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l'ennemi du journaliste

GAGLIARDI 3-RUN HOME RUN, MACALUSO 2-RUN HOMER; GARDINER RECORDS 100TH K

Blue Devils Shut Out Cougars in Softball Showdown, 11-0
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Julia Gagiardi blasted a
three-run home run in the sixth
inning and freshman Alivia
Macaluso smacked a two-run shot
in the seventh to put emphasis
on an 11-0 Westfield Blue Devil
victory over the Cranford Cou-
gars at Adams Field in Cranford

on April 30. Blue Devil sopho-
more pitcher Michaela Hobson
was on her game, scattering six
singles and striking out eight
Cougars, while permitting just
one walk.

“I knew coming into this game
that this team would want to
beat us so I knew that I had to be
on my game. I stayed up through

everything. Even though I
struggled batting, I stayed posi-
tive on the field and executed,”
Hobson said.

Gagliardi finished with four RBI
and her home run that easily
cleared the left-centerfield fence
was her second of the season.
Her other home run was early in
the season against the Elizabeth
Minutemen.

“I felt pretty confident going up
there. I tried to stay as relaxed
as possible then I was just look-
ing for my pitch and drive it. A

nice inside pitch. That was right
where it was,” Gagliardi de-
scribed.

Macaluso, who also doubled in
her third at-bat and walked in
her fourth, scored three times.
Her home run cleared the right-
centerfield fence.

“I had a rough time in the be-
ginning of the game but I stayed
positive and I saw the pitch out-
side,” Macaluso said.

Although she may be a fresh-
man, Macaluso is no stranger to
the softball diamond.

“I play club ball. I’d say sixth
grade I started,” Macaluso re-

vealed.
Sophomore Morrigan “Mugs”

Gardiner started on the mound
for the Cougars and tossed two
scoreless innings. In the third
inning after yielding a walk and a
double, Gardiner recorded her
100th career strikeout when she
sat down Macaluso.

After a brief pause for con-
gratulations by her coach and
teammates, the game resumed.
However the adrenalin of the
moment must have gotten to
Gardiner. On the very first pitch,
she hit Blue Devil Erica Lawrence
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