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Blue Devils Shut Out Cougars in Softball, 11-0
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LIVE TIMELESS

sulting in four Blue Devil runs. Gabby
Moreno relieved and would finish the
game.

The 9-3 Cougars did, however, have
runners in scoring position in each of
the first four innings but just could not
push a run across. Liz McCaffery was
in scoring position twice with a single
in the first inning and a walk in the
third. Gardiner singled in the second
inning and her courtesy runner Mia
Markase was on third. Moreno and
Emma Ingraham both singled in the
fourth and were on third base and
second base, respectively, but in ev-
ery case, home plate was never
scuffed.

“I feel like we just have to take
advantage of the situations and put-
ting the ball in play. If we have run-
ners in scoring position, we have to
execute and score. We didn’t do that
today. We have in the past but today
wasn’t our best day,” McCaffery an-
swered.

“Basically we weren’t hitting as
well today as we know we can. I think
we had under five or six hits today.
We weren’t all there. Me personally, I
know I didn’t get the job done with
Liz on base at second,” Cougar catcher
Erin Schwerdtfeger added.

The Blue Devils added a run in the
fourth inning when Macaluso doubled
and scored on Julia Romano’s RBI
single past third. In the sixth inning,
Macaulso was on third and Lawrence

was on second. Gagliardi stepped to
the plate and crushed her three-run
shot into the trees beyond left-center.
In the seventh, Emma Pietrewicz
singled and later scored on an error.
With Calugay on base, Macaluso
slashed her two-run homer over the
right-centerfield fence.

Gardiner has been the Cougars’ ace
all season and had many very fine
performances but this time the consis-
tency escaped her in the third inning.

“Pitching was not as great as nor-
mal but of course, we all have to be
there to back Mugs [Gardiner] up.
They can’t have a great day everyday.
Mugs is a great pitcher. She had her
100th strikeout today. Sometimes you
get a little bit frazzled. This was a
really big game for us. We wanted to
beat Westfield really bad. Sometimes
things don’t come together the way
you want them to,” Schwerdtfeger
said.

As to Hobson’s performance,
McCaffery said, “She was on today.
Her pitches were on. She’s a great
pitcher. When she throws strikes, we
have to take advantage of that. We
have to lay off the pitches that aren’t in
the strike zone. I think that we took too
many pitches today. Myself in one at-
bat, I watched the first to pitches go by.
They were perfect strikes. I don’t know
what I was thinking. I felt that was a big
problem for us today. We watched the
ball go by way too many times.”

“I thought she was pitching really
great today. Like Liz said, we didn’t
take advantage of strikes when they
were there. Swinging at balls that were
higher. She has a really good rise ball.
We were trying really hard to not swing
but it looks really good coming in then
all the sudden it lifts. Just for us it’s
having the discipline not to swing at
things above our head or below our
knees,” Schwerdtfeger said.

With a 12-0 record, Westfield has
drawn the attention of future oppo-
nents and those teams are sure to be
gunning for them.

“We don’t take any team for
granted. I think we go into every
game with a mindset thinking this
team’s excellent and we are going to
play our game the way we know how
to,” Gagliardi said.

“We never go into the game think,
‘Oh! We are 12-0.’ We are always
going into the game thinking, ‘Oh!
You never know what this team can
bring.’ We have to play our hardest.
We never take anything for granted
and we all work as a team,” Hobson
explained.

“Like Michaela said. We come in
and we are still competing. We never
have that in the back of our head
thinking we are the best. We have to
compete every single game,”
Macaluso said.
Westfield 004 103 3 11
Cranford 000 000 0 0

Hilltoppers Topple Cougars in UCT Quarters
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

The 11-5 Hilltoppers did some gam-
bling of their own but were slightly
more successful. The first came in the
top of the fourth. Trevor Mutolo (2-
for-3, 2 runs) dribbled a single past
first and sped to second on Will
Helling’s (2-for-3) sacrifice bunt. Af-
ter he swiped third base, Mutolo
scored on Emory Carlson’s double to
right field.

Summit took a 2-1 lead in the fifth.
Chris Tarashuk drew a walk then stole
second. Dan Isralowitz tapped a two-
out infield single and Mutolo walked
to load the bases. After Van Dam went
to a 2-0 count with Hellings, Donovan
relieved. But Hellings drilled a hard
infield single off Donovan’s foot and
Tarashuk scooted home.

Cranford quickly knotted the score
when Gallagher wiggled a single past
first and scored on Shriner’s skipping
triple to center. Cougar shortstop
DeClerico pulled off a second-to-first
double play in the sixth then the Cou-
gars were ready to gamble in their
half of the inning but Weiss raked in
all the chips with his gun down at
second and his gun down at third.

After catcher Joe Meola ended the
Summit seventh with a gun down of
his own, the Cougars were hoping to
end it in the bottom of the inning.
Mike Meola looped a one-out single
into right field and moved to second
on Gallagher’s sac bunt. Shriner was
intentionally walked and Plick walked
to load the bases. DeClerico’s fly ball
was hauled in by the right fielder for
the third out.

Donovan got into a deep jam in the

eighth. Mutolo poked a leadoff single
and Hellings singled to left but the
ball was bobbled and both runners
advanced. Weiss was intentionally
walked then Donovan walked Carlson
to score Mutolo from third with the
go ahead run. Further damage was
avoided when Donovan fielded a
grounder and tossed home to Joe
Meola, who then fired to first for the
second out. The next batter grounded
out to third.

With some help from his shortstop
Hellings, Reddy retired all three Cou-
gars in the eighth.

“Our bats came through in the eighth

inning there, got us a run we really
needed. Trevor Mutolo in that last
inning. He came through for us.
Hellings came through then the inten-
tional walk. Emory [Carlson] walked
and got the extra run we really needed
The whole team played great today. It
was a full team win. We are looking
forward to next Saturday, Kean Uni-
versity,” Reddy expressed.

“It’s a game you win or lose. When
you win, you don’t get too high, and
when you lose, don’t get too low,”
Coach McCaffery cautioned.
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Westfield. I tip my hat to them. But I
also tip my hat to my players because
the effort was there. We did all we
could physically.”

A goal by Dylan Alfano helped
Westfield close out the third quarter
with a 9-5 advantage. Cranford’s
Conor Halpin answered with a goal
from the middle of the field with 9:57
remaining in regulation to pull the
Cougars to within 9-6. But Westfield
responded with four goals in a span of
less than three minutes to take a 13-6
lead, effectively cementing their place
in another UCT Final.

“I think we had a lot more depth
than they did, so we were able to keep
going at them when they were kind of
tired,” said McLane. “They were try-
ing to slow the game down but we like
playing fast. That is what we do. That

is how we succeed and it really showed
today in the second half of this game.”

Mack Prybylski scored one goal
and had two assists for Westfield.
Alfano added one goal and one assist.
C.J. Duffy and Nick Martini each
contributed a goal. Koury Kania and
Matthew Angelo each notched an as-
sist. Theo Dardia recorded 11 saves
for the Blue Devils.

Cranford was paced by Halpin who
had three goals and scooped up 12
ground balls. Nate Caldwell added
two goals and Kutzer had one goal.
Michael Kalnins contributed two as-
sists to the Cougar cause. Phil Marotta
made 12 saves in net for Cranford.

The Cougars were without the ser-
vices of Cole Blazek (22 goals on the
season) who was out of the game with
an injury. Even without one of their

top scorers, Cranford managed to play
a tight game throughout the first half
against a Westfield team whose record
is deceptive.

“First half, we executed the game
plan fairly well,” said Reinoso. “We
had some situations go our way but in
the second half their talent level and
their ability to execute in transition
just took over the game and domi-
nated. We don’t have enough fire-
power to come back against a team
like that when we get down. Like I
said, I’m really proud of the effort we
put out there. Except for those couple
of lapses where they got a run going
we did okay. But Westfield is the kind
of team that makes you pay for that in
a big way.”
Cranford 2 2 1 1 6
Westfield 3 2 4 4 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY CLOSE AT FIRST...Cougar first baseman Aidan Plick puts a tag on
Danny Isralowitz as he dives back to first base in the seventh inning of the UCT
quarterfinal game in Cranford on May 4. Isralowitz was ruled safe.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STRETCHING TO GET THE THROW...Cougar first baseman Morgan Heim stretches to get the throw as Blue Devil Julia
Gagliardi heads for the bag in the fifth inning at Adams Field in Cranford on April 30.


