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cluding Walnut Avenue, and the
elementary school and field there,
Lexington Avenue, Lincoln Av-
enue and a school there.

She asked if this project was
necessary.

Ms. Dooley said the route pro-
posed is largely in the county
right-of-way, not the township’s,
and that Ms. Quinn should also
speak to the county.

Ms. Dooley also noted later that
the township is trying to have
PSE&G revisit placing the route
along the Conrail line. She said
the township officials have spo-
ken to Conrail and it could be an
option.

PSE&G is to hold a community
meeting Wednesday, May 8 at
the community center, from 6 to
8 p.m. Also, that night is a plan-
ning board meeting to hear the
application for 750 Walnut Av-
enue. Residents asked if the
PSE&G meeting could be resched-
uled and also asked the format to
be changed from the format pro-
posed, which is similar to how
PSE&G held it in Westfield a
couple weeks ago, to a format
similar to a municipal meeting
where there is a formal presen-
tation and questions asked at
the microphone with answers.

“We don’t have the power to
regulate this body,” Ms. Dooley
said.

Mayor Patrick Giblin said the
township will ask PSE&G to
change the format of the meet-
ing. He also said he would change
the 750 Walnut Avenue planning
board hearing start time to 8
p.m.

Justin Quinn asked if PSE&G
provided the applicable right-of-
way documents and if they pro-
vided an environmental impact
study. Mr. Quinn also said the

health effects of the pentachlo-
rophenol (penta) used in the new
poles that will hold the 69kV lines
has been the subject of a global
ban in 2015, and has limited use
in the U.S. He said the chemical
is a carcinogen that can seep into
the soil and make its way to the
water table. He cited words by
New York Senator Chuck
Schumer (D), who Mr. Quinn said
has opposed having these poles
near playgrounds and schools.

Property values lessening due
to the high-voltage lines in front
of homes was also discussed.
With property values decreasing
between 10 to 30 percent, resi-
dent Rich Hurley said that would
mean he among the other
homeowners along the route
would be essentially paying for
other’s electricity. “I should not
have to subsidize electricity for
anybody who doesn’t live in this
town…. If they (PSE&G) can’t
make money on that that’s their
problem not ours.”

Virginia Zachariades, a Walnut
Avenue resident, and a realtor,
said that decrease in property
value can equate to someone’s
ability to retire and a loss in their
home’s equity.

In another matter, resident Rita
La Brutto commented on the
school district’s reimagine plan
to redistrict schools, saying the
bussing costs for a regional ap-
proach could be between $600
to $800 a year per child. She also
questioned if a “pro-board-of-ed
website and Facebook page ad-
vocating for regional schools and
a costly bus plan” was designed
by the Cranford Democratic Com-
mittee Chairman John Salerno.
“We prefer to not have politics in
the board of ed,” Ms. La Brutto
said.

Cranford Adopts $23.4-Mil. Tax
Chief Tweedle to discuss how a
ladder truck benefits the bor-
ough financially and is required
for certain emergency situations.

“We are not hiding anything,”
said Councilman McCormack, dis-
cussing Mayor Todisco and the
council’s approach to presenting
residents with the ladder truck
cost, fire department statistics
and the truck’s safety.

Mr. McCormack said residents
are invited to provide feedback
while attending a second town-
hall meeting, whether they at-
tended or did not attend the first
meeting.

Three Lincoln School students
were honored for receiving first
through third place in the
Garwood Historical Committee’s
inaugural essay contest. Mayor
Todisco awarded Samantha
Vandergroef (first place), Isabel
Cortese (second place) and Lily
Ficarra (third place).

In their essays, the students
were asked to describe, “What
do you like best about growing
up in Garwood?” Mayor Todisco
said.

Mayor Todisco said the stu-
dents’ work was “phenomenal”
considering their essays were
selected from among more than
56 entrants in the competition.
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HEAR ALL ABOUT IT…Jack Kelly (Shane Long), pictured center, and his
band of newsies, deliver a spirited, high-energy production of the musical
Newsies on now at CDC Theatre. Newsies runs through May 18 on Fridays and
Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sunday, May 12, at 2 p.m. CDC is located at 78 Winans
Avenue in Cranford. See www.cdctheatre.org for tickets.

Walter Boright to Speak On
Kenilworth Worship History
KENILWORTH — Historian and

author Walter E. Boright, Ed.D.,
will highlight the history of
Kenilworth’s places of worship dur-
ing a celebration of local history
hosted by the Kenilworth
Historical Society next
Thursday, May 16.

“Kenilworth — A Com-
munity of Faith” will trace
the history of religious
worship in Kenilworth
from local farming days
of the early 1890s to the
present. Mr. Boright will
discuss some uncovered
mysteries, reveal newly-
found historic photo-
graphs and review the impact of
social and other events that
helped shape the evolution of
the churches in the community.
There will be a question-and-
answer period following the pre-
sentation. Local history books
and memorabilia will be avail-

able for purchase.
A native of Kenilworth, Mr.

Boright is a retired superinten-
dent of schools and a retired di-
rector of Kean University. He has

written five books on
Kenilworth history. Addi-
tionally, he has held
elected office as a council-
man and as a member of
the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

All are welcome to attend
the event, which will begin
at 6:30 p.m. at the Oswald
J. Nitschke House, 49 South
21st Street, Kenilworth. Ad-
mission is free, but attend-

ees should register in advance by
calling (908) 709-0434, as seating
is limited. Light refreshments will
be served. Parking is available in
front of the Nitschke House and in
the municipal parking lot across
the street from the Kenilworth Vet-
erans Center.
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