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EFG Recognizes Teacher,
Former BOE Member

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The 15th Annual
Education Foundation of Garwood
(EFG) Appreciation Dinner was
held April 25 at The Westwood.
Lincoln School teacher Crystal
Spagnuolo was recognized as
Educator of the Year, while EFG
founder Adele Lewis was hon-
ored for her pivotal role in the
community as well.

Ms. Spagnuolo teaches sev-
enth- and eighth-grade math-
ematics and seventh-grade ELA
at Lincoln School. She has taught
at Lincoln School for 20 years,
stated Garwood Superintendent
of Schools Teresa Quigley, Ed.D.

“I always felt a special connec-
tion with the school and the
students in it,” said Ms.
Spagnuolo, who was raised in
Garwood.

Ms. Spagnuolo recounted her
first day at Washington School

as a kindergartner during her
acceptance speech.

“I can still feel the excitement
when I walked through the glass
door, up the stairs, and into Mrs.
Cole’s kindergarten classroom,”
Ms. Spagnuolo said.

Ms. Spagnuolo recounted her
experiences with various teach-
ers, including her art teacher,
Patricia Novy, and her social
studies teacher, David Bernosky.

“Several years later when I
was choosing a major in college,
the choice seemed obvious to
me. I wanted to be one of the
educators who molded my ex-
perience as a student,” Ms.
Spagnuolo said.

The “best part of teaching” is
“my students,” Ms. Spagnuolo
said. “Watching them laughing
and learning through classroom
dialogue brings me more joy than
I can express,” she remarked.

EFG HONOREES...Garwood Superintendent of Schools Teresa Quigley, Ed.D.,
Person Making a Difference Adele Lewis, Educator of the Year Crystal Spagnuolo and
Principal Mary Emmons are pictured, left to right, during the Education Foundation
of Garwood’s 15th Annual Appreciation Dinner at The Westwood on April 25.

Garwood Board OKs Plan for Larger
Dittrick’s Wine, Limo, Apartments

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The planning
board last week approved a
mixed-use business-residential
redevelopment plan for 2 North
Avenue involving property that
currently includes Dittrick’s Wines
& Liquors and a limo facility.

The applicant, 2 Laxmee, LLC,
was approved to redevelop the
site into one structure with space
for a larger Dittrick’s Wines &
Liquors on the first floor along
with a second retail space with a
total of four apartments above it
on the second floor. The apart-
ments will include three one-
bedroom units and a studio apart-
ment. The building will include
an elevator as well as an outdoor
common-space courtyard for ten-
ants.

Attorney Stephen Hehl said the
applicant proposes a two-floor
development with retail business
on the first floor and four apart-
ments on the second floor.

Mayor Sara Todisco, a member
of the planning board, and Coun-
cilman Richard McCormack,
council liaison to the planning
board, were not allowed to par-
ticipate in the hearing because
the applicant sought a D-1 use
variance.

Mr. Hehl explained that the lot
includes two buildings with two
separate business functions op-
erating on the same property.

Architect Gregory Waga said
the approved plan will remodel
Dittrick’s, facilitating a revital-
ized storefront and larger retail
facility than currently exists on
the property.

“I’m in favor of that. I’m in
favor of the new sidewalks. I’m in
favor of the mixed use,” stated
planning board member Bill
Nierstedt.

Mr. Nierstedt said the property’s

revitalization is significant as the
property is a “gateway” property
to the Garwood business district.

Gateway properties are land-
mark-type properties, which
transition pedestrians and ve-
hicles from a neighboring town
into Garwood, Mr. Hehl explained.

However, instead of two busi-
nesses operating in two separate
buildings, retail space will be set
aside within the new Dittrick’s
building for another retail busi-
ness, stated Mr. Waga.

The three apartments will range
in size from 1,106 square feet to
1,163 square feet, while the stu-
dio apartment will be 960 square
feet. Each apartment will have a
balcony attached for residential
use, stated Mr. Waga. He said
residential use will be limited to
sitting only as enough room is
provided for two chairs and a
small table.

As per Garwood’s ordinance,
no grilling will be allowed on the
balconies. Mr. Nierstedt said at a
previous board meeting that grills
are both fire hazards and can be
aesthetically displeasing on bal-
conies.

After discussion with the town
planner, the applicant will imple-
ment a brick veneer finish on the
building’s lower exterior, with a
“hardy plank” type design along
the building’s rising façade, ex-
plained Mr. Waga.

The businesses will have tinted
windows “enough to restrict sun,”
but not for safety purposes, Mr.
Waga said. A black aluminum
trim will run along the commer-
cial establishments’ windows.

The development will include a
shaded outside seating area in a
common space courtyard for ten-
ants. An elevator will provide
tenants with access to the sec-
ond floor from the ground floor.

Professional planner Nicholas

Graviano said the residential use
is not permitted in the general
business zone, which is why the
applicant was required to appear
before the board.

However, he said D-variances
can be granted to promote the
zone’s “general welfare” or to
add positive aspects to the gen-
eral business zone.

Mr. Graviano said the mixed-
use aspect appeals to the GB
zone’s theme as a “transition
zone” from industrial to residen-
tial.

Resident Joseph Moore said he
was concerned with the
property’s drainage into his prop-
erty and additional shrub place-
ment to create a buffer between
his property and the proposed
commercial property.

The application was approved
on a conditional basis including
additional landscape buffers and
a three-foot setback where zero-
foot setback was originally pro-
posed.
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Family Support Group
Of NAMI to Meet

CRANFORD — The Union County
Chapter of the National Alliance
on Mental Illness (NAMI) has an-
nounced that its Family Support
Group will meet on Tuesday, May
21. This meeting will be held
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at the First
Presbyterian Church of Cranford,
located at 11 Springfield Avenue.

These peer-led meetings offer
opportunities for participants to
gain insight from others who are
learning to cope with the effects
of a loved one’s mental illness.
All are welcome. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 233-1628.
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