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Garwood Library Highlights
Additional May Activities

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library has revealed pro-
grams to be held there during
the second half of May. On Mon-
day, May 27, the library will be
closed in observance of Memo-
rial Day.

Aging Services Kiosk (ASK) will
be featured on Thursday, May
16, from 10 a.m. to noon. Union
County Division on Aging staff
will be on hand to assist senior
citizens, age 60-plus, or their
caregivers with information on
services such as meal delivery,
respite care, adult day care and
support services for caregivers.

The library’s Monday Afternoon
Book Club will meet at 1 p.m. on
May 20 to discuss “Keeping the
World Away” by Margaret Foster.
No registration is required.

“The Beatles: The Beginning”
will take place on Tuesday, May
21, at 6:30 p.m. Paul Groom will
present the story of the band’s
rise from obscurity to interna-
tional stardom from his unique
perspective. Mr. Groom attended
the same high school as Paul
McCartney and George Harrison;
the same Sunday school as John
Lennon; he belonged to the youth
club where Lennon met
McCartney, and he lived in the
same village as Harrison and
Lennon. Mr. Groom punctuates
his presentation with song clips
including some from the
Quarrymen, the group formed
by John Lennon which evolved
into the Beatles.

Toddler Story Time will wel-
come the Pipsqueak Players on
Wednesday, May 22, at 10:30
a.m. This program is for children
from newborns to age 4. No reg-
istration is required.

Lego will be available today,
May 9, and Thursday, May 23, at
3 p.m., for children ages 4 through
12. Some Lego creations will be
displayed in the library show-
case. Registration is required and
participation limited to 15.

“Voting Machine Demo” will be
offered on Friday, May 24, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. A representative
from the Union County Board of
Elections will be on hand to dem-
onstrate the new voting machine
that will be used in the upcoming
election.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at 411 Third Avenue. For
more information and to register
for programs, call (908) 789-
1670. Further information on li-
brary activities also is available
at youseemore.com/garwood.

Hist. Soc. Launches
Membership Drive

CRANFORD — The Cranford His-
torical Society Membership Com-
mittee has announced that the
Society’s 2019 membership cam-
paign is underway.

The Cranford Historical Society
is a non-profit educational orga-
nization. Its mission since 1927
has been to preserve and per-
petuate the history of Cranford
now and for future generations.

Members support continuation
of the Historical Society’s ar-
chives, costume department,
maintenance of the Hanson
House and Crane-Phillips House
Museum, the organization’s third-
grade school tours, its History
Award program, through which
awards are given annually to a
Cranford High School senior, and
the Historical Society’s commu-
nity outreach programs and
events for visitors of all ages.

Additionally, members receive
five issues a year of the Historical
Society newsletter, the Mill
Wheel. For more information
about joining the Cranford His-
torical Society, call its office at
(908) 276-0082 or email
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.

Armchair Art Tours Begin
Tonight at Cranford Ctr.

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library will
sponsor two Armchair Art Tours
at the Cranford Community Cen-
ter. These illustrated conversa-
tions about fine art will be guided
by Michael Norris, Ph.D., former
museum educator at the Metro-
politan Museum of Art.

“West Africa on the East Coast”
will be presented this evening,
Thursday, May 9, at 7 p.m. Mr.
Norris will explore the cultural
tapestry of West Africa through
centuries of art from within its 18
present-day countries, especially
the Benin kingdom of the Edo
people. Included will be sculp-
ture, metalwork and ivories from
local museums, such as the Met-
ropolitan Museum of Art, the
Brooklyn Museum and the
Princeton University Art Museum.

In “The Ancient Near East at
the Met,” on Thursday, June 13,
at 7 p.m., participants will learn
about 7,500 years of the cultural
history of peoples scattered over
three million square miles of the
Middle East, from present-day
Turkey to India, and from Arme-
nia to Saudi Arabia. The core
civilization was in Mesopotamia,
the fertile land between the Tigris
and the Euphrates Rivers of mod-
ern-day Iraq. From this land came
stories of Noah’s Great Flood,
the unconquerable hero
Gilgamesh, and the Hanging Gar-
dens of Babylon, as well as the
modern discovery of the Great
Death Pit of Ur, filled with 74
bodies and priceless artifacts.

Mr. Norris received his Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Classics
from the University of California
at San Diego and his Master of
Arts in Classics and Ph.D. in Art
History at the University of Cali-
fornia at Santa Barbara. He spent
20 years at the Cloisters Mu-
seum and the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art in New York and has

lectured on trips all over the
world. He lives in Teaneck.

No registration is required for
these free events. The Cranford
Community Center is located at
220 Walnut Avenue and is acces-
sible to all. For more information
about the Friends of the Cranford
Public Library, visit
cranfordlibrary.org.

CRANFORD
Thursday, April 25, police ar-

rested three adults and a juve-
nile on charges of receiving sto-
len property, possession of less
than 50 grams of marijuana and
possession of drug parapher-
nalia. A 2006 Ford was stopped
at North Avenue East and Car-
penter Place for unclear plates.
Following an investigation on
scene, police arrested the
driver, John Martinez, 20, of
Elizabeth, and three passen-
gers, Edy Almendarez-Meija,
19, of Elizabeth, Frank Boateng,
24, of Newark and the juvenile,
for suspected marijuana and
receiving stolen property when
the vehicle they were traveling
in was discovered to be stolen.
They were processed and pro-
vided with Superior Court ap-
pearance dates. In addition,
Martinez was issued motor ve-
hicle summonses for a seatbelt
violation, unclear plates, being
an unlicensed driver and pos-
session of a controlled danger-
ous substance in a motor ve-
hicle.

Saturday, April 27, police ar-
rested Michael Matzkanich, 37,
of Linden on charges of posses-
sion of prescription legend drugs
and possession of drug para-
phernalia. A 2003 Infiniti was
stopped on Centennial Avenue
for a brake lamp out. Following
an investigation on scene, po-
l ice arrested the driver,
Matzkanich, for suspected
Suboxone and Adderall found in
his possession. He was pro-
cessed and provided with a Su-
perior Court appearance date.
In addition, he was issued mo-
tor vehicle summonses for main-
tenance of lamps, no valid in-
surance card and possession of
a controlled dangerous sub-
stance in a motor vehicle.

Garwood Fire Truck,
For Shared Services?
Having a daughter living in

Garwood caused me to read with
interest the article about
Garwood considering purchase
of a $1.3-million ladder fire truck.
For a small town this is quite a
purchase, which the fire depart-
ment has been requesting for
more than 10 years.

Major new construction in
Garwood reasonably should in-
spire new review of this issue.
However, what struck me about
the article was that apparently
no consideration is being given
to shared service with an adja-
cent town like Westfield for a
very expensive item like this,
where the additional capability
might rarely or never be needed.
This truck would seem to be a
“poster child” for shared service,
with possibly a per use compen-
sation agreement with a town
that already has one.

Neighboring towns already have
mutual-aid agreements to effi-
ciently and effectively assist each
other with emergency medical
needs. Why not a similar ar-
rangement for a ladder truck,
especially if Westfield’s paid fire
department might, at times, be
able to respond quicker than
Garwood’s all-volunteer one?

Jeff Bash
Westfield
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