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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Garwood Fire Truck,
For Shared Services?
Having a daughter living in

Garwood caused me to read with in-
terest the article about Garwood con-
sidering purchase of a $1.3-million
ladder fire truck. For a small town
this is quite a purchase, which the fire
department has been requesting for
more than 10 years.

Major new construction in
Garwood reasonably should inspire
new review of this issue. However,
what struck me about the article was
that apparently no consideration is
being given to shared service with an
adjacent town like Westfield for a
very expensive item like this, where
the additional capability might rarely
or never be needed. This truck would
seem to be a “poster child” for shared
service, with possibly a per use com-
pensation agreement with a town that
already has one.

Neighboring towns already have
mutual-aid agreements to efficiently
and effectively assist each other with
emergency medical needs. Why not a
similar arrangement for a ladder truck,
especially if Westfield’s paid fire de-
partment might, at times, be able to
respond quicker than Garwood’s all-
volunteer one?

Jeff Bash
Westfield

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

A Resident’s View of the Board Of
Education Chaos In Cranford

In Hamlet, Marcellus says to Horatio,
“Something is rotten in the state of Den-
mark.” So, too, is it in Cranford with
Superintendent Dr. Scott Rubin and the
Cranford Board of Education (BOE).

As a longtime devoted resident, whose
children were highly successful and well
educated in Cranford Public Schools
(CPS), allow me to offer my opposing
viewpoint:

It is never beneficial to begin a local
project with negatives and outside money
influence. Nonetheless, so began and
continues Reimagine in the CPS.

In an effort to present full-day kinder-
garten (FDK) as a foregone conclusion to
taxpayers, Cranford BOE and Dr. Scott
Rubin attached it to 10 plans offered to
reimagine CPS, changing its configura-
tion of neighborhood schools and redis-
tricting in most. Plan 10 offers no change.

If this seems innocuous, it is not. There
is and continues to be a concerted effort
to downplay and obfuscate the most egre-
gious element of plans 1 – 7: 500+ stu-
dents will be bused right past their own
neighborhood school to attend across
town. Cranford does not have busing at
all, per se. This plan will total 25 buses
crossing our less than 4.8-square mile
town. This is to achieve grade banding
and a comprehensive middle school (al-
ready follow a CMS model).

This ineffective, redundant use of
school space will cost twofold: 1. stu-
dents will spend 1.5 hours per day, 7.5
hours per week, 270 hours per year on a
bus, wasting valuable time. 2. A total of
25 buses will be on our streets at a cost of
$1.5 million, billed to the taxpayers or to
parents at $800 per child.

For a family of five, that is $2,400 plus
$192 enhancement tax, plus Reimagine
tax cost, plus yearly tax hike, plus many
other costs not revealed to us, the taxpay-
ers.

Of course, figures are estimates, be-
cause who knows any details? Why is that
$1.5 million not being spent to enhance
our curricula, technology integration, and
classrooms?

To add insult to injury, Dr. Rubin and

the BOE are seeking residents’ prefer-
ences through an online survey platform
designed by, tabulated, and stored on the
server of Qualtrics. No one knows who
will have access to the tabulations on that
server.

Additionally, some residents have de-
scribed this BOE online survey as bogus,
misleading, intentionally opaque, enabled
to manipulate conclusions. A resident
with much computer software experience
deemed the survey as poorly navigable at
best. Although our seniors are bright and
accomplished and pay high taxes, this
convoluted survey may disenfranchise
their right to express an opinion. A hard
copy in matters such as this is certainly
more transparent.

This Reimagine project could have
been presented in a simpler and more
resident respectful manner. It should be
devoid of personal agendas and infusion
of urban philosophies. CPS should not
have been negatively portrayed by the
very people elected to lead. We should
not have outside factions influencing our
Cranford Public Schools. The negative
energy, with outside educators speaking
to residents in an infantile manner at BPS
and administrators, BOE members dodg-
ing forthright questions concerning facts,
figures, and educational outcomes, is
counterproductive.

Our neighborhood schools are of ines-
timable value, not worthy of being tossed
so readily by Dr. Rubin and this BOE.
Truly this Reimagine project served only
to divide this town. This is a sad, yet
learning, opportunity for all:

Beware of who leads our students,
beware of politicians intruding into edu-
cation, inform yourself, and ignore the
bullies. Our families are so worth it.

In conclusion, I urge you to survey NO
TO PLANS 1 – 7 with busing and CMS.

And I laud us all for always seeking
excellence in public schools, both aca-
demically and fiscally. Shakespeare’s
Marcellus knew, and we do, too.

Lois Morrow
Cranford

Union County Democrats Face A
Major Decision In The June Primary
As we have one month toward this

June’s 2019 primary election, we as
Union County Democrats face an in-
ternal battle at the polls; that is to
purge the Scutari/Mirabella Demo-
crats who are in control of the RDO
(Regular Democratic Organization)
committee seats in most towns, and
thus control the Union County gov-
ernment, and install the opposition
Mahr Democrats in each town’s com-
mittee seats.

The county government and the
RDO has gone on too long with its
corrupted practices of rewarding those
connected with undeserved govern-
ment jobs and high-end salaries, and
political campaign donors with
bloated contracts, such waste and
abuse of the taxpayers money must be
stopped.

This abuse for 15 years has been
chronicled by the bi-partisan
Countywatchers, and by my own ob-
servation and investigation of the

county government in my letters to
The Westfield Leader. Plus in this
year’s primary, the freeholder line
needs to be seriously looked at, as
two sets of opposition Democratic
candidates have arisen to challenge
the RDO candidates.

Sadly there are three sets of Dems
for the FH primary and line B and C
may end up split while the RDO sanc-
tioned freeholders will probably waltz
in again. But the big battle is for the
Democratic committee seats up for
election this June primary.

Choose wisely, please do not en-
able the county corrupted system any
more by the Scutari/Mirabella RDO
Dems. We must police ourselves in-
ternally for the fiscal sanity and integ-
rity of our Union County Democratic
organization and toward the better-
ment of Union County government.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Pointe Residents Appreciate Return
Of ‘Green Space’ After Ice Rink

The Pointe at Garwood, opened in
2007, was sold out in about a year and
a half and has been fully occupied
ever since. Units sell quickly to people
from nearby towns — many from
Westfield.

They obviously like our location
and our new town. We do, too. We
patronize the local stores, vote in
local elections, support the school
system and enjoy the sounds of youth
baseball in the spring and summer.

We are very happy to have our
“green space” across Chestnut Street
restored this spring. We like the open
vista between Chestnut and North
Avenue minimally outfitted with bas-
ketball courts and a few picnic tables.
For years, it has attracted groups of
young men for pick-up games of bas-

ketball in nice weather. They come,
play for a while, talk, hang out — no
admission fees, no amenities, just a
nice, clean, tree-lined space to be
outside and together.

This space was covered by a tented
ice-skating rink from last October
until April. That was a private, money-
making business on public property.
It was traffic producing, loud, ugly,
and brightly lit at night. It belongs on
a larger, less intrusive property —
one with adequate lighting, parking,
and whatever utilities a hockey rink
requires.

We hope it never comes back to
haunt our peaceful neighborhood.

Lyn Tweedie
Garwood

During 26 Years, The Drive Has
Collected 1.67 Billion Pounds Of Food

Saturday, May 11 marks the 27th anni-
versary of the National Association of
Letter Carriers Stamp Out Hungry Food
drive.

Letter carriers walk through the com-
munity every day, often coming face to
face with a sad reality for too many,
hunger.

So, each year on the second Saturday
in May, (May 11), letter carriers across
the country collect non-perishable food
donations from our customers. These
donations go directly to local food pan-
tries to provide food to the people in the
Westfield area who need our help.

Last year, we collected over 71.6 mil-
lion pounds of food nationally, feeding
an estimated 64 million people. Over the
course of its 26-year history, the drive has
collected well over 1.67 billion pounds of
food, thanks to a postal service universal
delivery network that spans the entire

nation.
Our food drive’s timing is crucial. Food

banks and pantries often receive the ma-
jority of their donations during Thanks-
giving and Christmas holiday season. By
springtime, many pantries are depleted,
entering the summer low on supplies.

Participating in this year’s Letter Car-
rier Stamp Out Hungry is simple. Just
leave a non-perishable food donation in a
bag by your mailbox on Saturday, May
11 and your letter will do the rest. Letter
carriers and the United States Postal Ser-
vice will deliver all donated food to local
food banks.

Please help us in our fight to end hun-
ger, as we celebrate 27 years in helping
our community.

Rick Dowzycki
Letter Carrier

Westfield

Policy on Political
Endorsements

The newspaper will publish politi-
cal endorsements in its online media,
available with download of the news-
paper at www.goleader.com. Submit-
tals should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com.

Those who would like their politi-
cal endorsements also published in
the printed newspaper can do so by
using the paid service at https://
w w w . g o l e a d e r . c o m / f o r m /
bulletin.htm.

We publish letters to the editor in
the printed newspaper on issues of
importance to our readers at the dis-
cretion of the editors.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Pleurosteon – The lateral element of

a bird’s sternum which joins onto the ribs
2. Limu – Hawaiian seaweed
3. Pliofilm – A waterproof, transparent

rubber sheeting used for raincoats
4. Urson – The Canada porcupine

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

KIBE
1. A crack or chap in the flesh caused

by cold
2. Soft sleet or hail
3. An aside remark or suggestion
4. A horsefly

DESPUMATION
1. A sudden flood due to heavy rains
2. An eruption, as with a volcano or

geyser
3. The act of skimming or scumming
4. A removing of the feathers; pluck-

ing
GARRAN

1. A small bell similar to a sleighbell
2. A hermit; loner
3. A monstrosity or hideous creature
4. A small work-horse

EYRA
1. Pertaining to the dawn of time
2. A reddish or chestnut-colored wild-

cat of Central and South America
3. An aura; halo
4. Revenge; reprisal

Bonding For New Ladder Truck
Is Necessary Expense for Garwood

Housing Density Limits Can Help
Preserve Fabric of Communities

Useful Information, It is all there at www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date and Customer ID are printed on your mailing label.)

Faced with aging equipment and with housing
developments either under construction or coming
in the near future, Garwood presently is confronted
with the need to purchase a new ladder fire truck.
Such a purchase would cost upwards of $1.3 million.

Garwood is one of only two of the 21 municipali-
ties in Union County that does not have a ladder
truck. The other is Winfield, a community with a
population under 1,500.

As we reported last week, the existing ladder truck
cannot reach 20 buildings on the north side and 18
buildings on the south side of the borough. That is a
scary thought. And Garwood’s population will be
significantly increasing with the 298 condominium
units and 73 townhouses under construction on the
former Casale and Petro industrial site on South
Avenue. Another 114 units are to be built on the
former Paperboard site on North Avenue.

Mayor Sara Todisco said at a community meeting
last week on the ladder truck purchase that the new
developments are not the only reason the purchase is

necessary. She said the acquisition is necessary if the
all-volunteer department is to continue to serve the
community effectively, noting that the new develop-
ments “will only make the problem worse.”

Outside of acquiring a new truck, the only other
viable option, in our opinion, would be to contract
with a paid department such as Cranford or Westfield.
But that would likely impact Garwood taxpayers
with higher taxes as this would be a long-term
expense.

There also is the impact on insurance rates for
failure to upgrade Garwood’s firefighting capabili-
ties. The ISO (Insurance Services Office) fire score
is a rating that determines how well a local fire
department can protect a community and home.
Insurance companies use the score to help set home
insurance rates.

In our view, joining a paid department would be
significantly more expensive. Bonding the purchase,
however, would be a wise investment for the future
of Garwood.

The challenge of effectively meeting overall hous-
ing needs, including fulfilling affordable-housing
obligations, remains at the forefront of issues cur-
rently facing New Jersey municipalities. These in-
clude those communities comprising our immediate
readership area — among them Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and Garwood — where
major residential developments already are com-
pleted, are underway or are the subject of ongoing
planning board hearings.

As has previously been reported through articles
in our publications, local elected officials and the
public alike understand the necessity and impor-
tance of providing sufficient housing, but also are
justifiably concerned with the potential impact high-
density residential complexes could have on the
fabric of our communities, including traffic volume,
schools, infrastructure, municipal services and emer-
gency response capabilities.

Our area towns continue to explore ways to create
a balance between accommodating present and fu-
ture development and maintaining existing quality
of life. In Fanwood, officials are reviewing a pro-
spective ordinance that, going forward, would re-
strict the number of residential units per acre in the
borough. As cited by the Fanwood Planning Board,
the municipality’s Land Use Ordinance currently
includes height and front setback restrictions but no
restrictions on the quantity of units per acre.

The Fanwood Borough Council passed a resolu-
tion on first reading in March calling for a limit of
36 units per acre for future residential develop-
ments within its borders, noting that other neigh-
boring municipalities have an average of 40 units
per acre. The proposal has since been referred to
the borough planning board, which has discussed
the matter, generating mixed opinions from mem-
bers. Board members plan to continue their dia-
logue regarding the proposed ordinance at their
next meeting this month, when a professional plan-
ner is expected to be on hand. The borough council
has delayed a second reading and vote on the
ordinance until after the planning board has con-
ducted further discussions.

The proposed ordinance is anticipated to impact
nearly half a dozen projects being eyed for proper-
ties along South Avenue, which could soon have
hearings before the planning board.

While the proposed ordinance remains in the
discussion stage for now, and various factors must
be taken into account, we feel the concept has merit,
especially for communities that are geographically
smaller in size. Fanwood measures just a little more
than 1.3 square miles, and is home to a population of
approximately 7,800. However, we believe housing
density, in a town of any size, ought to reflect that
community’s ability to accommodate it successfully
for the benefit of all its residents.

More Letters, P22 & P23


