. Gardiner
walked Blue Devil leadoff hitter Kalea
Calugay in the bottom of the inning
but buckled down to strike out two
batters and get one to popup to short.

The Cougars took a 1-0 lead in the
second. Gardiner (2-for-3) beat out
an infield dribbler down the third
baseline then Ingraham drilled her
RBI double to center.

The lead held until the Westfield
fourth inning. Gardiner hit the leadoff
batter, Erica Lawrence (1-for-3, 2
runs). Romano bounced a single off
the shortstop’s glove and Gen Howell
loaded the bases when her grounder
was mishandled. Gagliardi ricocheted

SPF’s FLETCHER; WF’s STRAVACH, HAMILTON EXCEL

Blue Devils 2nd, Raiders 3rd
In UC Conference Girls Track

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union Catholic won 11 individual
events to literally run away with the
Union County Conference (UCC)
Watchung Division girls track & field
title held at Governor Livingston High
School on May 9-10. The Lady Vi-
kings had a team total of 209 with
Westfield a distant second at 98 and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood third at 93.
Kent Place won the Mountain Divi-
sion with a total of 129 and the Cranford
Cougars placed fifth at 52. SPF Raider
Olivia Fletcher took top honors in the
discus and shot put. Blue Devil senior
Sam Stravach won the javelin event
and sophomore Katie Hamilton set a
WHS record in the 800.

Last week at the Union County

Relays Stravach had the best throws
in the discus and the javelin.

“Javelin, honestly I had no idea that
I did win until it was announced. It was
my first throw. I wasn’t thinking and
just went for it. My second two throws,
I was thinking too much and they
weren’t as good. It was a pretty good
throw. I definitely think I am capable
of a lot more for javelin. It wasn’t my
best throw technically, but I think this
week, especially tomorrow I will do a
lot better. I was very excited though,”
Stravach said on Day 1.

Stravach tossed the javelin 105 feet
at the UC Relays but her personal
record in javelin was 112-0 last year.
“My personal goal is about 120. In a
perfect world, the school record in
128 if I would like to get the school

record but I don’t think that is realistic
this year. I have only thrown it about
four meets this year,” she revealed.

Her toss in the discus at the UC
Relays was a personal record (PR).

“Discus, I had a rough start, so I
kind of had to get into it. The last
throw I really didn’t think about it and
went for it. It was a PR. It was a good
throw. My personal best is 121. I feel
like I can improve a lot. My goal is
about 135. The school record is 122,
so I want to try to hit that first and see
where I go from there,” Stravach said.

For the Watchung girls on Day 1,
Stravach had little luck in the discus as
Fletcher took first with a toss of 100-4,
followed by Blue Devils Julia Rickert
at 87-9. Stravach was off on her throws

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADING FROM THE START...Raider Ben Fleischer, right, leads the pack in the 3,200 at the Union County Conference
Championships in Berkeley Heights. Blue Devils Will Loggia, center, Will McGlynn and Jack Moranz follow closely.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING IT CLOSE...Blue Devil Julia Csorba (left), Raider Kayla Paprocki (center) and Blue Devil Lauren Triarsi clear
the 100 hurdle at the same time during the Union County Conference Championships in Berkeley Heights on May 10.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BANG UP PLAY AT HOME...Blue Devil Gen Howell looks at the umpire’s call as Cougar catcher Erin Schwerdtfeger holds
the ball and pitcher Morrigan Gardiner observes during the UCT semifinal game at Kean University on May 8.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OUT AT SECOND BASE...Highlander second baseman Mike Shaffer put the tag on Raider Willy Gale as he attempted to
swipe second in the sixth inning of the UCT semifinal game at Kean University on May 11. The Raiders won 6-2.

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
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Blue Devils Second, Raiders 3rd in UCC Track
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

and took fourth at 80-8. Raider Suzanne
Jackson took sixth at 79-1.

Blue Devil Lauren Triarsi took sec-
ond in the long jump with a leap of
16-4, followed by Raiders Corinne
Lyght at 16-3.5 and Ashley
DeFrancesco at 15-11.5. Blue Devil
Julia Csorba crossed second in the
400 hurdles with a time of 1:05.48.
Raiders Nicole Agwu at 1:07.47 and
Zuri Kennedy at 1:07.97 finished 4-
5. Raider Julia Jackson finished fourth
in the 100 at 12.92 and fourth in the
400 at 59.58.

Raider Olivia Zambrio crossed third
in the 1,600 with a time of 5:25.36,
followed by Blue Devil Grace Endy
at 5:26.5 and Raider Sara Greene at
5:26.59. In the pole vault, Blue Dev-
ils Leah Norton placed third with a
height of 9-0 and Raider Katherine
Chouinard placed sixth at 8-0.

On Day 2, Hamilton, although fin-
ishing second behind Governor
Livingston standout Victoria Vanriele,
who crossed in 2:09.4, broke the WHS
record by crossing in 2:13.1 with
teammate Caroline Collins finishing
fifth at 2:22.

“I knew that the girls in this compe-
tition were really, really good. I wanted
to make sure that I wasn’t going out
too quickly but I wanted to be as
aggressive as I could. I tried to trail
behind some of the lead people and
keep my pace. After the first lap, I was
really feeling good, so I started to
kick around the 4[00]. The second
lap was harder than I was expecting,”
Hamilton described. “I have been run-
ning 16[00]’s lately. Overall it was a
short race for me. I was gassed at the
end. I was proud of my teammates.
Caroline Collins ran well.”

Her competition was indeed tough
with Vanriele but it had to give her
incentive.

“Victoria from GL. She’s insane
then there were three UC [Union
Catholic] girls who were right next to
me on the line. I was just trying to stay
with them. That was my goal to hold
my ground,” Hamilton explained.

With her ability to perform very
well in a variety of events, Hamilton
could be known as “Ms. Versatility”.
She recently set the WHS record in
the 1,600.

“That was a couple of weeks ago
and a meet that my coaches wanted
me to run. I said, ‘Yes! I will do the
16.’ I haven’t done one yet. I play
soccer in the fall, so I haven’t run the
16 since last May. I wasn’t really sure
what to expect. I had my splits in
mind what I wanted to get and I did
what I could,” Hamilton said.

She also competed at the Penn Re-
lays.

“We did the 4x4 at Penn. I am not
much of a sprinter myself but I do run
the 4[00] occasionally. That was a
really good race. Overall my team-
mates worked really hard. We pushed
ourselves and we got a good time. We
were proud of ourselves,” Hamilton
commented.

On Day 2, Hamilton, Sophia
Pappalardo, Grace Morgan and
Caroline Bielen finished third in the
4x400 with a time of 4:05.65 and
Raiders Agwu, Kennedy, Greene and
Lyght finished fifth at 4:12.24.
Fletcher won the shot put with a shove
of 35-2.75, followed by Blue Devil
Julia Rickert at 32-10. Blue Devil
Ava Luzzi took fifth at 30-03.

Stravach had much better luck on
Day 2 winning the javelin with a PR
115-4, followed by Raiders Isabelle
Gilles at 104-6 and Sarah Dill at 103-
3. Blue Devil Maggie Kelly placed

sixth at 93-6. Blue Devil Sara Hacker
finished second in the 3,200 at
11:32.19, followed by Zambrio at
11:46.98. Blue Devils Sara Salz at
11:50.41 and Elizabeth Bielen at
11:59.29 finished 4-6.

Raider Che Dashiell took second
in the high jump at 5-2, Triarsi was
fourth at 5-0 and Anina Dashiell was
sixth also at 5-0. Triarsi was third in
the 100 hurdles at 5.03 and Agwu was
fifth at 15.79. Agwu took fourth in the
triple jump at 34-0 and Che Dashiell
was sixth at 32-10.5. Lyght finished
sixth in the 200 at 26.33.

For the Mountain girls on Day 1,
Cranford Cougar Hanna Capone took
top honors in the pole vault with a
height of 9-6 and teammate Leah
Filimonczuk took third at 8-0. Cou-
gar Erin Lynsky finished fifth in the
100 at 13.09 and Amanda Hogan took
sixth in the 400 hurdles at 1:12.08.

Last week at the UC Relays, Cou-
gar Cielo Tumbokon placed first in
the long jump with a leap of 17-5.5
and took fifth in the triple jump with
a distance of 34-2.5. Tumbokon would
compete in the long jump on Day 1.

“My best one was my last one. That
was a bit of a shock. I usually peak at
the second jump but I peaked at the
third jump. I wasn’t really thinking.
It’s healthy not to think,” explained
Tumbokon, who indicated that she
would be happy to beat her best jump
by an inch. “I don’t want to set it too
high. Otherwise I would be disap-
pointed.”

Tumbokon did win the event on
Day 1 with a leap of 17-3.5 and Zoe
Hamilton took sixth at 15-0.

The triple jump and 100 hurdles
would be on deck for her on Day 2.

On the 100 hurdles, Tumbokon said,
“I try to get as low as I can. I just clear
my head and run.”

Hamilton at 35-1 and Gianna Vella
at 34-3 placed 2-3 in the triple jump
and Tumbokon placed fifth at 33-3.5.
Tumbokon at 17.45 and Olivia
Merriman at 18.58 finished 5-6 in the
100 hurdles. Lindsay Aschmies fin-
ished sixth in the 800 at 2:30.23.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 19-09

AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE
FOR A REVISED RATE
SCHEDULE FOR 2019 PUR-
SUANT TO §134-16 (RATE
SCHEDULE) IN ARTICLE V
(INDUSTRIAL WASTE &
FEES) IN CHAPTER 134
(SEWERS) OF THE CODE OF
THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD, FOR THE INDUS-
TRIAL USER CHARGE PRO-
VIDED FOR IN §134-15.

WHEREAS, §134-15 of the Code of the
Borough of Garwood provides for an in-
dustrial user charge; and

WHEREAS, §134-16 of the Code of the
Borough of Garwood, provides for the adop-
tion by ordinance of the Mayor and Council
of the rate schedule for said industrial user
charge;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Garwood as follows:

SECTION 1. The rate schedule for the
industrial user charge established under
§134-16 of the Code of the Borough of
Garwood, for the year 2019 and until such
time as the new rate schedule shall be
adopted by ordinance shall be as follows:

FLOW:
Per Million Gallons $4,048.12

SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed to the extent of such
inconsistency.

SECTION 3. If any portion of this ordi-
nance shall be determined to be invalid,
such determination shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of said
ordinance.

SECTION 4. This ordinance shall take
effect upon final passage and publication
in accordance with law.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 19-09, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 9th DAY OF APRIL 2019, and that
Ordinance No. 19-09, will be taken up for
further consideration for final passage at
the meeting of said Borough Council to be
held at its meeting room in the Municipal
Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey, on the 23rd DAY OF MAY
2019, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
said matter can be heard, at which time
and place all persons who may be inter-
ested therein will be given an opportunity
to be heard concerning the same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 05/16/19, The Leader Fee: $58.14

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR BIDS

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education (hereinafter
referred to as the “Board”) in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-4.5 at the Board
offices located at 512 Cedar Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076, from interested
vendors for Athletic Reconditioning
(herein referred to as the “Vendor”) in
accordance with the Bid Requests pre-
pared by the Board.

A copy of the Bid Requests may be
inspected and picked up at the Board
offices between the hours of 8:30AM and
4:00PM, except Saturdays, Sundays and
holidays. Further information may be ob-
tained by calling Ms. Deborah S. Saridaki,
School Business Administrator/Board Sec-
retary at (908) 232-6161 ext. 4013. Bid
Requests may also be e-mailed to inter-
ested providers upon request.

All vendors submitting bids must use
and complete all forms in the manner des-
ignated and include all information required
in the Bid Requests. The Board assumes
no responsibility for bids mailed or misdi-
rected in delivery. No bid may be with-
drawn for a period of sixty (60) days after
the date set for the opening thereof.

All vendors are required to comply with
the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127,
“Law Against Discrimination” and the Affir-
mative Action statutes and regulations,
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and N.J.A.C.
17:27-1.1 et seq.

Bids must be submitted to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education no
later than 11:00 AM on Thursday, May 30,
2019.

1. Submit TWO (2) copies of the com-
pleted bid package, one (1) with original
signatures and one (1) copy in an enve-
lope addressed to:

Office of the Business Administrator/
Board Secretary

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation

512 Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
ATTENTION: Ms. Deborah S. Saridaki,

Business Administrator/Board Secretary
2. Plainly identify on the outside of the

sealed envelope “Reconditioning BID May
19.”

3. A Bid Bond or Certified Check for ten
percent (10%) of the bid amount must
accompany the Bid, but not in excess of
$20,000.

All bids will be opened and read publicly
at that time by the School Business Admin-
istrator/Board Secretary, or her designee.

The Board reserves the right to reject
any or all bids and waive any informality in
the process if it is in the best interest of the
Board. No proposal may be deemed ac-
cepted until the adoption of a formal reso-
lution by the Board.

By order of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education in the County of Union,
New Jersey.

Deborah S. Saridaki
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 05/16/19, The Times Fee: $63.75

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:30 AM prevailing time on Wednesday,
May 29, 2019, for the “2019 VARIOUS
ROAD IMPROVEMENTS IN THE TOWN
OF WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY”.

The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as shown on the Contract Drawings and
described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Drawings and Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract. The major
items of work under this contract include,
but are not limited to, the following in esti-
mated quantities:

21,000 tons of 2 inch thick Hot Mix As-
phalt Surface Course

170,000 square yards of Milling, Vari-
able thickness

1,590 linear feet of 12 inch HDPE drain-
age pipe

Due to their proximity and impact to
Westfield schools, work on the follow-
ing streets must be completed no later
than August 23, 2019:

- Charles Street
- Clark Street
- Jefferson Avenue
- Boulevard
- Summit Avenue
- Clifton Street
- Clover Street
- Pierson Street
All bidders must submit with their

bid a copy of their New Jersey Busi-
ness Registration Certificate. Failure
to submit proof of registration will dis-
qualify the bid.

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00. (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
21) Each bid must also be accompanied
by a Surety Company Certificate stating
that said Surety company will provide the
bidder with the required Performance bond
in the full amount of the Contract (N.J.S.A.
40A:11-22), by a Non-Collusion Affidavit
and a Contractor’s Qualification Statement,
Statement of Ownership, on the forms
included in and explained in the contract
documents.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and must pay work-
men the prevailing wage rates promul-
gated by the New Jersey State Depart-
ment of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town Engineer.

Plans and specifications may be seen or
obtained ($50.00) at the office of the Town
Engineer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey. The
Mayor and Council reserve the right to
reject any bid, and to waive any informality
in any bid, if in the interest of the Town, it is
deemed advisable to do so.

Kris J. McAloon
Town Engineer

1 T - 05/16/19, The Leader Fee: $67.83

McLANE NETS 2 GOALS, ASSIST; DUFFY GOAL, ASSIST

Summit Downs Westfield, 9-4,
For UCT Boys LAX Crown

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The top-seeded Summit Hilltoppers
defeated No. 2 seed Westfield, 9-4, to
win its second straight Union County
Tournament boys lacrosse champi-
onship on May 8 at Nolan Field on the
campus of Johnson High School in
Clark. John Fischetti scored three
goals and added an assist to lead the
Hilltoppers’ offensive effort. Summit
used a stifling defense to frustrate the
Blue Devils transition game. After
taking a 1-0 lead Summit never trailed
on the way to its second consecutive
win over Westfield in the champion-
ship game.

“We knew their top side players
were very good and we just wanted to
try and control the ground balls,” said
Summit Head Coach Jim Davidson.
“We were conscientious about keep-
ing them from getting out in transition
and limiting our turnovers. They are a
heck of a team. The McLane kid and
the Engelke kid, they can go ahead
and score goals at any time and in
bunches.”

Not on this night though. While
McLane scored two goals and re-
corded an assist and Engelke added a
goal, the Blue Devils’ dynamic duo
was unable to get into a rhythm and
largely contained by a Summit de-
fense that was nearly perfect.

Westfield did not help matters as they
committed several unforced turnovers
with off target passes.

Summit scored first on a goal by
Fischetti with 7:41 left in the opening
quarter. The Hilltoppers added to the
lead just over a minute later when
Luke DiNola scored courtesy of an
assist from Skyler Schluter. Summit
extended the lead to 3-0 when Schluter
scored with 3:59 to go in the quarter.
Westfield finally broke through when
McLane scored with :59 left in the
quarter. McLane was assisted on the
play by Mack Prybylski. The first
quarter would end with the Blue Dev-
ils trailing, 3-1.

Summit was still dominating play,
however, and the Hilltoppers quickly
answered with a goal by Greg Moller
that made it 4-1 just a minute into the
second quarter. Westfield responded
with its best sustained effort of the
match throughout the rest of the sec-
ond quarter. Engelke scored on a feed
by C.J. Duffy that cut the deficit to 4-
2 with 3:07 left before the half. Then
Duffy cut through the middle and
scored with 1:21 remaining to make it
a 4-3 game heading into the break.

“I thought we had some chances
when it was 4-2 where we could have
gone up by more but they did a good
job of slowing us down a bit,” said
Davidson. “It was sort of a punch,

counterpunch thing going on. I just
think our kids knew today that they
had to do a really good job and stay
disciplined. On offense, we just
wanted to make sure we were getting
the best possible shots whenever we
could.”

Summit regained command of the
match in the third quarter. The
Hilltoppers scored on goals by
Fischetti and Michael Bonomo to
make it 6-3 heading into the final
period. In the fourth quarter, it was
Fischetti once again delivering a dag-
ger making it 7-3 with 7:58 remain-
ing. Schluter then scored with 5:12
left to play for an 8-3 lead.

To their credit, the Blue Devils
went down fighting. McLane scored
on a sidearm shot from the left side
with 4:36 to play. But Bonomo deliv-
ered the finishing blow when he scored
with 2:20 left on the clock. The win
for Summit over Westfield was the
latest chapter in a long book of UCT
Championship matches between the
two schools, which have dominated
the county over the past decade.

“Westfield is a great opponent,”
said Schluter, a senior. “They are well
coached. I think the rivalry is great
and always has been. As a senior, it
feels great to be able to come out here
and get a win in our last UCT game. It
is just a great feeling and a great
accomplishment for us.”

Schluter finished with two goals
and an assist, while Bonomo chipped
in two goals. Moller had one goal and
one assist, while DiNola added a goal.
Summit goalkeeper Tyler Hadley re-
corded seven saves.

McLane led Westfield with two
goals and an assist. Duffy had a goal
and an assist. Engelke added one goal.
Prybylski recorded an assist. Theo
Dardia had five saves in net for the
Blue Devils.
Westfield 1 2 0 1 4
Summit 3 1 2 3 9

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

OFFICE OF THE TOWN ENGINEER
959 NORTH AVENUE WEST

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

The Town of Westfield is requesting
proposals to secure the services of a State
Registered Public Works Contractor to
implement improvements to the Coffee
Kiosk building located at the South Av-
enue Train Station in the Town of Westfield.

Sealed responses will be received by
the Town Engineer by the close of busi-
ness on Friday, June 14, 2019 in the office
of the Town Engineer, 959 North Avenue,
West, Westfield, New Jersey 07090, for
the following project:

COFFEE KIOSK IMPROVEMENTS

Specifications and instructions may be
obtained at the Office of the Town Engi-
neer between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and
4:30 p.m., or via email at
engineer@westfieldnj.gov. Questions re-
garding the RFP should be made in writing
addressed to the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey,
07090 or faxed to (908) 789-4113 at least
five (5) business days prior to the date of
submittal.

Respondents shall comply with the re-
quirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27 et seq. A copy of your New
Jersey Business Registration Certificate
shall be included with your proposal.

The Town of Westfield is soliciting quali-
fications through a fair and open process
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4
et seq.

Kris J. McAloon
Town Engineer

1 T - 05/16/19, The Leader Fee: $36.21

D. Blair Corbin’s

Walk Down Memory Lane

Raiders
Blue Devils

Cougars

David B. Corbin (May 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NECK-AND-NECK...Blue Devil Matt Russo, left, drafts Leland Jones (Summit)
in the 1,600 at the UCT Championships (May 14-15, 2015).

David B. Corbin (May 2015 files)  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THIRD IN THE 800...Blue Devil Brooke Scheaffer, right, took third in the 800 at
the UCT Championships in Plainfield (May 14-15, 2015).

David B. Corbin (May 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING FOR A SHOT...Blue Devil Blake Taylor, No. 6, tries to shed a North
Brunswick defender in the first round of the North Jersey, Group 4 Tournament
in Westfield on May 16, 2015. The Blue Devils won, 18-1.

Checking out mid-May 2015. From
the archives of The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. WWWgoleader.com

May 13, 2015: Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School senior Jeffrey
Rodgers earned his 100th career vic-
tory with a 6-2, 6-0 win over Josep
Mejia of Elizabeth at Kramer Tennis
Courts in Scotch Plains. The mile-
stone win was just the latest in a
dominant career for Rodgers, who
has been playing first singles for the
Raiders ever since stepping on the
court as a freshman.

May 14, 2015: The Blue Devils
girls lacrosse team advanced with a
17-8 victory over Randolph in the
first round of the NJSIAA North Jer-
sey, Group 4 Tournament held on
May 14 at Kehler Stadium in
Westfield. Senior Sam Paoletti, who
scored three goals and dished out two
assists, led the Blue Devils. Sophie
Bass and Julia Gretsky (1 assist each)
also scored three goals.

May 14-15, 2015: Union Catholic
won both sides of the Union County
boys and girls track & field champi-
onships at Hub Stine Field in
Plainfield. The Viking boys won their
fifth straight title with a 134 total to
outdistance the Raiders with 65 points,
followed by Union at 50 and Westfield
at 47. The Lady Vikings finished with
135 points, followed by Union at 78
and Summit at 50. Westfield took
fifth with 39 points, Cranford was
10th at 13 and the Raiders were 12th
with eight points.

Raider Kobe White, however, got
some redemption after having a false
start at the Watchung Conference meet
on May 8 by placing first in the 100
meters with a personal record (PR)
time of 10.99. Teammate Merlin
Edmond, who won at the conference
meet with a time of 10.93, finished
third at 11.16. Edmond, Quincy
Sanchez, White and Cameron Smith

won the 4x400 in 3:23.34.
On Day 2, after the first lap of the

3,200, Blue Devil Matt Russo was
virtually running all alone way ahead
of the rest of the pack and finished
first with a PR time of 9:26.65, nearly
24 seconds faster than his nearest
competitor, Viking Nate Papachristos.
Blue Devil Mae Devin won the pole
vault with a height of 10-0.

May 16, 2015: Seeded second
and facing 15th-seeded North
Brunswick, the Blue Devil boys la-

crosse team got the opportunity to,
not only field its second team play-
ers, but also several players from
the JV team in the first round of the
North Jersey, Group 4 Tournament
at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield.
The result was a not unexpected 18-
1 triumph. Attacker Luke Prybylski
fired in three goals and attacker
James Bohlinger notched a pair of
goals and assisted on three, while
scooping five ground balls. Bran-
don Leuthold put in two goals.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STARTING THE FIRST LAP...The Watchung Division girls begin the first lap of the 1,600 at the Union County Conference
Championships on May 9. Raider Sara Greene, center, and Blue Devil Grace Endy, right, keep with the pack.
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Raiders ‘Small Ball’ GL; Win UCT Semi, 6-2
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

pitch, stole second then scored on
Grill’s single to left-center. Grill’s
courtesy runner, Nicky Leonardis was
gunned down by Raider catcher Chris
Smith as he attempted to steal second.

The Raider second inning began
with a leadoff walk to Pat Cuccurullo
(1-for-2, 2 runs, RBI). Smith took a
fastball to the foot then Lorenzetti
plopped down his perfect bunt single
that forced Grill to throw wildly over
the first baseman’s outstretched glove
as Cuccurullo and Smith’s courtesy
runner Ricky Lopez scored.

“I was just trying to get it down. We
had runners on. Just trying to move
then over then the next guy can hit
them in. Fortunately he threw it away
and we got both in right there,”
Lorenzetti explained.

Raider Mike Dieu got the ball roll-
ing in the third inning with a single
past third.

“I have been working on my swing
lately. I have been swinging pretty
confidently. Grill is a good pitcher
and he hits his spots and I was able to
get a hold of a curveball and put it into
left. I was happy that got the momen-
tum going for the team. The energy it
started was more important than the
hit, so we just kept going,” Dieu said.

That energy did frazzle the High-
landers which led to additional errors
and the Raiders capitalized. Tyler Stines
reached on an error as Dieu skid around
third and had to stay put. Cuccurullo
ricocheted an infield RBI single that
also caused another throwing error.

“I was ahead in the count. They
were playing the infield in. Fortu-
nately I hit it hard off the guy’s glove
and it went to centerfield. I have been
struggling a bit at the plate but it’s
awesome for me to know these guys
have confidence in me whenever I go

up to the plate,” Cuccurullo said.
Then Chris Smith gave the Raiders

a 6-1 lead with his line drive RBI
single to left.

“He’s been great all year,”
Cuccurullo expressed. “He’s stepped
up big time. At the beginning of the
year, he wasn’t hitting that much. For
him to come up big in a spot like that,
it shows how great of a player he is
and what he can do.”

“They [GL] have a big reputation.
We just tried to put things together,
have the momentum on our side and
move on from that,” Lorenzetti said.

“We put the ball in play early and
put a few bunts down. That really
helped us out. We got guys who can
do that well and a few guys who can
run. It put a little bit of pressure on
their defense. They are a good defen-
sive team but today we were lucky
that there were a few plays they
couldn’t make,” Coach Higgins said.

DeFeo, however, had the Raiders’
number as he held them scoreless,
allowing only one hit and walking
none for the remainder of the game,
while recording seven strikeouts.

“We haven’t hit him ever. I believe
we faced him in relief all three times
this year and once last year, and we’ve
never done anything. He mixes it up,”
Coach Higgins expressed.

The final Highlander threat came
in the sixth when Mike DelSordi
singled and Compton walked with
one out but Wilkinson fanned Andy
Serretti and got Grill to ground out
back to the mound.

Close games have been the story
line with the Raiders this season. The
Raiders had 12 games decided by one
run and they won six and lost six.
They also had two games decided by
two runs, winning one and losing one.

At the beginning of the season, the
Raiders were on the short side of
those decisions but the tables have
since been turned.

“When I got called up, we played a
lot of close games but I think the one
thing that helped us was teamwork.
We are playing as a team, we are
playing good, we are pretty comfort-
able,” Lorenzetti said.

“We always have the mentality of
going out there and competing. Some
of those games just didn’t go our way.
That’s going to happen. That’s base-
ball. We stuck together and we put
games together and we knew we could
win,” Cuccurullo said.

“Regardless of the outcome, hav-
ing played so many close games, we
are more relaxed in such a tight situ-
ation. I think that allows us to perform
better. We know we can come back.
We know what we are capable of,”
Dieu said.

“That just shows how we changed
as a team. Coming from then till now
shows how much we matured, shows
how much we are dedicated to the
sport,” Wilkinson said.

On May 15 at Kean University, the
Raiders would face the fourth-seeded
AL Johnson Crusaders, 10-7 winners
over the eighth-seeded Summit
Hilltoppers, for the UCT crown.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 123 000 0 6
Gov Livingston 100 010 0 2

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services Directory

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

  

ANGELO QUERQUES

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY WORK

Paver Walkways
Sidewalks

Steps
Culture Stone

Water Proofing

Phone: 973-672-7599

Cell: 973-222-7335

Westfield
Flag Rugby
Summer 2019

UNION COUNTY RUGBY CLUB INTRODUCES
Westfield Blue Devils Flag Rugby
CO-ED Non-Contact Flag Rugby

Summer 2019 • June 11th - July 27th

OWLS:         CHILDREN ENTERING GRADES K-1
FALCONS:  CHILDREN ENTERING GRADES 2-3
HAWKS:      CHILDREN ENTERING GRADES 4-6
EAGLES:     CHILDREN ENTERING GRADES 7-9

Age Groups

Fees: $90.00
Siblings $80 (1st sibling), $70 (2nd sibling) Family Max $240

Our program teaches basic ball skills, game rules and team play, in a fun
and enjoyable atmosphere. All participants play and are involved on an

equal basis. Parents wishing to volunteer to help with practices or
running home events most welcome.

For more information contact:
westfieldflagrugby@gmail.com

www.mudturtlerfc.com

LOPEZ SQUEEZES GALE HOME; DIEU RAPS 2 HITS, 2 RBI

Baseball Raiders Rally to Beat
Westfield in Rivalry Game, 5-4

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rick Lopez dropped down a per-
fectly placed suicide squeeze bunt
that scored Willy Gale from third
base with the winning run in the bot-
tom of the seventh inning for Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in a 5-4 victory over
Westfield on May 7 in Scotch Plains.
Lopez, a late game insertion, faced
Blue Devil relief pitcher Christopher
Ho with one out and the bases filled.

“I didn’t come into the game until
late as a pinch hitter,” said Lopez.
“But I was sitting in the dugout timing
him up. I like to do that with every
pitcher because I never know when I
might have to go into a game and
contribute in a big spot. I noticed that
he was starting a lot of hitters off with
curveballs in his first inning of work.
Then I noticed in the second inning
that he worked, he switched over to
throwing more fastballs to start off
hitters and he seemed to be having
trouble getting that pitch over the
plate. So I felt like I was going to see
a heater from him as the first pitch and
it was exactly that. It was low, thank-
fully. I guessed that down 1-0, he was
going to come back with another
fastball. He got it to a 1-1 count and I
got the squeeze sign and I was able to
lay the ball down in front of the plate
and the rest was all Willy Gale.”

Lopez delivered a perfect tap that
slow-rolled between the catcher and a
diving Ho, who tried to sweep the ball
towards his catcher in a desperate

attempt to beat Gale to the plate. Even
had Ho been able to field the ball
cleanly there was no way he would
have gotten Gale in time as the speedy
senior was almost home by the time
the ball reached Ho.

“I saw him when he looked towards
me then immediately lifted his leg
and went towards home with the ball”
said Gale. “So I just took off running
and trusted my teammate Ricky Lopez
to get the bunt down.”

The game winning play helped the
Raiders climb all the way back from a
4-0 deficit. It was the latest in a series

of one-run games that the Raiders
have played this year.

“We started off the season losing a
lot of these one run games,” said
Lopez. “I think we understood how it
felt to be so close to winning and to
just let them slip away. Most of the
time it was our fault. I think we could
have fixed things. Now we are click-
ing on all cylinders at the right time. It

shows what a team can do when it
becomes comfortable in these situa-
tions.”

In this one, the Raiders were nearly

blown out of it early when Westfield
pushed four runs across the plate in
the top of the third inning. The Blue
Devils got a two-out rally going
against Raider starter Patrick
Cucurullo that was helped by a pair of
Raider errors. Dan Kohler rapped an
RBI single and Ho added an RBI
double off of the leftfield fence.

The Raiders answered with three
runs in the bottom of the third inning.
Josh Canavan delivered a high popup
that found its way onto the outfield
grass behind second base for an RBI
single. Matt Delgado added an RBI

ground out to second. Michael Dieu
smacked an RBI double off the
centerfield fence. Westfield starter
Michael Carlone managed to get
Cucurullo to ground back to the mound
to end the inning.

The Raiders tied the game at 4-4 in
the fifth inning. Canavan tapped a
leadoff bunt single then stole second
base. Canavan later scored from third

on Dieu’s, two-out, infield single.
Dieu’s slow roller caused Blue Devil
second baseman Christian Pansini to
make a charging effort while falling
forward as he flicked to first. But
Dieu dove in headfirst to beat the
play. The run was critical as Carlone
struck out the next batter, Tyler Stines,
to end the inning.

“That is part of the high school
game…bunting,” said Westfield Head
Coach Robert Brewster. “Scotch
Plains always does a nice job with
bunting the ball. They do it really
well.”

Ho relieved Carlone in the sixth
inning and he was nothing short of
sensational, striking out two batters
and setting the Raiders down in order.
Ho, who had struck out eight of nine
batters he faced in a relief appearance
against Union Catholic a week ear-
lier, however struggled with control
in the seventh. He walked the bases
loaded, while getting just one out
before Lopez delivered on the suicide
squeeze.

“The first inning he was fantastic,”
said Brewster. “He starts thinking
about things too much. Get the ball
and throw it in the strike zone. That is
it. He is gifted with a great arm, so he
has to throw the ball in the strike zone.
Get ahead in the count and work from
there. He is only a sophomore. I think
he is going to be a real good one
eventually.”

Dieu had two hits and two RBI and
Canavan had two hits and scored
twice. Mike Urbano pitched two in-
nings of scoreless relief to earn the
win for the Raiders. Westfield was
paced by Dan Kohler who had two
hits and an RBI. Ho was charged with
the loss in relief.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood would face
Governor Livingston in the Union
County Tournament semifinals. The
Raiders entered the tournament as the
number six seed but they have been
hot of late and will send ace starter
Dan Wilkinson to the hill against the
second seeded Highlanders.

“It is tough to beat a team three
times in a season and that is what GL
is going to have to do against us,” said
Lopez.
Westfield 004 000 0 4
Sc Pl-Fanwood 003 010 1 5

Raiders Nipped by Tigers, 5-4;
Edge Colonia Patriot Nine, 3-2

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team fell short to the
South Plainfield Tigers, 5-4, in South
Plainfield on May 8 then recovered to
nip the Colonia Patriots, 3-2, in
Colonia on May 9.

With the game knotted 3-3, against
the Tigers, the Raiders scored once in
the top of the seventh but South
Plainfield answered with two runs to
seize the victory. TJ Massaro went 3-
for-3 with a triple and scored twice
for the 14-7 Tigers. Willy Gale went
2-for-2 with a double and a run scored
for the Raiders. Josh Canavan had
two singles, Angelo DiNizo doubled
and Dallas Lorenzetti singled, scored
once and had an RBI. Jonny Ramos
singled, was hit by a pitch and swiped
a base. Matt Delgado had an RBI.

Against the 7-13 Patriots, Josh
Sklarin pitched 5.1 innings to pick up
the win and Mike Urbano relieved
with one out in the fifth. Lou Matten
went 2-for-3 with a triple, an RBI and
a run scored for Colonia and Chris
Waldron singled and scored once.

The 12-8 Raiders have been in-

volved in 12 one-run games, winning
six and losing six. They also won a
game by two runs and lost a game by
two runs this season.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 001 002 1 4
South Plainfield 110 100 2 5

Sc Pl-Fanwood 110 001 0 3
Colonia 001 001 0 2

Support Local Journalism
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Probitas Verus Honos

Schulman, Horne Cougar Athletes of Week:
Miller Schulman is a 4 year varsity tennis player and our number 1 singles

player 2 years running and this year’s team captain.. He currently has a career
best record 11-4 and has earned a spot in the State singles tournament in early
June. Anna Horne, a senior on the varsity lacrosse team has been the starting
goalie for the last four years. She stopped her 800th save against Pequannock
in her last regular season game and had a 15-0 shut out against Parsippany
Hills in the Cougars’ Senior Night.

WF Lax Ladies Whip
West Deptford, 23-13
Defense took a seat to offense as the

Westfield High School girls lacrosse
team erupted with 12 goals in the first
half and added another 11 to whip
hosting West Deptford, 23-13, on May
7. Paige Radice stuffed in seven goals
and added an assist, while Olivia
Shields netted a pair of goals and added
five assists for the 8-7 Blue Devils.

Liz Healy and Nicole Scheuermann
each scored three goals. LJ Kehler
and Mikaela Buoscio each scored
twice and had an assist. Carley Farella
scored twice. Kellie Leuthold and
Maggie Aslanian each added a goal
and an assist.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TIME TO CELEBRATE...The Raiders swarm pitcher Danny Wilkinson after defeating Governor Livingston the UCT
semifinal game at Kean University on May 11. The Raiders won 6-2 and would face AL Johnson for the title.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“SQUEEZING” OUT THE WIN...Raider Willy Gale, No. 22, scored on Ricky
Lopez’s (No. 2) squeeze bunt to beat the Blue Devils 5-4.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DIVING SAFELY TO FIRST...Raider Mike Dieu dives safely over first base as
Blue Devil first baseman Danny Kohler gets the throw.
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

McLane Puts His Name
At Top of the Charts

Devon McLane became the all-time
leading goal scorer in WHS boys la-
crosse history on Saturday.

The senior, four-year starting
attackman came into the game at New
York City’s Fordham Prep trailing
Ryan Yarusi and Luke Prybylski by
one goal (123-122). He scored two
goals and added four assists in the 14-
2 victory.

He was already the career leader in
points (280) and assists (156).

And McLane is closing in on an-
other school record. With 94 points
this season (47 goals, 47 assists), he is
just five behind the single-season scor-
ing mark set by the legendary Rob
Schmalz in 1986.

Devon, the son of former Blue Devil
football and lacrosse standout Jason
McLane (’89), will be playing his
collegiate lacrosse at Brown Univer-
sity in Providence, R.I.

The WHS boys lacrosse program
was started in 1978 by coach Shaun
Cherewich, when the games were
played at Sycamore Field, behind the
“new” firehouse.

The highly successful program has
won three state titles (1986, 1987,
2014) and produced 21 all-Ameri-
cans: Dan Gilday, Rob Schmalz
(twice), Steve Locker, Tim Nolan,
Gregg Schmalz, Brendan Flaherty
(twice), Jason McLane, Chris Wojcik
(twice), Ed Joffe, Mike Baly, Chris
Zaffuto, Christian Burgdorf, Luke
Prybylski (twice), Pat Aslanian, Jack
Simcox, Owen Prybylski, and Nick
Bond.

GOLFERS WIN SECTIONAL
After third-place finishes in the re-

cent conference and county meets,
Ryan Daly’s squad captured the state
North 1-2 Group 4 sectional at Hawk
Pointe Golf Club in Washington.
Sophomore Colin Summers led with
a 77 followed by senior captain George
Snell and junior Jason Lee with 80s,
and freshman Nick Conti at 85. WHS
qualified for Monday’s Tournament
of Champions, the first time since
2008.

BY THE NUMBERS
Baseball: The Brew Crew will

qualify for this year’s state tourna-
ment as a No. 7 or 8 or 9 seed in North
2, Group 4. The team was 6-11 record
after being no-hit Saturday by
Hunterdon Central in a rematch of
last year’s state Group 4 title game. It
was only the third time the Devils
have been no-hit during coach Bob
Brewster’s 37 years at the helm, most
recently by Cranford’s Kevin Feeley
in the 1998 Union County Tourna-
ment.

Softball: Caitlin Cheddar’s girls,
who played Roselle Park earlier in the

week for the Union County Tourna-
ment title, figure to get a top seed for
sectionals, and could have a semifinal
date with Bayonne, the only team to
beat them.

Boys lacrosse: When the Blue
Devils lost to Summit, 9-4, in the
Union County Tournament final, it
was the 14th time in the UCT’s 17-
year history that those two met in the
title game. The Hilltoppers hold a 9-
5 advantage in finals. WHS won
back-to-back in 2006-07, and cap-
tured three in a row from 2015-17.
The boys began state tournament play
yesterday.

Girls lacrosse: The fifth-seeded
WHS girls, who lost to UCT champion
Summit on Saturday, face familiar foe
Hillsborough in their state tournament
quarterfinal match-up. The Devils went
on the road last year and upset the
Raiders en route to the first state sec-
tional title in school history.

Tennis: WHS has had 10 matches
end in a 3-2 score this spring and
they’ve won eight of them. None was
closer than the May 8 win over Chris-
tian Brothers Academy. It was remi-
niscent of the 3-2 win over West
Windsor-Plainsboro South in the 2007
Tournament of Champions final.
WHS’s two losses against CBA were
both three-setters, as was one of its
victories. The other two were “only”
two-setters, but the scores were 7-6,
7-6 in one and 7-6 and 7-5 in the other.
That’s why first and second dubs are
every bit as important as singles
matches in dual meets.

The second-seeded Devils started
state tournament play earlier this week
and, if the seeds hold up, they’ll visit
top-seeded Ridge on Monday in the
sectional final.

Track: The boys and girls will be at
Plainfield’s Hub Stine Field this af-
ternoon for the Union County Cham-
pionships, which have been held for
around 100 years. The WHS boys
have won the team title 11 times –
1924, 1925, 1926, 1940, 1973, 1979,
1982, 1986, 1987, 2008 and 2010;
the girls have never finished higher
than second, which they’ve done eight
times – 1992, 1994, 1997, 1999, 2000,
2001, 2017 and 2018.
THE ‘OTHER’ HALL OF FAME

The Westfield Hall of Fame, an-
other local project that evolved under
the helm of the late Lee Hale, with
assistance from the Westfield His-
torical Society, will hold its sixth in-
duction dinner this September, with
12 new inductees.

Among them are a few familiar
names that could be familiar to local
sports fans. Bob Brewster Sr., who is
already in the Newark Athletic Hall of
Fame and the Westfield Athletic Hall

of Fame, will be inducted posthu-
mously, as will the multi-faceted Paul
Robeson. Also being inducted is Gail
Cassidy.

Brewster and his wife Marge are
the parents of four Westfield High
graduates – Bob, Brad, Daryl and
Roger. He is a former athlete at
Newark’s Central High, a UNICO
Man of the Year, and spent decades
working with the youth of Westfield
in football, basketball and baseball.
His son Bob is now in his 38th year as
head baseball coach at Westfield High.

Robeson, who lived in town for
parts of five years (1907-1912) and

has a street named after him, was a
two-time all-American end at Rutgers
and also was class valedictorian in
1919. He was a (Harlem) Renais-
sance man, playing professional foot-
ball, and later becoming both a movie
and stage star, a well-known singer
and an early and very important civil
rights activist.

Cassidy is the mother of WHS ath-
letes Tom and Lynne Cassidy. Tom
played basketball and baseball; Lynne
was a fantastic swimmer and was in-
ducted into the WAHOF in 2014 as
both a member of the 1987-88-89
girls swim teams and as an individual.

The WHOF has inducted 71 people
since 2008, among the sport-related
ones are Gary Kehler, Jeff Torborg,
Bob Clotworthy, the McGinley fam-
ily, Grover Connell, Charles Codding
and Hale. The last induction was in
2016. Previous inductions were in
2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012.

PICKLEBALL CONTENDER
Tom Quimby (’65) recently fin-

ished second and fourth in the U.S.
Open Pickleball Championships in
Naples, Fla. Pickleball is a paddle
sport that combines elements of bad-
minton, tennis and ping pong.

Quimby and Glenn Marten of Har-
risburg, Pa., played in the 70-plus
event and lost a close battle in the
bronze medal match. In the 70-plus
4.5 event they reached the gold-medal
match but had to settle for second
place.

Quimby, who currently lives in
Wellfleet, Mass., and Sebastian, Fla.,
was quick to jump on the bandwagon
for what has become the fastest grow-
ing sport in the country.

“I played racquetball for 50 years,”
Quimby said, “so I had a pretty sound
foundation to get pretty good quickly.”

Quimby, who will turn 72 in Au-
gust, is a certified Pickleball instruc-
tor, in Vero Beach, Fla., during the
winter months and on Cape Cod in the
summer.

ON THIS DATE
1943: Frank Santy pitched a one-

hitter as the Westfield Hawks opened
the Union County Baseball League
season with a 2-0 victory over the
Elizabeth North Ends at Tamaques
Park.

1958: The WHS golf team, which
was 15-0 in John Lay’s only year as
head coach, finished second to Pingry
at the Union County Tournament.

AROUND THIS DATE
May 15, 1992: Matt Connell’s goal

in the fifth overtime lifted the WHS
lacrosse team to a 7-6 victory over
Hunterdon Central.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-003326-19
FILE NO. 26356-19

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
HOSPITAL & DOCTORS SER-
VICE BUREAU;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which AMACO is the plaintiff and
MATHILDA C. KOLESAR A/K/A MATILDA
C. KOLESAR, ET ALS; are defendants,
pending in the Superior Court of New Jer-
sey, Chancery Division, UNION County
and bearing Docket No. F-003326-19 within
thirty-five (35) days after May 16, 2019
exclusive of such date.  If you fail to answer
or appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6,
Judgment by Default may be rendered
against you for relief demanded in the
Complaint. You shall file your Answer and
Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 15-00072,
sold on 6/6/2016, dated 6/14/2016, and
was recorded on 7/11/2016 in Book 14116
at Page 956, made by PAUL M. LESNIAK,
Collector of Taxes of ELIZABETH, and
State of New Jersey to AMACO and sub-
sequently assigned to plaintiff, AMACO.
This covers real estate located in ELIZA-
BETH, County of UNION, and State of New
Jersey, known as LOT 893 BLOCK 3 as
shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of ELIZABETH and
concerns premises commonly known as
554-556 SOUTH BOND STREET, ELIZA-
BETH, New Jersey.

YOU, HOSPITAL & DOCTORS SER-
VICE BUREAU, are made party defendant
to the above foreclosure action because
on April 15, 1999, a judgment was entered
in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Middlesex County, by Hospital & Doctors
Service Bureau against Joseph Kolesar
disclosing a debt in the amount of
$2,442.59, plus interest.  Said judgment
was entered as Judgment No. DJ-089888-
1999.  Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED:  May 10, 2019

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 5/16/19, The Leader Fee: $68.34

WHS Boys Varsity Volleyball
Team Is Making Its Mark

On a spring afternoon at Westfield
High School, the gymnasium echoes
with the whack of volleyballs slam-
ming into the floor as boys leap into
the air, hitting the balls full force.

In 2017, after years of lobbying by
students Alex Cisneros and Cory Bill-
ings, the WHS Athletic Director,
Sandra Mamary established a boys
volleyball club team. The idea was to
gauge interest and determine whether
a varsity and junior varsity program
might someday become viable. The
results were surprising. Over two
dozen boys showed up at the interest
meeting, and the club team came into
being. That season, parents and play-
ers demonstrated their enthusiasm and
support, and the following school year
the Board of Education approved boys
volleyball as a varsity sport.

In 2018, as a New Jersey State
Interscholastic Athletic Association
(NJSIAA) varsity team, the Westfield
High School boys, coached by Jay
Cook, had a very successful inaugu-
ral season, reaching the county’s semi-
finals. The Union County Conference

named Blue Devils Cory Billings and
David Broughton as First and Second
Team players, respectively.

This spring, Ed Saggio was named
coach for the varsity team. Coach
Saggio has been involved with a num-
ber of very successful girls’ high
school teams in New Jersey since
1983, including Columbia, Paramus,
and Paramus Catholic High Schools.
In their second season, the WHS boys
varsity team, led by captains Julian
Trott, Broughton and Alfredo
Cardenas-Caceres, is wrapping up the
season with six wins and seven losses
in the league, with one more game
scheduled this Friday against Linden
High School.

Alan Solovey, a junior on the var-
sity team, has witnessed the team’s
development, “The team has evolved
quite a bit over these last three years
both in terms of physical skill and
mental connection across the team.
Many of us have been together for all
three years and have become quite
close.”

Junior Elijah Soh concurs, “The

thing I like the most about being on
the team is how everyone encourages
each other in every single play. If
anyone is down, the team makes sure
that everyone has your back.”

Coach Saggio is pleased with the
results, “This year’s team had a re-
markable year. In only its second sea-
son the team was highly competitive
in every single match. We look for-
ward to continued growth.”

The boys credit their coach for their
improvement. “Coach Saggio has
clearly helped the team improve this
year by focusing on key fundamen-
tals,” said Soh.

Solovey added, “He definitely
knows a lot about the game and has
helped us improve on playing techni-
cally sound volleyball.”

The future of the varsity team’s
success is dependent on the develop-
ment of younger players, beginning
with the junior varsity team, coached
by Dave Tarullo.

“Next year I hope to bring more
people into this program and ulti-
mately win more games,” Soh said.

In addition, AD Mamary plans to
establish an 8th grade boys volleyball
team in the district next spring. As
another training opportunity for
younger boys, the WHS girls varsity
volleyball coach, Beverly Torok, runs
a spring clinic for middle schoolers
and a summer camp through the
Westfield Recreation Department for
elementary grades and middle
schoolers. This year both programs
are open to boys and girls. Informa-
tion can be found at https://
www.westfieldnj.gov/recreation un-
der Summer Programs and Camps
2019.

Competitive boys volleyball in the
Westfield school district is here to
stay.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 19-10

AN ORDINANCE FIXING SALARIES AND WAGES OF CERTAIN OFFI-
CIALS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the County
of Union, State of New Jersey as follows:

SECTION 1. The following named officials and employees of the Borough of Garwood
shall be entitled to an annual salary or wages hereinafter set forth opposite each
respective classification:

POSITION MINIMUM     MAXIMUM
Accounting/Payroll Clerk – Part time 15.00 PH 20.00 PH
Accounting/Payroll Clerk – Full time 35,000 42,000
Accounts Payable Clerk – Part time 15.00 PH 20.00 PH
Accounts Payable Clerk – Full time 35,000 42,000
Administrator/Municipal Clerk 100,000 116,000
Board of Health Secretary 1,000 1,500
Board of Health Licensing Official 1,500 2,000
Chief Financial Officer/Treasurer
            /Assistant Administrator 85,000 100,000
Clerical Municipal Office – Part time 10.00 PH 15.00 PH
Clerk/Stenographer 40,000 47,000
Council Members (6) 0 2,000
Deputy Municipal Clerk 45,000 55,000
Deputy Registrar of Vital Statistics 250 1,000
Deputy Tax Collector 40,000 45,000
Fire Safety Inspectors 20.00 PH 25.00 PH
Mayor 0 2,000
Municipal Alliance Coordinator 3,500 7,500
Municipal Court Administrator 45,000 52,000
Municipal Engineer 20,000 25,000
Municipal Housing Liaison – Part time 2,000 5,000
Municipal Judge 18,000 23,000
Network Administrator Police Computers 2,500 3,500
Office of Emergency Management/Secretary 150 500
Office of Emergency Management/Director 2,000 5,000
Parking Enforcement Officer – Part time 17.00 PH 22.00 PH
Planning Board Planner/Engineer 2,000 5,000
Planning Board Secretary 12,000 15,000
Police Chief 135,000 150,000
Property Maintenance Officer – Part time 17.00 PH 22.00 PH
Recreation Aides 8.85 PH 15.00 PH
Recreation Director 7,500 10,000
Recreation Director/Summer Program 23.00 PH 28.00 PH
Recreation Supervisors 9.00 PH 20.00 PH
Registrar of Vital Statistics 5,000 7,500
School Crossing Guards 13.00 PH 24.00 PH
Senior Citizen Bus Driver 15.00 PH 19.00 PH
Senior Citizen Director 4,000 7,000
Senior Citizen Handyman 15.00 PH 20.00 PH
Shade Tree Officer 3,000 5,000
Special Police Officer, Matron – Class “C” 12.00 PH 15.00 PH
Superintendent of Public Works
          /Recycling Coordinator 70,000 78,000
Tax Assessor - Part time 14,000 20,000
Tax Collector – Part time 20,000 25,000
Tax Collector – Full time 55,000 60,000
Zoning Code Review Official 8,000 13,000
Zoning Code Enforcement Official 6,000 10,000
Violations Clerk – Part time 10.00 PH 15.00 PH

Police Dispatcher: RANGE 29,355 53,000
Probationary 29,355 29,355
Class  IV 30,677 30,677
Class  III 32,341 32,341
Class  II 34,007 34,007
Class  I 35,671 35,671

SECTION 2. The salaries fixed pursuant to Section 1 hereof for the Borough Tax
Collector, CFO/Treasurer, Assessor, Judge, Engineer, Borough Clerk, Police Chief,
Superintendent of Public Works and Court Administrator shall be in lieu of all fees which
may be collected by said Officer or Employees and all said fees shall be turned over to
the Borough Treasurer.

SECTION 3. The salaries and wages provided for in Section 1 hereof shall be payable
bi-weekly unless otherwise ordered by resolution of the Mayor and Council.

SECTION 4. The within salaries shall be retroactive and take effect January 1.
SECTION 5. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith shall be and

they are hereby repealed.
SECTION 6. This ordinance shall take effect at the time and in the manner prescribed

by law.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance No. 19-10, was introduced and passed on first
reading at a meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the County
of Union, State of New Jersey, held on the 9th DAY OF APRIL 2019, and that Ordinance
No. 19-10, will be taken up for further consideration for final passage at the meeting of said
Borough Council to be held at its meeting room in the Municipal Building, 403 South
Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey, on the 23rd DAY OF MAY  2019, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon
thereafter as said matter can be heard, at which time and place all persons who may be
interested therein will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 05/16/19, The Leader Fee: $156.06

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
11:00 AM prevailing time on Wednesday,
May 29, 2019, for the “ FURNISHING AND
DELIVERING OF CROSSING GUARD
SERVICES  FOR SCHOOL POSTS FOR
THE WESTFIELD POLICE DEPART-
MENT JULY 1, 2019 THROUGH JUNE
30, 2020”

The work of this contract shall consist of
providing Crossing Guard services for ap-
proximately 49 established posts in the
Town of Westfield, for the Westfield Police
Department, as specified and described in
the bid documents.

All bidders must submit with their bid a
copy of their New Jersey Business Regis-
tration Certificate. Failure to submit proof
of registration will disqualify the bid.

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour mentioned
above, and must be accompanied by a
certified check, cashier’s check, or Bid
Bond, drawn to the order of the Town of
Westfield for $5,000.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 et seq. A complete
statement as to these requirements is in-
cluded in the specifications.

Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured at the office of the Town Clerk,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey. The Mayor and Council reserve
the right to reject any bid, and to waive any
informality in any bid, if in the interest of the
Town, it is deemed advisable to do so.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 05/16/19, The Leader Fee: $38.76

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 19-06

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTAB-
LISH A RESTRICTED PARK-
ING ZONE PURSUANT TO
N.J.S.A. 39:4-197.6 IN FRONT
OF 309 CENTER STREET, IN
THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD.

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
19-06, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, THURSDAY, MAY 09, 2019.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 05/16/19, The Leader Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 8th day of
May, 2019 the Planning Board of the Town-
ship of Cranford, in the County of Union
took the following action:

1. Application PBA-17-00004 CON-
TINUED TO May 15th 2019. Hartz Moun-
tain Industries, Applicant, 750 Walnut Av-
enue, Block: 541, Lot: 2, C-3 Zone, Appli-
cant is seeking to rezone the subject prop-
erty to eliminate the office and warehous-
ing uses in favor of multi-family residential
use (§136-13).

Donna Pedde
Secretary

1 T - 5/16/19, The Leader Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board, at their meeting on May 6,
2019, adopted the following resolution for
the application acted upon at the April 1,
2019, meeting.

PB 19-03 Victor & Allison Passucci,
Block 2510 Lot 1, 812 South Avenue
West. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct a new three-story, mixed use build-
ing contrary to Section 11.28G4, 11.28G11,
17.02B4 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a front yard setback of 18.98 feet
where the Ordinance requires a minimum
front yard setback of 29.65 feet; to allow a
street side yard setback of 7.95 feet where
the Ordinance requires a minimum street
side yard setback of 20 feet; to allow a
coverage by improvements of 81.6% where
the Ordinance allows a maximum cover-
age by improvements of 70%; to allow 14
parking spaces where the Ordinance re-
quires 15.2 parking spaces. Application
approved with conditions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kris McAloon
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 05/016/19, The Leader Fee: $29.58

Photo courtesy of Varsity Vantage

Devon McLane became the all-time leading goal scorer in WHS boys lacrosse
history on Saturday. He now has 124 career tallies, passing Ryan Yarusi and Luke
Prybylski, who both had 123. Earlier this spring, McLane became the program’s
all-time leader in points and assists.

Photo courtesy of Susana McLane for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HOPING TO NOTCH A KILL...Blue Devil middle hitter Alan Solovey leaps up top notch a kill in a Union County
Tournament boys valleyball game against the Summit Hilltoppers on May 13.
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Blue Devils Fight Off Cougars in UCT Semi, 8-5
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Raider Boys First, Westfield 2nd at UCC Track
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Equal Housing
Opportunity 

OPEN SUNDAY 1 - 4 PM

MOUNTAINSIDE CUSTOM EXPANDED RANCHFANWOOD MOUNTAINSIDE

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD

Spectacular Custom Expanded Ranch situated on a private acre
property, 25 miles outside of NYC. 5 BR, 3F/2H Baths Resort-style living.

Spectacular Custom Expanded Ranch situated on a private acre
property, 25 miles outside of NYC. 5 BR, 3F/2H Baths Resort-style living.

Latest trending kitchen, baths and upgraded amenities. 3 Bedroom,
3.5 Baths 2 car garage, moments to town/transportation.

Sophisticated style is delivered by this ~7,000 sq ft custom home.
6BR, 6.5Bth, Designer EIK, Wired for Smart Home technology.

4 BR, 2.5 Bath Col. EIK and LR w/fplc, FDR, Den, attic, HWF,
CAC, att garage (2), walkout basement, deck & Pond.

4 BR, 3.5 Bath Expanded Split with an open floor plan. EIK, FDR,
FR, LR w/fireplace, MBR with a private Deck, att garage (2).

4 Bedroom, 4.5 Bath Colonial. Gourmet Kitchen, FDR, fireplaces in BR,
FR, LR and Rec Rm, finished basement, walk-up attic, walk to town, train.

Classic, yet beautifully renovated 5 BR, 4 Bath Colonial. Updated
Vincentsen EIK, FR, fenced back yard with deck, patio, and hot tub.

Nancy Kronheimer Patricia “Patty” O’ConnorNancy Kronheimer Holly Cohen

Jacqueline “Jackie” Mandell Linda Ingram Stephen Ohm Frances “Fran” Bradley

R E A L T O R S®

Sales Associate
of the Month

Carol
DiGraci

Top Dollar Volume
for the Month

of April

$995,000CUSTOM EXPANDED RANCH $1,150,000MOUNTAINSIDE $1,865,000CUSTOM HOME$569,000

$737,000 $975,000WESTFIELD $1,190,000 $1,279,000

COLONIAL

COLONIAL EXPANDED SPLIT COLONIALCENTER HALL COLONIAL

Sales Associate
of the Month

Sales Associate
of the Month

Sales Associate
of the Month

Don
Villane

Top Units
for the Month

of April

Gregory
Guillaume
Top Sales

for the Month
of April

Nancy
Kronheimer

Top Lister
for the Month

of April

weather so we will get even faster times.
We just have to figure out when we get
in the state meets what his four events
are. Right now he has been doing seven
events,” Coach Koegel said.

Also on Day 1, Blue Devil Will Log-
gia crossed first in the 1,600 with a time
of 4:25.27, followed by Union Catholic
Viking Myles Plummer at 4:26.51, Raid-
ers Brandon Garcia at 4:27.31 and Ben
Fleischer at 4:28.73, and Blue Devils
James McCutcheon at 4:29.32 and Will
McGlynn at 4:30.62.

The pack was very tight throughout
the race with Garcia and Plummer
leading by little more than a step the
majority of the time but Loggia took
the lead midway through the fourth
lap and stayed ahead.

“The whole race there was good
weather and we were just going fast
the whole way. Plummer from UC
was there, Garcia from Scotch Plains
and all of our guys were there. When
we got to the last lap, I started to feel
it but everybody was feeling it too. I
thought that if I make my move now,
they are going to have a tough time
beating me then with 200 to go, I put
on my surge on for a big kick,” Loggia
described. “I was ready to win some-
thing because in the county indoor
meet, I lost by a couple of steps.”

The race, however, was not without
incident as one of the officials, who
was preparing for the next event, the
100 dash, inadvertently obstructed

several of the runners as they rounded
the far corner for the home stretch,
causing much concern. Although it
did not really affect Loggia, who was
winning anyway, it definitely affected
McCutcheon who was actually cast
out into lane five to avoid a collision.

“Coming down the home stretch
there was an official, who was getting
ready to start one of the hurdle races
after we were done. He was kind of in
Lane 1 but I wasn’t worried about it.
I knew that he would get out of the
way. He kind of got out of the way
then it was just 100 meters of fighting
and I knew nobody could catch me.
Myles [Plummer] has a lot of speed,
so does Brandon. So I really just had
to put everything out there. I didn’t
know what was happening behind me
but I knew I had to go fast. I was
thankful that I was able to get off
pretty clean,” Loggia said.

Blue Devil Bradon Stryker placed
fourth in the discus with a toss of 136-
9 and Raider Doug Tibbals placed
sixth at 124-9. Blue Devil Quinn
Priscoe placed fifth in the triple jump
with a distance of 41-.8.5 and Tim
Alliegro took fifth in the shot put with
a shove of 46-8.25.

On Day 2, Olson denied Leigh of a
fourth title when he crossed first in the
200 at 21.98, while Leigh crossed in
22.1. Blue Devils Connor Hatch at
155-1, Will Kessler at 152-7 and Tom
Davis at 152-6 swept the javelin 1-2-

3. McCutcheon finished second in the
800 at 2:00, followed by Raider Myles
Singletary at 2:00.42 and Blue Devil
Cooper Brennan at 2:01.01.

Fleischer, who led from the start,
stepped up his pace on the last two laps
to easily win the 3,200 with a time of
9:39.44, followed by Loggia at 9:45.8
and Blue Devil Jack Moranz at 9:46.58.
McGlynn was fifth at 9:59.95. Estivene
finished second in the 110 hurdles at
14.94. Singletary, Justin Williams,
Estivene and Noah Samms finished
third in the 4x400 at 3:28.45.

UC Viking Conor Reilly cleared
15-3 to win the pole vault, followed
by Raider Ian Celardo at 13-0. Raider
Tyler Dvorin took fifth at 11-6. Blue
Devils Priscoe with a distance of 21-
7.75 and Cioffi at 20-3.5 placed 3-6 in
the long jump.

For the Mountain boys on Day 1,
Cranford Cougar Ryan Dooley placed
second in the javelin with a toss of
127-5 behind AL Johnson’s Tom
Flannigan at 145-4. Governor
Livingston took 3-4-5 in the event.
Cougars Jon Iosso finished fourth in
the 1,600 at 4:48.38, Ryan Aszklar
took fourth in the shot put with a
shove of 45-9 and Matt Maggio fin-
ished fifth in the 100 at 11.74.

On Day 2, Maggio finished sixth in
the 200 at 23.74. Mike Conrad took
second in the discus with a toss of
117-2. Aszklar at 104-5 and Bowers
at 98-8 placed 4-6.

a hard shot off the glove of third
baseman Ingraham as Lawrence and
Romano sprinted around to score.

“I tried in that situation to hit the
ball on the ground hard or get it to the
outfield so I can get the run in. Just
had to battle with two strikes and get
the runs in,” Gagliardi said.

Hobson drew a walk then
Pietrewicz pounded her two-run
double off the centerfield wall.
Hobson’s courtesy runner, Caroline
Dwyer, also attempted to score on the
play but she was gunned down at the
plate on a great throw by centerfielder
Ava Manfra to catcher Erin
Schwerdtfeger.

“With the bases loaded, I was just
trying to hit the ball hard somewhere,
try to get some RBI and I was able to
do it today,” Pietrewicz explained.

Pietrewicz then scored on Stogner’s
groundout to second.

“I was trying to get the run in and if
you have to sacrifice, you have to
sacrifice to get the run in and push the
team forward,” Stogner said.

The Cougars were not about to
surrender and proved it in the fifth
when Ingraham reached first base on
an error at second and Heim tagged
Hobson’s fastball for a two-run homer
over the centerfield fence to make the
score 5-3. The Blue Devils took ad-

vantage of some balls in the dirt and
some wild pitches to score twice in
the bottom of the inning. Lawrence
beat out an infield single and sped to
second on a wild pitch. Howell drew
a free pass. Both runners advanced on
a pitch in the dirt. Another wild pitch
allowed Lawrence to score on a close
play at the plate. Then Howell came
sliding home on Gagliardi’s ground
out to third.

Back came the Cougars with two
runs in the sixth to close the gap to 7-
5. Schwerdtfeger whacked a hard
double to left. Pietrewicz in right
field hauled in Manfra’s hard liner for
the first out. Gardiner chopped an
infield single then Ingraham’s blooper
into center was dropped as
Schwerdtfeger scored. The second
Cougar scored when the throw from

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLEARING THE HURDLE...Raider Justin Williams, left, clears the hurdle during the 110-hurdle event at the Union
County Conference Championships at Governor Livingston High School in Berkeley Heights on May 10.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ANOTHER PLAY AT HOME...Blue Devil Emma Pietrewicz slides home safely in sixth inning as Cougar catcher Erin
Schwerdtfeger leaps to grab the throw during the UCT semifinal on May 8. Pitcher Morrigan Gardiner covers.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING THE OUT...Cougar shortstop Liz McCaffery catches the popup
during the UCT semifinal game at Kean University on May 8.
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center was off the mark.
On her catch, Pietrewicz explained,

“I don’t want anything to get by me,
especially on this field. It’s going to
roll all the way to the fence, so I tried
to do everything I could for
Michaela.”

Aware of the Cougars’ moxie, the
Blue Devils felt they needed some
insurance in the bottom of the sixth.
Pietrewicz sizzled a single past first.
When Stogner slammed her double
to left, Pietrewicz turned on the burn-
ers and scored all the way from first to
add some icing.

“I had two strikes on me and I was
trying to fight off all my pitches until
I got the one that I liked. The one I
liked I hit it hard on the ground,”
Pietrewicz said.

“I was trying to get more insurance
runs for the game and close it out, so
getting Em[ma] in was something I
wanted to do. It was a little bit high. I
turned on it. It felt great coming off
the bat and bringing Em[ma] was
great,” Stogner described.

“We definitely showed up to play
today. We wanted to get our revenge.
We wanted to win the county tourna-
ment. We put everything we had to-
day. Some things didn’t go our way,
obviously, but we were definitely here
to play and definitely came to hit,”
Schwerdtfeger said.

In the first three innings before the
Blue Devils found success, Gardiner
struck out several batters on her
wicked high risers.

“We adjusted very quickly. Once

we got going, everyone kept hitting
and we got runs,” Stogner said.

Schwerdfeger was put to the test
several times with close calls at home
plate.

“On the one where I dove back to
the plate, I would definitely be bias to
think she was out but I gave it my all,
tried everything I can. Some calls in
our base running, they didn’t go our
way but you know what? You got to
work with what you got. We tried,”
Schwerdtfeger expressed.

Two Cougar popups and a strikeout
in the seventh earned the 14-1 Blue
Devils their trip to the UCT Champi-
onship game to face the second-
seeded Roselle Park Panthers, who
defeated Benedictine Academy, 2-1,
in nine innings. Last year, the Pan-
thers defeated the Blue Devils, 2-0,
for the title, so a spirited performance
could be expected.

“We played them twice this year
and Roselle Park always plays us
well. Maddie Hummel always pitches
us well. I think if we come in with the
same confidence we play with, we
will be able to get the job done,”
Gagliardi said.

“We are really looking forward to
that game, especially for redemption
of last year. If we come out with the
same energy as today, I think we are
going to be fine,” Pietrewicz added.

“Once we get the bats going, get a
rally started we are unstoppable,”
Stogner concluded.
Cranford 010 022 0 5
Westfield 000 521 x 8

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:

50+ A DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Deegan Roofing 6 0
Roselle American Legion 4 3
Phenomenal Boyz 4 3
Joe Maz Telecom 4 3

50+ B DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Linwood Inn 6 1
Riverside Inn 4 2
Contact Lens & Vision 3 2
Garwood Metal 3 4
Cranford VFW 2 5
Linda’s Driftwood Bar 1 5

50+ C DIVISION:
TEAM W L T
Advanced Financial 3 2 1
Bad Brains 2 3 1
AJ Jersey 2 5
Bob’s Rescue 0 6

JoeMax Telecom 15, Linda’s 0
JoeMax, scoring in every inning,

had hitting stars Nick Mennona, Brice
Evans, Mike Hoffman and John
Segledi all going 3-for-3.
GW Metal 15, Cranford VFW 10

Garwood scored seven runs in the
second inning. The Metal Benders
were led by David Ball (3B), Ron
Kulik and Rory Caldwell each with 3
hits. Jerry Veglia, Carl Gamba and
Robert La Conti each had 3 hits to
pace the VFW. Dave Pringle added a
single and a triple. John Fiore had a
long home run.
Phenom Boyz 20, AJ Jersey 5

Steve Barden (4 hits, 4 RBI), and
Roy Melvin (4 RBI) and Perry Man-
ning (3 RBI) with 3 hits each led the
Boyz.
Deegan 22, Roselle AL 20

Deegan jumped out to a 16-0 lead
after 3 1/2 innings, but Roselle
stormed back with 11 runs in the
bottom of the 4th and 5 runs in the 5th
to tie the game. The Roofers pulled
ahead and held off a two-out Legion
rally in the 7th inning. Kevin Spellman
(3H, 2B, HR, 5 RBI), Damon Roth
(4H, 2-2B, RBI), Farlan Alusik (3H,
BB, 2RBI) and John Garced (3H, 2B,
2RBI) led the Deeganators. Ed
Kushner, Gene Antonucci, Ed
Rodriguez, Hector Munoz, Jimmy
McCullough and Bill Buteau (all with

3 hits) led the Legion.
Linwood 19, Bob’s Rescue 0

There was no one to rescue Bob’s.
Joe Sarica, Richie Johns, Joe Menza
and Jeff Villani (3 hits each), Jim
Sydlo, Slope Rzewski, Brian Latham
and Glenn Anderson (2 hits apiece)
led Linwood. A “Sparkling” defen-
sive gem was recorded by Coach
Sparky Sarica at third base.
Riverside 13, Garwood Metal 6

Paul McClung (HR, 3 RBI), pitcher
Paul Newton, James Massarelli, Joe
Hrubash and Joe Purcell (all domi-
nant at the plate) led Riverside.
Tommy DeRocco, Ron Kulik, Greg
Hartnett, Bill McCormack, David Ball
and Rory Caldwell each had two hits
to lead the GM Warriors.
Linwood Inn 25, Linda’s 2 0

Brian Latham (5-for-5), Brian
Schaefer and pitcher Richie Johns (4
hits each), Steve Lerner, Joe Menza,
Leo DiGuilio, Tim Mulhall (HR) and
Glenn Anderson with 3 hits apiece led
Linwood.
Roselle AL 15, Bad Brains 13

Bill Buteau (3 hits, 3 runs), Harold
Zayas, Ed Rodriguez, Bill Dugan and
Ed Lubas (2 hits each) paced the
Legion win.
Contact 17, Advanced Financial 5

Chris Jones, Steve Wieczerzak and
Dave Rothenberg (all 5-for-5), Tim
Walsh and Dan Righetti (4 hits each)
led Contact. John Rachko and Dave
Grandmaison (both 3-for-3) led AF.
JoeMax 12, Phenomenal Boyz 6

JoeMax pitcher, John Deitch, kept
the P Boyz hitters off-balance most of
the night. JoeMax took a 10-2 lead
after two innings. Deitch (3-for-3,
triple), Dave Eckert and Al Genova
(each with triples) led JoeMax The
Boyz were led by Marion Hudson (2
RBI) and Perry Manning (RBI), both
with 2 hits.
Deegan 17, Cranford VFW 2

Pitcher Doug Fischer (3-for-3, 2
RBI), flawless defense, Charlie Collins
(3-for-3, HR, 4RBI) and Marty Marks
(3-for-3, 2RBI) led Deegan. Robert
LaConti and Bobby Ghiretti had 2 hits
each to pace Cranford’s attack.

ST. BART’S STANDINGS:
TEAM W L T Pct
St. Anthony 1 0 1.000
St. Vincent 1 0 1.000
St. Joseph 1 0 1.000
St. Sebastian 0 0 1   .500
St. Francis 0 0 1   .500
St. Wolfgang 0 1   .000
St. George 0 1   .000
St. Michael 0 1   .000

St. Anthony 12, St. Michael 6
St. Anthony scored on a single by

Louis Messano, a double by Varojuan
Baboomian, and a single by Bob
McGuinness in the first inning. St.
Michael collected 15 hits and St. An-
thony had 22 hits. St. Anthony scored
four runs in the seventh inning.
Messano, McGuinness, Edward
DeFrancesco, and Thomas Litterio
all drove in the runs.

Jonathan Villegas, Bryan Healy,
Glenn Gang, Brian Weber and Nash
Warfield each had multiple hits for St
Michael. Villegas led St. Michael with
three hits in three at-bats. Baboomian,
Messano, McGuinness, John
Greenblatt, Paul Leso, DeFrancesco
and Bobby Camisa all collected mul-
tiple hits for St. Anthony. Baboomian
went 4-for-4.
St. Joseph 15, St. Wolfgang 2

The Joey’s plated four first inning
runs on a single by James Barba, a
double by Tony Perconte and a single
by Michael Abram. St. Joseph scored
five runs in the seventh inning with
singles by David Merkel, pitcher
Harold Hopler, Abram, and Tom
Swales and a double by Perconte.

Eduardo Fernandez was on the rub-
ber for St. Wolfgang. He surrendered
15 runs on 29 hits over seven innings,
walking zero. St Wolfgang totaled 13
hits. Tom Fazio, Thomas Ulichny, Joe
Oporto and Walt Patrylo each had
multiple hits for the ‘Gang. Ted Florio
(4-for-4), Hopler, Chris SanJuan,

Swales, Merkel, Abram, Barba, Todd
Feinberg, Bill Scheiner and Perconte
each managed multiple hits for St.
Joseph.
St. Vincent 10, St. George 6

Salvatore Gano Jr. came to ballpark
and meant business, tallying four hits
for St. Vincent. The rookie Gano Jr.
tripled in the first, singled in the sec-
ond, tripled in the fourth, and homered
in the sixth. Each team smacked 15
hits.

St. Vincent’s David Eckert rapped
an RBI single in the first inning. St.
George scored three runs in the fourth
with singles by Robert Stratton and
Matt Hall and a double by Rich Reich.

Leading the Vincent attack were
Gano Jr., Nate Mangiris, Eckert, Ross
Alpert and John Veglia each racking
up multiple hits. Stratton, Ryan Peters
and James Richey all had multiple
hits for St George.
St. Sebastian 9, St. Francis 9

St. Sebastian evened the game on a
single in the seventh inning and the
game ended in a tie due to darkness.
After St. Francis scored two runs in
the top of the fifth, St. Sebastian an-
swered with two of its own. St
Sebastian then responded when Ed
Villaverde induced Dennis Reilly to
hit into a fielder’s choice, but one run
scored and Frank Apicella drew a
walk, scoring another run.

St. Sebastian notched three runs in
the sixth on a single by Francis
Vecchione and a sac fly by Wells
Pikaart. St. Sebastian totaled 13 hits
with Mike Markowycz, Joseph
Tilocca and Vecchione all managing
multiple hits.

St Francis collected 20 hits with
Joe Ursino (4-for-5), Michael Damato,
Villaverde, Josh Baik, Louis
Balestriere and John Quinones each
racking up multiple hits.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19001669

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008367-16

Plaintiff: FIRST TENNESSEE BANK NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION

VS.
Defendant: TONYA Y. WILLIAMS; EDNA

TUCKER; STATE OF NEW JERSEY; DOMS
2ND CHANCE AUTO SALES INC.; KEVIN J.
CORRY, DDS; ANESTHESIA ASSOC OF
MORRISTOWN

Sale Date: 06/12/2019
Writ of Execution: 12/15/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Forty-Seven Thousand Two Hundred Seventy-
One and 49/100*** $447,271.49.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 35, Block 903 f/k/a Lot 6, Block 22.
Commonly Known as 315 Sycamore Avenue,

Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)

116 x 54 x 116 x 54.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the North

side of Sycamore Avenue, 174 feet from the East
side of Mountain Avenue.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Eighty-Nine
Thousand Six Hundred Nine and 75/100***
$489,609.75 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 05/16, 05/23, 05/30
& 06/06/16 Fee: $189.72

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19001190

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-019001-18

Plaintiff: FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE
ASSOCIATION

VS.
Defendant: MANUEL E. ESPINOZA; NANCY

ESPINOZA, HIS WIFE; JPMORGAN CHASE
BANK, NA AND UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 05/22/2019
Writ of Execution: 03/04/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Ninety-Four Thousand Seven Hundred Eighty-
Six and 45/100*** $294,786.45.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, County of Union
and State of New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 2251 NEWARK AV-
ENUE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

It is known and designated as Block 9005, Lot
15 (F/K/A BLOCK: 225 LOT: 2).

The dimensions are approximately —60 feet X
100 feet.

Nearest cross street: SECOND STREET.
Prior lien(s): SEE ATTACHED EXHIBIT “A”
2019 2nd QUARTER TAXES OPEN/DUE IN

THE AMOUNT OF $2,814.83.
SEWER ACCOUNT PAST DUE IN THE

AMOUNT OF $264.77.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Two Thou-
sand Two Hundred Twenty-One and 41/100***
$302,221.41 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL & FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 04/25, 05/02, 05/09
& 05/16/19 Fee: $195.84

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19001333

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-023447-18

Plaintiff: CALIBER HOME LOANS, INC.
VS.
Defendant: JORGINA ALVES
Sale Date: 05/29/2019
Writ of Execution: 03/28/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Twelve Thousand Five Hundred Four and 24/
100*** $312,504.24.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, in
the State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 202
Watchung Terrance, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076.

TAX LOT # 11; Block # 3907 f/k/a 3908.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 000.114 AC
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Mountain Av-

enue.
Taxes and Other Encumbrances:
2nd Quarter of 2019 open balance in the

amount of $1,846.46*
*Plus interest on these figures through date of

payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.

SUBJECT TO: SUCH FACTS AS AN ACCU-
RATE SURVEY AND PHYSICAL INSPECTION
OF THE PREMISES MAY REVEAL, EASE-
MENTS AND RESTRICTIONS OF RECORD, IF
ANY; UNPAID TAXES, ASSESSMENTS, WA-
TER AND SEWER LIENS, IF ANY; RIGHTS OF
TENANTS AND OCCUPANTS, IF ANY; STATE
AND MUNICIPAL ORDINANCES, STATUTES
AND REGULATIONS, INCLUDING ZONING
ORDINANCES; ANY OUTSTANDING TAXES,
WATER AND SEWER WITH INTEREST
THROUGH THE DATE OF PAYOFF; IF THE
SALE IS SET ASIDE FOR ANY REASON, THE
PURCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE EN-
TITLED ONLY TO A RETURN OF THE DE-
POSIT PAID. THE PURCHASER SHALL HAVE
NO FURTHER RECOURSE, INCLUDING ANY
COSTS AND EXPENSES, INCLUDING ATTOR-
NEYS’ FEES, FOR BIDDING UPON THE PROP-
ERTY, AGAINST THE MORTGAGEE, OR THE
MORTGAGEE’S ATTORNEY; THE OUT-
STANDING TAXES, LIENS AND/OR ENCUM-
BRANCES DISCLOSED IN THIS PUBLICATION
ARE ACCURATE AS OF THE DATE OF SUB-
MISSION TO THE SHERIFF ONLY. IT IS THE
RESPONSIBILITY OF ANY POTENTIAL BID-
DER AT SALE TO DETERMINE THE AMOUNT
DUE, WHICH CAN BE OBTAINED FROM THE
LOCAL TAXING AUTHORITY. PLAINTIFF HAS
NO OBLIGATION TO FURTHER INVESTIGATE,
PUBLISH OR ANNOUNCE ANY SUBSE-
QUENTLY ACCRUING TAXES, LIENS AND/
OR ENCUMBRANCES. THIRD PARTY BID-
DERS EXPRESSLY AGREE AND RECOGNIZE
THAT THEY WILL TAKE TITLE SUBJECT TO
THE EXISTENCE OF ANY SUBSEQUENTLY
ACCRUING TAXES, LIENS AND/OR ENCUM-
BRANCES AND ABSOLUTELY AND UN-
EQUIVOCALLY RELEASE ANY RIGHT TO
CHALLENGE THE VALIDITY OF THE SALE
BASED ON THE EXISTENCE OF SAME.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Twenty-Three
Thousand Five Hundred Seventy-Seven and 50/
100*** $323,577.50 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN & EISENBERG, PC
1040 NORTH KINGS HIGHWAY
SUITE 407
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(609) 397-9200
4 T - 05/02, 05/09, 05/16
& 05/23/19 Fee: $200.43

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19001667

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-007332-18

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR CITIGROUP
MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST, SERIES 2004-
OPT1, ASSET BACKED PASS-THROUGH CER-
TIFICATES, SERIES 2004-OPT1

VS.
Defendant: BARBARA J. MURPHY, SEAN T.

MURPHY, WANDA I. MURPHY, BANK OF
AMERICA, NA., DISCOVER BANK, STATE OF
NEW JERSEY, LEWIS WETSTEIN, MD, ALERT
AMBULANCE SVC

Sale Date: 06/12/2019
Writ of Execution: 04/18/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Ten
Thousand Six Hundred Thirty-Eight and 82/100***
$610,638.82.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, in
the State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 6
Gaycroft Drive, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

TAX LOT # 6 f/k/a 18, Block # 11902 f/k/a
315.C.

NEAREST CROSS STREET: Fenimore Drive.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 1.032 AC.
Taxes and Other Encumbrances:
2nd Quarter of 2019 open balance in the

amount of $4,116.93*
*Plus interest on these figures through date of

payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.

SUBJECT TO THE CONDITIONS OF SALE
AS SET FORTH BY THE SHERIFF WHO RE-
SERVES THE RIGHT TO ADJOURN THE SALE
WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE THROUGH PUB-
LICATION

SUBJECT TO: SUCH FACTS AS AN ACCU-
RATE SURVEY AND PHYSICAL INSPECTION
OF THE PREMISES MAY REVEAL, EASE-
MENTS AND RESTRICTIONS OF RECORD, IF
ANY: UNPAID TAXES, ASSESSMENTS, WA-
TER AND SEWER LIENS, IF ANY: RIGHTS OF
TENANTS AND OCCUPANTS, IF ANY: STATE
AND MUNICIPAL ORDINANCES, STATUTES
AND REGULATIONS, INCLUDING ZONING
ORDINANCES: ANY OUTSTANDING TAXES,
WATER AND SEWER WI’FI-I INTEREST
THROUGH THE DATE OF PAYOFF IF THE
SALE IS SET ASIDE FOR ANY REASON, THE
PURCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE EN-
TITLED ONLY TO A RETURN OF THE DE-
POSIT PAID. THE PURCHASER SHALL HAVE
NO FURTHER RECOURSE, INCLUDING ANY
COSTS AND EXPENSES, INCLUDING ATTOR-
NEYS’ FEES, FOR BIDDING UPON THE PROP-
ERTY, AGAINST THE MORTGAGEE, OR THE
MORTGAGEE’S ATTORNEY: TI-IE OUT-
STANDING TAXES, LIENS AND/ OR ENCUM-
BRANCES DISCLOSED IN THIS PUBLICATION
ARE ACCURATE AS OF THE DATE OF SUB-
MISSION TO THE SHERIFF ONLY. IT IS THE
RESPONSIBILITY OF ANY POTENTIAL BID-
DER AT SALE TO DETERMINE THE AMOUNT
DUE, WI-IICI-I CAN BE OBTAINED FROM THE
LOCAL TAXING AUTHORITY. PLAINTIFF HAS
NO OBLIGATION TO FURTHER INVESTIGATE,
PUBLISH OR ANNOUNCE ANY SUBSE-
QUENTLY ACCRUING TAXES, LIENS AND/
OR ENCUMBRANCES. THIRD PARTY BID-
DERS EXPRESSLY AGREE AND RECOGNIZE
THAT THEY WILL TAKE TITLE SUBJECT TO
THE EXISTENCE OF ANY SUBSEQUENTLY
ACCRUING TAXES, LIENS AND I OR ENCUM-
BRANCES AND ABSOLUTELY AND UN-
EQUIVOCALLY RELEASE ANY RIGHT TO
CHALLENGE THE VALIDITY OF THE SALE
BASED ON THE EXISTENCE OF SAME.

Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Twenty-Seven
Thousand Five Hundred Seventy and 31/100***
$627,570.31 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN & EISENBERG, PC
1040 NORTH KINGS HIGHWAY
SUITE 407
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(609) 397-9200
4 T - 05/16, 05/23, 05/30
& 06/06/16 Fee: $297.84

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Township of Scotch
Plains, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, at the office of the Township
Clerk, Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, 07076 (ATTN: Bozena Lacina,
Township Clerk) on or before Tuesday,
June 4, 2019 at 10:00 AM prevailing time
for “2019 Roadwork Assistance Pro-
gram.” The contractor awarded the 2019
Roadwork Assistance Program contract, if
any, will provide certain materials and
equipment rentals (with operators) to as-
sist the Township’s Department of Public
Works in resurfacing public streets and
municipal parking lots, including profile
milling as required; and will resurface as-
phalt sidewalks and construct concrete
sidewalks as directed, all in accordance
with the Specifications and Information to
Bidders prepared by the Township. NOTE:
The successful bidder must be available
1-2 days per week for the duration of the
program until all streets are completed.
The program is estimated to run from July
1st to August 30th, 2019.

At the time and place stated above, such
bids will be publicly opened and read aloud.
No bids shall be received other than at the
time and place herein designated for their
receipt, unless mailed to the Township
Clerk for receipt at the designated time
and place.

Copies of the Bid Documents may be
obtained during regular business hours
beginning Friday May 17, 2019 in the

Township Engineer’s office upon payment
of $25 for each complete set of documents,
which sum is non-refundable. Written ques-
tions regarding the bid specifications may
be submitted to the Township Engineer at
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jer-
sey 07076 on or before May 24, 2019.

A certified check, cashier’s check or bid
bond in the amount of ten per cent (10%) of
the bid, but in no case in excess of twenty
thousand dollars ($20,000), must be sub-
mitted with the bid guaranteeing that if a
contract is awarded, the bidder shall ex-
ecute the contract. Bidders must also sub-
mit a Consent of Surety with the bid, wherein
the Surety agrees to furnish a performance
bond if the Bidder is awarded the contract.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and all other applicable
statutes, laws or regulations.

Bidders are required to submit a valid
Business Registration Certificate from the
State of New Jersey Department of Trea-
sury, Division of Revenue.

Each bid shall be enclosed in a sealed
envelope addressed to the Township Clerk,
bearing the name and address of the bid-
der, upon which shall be designated:

“2019 Roadwork
Assistance Program”

The Township reserves the right to reject
any and all bids under the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 40A:l l-13.2.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY.
Alexander Mirabella,
Municipal Manager

Bozena Lacina,
Township Clerk

1 T - 05/16/19, The Times Fee: $68.85

PUBLIC NOTICE

Softball Raiders Top Vikings, 4-2,
Lose to Summit Hilltoppers, 11-0

Cougar Nine Thumps
Minutemen, 11-1

Jake DeClerico rapped a pair of
doubles, stole a base, scored once and
drove in four runs, while Mike Meola
doubled, singled and also drove in four
runs as the Cranford High School base-
ball team improved to 12-4 with an 11-
1, six-inning triumph over the Eliza-
beth Minutemen in Elizabeth on May
7. Jamie Shriner homered, had two
RBI, scored twice and swiped a base.

Colin Jaros singled twice and scored
twice. Aidan Plick ripped a double,
scored once and had an RBI. Joe
Meola doubled. Tom Korzeneski
scored twice, walked, stole a base and
was hit by a pitch. Jake Chapman,
Jack Jarosz and Mike Murphy all
scored once. Pitcher Jeremy Ruka
allowed six hits, struck out five and
walked two batters in his victory.
Cranford 204 023 11
Elizabeth 001 000 1

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School softball team defeated the host-
ing Union Catholic Vikings, 4-2, on
May 7, then dropped an 11-0 decision
to the Summit Hilltoppers on May 8.

Julia Skolsky led the Raiders against
the Vikings with a pair of doubles and
two RBI. Hannah Lyman doubled,
scored once and had an RBI. Pitcher
Maeve Kahora and Amanda Venezia
each singled and scored once. Cassidy
Novello had an RBI single and Casey
Ferguson walked and scored once.
Gabby Velona doubled, singled and
scored once for the Vikings and Megan
Sloane rapped a two-run homer.

Against the Hilltoppers, Skolsky
singled twice, while Lyman, Novello
and Venezia each singled once. Ava
Calabrese whacked a home run for the
Hilltoppers and Jess Natunen doubled,
singled and had three RBI. Rebecca
DelRosso had two hits, an RBI and
scored twice. Kasey Walsh singled
and scored twice. Gianna Acitelli
doubled, singled, scored once and had
an RBI. Amanda Brown singled, scored
three times and added an RBI.

60+ A DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Liberty Lighting Group 4 1
American Legion 4 1
Kenilworth VFW 2 1
Yogi’s Boys 3 2
Awnings Galore 1 3

60+ B DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Cranford VFW 4 1
Creative Industries Too 1 2
Avengers 0 4
DeBellis Associates 0 4

American Legion 17 DeBellis 11
It was David versus Goliath as team

DeBellis faced off against the hard
hitting, slick-fielding American Le-
gion. The investigators held their own,
managing an 11-11 tie going into the
bottom of the 6th inning. That is when
the wheels fell off and the Legion-
naires scored 6 runs to seal the victory.

The go-ahead rally was started by

winning pitcher Ed Lubas’ double
followed by run scoring hits by John
Amato, Ed Kushner, Geno Antonucci
and Chris Paterek. Multiple hit games
were recorded by Harry Streep and
Glen Sytko. Rich Silva led DeBellis
with 3 hits and Johnny Miller had 2
base knocks.
Cranford VFW2 14 Avengers 3

Heading into the bottom of the fourth
inning the game was tied 2-2, but
Cranford VFW pulled away from the
Avengers scoring 11 of their 14 runs in
the fourth and fifth innings. Leading
the offense for the Vets were Ken
Murray (2-for-2, 3R), Marty Joyce (3-
for-3, 2R, 3RBI), Gerard McDermott
(H, 2R, RBI), Gary Schaller (3-for-3,
R, 4RBI) and David Woodruff (3-for-
3, 2R, RBI). Tom Rutkowski pitched a
solid game allowing only 2 earned
runs. For the Avengers, Bob Hoffman,
Leo DiGuilio and Joe Brown had a
pair of hits each.

Union County Senior 60+
Softball League Standings:

St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Standings:

Cougar Laxmen Get
Fourth Seed in Section

The Cranford High School boys la-
crosse team received the fourth seed for
the North Jersey, Group 3 Tournament.
Chatham got the top seed, followed by
Northern Highlands and Randolph.

Blue Devil Lax Ladies
Fifth Seed in Section
The Westfield High School girls

lacrosse team received the fifth seed
for the North Jersey, Group 4 Tourna-
ment. Bridgewater-Raritan received
the top seed, followed by Old Bridge,
North Brunswick and Hillsborough.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood received the
sixth seed.

SHP Pirates Stop
Blue Devil Nine, 7-1

The hosting Seton Hall Prep Pi-
rates stopped the Westfield Blue Devil
baseballers, 7-1, on May 8. Christo-
pher Ho went 2-for-3 and scored once
for the 5-10 Blue Devils and Victor
Coustan had and RBI double. Lucas
Zyska whacked a home run and scored
twice. Jack Eichler singled twice,
scored twice and had an RBI. Chris
Maldonaldo had a two-run double.
Westfield 000 000 1 1
Seton Hall Prep 000 151 x 7

Cougars Top Summit
In Six Innings, 12-2

Jake DeClerico went 3-for-4 with a
double, two RBI and a run scored,
and Aidan Plick went 3-for-3 with a
double, a walk and two runs scored to
lead the 13-4 Cranford High School
baseball team to a six-inning, 12-2,
victory over the hosting Summit
Hilltoppers on May 9.

Tom Korzeneski went 2-for-2 and
Will Gallagher rapped two singles,
walked, swiped two bases and added
two RBI. Parker Melchiorre singled
and scored once as did Mike Murphy,
who also walked once. Mike Meola
singled, walked twice, scored twice
and had an RBI. Tyler Szczech singled
twice and had three RBI and Jake
Chapman scored twice.
Cranford 710 022 12
Summit 200 000 2

Blue Devil Laxmen
4th Seed in Section

The Westfield High School boys
lacrosse team received the fourth seed
for the North Jersey, Group 4 Tourna-
ment that began on May 15. The Blue
Devils were to host 13th-seeded Co-
lumbia in the first round. If victori-
ous, they will host the winner be-
tween fifth-seeded Bridgewater-
Raritan and 12th-seeded East
Brunswick on Saturday, May 18.
Ridge received the top seed,
Ridgewood received the second seed
and Hunterdon Central received the
third seed.

Softball Blue Devils
Top Seed for Section
The 16-1 Westfield High School

softball team received the top seed for
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
Tournament. The Blue Devils will host
16th-seeded Piscataway today, May
16, at 4:30 p.m. Should they win, they
will host the winner between eighth-
seeded Union and ninth-seeded Eliza-
beth on Monday, May 20. North
Hunterdon received the second seed,
Ridge received the third seed and
Bayonne received the fourth seed.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ADVANCING TO SECOND...Blue Devil Erica Lawrence slides into second in the
fourth inning as Cougar second baseman Jayna Mallon covers.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19001281

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-022316-18

Plaintiff: WILMINGTON TRUST, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, AS SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE
TO CITIBANK, N.A., AS TRUSTEE OF STRUC-
TURED ASSET MORTGAGE INVESTMENTS II
INC., BEAR STEARNS ARM TRUST, MORT-
GAGE PASS- THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SE-
RIES 2007-4

VS.
Defendant: VIRGINIA J. LARSEN A/K/A VIR-

GINIA LARSEN A/K/A GINNY LARSEN; NADER
ASSOCIATES INC; HOSPITAL & DOCTORS
SERVICE BUREAU, ASSIGNEE; CONTINEN-
TAL INSURANCE COMPANY; CONTINENTAL
CASULTY COMPANY; RLI INSURANCE COM-
PANY; MIDLAND FUNDING LLC; PROPERTY
SELLER LLC

Sale Date: 05/22/2019
Writ of Execution: 03/08/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Seventy-Three Thousand Five Hundred Thirty-
One and 69/100*** $473,531.69.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of WESTFIELD in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 442 OTISCO DRIVE,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

TAX LOT 18 F/K/A 8, BLOCK 5102 F/K/A 653.
Dimensions of Lot: 95 feet wide by 125 feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: CAYUGA WAY.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

For sale information, please visit Auction. at
www.Auction.com or call (800) 280-2832.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Eighty-Five
Thousand Four Hundred Fifty-Seven and 88/
100*** $485,457.88 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 04/25, 05/02, 05/09
& 05/16/19 Fee: $210.12

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19001253

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. L-6252-15

Plaintiff: BERWYCK CHASE HOMEOWNERS
ASSOCIATION, INC.

VS.
Defendant: NOORJAHAN LAKHANI AND

MOHAMMED IQBAL
Sale Date: 05/22/2019
Writ of Execution: 07/26/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Thirty-Three Thou-
sand Twenty and 11/100*** $33,020.11.

All that certain land and premises situated in
the Borough of Middlesex, County of Union,
State of New Jersey, being more particularly
described as follows:

Lot: 13; Block: 15702 on the Tax Map of the
Township of Scotch Plains.

Dimensions: property is a homeowners asso-
ciation

Nearest Cross Street:
Being more commonly known as: 6 Swans Mill

Lane, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.
Pursuant to a municipal tax search dated March

2, 2019.
Subject to:
Water: Private.
Sewer: Scotch Plains Township, 7/1/18-12/

31/18, $252.12 Paid.
Taxes: 2018 taxes paid; 2019 Qtr 1 paid; 2019

Qtr 2 $5,339.69 open; 2019 Qtr 3 and Qtr 4 TBD;
2020 Qtr 1 and Qtr 2 TBD.

Mortgage dated 1/17/1995 with Arbor National
Mortgage, Inc. recorded 1/20/1995 in book 5544
page 0292 in the original amount of $325,500.00;
Mortgage dated August 3, 2005 with Muhammed
Iqbal and Noorjahan Lakhani as Mortgagors and
Majid Lakhani as Lender, recorded August 5,
2005 in book 11284 page 0218 in the amount of
$390,000.00.

PROPERTY ALSO TO BE SOLD: LIMITED
TO TANGIBLE PROPERTY ON THE PRE-
MISES.

Total Upset:  ***Thirty-Five Thousand Five
Hundred Forty-One and 27/100*** $35,541.27
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
HILL WALLACK LLP
21 ROSZEL ROAD
P.O. BOX 5226
PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 08543-5226
(609) 924-0808
4 T - 04/25, 05/02, 05/09
& 05/16/19 Fee: $206.04

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19001197

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-025748-13

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC D/
B/A CHAMPION MORTGAGE COMPANY

VS.
Defendant: DENNIS FRASIER, DECEASED,

HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES, AND HIS, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; MRS. DENNIS FRASIER, HIS WIFE;
MICHAEL D. FRASIER, INDIVIDUALLY AND
AS ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE OF
DENNIS FRASIER, DESEASED; MRS.
MICHAEL D. FRASIER, HIS WIFE; TIFFANY
CHISOLM; MR. CHJSOLM, HUSBAND OF TIF-
FANY CHISOLM; MENETTA FRASIER; MR.
FRASIER, HUSBAND OF MENETTA FRASIER;
JUSTIN FRASIER; MRS. JUSTIN FRASIER,
HIS WIFE; KUWANA PETRCO; STATE OF
MASSACHUSETTS; CARDIOVASCULAR
CARE GROUP; STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 05/22/2019
Writ of Execution: 03/19/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Twenty Thousand Eight Hundred Sixty-Five and
06/100*** $420,865.06.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN of
WESTFIELD, County of UNION, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 117 MYRTLE
AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090-
1513.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 94, BLOCK 4001 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWN of WESTFIELD.

Dimensions: 208.21 Feet X 50.00 Feet X
208.66 Feet X 50.00 Feet.

Nearest Cross Street: CENTRAL AVENUE.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Thirty-One Thou-
sand Two Hundred Sixty-Seven and 54/100***
$431,267.54 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN, HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
1617 JFK BOULEVARD
SUITE 1400
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19103
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 04/25, 05/02, 05/09
& 05/16/19 Fee: $232.56

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19001191

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008918-18

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE FOR IXIS
REAL ESTATE CAPITAL TRUST 2006-HE1
MORTGAGE PASS THROUGH CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES 2006-HE1

VS.
Defendant: CONNELL SPADY; DIANE SPADY

A/K/A DIANE E. SPADY; UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA

Sale Date: 05/22/2019
Writ of Execution: 03/05/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
One Thousand Two Hundred Twelve and 07/
100*** $401,212.07.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 10 JOHNSON STREET,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

Tax LOT 17, BLOCK 4401.
Dimensions of Lot: 100 feet wide by 95 feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: FANWOOD AVENUE.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

2019 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2019 $1,745.25 OPEN.
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Eleven Thou-

sand Six Hundred Forty-One and 09/100***
$411,641.09 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 04/25, 05/02, 05/09
& 05/16/19 Fee: $191.76

CLASSIFIEDS
WESTFIELD

Friday, May 3, a resident of
Plainfield reported a motor vehicle
burglary that occurred while the
victim’s unlocked vehicle was parked
at Mindowaskin Park. One or more
unknown suspects entered the vehicle
and stole approximately $220 worth
of miscellaneous items. The incident
took place between 5 p.m. and 6:35
p.m.

Friday, May 3, Diana Gonzalez-
Cruz, 25, of West New York was
arrested at the Berkeley Heights Po-
lice Department on an outstanding
Westfield Municipal Court traffic
warrant, in the amount of $1,000, and
a Weehawken Municipal Court traf-
fic warrant, in the amount of $145.
She was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Monday, May 6, Maria Noval, 41,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
active criminal warrant issued by
North Wildwood Municipal Court,
in the amount of $250, at Lamberts
Mill and Oxford Roads in Scotch
Plains. She was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Monday, May 6, Crista S. Behlin,
29, of Elizabeth was arrested on a
Winfield Park Municipal Court traffic
warrant, in the amount of $750, pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop in the area
of North Avenue near Elmer Street.
She was transported to police head-
quarters, where she was processed and
released on her own recognizance.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Wednesday, May 1, a resident of

Cook Avenue reported a motor ve-
hicle burglary. The incident occurred
during overnight hours.

Thursday, May 2, Shariff Z. Parish,
21, of Piscataway was arrested dur-
ing a motor vehicle stop and charged
with possession of marijuana. Parish
was transported to police headquar-
ters and processed.

Friday, May 3, a theft was re-
ported from a locker at a Martine
Avenue facility. The matter is under
investigation.

Friday, May 3, a resident of Wareham
Court reported an incident of fraud.
Someone attempted to withdraw money
from one of the victim’s accounts. The
matter is under investigation.

Sunday, May 5, a theft was re-
ported from a locker at a Martine
Avenue facility. The matter is under
investigation.

Sunday, May 5, officers responded
to a residence on the 300 block of
Evergreen Boulevard on a report of
an oven fire. An officer was able to
put the fire out with an extinguisher.
The Scotch Plains Fire Department
responded as a precaution. No inju-
ries were reported.

Monday, May 6, Patricia G.
Kazanowski, 37, of Westfield was
arrested during a motor vehicle stop

and charged with driving under the
influence. She was transported to
police headquarters and processed.

Monday, May 6, Kyle D. Harvin,
42, of Westfield was arrested on an
active warrant out of Watchung during
a motor vehicle stop. Also arrested
was Edwin G. Simmons, 29, of
Westfield, on an active warrant out of
Scotch Plains. Both were transported
to police headquarters for processing.

Tuesday, May 7, officers responded
to an East Second Street business on
an activated alarm. Upon arrival they
found the front door glass smashed.
The building was cleared with no sus-
pects found on scene. The detective
bureau responded to process the scene.
The case is under investigation.

Wednesday, May 8, a business on
Jerusalem Road reported an incident
of fraud. Money was transferred from
a business account without authoriza-
tion. The matter is under investigation.

Wednesday, May 8, Nelson Reyes,
39, of Bronx, N.Y., was arrested and
charged with possession of heroin,
possession of drug paraphernalia, hin-
dering apprehension and fraud. Of-
ficers responded to a North Avenue
bank on a report of a suspicious male
attempting to cash a fraudulent check
and made the arrest.

Wednesday, May 8, the theft of a
cell phone was reported at a Route
22 diner. The matter is under inves-
tigation.

Friday, May 10, a resident of
Tillinghast Turn reported an incident
of fraud. The victim’s credit card was
used to make an online purchase with-
out authorization.

Friday, May 10, Ivana M. Her-
cules-Canales, 19, of Plainfield was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Westfield during a motor ve-
hicle stop. She was transported to
police headquarters and processed.

Saturday, May 11, Jonathan L.
Lemaine, 33, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out
of Montclair during a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Saturday, May 11, Lauren A.
Crawford, 50, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out
of Piscataway during a motor vehicle
stop. She was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Monday, May 13, a resident of
Blue Ridge Circle reported a motor
vehicle burglary that occurred during
the overnight hours. The matter is
under investigation.

Tuesday, May 14, Mario A.
Orellana, 31, of Spring Valley, N.Y.,
was arrested during a motor vehicle
stop on charges of hindering appre-

hension and obstruction of justice.
He was transported to police head-
quarters and processed.

FANWOOD
Monday, May 6, a police officer

made a motor vehicle stop at East 7th
Street and Terrill Road for a motor
vehicle violation. A check of the driver
showed an active warrant out of
Scotch Plains. The driver was ar-
rested, processed, posted bail and
released. He was identified as James
Brice, 55, of Roberta, Ga.

CRANFORD
Wednesday, May 1, Kevin Vincent,

21, of Hillside was arrested on charges
of possession of under 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. A 2005 Buick was
stopped at North Avenue East and the
Garden State Parkway 137 Exchange
for a seatbelt violation. Following an
investigation on scene, police arrested
Vincent, a passenger in the vehicle,
for suspected marijuana in his pos-
session. He was processed and pro-
vided with a municipal court appear-
ance date. In addition, the driver was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
a seatbelt violation, driving with a
suspended license, failure to keep
right and failure to signal a turn.

Wednesday, May 1, a 2018
Chevrolet was stopped at Centennial
Avenue and Hayes Street for erratic
driving. Following an investigation
on scene, police arrested the driver,
Joseph Chirichella, 79, of Highlands,
and charged him with driving while
intoxicated (DWI). He was processed
and provided with a municipal court
appearance date. In addition, he was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
careless driving and failure to yield to
oncoming traffic.

Friday, May 3, Amanda Gacina,
28, of Rahway was arrested on charges
of possession of a controlled danger-
ous substance and possession of drug
paraphernalia. A 2003 Mercury was
stopped at Centennial Avenue and
Raritan Road for a seatbelt violation.
Following an investigation on scene,
police arrested a passenger in the
vehicle, Gacina, for suspected crack-
cocaine in her possession. She was
processed and provided with a Supe-
rior Court appearance date. In addi-
tion, the driver was issued motor ve-
hicle summonses for an inspection
violation.

Saturday, May 4, Dwayne Otha,
29, and Tyshawn Lewis, 21, both of
Irvington, were arrested on charges
of possession of under 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. A 2001 Nissan was

stopped at Raritan Road and Jackson
Drive for a brake light out. Following
an investigation on scene, police ar-
rested the driver and a passenger,
Otha and Lewis, respectively, for sus-
pected marijuana found inside the
vehicle. They were processed and
provided with municipal court ap-
pearance dates. In addition, Otha was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
maintenance of lamps, tinted win-
dows, open container and possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
in a motor vehicle.

Sunday, May 5, a 2017 Acura was
stopped at North and Centennial Av-
enues for careless driving. Following
an investigation on scene, police ar-
rested the driver, Elroy Jain, 44, of
West Orange, on a charge of DWI. He
was processed and provided with a
municipal court appearance date. In
addition, he was issued motor vehicle
summonses for careless driving and
delaying traffic.

Sunday, May 5, a 2012 BMW was
stopped on Raritan Road for careless
driving. Following an investigation
on scene, police arrested the driver,
Ronnie James, 42, of Morristown,
and charged him with DWI. He was
processed and provided with a mu-
nicipal court appearance date. In ad-
dition, he was issued motor vehicle
summonses for open container and
delaying traffic.

Monday, May 6, John Matajy, 24, of
Old Bridge and Anthony Torres, 27, of
Parlin were arrested on charges of pos-
session of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance and possession of drug para-
phernalia. A 2017 Mazda was stopped
at North Avenue East and the Garden
State Parkway 137 Exchange for a
seatbelt violation. Following an inves-
tigation on scene, police arrested the
driver and a passenger, Matajy and
Torres, respectively, for suspected
heroin found in their possession. They
were processed and provided with Su-
perior Court appearance dates. In addi-
tion, Matajy was issued motor vehicle
summonses for a seatbelt violation and
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.

Tuesday, May 7, Fredrick
Budhram, 22, of Roselle was arrested
on charges of possession of under 50
grams of marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia. A 2012 Kia was
stopped at Myrtle Street and Rod
Smith Place for erratic driving. Fol-
lowing an investigation on scene,
police arrested the driver, Budhram,
for suspected marijuana found inside
the vehicle. He was processed and
provided with a municipal court ap-
pearance date. In addition, he was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
failure to keep right and possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
in a motor vehicle.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19001363

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004113-15

Plaintiff: PROVIDENT FUNDING ASSOCI-
ATES, L.P.

VS.
Defendant: MICHAEL PARKHILL AND DANA

PARKHILL, HUSBAND AND WIFE
Sale Date: 05/29/2019
Writ of Execution: 08/17/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Seventy-Nine Thousand Three Hundred Ninety-
Six and 14/100*** $379,396.14.

The property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH OF GARWOOD in the County of UNION,
and the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 24, Block 511 f/k/a Lot 18, Block 13
Commonly known as 236 Locust Avenue,

Garwood, New Jersey 07027.
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately) 80

x 125 x 80 x 125.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the North

side of Locust Avenue, 220 feet from the East
side of East Street.

The sale is subject to unpaid taxes and as-
sessments, tax, water and sewer liens and other
municipal assessments. The amount due can be
obtained from the local taxing authority. Pursu-
ant to NJSA 46:813-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any condo-
minium/homeowner association liens which may
exist.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Twenty-One
Thousand Five Hundred Fifty-Four and 07/100***
$421,554.07 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLP - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 05/02, 05/09, 05/16
& 05/23/19 Fee: $136.17

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19001547

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-24203-18

Plaintiff: JP MORGAN CHASE BANK, NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION

VS.
Defendant: WINSFORD L. BELLE; DONNA J.

BELLE, HUSBAND AND WIFE; UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 06/05/2019
Writ of Execution: 04/16/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Sixty-Nine Thousand Two Hundred Ninety-Eight
and 04/100*** $569,298.04.

The property to be sold is located in The
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 26 GENESEE TRAIL,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax Lot No. 25 in Block No. 5112.
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 90 x 120.
Nearest Cross Street: : MONTAUK DRIVE.
Beginning at a point in the southeasterly side

line of Genesee Trail a distance of five hundred
three feet and seventy-one one-hundredths of a
foot (503.71 feet) as measured in a general
southeasterly, easterly, and northeasterly direc-
tion on a curve to the left from the intersection of
said side line of Genesee Trail with the south-
easterly side line of Montauk Drive, extended,
and running thence from said Beginning:

PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
Sewer Open with Penalty: $165.00.
TOTAL AS OF April 18, 2019:  $165.00.
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Eighty-One

Thousand Seven Hundred Forty-Nine and 37/
100*** $581,749.37 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 05/09, 05/16, 05/23
& 05/30/19 Fee: $187.68

Arrest Made In Series Of
Cranford Car Burglaries

CRANFORD — Police have ar-
rested a suspect in a string of motor
vehicle burglaries that took place in
Cranford earlier this month.

Over a three-day span between
May 7 and 9, the Cranford Police
Department responded to 16 south-
side residences on reported car bur-
glaries. The incidents all occurred
during the overnight hours on North
Lehigh Avenue, Myrtle Street, Elm
Street, Mendell Avenue and Crane
Parkway. Various items were stolen
from unlocked vehicles along these
streets. Additionally, a vehicle was
stolen from its owner’s driveway on
Mendell Avenue during this same
time period.

An investigation conducted by the
Cranford Police Department Inves-
tigative Division eventually led to
the arrest of a 16-year-old juvenile

from Roselle. Detective Robert Jor-
dan, the lead investigator, has subse-
quently charged the juvenile with
multiple burglary and theft crimes.

The stolen vehicle was recovered
in Newark on the evening of May 9
and, along with other stolen items
recovered from the investigation, are
being returned to their respective
owners. The investigation remains
ongoing as a search continues for a
second suspect.

Residents are reminded to lock their
vehicles each night and not to leave
any valuables inside. Anyone with
additional information regarding
these incidents is asked to contact
Detective Jordan at (908) 709-4124.

FARMWORKERS NEEDED

12 temp farm workers needed
7/1/19 – 8/23/19. Workers will
perform various tasks associated
with planting vegetables according
to supervisor’s instructions.
Workers will have extensive
periods of sitting, standing,
walking, pushing, pulling, repetitive
movement, frequent stooping and
lifting 75lbs. Must have 3 months
experience as a farmworker on a
commercial farm & affirmative job
references. May random drug test
at employer’s expense.
Guaranteed at least 3/4 of contract
hours but hours will vary according
to weather and crop conditions.
Hours may exceed or be less than
41 hours. Work tools, supplies,
equipment provided at no cost.
Housing provided for non-
commuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $13.25/hr or
current applicable AEWR. Raise/
bonus at employer discretion.
EOE. Worksite in Monroe, Erie &
Geness Co’s., NY. Report or send
a resume to nearest local NJ One
Stop Career Center office or call
908-412-7980 & reference Job
#NY1300607. Kreher Enterprises
LLC: Clarence NY

FARMWORKERS NEEDED

6 temp farmworkers needed
6/28/19 – 12/5/19. Workers will
perform various duties associated
with planting, cultivating and hand
harvesting vegetables according
to their supervisors instructions.
Workers will have extensive
periods of sitting, standing,
walking, pushing, pulling, repetitive
movement, frequent stooping and
lifting 75lbs. Must have 1 month
experience hand harvesting a
perishable crop & affirmative job
references. May random drug test
at employer’s expense.
Guaranteed at least 3/4 of contract
hours but hours will vary according
to weather and crop conditions.
Hours may exceed or be less than
35 hours. Work tools, supplies,
equipment provided at no cost.
Housing provided for non-
commuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $13.25/hr or
current applicable AEWR. Raise/
bonus at employer discretion.
EOE. Worksites in Monroe &
Orleans Co. NY. Report or send a
resume to the nearest NJ Career
Center office or call 908-412-7980
& ref job #NY1301990. Leverenz
Farms Inc - Hamlin, NY

FARMWORKERS NEEDED

2 temp farmworkers needed
7/8/19 – 11/28/19. Workers will
perform various duties associated
with growing cabbage according
to their supervisor’s instructions.
Workers will have extensive
periods of sitting, standing,
walking, pushing, pulling, repetitive
movement, frequent stooping and
lifting 60lbs. Must have 3 months
experience hand harvesting &
handling agricultural products &
affirmative job reference. May
random drug test at employer’s
expense. Guaranteed at least 3/4
of contract hours but hours will
vary according to weather and crop
conditions. Hours may exceed or
be less than 40 hours. Work tools,
supplies, equipment provided at
no cost. Housing provided for non-
commuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $13.25/hr or
current applicable AEWR. Raise/
bonus at employer discretion.
EOE. Worksites in Genesee,
Monroe & Orleans Co., NY. Report
or send a resume to the nearest
NJ Career Center office or call
908-412-7980 & ref job
#NY1302066. SJ Starowitz Farms
LLC – Byron, NY

MOVING SALE!!!

Cranford
15 Forest Avenue
Friday, May 17th,

Saturday, May 18th
9:30AM - 3:00PM

Pristine Home, Furnishings,
Decor, Collectibles, Books, China,
Linens, Porcelain, Stemware,
Glassware, Loaded with
Decorative Serveware, Antique
Oak Bench, 19th Century
Sideboard, Stools, Women's &
Men's Clothing, Accessories, Stereo
Equipment, Kitchen, Household,
Weber Gas Grill, Portable
 Roaster, Snow Blower,  Patio
Furnishings, Tools + Basement,
Garage. And So Much More!!! Visit:
griffinestateandtagsales.com
Photos & Info: (908) 447-3044

WESTFIELD ESTATE SALE

114 Windsor Avenue
Sat. 5/18 & Sun. 5/19, 10am to 3pm
1960’s Dinette Set, Curio Cabinet,
Sofa, Electric Recliner, Frog Col-
lection, Bakeware, Cookbooks,
China, Glass, Ladies Clothes,
Shoes, Christmas, Adjustable Bed,
Dressers, Garden Tools & More!

Info DovetailsUSA.com

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.

Call (908) 654-6091

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
maximum building coverage with a porch
of 24%.  Application approved with condi-
tions.

Richard & Lan Cadigan, 714 Boule-
vard. Applicants sought approval to con-
struct a rear porch contrary to Section
12.04G of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow an improvement coverage of 43.10%
(8,991 square feet) where the Ordinance
allows a maximum improvement coverage
of 40% (7,200 square feet). Application
approved with conditions.

Mark & Karen Hamilton, 907 Bailey
Court. Applicants sought approval to con-
struct an addition contrary to Section
12.04E and 12.04F of the Land Use Ordi-
nance to allow a floor area ratio of 34.1%
(4,101 square feet) where the Ordinance
allows a maximum floor area ratio of 32%
(3,600 square feet); to allow a building
coverage of 20.5% where the Ordinance
allows a maximum building coverage of
20%. Application approved with conditions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Board Secretary

1 T - 05/16/19, The Leader Fee: $53.04

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on May 13, 2019, for the
following applications decided upon at the
meeting held on April 8, 2019.

Eric Muchalski, 909 North Avenue.
Applicant sought approval to retain an
existing shed contrary to Section 13.02B2
of the Land Use Ordinance to allow a floor
area of 300 square feet where the Ordi-
nance allows a maximum floor area of 150
square feet for a shed; to allow a height of
12 feet 8 inches where the Ordinance
allows a maximum height of 10 feet for a
shed. Application approved with condi-
tions.

Brian & Susannah Lucas, 209 Benson
Place. Applicants sought approval to con-
struct a one-story addition contrary to Sec-
tion 11.09E6, 12.04F1, and 12.04F2 of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a side yard
setback of 6.8 feet where the Ordinance
requires a minimum side yard setback of
10 feet; to allow a building coverage of
20.98% where the Ordinance allows a
maximum building coverage of 20%; to
allow a building coverage with a porch of
25.5 % where the Ordinance allows a

goleader.com/form/subscribe
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It’s Almost

Graduation time!

ATTENTION
PARENTS &

GRANDPARENTS:
Congratulate your child or grandchild

and send them well wishes for the future in

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

The Westfield Leader

Contact Jeff Gruman, Sales Manager
Phone: 908-232-4407

email: sales@goleader.com

Passport Fair at Westfield Post Office
153 Central Ave

Westfield, NJ 07090
Saturday May 18, 2019

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Come in without appointment to apply for a passport, get photo taken and sent out all in one day.
Normal Hours of Passport Operation are:

Monday Friday 10:00 AM 4:00 PM  Saturday 10:00 AM 1:00 PM  
Appointments Only

For Additional Information visit us at:
https://www.usps.com/international/passports.htm

Standard Processing 
4-6 weeks
$80 UNDER age 16
$110 OVER age 16
Fees paid to:
US Dept. Of State

Expedited Processing
2-3 weeks

$60 Expediting
$15.89 Express Mail Return
Fees paid to:
US Dept. Of State

Per Applicant Paid to:
USPS
$35 Execution Fee
$15 Photos
Expedited optional
Express Mail $24.70

Download & print or fill out applications in
BLACK INK ONLY

in advance at:

www.travel.state.gov

If you complete your application in advance

DO NOT SIGN IT.
You will be required to sign it in person when

You bring it to a Post Office Location.

ORIGINAL:
Raised Seal Birth Certificate with Parental Information or Naturalization Document REQUIRED

Local Residents to Graduate From
Saint Peter’s Preparatory School

By Amanda Pyle

This Friday, May 17, marks the end
of yet another year of AP Testing. As
this two-week period of painfully long
and daunting exams comes to a close,
it’s hard not to reflect on my time and
experiences in my AP classes.

I have taken four AP Exams while
at Westfield High School: AP United
States History, AP Spanish Language
and Culture, AP Language and Com-
position and AP U.S. Government
and Politics. As a sophomore, I ini-
tially chose my AP classes for junior
year because I was interested in the
subjects and thought that would be
helpful in improving my experiences
in the class. However, a few months
into my junior year, I realized that this
was not the case.

I quickly learned that all AP classes
are structured completely off of tak-
ing the exam. Granted, this is com-
pletely understandable as most stu-
dents will take the exam, however
this also brings to the surface a prob-
lem currently facing American edu-
cation: is modern-day school all about
test-taking and doing well on tests?

It sure seems like it is, and AP
classes only emphasize this problem.
Throughout my time in the different
AP classes that I took, I can confi-
dently say that I was primarily fo-
cused on doing well on that class’s
exam in May. Whether that motiva-
tion came from wanting to make my
teachers or parents proud, or wanting
to receive college credit for those
classes ranges from person to person,
yet what stays consistent is the fact
that all people who pay to take the AP
Exam go into the test with their own
stress-inducing expectations.

We, as students, are so focused on
memorizing information for tests that
we are damaging our educational de-
velopment. No one truly learns infor-
mation by stressfully memorizing it
only to spit it right back out on the day
of the exam. Rather than focusing on
actually learning the information in
the accelerated AP courses, we are
stressed about how well we will do on
the Exam and what information we
have to have memorized for it.

This is destructive to not only our
mental health, but also our learning
development. School nowadays is struc-
tured around test-taking rather than

learning information and applying it to
real life, which causes students to study
the subject matter with poor motives.

Although AP Exams can reap im-
mense benefits such as receiving col-
lege credits and being able to pass out
of a college class, AP classes are still
representative of the flawed education
system in the United States. An educa-
tion system that drives the youth to their
breaking point with an absurd amount
of work and tests, rather than allowing
them to apply their learning in a less
stressful and more realistic way such as
with increased projects or internships.

Personally, I regret letting the stress
of the AP Exams control the way that I
learned in those classes, but at the same
time, that’s the way that school is struc-
tured and until the U.S.’ focus on test-
taking is reformed, that’s the unfortu-
nate way most future AP students will
also experience those classes.

A Column Written by
Local High School Students

The Student View

JERSEY CITY — Saint Peter’s
Preparatory School will hold its 141st
Commencement at Saint Peter’s Uni-
versity on Thursday, May 23. The
following local residents who are
graduating, and their college destina-
tion, are:

Cranford: James Anderson,
Georgetown University; Patrick
Keenaghan, Elon University, and
James McGann, Fordham University;
Timothy Garcia, Owen Kealy, Jacob
Quinones and Robert Scheurer, col-
lege selections not given.

Fanwood: Liam Christman, Col-
lege of the Holy Cross.

Mountainside: Kyle Hess, Univer-
sity of Notre Dame.

Westfield: Nathan Bryant, Drexel

University; Patrick Johnston, Fairfield
University; Aidan Lezynski, Fordham
University; Mark Lovito, American
University; James Moriarty, Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical University; John
Pettit, Fordham University; William
Pikus, Loyola University Maryland;
Matthew Preite, University of
Scranton; Christian Della Rocco and
Nicholas Manganello, college selec-
tions not given.

Mount Saint Mary Academy
Announces Scholar-Athletes
WATCHUNG — Denise Materia,

Director of Athletics and Assistant
Directress for Discipline and Activi-
ties at Mount Saint Mary Academy in
Watchung, shared the names of Mount
scholar-athletes.

Caroline Cull of Scotch Plains:
Somerset County Principals Asso-
ciation. Caroline is a soccer player
who earned the Presidential Scholar-
ship from Villanova University, which
includes free tuition, room and board.

Erica MacDonald of Westfield:
New Jersey Interscholastic Athletic
Association. Erica is a volleyball
player.

Grace Schleck of Metuchen: New
Jersey Independent Schools Athletic
Association. Grace plays field hockey
and swimming.

Michaela Walsh of Basking Ridge:
Skyland Conference. Michaela is a
soccer player who will attend Syra-
cuse University in the fall.

Ninth Annual
Mountainside PTO
Science Fair Held

MOUNTAINSIDE — On Satur-
day, April 27, participants from grades
3-8 presented projects at the ninth
annual Mountainside PTO Science
Fair held at Deerfield School.

The mission of this annual event is
to foster the love of science by en-
couraging Deerfield students to ask
their own scientific questions and to
explore the world around them with a
fun, independent science project.

Students have been working on their
demonstrations and experiments in-
dependently over the past two months.
We had an erupting volcano, edible
water bottles and color-changing cab-
bage juice. They learned about ants,
crystals, slime and so much more.

The Science Fair Committee re-
cruited professors, chemists, phar-
macists, architects, teachers, research-
ers, parents, and community mem-
bers as judges. They volunteered their
time to talk with each participant and
offer them advice about their projects.
We could not have run this event
without them.

First place and honorable mention
ribbons were awarded at the end of
the fair.

WHS Students Participate
In NJYAG Conference

WESTFIELD — Members of the
Westfield High School (WHS) Youth
and Government Club recently par-
ticipated in the 81st Annual New Jer-
sey Youth and Government (NJ YAG)
Conference, receiving an experien-
tial lesson on civic engagement and
responsibility and earning top honors
including “Outstanding Delegation.”

The three-day, YMCA-sponsored
program provides a legislative simu-
lation that has students acting as state
senators, assemblymen, justices, lob-
byists, members of the media and
other political powerhouses.

“It is essentially a mock state legis-
lature where students debate and vote
on bills they have developed for the
conference,” said David Della Fera, a
WHS English teacher who co-advises
the YAG Club with WHS history
teacher Daniel Farabaugh. “Our stu-
dents prepare for months leading up
to this conference.”

According to Mr. Della Fera, 27
WHS students were among the more
than 500 students representing 20-
plus New Jersey high schools who
participated in this year’s conference
from April 12-14. Traditionally held
in the historic New Jersey State House
in Trenton, the conference was relo-
cated this year to the Renaissance
Newark Airport Hotel due to renova-
tions at the State House.

The honors awarded the WHS del-

egation included:
Seniors Austin Chen and Justin

Joseph and Junior Annie Cerria served
as officers for this year’s conference.
They spent nearly a year helping to
organize and eventually run the con-
ference.

The WHS Delegation was given an
award for Outstanding Delegation.

Sophomore Kailey Zhao received
an award for Outstanding Legislation
and was elected to an Officer position
for next year’s conference.

Freshman Justin Anderson was
elected to an Officer position for next
year’s conference.

Freshman Samara Useloff was
awarded Outstanding First Year Del-
egate.

Senior Mark Johnson was awarded
Outstanding Lobbyist.

Junior Margaret Maguire was
awarded Outstanding Press Member.

Juniors Morgan Rollins, Madeline
Stack, and Grace Hutchinson were
given an award for Outstanding Judi-
cial Brief.

Junior Margaret Maguire and Se-
nior Alexander McGrail were selected
to attend the Conference on National
Affairs (CONA) in North Carolina
this summer. Seniors Justin Joseph,
Austin Chen, Nicolas Guerriero, Jun-
ior Greta McLaughlin, and Sopho-
more Kailey Zhao were selected as
alternates for the conference.

SCHOLAR ATHLETES...Mount Saint Mary Academy in Watchun recently
shared the names of Mount scholar-athletes. Pictured, left to right, are: Sister Lisa
D. Gambacorto, RSM, Ed.S., Directress, Scholar-Athletes Grace Schleck, Caroline
Cull, Michaela Walsh and Erica MacDonald, and Director of Athletics and
Assistant Directress for Discipline and Activities Denise Materia.

AT THE TOP...Members of the Westfield High School Youth and Government
recently earned top honors at the 81st Annual New Jersey Youth and Government
Conference. Pictured, left to right, are: Morgan Rollins, Samara Useloff, Maggie
Maguire, Madeline Stack, Grace Hutchinson, Greta McLaughlin, Mark Johnson,
Kailey Zhao, Justin Anderson, and Shreya Jyotishi.

Prom Pics
Send your Prom Pictures to

edu@goleader.com
and we will print them in the

newspaper and online.

Grade 8 Distinguished
Honor Roll

Hasan Ali, Naa Dei Ashie, Abigail
Balagot, Grace Beirne, Riley Bhatia,
Isabella Blake, Lily Camacho, Orencia
Casimiro, Claire Cassidy, Helena Chan,
Cara Checchio, Samuel Chichester,
Zachary Chung, Mia Cutaia, Syona
Dalvi, Disha Debnath, Ivana Delgado-
Arvelo, Madison Diaz, Madeline
DiSalvo, Olivia Eckstine, Olivia
Encarnacion, Emma Fang, Lily
Friebely, Sophia Gallo, Ella Goldstein,
Justin Koizumi, Khan Lagemann, Lucia
Laumbach, Allison Lesser, Ava Mach,
Shehzad Madraswalla, Mikayla Mari,
Dylan Mathew, Kaelan Mattos, Ella
Mauer, Thomas Metzger, Meagan
Migliaccio, Danielle Most, Alicia
Murphy, Matthew Murray, Jessica
Navarro, Emma Nobile, Sarah Paolella,
Dylan Patel, Jay Patel, Zoe Quraishi,
Katherine Ramalho, Peter Reilly,
Jordana Reisberg, Kady Rettino, Mor-
gan Ritter, Catherine Rodrigues, Emma
Schramm, Mireille Silva, Jay Slack,
Gianna Tucker, Alicia Valenciano,
Jayleen Velez, Lauren Verrastro, Chris-
tina Wang, Margaret Whitney, Georgia
Williamson, Andy Zhu, Mattingly Zullo

Grade 8 Regular Honor
Roll

Andrew Bartley, Ryan Baumgartner,
Stephan Baumgartner, Jenai Berry, Elisa
Bianco, Ava Billotto, Morgan Boone,
Kylie Byers, Ryan Cawley, Louis
Cerchio, Nicholas Champagne, Kendall
Chiang, Rushil Damania, Ananda
Daniel, Davyd Dasi, Brianna Davey,
Joseph DeSantis, Theresa DeVall, Mat-
thew Dolowy, Jack Fallo, Carter Fallon,
Matthew Fela, Sean Ferrone, Thomas
Gain, Meghan Garrido, Grace
Germinder, Braden Griffith, Jessica Gui,
Paige Hagman, Jacob Hall, Annie
Hansen, Trevor Headrick, Leah Herb,
Camila Hernandez, Maximilian Ho,
Emily Homer, Luke Kalafat, Elene
Lagurashvili, Gavin Lesnevich, John
Paul Lopez, Daniel Mahr, Jada Mont-
gomery, Denys Muryn, Ava Niemczyk,
Isabella Nunziata, Alden Nyamiaka,
Daniel O’Brien, Katelyn Oser, Nefeli
Pappas, Ella Platts, Vikram
Ravishankar, Zachary Redling, Lucas
Rivera, Andrew Smith, Dominic Souza,
Safiya Syed, Briana Talmadge, Hazel
Thurman, Anthony Tittanegro, Bianca
Valente, Isabelle Verrico, Gabriella
Virga, Morgan Virgil, Maya Viscardi-
Carelse, Sophie White

Grade 7 Distinguished
Honor Roll

Haley Acevedo, Hannah Alber, Sa-
rah Alnasseri, Sana Anand, Keira
Baerson, Hannah Baik, Alex Baker,
Amanda Baylock, Anastasia Berk,
Karina Borysiak, Isabella Capati, Callie
Capriglione, Grace Carter, Dominique
Chitty, Anthony Chrisostomides, Tara
Cino, Emily Cuccurullo, Lauren
Cunningham, Joseph DeFrancesco,
Bianca DeVizio, Elizabeth Diamond,
Abigail Elliott, Lily Friedman, Julia
Friedrichs, Julianne Friedson, Lily
Gaulin, Alessandra Gialanella, David
Gomez, Olivia Gomez, Marissa
Gregov, Samantha Hagopian, Ian
Hobbs, Elorie Howell, Nemat Iddisah,
Carolyn Joe, Emily Juckes, Erin
Kennedy, Aadi Kenwar, Graham Kois,
Nathan Korner, Robert Lambert, Sairah
Llano, Kelsie Lubalin, Madeline Paik,
Sairam Pantham, Jacob Pinsky, Fatima
Qamar, Gokul Ramanan, Gianna Rojas,
Shannon Rooney, Amelie Rousseau,
Erin Ryan, Raquel Sanisidro, Michael
Schmidt, Chloe Schunke, Ryan Serio,
Heather Sherman, Maisie Shimko,
Gianluca Skirde, Dylan Soriano,
Anastasia Stellakis, Kelly Stewart,
Grace Sweeney, Zuzanna Szewc, Janeli
Tenecota Villa, Rebecca Wofsy,
Michael Wojcik, Sara Wollman, Darion
Yau, Emma Zheng

Grade 7
Regular Honor Roll

Justin Abadir, Alexander Allegra,

Max Aponte, Eva Austin, Brian Bartley,
Charles Becker, Hana Berisha,
Gwendolyn Boylan, Lily Cantwell, Cole
Chludzinski, Joshua Citarella, Taylor
Clement, Isabella Colon, Grace
Conklin, Isabella Cucci, Tia Culjak,
Cole Darmarajah, Kristina Decker, Mia
Delaney, Nathaniel Dematteo, Brady
DeProspero, Ethan Diamond, Mason
DiNizo, Spencer Doran, Emma
Dougherty, Andrew Dreyer, Allison
Eggert, Luke Ellison, Ava Fazio, Valeria
Figueroa Rodriguez, Jalen Geneblazo,
Olivia Gist, Matan Goldstein, Ma
Victoria Gonzales, Abigail Griffiths,
Mackenzie Harmer, Sean Harris, Jacob
Hathcock, Hope Hausle, Angelina
Holden, Ethan Holt, Zoe Hopkins, Kyle
Hunter, Dietrich Jahnke, Aiden Jasul,
Brian Karp, Kyle Karyczak, Danielle
Kramer, Samantha Lasluisa-Diaz, Sara
Lehman, Isabelle Li, Alexander
Liverance, Jenalys Lugo, Lauren
McNulty, Giao Nguyen Dao, Tiffany
Nguyen, Michelle Nikolaev, James Carl
Nitro, Philip Joseph Nitro, Maxine
Novello, Jasmyn Nunez, Alexander
Patino, Paige Peneno, Thomas Perez,
Sequoia Pilgrim, Anderson Pollack,
Grace Price, Ryan Quinones, Gonzalo
Ramos, Diane Resnicoff, Elijah
Rodriguez, Sebastian Roman Gaud,
Katherine Romanyshyn, Aidan Route,
Anthony Scuorzo, Aryan Singh, Nicho-
las Skawinski, Noah Tamayo, Lindsay
Trela, Charles Vargas, Sherly Velez,
Olivia Vella, Emma Lee Vieira, Evelyn
Villar, Mackenzie Virgil, Maria
Vitoroulis, Jennifer Walsh, Meya Wil-
liams, Youssef Yacub, Sergiy
Yurchenko, Rachel Ziegler

Grade 6 Distinguished
Honor Roll

Grace Abadir, Pauline Elisha Aloot,
Elizabeth Baglien, Morgan Barbossa,
Matteo Barcellona, Caitlin Bellistri,
Michael Bellistri, Abigail Bender,
Juliette Besson, David Bolivar, Emma
Boris, Isobel Bruce, Ella Butters, Nicho-
las Cammarano, Michael Cantwell,
Grace Cawley, Antonio Cerchio
Saggese, Hannah Charnock, Linxiang
Chen, Isabella Cocca, Carolina Conklin,
Raya Crisafulli, Ethan Cukrow, Emily
DeGaetano, Carina DiLollo, Olivia
DiSalvo, McKenna Dwyer, Thomas
Eisner, Camryn Evans, Amelia Fallon,
Julia Farin, Julia Ferguson, Lydia Flagg,
Samantha Friscia, Max Gal, Tyler
Glynn, Maria Gonzalez, Jeff Gui, Chris-
topher Harris, Sofia Heta, Adelie
Hunsaker, Olivia Hunsinger, Clarke
Hunter, Blake Jackson, Sean Johnston,
Elizabeth Koizumi, Paul Kole-
Emmanuel, Sophia Labazzo, Isabella
LaFerrera, Alexa LaRosa, Emily
Laudman, Darrien Lee, Nathaniel
Leversee, Elana Lewis, Madeline
Marcovecchio, Enisa Marku, Chelsea
Martin, Krish Mathur, Grayce Mattos,
Ryan Mauer, Emily McCall, Luis
Mendez Vargas, Caitlyn Meyers, Nicho-
las Mongold, Matthew Mui, Thomas
Mui, Daniel Murphy, Kayla Murray,
Sofia Murray, Jacob Ocana, Joslyn
Odim, Mizuki Parker, Luca Passucci,
Hanna Pearce, Samuel Perone, Chris-
topher Plenca, Shawn Poliseo, Zoe
Psathas, Meredith Reilly, Audrey Ricks,
Fabian Roman Gaud, Hannah
Rosenthal, Sophia Seith, Sophia
Shapiro, Asher Silva, Emily Skara,
Joshua Souza, Jack Sponheimer,
Isabella Stepien, Saanvi Suresh, Coo-
per Tamase, North Thurman, Taylor
Tsin, Angelina Valente, Samuel Valera,
Logan Williamson, Jia Xue, Riley Yau,
Torre Zullo

Grade 6
Regular Honor Roll

Christopher Abate, Ethan Afir,
Araoluwa Akinwunmi, Fiorella Amari,
Courtney Anthony, Anthony Aponte,
Brandon Au, Christian Bates, Samuel
Beirne, Lily Bishop, Arianna Blake, Ava
Bland, Grace Bottomly, AvaGrace
Bozetarnik, David Camba, Mason
Cardenas, Adriana Cardinal, Emma
Carinhas, Olivia Castucci, Jenna Cerchio,
Emma Chan, Varun Chauhan, Lola Crain,
Isabella DiFiore, Elisabeth Dolowy,
Juliana Doran, Ysabella Fernandez, Jake
Fezza, Dylan Fitzgerald, Dylan Foun-
tain, Victoria Gain, Braedan Galway,
Lindsay Gold, Vania Gonzalez, Logan
Gray, Luna Guevara, Andrew Hagman,
Luke Hahn, Jenan Hamad, Maggie
Hayes, Shane Hickey, Mary Katherine
Hoffman, Tristan Huber, Lily Kalafat,
Grayson Kelly, Louis Kelly, Caitlin
Keough, Aditya Khandelwal, Henry
Lassman, Daniel Laurenzano, Arthur
Levenson, Thomas Levine, Jackson
Lorenzetti, Anusha Magdum, Colin
Mahr, Ava Martini, Giavanna Mascola,
Lucia Mascola, Joshua Matty, Jackson
Mazzola, Wyatt Mendolia, Samantha
Mingoia, Lucas Mirzwa, Kayla Mohabir,
Lorelei Morrison, Christopher Murphy,
Virginia Nanton, Carol Oakes-Garcia,
Nicole Papadakis, Frederick Parchman,
Evan Phillips, Rachael Pinsky, Abena
Poku, Kalli Preston, Sean Price,
Victoria Prizgar, Bakhtawar Qamar,
Gabriella Quiceno, Beckham Quinn,
Ryan Ricci, Madeline Richter, Isabella
Rocha, Amya Rogers, Timothy Ryder,
Andrew Saccento, Sonya Shah, An-
drew Sicinski, Shreya Singh, Tristan
Sirmans, Angel Skolar, Phillip Snair,
Hannah Spieler, Jada Sripada, Rocco
Trainor, David Tsvayberg, Xavier
Vega, Gianna Walker-Talbot, Ryan
Watt, Meredith White, Erik
Widhiatmodjo, Isaiah Williams, Tif-
fany Yang, Maria Zelener, Luke
Zimmerman, Thomas Zimmerman

Honor Roll
Park Middle School - 3rd Marking Period

Shop May 18 to Support the
Blue Devils Marching Band
WESTFIELD -- The Westfield

High School Blue Devils Marching
Band will hold a fundraiser this Sat-
urday, May 18. Enjoy a shopping
outing with a variety of collectibles,
clothing, furniture, records, toys,
housewares, linens, sporting equip-
ment, jewelry and more. The sale
runs from 9 a.m to 3 p.m at 812
Prospect Street in Westfield. There
is something for everyone.

For questions, please contact Lisa
at thezenlady@icloud.com.

All proceeds go to fund the
Westfield High School (WHS) Blue
Devils Marching Band. This is the

Marching Band that plays at WHS
Football games and band competi-
tions throughout the fall. Even
though it’s spring, planning for the
band happens all year long.

Thanks in advance to all our fam-
ily, friends and fans who come out
to support the WHS Marching Band.

We’ll Help You
Get Your Business
in the Spotlight!

goleader.com/form/bulletin
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PROM TIME...The Peer Ministry Club at Mount Saint Mary Academy in
Watchung sponsored a Prom Dress Collection to benefit Catherine’s Closet in
Newark. Gently-used prom dresses, handbags and accessories were donated by
students, parents and other members of the Mount community. Pictured, left to
right, are: Elizabeth DiGrande, Nicole Nunez, Claire King and Lindsey Sieman.

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

Y’know how I’m always looking for
metaphors and clues in movies that might
lead the way to saving our republic from
the current rash of misanthropic evildo-
ers? Y’know…those who would replace
our democracy with autocracy for their
own profit and narcissistic obsession.
Well, someday I’m going to just review a
movie. But this isn’t that someday.
Nah…Avengers: Endgame, a surprisingly
entertaining, jaunty ride to vicarious lib-
erty is simply too rich with the stuff of the
Four Freedoms to be treated as just an-
other superhero movie. It celebrates and
brims with the very idea of righteousness,
replete with an utterly contemptible vil-
lain too hateful and too real to discount as
mere comic book fiction.

Whether it’s because I’ve laboriously
waded through and consumed way too
much Marvel lore in the films leading up
to Avengers: Endgame, or because the
directors Russo wanted to reach the great-
est number of viewers this go-round, it
seems the minutiae is kept to a minimum.
While there are surely enough series de-
tails to satisfy those devotees who’ve
practically eschewed all the conventional
aspects of life in favor of total devotion to
the alternate fantasy world Stan Lee cre-
ated, I’d say this is the one you could
recommend to your old Aunt Millie.
Granted, it might be a bit of a lab experi-
ment. I mean gosh, she hasn’t seen a
movie since Forrest Gump (1994). Still,
attired for the occasion in wig hat and
high-heeled sneakers, it may be an
epiphany for her.

Truth be told, I approached the newest
Avengers with no small smidgen of trepi-
dation. Weighing in at 181 minutes, that’s
three hours and 60 seconds in human film
critic’s time…meaning there’d be forces
to distract me from my evaluative duties.
Helpful pundits on the Internet offered all
sorts of advice to potential viewers, in-
cluding special guidance for moviegoers
of a certain age understandably concerned
with how nature might intervene. But the
recommendation here is just go. You’ll
catch up, or your sidekick will be happy
to give you his or her subjective and
probably erroneous take. No matter. As a
parking attendant recently related on a
totally different matter, “It’s all good.”

Fact is, though the seriocomic adven-
ture tale, a panoply of the very latest
computer magic to suffuse the silver
screen, is rapid fire action most of the
way, it is ultimately an exuberant kalei-
doscope of technology, friendship and
the separating of truth from the deceit of

those who would bamboozle us. In a
splash of inspiration so needed in our
current state of affairs, wherein we ago-
nize just who could smite the dragon
(should it be a man, a woman, and what
color of either?), the Avengers are an
embarrassment of heroes.

Heck…there’s nothing much more fun
than saving the world for democracy with
some of your best pals, and our gallant,
larger-than-life surrogates are especially
adept at exampling that. Oh sure, they
have their tiffs, and just enough soap-
opera-like complications to prove they
are indeed human and/or otherworldly.
However, as is demonstrated time and
time again when a group dedicated to a
noble cause gets its head screwed on
right, where there’s a will there’s a way.

Gee, you have to get a load of this bad
guy. He is worthy of every effort our
champions are able to summon in his
defeat. But the depravity of Thanos (Josh
Brolin) sways curiously from the usual.
This baddy goes beyond the traditional
antihero you love to hate. Grotesquely
conjured, he is strikingly familiar in his
zeal to destroy the world and remake it in
his image. And of course he has the
endorsement of the bootlicking grovelers
and fawners who make the villain pos-
sible. Filmic heirs to the flying monkeys
who backed the Wicked Witch of The
West in The Wizard of Oz (1939), they are
the mob, ready to do the master’s bidding
at any cost. But what’s their game? Are
they so bereft of hope so as to support a
monster that they know is at a minimum
full of bunk, barely able to hide his dis-
dain for their blind fealty, and at maxi-
mum just short of being the Devil incar-
nate? Those metaphors were giving me
the willies.

But the group of teenagers behind me
who nostalgically reminded of my nights
at the Park Theatre with that old gang of
mine, apparently feared not. Animated
like a Greek chorus in their rousing, en-
thusiastic certainty that the title charac-
ters would prevail so long as they didn’t
lose sight of the common goal that binds
them, their optimism prodded me to in-
dulge in yet one more metaphor. That
they were young and cheering for moral-
ity to be victorious over corruption of-
fered me hope that they might very well
turn out to be the real-life Avengers we’ll
need for a virtuous future.

Avengers: Endgame, rated PG-13, is a
Walt Disney Studios release directed by
Anthony Russo and Joe Russo and stars
Robert Downey, Jr., Chris Evans and
Scarlett Johansson. Running time: 181
minutes.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Avengers: Endgame
What the World Needs Now

4 popcorns

Poets Christian, Koplow
Featured in Poetry Series

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to a
free event on Tuesday, May 21, at 8
p.m., featuring distinguished poets
Judith Christian and Elaine Koplow in
the Kuran Arts Center on Watson Road,
off North Martine Avenue, adjacent to
Fanwood Borough Hall. (GPS use 75
N. Martine Avenue).

Judith Christian is a former presi-
dent of the South Mountain Poets.
With a foundation of prior experience
in the field of technical publishing, she
was instrumental in editing and pro-
ducing several South Mountain an-
thologies of New Jersey poets. Judith
recently returned to an interest in pho-
tography and is creating digital photo
art for sale and public exhibition. The
Paulinskill Poetry Project published
her collection of poems, “A Certain
Knowing,” in 2018.

Elaine Koplow directs the Sussex
County Writers’ Roundtable, serves as
assistant copy editor of The Stillwater
Review, and is associate editor of The
Paulinskill Poetry Project. A former
high school English teacher, Elaine is
a three-time Pushcart Prize nominee.
Her poems have been published in
journals and anthologies, including
Exit 13 Magazine, Tiferet, U.S. 1
Worksheets, and Journal of New Jer-
sey Poets. Her collection of poems,
“Sketch Pad,” was published in 2019.

The May 21 reading is free and open
to the public. An open mic will follow
the featured performance, so individu-
als are invited to read one poem of
their choice.

Fore more, visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com,
or call (908) 889-7223 or (908) 889-
5298.

County Spring Garden Fair
And Plant Sale Is May 19

COUNTY — Gardening enthusi-
asts can stock up on plants, seedlings
and other supplies — and shop for a
cause, too — at the 30th annual Mas-
ter Gardeners of Union County Spring
Garden Fair and Plant Sale. The
Spring Garden Fair is known for a
large selection of flowers, herbs, and
vegetables including the popular
Ramapo and Rutgers 250 tomatoes.

The event takes place on Sunday,
May 19, from noon to 4 p.m., on the
grounds of the Union County Dem-
onstration Garden at the Trailside
Nature and Science Center in the
Watchung Reservation, 452 New
Providence Road in Mountainside.
All proceeds from sales at the Garden
Fair go to support the many commu-
nity service projects of Master Gar-
dener volunteers, including donations
of fresh produce to local food pan-
tries, educational events for youth
and adults, programs for people with
special needs, and more.

Visitors are advised to bring a small
wagon to convey their purchases. As
always, admission to the Garden Fair
is free, and parking is also free. Please
note that credit cards are not accepted,
and pets are not permitted.

Among the hundreds of plants and
seedlings offered for sale, the Spring
Garden Fair features deer resistant,
drought tolerant and fragrant plants
that thrive in Union County, includ-
ing native species and many easy-to-
grow plants for beginner gardeners.

Along with plants, baked goods,
crafts, and gently used garden supplies
for sale, the Spring Garden Fair offers
free activities for gardeners of all ages
including: Guided tours of the Dem-
onstration Garden including the veg-
etable and herb gardens; Displays and
information for Square Foot Garden-
ing, Invasive Plants and Mosquito
Control; Information on joining the
Rutgers Master Gardeners, Environ-
mental Stewards and 4-H Master Tree
Stewards; Children’s activities (chil-
dren must be accompanied by parent

or guardian); Garden clinic and Rutgers
information fact sheets for trouble-
shooting garden problems; Attendees
can bring plant and insect samples for
diagnosis; Rutgers soil test kits are
available for sale.

Free parking is located nearby at
the Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter parking lot and the Scout Camp-
ing Area in the Watchung Reserva-
tion. Additional free parking is avail-
able in the Loop playground area,
located a short walk away on the
other side of the Trailside Center.

Union County residents and visi-
tors with an interest in preserving
native plant species are also invited
to attend the free “Good Plants and
Bad Plants” seminar on May 18 at
Trailside.

Wardlaw+Hartridge Students
Shine at Art Show , Concert
AREA — Upper School students

at The Wardlaw+Hartridge School in
Edison displayed their talents in the

fine and performing arts during the
annual Spring Art Show and Concert
on May 2. Parents roamed the halls
and admired many forms of outstand-
ing art, including an award-winning
painting and creative sculpture on
display in the lobby of the Berry
Performing Arts Center.

The concert included perfor-
mances by the Concert Band, new
Jazz Combo, MadJazz vocal en-
semble, Jazz Band and Concert
Choir. Highlights included several
impressive solos by the jazz musi-
cians, a delightful rendition of “Ain’t
Misbehavin’” by MadJazz and the
Concert Choir’s finale, “This is Me”
from The Greatest Showman.

Camila Martinez of Scotch Plains
proudly displays her creative art work.

Isabella Sena-Cash of Scotch Plains
and Tosin Olarewaju of Piscataway
perform in the band.

William Rehwinkel of Scotch Plains
sings in the choir.

Les Misérables: Student
Edition on Through
May 19 at UCPAC

RAHWAY — Union County Per-
forming Arts Center (UCPAC), in
association with Pixie Dust Players,
presents Les Misérables: Student
Edition through Sunday, May 19, at
the Hamilton Stage. This production
features two casts with 38 teen per-
formers in each.

Tickets are $25 each. For more
information and tickets, visit
ucpac.org/events, visit the Box Of-
fice in person at 1601 Irving Street,
Rahway, or call (732) 499-8226. The
Hamilton Stage is located at 360
Hamilton Stage in Rahway.

CRANFORD — CDC Theatre in
Cranford will be having auditions for
two exciting shows!

The first will be for a summer the-
atre production of Carrie, the musi-
cal. This is a program for college
aged performers ages 18-25. Audi-
tions will be at the theatre’s home, 78
Winans Avenue in Cranford on Thurs-
day, May 23, at 7 p.m. and Saturday,
May 25, at noon. Performers are asked
to prepare a 16-32 bars of a song and
an accompanist will be provided.

The second set of auditions will be
for the opening show of the theatre’s
101st season: Chess. Open auditions
for this musical will take place on
Wednesday and Thursday, June 12
and 13, at 7 p.m. Performers are asked
to prepare a 32-bar cut of a song in the
style of the show.

Additional information can be
found by visiting cdctheatre.org.

Jackie Robinson Program
Tonight at Fanwood Lib.

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library presents Jack
Roosevelt Robinson – An American
Icon, with Dr. Lawrence Hogan on
Thursday, May 16, at 7 p.m.

Jackie Robinson was a great base-
ball player, and a great American.
This presentation will explore both
those aspects of his life. His contribu-
tions to his country are coupled with
the unparalleled grace and excite-
ment he brought to the baseball dia-
mond. We will explore the contours
of the world that made him who he
was, and watch how, with Dodgers’
owner Branch Rickey, he conducted
the “Great Experiment” that changed
forever, in such positive ways, our
National Pastime, and our nation as a
whole.

Dr. Lawrence Hogan is Emeritus
Professor of History at Union County
College. He is the author of several
books on the history of black baseball
most notably “The Forgotten History
of African American Baseball,” and
is executive director of the documen-
tary Before You Can Say Jackie

Robinson.
This family presentation is made

possible by the Friends of the
Fanwood Memorial Library. Please
visit the library website to learn more
about this and other library programs
at www.fanwoodlibrary.org.

Building a Brighter Future
for The Valerie Fund Kids

PLAINFIELD — The Valerie Fund
invites the public to take a self-guided
tour of Grace’s House, a Valerie Fund
Designer Show House, building a
brighter future for The Valerie Fund
Children, at 950 Hillside Avenue,
Plainfield. Built in 1870, the 7,000+
square foot historical property fea-
tures three floors of living space and
is set on two acres of land. Architec-
turally, 950 Hillside Avenue is a com-
bination of both the Second Empire
and popular Colonial Revival styles.

This designer show house will
showcase the talent and vision of
some of the area’s most extraordinary
interior designers. Come meet them

and let them share their vision for the
transformation of their rooms. Each
of these designers has shared their
time, talent and experience to bring
this magnificent home back to its
former glory, all while helping The
Valerie Fund.

The Valerie Fund is a New Jersey
based, four-star non-profit that pro-
vides comprehensive healthcare to
6,000 children and their families with
cancer and blood disorders.

Tours of this revitalized home,
Grace’s House will continue Thurs-
day, May 16, through Sunday, May
19. Tickets can be purchased at the
door for $35.

Courtesy of Westfield Public Schools
CREATIVE MATH LESSON...A Math Bakery took place at Franklin School in
Westfield, where fourth graders in Beth Billing’s class recently donned a baker’s
hat and apron for a creative lesson on how to multiply whole numbers by fractions/
mixed numbers. “Because fractions are often used in baking, this activity was an
engaging way for my students to apply these skills in a real-world scenario,” said
Ms. Billing. “They rotated between different stations with varying levels of
difficulty - from basic computation to more complex problem-solving. They
worked with their groups to understand and solve the problems at each station.”

Meet Photog. Feller at
SP Lib. Saturday

SCOTCH PLAINS -- An exhibit of
photographs, entitled Signs of Life, is
being presented at the Scotch Plains
Public Library on through May 26 by
photographer Sherman Feller. A re-
ception with the artist is taking place
on Saturday, May 18, between 2 and
4 p.m.

Mr. Feller has exhibited over 100
photographs at the library with five
displays over the last several years.
He has been actively involved in pho-
tography for over 50 years and has
been active in the Unique Vision pho-
tography workshop for over 10 years.
He is a longtime resident of Fanwood
and is a retired chemist.

This exhibit displays images of wall
art, signs and graffiti that Mr. Feller has
encountered in his travels throughout
Europe and the U.S. The exhibit, which
is free and open to the public, is shown
in the downstairs gallery of the library.

The Scotch Plains Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue in Scotch
Plains. Call (908) 322-5007 for di-
rections, hours of operation and other
information.

Auditions at CDC
Theatre in Cranford

GARWOOD — The Contemporary
Art Group is holding its member show
“Green” at South Avenue Arts through
May 31, at the gallery located at 221
South Avenue.

The Contemporary Art Group is a
not-for-profit organization that was
established in 2006. The group is
affiliated with the Watchung Arts
Center, where the membership of 35
local artists meets monthly and ex-
hibits in various venues in New Jer-
sey throughout the year.

Art Show ‘Green’ at South Avenue
Arts is on Through May 31

Participating local artists in the
South Avenue Arts show: Dorothy
Bellew, Ruth Brown, Virginia Carroll,
Maryann Ficker, Alicia Flynn Cotter,
Diane Gallo, Brooke Gardiner, Lesya
Dovbenko, Tamara Hanenko, Sheilia
Lenga, Charlann Meluso, Kathy
Nademus, Christina Pruczynski, and
Linnea W. Rhodes.

Gallery hours are: Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday noon to 5 p.m.; Wednes-
day noon to 7 p.m.; and Saturday 10
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Useful Information for Our Loyal Readers:

Q: How do I download the newspaper at goleader.com?
A: Click the Download the Newspaper link, enter your
Customer #, then click the Log In button.

Q: How do I get a Customer #?
A: If you are a subscriber, your Customer # is
printed on the mailing label located on the front page
of your newspaper. It looks like this:

If you are not a subscriber and wish to be, please subscribe
and have the newspaper mailed to you containing your
Customer #.

Q: What if I only want to read the newspaper online?
A: You can become an Online Only subscriber
by going to goleader.com/form/enroll.htm.
You will receive your Customer # by email
after filling out the form.

Suggestion:
Include your Customer # when submitting
press releases to get priority handling.
For additional guidelines, please read the Help Page online
at goleader.com/help.
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THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 
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SPFHS and WHS Nominated for
Paper Mill’s Rising Star Awards

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Both Westfield High
School and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School have received Rising
Star nominations for their musical
productions this school year.

Every year the Rising Star Award
Corps of Evaluators from the Paper
Mill Playhouse in Millburn attend 100
productions of high school musicals
throughout New Jersey. The evalua-
tors are theater professionals, perform-
ing artists, designers and theater arts
educators. Each spring, the results of
their evaluations from public, private
and parochial schools are announced
as the Rising Star Awards. Nomina-
tions for outstanding achievement by
students and educators in the areas of
performance, design, direction, cho-
reography, technical production and
overall excellence were announced
recently and include area productions
and name specific students.

The nominees and the winners will
be honored for their work on Tues-

day, June 4, at 7:30 p.m. in a Tony
Awards-type show that will be broad-
cast live on Comcast and online
through Hometown Television HTTV
of Summit. The biggest number of
nominations, 15, this year went to
Summit High School’s production of
Pippin. Westfield High School re-
ceived a total of seven nominations
and two student achievement nomi-
nations for its musical production of
Sweet Charity. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School’s show,
Mamma Mia!, garnered two nomina-
tions and a nomination for a dedi-
cated student from the production
department.

Westfield High School (WHS)
drama department’s production of
Sweet Charity was named in the hon-
orable mention category for Outstand-
ing Overall Musical Production. In
the role of Charity Hope Valentine,
Nicole Player was nominated for
Outstanding Performance by an Ac-
tress in a Leading Role. Her WHS
castmate, Sean Marner, who played

Big Daddy Brubeck, was nominated
in the category of Overall Outstand-
ing Featured Actor.

The “Dance Hall Girls” from the
Westfield show were named in the
category of Outstanding Performance
by a Featured Ensemble Group. Their
director, Daniel Devlin, was given
honorable mention for his outstand-
ing direction. Also, Samantha
Simpson was given a nod with an
honorable mention in the category of
choreography and staging. Artisti-
cally, Roy Chambers and Jack
Frankola from WHS are finalists for
Outstanding Achievement in Scenic
Achievement.

Additionally, Jeffrey Allen and Rob
C. Dietze, from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS), were
named as finalists for that same cat-
egory. SPFHS’s production was also
nominated for Outstanding Perfor-
mance of an Orchestra.

In the category of Student Achieve-
ment Award nominees, SPFHS’s
Stage Manager Sarah Gorman is one
of 19 nominees selected from the
entire state. From WHS, Dance Cap-
tains Caroline Schafer and McKenzie
Waddell are nominees in that same
category. The Paper Mill will name
10 finalists at the televised ceremony.

Sponsored by Investors Founda-
tion, the award show was created in
1996. Rising Star Award winners will
be presented with an engraved crystal
award from Tiffany & Company.

Experience Art at Ricardo Roig’s
New Gallery Opening May 18

Photo courtesy of Ricardo Roig
SERVING UP ART...Artist Ricardo Roig, his wife Michelle, and their son Ricardo Hagop Roig stand in front of Mr. Roig’s
newly installed mural "Hoboken Hero" of tennis player Michael Chang on a wall adjacent to the tennis courts in the City
of Hoboken. It is 40 feet by 43 feet and a hand-cut paper stencil spray-painted mural. The Roigs are opening Roig Collection
Art + Framing in Westfield where there will be an installation of his screen prints, as well as showcase student art.

Photo Courtesy of Westfield Public Schools
SWEET SUCCESS...Westfield High School received seven Rising Star Award
nominations and two student achievement nominations for its musical production of
Sweet Charity. In the role of Charity Hope Valentine, Nicole Player, pictured right,
was nominated for Outstanding Performance by an Actress in a Leading Role.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — A new art gallery,
Roig Collection Art + Framing, is to
host monthly “experience-driven op-
portunities,” Artist Ricardo Roig told
The Westfield Leader in a phone inter-
view Monday. The first experience will
happen this Saturday night, May 18, at
the gallery’s opening to take place from
6 to 10 p.m. at 305 South Avenue West
in Westfield, where the evening will
offer local bites and cocktails with music
provided by DJ J Hart while perusing
the modern space showcasing his hand-
cut paper stencil screen prints. All are
welcome to celebrate Mr. Roig’s third
gallery to open in New Jersey. His other
two are located in Hoboken where his
art career has taken off and has earned
the notice of worldwide collectors, and
Gallery 71, on the Upper East Side in
Manhattan, who will represent his work.

Some already know Mr. Roig con-
sidering he graduated Westfield High
School in 2001, where he was crowned
Homecoming King, and later taught art
at the public schools for seven years.

While teaching, Mr. Roig said he
guided burgeoning artists to “unlock
the artist within you and maybe that will
make the world a more beautiful, peace-
ful place, because art is a part of peace,
and we need more of is in this world.”

And some may already own one of
his distinctive, hand-painted screen
prints. He was inspired by the con-
cept while in art school at Kean Uni-
versity, where his professor urged
him to try a new class, and Mr. Roig
chose screen printing, then turned it

on its head by hand-painting the
etched-out paper, a process that is
normally done through computers. “I
unlocked this joy that still gives me a
thrill of a lifetime,” Mr. Roig said.

He said he has always wanted to be
an artist since he was in second grade.
Mentors from Westfield include his
high school art teacher Annora Happe-
Conway, “She allowed me to know
that art can be whatever you make it
to be,” he said, as well as his supervi-
sor, while an art teacher in Westfield
schools, Linda King.

Now, he is beginning a new journey
in Westfield where he plans to show-
case his artwork with an ever-revolv-
ing display of his art and a children’s
gallery wall. Local students in grades
K through 12 will have a chance to
submit art for consideration and if
selected will have their art framed by
Roig’s gallery and displayed. He will
also offer adult and family classes
where he will teach his craft.

In addition to his screen printing, he
recently was commissioned to paint
wall murals in Hoboken, Jersey City
and an Amazon warehouse lobby where
he had help onsite from his Westfield
friends and teachers, and his wife
Michelle. This new venture is booming
with additional requests for murals, he
said. (Shh—news on this coming soon.)

Roig Collection Art + Framing in
Westfield will also be a full-service
custom framing shop offering great
value, and a 10-percent donation to
local PTO’s will be offered for fram-
ing of student’s artwork.

The gallery’s regular hours (after
May 18) will be on Tuesday, and
Wednesday through Sunday, from 11
a.m. to 6 p.m., with later hours on
Thursday from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.

For more information or to enroll
in a printmaking class, contact
info@roigcollection.com. See
www.roigcollection.com for a col-
lection of his artwork and more.

Artwork by Ricardo Roig

Artwork by Ricardo Roig

Join Us!

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY

at Lantern Hill

Get an inside look at 
vibrant retirement living 
in New Providence. 

Come and tour our beautiful 

campus and maintenance-

free homes. Experience  

top-notch amenities and  

discover dozens of exciting 

clubs, classes, and activities.

Sunday,  
May 19, 2019

1:00 p.m.
535 Mountain Avenue 

New Providence, NJ 07974

Call  
1-800-208-1976
for more information  

and directions.

Bring Your Friends and Family!

New Providence  |  LanternHillCommunity.com13
50
74
26

This event will not include a formal 

marketing presentation, but sales associates 

will be on hand to answer your questions.

& present

MUSIC THAT MAKES

                     Stefan Milenkovich

Prelude from 
Tristan and Isolde

Excalibur  

Violin Concerto in D major
There Will Be Blood

featuring Stefan Milenkovich

Symphonic Dances 
West Side Story

SATURDAY JUNE 1 AT 7PM 
First United Methodist Church, Westfi eld

TICKETS start at $30 (students $15)
www.njfestivalorchestra.org • 908 232 9400
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BLUE DEVILS PIETREWICZ, STOGNER, GAGLIARDI ADD OFFENSE; CR’s HEIM 2-RUN HOME RUN

Blue Devils Fight Off Cougars in UCT Softball Semifinal, 8-5
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rain may have delayed the
Union County Tournament (UCT)
semifinal showdown between the
top-seeded Westfield High School
softball team and the fourth-
seeded Cranford Cougars at Kean

University in Union on May 7. But
one day later at the same loca-
tion, the Blue Devils stormed
home plate with five runs in the
fourth inning but needed to
shower the plate with more runs
in the fifth and sixth innings to
fight off the battling Cougars in

an 8-5 victory.
Blue Devil sophomore pitcher

Michaela Hobson allowed six hits,
while walking no one and striking
out seven batters. Cougar sopho-
more pitcher Morrigan Gardiner
also allowed six hits, while walk-
ing four, hitting two batters and
striking out five.

Underclassmen played a major
role in providing the offense for
both teams. Junior Julia Gagliardi

and sophomores Emma
Pietrewicz and Molly Stogner
were instrumental in getting all
of the Blue Devils’ runs across in
the fourth inning. Gagliardi added
an RBI in the fifth inning and
Pietrewicz singled and scored on
Stogner’s big double in the sixth.

Cougar sophomore Emma
Ingraham rapped a hard RBI
double in the second inning to
bring home Gardiner’s courtesy
runner Mia Markase. Sophomore
Morgan Heim (2-for-3) ham-
mered a two-run home run in the

fifth inning and Ingraham’s diffi-
cult blooper into shallow
centerfield accounted for both
Cougar runs in the sixth inning.

Cougar leadoff hitter Elizabeth
McCaffery reached first on a
throwing error in the top of the
first but Hobson fanned the sec-
ond batter then got the next two
batters to ground out to short-
stop Julia Romano. Gardiner
walked Blue Devil leadoff hitter
Kalea Calugay in the bottom of
the inning but buckled down to

This page is brought to you by:
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strike out two batters and get
one to popup to short.

The Cougars took a 1-0 lead in
the second. Gardiner (2-for-3)
beat out an infield dribbler down
the third baseline then Ingraham
drilled her RBI double to center.

The lead held until the Westfield
fourth inning. Gardiner hit the
leadoff batter, Erica Lawrence
(1-for-3, 2 runs). Romano
bounced a single off the
shortstop’s glove and Gen Howell
loaded the bases when her
grounder was mishandled.
Gagliardi ricocheted a hard shot
off the glove of third baseman
Ingraham as Lawrence and
Romano sprinted around to score.

“I tried in that situation to hit
the ball on the ground hard or get
it to the outfield so I can get the
run in. Just had to battle with two
strikes and get the runs in,”
Gagliardi said.

Hobson drew a walk then
Pietrewicz pounded her two-run
double off the centerfield wall.
Hobson’s courtesy runner,
Caroline Dwyer, also attempted
to score on the play but she was
gunned down at the plate on a
great throw by centerfielder Ava
Manfra to catcher Erin
Schwerdtfeger.

“With the bases loaded, I was
just trying to hit the ball hard
somewhere, try to get some RBI
and I was able to do it today,”
Pietrewicz explained.

Pietrewicz then scored on
Stogner’s groundout to second.

“I was trying to get the run in
and if you have to sacrifice, you
have to sacrifice to get the run in
and push the team forward,”
Stogner said.

The Cougars were not about to
surrender and proved it in the
fifth when Ingraham reached first

base on an error at second and
Heim tagged Hobson’s fastball
for a two-run homer over the

centerfield fence to make the
score 5-3. The Blue Devils took
advantage of some balls in the

dirt and some wild pitches to
score twice in the bottom of the
inning. Lawrence beat out an
infield single and sped to second
on a wild pitch. Howell drew a
free pass. Both runners advanced
on a pitch in the dirt. Another
wild pitch allowed Lawrence to
score on a close play at the plate.
Then Howell came sliding home
on Gagliardi’s ground out to third.

Back came the Cougars with
two runs in the sixth to close the
gap to 7-5. Schwerdtfeger
whacked a hard double to left.
Pietrewicz in right field hauled in
Manfra’s hard liner for the first
out. Gardiner chopped an infield
single then Ingraham’s blooper
into center was dropped as
Schwerdtfeger scored. The sec-
ond Cougar scored when the throw
from center was off the mark.

On her catch, Pietrewicz ex-

This page is brought to you by:
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plained, “I don’t want anything
to get by me, especially on this
field. It’s going to roll all the way
to the fence, so I tried to do
everything I could for Michaela.”

Aware of the Cougars’ moxie,
the Blue Devils felt they needed
some insurance in the bottom of
the sixth. Pietrewicz sizzled a
single past first. When Stogner
slammed her double to left,
Pietrewicz turned on the burners
and scored all the way from first
to add some icing.

“I had two strikes on me and I
was trying to fight off all my
pitches until I got the one that I
liked. The one I liked I hit it hard
on the ground,” Pietrewicz said.

“I was trying to get more insur-
ance runs for the game and close
it out, so getting Em[ma] in was
something I wanted to do. It was
a little bit high. I turned on it. It
felt great coming off the bat and

bringing Em[ma] was great,”
Stogner described.

“We definitely showed up to
play today. We wanted to get our
revenge. We wanted to win the
county tournament. We put ev-
erything we had today. Some
things didn’t go our way, obvi-
ously, but we were definitely here
to play and definitely came to
hit,” Schwerdtfeger said.

In the first three innings before
the Blue Devils found success,
Gardiner struck out several bat-
ters on her wicked high risers.

“We adjusted very quickly. Once
we got going, everyone kept hit-
ting and we got runs,” Stogner
said.

Schwerdfeger was put to the
test several times with close calls
at home plate.

“On the one where I dove back
to the plate, I would definitely be
bias to think she was out but I

gave it my all, tried everything I
can. Some calls in our base run-
ning, they didn’t go our way but
you know what? You got to work
with what you got. We tried,”
Schwerdtfeger expressed.

Two Cougar popups and a
strikeout in the seventh earned
the 14-1 Blue Devils their trip to
the UCT Championship game to
face the second-seeded Roselle
Park Panthers, who defeated
Benedictine Academy, 2-1, in
nine innings. Last year, the Pan-
thers defeated the Blue Devils,
2-0, for the title, so a spirited
performance could be expected.

“We played them twice this year
and Roselle Park always plays us
well. Maddie Hummel always
pitches us well. I think if we come
in with the same confidence we
play with, we will be able to get
the job done,” Gagliardi said.

“We are really looking forward

to that game, especially for re-
demption of last year. If we come
out with the same energy as
today, I think we are going to be
fine,” Pietrewicz added.

“Once we get the bats going,
get a rally started we are unstop-
pable,” Stogner concluded.
Cranford 010 022 0 5
Westfield 000 521 x 8
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CELEBRATING WOMEN OFFICIALS...Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco, left,
was honored on May 3 by Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th,
Trenton), right, at the Shiloh Baptist Church in Trenton as part of the event
"Becoming: A Celebration of Women Elected Officials."

Bd. Planner: 750 Walnut Ave. Apts.
Would Have Negative Fiscal Impact

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The planning
board’s planner, during last
Wednesday’s board meeting, said
in his own fiscal-impact analysis
that both the municipality and
the school district would see a
negative fiscal impact should a
proposed apartment complex be
built at 750 Walnut Avenue. Hartz
Mountain Industries, LLC owns
the 30.5-acre property eyed for
the development, and currently
is applying to rezone the prop-
erty from commercial to residen-
tial in order to build 905 apart-
ment units across five buildings
on the property.

The total negative impact to
both the township and the school
district could be as high as a
negative $2.3 million, the board’s
planner, Raymond Liotta of Ma-
ser Consulting, said. Mr. Liotta
gave a presentation of his analy-
sis and review of the fiscal-im-
pact analysis studies submitted
by the applicant for the proposed
development.

Mr. Liotta had conducted his
own analysis because he had
seen differences in the three re-
ports supplied by the applicant,
one being the cap rate (evalua-
tion of property and rate of re-
turn on investment) used in Hartz
Mountain’s analysis, he said. In
the first two reports, the appli-
cant used a 6-percent cap rate
and in the third report the appli-
cant used a 5.5-percent cap rate.
Mr. Liotta supplied his analysis

using both cap rates, as well as
using the school district’s analy-
sis (prepared by consultant Ross
Haber) of the children who could
be added to the district as a
result of the apartments, and the
district’s cost per pupil.

No explanation was given as to
the reasoning behind the cap
rate change, Mr. Liotta said. The
effect of the cap rate change
affects the valuation number of
the project value.

Basing his analysis on a 6-per-
cent cap rate, the township would
see a negative $210,687 net fis-
cal impact, Mr. Liotta said. The
school district would see a nega-
tive $2,258,171 at a 6-percent
cap rate. In sum, the township
and school district would see a
total negative $2,468,858 fiscal
impact analysis at a 6-percent
cap rate, he said.

Using a 5.5-percent cap rate,
the township would see a nega-
tive $79,835 net fiscal impact,
while the school district would
see a negative $1,949,404.

Hartz Mountain’s planner,
Keenan Hughes of Phillips, Preiss,
Grygiel, Leheny, Hughes LLC, had
provided three reports last year,
with the final report being up-
dated in October 2018, that
showed a positive net fiscal im-
pact to both the township and
the school district.

In Mr. Liotta’s review, he calcu-
lated the value at $290,687,127
at a 5.5-percent cap rate; and
with a 6-percent cap rate the
value would be $266,463,200 in

Mr. Liotta’s analysis. “It’s a $24.4-
million difference and could make
a difference in tax revenues gen-
erated by the property,” Mr. Liotta
said.

Mr. Hughes gave a rebuttal to
the school district’s planner, Ross
Haber’s, analysis of school-aged
children that would be generated
by the application. He gave his
reasons why he believes Mr.
Haber’s report is invalid.

Mr. Haber projects 353 school-
aged students would be added to
the district if the proposal by
Hartz is built and fully occupied.
Mr. Hughes data projects 152
school-aged children, and of that
total, a range of 110 to 135
public-school students would be
added to the school district.

Mr. Hughes said in Mr. Haber’s
testimony given at a previous
board meeting that he said he
“based his analysis on new, com-
parable developments.” Mr.
Hughes said, “it turns out that
was not a true statement.”

“Haber indicated his method
for estimating the number of
school children generated in a
two-bedroom apartment was
based on looking at the entire
universe in a number of commu-
nities and dividing that by the
number of students in a school
district,” Mr. Hughes said.

He also did not adjust for a
number of other “relevant fac-
tors.” Also, the list of communi-
ties Mr. Haber looked at have 74-
percent single-family homes and
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Garwood Mayor, Council
Support Ladder Truck

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Sara
Todisco and the borough council
on Thursday unanimously sup-
ported the Garwood Fire Depart-
ment acquiring a ladder truck.
The cost of the truck is estimated
at $1.3 million.

Over the last month, Garwood
Fire Chief Allan Tweedle and As-
sistant Chief John Scalzadonna
discussed the ladder truck’s spe-

cifics at two public town-hall-
style meetings. The council
opined on the ladder truck acqui-
sition thus avoiding a referen-
dum vote by residents.

It was revealed during these
meetings that the existing lad-
der truck cannot reach 20 build-
ings on the north side and 18
buildings on the south side of the
borough.

At Thursday’s council meeting,
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGECONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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have 4-percent multi-family
rental residences, Mr. Hughes
said.

Mr. Haber’s overall average is
0.56 as a multiplier of school-
aged children used for two-bed-
room units. Mr. Hughes said there
is no empirical evidence in those
multipliers. The data by Public
Use Microdata Area (PUMA) uti-
lized by Mr. Hughes in his last
report uses a multiplier of 0.131
public-school children, Mr.
Hughes said. He said PUMA has
the best available Census data,
last updated in 2017.

“His analysis has no basis in
empirical data in respects to char-
acteristics of the housing pro-
posed as part of this application
and for those reasons it’s a flawed
analysis,” Mr. Hughes said.

Mr. Hughes called Mr. Haber’s
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former councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro said considering the
truck’s cost “the truck should be
up for public vote.”

“You cannot put public safety
on a ballot,” Mayor Todisco re-
sponded.

The mayor said the governing
body is elected to lead, protect, and
make “tough, yet beneficial” deci-
sions for Garwood. Mayor Todisco
said the governing body funds the
police and fire departments, “en-
suring they are properly equipped”
to serve the borough.

Mayor Todisco said the council
unanimously decided “to do what
we have always done” which is
“listen, discuss, text and email con-
cerned residents.” She said the
town-hall-style meetings engage
residents, allowing leadership to
hear “what the community wants

or respond to resident concerns.”
“I could not fault it at all,” said

Ms. Cuccaro, complementing the
fire chief’s two presentations.

Councilman Russell Graham said
he was apprehensive of the “ladder
truck (purchase) at first.” He said
the truck’s cost, need, manpower
and other various concerns were
“answered to my satisfaction.”

Mr. Graham said the need for a
ladder truck was clear to him
after attending the presentations
by fire officials.

Councilman Richard
McCormack said the ladder truck
will update the fire department’s
fleet with needed equipment.

“Put yourself in their shoes,”
said Mr. McCormack, referring to
the volunteer firefighters who
could lose their lives, or their
family members, “who may lose
a loved one.”

Councilman Marc Lazarow said
“public safety and a public vote”
is a difficult concept. Mr. Lazarow
said every resident is entitled to
an opinion. However, those opin-
ions are inherently biased to one’s
world view.

He said borough leadership
must decipher what is the solu-
tion that will protect the most
residents.

Councilman Sean Benoit said
his fellow council members voiced
his feelings articulately. Mr.
Benoit said he supports the coun-
cil overseeing the truck’s pur-
chase while receiving professional
insight from fire department rep-
resentatives.

“What do I know about
firefighting?” asked Mr.
McCormack rhetorically to the
public.

Mr. McCormack said discussion
over several months with accred-
ited fire department leaders and
personnel and demonstrations of
ladder presentations helped in
his understanding of how under
equipped the department had
been for over a decade.

“This job (councilman) keeps me
up until 10:30 at night. What about
this? What about that?,” said Mr.
McCormack, describing how well
read council members become be-
fore “decisions are made.”

Mr. McCormack said he em-
phasizes the decision-making
process so residents understand
their safety and tax dollars are
considered in every decision he
supports.

At the start of the meeting,
Mayor Todisco read a proclama-
tion honoring Scotch Plains resi-
dents Tami Eagle Bowling and
Lauren O’Brien, who co-founded
the METAvivors of New Jersey, a
Facebook group.

Ms. Bowling is a stage-4 breast
cancer survivor. Stage 4 breast
cancer has at a 3 to 6 percent
survival rate, Mayor Todisco said.

Ms. Bowling has dedicated her
survival to promoting breast can-
cer awareness, the mayor said.
Ms. Bowling has raised $50,000
per year since 2015 for the can-
cer research and advocacy group
MetAvivor.

The next Breakfast with the
Mayor will take place this Satur-
day, May 18, at Lincoln School
from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Superintendent of Schools Teresa
Quigley, Ed.D., and Garwood
Board of Education President
Christine Guerriero will be in at-
tendance, stated Mayor Todisco.

projection of 353 school-aged
children “wildly exaggerated.”

Hartz also had Jeff Martell, of
Stonefield Engineering and De-
sign, a professional engineer in
civil site engineering, give rebut-
tals to testimony provided by the
board’s expert on traffic circula-
tion on the site at a previously
held meeting. Mr. Martell affirmed
that school buses, large moving
trucks and fire trucks “all can be
accommodated by the site de-
sign.”

The planning board’s next
meeting was to take place
Wednesday, May 15, at 8 p.m.,
after press deadline, when the
public would be given the oppor-
tunity to make comments on the
entire application. A subsequent
meeting will be held on Wednes-
day, June 5.

750 Walnut Ave. Negative Impact Garwood Mayor, Council Support Ladder Truck

CRANFORD — Police have ar-
rested a suspect in a string of
motor vehicle burglaries that took
place in Cranford earlier this
month.

Over a three-day span between
May 7 and 9, the Cranford Police
Department responded to 16
south-side residences on re-
ported car burglaries. The inci-
dents all occurred during the
overnight hours on North Lehigh
Avenue, Myrtle Street, Elm
Street, Mendell Avenue and Crane
Parkway. Various items were sto-
len from unlocked vehicles along

these streets. Additionally, a ve-
hicle was stolen from its owner’s
driveway on Mendell Avenue dur-
ing this same time period.

An investigation conducted by
the Cranford Police Department
Investigative Division eventually
led to the arrest of a 16-year-old
juvenile from Roselle. Detective
Robert Jordan, the lead investi-
gator, has subsequently charged
the juvenile with multiple bur-
glary and theft crimes.

The stolen vehicle was recov-
ered in Newark on the evening of
May 9 and, along with other sto- Probitas Verus Honos

len items recovered from the
investigation, are being returned
to their respective owners. The
investigation remains ongoing as
a search continues for a second
suspect.

Residents are reminded to lock
their vehicles each night and not
to leave any valuables inside.
Anyone with additional informa-
tion regarding these incidents is
asked to contact Detective Jor-
dan at (908) 709-4124.

Arrest Made In Series Of
Cranford Motor Vehicle Burglaries



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-18  Thursday, May 16, 2019

goleader.com/ballyhoo

UPDATE ON DEVELOPMENT...South Urban Renewal LLC (Russo Develop-
ment) attorney Christopher Minks presents an update Tuesday at a community
meeting at Lincoln School on the South Avenue development’s progression, with
vertical construction beginning next winter. The development’s brick façade
should be completed by the summer of 2020.
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Russo Gives Update on
South Ave. Development

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — South Urban Re-
newal LLC (Russo Development)
attorney Christopher Minks pro-
vided an update Tuesday at a
community meeting at Lincoln
School on the South Avenue
development’s progression, with
vertical construction beginning
next winter.

The development’s brick façade
should be completed by the sum-
mer of 2020. Mr. Minks stated
that “realtor buzz” surrounding
the South Avenue development
has increased since the demoli-
tion and site excavation has
started.

He estimated that the develop-
ment will be fully operational and

rented by late spring of 2021.
Day-to-day operations consist of
contractors excavating the con-
taminated soil.

“We (Russo subcontractors and
employees) are at the site eight
hours a day. We certainly want to
make sure contaminants are
handled properly,” Mr. Minks said.

Under New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) standards, all excavated
soil which can remain on site will
be used as the building’s founda-
tion, stated Mr. Minks. Green
space or open areas to the public
will be established with new top-
soil.

“To date, 5,000 tons of con-
taminated soil have been re-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

PSE&G Looking at Alternative
Routes for Upgraded Power Lines

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – PSE&G is investi-
gating alternative routes for up-
graded power lines, which would
allow the lines to “run along” the
Conrail railroad line, Mayor
Patrick Giblin said at Monday’s
township committee workshop
meeting. The alternative route
would prevent the lines from
running along the existing route
through Westfield, Garwood and
Cranford, the mayor said, not-
ing that the township commit-
tee unanimously supports the
Conrail alternative route.
According to Mayor Giblin, Conrail
representatives have stated that
the PSE&G upgraded power lines
being installed along the railway
will be predicated on “their
(Conrail’s) rail activity in the pro-
posed area.” He said the rail
activity is considered of “higher
occurrence” for the proposed
throughway.
PSE&G is “doing what they can”
based on resident feedback from
last Wednesday’s public meet-
ing, stated Mayor Giblin, relay-
ing sentiment from PSE&G rep-
resentatives he spoke with.
PSE&G representative Rebecca
Mazzarella said it is important to
listen to resident concerns and
answer any questions residents
may have.
“PSE&G is employed with provid-
ing for their customers, while
working with township officials
and contingent entity represen-
tatives (Conrail),” said Ms.
Mazzarella.
In other business, Township Com-

missioner Mary O’Connor pro-
posed a community garden at
Roosevelt Park at Monday’s work-
shop agenda meeting. She said
community gardens are a con-
cept where a “land parcel” (de-
pending on garden size) is di-
vided into different sections,
which are gardened for fresh
vegetables by participating resi-
dents.
Ms. O’Connor said the “garden
section” would be a “small sec-
tion within the park.”
Each gardener is tasked with tak-
ing care of his or her garden,
stated Ms. O’Connor.
Mayor Giblin asked Ms. O’Connor
to prepare a proposal for town-
ship committee review.

Cranford Police Chief Ryan Greco
said a police substation will be
implemented at the Cranford
Community Center. Chief Greco
said the substation was brought
to his attention from another
department as a method of pro-
viding increased “community po-
licing presence.”
The substation will utilize “closet-
type space” at the community
center where an officer will be
located, stated Chief Greco.
He said the substation promotes
officer accessibility for Cranford’s
youth, while presenting role
models, building youth-officer
relationships, and serving as an
overall law enforcement re-
source.

Cranford BOE Recognizes
Faculty, Reappoints Staff
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Ten Cranford fac-
ulty members were acknowl-
edged as recipients of the 2018-
2019 Governor’s Educator of the
Year (GEOY) Award at the
Cranford Board of Education
(BOE) meeting on Monday night.
Michelle Balseiro, Cindy Ciampo,
Karen Ferraioli, Anne Marie
Francis, Valerie Gormely, Paul
Maloney, Diana Niemsyk, Kerri
Ann O’Hare, Gina Peterpaul and
Breanne Timm were selected by
the GEOY committee.
These professionals were chosen
for their ability to inspire stu-

dents of all backgrounds, for their
outstanding qualities as teach-
ers/educational service profes-
sionals in the Cranford Public
Schools and for their high caliber
of service.
“We’re only as good as our teach-
ers,” Superintendent of Schools
Scott Rubin, Ed.D., told the board,
and further commented, “we’re
very proud of them.”
In other board business, the
board reappointed 21 adminis-
trative/supervisory personnel,
245 tenured-teaching personnel,
95 non-tenured teaching person-
nel, 38 building service person-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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PSE&G Community Meeting
On 69kV Lines Attracts 240

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – At a community
meeting held at the Cranford
Community Center last Wednes-
day, PSE&G representatives an-
swered questions from 240 resi-
dents about a planned 69kV elec-
trical wire route.

The route will replace existing
utility poles along Walnut Av-
enue, Lincoln Avenue, Lexington
Avenue, Chester Lang Place and
South Avenue, stated PSE&G
public relations representative
Rebecca Mazzarella. The project
is a “pole-for-pole” replacement
of 73 poles, meaning that the
intended total pole count will not
increase, stated Ms. Mazzarella.

PSE&G would be upgrading the
50-year-old 26kV lines with
“standard 21st century 69kV
electric lines,” Ms. Mazzarella
said.

“As populations have increased,
consumer electronic needs have
evolved. The additional 69kV net-
work will alleviate demands on
the remaining 26kV network,”
said Ms. Mazzarella.

She said the upgrade is re-
quired to provide “safe, adequate
and reliable” service throughout
the utility’s service territory.

PSE&G representatives were
placed at several different tables
based on resident concern areas
to “de-mystify” any rumors, mis-
understandings, or fallacies sur-
rounding the project, stated Ms.
Mazzarella.

She said the project will be

both underground and above
ground based on practicality, con-
sidering surrounding infrastruc-
ture independent of PSE&G
equipment and property. Ms.
Mazzarella said constructing the
entire project underground would
be six to seven times more ex-
pensive than above-ground util-
ity pole construction.

“Additional costs unfortunately
flow through to customers. That
is why we safely reduce project
costs making rational installa-
tion decisions while planning our
routes,” said Ms. Mazzarella.

She said line voltage has no
effect on the surrounding elec-
tromagnetic field and the new
lines will be comparable in “ex-
isting background levels.”

Ms. Mazzarella said all trees
removed on public or private
property can be replaced at the
owner’s discretion at a rate of
two trees planted per one re-
moved. Should homeowners
choose not to replant a tree on
their private property, PSE&G
will plant the tree on public prop-
erty to help in flood reduction,
stated Ms. Mazzarella.

Resident Justin Quinn said
PSE&G is utilizing the wood pre-
servative pentachlorophenol
(penta) on the power line poles,
which he said is a “known car-
cinogen.” Mr. Quinn stated that
penta was banned in over 26
countries throughout the world,
which was acknowledged at the
Stockholm Convention in 2015.

Mr. Quinn said the poles will be

placed into the soil, degrading
over time, releasing penta into
Cranford’s high-water table,
which can come in contact with
children, adults and family pets.

He said other utility companies
settled class-action lawsuits be-
cause penta contaminated a bay.

Mike Freeman, a leading ex-
pert in the United States on penta,
said penta “can be hazardous to

moved from the Casale (Petro)
site,” Mr. Minks said.

Russo wants to “attract quality
retail business” such as a phar-
macy, stated Mr. Minks.

He said establishing a “desti-
nation restaurant” is a top prior-
ity for the development com-
pany right now.

Mr. Minks said Russo represen-
tatives are reviewing “possible”
eateries that would fit the
Garwood downtown landscape.

The South Avenue development
bedroom count will be reduced,
stated Mr. Minks. He said Russo

has decided to reduce the unit
count to 296 while “attempting
to maintain” the same parking
space number.

The parking space count will be
reduced by one, but “we (Russo)
are trying to keep it (total spaces)
the same,” stated Mr. Minks.

Councilman Richard
McCormack stated that “it would
be appreciated” if Russo could
provide colored “imaging” for the
restaurant or building’s interior.
Mr. Minks said updated “com-
puter model images” can be pro-
vided depicting the restaurant
and pedestrian entrances.

Mr. Minks replied that the
development’s three-bedroom
mixes have been minimized.

He said Garwood Planning
Board Vice-Chairwoman Kathleen
Villaggio has been working along-
side himself asking local legisla-
tors and applicable NJ Transit
leadership to allow “Garwood
more one-seat rides to New York
City.”

Mr. Minks stated Russo believes
the development will be recog-
nized as a quintessential “transit
village development.”

nel, and 36 office and clerical
personnel.
Additional tenured certified staff
reappointments include two guid-
ance counselors, six nurses, three
occupational therapists, two psy-
chologists, two academic
coaches, five social workers,
three media specialists, three
faculty members in charge of
Pathways to Excellence and four
learning disabilities teacher con-
sultants.
The board expressed support for
a resolution put forth by the
Township of Cranford to object
to the PSE&G proposal to im-
prove the power grid along the
public right-of-way.
In regards to the Reimagining of
Cranford Schools, a survey went
out to residents of Cranford and
feedback will be provided from
that collected data towards the
end of June. Ten different plans

are under consideration that
would bring full-day kindergar-
ten to Cranford. The plans would
redistrict a number of schools.
The board approved the resigna-
tions of Isabel Wagner, Melissa
Brause, Scott Steiner, Lauren
Jung, Victoria Smutek and Mary
Kate Santulli.
The board accepted a donation
from the Livingston Avenue School
Parent Teacher Association (PTA),
in the amount of $10,000, to sup-
port the Elementary STEAM/
Makerspace development in the
Livingston Avenue School Library.
The board approved additional
assignments for Hillside Avenue
School (HAS), funded by the HAS
PTA, which include board game
activities, an environmental club,
arts and crafts and gardening.

Probitas Verus Honos

Russo Update on Development

Cranford BOE Recognizes Staff
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Lee Blowe to Be Cranford’s
2019 Parade Grand Marshal
CRANFORD — Local veteran Lee

Blowe has been selected by Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Post No.
335 and Steve Robertazzi, direc-
tor of the Cranford Parks and
Recreation Department, to be
this year’s grand marshal of
Cranford’s annual Memorial Day
Parade.

Mr. Blowe, a former sergeant,
was a combat squadron leader
with Charlie Company of the 1st
Marine Division in and around
Chu Li, Vietnam, during 1966.
He and his wife, Karen, have
lived in Cranford for 22 years.
They reside with their 17-year-
old twin children, Patrick and
Catherine, who attend the Tech-
nology Academy and Allied Sci-
ence Programs, respectively, at
Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical High School in Scotch Plains.

“Memorial Day is a very special
day for me,” Mr. Blowe explained.
“It’s a day I sadly remember all
my buddies who didn’t come
home from Vietnam, like I did.
For that reason alone, I am truly
honored to be our grand marshal
this year.”

Mr. Blowe, a recent retiree,
spent 35 years as a chief opera-
tional manager in the Walgreens
Drug Store chain. His primary
function with Walgreens was es-
tablishing and setting up new
store locations for the company
and getting them up and running
as working, profitable entities.

Born and raised in rural
Murfreesboro, N.C., Mr. Blowe
has become a well-known and
active part of the greater Cranford
community. He currently is a

member of the Chamber of Com-
merce in the township and the
Memorial Day Parade Commit-
tee. At the Cranford VFW, he is
senior vice commander, Buddy
Poppy chairman and a member
of its Post No. 335 Centennial
Celebration Committee.

The Cranford Memorial Day Pa-
rade will step off from the
Cranford Community Center, 220
Walnut Avenue, promptly at 9
a.m. on Monday, May 27, and
finish with services at Memorial
Park on Springfield Avenue at
approximately 10 a.m.

the men working with it in a
laboratory.” However, he said
penta is the industry standard.

“It’s important to understand
that treated utility poles do not
pose a significant risk to people,
animals, or the environment,”
Mr. Freeman said.

He said penta is a regulated
pesticide registered for use as a
wood preservative in utility poles
and regulated by the United
States Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).

Penta has been used for over
80 years as 183 million utility
poles are treated with penta,
stated Mr. Freeman. Penta helps

preserve the structural integrity
of a pole, ensuring fewer trees
are needed as replacement poles.

“There have been no known
incidents associated with penta-
treated utility poles and customer
hazards,” Ms. Mazzarella added.
“Penta poles are safer for utility
workers to climb. All the existing
poles set for replacement con-
tain penta.”

Mr. Quinn said he was “out-
raged” PSE&G has not taken the
time to test the soil or groundwa-
ter surrounding existing poles

treated with penta.
“Lead paint, second-hand

smoke, cigarettes, excessive ul-
traviolet radiation exposure and
asbestos were all considered stan-
dards as well,” said resident David
Pringle, previously the campaign
director for Clean Water Action.

Livingston Avenue third-grade
student David Ursic said, “These
poles could kill the lives of chil-
dren. Several hundred children
live by these poles. All my friends.”

“PSE&G believes the project will
have no permanent impact on
property values,” said Ms.
Mazzarella.

She said studies have “proven”
after the “initial installation
phase” that property values re-
turn to normal.

The new poles will have the
same spacing “in between them”
as the existing poles, stated Ms.
Mazzarella. She said the replace-
ment poles will range from 65
feet to 75 feet in height.

PSE&G notified Cranford offi-
cials about this project in Janu-
ary. PSE&G presented project
information to the Cranford
Township Committee on April 8
at a workshop meeting.

PSE&G Community Meeting on Line Attracks 240

Hist. Soc. to Present
Hanson House Tour

CRANFORD — The Cranford His-
torical Society will host a tour of
the Hanson House on Sunday,
June 2. Doors will open at 2 p.m.,
with the tour beginning at 2:15
p.m. The house is located at 38
Springfield Avenue, Cranford.

After hearing a brief history of
the Hanson House, attendees will
learn about the lives of Cranford
artists Leslie and Alice Crump
and will view the Historical
Society’s collection of their art.

Visitors will then be taken on a
tour of the Society’s collections of
costumes by its curator. Afterward,
they will have the opportunity to
visit the Fridlington Room, where
research into the history of Cranford
and its homes takes place.

Admission is free and open to
the public. Interested persons
are asked to RSVP by Thursday,
May 30. For more information,
email the Society at
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net
or call the office at (908) 276-
0082.

Local Letter to the Editor
Private Business Should Not Profit

From Public Parkland
Why do the Union County Free-

holders and County Manager Ed
Oatman allow a private business
to operate on taxpayer-funded
Union County parkland? I’m talk-
ing about the River and Rail
Cantina in Cranford that sits next
to the Rahway River Parkway.

What was once lovely public
parkland has been turned into an
eroded dustbowl and gaming field
for the restaurant’s customers.
It is covered with plastic games,
cigarette butts, broken glass,
bottle caps and plastic drinking
straws despite being adjacent to
the Rahway River.

That is all county parkland that
exists to absorb rainwater, sup-

ported by our tax dollars. The
restaurant does not rent that
land. The Cranford Township
Committee, Freeholder Chair
Bette Jane Kowalski, and the rest
of the Union County Freeholders,
should demand it be restored to
its former beauty.

The owners of River and Rail
should volunteer for an immedi-
ate clean up and resowing of the
county land they have eroded. If
they refuse, their landlords or
the county should charge them
for the clean up. Private business
should not profit from public land.

Steve Russo
Garwood
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CRANFORD
Wednesday, May 1, Kevin

Vincent, 21, of Hillside was ar-
rested on charges of posses-
sion of under 50 grams of mari-
juana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. A 2005 Buick was
stopped at North Avenue East
and the Garden State Parkway
137 Exchange for a seatbelt
violation. Following an investi-
gation on scene, police arrested
Vincent, a passenger in the ve-
hicle, for suspected marijuana
in his possession. He was pro-
cessed and provided with a mu-
nicipal court appearance date.
In addition, the driver was is-
sued motor vehicle summonses
for a seatbelt violation, driving
with a suspended license, fail-
ure to keep right and failure to
signal a turn.

Wednesday, May 1, a 2018
Chevrolet was stopped at Cen-
tennial Avenue and Hayes Street
for erratic driving. Following an
investigation on scene, police
arrested the driver, Joseph
Chirichella, 79, of Highlands,
and charged him with driving
while intoxicated (DWI). He was
processed and provided with a
municipal court appearance
date. In addition, he was issued
motor vehicle summonses for
careless driving and failure to
yield to oncoming traffic.

Friday, May 3, Amanda Gacina,
28, of Rahway was arrested on
charges of possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance and
possession of drug parapherna-
lia. A 2003 Mercury was stopped
at Centennial Avenue and Raritan
Road for a seatbelt violation.
Following an investigation on

scene, police arrested a passen-
ger in the vehicle, Gacina, for
suspected crack-cocaine in her
possession. She was processed
and provided with a Superior
Court appearance date. In addi-
tion, the driver was issued mo-
tor vehicle summonses for an
inspection violation.

Saturday, May 4, Dwayne
Otha, 29, and Tyshawn Lewis,
21, both of Irvington, were ar-
rested on charges of posses-
sion of under 50 grams of mari-
juana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. A 2001 Nissan
was stopped at Raritan Road
and Jackson Drive for a brake
light out. Following an investi-
gation on scene, police arrested
the driver and a passenger, Otha
and Lewis, respectively, for sus-
pected marijuana found inside
the vehicle. They were pro-
cessed and provided with mu-
nicipal court appearance dates.
In addition, Otha was issued
motor vehicle summonses for
maintenance of lamps, tinted
windows, open container and
possession of a controlled dan-
gerous substance in a motor
vehicle.

Sunday, May 5, a 2017 Acura
was stopped at North and Cen-
tennial Avenues for careless
driving. Following an investiga-
tion on scene, police arrested
the driver, Elroy Jain, 44, of
West Orange, on a charge of
DWI. He was processed and
provided with a municipal court
appearance date. In addition,
he was issued motor vehicle
summonses for careless driving
and delaying traffic.

Sunday, May 5, a 2012 BMW
was stopped on Raritan Road for
careless driving. Following an in-
vestigation on scene, police ar-
rested the driver, Ronnie James,

42, of Morristown, and charged
him with DWI. He was processed
and provided with a municipal
court appearance date. In addi-
tion, he was issued motor vehicle
summonses for open container
and delaying traffic.

Monday, May 6, John Matajy,
24, of Old Bridge and Anthony
Torres, 27, of Parlin were ar-
rested on charges of posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous
substance and possession of
drug paraphernalia. A 2017
Mazda was stopped at North
Avenue East and the Garden
State Parkway 137 Exchange
for a seatbelt violation. Follow-
ing an investigation on scene,
police arrested the driver and a
passenger, Matajy and Torres,
respectively, for suspected
heroin found in their posses-
sion. They were processed and
provided with Superior Court
appearance dates. In addition,
Matajy was issued motor ve-
hicle summonses for a seatbelt
violation and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance
in a motor vehicle.

Tuesday, May 7, Fredrick
Budhram, 22, of Roselle was
arrested on charges of posses-
sion of under 50 grams of mari-
juana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. A 2012 Kia was
stopped at Myrtle Street and
Rod Smith Place for erratic driv-
ing. Following an investigation
on scene, police arrested the
driver, Budhram, for suspected
marijuana found inside the ve-
hicle. He was processed and
provided with a municipal court
appearance date. In addition,
he was issued motor vehicle
summonses for failure to keep
right and possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance in
a motor vehicle.

Jim Boyes Is A Good Neighbor
And A Strong Leader

Letters of Endorsement

I am excited to support and
champion my friend Jim Boyes
for the 1st Ward seat on the
Westfield Town Council. I have
known Jim and his wife, Maria,
for many years and have seen
firsthand Jim’s commitment to
numerous causes in Westfield.
Jim is always the first person to
step up, whether it is volunteer-
ing to lead as a district captain
for the Ward 1 Neighborhood
Watch or committing to serve as
an active member on various
projects on the town’s Green
Team Committee. Jim stays in-
formed of the town’s current is-
sues and events and frequently
attends town council meetings.

Jim is a trusted and reliable
neighbor. One summer, when
my son was younger and had a
bicycle accident, Jim rushed him
to Overlook Medical Center in an
ambulance and stayed with him
until I could get there. During
several of our biggest snow falls,
Jim and his sons helped neigh-
bors by shoveling their walks It’s
who he is; Jim sees something or
someone who needs help, and
he rolls up his sleeves and gets to
work.

As a long time, commuter, Jim
has seen the steady deteriora-
tion of service on NJT Raritan
Valley Line (RVL). I know one of
his goals is to work on the Coun-

cil with the Mayor and the RVL
Coalition to secure the one-seat
ride and to advocate for improved
levels of service that Westfield
commuters deserve. In addition,
Jim has personally witnessed how
Westfield has changed in the last
several decades and wants to
work on the responsible imple-
mentation of the town’s Master
Plan.

I salute Jim’s commitment to
Westfield and look forward to
voting for him this November.

Sean Keville
Westfield

This page is brought to you by:
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908-322-7000  •  www.jonbramnick.com

Policy on Political
Endorsements

The newspaper will publish
political endorsements in its
online media, available with
download of the newspaper at
www.goleader.com. Submit-
tals should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com.

Those who would like their
political endorsements also
published in the printed news-
paper can do so by using the
paid service at https://
www.goleader.com/form/
bulletin.htm.

We publish letters to the edi-
tor in the printed newspaper
on issues of importance to our
readers at the discretion of
the editors.Probitas Verus Honos
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Trinity Fundraiser Sunday
To Aid Mother-Child Health
CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-

copal Church, located at 119 For-
est Avenue, Cranford, will hold a
bake sale fundraiser this Sunday
morning, May 19, for the Episco-
pal Relief & Development (ERD)
“Maternal and Child Health” pro-
gram.

Globally, 2.6 million children
die each year during the “neona-
tal” period – in the first four
weeks of life. In addition, 800
women die every day from pre-
ventable causes related to preg-
nancy and childbirth. Ninety-nine
percent of those deaths occur in
developing countries.

“The ERD Maternal and Child
Health program saves lives by
encouraging pregnant women to
seek prenatal care, promoting
nutrition for mother and child
and ensuring that babies receive
the recommended vaccinations,”
said the Reverend Andy Kruger,
Priest-in-Charge of Trinity
Cranford.

Donations, made payable to
“Episcopal Relief and Develop-
ment,” can be mailed to Trinity
or dropped off at the church of-
fice. “Please help us support these
vulnerable women and infants,”
said Father Kruger. For more
information, call (908) 276-4047.

Episcopal Relief & Develop-
ment, started in 1940, is the
compassionate response of the
Episcopal Church to human suf-
fering in the world. Hearing God’s

call to seek and serve Christ in all
persons and to respect the dig-
nity of every human being, Epis-
copal Relief & Development
serves to bring together the gen-
erosity of Episcopalians and oth-
ers with the needs of the world.

Trinity Episcopal Church,
founded in 1872, is a faith-based
family church that welcomes all
people and strives to “know Christ
and to make the Lord known
through faith, love, and service.”
Sunday services are at 8 a.m.
and 10 a.m. For more informa-
tion about Trinity, call (908) 276-
4047 or visit trinitycranford.org/
.

Trinity also offers Trinity Epis-
copal Day School (TEDS), a state-
licensed facility serving children
from 2½ years through Kinder-
garten. To learn more about
TEDS, call (908) 276-2881 or
visit tedscranford.org.
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GARWOOD — The Contempo-
rary Art Group is holding its mem-
ber show “Green” at South Av-
enue Arts through May 31, at the
gallery located at 221 South Av-
enue.

The Contemporary Art Group is
a not-for-profit organization that
was established in 2006. The
group is affiliated with the
Watchung Arts Center, where the
membership of 35 local artists
meets monthly and exhibits in
various venues in New Jersey
throughout the year.

Participating local artists in the
South Avenue Arts show: Dor-
othy Bellew, Ruth Brown, Vir-
ginia Carroll, Maryann Ficker,

Art Show ‘Green’ at South Avenue
Arts is on Through May 31

Alicia Flynn Cotter, Diane Gallo,
Brooke Gardiner, Lesya
Dovbenko, Tamara Hanenko,
Sheilia Lenga, Charlann Meluso,
Kathy Nademus, Christina
Pruczynski, and Linnea W.
Rhodes.

Gallery hours are: Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday noon to 5
p.m.; Wednesday noon to 7 p.m.;
and Saturday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

CRANFORD — CDC Theatre in
Cranford will be having auditions
for two exciting shows!

The first will be for a summer
theatre production of Carrie, the
musical. This is a program for
college aged performers ages 18-
25. Auditions will be at the
theatre’s home, 78 Winans Av-
enue in Cranford on Thursday,
May 23, at 7 p.m. and Saturday,
May 25, at noon. Performers are
asked to prepare a 16-32 bars of
a song and an accompanist will
be provided.

The second set of auditions will
be for the opening show of the
theatre’s 101st season: Chess.
Open auditions for this musical
will take place on Wednesday
and Thursday, June 12 and 13, at
7 p.m. Performers are asked to
prepare a 32-bar cut of a song in
the style of the show.

Additional information can be
found by visiting cdctheatre.org.

Auditions at CDC
Theatre in Cranford

Probitas Verus Honos

Local Residents to Graduate From
Saint Peter’s Preparatory School

JERSEY CITY — Saint Peter’s
Preparatory School will hold
its 141st Commencement at
Saint Peter’s University on
Thursday, May 23. The follow-
ing local residents who are
graduating, and their college
destination, are:

Cranford: James Anderson,
Georgetown University; Patrick
Keenaghan, Elon University,
and James McGann, Fordham
University; Timothy Garcia,
Owen Kealy, Jacob Quinones
and Robert Scheurer, college
selections not given.

Fanwood: Liam Christman,

College of the Holy Cross.
Mountainside: Kyle Hess,

University of Notre Dame.
Westfield: Nathan Bryant,

Drexel University; Patrick
Johnston, Fairfield University;
Aidan Lezynski, Fordham Uni-
versity; Mark Lovito, American
University; James Moriarty,
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Uni-
versity; John Pettit, Fordham
University; Wil l iam Pikus,
Loyola University Maryland;
Matthew Preite, University of
Scranton; Christian Della Rocco
and Nicholas Manganello, col-
lege selections not given.

Prom Pictures:
Send your Prom Pictures to

edu@goleader.com
and we will print them in the

newspaper and online.

Vets Ctr.-VFW Plan
Mets Game Trip

KENILWORTH — The Kenilworth
Veterans Center and Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post 2230 will run
a bus trip to the New York Mets
game against the Colorado
Rockies at Citi Field on Sunday,
June 9.

The cost is $80 and includes
game tickets, round-trip bus ride,
and beer, soda and sandwiches
on the bus.

The bus will leave the
Kenilworth Veterans Center at
10:30 a.m. sharp for the 1 p.m.
game in New York. The Kenilworth
Veterans Center is located at 33
South 21st Street, Kenilworth.

For tickets or more informa-
tion, call (908) 276-9769.


