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Garwood’s New Joint
Committee to Meet Mar. 19

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Sara Todisco
stated last week that her established
joint committee, which includes coun-
cil, planning board and board of edu-
cation members, will meet before the
Tuesday, March 19 board of educa-
tion meeting. She said those in atten-
dance will include Planning Board
Chairman Steve Greet, Vice-Chair-
woman Kathy Villaggio, Board of
Education President Christine
Guerriero and Councilman Russell
Graham.

The committee was established to
provide cohesiveness, collaboration
and joint-initiative execution to
achieve common goals amongst the
three governing bodies, Mayor
Todisco explained at last Thursday’s
borough council meeting.

“I am excited at this prospect of
having our respective entities work
collaboratively with one another to
tackle challenges as well as create
new initiatives,” Mayor Todisco said.

Garwood’s future during redevel-
opment and post redevelopment will
be one topic, but “it will be far from
the only one,” the mayor said. The
meetings will continue to occur on a
quarterly basis.

In other business, Councilman Ri-
chard McCormack said he wanted to
“take time to discuss and speak out
against” a recent resolution proposed
by Berkeley Heights township regard-
ing granted financial leniency and
accommodations to federal workers
during government shutdowns. He
said the resolution was brought forth
and to the attention of Garwood’s
council.

Mr. McCormack said the resolu-
tion would allow New Jersey munici-
palities the “right to waive interest on
real estate tax payments or provide

greater grace periods to pay them
without penalty (for federal workers
during a shutdown).”

“The legislation would further per-
mit deferred property-tax payments,
which would be due on the next quar-
terly property-tax due date, without
penalty ( for federal employees only),”
Mr. McCormack said.

“The resolution is a slap in the face
to senior citizens and taxpayers,” Mr.
McCormack said.

He said taxpayers should not foot
the burden for government shutdowns
when parents who have ailing chil-
dren and who work in corporate
America or own their own business,
senior citizens who can not afford
increasing costs of living, and strug-
gling students with loans are not af-
forded the same leniency.

Mr. McCormack described the pro-
posed resolution as “outright disgust-
ing.”

Councilman Marc Lazarow said
that this Saturday, March 9, the
Garwood Fire Department will
present the Citizens’ Advisory Panel
with a demo for the ladder truck the
department is requesting in this year’s
capital expenditure budget requests.

Mr. Lazarow said the fire depart-
ment demo is one of several steps
various council committees have
taken to prepare for this year’s mu-
nicipal budget.

“The (council’s) finance commit-
tee met on two separate occasions for
a collective total of seven hours with
our CFO, borough administrator, and
in our last meeting with our auditor,”
Mr. Lazarow said.

The finance committee “went line
by line to question and justify the
needs of our departments,” Mr.
Lazarow said.

The finance committee’s review is
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
PANCAKES AND JAZZ...Those who attended Saturday’s annual Westfield Rotary Club Breakfast at Westfield High
School (WHS) were entertained  by student musicians throughout the morning. Those bands that performed were the Edison
Intermediate School Jazz Band, Roosevelt Intermediate School Jazz Combo and Roosevelt Middle School 8th grade Jazz
band, as well as the Westfield High School Stage Band, WHS Jazz Bands and WHS AlgoRhythm (WHS Student Combo).

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader
A LOVE FOR STAMPS...Nick Lombardi (in Mets cap), president of the Westfield
Stamp Club, discusses stamps at the club’s annual show held Saturday in the
Community Room of the municipal building. This year’s show featured a com-
memoration of the 150th anniversary of professional baseball.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
WE HAVE A WINNER...Westfield Rotary Club member Deirdre Gelinne,
executive director of the Westfield United Fund, draws a winning raffle ticket
during Saturday’s annual Rotary breakfast at Westfield High School. Proceeds
from the event support the club’s scholarship fund.

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader
STAMP HISTORY...Stamp enthusiasts look through books of stamps on display
at the Westfield Stamp Club’s annual show held Saturday in the community room
of the municipal building. This year’s show featured a commemoration for the
150th anniversary of professional baseball.

Residents Ask for Information on
Future of Westfield Hockey Rink

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Dozens of
Westfield and Garwood residents
asked pointed questions regarding
the future of the ice rink, located
along North Avenue in Gumbert
Park, during the public comment
portion of Monday’s recreation
commission meeting.

Resident Susan Levy stated that
the community needed transparency
regarding what metrics and criteria
would be used by the commission
and the town council to determine
whether the rink has been a success
and urged commission members to
insist that the rink owner, Ken Ander-

son, provide financial information
regarding the rink’s operations.

Mark Friedberg shared a detailed
report on the rink’s usage. Accord-
ing to Mr. Friedberg, hockey teams
use 79 percent of the ice time and 83
percent of the hockey teams using
the rink are from outside of Union
County, including the New York City
Cyclones, the New York Lady
Hawks, and teams from Riverhead,
Long Island. He noted that while
the rink had been promoted as a
“public-private partnership,” almost
50 percent of the rink’s rentable
hours were used by youth hockey
groups owned and operated by Mr.
Anderson, and questioned whether

using public parkland for an
individual’s private financial gain
was appropriate.

Several Garwood residents in-
cluding Tom Pedas also spoke at
length regarding Westfield’s failure
to advise neighboring communities
of the installation of the rink or to
consider the adverse impact of the
rink on Garwood, including higher
police costs, increased noise and
lower property values.

Commission Chairman Gary Fox
explained that there was a process
in place regarding the rink. He noted
that the first step was a site inspec-
tion after the removal of the rink,
the receipt of a proposal from Mr.
Anderson, and public input. The
commission will then make a rec-
ommendation to the town council,
which will make the final decision.
Mr. Fox assured the public that the
dates of the public meeting will be
well publicized and all relevant
documents will be made available
for residents’ review prior to the
public meetings.

In other business, Recreation Di-
rector Don Bogardus provided an
update on the many improvements
made to Westfield Memorial Pool.
One hundred and sixty new lounge
chairs have been purchased, free
WIFI has been installed, and a new
concessionaire has been hired who
will offer an expanded menu in-
cluding breakfast sandwiches and
pizza. A backyard game zone has
been purchased and includes corn
whole, ladder golf, and jumbo con-
nect four. In addition, a new pro-
gram has been added for members
with disabilities and childcare may
be offered at certain times during
the week so parents can participate
in fitness classes or lap swims. A
new online registration system will
be available in mid March.

Spring Ahead!
Daylight Saving Time

Sunday, March 10 at 2 a.m.

Planning Board Signs Off
On Hike In Land-Use Fines

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The planning
board gave its support at Monday
night’s board meeting to two town
ordinances, the first of which stipu-
lates commercial rooftops be permit-
ted to have music and television en-
tertainment, and the second that would
increase Westfield’s land-use viola-
tion fines from $200 to $2,000.

Westfield Town Planner Donald
Sammet said though commercial
properties within the downtown busi-
ness district will be permitted for
rooftop entertainment, establishments
must remain compliant with estab-
lished town’s noise and nuisance regu-
lations.

Planning Board Attorney Alan
Trembulak said the ordinance modi-
fication would allow Westfield’s mu-
nicipal court to levy a fine “up to
$2,000.”

Mayor Shelley Brindle, who sits on
the planning board, said the “revised
fine schedule” places Westfield’s vio-
lation fine structure in alignment to
surrounding municipalities.

Mr. Trembulak explained that from
his professional experience “not nec-
essarily often” will a judge levy a fine
against a resident for $2,000 for a
minor land-use transgression.

Mayor Brindle said violators who
demonstrate blatant disregard for es-
tablished land-use ordinances can and
will be fined up to the new maximum
fine. Mayor Brindle acknowledged
Mr. Trembulak’s reference to the spec-
trum the new fine schedule creates for
Westfield’s municipal judge.

“We have witnessed applicants who
certainly deserved the maximum
fine,” said Mayor Brindle, referring
to applicants such as previous devel-
opers and homeowners who blatantly
disregarded existing ordinances based
on severity and intention.

In other business, the board unani-
mously approved applicant FAB
Properties, LLC to construct a dor-
mer addition at 316 East Broad Street.
The addition would increase the re-
quired on-site parking spaces pro-
vided from the proposed nine spaces
to 13 parking spaces.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Cranford Committee Votes
To Sell Myrtle St. Property

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee passed resolutions to sell
83 Myrtle Street, appoint Maser Con-
sulting as the township engineer, ap-
point a new zoning officer, and move
dispatch services to the county,
among other resolutions. Also, an
ordinance was passed to raise the
fees for the community pool. Fees
are to rise between $5 to $20.

Residents from the neighborhood
of Myrtle Street have been voicing
their opposition to the sale of 83
Myrtle Street since December 2018
when they said they had first head
the land was earmarked for afford-
able housing in the township’s hous-
ing plan. AVIDD Community Ser-
vices of New Jersey has purchased
the land for $1 from the township
and are to provide housing to people
who are developmentally disabled.
AVIDD is to construct two single-
family homes, consisting of four bed-
rooms each, which will qualify as
eight affordable housing units.

The township is currently seeking
to fulfill its second and third round
affordable-housing obligations.

The residents oppose the sale of
the land because the land is a wooded
area that provides a buffer to the
commercial areas, Memorial Field-
a lighted turf field, and the Garden
State Parkway, that encircle their
neighborhood. By developing the
land, the large trees would be re-
moved and would thereby bring noise
and artificial lights into their homes,
they said, and would cause addi-
tional flooding in the area which has
no storm sewer drainage, they added.

Marie Mayer of Hory Street asked

about another parcel of land on
Myrtle that is allocated in the hous-
ing plan to allow a mixed-use devel-
opment, which could be commercial
and residential, in what is otherwise
a residential zone. Township Attor-
ney Ryan Cooper said while the land
is set aside as having Realistic De-
velopment Potential (RDP) in the
affordable housing plan, “there are
no current plans to develop that
land.”

“To put a mixed-use property…on
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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intended to recognize the need for
“limiting any tax increases while
maintaining top-quality services,” Mr.
Lazarow said. Budget review meet-
ings will be held on Tuesday, March
12, at 7 p.m., and Tuesday, March 26,
at 7 p.m., affording the public the
opportunity “to go through the bud-
get and ask questions,” stated Mr.
Lazarow.

An informal meeting will be held
on Wednesday, March 20, at Bor-
ough Hall with Councilman Lazarow,
Councilwoman Jennifer Blumenstock
and Mayor Todisco present.

“I hope to encourage all members
of the public to attend any of these
special budget or ‘breaking down the
budget’ meetings to provide their
feedback, concerns and questions,”
Mr. Lazarow said.

On Thursday, March 21, Union
County Division on Aging staff will
be at the Garwood Public Library
from 10 a.m. until noon to assist
senior citizens age 60 and older or
their caregivers with information on

various services. Such services in-
clude meal delivery, respite care, adult
day care, and support services for
caregivers, stated Mr. Lazarow.

ShopRite’s registered dietician,
Victoria Coglianese, discussed the
services ShopRite provides free for
residents who want healthy snack lists,
meal plans and nutritional advice.
Ms. Coglianese said ShopRite has
worked closely with the borough and
residents in the past to develop ado-
lescent nutritional programming or
activities promoting healthy lifestyles.

Mayor Todisco presented Ms.
Coglianese with a proclamation ac-
knowledging ShopRite’s efforts to
promote “healthier living” within the
borough.

The Garwood Police Department
is accepting applications for part-time
school crossing guards, stated Coun-
cilman Michael Ince. Prior experi-
ence is not necessary.

“Anyone interested can pick up an
application at the police window,”
Mr. Ince said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Council

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Ice Rink

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
PANCAKES AND BREAKFAST SANDWICHES...A hungry line builds at
Saturday’s Westfield Rotary Club annual breakfast at Westfield High School.
Proceeds from the event support the club’s scholarship fund.

HEALTHY LIVING...Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco presents Victoria Coglianese
with a proclamation acknowledging ShopRite’s efforts to promote “healthier
living” within the borough. Ms. Coglianese is a retail dietitian at the Garwood
supermarket.

Jeff Perella was appointed to fill
the unexpired term of Kevin Neelan
on the commission. Mr. Perella grew
up in Westfield and resides on
Coleman Place.

Brian Dwyer and Josh Ettinger
asked the commission for permis-
sion to hold a charity skateboard
demonstration at a town park in the
spring. Mr. Fox advised them to
investigate potential locations and
work with the recreation depart-
ment.

The commission’s next meeting
will be on Monday, April 1.

County Budget Hearings
Begin Next Week

ELIZABETH — The Fiscal Com-
mittee of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders will hold public
hearings on the 2019 Union County
executive budget on Monday, March
11 in Kenilworth and Tuesday, March
12 in Elizabeth, both at 5 p.m., and
Monday, March 18 at the Westfield
Municipal Building at 5:30 p.m.

On March 11, the Sheriff’s Office;
Department of Corrections; Department
of Engineering, Public Works and Fa-
cilities Management; Department of
Parks and Recreation; Surrogate’s Of-
fice will give budget presentations at
the Union County Galloping Hill Golf
Clubhouse, 3 Golf Drive, Kenilworth.

On March 12, the Election Board;
Department of Economic Develop-
ment; Department of Human Services,

and Department of Public Safety will
discuss their budgets at the Union
County Administration Building, sixth
floor, Freeholders meeting room, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth.

On March 18, the Union County
Clerk’s Office, Department of Ad-
ministrative Services; Office of
County Counsel and Prosecutor’s
Office will presents budgets at the
Westfield Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield.

While there are no public com-
ments at these meetings, the public is
welcome to attend and listen to the
discussion. The Freeholder Board’s
Fiscal Committee will conduct their
review before the Freeholder Board
as a whole votes to introduce the
budget later this year.

Town-Hall Mtg. Held to End
Court-Mandated Housing

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — On Tuesday
evening, Union County College (UCC)
hosted state Assembly Republican
Leader Jon Bramnick and Assembly-
woman Holly Schepisi (R-39,
Westwood) for a town hall on stopping
court-mandated affordable housing
which has resulted in significant in-
crease in high-density housing devel-
opment. Mr. Bramnick represents the
21st District, comprising parts of Mor-
ris, Somerset, and Union Counties. Ms.
Schepisi’s district covers portions of
Bergen and Passaic Counties.

The meeting was held primarily to
address and inform residents concerned
about the 750 Walnut Avenue project in
Cranford, which the property owner,
Hartz Mountain, is proposing to rezone
the property from commercial to resi-
dential to allow for 905 apartments.

Prior to the meeting, a page was
distributed listing numerous bills, which
are intended to address overdevelop-
ment as a result of judicial decisions on
affordable housing.

Asm. Bramnick described the State
Legislature’s failure to act on afford-
able housing as an abdication of one of
their responsibilities. He said, “Even
the courts, even judges, don’t want this
responsibility.”

Both Asm. Bramnick and Asw.
Schepisi pointed out that the litigation
involved in these cases results in town
councils essentially having “guns to
their heads and having to choose the
least-worst option.” Occasionally settle-
ments include actual gag orders, which
Asw. Schepisi described as “surreal.”
She also pointed out that because of this
opaqueness, nobody can accurately
measure the progress that’s been made.

An inquiry by a member of the public
resulted in an interesting point by Asw.

Schepisi, who said that her town of
River Vale and Harding Township had
both dedicated tax money to develop-
ing affordable housing without devel-
opers. This means that while the afford-
able housing is developed, it’s done so
without the usual four-to-one ratio of
market rate housing to affordable hous-
ing, thus minimizing the burden on
town infrastructure such as roads and
schools.

Several members of the public ques-
tioned the presenters, among them was
Rita LaBrutto of Cranford. She pointed
out that Governor Phil Murphy’s newly
presented budget includes $60 million
for affordable housing.

Asw. Schepisi noted that budget rep-
resents approximately 210 units of about
600 square feet. She also stated for the
$250,000 to $300,000 per unit, a fam-
ily could be provided with a housing
voucher for a suburban location for 18
to 20 years.

Responding to another person’s in-
quiry, Asw. Shepisi said that the current
methodology does not count housing
vouchers, mobile homes, tiny homes,
or foreclosure units.

Another member of the public was
Jim Bird, former mayor of Hopewell
Township, a community in Mercer
County. Mr. Bird said that the 60 square
mile, historically agricultural town has
seen its population grow three-and-a-
half times since 1960. He said the growth
forced the town to build schools, add
teachers, administrators, and police. He
said he is 100 percent behind a morato-
rium on the court-mandated housing.

As the meeting closed, both present-
ers encouraged those desirous of change
to reach out to Governor Murphy, their
state legislators, and friends and rela-
tives who could do the same and en-
courage the Legislature to pass laws on
this matter.

The building’s owner, attorney
Frank McIntyre, has operated a law
practice from the site numerous years
ago. Mr. McIntyre said the office
space on the second floor can be
described as “antiquated.” He said
this allows him to revitalize the inter-
nal and external structure, allowing
for new commercial tenants to rent
the second-floor office space.

The dormer would add 300 square
feet to the structure, stated Mr.
McIntyre. The planning board ap-
proved for Mr. McIntyre over a year
ago to renovate the building’s base-
ment. The basement renovation would
have required 17 spaces of on-site
parking when only nine spaces were
provided, stated Mr. McIntyre.

Mr. McIntyre said the parking co-
nundrum has been resolved by his
“working relationship” with a neigh-
boring funeral home. During the day,
the funeral home allows Mr. McIntyre’s
visiting clients to park in their parking
lot if needed. Mr. McIntyre’s office
often does not operate during evenings
when the funeral home needs extra
spaces for wakes, stated Mr. McIntyre.

Planning board member Michael
La Place said the addition does not
intrude or “physically impose” on the
East Broad streetscape while adding
an aesthetic benefit to the building’s
rear façade. Mr. La Place said he fully
supports the application as the project
was design sensitive in relation to
“size efficiency.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Planning Board

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SNOW BOWL...Andrew Syeiler, an athlete on the Hawks team for the Special
Olympics, speaks on behalf of the proclamation honoring the Special Olympics at
a Cranford Township Committee meeting Tuesday. “Being a Special Olympic
athlete means a lot to me…I didn’t realize I could use my athletic ability for more
than myself…” Andrew said. He stands with members of the Luke’s Warriors and
Shark Finns, and Phil Morin, founder of Snow Bowl, which will take place March
16 at MetLife Stadium. Mr. Morin is holding his son, Finn, a first grader who has
Down syndrome. Donate at www.njsnowbowl.org.

that side of the street and back it up
to residences is deplorable and it is
not acceptable. Opening this door
is a gateway to additional develop-
ment,” Ms. Mayer said.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor,
the sole commissioner to vote
against the sale of 83 Myrtle Street,
said she did not have enough facts
on the mixed-use development on
the other parcel of Myrtle Street,
and voted against the sale of 83
Myrtle because of the residents’
concerns.

Denise McDermott of Hory
Street, who has previously lived on
Myrtle Street, said, “We are just
fighting for our neighborhoods. It
has nothing to do with what’s begin
built there. There is a small barrier
that keeps us sane.”

Jack Ryan said he felt the town-
ship commissioners misled the
group of residents opposing the sale
when in December at a public com-
mittee meeting Mr. Ryan said then
Mayor Tom Hannen, Jr. had said the
township was “spit balling” ideas
about the property, but three months
later the property is sold. At the
same meeting, another resident Tho-
mas Kash, said a recording of the
meeting showed one of the male
individuals on the township com-
mittee had said, “This is going to be
a lot tougher than we thought,” he
said. He said the statement equates
to the township deliberately keep-
ing the matter of the sale of the
property from the residents.

Mr. Kash, who lives in the neigh-
borhood, said the opposition to the
sale has nothing to do with the use as
a group home after Mr. Hannen said
group homes at the location is an
“appropriate use” in the community.
He said people in the township have
approached him that there is a need
for special-needs housing. Mayor
Hannen said he “misjudged” the level
of resistance the residents would have
for special-needs housing.

“As a former Eagle Scout, with
family who has disabilities…the
town continually neglected this is-
sue for years…don’t play the emo-
tional card with me…,” Mr. Kash
said.

The committee also passed a reso-
lution to hire a new zoning officer,
Jason Bottcher. According to his
LinkedIn account, he is a GIS Coor-
dinator at Hudson County Division
of Planning – Certified Floodplain
Manager, and holds a master’s de-
gree in urban planning from Hunter
College. He is replacing Ron

Johnson who left the position.
The township, in a 4-to-1 vote,

with Ms. Dooley voting against, is
to have Maser Consulting back as a
consulting engineer, to fill the va-
cancy left by William Masol who
was hired as township engineer in
June 2017 after the committee voted,
3-to-2, to no longer have a consult-
ant engineer and go back to an in-
house engineer. The contract will
be for $25,000 as the township con-
tinues to interview candidates for a
full-time in-house engineer. Mayor
Patrick Giblin said Maser is to step
in and fill the void until the town-
ship decides if it will hire another
employee for the job or go to a
consultant.

A shared-service agreement with
the County of Union for Emergency
Dispatching Services was approved,
4-to-1, with Mr. Hannen voting
against. The police and fire depart-
ments both had recommended the
move, Mayor Giblin said. The move
will save the township $54,000 a
year, net, in operating costs, Ms.
Dooley said. She said they depart-
ment has had issues with retaining
communications personnel and also
filling those jobs. The Cranford First
Aid Squad, a volunteer organiza-
tion, will not be incurring any costs
as part of this switch, Ms. Dooley
affirmed when asked by members
of the First Aid Squad. Also, the fire
department and first responder ra-
dios need to be upgraded to comply
with mandates, and by sharing ser-
vices with the county the township
is able to take part in a program that
will save money on purchasing the
radios — reducing costs from $1.8
million to $1.1 million.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford Committee Votes
To Sell Myrtle Property

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SCOUT’S HONOR…Girl Scout week is March 9 through March 16, as pro-
claimed at the Cranford Township Committee Meeting on Tuesday. Girl Scouts
of Cranford pose with the township committee.

Mountainside Council
Reviews Preliminary Budget

BY KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The mem-
bers of the Mountainside Borough
Council analyzed the municipality’s
proposed operating budget during
their Tuesday work session. Council-
man Keith Turner presided over the
meeting due to the absence of Mayor
Paul Mirabelli.

According to Councilman Turner,
the budget will be introduced at the
next public meeting, which will be
held on Tuesday, March 19. The pre-
liminary budget anticipates a tax in-
crease of 1.7 percent for the average
assessed home. Chief Financial Of-
ficer Jill Goode advised that the aver-
age home in Mountainside is valued
at $163,338. This results in an aver-
age tax increase of $18.09. Last year
the tax increase was .69 percent or
approximately $19; while the per-
centage has increased the dollar im-
pact is lower due to an increase in the
amount of new construction.

Several of the community’s man-
datory expenses have increased, in-
cluding the fees assessed by the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority,
which have increased $50,000; po-
lice pensions, which have gone up
$$41,724, and the cost of recycling,
which has increased $80,000. In ad-
dition, approximately $675,000 in
legal fees and expenses were incurred
in connection with the ongoing em-
ployment discrimination case and the
total cost of the county-ordered prop-

erty reevaluation project, which will
cost more than $100,000.

In addition, there were several cost
reductions, including the budget for
snow removal, which may, depend-
ing on the weather, be $47,000 less
than anticipated; insurance premiums,
which are approximately $10,000 less
than planned, and a reduction in cable
franchise fees.

In other business, Councilman Rob-
ert Messler urged residents to take
advantage of the New Jersey Tree
Recovery campaign, which will give
residents free tree seedlings to help
replace the trees that were damaged
or destroyed by Superstorm Sandy.
From 9 to 11 a.m. on Saturday, April
27, residents will be able to pick up
tree seedlings at Borough Hall. The
seedlings will be made available on a
first-come, first-served basis and will
include instructions on how to store,
care for and plant them. Homeowners
should plant the seedlings, which will
range from one to two feet, within
two days of pickup to prevent them
from drying out, and should not plant
any seedlings within three feet of a
roadway.

The goal of the free tree program is
to distribute 600,000 trees to New
Jersey residents. It is a joint event
between the Borough of Mountain-
side, the New Jersey Forest Service,
the New Jersey Soil Conservation Dis-
trict, Sustainable Jersey, the Arbor Day
Foundation, BJ’s Wholesale Club,
Canon and Federal Express.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
STOP HIGH DENSITY HOUSING...On Tuesday evening, Union County College
hosted state Assembly Republican Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) and
Assemblywoman Holly Schepisi (R-39, Westwood) for a town hall on stopping
court-mandated affordable housing which has resulted in a significant increase in
high-density housing developments.
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Extraordinary Professionals. 

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPFD FUNDRAISER...Township officials and others joined Scotch Plains Fire Chief John Lestarchick, pictured at left, at
a fire department fundraiser last Thursday at the Stage House Tavern. Pictured with Mr. Lestarchick, from left to right, are:
Councilwoman Elizabeth Stamler, Maryann Matteo, Township Manager Al Mirabella, Mayor Alexander Smith and Deputy
Township Manager Margaret Heisey.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FRAZEE RENOVATIONS CONTINUE...Members of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Club's Frazee House committee examine information about the ongoing
renovations to the Revolutionary War-era house at the corner of Martine Avenue
and Raritan Road during an update held for the community last week.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUPPORTING OUR RESCUE SQUAD...People fill up on pancakes and sau-
sages at last month’s pancake breakfast sponsored by the Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad.

Frazee House Exterior
To Be Finished In June

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – It is antici-
pated that most of the exterior reno-
vations and upgrades to the historic
Frazee House will be completed by
early June.

Andrew Calamaras, president of
the board of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Frazee House, the group
that has been organizing and oversee-
ing the renovations, briefed a group
of two dozen last week about the
progress that has been made in restor-
ing the Revolutionary War-era house.

“It’s taken a long time to get to this
point,” he said, noting that initial ef-
forts to preserve the structure began
in 2005. Legend has it that after the
Battle of the Short Hills in 1777,
British troops marching past the
Frazee House, located at the corner
of Raritan Road and Terrill Road,
smelled bread that Betty Frazee was
baking. When two generals asked her
for a loaf of bread, she offered it to
them, with the caveat that, “I give you
this bread through fear, not in love.”
Hearing this, the British generals then
left in a huff without taking any bread.

Due to a shortfall in funding, Mr.
Calamaras said a few items on the
house’s exterior will not be done as
planned, but that he expects the out-
side of the building, except for the
windows, will be finished in three
months’ time. He estimated the total
cost of the exterior work will end up
being about $750,000.

He showed attendees a series of
color photographs detailing some of
the exterior work as well as some of
the craftsmanship involved in mak-
ing new support beams and supports
for the house that replicate some of
the building’s original appearance.
He said one of the house’s two chim-
neys is in “good shape” while the
other is “more problematic” and will

require further attention. Part of the
roof is set to be covered in shingles. Mr.
Calamaras also showed sketches of a
small building next to the Frazee House
that will contain restroom facilities.

Plans for the house’s interior are
still being formulated, with the pre-
liminary thinking being that the two
rooms on the first floor will be used
for displays and for meetings or other
uses by the public. He said the kitchen
area will likely be kept as it was
during the Frazee era. “We’re trying
to be as historically accurate as we
can,” he said. As for the building’s
upper floors, Mr. Calamaras said plans
have not yet been formulated, but he
noted a great deal of interest by his-
torical architects who may want to
use that space to study architectural
styles from several hundred years ago.

The house’s basement has been
refurbished and is now completely
dry. But it will not be accessible to the
public given that it is slightly higher
than a crawl space, making it difficult
for anyone to stand in it. But it can be
viewed from the stairwell leading to it
from the kitchen, and Mr. Calamaras
said he hopes it can be viewed by
visitors from that vantage point.

Concluding his presentation, Mr.
Calamaras answered his own ques-
tion about what it will take to com-
plete the renovations by saying, sim-
ply, “money.” He noted that the Frazee
House group has secured state and
county grants along with money from
private donations and from the town-
ship government. He estimated that
another $500,000 will be needed to
complete the interior work on the
house before an endowment will be
created to support the upkeep and
operations of the house once it is
open to the public.

He said the public can donate by
visiting the group’s website at
frazeehouse.org.

Spring Ahead!
Daylight Saving Time

Sunday, March 10 at 2 a.m.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WINTER IS ALMOST OVER...A snowy weekend with storms on Friday and
Sunday nights resulted in snowblowers, shovels and plows being powered up,
including on Donato Circle in Scotch Plains. Winter officially ends in two weeks.

Fanwood Council Discusses
Recycling Contract Renewal

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — A discussion re-
garding the borough’s upcoming con-
tract for the recycling program was
held at the Monday agenda-setting
meeting of Fanwood’s mayor and
council.

Fanwood Chief Financial Officer
Frederick Tomkins said the current

contract with the Plainfield Munici-
pal Utilities Authority (PMUA) will
be up in July and that presently infor-
mation is being gathered on all recy-
cling programs.

Mr. Tomkins noted that the cost for
recycling companies to operate has
significantly risen, so to find a con-
tract like the current recycling
program’s contract is “next to impos-
sible.”

Mr. Tomkins stated that other recy-
cling companies such as the Colgate
Recycling Company based out of New
Brunswick also were being re-
searched.

Multiple governing body members,
including Mayor Colleen Mahr, noted
that the neighboring municipality of
Clark had just started a new recycling
program and that a contact to inquire
about that program would be made.

In other business, there was a dis-
cussion regarding tonight’s scheduled
Plainfield Planning Board meeting
where a proposal for preliminary and
final site-plan approval to construct a
Wawa food market/gas station on
South Avenue near Terrill Road is to
be heard.

According to the applicant, South
Terrill Urban Renewal, LLC, 1444-

1470 South Avenue and 512-516
Terrill Road would be the location for
the food mart/gas station. It was re-
ported that the project would include
the property where Giovanna’s Res-
taurant now sits but would not in-
clude the lot at the south corner of
Terrill Road that currently is occu-
pied by a 7-Eleven.

The proposal has been reported to
include six gas pumps with three
kiosks.

Council members questioned why
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

SP-F BOE Budget to Rise By
1.73 Percent to $96.8 Mil.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The proposed
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education operating budget would
increase school spending to
$96,758,099, representing a 1.73-
percent or $1,646,721 increase from
last year’s $95,111,378 operating
spending plan. The budget was un-
veiled at Thursday’s board meeting.

Deborah Saridaki, the board’s busi-
ness administrator and board secre-
tary, said during her presentation that
the tentative budget includes a 2.35-
percent increase in salaries as well as
a 4.89-percent increase in employee
benefits. Other increases included a
7.33-percent increase in placing dis-
trict students in programs outside the
district to either match a student’s
Individualized Education Program
(IEP) or to attend programs at the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools (UCVTS). In addition, Mrs.
Saridaki reported that there was a
.01-percent increase in facilities main-
tenance of the buildings and grounds
of the district’s schools.

Mrs. Saridaki also noted that capi-

tal expenditures, which include such
items as land, furniture, new equip-
ment or machinery, are down 34.13
percent.

The other expenditures line also is
down by 12.15 percent. Items in-
cluded in the other expenses line in-
clude such things as all classroom
and office supplies, all computer soft-
ware, textbooks, clubs and other ex-
tracurricular activities, testing mate-
rials, nursing supplies, postage,
teacher workshops and training, legal
and audit expenses, telephone costs
and Internet access, occupational,
physical and speech therapy, and gen-
eral liability, vehicle, fire and student
accident insurance.

Mrs. Saridaki also noted that ap-
proximately seven additional teach-
ers were included in the new budget
in the areas of elementary teachers,
basic-skills teachers, speech teach-
ers, special-education teachers and
student aides. It also was noted that
new textbooks were slated for el-
ementary language arts, Algebra II
online editions and geography for
sixth grade.

Twp. Council Approves Jerusalem
Road Redevelopment

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship council on Tuesday approved a
redevelopment plan for a nearly three-
acre parcel of property on Jerusalem
Road that will help the municipal
government meet its affordable-hous-
ing obligations.

The development, located across
from Scotch Hills Country Club and
abutting the Heather Glen develop-
ment, will consist of 18 apartment
units, two stacked townhomes and 25
townhouse units, according to plan-
ner Michael Mistretta. He briefed the
council on the plan prior to its adop-
tion and said that nine units in the

development — seven of the apart-
ments and two of the townhome units
— will be tagged as affordable units.

The 2.8 acres are deep lots that
stretch from Jerusalem Road to the
rear of the Heather Glen neighbor-
hood to the east, with a sliver of a
right-of-way in between that also will
be merged into the lot. Mr. Mistretta
noted that both lots presently are used
as contractors’ storage yards, with
equipment and storage sheds scat-
tered around along with debris and
broken blacktop. An underground
storm water pipe also will be repaired
by the developer. Mayor Alexander
Smith said the development will be “a
significant improvement” of the prop-

erty.
At the council’s Tuesday, March

19 meeting, the redevelopment plan
for the Bowcraft Amusement Park
site will be introduced. The 12.6-acre
property on Route 22 is slated for 190
apartments and 10 townhomes, with
35 of those units being designated as
affordable housing.

In other business, the council
adopted the 2019 sewer utility rates,
which will increase slightly in order
to finance upgrades to two aging pump
stations on the south side of town.
The rates are set out in several tiers
and increase as more water is con-
sumed. For residential properties, the
rate will be $190 for up to 27,500
gallons of water consumed per year,
$270 for 27,501 gallons to 76,000
gallons, $295 for 76,001 gallons to
200,000 gallons, $330 for 200,001
gallons to 300,000 gallons and $405
for more than 300,000 gallons. For
non-residential properties, the rates
are $190 for the first 27,500 gallons
and $270 for any volume above
27,500 gallons.

The council also awarded a con-
tract to Acacia Financial Group to
provide financial analysis and review
of redevelopment plans and work with
the municipal government on the fi-
nancial aspects of redevelopment
projects. Redevelopment coordina-
tor Thomas Strowe called the new
relationship with Acacia a key com-
ponent as the township moves for-
ward with financial agreements with
developers.

At the start of its meeting, the coun-
cil congratulated Liam Christman and
Timothy Lamberta on achieving the
rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts
of America. Additionally, Sister
Percylee Hart, principal of Union
Catholic High School, was honored
for being selected to serve as the
grand marshal of this year’s Union
County St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
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Kristan McAliney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A LOVE FOR STAMPS...Nick Lombardi (in Mets cap), president of the Westfield
Stamp Club, discusses stamps at the club’s annual show held Saturday in the
Community Room of the municipal building. This year’s show featured a com-
memoration of the 150th anniversary of professional baseball.

Lauren A. Silva for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SMASH CANCER…The Smash Kids Cancer group from the Magnet High
School in Scotch Plains attend the Fanwood Recreation Commission meeting on
February 26. Pictured, from left to right, are: Greyson Artis, Ryan Eng, Matt
Kleczynski, Elizabeth Chin, group founder; Connor Chin, Elizabeth’s younger
brother and a cancer survivor; Morgan Whitney and Alec Choi.

County Budget Hearings
Begin Next Week

ELIZABETH — The Fiscal Com-
mittee of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders will hold
public hearings on the 2019 Union
County executive budget on Mon-
day, March 11 in Kenilworth and
Tuesday, March 12 in Elizabeth,
both at 5 p.m., and Monday, March
18 at the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing at 5:30 p.m.

On March 11, the Sheriff’s Office;
Department of Corrections; Depart-
ment of Engineering, Public Works
and Facilities Management; Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation;
Surrogate’s Office will give budget
presentations at the Union County
Galloping Hill Golf Clubhouse, 3 Golf
Drive, Kenilworth.

On March 12, the Election Board;
Department of Economic Develop-

ment; Department of Human Services,
and Department of Public Safety will
discuss their budgets at the Union
County Administration Building, sixth
floor, Freeholders meeting room, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth.

On March 18, the Union County
Clerk’s Office, Department of Ad-
ministrative Services; Office of
County Counsel and Prosecutor’s
Office will presents budgets at the
Westfield Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield.

While there are no public com-
ments at these meetings, the public is
welcome to attend and listen to the
discussion. The Freeholder Board’s
Fiscal Committee will conduct their
review before the Freeholder Board
as a whole votes to to introduce the
budget later this year.

two small food markets would want
to be in business right next to each
other.

In another matter, Mayor Mahr
noted that there was an NJ Transit
Listening Tour held Wednesday
evening at the Westfield Train Sta-
tion, which the mayor attended on
behalf of Fanwood commuter resi-
dents, advocating for better railway
transportation to New York’s Penn
Station.

The mayor is part of the Raritan
Valley Line Mayor’s Alliance that
has been pushing for restoring one-
seat rides on New Jersey’s Raritan
Valley train line.

The next Fanwood council meet-
ing is scheduled for Monday, March
18, at 7 p.m., at Borough Hall. Fan-
wood Bagels will be recognized at
that meeting for its volunteerism and
continued support for the borough.
The meeting address is 75 North
Martine Avenue.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Council

Town-Hall Mtg. Held to End
Court-Mandated Housing

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — On Tuesday
evening, Union County College
(UCC) hosted state Assembly Re-
publican Leader Jon Bramnick and
Assemblywoman Holly Schepisi (R-
39, Westwood) for a town hall on
stopping court-mandated affordable
housing which has resulted in sig-
nificant increase in high-density
housing development. Mr.
Bramnick represents the 21st Dis-
trict, comprising parts of Morris,
Somerset, and Union Counties. Ms.
Schepisi’s district covers portions
of Bergen and Passaic Counties.

The meeting was held primarily
to address and inform residents con-
cerned about the 750 Walnut Av-
enue project in Cranford, which the
property owner, Hartz Mountain, is
proposing to rezone the property
from commercial to residential to
allow for 905 apartments.

Prior to the meeting, a page was
distributed listing numerous bills,
which are intended to address over-
development as a result of judicial
decisions on affordable housing.

Asm. Bramnick described the
State Legislature’s failure to act on
affordable housing as an abdication
of one of their responsibilities. He
said, “Even the courts, even judges,
don’t want this responsibility.”

Both Asm. Bramnick and Asw.
Schepisi pointed out that the litiga-
tion involved in these cases results
in town councils essentially having
“guns to their heads and having to
choose the least-worst option.” Oc-
casionally settlements include ac-
tual gag orders, which Asw. Schepisi
described as “surreal.” She also
pointed out that because of this
opaqueness, nobody can accurately
measure the progress that’s been
made.

An inquiry by a member of the
public resulted in an interesting

point by Asw. Schepisi, who said
that her town of River Vale and
Harding Township had both dedi-
cated tax money to developing af-
fordable housing without develop-
ers. This means that while the af-
fordable housing is developed, it’s
done so without the usual four-to-
one ratio of market rate housing to
affordable housing, thus minimiz-
ing the burden on town infrastruc-
ture such as roads and schools.

Several members of the public
questioned the presenters, among
them was Rita LaBrutto of Cran-
ford. She pointed out that Governor
Phil Murphy’s newly presented bud-
get includes $60 million for afford-
able housing.

Asw. Schepisi noted that budget
represents approximately 210 units
of about 600 square feet. She also
stated for the $250,000 to $300,000
per unit, a family could be provided
with a housing voucher for a subur-
ban location for 18 to 20 years.

Responding to another person’s
inquiry, Asw. Shepisi said that the
current methodology does not count
housing vouchers, mobile homes,
tiny homes, or foreclosure units.

Another member of the public
was Jim Bird, former mayor of
Hopewell Township, a community
in Mercer County. Mr. Bird said
that the 60 square mile, historically
agricultural town has seen its popu-
lation grow three-and-a-half times
since 1960. He said the growth
forced the town to build schools,
add teachers, administrators, and
police. He said he is 100 percent
behind a moratorium on the court-
mandated housing.

As the meeting closed, both pre-
senters encouraged those desirous
of change to reach out to Governor
Murphy, their state legislators, and
friends and relatives who could do
the same and encourage the Legis-
lature to pass laws on this matter.

Additionally, a report was given
noting the increase in special-educa-
tion services since last year. The total
district expense for last year’s budget
for special education was
$24,219,910. This year’s special-edu-
cation budget is proposed at
$25,016,760. Increases were mostly
noted to be from tuition costs and
transportation.

Board members adopted a resolu-
tion designating March as Youth Art
Month, recognizing the benefits of art
education, including the development
of problem-solving and critical-think-
ing abilities, appreciation of beauty
and order and a deeper understanding
of multicultural values and beliefs.

The next board meeting will be
held on Thursday, March 14, at 7:30
p.m., in the administration building at
Cedar Street and Evergreen Avenue
in Scotch Plains.

Future of Westfield Ice
Hockey Rink Questioned

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Dozens of
Westfield and Garwood residents
asked pointed questions regarding the
future of the ice rink, located along
North Avenue in Gumbert Park, dur-
ing the public comment portion of
Monday’s recreation commission
meeting.

Resident Susan Levy stated that
the community needed transparency
regarding what metrics and criteria
would be used by the commission
and the town council to determine
whether the rink has been a success
and urged commission members to
insist that the rink owner, Ken Ander-
son, provide financial information
regarding the rink’s operations.

Mark Friedberg shared a detailed
report on the rink’s usage. According
to Mr. Friedberg, hockey teams use
79 percent of the ice time and 83
percent of the hockey teams using the
rink are from outside of Union County,
including the New York City Cy-
clones, the New York Lady Hawks,
and teams from Riverhead, Long Is-
land. He noted that while the rink had
been promoted as a “public-private
partnership,” almost 50 percent of
the rink’s rentable hours were used by
youth hockey groups owned and op-
erated by Mr. Anderson, and ques-
tioned whether using public parkland
for an individual’s private financial
gain was appropriate.

Several Garwood residents includ-
ing Tom Pedas also spoke at length
regarding Westfield’s failure to ad-
vise neighboring communities of the
installation of the rink or to consider
the adverse impact of the rink on
Garwood, including higher police
costs, increased noise and lower prop-
erty values.

Commission Chairman Gary Fox
explained that there was a process in
place regarding the rink. He noted
that the first step was a site inspection
after the removal of the rink, the re-
ceipt of a proposal from Mr. Ander-
son, and public input. The commis-
sion will then make a recommenda-
tion to the town council, which will
make the final decision. Mr. Fox as-
sured the public that the dates of the
public meeting will be well publi-
cized and all relevant documents will
be made available for residents’ re-
view prior to the public meetings.

In other business, Recreation Di-

rector Don Bogardus provided an
update on the many improvements
made to Westfield Memorial Pool.
One hundred and sixty new lounge
chairs have been purchased, free WIFI
has been installed, and a new conces-
sionaire has been hired who will offer
an expanded menu including break-
fast sandwiches and pizza. A back-
yard game zone has been purchased
and includes corn whole, ladder golf,
and jumbo connect four. In addition,
a new program has been added for
members with disabilities and
childcare may be offered at certain
times during the week so parents can
participate in fitness classes or lap
swims. A new online registration sys-
tem will be available in mid March.

Jeff Perella was appointed to fill
the unexpired term of Kevin Neelan
on the commission. Mr. Perella grew
up in Westfield and resides on
Coleman Place.

Brian Dwyer and Josh Ettinger
asked the commission for permission
to hold a charity skateboard demon-
stration at a town park in the spring.
Mr. Fox advised them to investigate
potential locations and work with the
recreation department.

The commission’s next meeting will
be on Monday, April 1.

Mountainside Council
Reviews Preliminary Budget

BY KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The members
of the Mountainside Borough Council
analyzed the municipality’s proposed
operating budget during their Tuesday
work session. Councilman Keith Turner
presided over the meeting due to the
absence of Mayor Paul Mirabelli.

According to Councilman Turner,
the budget will be introduced at the next
public meeting, which will be held on
Tuesday, March 19. The preliminary
budget anticipates a tax increase of 1.7
percent for the average assessed home.
Chief Financial Officer Jill Goode ad-
vised that the average home in Moun-
tainside is valued at $163,338. This
results in an average tax increase of
$18.09. Last year the tax increase was
.69 percent or approximately $19; while
the percentage has increased the dollar
impact is lower due to an increase in the
amount of new construction.

Several of the community’s manda-
tory expenses have increased, includ-
ing the fees assessed by the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority, which have
increased $50,000; police pensions,
which have gone up $$41,724, and the
cost of recycling, which has increased
$80,000. In addition, approximately
$675,000 in legal fees and expenses
were incurred in connection with the
ongoing employment discrimination
case and the total cost of the county-
ordered property reevaluation project,
which will cost more than $100,000.

In addition, there were several cost
reductions, including the budget for
snow removal, which may, depending
on the weather, be $47,000 less than
anticipated; insurance premiums, which
are approximately $10,000 less than
planned, and a reduction in cable fran-
chise fees.

In other business, Councilman Rob-
ert Messler urged residents to take ad-
vantage of the New Jersey Tree Recov-
ery campaign, which will give residents
free tree seedlings to help replace the

trees that were damaged or destroyed
by Superstorm Sandy. From 9 to 11
a.m. on Saturday, April 27, residents
will be able to pick up tree seedlings at
Borough Hall. The seedlings will be
made available on a first-come, first-
served basis and will include instruc-
tions on how to store, care for and plant
them. Homeowners should plant the
seedlings, which will range from one to
two feet, within two days of pickup to
prevent them from drying out, and
should not plant any seedlings within
three feet of a roadway.

The goal of the free tree program is to
distribute 600,000 trees to New Jersey
residents. It is a joint event between the
Borough of Mountainside, the New
Jersey Forest Service, the New Jersey
Soil Conservation District, Sustainable
New Jersey, the Arbor Day Founda-
tion, BJ’s Wholesale Club, Canon and
Federal Express.

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STOP HIGH-DENSITY HOUSING...On Tuesday evening, Union County Col-
lege hosted state Assembly Minority Republican Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) and Assemblywoman Holly Schepisi (R-39th, Westwood) for a town
hall on stopping court-mandated affordable housing, which has resulted in a
significant increase in high-density housing developments.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SNOW BOWL...Andrew Syeiler, an athlete on the Hawks team for the Special
Olympics, speaks on behalf of the proclamation honoring the Special Olympics at
a Cranford Township Committee meeting Tuesday. “Being a Special Olympic
athlete means a lot to me…I didn’t realize I could use my athletic ability for more
than myself…,” Andrew said. He stands with members of the Luke’s Warriors and
Shark Finns, and Phil Morin, founder of Snow Bowl, which will take place March
16 at MetLife Stadium. Mr. Morin is holding his son, Finn, a first grader who has
Down syndrome. To donate, visit njsnowbowl.org.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MR. CHAIRMAN...Louis Lambe, pictured, second from left, Cranford's com-
missioner, takes the oath as chairman of Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority’s
(RVSA) Board of Commissioners last month while his wife, Beth Ann, and
Cranford Township Commissioner Thomas H. Hannen, Jr. hold the Bible.
Swearing in Mr. Lambe is RVSA Board Secretary Joanne Grimes, pictured left.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

GOP Lawmakers Push for Probe
Of Nepotistic Hiring at NJSDA
A legislative panel charged with

investigating the hiring practices of
the Murphy administration is receiv-
ing pressure from Assemblywomen
Nancy F. Munoz (R-21st, Summit),
Holly Schepisi (R-39th, Westwood)
and Betty Lou DeCroce (R-26th,
Parsippany) to investigate allega-
tions on nepotism at the New Jersey
Schools Development Authority
(NJSDA).

In a letter to the chairwomen of the
Select Oversight Committee, Demo-
crats Senator Loretta Weinberg (D-
37th, Teaneck) and Assemblywoman
Eliana Pintor Marin (D-29th, New-
ark), the Republican lawmakers re-
quested a hearing to address the re-
cent firing of 26 veteran SDA em-
ployees and hiring of 38 new people,
many of whom have personal rela-
tionships with Governor Phil
Murphy’s top staff.

“The SDA’s chief executive officer
testified that she was aware of the
authority’s nepotism policy and hir-
ing protocol, but based on the reports,
it does not appear either was fol-
lowed,” said Asw. Munoz.

The legislative committee is re-
sponsible for providing oversight and
transparency of administration hiring
practices, which includes examining
all aspects of the screening of pro-
spective employees in state govern-
ment and continued employment in
the public sector of persons with ques-
tionable backgrounds.

 Assembly Minority Republican
Leader Jon Bramnick said he wants
the SDA to provide a side-by-side
comparison of salaries for its fired
state employees compared with
political hires and how long the
state employees fired were with
the state.

“It is important for the public to
know the depth of the patronage that
occurred within the SDA,” said Mr.
Bramnick.  “Governor Murphy needs
to respond and the public deserves
the truth.”

According to recent reports, all the
new hires take home about $3.3 mil-
lion in taxpayer-funded salaries.

Senate President Stephen Sweeney
(D-3rd, Gloucester) called the new
hirings “disgusting” and said the
NJSDA should be disbanded, ac-
cording to a NJ Advance Media re-
port.

Van Drew Appointed Co-Chair
Of Nat. Security Task Force

South Jersey Congressman Jeff Van
Drew (D-2nd, Cape May) has been
appointed to co-chair of the Blue Dog

National Security Policy Task Force.
“I am looking forward to

proactively engage on issues that pro-
mote a strong and smart national se-
curity for the United States. Our gov-
ernment has no more important re-
sponsibility than protecting the safety
and security of our nation and our
people, both at home and abroad; and
this task force is committed to pursu-
ing policies that better protect the
American people and our allies,” Mr.
Van Drew said.

Newark Mayor to Receive
$50,000 Raise to $180,000

Newark Mayor Ras Baraka is set to
receive a $50,000 raise — giving him
a salary of $180,000 — as part of a
city council ordinance that would in-
crease salary ranges of 29 other posi-
tions, according to an nj.com report.

The proposed pay hike is similar to
increases given out to Plainfield Mayor
Adrian Mapp, who garnered a $40,000
raise — from $35,000 to $75,000 — in
January. Linden Mayor Derek Armstead
received a $26,575 raise, from $73,425
to $100,000, a pay hike of 36 percent.

State Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden) has sponsored legisla-
tion that would disallow retroactive
raises similar to the ones given to
Mayor Armstead and Mayor Baraka.
“No elected official should be able to
collect back pay upon salary increases;
this legislation extends this basic stan-
dard to all elected offices in the state,”
Mr. Scutari said in a press release
issued in January.

Pallone Pushes to
Strengthen ACA

Congressman Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-
6th, Long Branch) on Monday called
for Congress to advance legislation to
strengthen the Affordable Care Act
(ACA) and lower insurance premi-
ums.

“For the last two years, the Trump
Administration has attempted to
sabotage the ACA at every turn,
jeopardizing coverage for millions
of Americans and causing premi-
ums to skyrocket,” Mr.  Pallone
said. “We are working today to stand
united against President Trump’s
extreme policies, and to make health
care more affordable and acces-
sible.”

Among the bills Mr. Pallone is
championing is the H.R. 1425, the
“State Health Care Premium Reduc-
tion Act,” which would provide $10
billion annually to states to establish
a state reinsurance program or use
the funds to provide financial assis-
tance to reduce out-of-pocket costs
for individuals enrolled in qualified
health plans.

Malinowski Urges Passage
Of Background Checks Bill
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The

House has passed H.R. 1112, the
Enhanced Background Checks Act
of 2019, with bipartisan support. This
bill will close the “Charleston Loop-
hole,” which allows the sale of a
firearm to move forward if a back-
ground check is not completed within
three business days.

According to a press release from
Congressman Tom Malinowski (D-
7th, Somerville), “This weakness in
the law was revealed in 2015, when
Dylann Roof walked into a church in
Charleston, South Carolina, and mur-
dered nine innocent people with a gun
he was legally prohibited from own-
ing. He had obtained the gun because
the FBI was unable to complete his
background check until two days after
the current three-day deadline.”

“It is absurd to have a criminal
background check system in America
that does not allow law enforcement
enough time to keep guns out of the
hands of people who are intent on
harming others or themselves,” Mr.
Malinowski said. “After years of
shameful inaction in the Congress,
the House said today that enough is
enough. I urge the Senate to pass this
legislation, and finally close a loop-
hole that never should have existed in
the first place.”

The Congressman also said he sup-
ports ending the so-called “boyfriend
loophole” that allows unmarried do-
mestic abusers to purchase guns must,
restoring the 1994 assault weapons
ban, and allowing law enforcement to
intervene when an individual is at risk
of harming themselves and others.

Mahr Guest Speaker Before NJBOA
STATE — Fanwood Mayor and

League of Municipalities (LOM) Presi-
dent Colleen Mahr was the keynote
speaker at the February New Jersey
Building Officials (NJBOA) meeting
at Snuffy Pantagis in Scotch Plains.
The meeting was hosted by Union
County Building Officials (UCBO).

President Mahr spoke about the seri-
ous pitfalls of the legislation passed in
2018 known as “minor work.” She spoke
on how the “minor work” has diluted the
responsibilities of code officials through-
out New Jersey by not providing health,
safety and welfare, according to a
NJBOA press release.

In addition, the loss of revenue
through the tax assessor’s office and
“unscrupulous contractors preying on
the uninformed residents of New Jer-
sey,” have created major issues with
certain construction being done with-
out plans, permits or inspections, ac-
cording to the press release.

President Mahr and the LOM are in
the process of preparing a rule change
to rescind the minor work legislation,
and “bring back to the residents of
New Jersey the health, safety and wel-
fare that the residents deserve as they
have been entitled to for the last 40
plus years,” according to the release.

GUEST SPEAKER...Fanwood Mayor and League of Municipalities (LOM)
President Colleen Mahr, center, was the keynote speaker at the February New
Jersey Building Officials (NJBOA) meeting at Snuffy Pantagis in Scotch Plains.
Also pictured are Robert LaCosta, left, Scotch Plains construction code official/
zoning officer and NJBOA past president, and NJBOA President Jerry Eger.
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The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Top row standing: Jennifer L. Young, Esq., Catherine A. Manino, Esq.

Bottom row sitting: Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates
All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child
support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,

palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

· Year End Planning
· Estate and Inheritance Returns
· Form 1041 Fiduciary Returns
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LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

It’s your Library … make the most of it 

 

 

IIt’s your Library …  

make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street   

Westfield  www.wmlnj.org  908.789.4090 

Open to WML and MURAL  

cardholders. Sign up online at 

www.wmlnj.org and click on the 

Calendar link, or call 

908.789.4090 option 0.  

The Best Free Music in Town 

is at the Westfield  

Memorial Library! 
 

Hear Irish Music with 

Guitarist Mark Kilianski 

and Fiddler Deb Shebish  

on Wednesday, 

March 13 at 7:00 pm 

Reminisce to the Music of 

The Kingston Trio  

with Ken Lelen, 

Vocalist and  

Vintage Guitarist 

on Saturday, 

March 16 at 2:00 pm 

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

1606040

Life’s a combination of good 
days and bad. I have your 
back for both. And who has 
my back? The company more 
people have trusted for 
90 years. CALL ME TODAY.

A good 
neighbor
has your 
back. 

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Asm. Bramnick Warns
Of County-Run Schools

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REGION — Assembly Minority Re-
publican Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) is warning local residents,
particularly parents and area school
boards, of a pilot plan to test county-run
schools.

The plan, released as part of the Path
to Progress NJ report, calls for the es-
tablishment of two county-wide school
district pilot programs and the merger
of all kindergarten to grade 4, kinder-
garten to grade 5, kindergarten to grade
6, kindergarten to grade 8, and kinder-
garten to grade 9 school districts into
kindergarten to grade 12 regional dis-
tricts. Also, extraordinary special edu-
cation would be fully funded and ad-
ministrated by the state.

The Path to Progress report was cre-
ated by the Economic and Fiscal Policy
Workgroup, a panel convened in Au-
gust of 2018 by Senate President Stephen
Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester).

According to a usnews.com report,
300 of the state’s 600-plus districts range
from kindergarten to fourth grade up to
ninth grade.

Mr. Bramnick said under the plan,
local control of school districts in Union
County would be transferred to county
government based out of Elizabeth.

“Historically, Democrats in Tren-
ton believe in bigger government,”
Mr. Bramnick said during an inter-
view Monday at The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. “They’re arguing that this is an
efficient way of running schools,
meaning that if you let Union County,
the Elizabeth seat, run the school that
somehow will make it cheaper. Does
anyone buy that?”

Mr. Bramnick said there is no spend-
ing cap on state government although
caps were placed on local government.

“All you do is put a cap on local
municipalities, but not on the state.
Sometimes that (state) budget goes up
by 7 or 8 percent under (Governor Phil)
Murphy,” Mr. Bramnick said.

Responding to the plan to merge
school districts, he questioned whether
the public would want Elizabeth run-
ning Westfield, Cranford and Summit
schools.

“Let’s assume for the moment that
you believe that Elizabeth would be
more efficient in running the school
system than Westfield, Summit and
Cranford,” Mr. Bramnick said. “Do you
also believe that if Elizabeth runs the
school system that you will be able to go
to your neighborhood school?”

“The evidence is there is no record
from Elizabeth of any efficiencies at the
county level,” Mr. Bramnick said.

A lawsuit filed last year by former

New Jersey Supreme Court Associate
Justice Gary Stein, chairman of the New
Jersey Coalition for Diverse and Inclu-
sive Schools, looks to strike down the
law requiring students attend schools in
their own communities.

The lawsuit, brought by the Latino
Action Network and the NAACP New
Jersey State Conference, alleges that
the public school enrollment residency
requirement is unconstitutional, accord-
ing to a www.njspotlight.com report.

“If you look at the Stein lawsuit and
you put that in conjunction with the
Sweeney proposal and Murphy’s com-
ments generally about (support for) the
Stein proposal, you’re going to have a
county-wide school system and you will
no longer, at some point, be able to go to
your neighborhood school,” Mr.
Bramnick said.

He said the Stein lawsuit would end
school district lines.

Mr. Bramnick praised local districts
for “doing a good job,” adding that
“they really care about the kids.”

“You’re actually going to transfer
that power to Elizabeth, to a bunch of
politically-appointed politicians ver-
sus the people on the board of educa-
tion here? I think the further govern-
ment gets away from your home the
more inefficient it is,” Mr. Bramnick
said.

Mr. Sweeney, he said, intends to start
county-wide school systems “immedi-
ately,” the Republican Assembly leader
said.

“It’s (county school districts) begin-
ning to take shape,” Mr. Bramnick said.

“Do you believe that Elizabeth
should be running the Westfield
schools or the Cranford schools?
That’s the number one question (for
residents),” he said. “I’m raising this
issue before they do it because what
will happen is they’ll do this and all of
a sudden the public will say, ‘Hey, I
didn’t know about that. I didn’t know
that my local board of education was
going to be eliminated.’”

“I don’t want decision making to
leave this town,” Mr. Bramnick said.

“This is one of the most dangerous
proposals that we have ever seen in this
county by one-party rule in Trenton,”
Mr. Bramnick said. “We need to build
support now from both Democrats and
Republicans that say, ‘we don’t like this
idea.’”

The Assemblyman reasoned that a
board of education would likely be
elected county-wide to run a county
schools system.

“I don’t think it will be the moms and
dads from Westfield who are going to be
on the board of education in the new
county schools system,” Mr. Bramnick
said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WILL SCHOOL BOARDS LOSE LOCAL CONTROL?...State Assembly Re-
publican Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield), right, discusses his
concerns with Assignment Editor Paul Peyton regarding a plan to create county-
wide school systems from the curently run local school systems.
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Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
www.jonbramnick.com

CALL

JON BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

908-322-7000
Jon M. Bramnick, Esq.

John C. Rodriguez, Esq.
Gary J. Grabas, Esq.

Jonathan P. Arnold, Esq.
Patrick J. Mangan, Esq.

Jose Vilarino, Esq.
Richard M. Brockway, Esq.

Carl A. Salisbury, Esq.
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Stephen A. Satkin, Esq.
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Jim Lowney/County of Union
DROP OFF YOUR STYROFOAM...Union County Freeholder Chairman Bette
Jane Kowalski, right, and Cranford Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley visit the styrofoam
drop-off site at the Cranford Conservation Center on Birchwood Avenue to raise
awareness about styrofoam recycling. To assist in the recycling effort, the
Freeholder Board has provided new signage and recycling bins for Cranford and
eight other municipalities in Union County. All Union County residents can drop
off clean, white, block-style foam for recycling at designated locations in their
municipality or at a countywide site located in Springfield. For complete details,
visit ucnj.org/recycling.

RWJBarnabas Names Mebane
Exec. VP, General Counsel

WESTFIELD — David Mebane
of Westfield has been named execu-
tive vice-president and general coun-
sel for RWJBarnabas Health
(RWJBH). He previously held the
position of general counsel for
RWJBH and before that, was senior
vice-president and general counsel
for Barnabas Health.

He is responsible for the legal de-
partment and all legal affairs and in-
surance of New Jersey’s largest inte-
grated health system and is also presi-
dent of its captive insurance com-
pany.

Mr. Mebane joined the RWJBH Sys-
tem 28 years ago. He was integral in the
development and growth of Barnabas
Health’s legal department and the
merger of Robert Wood Johnson Health
System and Barnabas Health, which
resulted in the establishment of
RWJBarnabas Health in 2016.

“RWJBarnabas Health is fortunate
to have David in this leadership role,”
stated Barry H. Ostrowsky, president
and chief executive officer for
RWJBarnabas Health. “His experi-
ence and intimate knowledge of the
system’s operations enable him to
align the facilities’ goals with
RWJBarnabas Health’s strategic ini-
tiatives.”

Mr. Mebane started the legal de-

partment for the former Community
Kimball Health Care System prior to
it joining the former Saint Barnabas
Health Care System as a founding
member. He earned his law degree.
from Boston University School of
Law and his bachelor’s degree from
Princeton University. Following law
school, he clerked for Judge Herman
Michels, the presiding judge for the
New Jersey Superior Court Appellate
Division. He was also previously in
private practice at Lowenstein Sandler
and Brach Eichler.

David Mebane

Jennifer Love Named Mgr.
Of Weichert Westfield Office

WESTFIELD – Joe McDonald,
regional vice-president of Weichert,
Realtors, has announced that Jenni-
fer Love has been named manager
of Weichert’s Westfield sales of-
fice. Ms. Love has been a licensed
real estate professional for 27 years,
and served as sales manager of
Weichert’s Union office for the past
six years.

“As manager of Weichert’s Union
office, Jennifer was a wonderful
coach and mentor to her sales asso-
ciates, and I know she will have the
same success managing the
Westfield office,” Mr. McDonald
said. “I am lucky to have someone
with Jennifer’s experience and ex-
pertise as part of my management
team.”

As a full-time sales associate,
Ms. Love earned New Jersey Re-
altors Circle of Excellence Sales
Awards multiple times throughout
her career. She has held her real
estate broker’s license for 20
years.

As manager of the Westfield office,
Ms. Love’s goal is to help her sales
associates meet and exceed their per-
sonal sales objectives and grow their
businesses.

“My role is really to serve as a
coach to the associates,” Ms. Love
said. “I will strive to bring my team
to a place that they cannot reach
through training alone. I have de-
cades of personal experience and
success stories in real estate to share,”
she said.

 “I hope that my knowledge and
support will help the associates in
my office achieve their own success
in both their personal and profes-
sional lives,” Ms. Love added.

She is a lifelong resident of
Cranford, where she raised her two

Jennifer Love

children, Zach and Emma, and lives
with her husband, Roger, and their
dog, Lincoln. She is involved in com-
munity theater and is a past president
of the Cranford Dramatic Club. Ms.
Love is also a longtime advocate for
autism awareness.

For the past nine years, she has
been chairperson for the North/Cen-
tral New Jersey Walk Now for Au-
tism Speaks, which is held every Oc-
tober in Nomahegan Park in Cranford.
She is also a past president for the
New Jersey Coalition for Autism
Awareness.

Cranford Committee Hears
Capital Budget Requests

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Mayor Patrick
Giblin and the township committee
reviewed capital expenditure re-
quests with municipal department
heads last week.

The mayor said the meeting al-
lowed each department to discuss
with “the mayor and the commis-
sioners which requests are being
made, how the request benefits the
department and Cranford, the cost,
and the requests’ overall priority
level.” Cranford Business Admin-
istrator Jamie Cryan said the town-
ship committee will review each
request as it relates to the overall
budget, balancing cost efficiency
with delivering the most resources
at the lowest cost to taxpayers.

The engineering department’s
capital budget request totaled $2.14
million, stated Cranford Township
Engineer Bill Masol. The 2018 re-
quest was for $2.9 million. The 2019
capital budget request amount in-
cludes road resurfacing and drain-
age restoration projects throughout
Cranford, he said. Mr. Masol said
the roads selected include streets
where utility work has been com-
pleted in recent years. Utility com-
panies will pay for road restoration
“on what they have disturbed,” but
will not pay for the entire road
project, stated Mr. Masol.

Mr. Masol said Retford Avenue,
Elm Street, Brookside Court and
Hillcrest Avenue are roads which
have been considered for the 2019
capital budget. Normandie Place
and Claremont Place are projects
which “should be considered in the
foreseeable future” in upcoming
budget years, he explained.

Commissioner Thomas Hannen, Jr.
said in reviewing each proposed road
project’s cost, the committee may
want to select a restoration plan which
“stretches dollars out the best.” Mr.
Masol stated the United States De-
partment of Transportation “favors”
roads with parks and schools on them
when deciding how much grant money
to approve for road projects.

The Downtown Management Cor-
poration (DMC) submitted requests
for 10 capital projects. The DMC
requested $7,500 to repair the
Eastman Plaza clock step lighting
benefiting the plaza’s aesthetic,
stated DMC representative Gabe
Bailer. “Step lighting would be
added under blue stone,” stated Mr.
Bailer.

The DMC capital requests include

374 downtown-lighting poles be re-
painted at a cost of $28,000. Five
steps are proposed to be recon-
structed outside of Track 5 Coffee
on Eastman Street. The steps are
owned by the municipality. The
project’s cost is estimated at
$200,000, stated Mr. Bailer.

Also requested by the DMC is
curbing, paving, pedestrian strip-
ing, new traffic and pedestrian sig-
nals proposed at the intersection of
North Avenue and North Union
Avenue at a cost to the township of
$225,000, stated Mr. Bailer. A New
Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion grant would finance an addi-
tional $750,000 of the total cost of
that project, stated Mr. Bailer.

Five municipal parking lots were
proposed for asphalt, milling and
striping to improve residential use
and the lots’ appearance, with a pro-
jected cost range between $18,000
and $103,000, stated Mr. Bailer.

In addition, the DMC requested a
four-power Victorian light pole to
be installed before the downtown
underpass. The light pole would in-
crease public safety at a “heavily
trafficked passageway” at a cost of
$4,000.

Cranford Emergency Management
Coordinator Matt Lubin said the fire
department is requesting between
$1.19 million and $1.34 million for
an emergency radio conversion. Mr.
Lubin said the fire department, emer-
gency response teams and the police
department should be accessible to
one another through the “same radio
bandwidth.” He said an unfunded
federal mandate “post 9/11” that all
first responders be able to communi-
cate with each other on the same
frequency prompted the budget re-
quest.

Mr. Lubin said the federal man-
date states that all radio equipment
should be updated by 2020.

Police Chief Ryan Greco said
upon township committee approval,
the radios will be updated within
the next year.

Mayor Giblin said each capital
request will be analyzed in terms of
priority regarding the overall bud-
get, the specific department’s bud-
get, and the ability of the request to
achieve municipal goals.

ADS PLACED IN

THE LEADER/TIMES

BRING RESULTS

Murphy Proposes Budget
Expands Millionaires Tax

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRENTON – Governor Phil
Murphy unveiled a $38.6-billion
budget Tuesday, a 3-percent increase
over last year. The Governor’s bud-
get expands the millionaire’s tax en-
acted last year to include all million-
aires in the state. His first budget
only applied to those earning $5 mil-
lion or more. This year the threshold
drops to $1 million.

“This budget continues our work
to invest in the single most conse-
quential asset in New Jersey: our
people,” Governor Murphy said.
“This budget produces sustainable
savings totaling over $1.1 billion,
including approximately $800 mil-
lion in health-care savings. These
savings allow for unprecedented in-
vestment in our middle class through
increased funding for NJ Transit, a
boost in school funding, and prop-
erty-tax relief through the Home-
stead Benefit Program.”

He said the budget factors in a pro-
jected surplus of $1.16 billion — last
year’s budget had a surplus of $419
million —  and savings of $1.1 billion.
He said the spending plan includes
nearly $800 million in public employee
health benefit cost savings, a 16-per-
cent year-over-year decrease from the
current budget, and over $200 million
in departmental savings, a 16-percent
year-over-year decrease from the cur-

rent budget. The health-care costs
savings were negotiated with the
state public workers union.

In addition to the expanded
millionaire’s tax, the Governor pro-
posed a new $150-per-employee fee
for employers with at least 50 work-
ers enrolled in Medicaid.

Governor Murphy said the bud-
get includes $3.8 billion in pen-
sion commitments, which includes
state lottery revenue contributions
toward pensions, which is an 18-
percent increase over last year’s
contribution and the largest pay-
ment in state history.

On school funding, the budget in-
cludes $8.7 billion for direct aid to
school districts, a $206-million in-
crease over last year. Municipal aid,
though, remains flat.

The budget includes an additional
$100 million for NJ Transit for a total
subsidy of $407.5 million. The Gov-
ernor said commuter fares will not be
raised in Fiscal Year 2020.

The Governor’s budget proposes
growing the Community College
Opportunity Grant program by an
additional $33.5 million, allowing a
total of 18,000 students to attend com-
munity college tuition-free in the
2019-2020 academic year.

The Governor’s budget proposes
criminal justice system reforms, in-
cluding the legalization of adult-use
cannabis.
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Solar Panel Fiasco And
Political Payoffs

There is no need for any tax analy-
sis, and county personnel are per-
fectly competent to prepare Requests
for Proposals regarding the sale of
the now-closed Juvenile Detention
Center facility.

The only reason that the Union
County Improvement Authority
(UCIA) is getting the exorbitant
amount of $325,000 for these ser-
vices is that the UCIA needs cash to
pay off bond debt from the solar-
panel fiasco and for political payoffs.

John Bury
Kenilworth

Making Westfield A Part Of The
Solution To Climate Change

I am writing today to congratulate
Dana Sullivan on her award as de-
tailed in the February 28 edition of
The Westfield Leader. According to
the article (page 1), Dana Sullivan is
one of four people in New Jersey who
will get the 2019 Distinguished Ser-
vice Award from the NJASBO.

As stated in the article, Dana
Sullivan, who is the business admin-
istrator for the Westfield BOE, was
credited for the installation of solar
panels on the roofs of five of the
schools in Westfield. These solar pan-
els are now operational and are now
saving Westfield $100,000/year in
energy costs as well as providing clean
renewable energy for the five schools!

I think it is great that five Westfield
schools have solar panels on their

roofs. I would hope that this success
will lead to getting more solar panels
on the schools that do not have them.
In addition, the schools that have
large parking lots could get solar pan-
els installed in “Y-shaped” structures
designed to fit in parking lots. These
could also include electric charging
stations that could be used by stu-
dents or teachers that drive electric
cars to school in the future.

Let’s continue to do our part to
make Westfield a part of the solution
to the climate change problem by
looking for more ways to install re-
newable power generation systems
into our infrastructure.

Walter Korfmacher
Westfield

Ample Time to Peruse Its Pages
While Dawdling In Purgatory

My characterization of the universe
and our part in it clearly struck a
dissonant chord with past letter writer.
I am sorry that he cannot appreciate
the extraordinary synthesis that the
scientific method has brought to our
understanding of the world we live in.

That understanding is not a “clever
emotion-based argument from athe-
ists,” as he would have us believe, but
is based on three centuries of scien-
tific observation, measurement and
testing that has provided a cogent and
compelling narrative of life and the
cosmos.

We are each free to decide for our-
selves if, and how, and when, and
where religious beliefs should be in-
jected into that narrative, and to pass
those views on to our children at
home, or in the church, mosque or
synagogue.

I did not state that I have a “moral
obligation” to encourage my children
to be atheists. I said that my beliefs
(shared by my wife, their mother, by

the way) provide a moral foundation
for my life, and for my children’s life.
Whatever I choose to tell my children
on this topic is, in any case, my con-
cern alone, just as what he chooses to
tell his children is his.

It is certainly of no concern to our
schoolteachers. This issue does not
belong in any public school-based
discussion of science and evolution,
as he suggests it should. Religion is
about faith. There can be no proof of
the existence or otherwise of a deity.
That which can not be tested and
proved or disproved does not belong
in the science class. Our courts have
repeatedly declared that to try to co-
mingle the two violates the Establish-
ment Clause of the First Amendment
to the United States Constitution.

I would be happy to read Dr.
DeFelice’s book. It appears that I will
have ample time to peruse its pages
while dawdling in Purgatory.

Mervyn Turner
Scotch Plains

Thank You For Tammy
Lieberman

Dear Mayor Brindle and Members
of the Town Council, Thank you for
securing health benefits for Tammy
Lieberman, widow of Westfield PD
Detective Eric Lieberman.

I don’t know the family personally,
but I totally agree that she should be
covered as any other retiree’s family
would be covered, in light of her
husband’s 27 years of protecting our
community.

Congratulations on getting this
done. Your efforts are most appreci-
ated.

Tola Murphy-Baran
Westfield

Letter To The Editor Was A Dark And
Loathsome Diatribe

It is normal and healthy to have a
policy difference with an elected offi-
cial and to write about it in the paper,
but the letter written last week by Mr.
James Kurdyla of Clark, complaining
about Congressman Malinowski’s re-
marks in opposition to the President’s
state of emergency declaration, was
not a simple disagreement over policy.
It was a dark and loathsome diatribe
in which the author winks at the
Congressman’s Polish heritage in or-
der to discredit him and, much worse,
refers to those fleeing violence and
persecution at our southern border as
“human sewage.”

I am appalled that The Leader has
stooped to printing something that is
so short on substance and so full of
hate.

Malinowski is, as Mr. Kurdyla
pointed out, an immigrant. He is an
immigrant who, after fleeing the des-
perate conditions in his country of
birth, has risen above his humble ori-
gins and fully realized the American
Dream. Mr. Kurdyla may have meant
to portray him as an outsider by point-
ing this out, but Congressman Tomasz
P. Malinowski is by definition every
bit as American as those courageous
human beings at the border aspire to
be. They may be tired; they may be
poor, huddled masses, but they are
not “sewage” – like so many of our
ancestors, they are simply yearning
to breathe free.

Daniel DeJager
Fanwood

Gov. Sits Around Drumthwacket For
Inspiration To Create A New Tax

New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy
seems to be on one big continual tax
bender. I seriously believe that the sits
around Drumthwacket surveying the
surroundings for inspiration to create a
new way to tax New Jersey residents.
We have too many taxes to even list
here but the number has grown already
this year to include a “Rain” tax and a
“Parking Meter” tax.

According to Central Jersey.com,
it has been reported by the Office of
Legislative Services tax collections
were are at 2.9 percent over last year,
however, Murphy expected an in-
crease in revenues by 7.2 at the end
of the fiscal year. That increase is
highly unlikely so a shortfall is ex-
pected. Murphy and company de-
cided that was not acceptable and
tuned in their collective thinking caps
to taxes.

The Clean Storm Water and Flood
Reduction Act affectionately known as
the Rain Tax for short, has already
moved through the state Senate and
Assembly. It now awaits the Governor’s
signature to become law. The bill “au-
thorizes the establishment of local storm
water utilities and …allow those utili-
ties to assess fees that are based on a
fair and equitable approximation of the
proportionate contribution of storm
water runoff from any real property.” I
imagine the tax could somehow be
calculated based on how many square
feet of impervious surfaces are present
on a given property multiplied by a
certain rate. Whose brain child is this
one?

Assembly Bill A-5070 passed on a
vote of 40-32 on February 25. Lovingly
called the parking meter tax allows six
municipalities to impose a tax in addi-
tion to what they are already taxing
drivers to park their vehicles in their
lots. Those towns are Newark, Jersey

City, Elizabeth, Paterson, Woodbridge
and Edison. So if a rider is catching the
Metro Liner in Edison or the train in
Elizabeth or Newark be prepared to get
slammed with this additional charge.

Perhaps a “water closet” tax is next
on the Gov.’s drawing board. Though
municipalities do pay a sewer fee for
their flow rights to their perspective
sewer authorities; this tax would be
separate. The dollar amount could be
calculated by the number of flushes per
household based on the number of per-
sons in residence. There are undoubt-
edly those readers who recall the envi-
ronmentalists of the 60’s who ascribed
to the adage, “If it is yellow etc. etc.”
and would be establishing that in their
households.

As illustrated here the possibilities
are endless for raising money from the
hardworking residents of NJ. Perhaps
if the powers that be did not give quiet
approval to the Governor’s granting
money to illegal immigrants for col-
lege tuition or paying for their legal
fees to fight deportation we could meet
our other obligations regarding the
health, safety and welfare of New
Jerseyans.

Our GOP representatives in Trenton,
in the Assembly and the Senate are in
dire need of help to right our financial
ship. It is common knowledge that one
cannot spend more than one has, but
the Governor and the party in control
don’t appear to understand that. I for
one have no more to give from my
handbag. What I do possess is a com-
mon-sense approach to government,
and that is why I am running for the
assembly representing Dist. 22.

Visit me on Facebook: PatQ for Dist
22 or email at PatQ.Dist22@gmail.com.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Clark

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Bette Kowalski, chair
bkowalski@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

“A zebra does not
change its spots.''

Al Gore

Partnerships Like C.L.E.A.R.
Provide Armor to Fight Addiction

A Full Investigation Is Needed
Into Hiring Practices at NJSDA

The opioid epidemic that has weaved its way into
every corner of American society in recent years
continues to take a massive toll in lost lives, devas-
tated families and compromised communities. Leg-
islators and law enforcement agencies, together with
other entities dedicated to the fight against sub-
stance abuse, have implemented various strategies
to combat this major public-health crisis.

While the battle against the opioid scourge in-
deed requires a comprehensive approach on na-
tional, state and municipal fronts, we believe local
resources can be particularly pivotal in providing
lifelines for those caught in the throes of addiction
and their loved ones.

Among such initiatives is Union County’s Commu-
nity Law Enforcement Addiction Recovery
(C.L.E.A.R.) Program. Launched in June of 2017,
C.L.E.A.R. is a partnership between the county and
Prevention Links, an organization dedicated to pre-
venting drug, alcohol and tobacco addiction. C.L.E.A.R.
enables law enforcement agencies to provide Union
County residents with on-site drug addiction recovery
services upon request. Since the program’s inception,
these services have been available at the Union County
Police Department in Westfield and the Union County
Sheriff’s Office in Elizabeth.

Five weeks ago, the Cranford Police Department
joined the county’s C.L.E.A.R. program as a local
site for addiction-recovery services. According to a
February 13 release announcing that the department
had joined the ranks of C.L.E.A.R., 12 Cranford

police officers have received advanced substance-
abuse training in order to serve as facilitators for
those seeking help with addiction recovery. These
officers provide assistance to the person and con-
nect him or her with a partner agency recovery
coach, who is able to guide the individual to “appro-
priate treatment facilities and recovery support net-
works.”

“To truly tackle this problem, those individuals
facing the disease of addiction need to find their way
to recovery,” said Cranford Police Chief Ryan Greco
in the same release. “I can only hope that by provid-
ing an additional C.L.E.A.R. Program location and
expanding the program hours we will be able to
assist even more people towards recovery.”

We applaud the Cranford Police Department for
its participation in the county C.L.E.A.R. program,
and encourage other law enforcement agencies to
come on board as well. It is our belief that the
greater the availability of addiction-recovery ser-
vices — especially on the local level — the more
likely people will seek help. A municipal police
department can offer struggling individuals assis-
tance right in their hometown.

The dark saga of opioid addiction has impacted this
nation as a whole, spanning our entire socio-eco-
nomic spectrum, all cultures and every geographic
line. We are therefore all in this battle together, and
while it is far from over, partnerships within and
among communities give us armor and make us that
much more likely to ultimately triumph.

Two Republican state lawmakers are calling for an
investigation by the NJ Legislative Select Oversight Com-
mittee into allegations of nepotism in the hiring practices
at the New Jersey Schools Development Authority (SDA),
the agency responsible for funding and managing some
$11 billion in new construction, modernization and reno-
vation of school facilities projects in the state’s 31 poorest
school districts known as the SDA Districts, previously
called Abbott districts. The SDA was created in 2007.

According to northjersey.com (The Record, Bergen
County), Governor Phil Murphy appointed Lizette
Delgado-Polanco, the vice-chairwoman of the Demo-
cratic State Committee, last August to be in charge of the
agency as its chief executive officer. Since that time the
SDA has replaced 26 tenured staff with 38 employees at
$3.3 million, according to the report. The new hires are all
business associates or related to Ms. Delgado-Polanco.

Remember, the SDA is the same agency where Albert J.
Alvarez, who was accused of sexual assault by a former
Murphy campaign staffer, served as chief of staff. Mr.
Alvarez resigned from the post. He has never been charged
with a crime after two different county prosecutors opted
not to prosecute him.

In a letter to State Senator Loretta Weinberg and Assem-
blywoman Eliana Pintor Marin, co-chairs of the New
Jersey Legislative Select Oversight Committee, Assem-
blywoman Nancy Munoz (R-21st, Summit), Holly Schepisi
(R-39th, Westwood) and BettyLou DeCroce (R-26th,
Parsippany) said, “These (nepotism) allegations range
from replacing tenured staff with individuals related to
current Authority leadership, to a series of unplanned
raises.”

The news report did not just raise eyebrows among
Republicans. State Senate President Stephen Sweeney, a

Democrat, called the report “disgusting” and said the
SDA should be disbanded, according to an nj.com (Star-
Ledger) report.

Assembly Minority Republican Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield) said, “This is another example of the
Murphy administration’s nepotistic culture. Time and
again it becomes evident that personal relationships are
more important than anything else.”

Legislation sponsored by Assemblyman John J.
Burzichelli (D-3rd, Gloucester) and Assemblyman Chris-
topher P. DePhillips (R-40th, Midland Park) would abol-
ish the SDA and transfer all its “functions, powers, and
duties, and employees” to the state’s Economic Develop-
ment Authority (E.D.A.).

“This latest SDA hiring scandal proves beyond a shadow
of a doubt that Trenton needs to take an entirely new
approach to our school construction dollars. The SDA has
lost the trust of the people of New Jersey, and the taxpay-
ers must be protected against further mismanagement and
corrupt hiring practices,” said Mr. DePhillips in a press
release. “It is time for the Assembly to take up my bi-
partisan legislation to abolish the SDA and consolidate its
functions within the E.D.A.”

Assemblyman Kevin J. Rooney (R-40th, Wyckoff) said
Governor Murphy “surrounds himself with cronies who
have their own cronies.”

We call on lawmakers of both parties to come together
to investigate these charges. Government positions should
be advertised in print publications, on social media, in
libraries, etc., so that they are open to and can be accessed
by all qualified individuals, not just to those with political
connections. No agency should be cleaned out of so many
employees without just cause.

This is politics at its worse in Trenton.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Deaurate – Having a golden color
2. Gomphiasis – Looseness of the teeth
3. Daysman – An umpire or mediator
4. Pocosin – A marsh or swamp

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

RHOB
1. The sensation of cold
2. Resembling a rose
3. Juice
4. Saturated; soaked

XANTHOCHROOUS
1. Having a yellowish complexion
2. Foreign; alien
3. Containing an overabundance of

uric acid
4. Having prickly, yellowish leaves

SCHIZOTRICHIA
1. The condition of possessing a cleft

palate
2. A complete break of a bone; a com-

pound fracture
3. Splitting of the hair
4. Assuming both male and female

traits in behavior
TUZ

1. A buckler; a shield
2. A lock or tuft of hair
3. The great snapping turtle
4. A vigorous or vehement scuffle
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SHOP ALL DAY SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 10AM TO 9PM AT LORD + TAYLOR AT WESTFIELD 609 NORTH AVENUE

All proceeds from $5 donations made from Monday, February 25, 2019 – Saturday, March 9, 2019 in our Westfi eld store will benefi t local charities + non-profi t groups participating in the 
Charity Days: Shop Smart Do Good program. Savings passes are only valid at the Westfi eld store on Saturday, March 9, 2019. Event subject to change or cancellation. Some exclusions apply; 

see sales associate for details. Not valid at lordandtaylor.com, L+T outlets and FIND@Lord+Taylor. Event subject to change or cancellation. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 9
A SPECIAL DAY OF SHOPPING AT L+T WESTFIELD 

TO BENEFIT LOCAL CHARITIES + NON-PROFIT GROUPS

++

OFF
%

ALMOST ALL BEAUTY 

OFF
%

REGULAR, SALE + 
CLEARANCE ITEMS

WITH LIMITED EXCLUSIONS

Thank you! Over the past 15 years 
Lord + Taylor has raised over $12 million dollars 

for local charities + non-profit groups.

SHOP SMART DO GOOD

They Share Our Vision
The New Jersey Workshop for the

Arts in Westfield recently received an
incredibly generous donation of a set
of the latest digital equipment, in-
cluding such items as a beautiful
Novation studio keyboard and two 8-
channel preamps, for its up-and-com-
ing production studio program.

I would like to extend my most
sincere gratitude to Mr. Chris Ready
and Mr. Giles Orford at Focusrite
Novation Inc., for this gift and their
support of the Workshop. They share
our vision that bringing the best mu-
sic has to offer to our youth will
forever enhance their lives in count-
less ways. Their generosity will be
appreciated by many.

Malcolm Joseph
NJ Workshop for the Arts

Westfield

Governor, Stop This
Madness Now

The staggering amount of “new
luxury apartments” being both built
and proposed in our town and sur-
rounding towns in order to provide
and comply with our “requisite num-
ber” of affordable-housing units is
ridiculous and will destroy the great
family neighborhoods that are the
essence of our beautiful community.

Having the courts decide how we
must develop our own town and over-
burden our resources is patently ludi-
crous and flat out bad law. I urge
Governor Murphy to curtail this mad-
ness now and put an immediate stop
to such blatant government overreach.
Believe me, I am in the vast majority
having this sentiment in Cranford and
join in strong support of our like-
minded neighbors in Westfield, Clark
and Garwood.

Kenneth and Susan Dahl
Cranford

Letters to
the Editor

Scutari And Kean Join In
‘Path To Progress’ Forum

CRANFORD – Speaking at a bipar-
tisan Town Hall meeting at Union
County College on February 14, State
Senate President Steve Sweeney (D-
3rd, Gloucester) emphasized the need
to confront the state’s mounting fiscal
problems and warned that New Jersey
won’t be able to make critical invest-
ments in education, transportation,
higher education and social services
unless it enacts major structural re-
forms to address the looming budget
crisis fueled by runaway pension and
benefit costs.

Joined by Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden) and Senate Minority Leader
Tom Kean (R-21st, Westfield), Senator
Sweeney said New Jersey is facing a dire
fiscal crisis and laid out a series of solu-
tions developed by the bipartisan Eco-
nomic and Fiscal Policy Workgroup of
economists, academics and fiscal policy
experts to address the problem.

“We have to be willing to confront the
reality of the fiscal problems we face and
realize the need for structural reforms,”
Senator Sweeney said. “If we don’t fix
the built-in problems, we will be staring
at a $4-billion budget deficit in the years
ahead. That will cripple our ability to
fund our most important priorities, such
as expanding preschool, investing in our
universities, fully funding state aid to
local school districts, and providing so-
cial services.”

“We need to make our state more afford-
able – not less affordable – for our hard-
working middle-class families, for new
college graduates and millennials deciding
where they are going to live, and for senior
citizens trying to decide whether they can
afford to stay,” the Senate President said.

Senator Scutari said many of the recom-
mendations in the Economic and Fiscal Policy
Workgroup’s Path to Progress report could
make New Jersey both more competitive
and more affordable.

“Significant cost savings and educa-
tional and service improvements can be
achieved through initiatives such as K-12
regionalization, increased use of shared
services at both the county and municipal
level, and shifting the cost of extraordi-
nary special education from the local to
the state level,” Senator Scutari said. “If
these recommendations can lead to real
property tax reform to ease the burden on
New Jerseyans, it is a discussion that
must take place.”

“A number of the bipartisan fiscal re-
forms we are discussing today would
make New Jersey more affordable for
years to come,” Senator Kean said. “We
shouldn’t let another budget cycle go by
without putting this plan into action. I am
glad to see us reach across the aisle to
make New Jersey a place where every-
one, from young families to retirees, can
continue to live together in the state we
are all proud to call home.”

Senator Sweeney said the new hybrid
pension system recommended by the
Economic and Fiscal Policy Workgroup
is not a new idea; 12 states, including
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island and Ohio,
have already adopted hybrid systems. The
plan would fully preserve the existing
pension system for teachers and state,
county and municipal employees with
five years of service.

“Shifting healthcare coverage from
the current ‘Platinum-Plus-Plus’ system
to a Gold-level health care plan compa-
rable to those offered by New Jersey’s
largest private sector companies to their
employees makes sense,” Senator
Sweeney said. “One of the best things
about the shift from Platinum to Gold is
that teachers and other public employ-
ees would save over $200 million that
they are paying out of their paychecks
toward their health premiums for a level
of coverage most of them are never go-
ing to use.”

New Jersey  Must Leverage Public Health
Expertise During Marijuana Discussion

As discussion regarding the legal-
ization of recreational marijuana ac-
celerates and monumental change to
state regulation seems imminent,
members of the New Jersey Legisla-
ture must ask themselves two urgent
and critically important questions:
What is public health, and why aren’t
New Jersey’s public health leaders
at the table, providing essential in-
put to statewide discussions regard-
ing the legalization of recreational
marijuana? If ever there was im-
pending significant public health is-
sue in our state, consensus from
health professionals dictates that this
is it.

So what is public health? Though
seldom seen, public health means
many things to many of New Jersey’s
residents. Public health professionals
are in your community, silently pre-
venting disease, ensuring safe food,
protecting the environment, prevent-
ing childhood lead poisoning, abat-
ing nuisances, controlling rabies and
zoonotic disease, and so much more.
Most people are unaware of all the
ways in which New Jersey’s public
health practitioners support and pro-
tect their communities. Public health
does protect against a myriad of health
risks by utilizing trained, credentialed
professionals who enforce, investi-
gate and educate, but that is not all
public health does to keep communi-
ties healthy and safe.

Public health leaders are also es-
sential partners in providing aware-
ness and education regarding sub-
stance abuse, addiction prevention
and related services. In fact, many of
your community’s public health pro-
fessionals work directly with munici-
pal police, schools, adults and allied
health professionals in promoting or
initiating anti-addiction programs.

“Public health” is a blanket term
but includes a broad scope of profes-
sionals working in literally hundreds

of different roles: from health direc-
tors to educators; from environmen-
tal health specialists to nurses and
addiction specialists; from mental
health professionals to physicians,
dieticians and industrial hygienists;
and from emergency response coor-
dinators to volunteers and quasi-gov-
ernmental specialists. The collective
expertise that these individuals pro-
vide to policymakers and the public is
instrumental in preserving and, in fact,
improving the health of New Jersey’s
nine million residents.

To that end, it is time to stop pre-
tending that the public’s health will
not be impacted by the legalization of
recreational marijuana. The public
health community is urging state law-
makers to include us in time sensitive
and comprehensive discussions re-
garding the implications of imple-
menting legal recreational marijuana.
This is potentially one of the most
significant changes to law in the state’s
history, and it goes without saying
that the ramifications are far-reach-
ing. The possible effects to public
health are many fold and significant,
and we implore legislators to lever-
age the expertise and experience of
public health leaders, including our
knowledge of New Jersey’s public
health infrastructure. Public health
can provide the most current data and
lessons learned from other states that
have recently legalized marijuana.

We all can agree that if recreational
marijuana is legalized, it must be done
so in a way that will not adversely
affect the health and safety of our
residents. The public health commu-
nity does, in fact, have concerns re-

garding the proposed bill to decrimi-
nalize marijuana, and these concerns
include: childhood poisoning from
ingesting edible cannabis products;
expanded mental health and drug
treatment services for communities;
funding for health education curricula
pertaining to marijuana and substance
use; the potential rise in automobile
accidents and fatalities due to im-
paired drivers; effective measures to
keep recreational marijuana out of
the hands of minors; sufficient efforts
to prevent workplace abuses, par-
ticularly for healthcare profession-
als, operators of large machinery and
vehicle services.

To date, our state legislators have
not solicited the expertise and opin-
ion of our public health leaders. Pub-
lic Health professionals work every
day to prevent illness and disease,
and to preserve the quality of life for
our residents. Discussing the legal-
ization of marijuana with public health
experts now – prior tolegislative dis-
position or rule change – is not only
smart and easy, but simply is the re-
sponsible thing to do in moving for-
ward.

Megan Avallone, President
NJ Association of County and City

Health Officials
Linda Brown, President

NJ Society for Public Health
Education

Lynette Medeiros, President
NJ Environmental Health Associa-

tion
Paschal Nwako, President

NJ Public Health Association
New Jersey Association of Public
Health Nurse Administrators Inc.

County Officially Closes
Juvenile Detention Center

COUNTY — Union County offi-
cially closed its juvenile detention
center in Linden last Thursday.

The closure marks the beginning of
a five-year agreement with Essex
County to provide ongoing juvenile
detention services. The agreement has
an option for renewal.

According to a county press re-
lease, county officials decided to seek
a shared-services agreement as the
number of Union County juvenile
detainees at the facility had contin-
ued to show a long-term decline. The
average daily population of county
juveniles has declined from a high of
more than 43 residents in January,
2012 to an average of just about 10
this past year — a decline of more
than 77 percent.

“The agreement with Essex pre-
serves the rights, safety and dignity of
incarcerated youth and minimizes the
impact on effected employees of the
former Linden facility,” said Union
County Manager Edward T. Oatman.
“Ultimately, this is a prudent decision
that had to be made, and one that will
realize substantial savings for the
county.”

Any remaining Union County de-
tainees have been safely transferred
to the Essex County Juvenile Deten-
tion facility in Newark, and all future
offenders will be detained there, ac-
cording to Union County officials.

The closure is expected to save
$24.6 million over the first three years
alone, according to Freeholder Chair-
man Bette Jane Kowalski. “This
agreement not only realizes savings
but also provides responsible and
proper detention services.”

Union County had considered other
facilities, but the Essex County facil-
ity was picked because it is nationally
accredited, offers an all-day school,
and recreation programs including a
swimming pool. According to the
press release. Union County will con-
tinue to provide transportation for the
youth and their families to the Essex

County facility — which is a short
distance away (5.8 miles).

In all, 82 county employees are
impacted by the measure including:
56 juvenile detention officers, 12 se-
nior juvenile detention officers, seven
supervisors, and seven civilian em-
ployees.

The county’s Workforce Develop-
ment Board was made available to all
employees, and separated workers
were, if they wished, able to take
advantage of job training, resume
assistance, and other employment
programs, according to the release. A
number of employees were rehired
for similar positions at Essex County
and a number of others found em-
ployment with Union County.

“Overall, officials attribute the de-
cline in detainees at the Union County
facility in large part to the effective-
ness of the state’s Juvenile Detention
Alternatives Initiative. This is a com-
prehensive approach that provides
mechanisms to detain fewer youth
and relies on proven, family-focused
interventions, education, mental
health treatment and opportunities for
positive youth development,” the re-
lease states.

According to Mr. Oatman, while
no immediate determination has been
made for the re-use of the Union
County Detention Center once it is
closed, the county will explore the
most effective and efficient
repurposing of the facility.

As reported by The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, the county free-
holder board approved a Memoran-
dum of Understanding with the Union
County Improvement Authority in
the amount of $325,000 at the Feb-
ruary 21 board meeting to study the
future of the facility including
whether to lease or sell the property.
The county did a similar study in
2014 when it ending up closing and
than selling Runnells Specialized
Hospital for $26 million.

New Regulations Require Use of 10-
Year Sealed Battery Smoke Alarms

TRENTON, NJ – The New Jersey
Department of Community Affairs’
(DCA) Division of Fire Safety is inform-
ing residents of a new smoke alarm regu-
lation, effective January 1, 2019, which
requires 10-year sealed battery smoke
alarms be installed in homes built before
January 1, 1977. The requirement in-
cludes one- and two-family dwellings,
motel rooms, and housing units in room-
ing houses. The state’s Uniform Con-
struction Code requires all homes built
after January 1, 1977 to have alternating
current (AC) hardwired alarms installed
inside the dwellings, and those homes are
not affected by the new regulation.

“The importance of working smoke
alarms cannot be overstated,” said Lt.
Governor Sheila Y. Oliver, who also
serves as DCA Commissioner. “They are
essential for quickly detecting a fire and
providing an early warning to occupants
to allow them to safely escape. The key to
early detection is having functioning
smoke alarms and the 10-year sealed bat-
teries will help keep them reliably work-
ing longer to prevent injury and save
more lives.”

The most common cause of a smoke
alarm not functioning is the lack of a
working battery. Often, the battery is
removed so it can be used somewhere
else or the battery no longer has the
necessary charge. Batteries are also re-

moved to prevent nuisance alarms from
cooking. For this reason, DCA’s Divi-
sion of Fire Safety proposed and adopted
regulations that require the use of 10-year
sealed battery type smoke alarms. This
technology precludes an individual from
removing the battery, thus maintaining a
working alarm. Also, the 10-year sealed
battery smoke alarms are designed to last
10 years and be replaced. Utilizing this
new technology to ensure a working
smoke alarm will go a long way to reduc-
ing fire injuries and deaths.

Local fire inspectors will check for
these new alarms during routine inspec-
tions. Violation notices will be issued to
property owners where the 10-year sealed
battery smoke alarms are not installed.
Fire officials and property owners are
encouraged to work together to establish
a reasonable timetable for compliance.

The Division of Fire Safety serves as
the central fire service agency in the state.
The Division is responsible for the devel-
opment and enforcement of the State
Uniform Fire Code, as well as for imple-
menting community risk reduction and
firefighter training programs.

DCA, established in 1967, offers a
wide range of programs including afford-
able housing production, fire safety and
building safety, community planning and
development, local government manage-
ment and finance, and disaster recovery.



Page 6  Thursday, March 7, 2019 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

– Obituaries –

Elizabeth M. Fraga

Elizabeth Marie Fraga, 100, Beloved
Mother, Grandmother and Aunt

Elizabeth “Betty” Marie Fraga
(née Sallo), 100, passed away peace-
fully on Thursday, February 7, 2019,
in Westfield. Elizabeth was born on
May 29, 1918 to Carl
and Frances Sallo, im-
migrants from Czecho-
slovakia, at their home
in the Ironbound section
of Newark, N.J. She was
the tenth born of eleven
children, with her three
eldest siblings being
born in Czechoslovakia.

Elizabeth attended St.
Benedict’s Grammar
School in the Ironbound
section of Newark, af-
ter which she began
working for Western
Electric Company in
Jersey City, N.J. During World War
II, she worked on an assembly line
putting together transistor radios
for the war effort. Elizabeth mar-
ried Manuel Fraga in 1946 upon
his return from World War II. They
became parents to one daughter,
Francene, born in 1948.

Elizabeth was an active volun-
teer with the Rosary Society at St.
Benedict’s Church, and also chap-
eroned CYO dances. She partici-
pated in a bowling league for ten
years, and throughout her lifetime
enjoyed shows, plays and dining
and dancing in New York City.

After the passing of her husband
in 1968, Elizabeth earned her
driver’s license (at age 50) and
began working at Ohrbach’s De-
partment Store in Newark, N.J. She
ultimately followed the company
to Willowbrook Mall in Wayne,
N.J., where she worked until her
retirement in 1996.

Elizabeth then moved to

Westfield to be closer to her family
and her two grandchildren, whom
she adored. She enjoyed visits with
family and friends, and trips to

Atlantic City. She vol-
unteered her time cro-
cheting lap blankets,
baby caps and person-
alizing get-well cards
to be sent to the resi-
dents of local hospitals
and nursing homes.

Elizabeth was prede-
ceased by her parents,
Carl and Frances Sallo;
her beloved husband,
Manuel Fraga, and her
siblings, Joseph Sallo,
Anna Spanick, Mary
Jones, two twin girls,
Frank Sallo, Margaret

Hoelzel, Emily Sallo, Helen Smith
and Agnes “Judy” Manning.

She is survived by her loving
daughter, Francene Cordes, and her
husband, Steve, and her devoted
grandchildren, Bryan, his wife,
Erica, and Lauren. In addition to
her two grandchildren, she is an
aunt to 30 nieces and nephews,
great-aunt to 47 and great-great-
aunt to more than 20.

A Funeral Mass was celebrated
at the Parish Community of St.
Helen in Westfield, N.J. Burial
took place at Gate of Heaven Cem-
etery in East Hanover, N.J. Ar-
rangements were in the care of
Dooley Colonial Funeral Home,
556 Westf ie ld  Avenue,  N.J .
(www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com).

Donations may be made in
Elizabeth’s memory to Helping
Hands and Hearts, c/o St. Helen’s
Church, 1600 Rahway Avenue,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.
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Genealogical Soc. to Learn
Tips For Organizing Data

WESTFIELD — The Genealogi-
cal Society of the West Fields
(GSWF) invites the public to join
Beverly Seward Yackel at its meet-
ing on Thursday, March 14, when
she will speak about “How to Or-
ganize Your Genealogy.” The meet-
ing will be held at 1 p.m. at the
Westfield Memorial Library, lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street.

According to the GSWF, many
genealogy researchers have yet to
find an organizing method that
works for them. They have col-
lected lots of information on their
various families but those papers
are not in an order that makes sense.
All of that research accumulates
faster than some people manage to
document it and to file it away in an
organized manner. Keeping track
of the documents, notes, websites,
photographs and correspondence
related to one’s genealogy research
can be daunting.

Ms. Yackel will provide many
tips and suggestions for beginners
and those who have been research-
ing for years, such as creating a
home office;  recording vital
records onto family group sheets
and ancestor charts; developing a
workable filing system; keeping the
families of each of one’s direct

ancestors together; properly re-
cording census records; creating
different lists related to research,
with examples of nine different
forms provided on a handout; and
how to abstract all of one’s re-
search and create a file on a com-
puter.

Ms. Yackel is a past-president of
the Monmouth County Genealogy
Society and a member of its Edu-
cation Committee and Speakers
Bureau. She has spoken to many
groups in central and northern New
Jersey as well as Orange County,
N.Y. She enjoys helping others start
their genealogy research. Ms.
Yackel specializes in census re-
search, family history centers and
organizing genealogy records.

Second Here 2 Help Forum
To Focus on Teen Stress

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Fan-
wood-Scotch Plains-Westfield Here
2 Help Mental Health Coalition will
offer its second library forum aimed
at providing useful information re-
garding common stress and anxiety
concerns.

This presentation, entitled “Talking
to your Teen about Stress: How Par-
ents can Restore Calm,” will be held
on Thursday, March 21, from 7 to 8:30
p.m., at the Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary. Debra Ferro from Resolve Com-
munity Counseling Center will guide a
panel of experts and provide parents
and caregivers with strategies to sup-
port their children. Liz Knodel-Gor-
don, the student assistance counselor
for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
district, and Breanna Willard from the
Dhammakaya International Medita-
tion Center in Scotch Plains, will par-
ticipate on the panel.

Like adults, adolescents may ex-
perience anxiety as a normal reac-
tion to stress. Attendees at the up-
coming forum will learn how to tell
if the anxiety their child is experi-
encing is outside the “norm”; how
to spot the signs (which may be
subtle); how they can help their
adolescent and when to seek pro-
fessional help.

Originally organized by the
Westfield and Fanwood-Scotch

Plains YMCAs, the mission of the
Here 2 Help Mental Health Coali-
tion is to improve community aware-
ness and understanding of mental
health issues through education, ba-
sic skills training and resource infor-
mation and to help break down bar-
riers that prevent people from seek-
ing care. Coalition members include
Caring Contact, High Focus, Imag-
ine, Jewish Family Service, Preven-
tion Links, Resolve Community
Counseling Center, representatives
of area school districts, municipali-
ties, clergy and other concerned citi-
zens and organizations. Information
about Here 2 Help can be found at
here2helpnj.org and on its Facebook
page, here2helpnj. Both are filled
with timely and important mental
health-related resource information.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. The
library presentations are free. Pre-
registration is not required but appre-
ciated. Interested persons are asked
to access https://www.eventbrite.com/
o/here-2-help-mental-health-forums-
18328722191.

For more information on Here 2
Help, contact Bonnie Cohen at
bcohen@westfieldynj.org or (908)
301-9622, extension no. 240, or Tracy
Crane at tcrane@fspymca.org or
(908) 889-8880, extension no. 116.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Olga diPierro, 87, Devoted to Family;
Enjoyed Beaches, Baking, Knitting

Scotch Plains Library Slates
Annual Giant Book Sale

Scotch Plains Library Plans
Memoir-Writing Series

SCOTCH PLAINS — Beginning
this month, local teacher and writer
Edie Scher will lead a series of mem-
oir-writing workshops at the Scotch
Plains Public Library. These work-
shops will guide participants through
the process of writing, editing and
compiling chapters in a supportive
environment.

This group will meet on select
Wednesdays from 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Scheduled dates are: March 27, April
10, May 8 and 22, June 5 and 19, and
July 10 and 24. Registration is re-
quired, and space is limited. Priority
will be given to those who can com-
mit to most of the sessions.

Ms. Scher is a writer and teacher of
English, whose credits include national
publications The New York Times,
Country Living Magazine, Cat Fancy
Magazine, Runners World, Weight
Watchers Magazine, “McGraw Hill Lit-
erature Anthology,” “Cup of Comfort”
(first-prize story winner), “Chicken
Soup for the Soul” (four editions) and
other Hearst Publications.

For more information or to regis-
ter, go to scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the Reference Desk. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue in the center of the township.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Friends of the Scotch Plains Public
Library will hold their annual Gi-
ant Book Sale this month to benefit
the library. The event will begin
with a children’s sale this Satur-
day, March 9, from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m., and continuing on Sunday,
March 10, from noon to 3 p.m.

The adult book sale will begin
with a members’ only presale on
Wednesday, March 13, from 4 to 8
p.m. New members may join at the
door. The open sale will begin on
Thursday, March 14, from 9 a.m.
to 8 p.m., and will continue on
Friday, March 15, with a half-price

sale from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. A bag
sale on Saturday, March 16, will
conclude the sale.

The Friends are a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization devoted to sup-
porting the programming and de-
velopment of the library, and have
contributed $186,000 to the library
since the group’s inception in 1998.
Donations of clean, salable books,
CDs and DVDs for the sale can be
dropped off at the library through
Sunday, March 10. The Friends can-
not accept cassettes, textbooks,
manuals or encyclopedias. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe

Hypertension Clinic
On Tap at Library

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship nurse will be available at the
Scotch Plains Public Library for blood
pressure checks on Tuesday, March
12, from 10 a.m. to noon. No registra-
tion is required.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township.

Olga diPierro (née Balas) of Red
Bank, N.J., died peacefully on Tues-
day, February 26, 2019, at the age of
87. Daughter of Peter and Mary Balas
(née Vislocky), immi-
grants from Litmanová,
Slovakia, she grew up in
a cold-water flat in lower
Manhattan with her older
brothers, Peter and John.
Nearby, Trinity Church,
through its generosity to
the local immigrant com-
munity, became a sanctu-
ary and a center of grav-
ity for her whole life. Olga
graduated from Washing-
ton Irving High School.
She worked as a civilian
for the U.S. Army at its
Brooklyn Army Base, and
later for American Ex-
press at its headquarters on Broad-
way.

She married Charles Joseph
diPierro of Brooklyn, N.Y., in 1962 at
Trinity Church. They started a family
at their first home in Dyker Heights.

By 1969, she had moved with her
family to Westfield, N.J. There, she
lovingly and tirelessly raised her three
sons, often embarrassing them in front
of their friends with her hilarious,
spontaneous performances and col-
orful language. She also shouldered
the burden of care for her ailing mother
until Mary’s death in 1989. When her
children left for college, she spent
several years as an administrator at
the Union County Medical Society in

New Jersey.
In 2003 she and Charles retired to a

house they designed and built in Brielle,
N.J., to be near their grandchildren

and the beaches she al-
ways enjoyed. She pur-
sued her passions for bak-
ing, knitting, reading and
word games. After her
husband passed in 2013,
she moved to Red Bank,
N.J., where she lived until
her death.

She will be dearly
missed by her sons and
their wives, Charles and
Sara, Milan and
Michelle, and Nicolas
and Alyssa; her grand-
children, Alexa, Christo-
pher, Charles and Mary,
and all who knew her.

Two memorial gatherings will be
held, on Saturday, March 9, at 10
a.m., at the Chapel of All Saints,
Trinity Church Wall Street, 89 Broad-
way, New York, N.Y., and on Sunday,
March 10, at 11 a.m., at the Atrium at
Navesink Harbor, 40 Riverside Av-
enue, Red Bank, N.J.

In lieu of flowers, please consider
donating to these organizations as
Olga did in life:

Trinity Church Wall Street (https:/
/www.trinitywallstreet.org)

Doctors Without Borders (https://
www.doctorswithoutborders.org)

ALS of Greater New York (https:/
/www.als-ny.org).
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Joseph M. Kelley, Jr., Researcher,
VP, R&D, El Paso Polyolefins Co.

Joseph M. Kelley, Jr., 89, died on
Sunday, February 17, 2019.

He was born in Baltimore, Md., on
December 10, 1929 and attended
Loyola College in Maryland, where
he obtained a Bachelor of Science
degree in Chemistry. He then at-
tended Fordham University, where
he obtained Master of Science and
Ph.D. degrees in Chemistry. He also
studied at New York University,
where he was awarded a degree in
Chemical Engineering. In 1955 he
married Margaret Joan Bradish, his
wife of 56 years, in Glendale, Cali-
fornia. In the same year he joined the
Esso Research and Engineering
Company, Chemical Research Divi-
sion as a research chemist in
polyolefins. He moved from New
York City to Cranford, N.J., then to
Westfield, N.J., where he resided for
over 60 years. In 1961 he joined
Rexall Chemical Company to form a
group to do laboratory research and
process development of polyolefins.
The company was a joint venture
between Rexall Drug, the newly
formed chemical company, and El
Paso Natural Gas to develop pro-
cesses for polypropylene and high-
pressure polyethylene, as well as
polystyrene and ABS. As a result of
this research several commercial
polyolefin processes were devel-
oped. The high-pressure polyethyl-
ene process was licensed to Nippon
Oil Company, UBE industries in Ja-
pan and Exxon in the U.S. The
polypropylene process was licensed
to Nigerian Oil Company, Bay In-
dustries, and a Japanese subsidiary
of Exxon. The Rexall laboratories
and high-pressure pilot plant were
established in Paramus, New Jersey.
Commercial high-pressure polyeth-
ylene and polypropylene plants were
built in Odessa, Texas, and an ABS
plant was built in Joliet, Illinois. For
the next decade Dr. Kelley’s time
was spent traveling between Texas,
New Jersey, Illinois and Japan. Tech-
nical support was provided to lic-
ensees in the form of technology
transfer and providing R&D to im-
prove the processes. Dr. Kelley was
promoted to vice-president of R&D
with responsibility for the company’s

Paramus and Odessa R&D laborato-
ries, with the Paramus laboratories
and personnel ultimately being trans-
ferred to Odessa. At this point he
established his own consulting busi-
ness in polyolefin and chlorine diox-
ide chemistry. His initial polyolefin
assignment was with a group from
Detroit Plastic Molding Company to
select and build a polypropylene
plant. The Mitsui process for
polypropylene was selected and the
plant was completed at Marysville,
Michigan, and produced polypropy-
lene at the specification design rates.
He worked with International Diox-
ide in chlorine dioxide chemistry.
He developed a process for a prod-
uct called “stabilized chlorine diox-
ide,” and was co-inventor of a slow
process for producing large quanti-
ties of chlorine dioxide gas by the
reaction of chlorine gas with a solu-
tion of sodium chlorite. International
Dioxide was eventually sold to the
DuPont Co. He holds numerous pat-
ents assigned to Exxon, Dart, Rexall,
International Dioxide and his own
company.

He and his wife enjoyed traveling
and visited over 42 countries and
enjoyed playing golf and tennis. He
was predeceased by his wife, Marga-
ret, in December 2011.

He is survived by his loving children,
James (Janis) Kelley of Massachusetts
and Connecticut, Steven Kelley of New
Jersey and Susan (George) Stevenson
of New York, and four grandchildren
whom he loved dearly, Shannon Kelley,
Gina Kelley, Brendan Stevenson and
Weston Stevenson.

In lieu of flowers, the family
would appreciate any donations to
the Margaret Bradish Endowed
Chemistry Scholarship, Mount St.
Mary’s College, 10 Chester Place,
Los Angeles, CA 90007-2518.

Dr. Kelley and his family would
like to extend special thanks to his
caregiver, Katerina, for her many
years of dedicated service.

Private arrangements are by
Dooley Colonial Funeral Home in
Westfield. For additional informa-
tion or to sign the guestbook, visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.
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Olga diPierro

Madeleine Sanford, 18, Honor Student;
Avid Volunteer, Camper and Counselor
On March 3, 2019, Madeleine

(Maddie) Marie Sanford, 18, died
peacefully at home. Maddie endured
a lot since the diagnosis
of a rare brain tumor in
September 2017. Her last
fight is over and she defi-
nitely won.

Maddie was a creative
and curious young
woman who loved art,
photography, poetry,
movies, NPR, animals,
and the Earth. She was an
avid student of Latin,
anthropology, history and
politics. She was passion-
ate about being a camper
and counselor at Aloha
Camp in Fairlee, Vt.,
where she appreciated the
focus on being one’s best self. She
was a big fan of Charles Darwin, Jane
Goodall, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, and
David Sedaris. One of her favorite
pastimes was to listen to the radio
show The Moth. Maddie volunteered
at the Westfield Library in the
Children’s section and the Miller-
Cory House Museum in Westfield.
She attended FlexSchool and
Westfield High School, from which
she was graduated as a member of the
National Honor Society. She was ac-
cepted to, and will receive an honor-
ary degree from, Reed College in
Portland, Ore. With the help of The
Make-A-Wish Foundation, Maddie
visited the Galápagos Islands in the
summer of 2018, which is considered
one of the world’s foremost destina-
tions for wildlife-viewing. It was truly

a wish come true!
She leaves behind her devoted par-

ents, Alexandra (Richards) Sanford
and Tom Sanford. She is
also survived by, and will
be deeply missed by, her
brother, Christian
Sanford; stepmother,
Jodi Hutchison-Sanford,
of Westfield, N.J.; her
grandmother, Helen F.
Richards of Chappaqua,
N.Y.; her grandfather,
Fred Sanford of Milford,
Conn.; her aunt, Peggy
Richards, and her long-
time partner, Steve
Heffner, of Sun Valley,
Idaho; her uncle, Robert
Richards, and his wife,
Josiane, of Hampstead,

N.C.; her aunt, Marie Sanford of
New York, N.Y., and her stepsiblings,
Elizabeth and Thomas Costello. She
is further survived by many cousins,
family members and friends who
loved her dearly. Maddie is prede-
ceased by her grandmother, Anita
Sanford, and grandfather, Robert H.
Richards.

Visitation is on Wednesday, March
6, from 4 to 8 p.m., at the Higgins
and Bonner Echo Lake Funeral
Home, 582 Springfield Avenue,
Westfield, N.J.

In lieu of flowers, we ask that you
consider a donation to the Aloha Foun-
dation, which runs the summer camp
in Vermont where Maddie spent many
of her happiest days (https://
alohafoundation.org/).
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Dr. Bruce L. Malcolm, Sr., Practiced
Dentistry In Westfield For 40 Years

Dr. Bruce Leslie Malcolm, Sr., 94,
husband of Diana Jeanne Muschert
Malcolm, of 205 Bud Nalley Drive,
Easley, S.C., passed away on Tues-
day, February 26, 2019, at his home.

A native of Elizabeth, N.J., Dr.
Malcolm was the son of the late Tal-
bot M. Malcolm, Sr. and Margaret
Elizabeth Richart Malcolm. He was a
veteran of the U.S. Army, having
served in World War II. Dr. Malcolm
practiced dentistry for 40 years in
Westfield, N.J. He was a Past Master
of Atlas Pythagoras Masonic Lodge
and Crescent Shrine Temple in Tren-
ton, N.J. Dr. Malcolm was a member
of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, N.J.

In addition to his wife, Dr. Malcolm
is survived by his son, Bruce L.

Malcolm, Jr. of Vero Beach, Fla.;
daughters, Kate Malcolm of Phoe-
nix, Ariz., Bonnie Chizmadia of Patel,
Tex., and Laurie Tillinghast of Ply-
mouth, Mass.; extended family, Ed-
ward Gleadall of Loganville, Ga.,
and Danielle Reed of Roselle Park,
N.J.; sister, Margaret Smith of
Chestertown, Md.; five grandchildren
and six great-grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at
3 p.m. on Wednesday, March 13,
2019, at the Foothills Community
Chapel in Easley, S.C. Interment will
be held at a later date in New Jersey.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may
be made to Shriners Hospitals for
Children-Greenville, 950 West Faris
Road, Greenville, S.C. 29605.
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Madeleine M. Sanford

Zero-Waste Economy
To Be Topic Tonight

WESTFIELD — The Network for
Responsible Public Policy and
Westfield High School will sponsor
“Handling Our Trash: Getting To A
Circular Carbon Economy” this
evening, Thursday, March 7, from
7:30 to 9:30 p.m., at the high school.
Doors open at 7 p.m. Westfield High
School is located at 550 Dorian Road.

The director of Rutgers University’s
nationally-recognized EcoComplex,
a center of innovation that moves
clean energy inventions from the lab
to the marketplace, will speak on how
to develop a zero-waste economy at
Westfield High School.

Serpil Guran, Ph.D., is one of three
experts who will participate in the
forum. The other speakers are Mat-
thew Civello, a member of the Man-
hattan Solid Waste Advisory Board,
and Amanda Nesheiwat, environ-
mental director and recycling coor-
dinator for Secaucus, who will serve
as moderator. The forum is free, but
a donation of $10 (tax-deductible) is
suggested. Interested persons are
asked to RSVP at nfrpp.org.
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HOME AND HEARTH...The Miller-Cory House Museum in Westfield will
recall 18th-century winter “weeks of want” this Sunday, March 10, between 2
and 4 p.m. Visitors will learn how colonial families managed meals during this
lean time of the year. The program will include tours of the museum plus
preparation of typical late-winter dishes over the open hearth.

Local Museum to Spotlight
Colonial-Era Winter Meals

WESTFIELD — Pickled pork,
dried beans and cornmeal mush...the
last weeks of winter brought a very
monotonous diet to the colonial farm
family. Fresh fruits and vegetables
were unavailable year round, and
hunting was difficult in harsh weather.
The green sprouts of spring seemed
far away.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
invites visitors to learn all about the
way the colonists managed their meals
through food preservation over these
long days, described as “weeks of
want,” this Sunday, March 10, be-
tween 2 and 4 p.m.

The museum’s colonial cooking
specialists will provide a look at this
time as they prepare typical late-win-
ter dishes over the open hearth. Mu-
seum tours will be included. The mu-
seum is located at 614 Mountain Av-
enue, Westfield. Admission is $4 for
ages 13 and older; $3 for ages 3 to 12
and free for those age 2 and younger.
No reservations are necessary.

Upcoming Sunday programs at the
museum include “Maple Sugar Sun-
day” on March 31; “The Symbols and
Traditions of Easter” on April 7, and
the annual “Sheep to Shawl Festival”
on April 28.

The Miller-Cory House Museum,
a fully restored and furnished farm-
house built in 1740, is a nationally-
recognized living history museum.
It is listed on both the State and
National Registers of Historic
Places and as a site on the New
Jersey Women’s Heritage Trail. The
museum is available for tours for
school and other community groups
during the week as well as for Scout
troops after school on weekdays.
Special programs also may be ar-
ranged on site for schools and other
groups. For more information, visit
the museum’s Facebook page, call
the office weekday mornings at
(908) 232-1776 or email
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
The website is millercoryhouse.org.

Photo courtesy of Susan M. Dougherty
SPIRITUALITY AND SONG...The Presbyterian Church in Westfield will present
a service featuring special music, including Requiem by Gabriel Fauré, to honor
the Lenten season. The service is scheduled for this Sunday, March 10, at 1 p.m.,
in the main sanctuary of the church. Pictured is the Chancel Choir of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

PCW to Perform Fauré’s
Requiem This Sunday

WESTFIELD — The choir and
congregation of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield (PCW) invite the
community at large to a service featur-
ing special music, including Requiem
by Gabriel Fauré, that will help usher
in the Lenten season. The service is
scheduled for this Sunday, March 10,
at 1 p.m. It will take place in the main
sanctuary of the church, located at 140
Mountain Avenue, Westfield.

Fauré wrote of his Requiem, which
was first presented in 1888, “Every-
thing I managed to entertain by way
of religious illusion I put into my

Requiem, which moreover is domi-
nated from beginning to end by a very
human feeling of faith in eternal rest.”

Soloists for this performance in-
clude bass Donald Boos, baritone
Louis Francz and soprano Cassandra
Marie Lambros. It is accompanied by
an ensemble of organ and strings, and
will be conducted by Paul Sanner,
organist and music director of PCW.

The event is free and open to the
public. Accessible parking is located
on the premises. For more informa-
tion, call the church at (908) 233-
0301.

Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong. 

Sometimes it’s letting go.

Westfield • Summit • Red Bank • New York • Philadelphia
lindabury.com

With more than 60 years of service within the communities in which we live and work, 

our family law attorneys have the resources and experience to guide you through the 

complex process of divorce.

Divorce • Child Support • Alimony • Custody • Children with Special Needs 

Post-judgment Modifications • Retirement & Pension • Relocation

James McGlew II, Esq. 

908.233.6800

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
1044 Route 22 W.  Ste. 2  Mountainside, NJ  07092   (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.

‘Inspirations Mass’ to Begin
On Saturday at St. Paul’s

WESTFIELD — St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church will launch a new
weekly service, called “Inspirations
Mass,” that weaves the songs of great
popular artists into worship. Begin-
ning this Saturday, March 9, at 5 p.m.,
these services will include a lively
message, Holy Communion and songs
that people can use to spark their
prayer and contemplation.

“God is alive and active in all good
human endeavors and speaks through
our culture, sometimes in the ques-
tions and insights of spiritual seekers,”
said the Reverend Duncan Johnston,
D.Min., rector of St. Paul’s Church.
“We hope that many people who see
themselves as on a spiritual journey,
but who find conventional church ser-
vices too remote, will experience this
as a place where they can grow.

“There are many in our community
who feel that the Church no longer
meets them where they are. ‘Inspira-
tions Mass’ is a venue for questions,
acceptance, and honoring where
people are at,” he added.

Once a month “Inspirations Mass”
will feature the work of a single artist.
Bob Dylan will be the focus on March
9. U2, Bruce Springsteen, Aretha
Franklin and Johnny Cash will all be
featured in coming months.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is lo-
cated at 414 East Broad Street,
Westfield. It is one of the largest
parishes in the Diocese of New Jersey
with more than 1,300 members. Un-

der the Reverend Johnston, the Sun-
day school and youth programs are
active and vital ministries.

Church services are extensive at St.
Paul’s, with the Eucharist celebrated
at least three days a week, plus a
healing service offered on Thursdays.
Holy days are celebrated as well.
Morning Prayer is said Monday
through Friday. Music is an integral
part of St. Paul’s, with a choir of men
and women supplemented by profes-
sional singers. The church also houses
St. Paul’s Day School, which cur-
rently serves more than 240 students
ages 2 through 6.

Literacy New Jersey
Seeks ESL Tutors

AREA — Literacy New Jersey
Union County is looking for people
to become volunteer tutors for the
long list of adult English as a Second
Language students waiting to learn
English. Tutors will learn strategies
and techniques for working with adults
and be supplied with the necessary
books, materials and curriculum to
help their students.

A two-night training program will
be offered on Tuesday, March 19, and
Thursday, March 21, from 6:30 to 9
p.m. Training will take place at 121-
125 Chestnut Street, Roselle. To reg-
ister, call (908) 486-1777 or email
nlama@literacynj.org. There is a reg-
istration fee of $45.

TWO WESTFIELDS MEET...At the New Jersey District Kiwanis Mid-Winter
Conference, members of the Kiwanis Club of Greater Westfield were surprised to
hear there were others there from Westfield — Westfield, Mass., that is. From left,
New Jersey club youth liaison Susan Dougherty and New Jersey club treasurer
Brian Dwelle meet Geana Delisle, secretary of the Westfield, Mass. club, and her
husband, George Delisle, Kiwanis International trustee, the featured speaker of
the day-long conference that was held at Mercer County College in mid-February.
The Westfield club is the adult group that sponsors the Westfield High School Key
Club, a service-oriented organization. For information about the Kiwanis Club,
contact John-Michael Jones at grayfdir@gmail.com.

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

Wednesday Morning Club
Offers March Activities

Cranford Rec. Posts
Spring/Summer Reg.
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Recreation and Parks Department has
announced that registration for Spring
and Summer programs will begin on
Wednesday, March 13, at 10 a.m.

The department’s Spring/Summer
brochure, which lists all programs,
will be mailed to Cranford residents
and also may be viewed online at
cranfordnj.org/recreation-parks or
by following the department on
Facebook at facebook.com/
CranfordRecreationAndParks.

All programs are for Cranford resi-
dents only.

The recreation and parks depart-
ment strongly encourages that regis-
tration for all classes be done online
through Community Pass. Online reg-
istration will enable individuals to
register 24 hours a day, seven days a
week; to make payment by credit
card and to receive the latest program
updates as they occur through their
account. Participants may access their
existing account or create a new ac-
count by visiting https://
register.communitypass.net/cranford.
Those needing assistance to register
online or who have any other ques-
tions are invited to stop by the recre-
ation and parks department or to call
(908) 709-7283.

CRANFORD — The month of
March will offer members of the
Wednesday Morning Club many op-
portunities to learn from others through
various activities.

The Public Affairs Department will
meet on Wednesday, March 13, at 1
p.m., at the home of Barbara Jackson.
The guest speaker will tell attendees
about the special holidays celebrated
by members of the Muslim faith
throughout the year. Those planning
to attend are asked to call Barbara.

The Arts and Crafts Department
will meet on Tuesday, March 19, at
10 a.m., at the Cranford Community
Center. The theme will be “Arts and
Crafts Choice.” Members are encour-
aged to bring any project that they are
working on or to continue their quilt-
ing project. The Community Center
is located at 220 Walnut Avenue.

The club luncheon will take place on
Wednesday, March 20, at 12:30 p.m., at
Giovanna’s Restaurant, located at 1462
South Avenue, Plainfield. Club mem-
ber Edie Coogan will speak about
Raphael’s Life House, which is cel-
ebrating its 25th year. Raphael’s Life

House provides shelter and supportive
services to homeless young women
during pregnancy and while caring for
their babies. To make a reservation,
contact Jane Reilly. The cost is $22.

The Literature Department will meet
on Monday, March 25, at 1 p.m., at the
home of Joan McTeigue. She will lead
participants in a discussion of “Alter-
nate Sides” by Anna Quindlen. Inter-
ested persons are asked to call Ms.
McTeigue if planning to attend.

The April business meeting will take
place on Wednesday, April 3, at 10
a.m., at the Cranford Community Cen-
ter. Co-Presidents Sue Driscoll and
Marie Mastorakis will welcome guest
speaker Brian Campbell. A vice-presi-
dent/Investor Relations at Wiley, a glo-
bal research and education company,
he was named one of “New Jersey’s
Irish American Leaders” 2016-2018.
He will discuss his grandfather, George
Bell, who was born in County Mayo,
Ireland. George Bell was an Irish Free-
dom Fighter and an immigrant to
America. The public is invited.

Members are reminded to bring non-
perishable food items to club meetings
to be donated to the food bank.

For more information about the
Wednesday Morning Club, contact
Co-Vice Presidents Carol Moran at
(908) 233-5635 or by email at
caromm@comcast.net or Sandi
Jacobs at (908) 317-5256 or by email
at sandij301@gmail.com.
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Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

     FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM

CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

(908) 233-5555

Jean Marie Morgan
Sales Associate, International President's Elite
2018 NJ Realtors® Circle of Excellence

Sales Award® Platinum
Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

Direct Line: 908-279-4441

151 Effingham Place, Westfield Offered for $930,000
Welcome home to this spectacular center hall colonial nestled on beautifully landscaped property in the highly desirable
Franklin School district close to Westfield’s award winning Downtown. This home has been renovated to perfection for
today's lifestyle with an elegant & spacious floor plan that’s ideal for entertaining. The first floor has a gracious entry foyer
and boasts gleaming hardwood floors throughout. Entertain with ease in the living room with charming brick mantle and
wood burning fireplace as well as in the large formal dining room. The eat in kitchen is outfitted with all newer appliances
including a Viking Professional series stainless oven and refrigerator, a Bosch paneled dishwasher, granite countertops
and custom ceiling height white cabinets. The powder room and sunroom/playroom complete the first floor. The upper
levels boast 5 generous sized bedrooms and 3 full baths. The lower level has a fantastic rec room as well as a convenient
laundry room and ample storage. Sit back & relax on the oversized deck overlooking the private, professionally landscaped
yard. Conveniently located in a prime location close to everything, this is the ideal place to call home!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 10th • 1-3PM

BLUE DEVILS MILLER (182-LBS), HOERLE (120-LBS) WIN 3 BOUTS; COUGAR BENCIVENGA (152-LBS) WINS 3 BOUTS

Composto Grabs Third at NJSIAA Wrestling Championship
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School junior CJ
Composto, competing in his third
NJSIAA Championship, had designs
to improve upon his fifth-place finish
from last year at 106-lbs. And he did!
But he did have concerns jumping up
to the 126-lb class this year; however,
the fear factor vanished when he de-
feated second-seeded Joey Olivieri
(last year’s 106-lb champion) of
Hanover Park, 4-3, to place third at
Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City (AC)
on March 2. Additionally, AC hosted
the first ever NJSIAA girls wrestling
championship.

“That kid was also 106 last year, so
I just love how two kids go up 20
pounds and they are wrestling for the
third and fourth place match at a state
tournament. It’s just going to show
people that you shouldn’t be afraid to

gain weight,” Composto expressed.
“Up two from last year [3rd place]!
Next year two more.”

Composto, who picked up his 100th
career victory in the first round of the
Region 4 Tournament the previous
week, was seeded fourth and began
his journey by pinning Jacob
Glantzman (Wall) in 3:01. His next
bout took only 23 seconds when he
clamped Geno Duca (Paulsboro) in a
standing cradle and gently lowered
him to the mat.

Composto’s quarterfinal bout with
Nick Cabanillas (DePaul) began in a
similar fashion when he wrapped him
in a standing cradle and got back
points with an arm bar. Cabanillas
survived but Composto was holding
a commanding 9-0 lead in the second
period.

“That was nice to get but he did a
good job knowing that was coming

but I ended up getting back points
with my bar anyway,” Composto com-
mented.

Composto then eased up a bit.
Cabanillas would add a pair of es-
capes and two takedowns but
Composto secured a 10-6 decision to
advance to the semifinals and to in-
sure, at least, a sixth place finish.

“I could have been a little more
offensive in that third period but I
think I did a good job. That gets a lot
of weight off my shoulders because
coming into the season during the off-
season I wanted to go up a bunch of
weight. People were telling me that’s
not the best but me winning that match
proved to me that this is the weight
that I belong at,” Composto said.

Facing top-seeded Bergen
Catholic’s Rob Howard, ranked sec-
ond nationally [IntermatWrestle] at
the time and having committed to

Penn State, Composto wrestled well
but lost 8-3. Next would be his fourth
showdown with Roselle Park Panther
Eddie Hummel, whom he had beaten
twice and lost once. This time
Composto pinned Hummel in 4:57
with an arm bar to advance to the
third/fourth bout to face Olivieri.

“It was an arm bar. I did that in the
quarterfinals too. The quarterfinals
gave me that confidence that I could
turn good kids with bars. That was

definitely great for me to get the last
win. I beat him before but I think this
really showed what kind of wrestler I
am and how I can compete,”
Composto emphasized.

The bout began with Olivieri scoop-
ing an ankle and getting a single-leg
takedown. Composto escaped and
managed to fight off another single-
leg lift attempt. In the second period,
Composto escaped to tie the score, 2-
2, then managed to fight off another

single-leg lift. Olivieri escaped in the
third. Composto attempted two duck
under to double takedowns then made
good on the third one to grab a 4-3
victory and third place. Composto
boosted his season record to 35-2 and
career record to 107-10.

“That first period takedown could
have been the best thing to happen to
me. When he got that takedown and I
got that escape right away, I came

TORETTA 6 ASST, 11 PTS, McCAFFEY 14 PT; PRINGLE 9 RB

Lady Cougars Silence Snyder
In Sectional Basketball, 48-37

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Accuracy with passing to find the
open player and nearly total control
of the boards forged a wide open
pathway to a 48-37 victory by the
eighth-seeded Cranford High School
girls basketball team over the ninth-
seeded Snyder Tigers in the first round
of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 Tournament at Cranford High
School on February 26. All but 10 of
the 11-13 Cougars’ points were set up
by way of assists.

Cougar senior guard Gianna
Toretta, who scored 11 points and had
a pair of steals, dished out six of those
assists and seniors Olivia Speer (5
points, 2 steals) and Lauren
Williamson (6 points, 2 rebounds,
block, tipped pass, steal) contributed
four assists and three assists, respec-

tively. One of their primary targets
turned out to be sophomore guard
Elizabeth McCaffery, who scored 11
of her game-high 14 points in the
second half.

“Our coach always says look down
the floor when you get rebounds to
see who is always open because most
of the teams are not back on defense,”
Toretta said.

“Like Gianna was saying, in prac-
tice we do the drills to make us push
the ball up the floor and all four years
that I’ve played I just love looking up
the floor for Lauren [Williamson],
especially, because she was always
there. Today Liz was the one. We
know if we are close to getting a shot,
we got to run right down and it [pass]
will always be there. It always is. We
get lucky I guess,” Speer expressed.

“I feel like the goal is to move down

the floor quickly and look for who is
open. Our ball movement was really
on and we just kept cutting and mov-
ing around,” McCaffery added.

“Gianna is really good at that. They
did a really great job of creating things
for other people. We have been work-
ing a lot on driving and kicking, draw-
ing the defenders to us to open up
other people and it really worked to-
day,” said Cougar Head Coach Jackie
Dyer, who added, “Those crosscourt
passes are a little scary. Usually I am
‘Ahhh’, but we have been doing a
much better job of ball faking then
drawing the other team in so we can
pass it up the floor.”

Senior forward KC Pringle handled
duties underneath the boards very
well, pulling nine rebounds and add-
ing two assists, two blocks and two

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING DOWN WITH A CRADLE...Blue Devil CJ Composto, top, works to clamp DePaul’s Nicky Cabanillas in a cradle
during the 126-lb quarterfinal round. Composto defeated Cabanillas, 10-6, and went on to place third at the NJSIAA
Wrestling Championships at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City on March 2.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCRAMBLING FOR CONTROL...Blue Devil Luke Hoerle, right,  tries to win a scramble in his bout with Nico Messina of
Freehold Boro. in his 120-lb pre-quarterfinal bout. Hoerle won three bouts but came up one shy of placing in the Top-8.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GREAT GAME ALL AROUND...Cougar Gianna Toretta, right, scored 11 points, dished out six assists, grabbed six
rebounds and had two steals in the 48-37, North 2, Group 3 Tournament victory over Snyder in Cranford on February 26.

See Westfield Ice Hockey
Wrap-up Next Week
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Cougars Silence Snyder in Section Basketball
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

CROWLEY NETS 16 POINTS, 5 ASST; ROONEY 13 POINTS

Blue Devils Fall to Warriors
In Boys Basketball Semi, 54-50

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
basketball team saw its season end
after a 54-50 loss to Watchung Hills
in a North Jersey, Section 2 Group IV
NJSIAA Tournament First Round
game played on February 25 at
Watchung Hills High School. Chad
Martini, Pat Stefurak and Michael
Bressler each scored 12 points to lead
a balanced Watchung Hills offense.
Martini, a 6’6” forward also hauled in
15 rebounds for the fourth-seeded
Warriors.

“We had just played in the county
championship on Saturday and to
come back in only two days having to
play a talented, solid team like
Westfield was a concern,” said
Watchung Hills Head Coach Justin
Salton. “They have two really tal-
ented guards in Crowley and Rooney
and then all the other guys they can
rotate in at you. They play hard and
their coach keeps them fired up, so
that combined with a short turn around
made this game a real challenge.”

The two evenly matched teams
played a back-and-forth first half,
exchanging leads 10 times before
Watchung Hills headed into the break
with a 23-22 advantage. The biggest
lead held by either team in the first
half was six points after Sebastian
Ferrero drained a 3-pointer to make it
16-10 Blue Devils with five minutes
left in the second quarter.

Watchung Hills (22-6) came out in
the third quarter and went on a 10-4
run to help extend its lead to 33-26
midway through the period. The War-
riors never relinquished that lead,
fending off all Blue Devil attempts to
overtake them.

“I don’t know if I’d say it got away
from us,” said Westfield Head Coach
Jim McKeon. “We executed our game

plan as they did too. They are just a
very good team. There are reasons
why they’ve won twenty plus games
the last several seasons. They take
care of the basketball. They’ve got
big guys that can do a lot of things for
them and they’ve got a great point
guard. We lost to the better team to-
night. They just made a couple of
more plays than we did.”

Westfield, seeded at 13, played
evenly against Watchung Hills in most
aspects throughout the game. But the
Warriors had one significant advan-
tage in the form of Martini, who aver-
ages 10.7 points per game and 11.5
rebounds.

“You have to game plan for number
21 because of his size and his
athleticism,” said McKeon. “He is
the biggest guy on the floor. He got to
the rim a couple of times. He is dis-
ruptive. You have to know where he is
at all times. He grabs rebounds. He
blocks shots.”

Early on it looked like Martini
would single handedly take care of
Westfield as he scored his team’s first
six points of the game in less than
three minutes. The Blue Devils held
him in check for much of the rest of
the game but he still managed to pull
down 15 boards.

“Chad is a really good player with
a very high basketball IQ,” said Salton.
“Coming into the season he viewed
himself as a football first kid but we
really think he can be a basketball
first guy. With his size and ability he
has a really good chance to be a Divi-
sion I basketball player. He presents a
lot of match-up problems for the op-
ponent. He is a phenomenal passer
and he does a really good job around
the rim with rebounds and finishing.”

Westfield pulled to within four, at
36-32, after a Jake Walsh three-point
shot with just over a minute remain-

ing in the third quarter. But Watchung
Hills extended back to an eight-point
advantage early in the fourth quarter.
Westfield cut the lead to three points,
at 43-40, after a Crowley lay-up with
2:44 left in the game. Crowley would
miss a jumper 20 seconds later that
could have cut the lead to two points.

“Listen, we scored 50 points,” said
McKeon. “That is the goal we start
out with every night. I think there may
have been points where we got a little
complacent and settled for one-on-
one opportunities more than looking
for the open man but overall I thought
we shared the ball pretty well. We
missed some wide open jump shots in
the second quarter that kind of put us
in chase mode. If we make a few of
those we are probably up five or six
points going into the half and it
changes the complexion of the game.”

In the final two minutes, Westfield
went to a trapping style defense in an
effort to create turnovers. But
Watchung Hills moved the ball around
crisply resulting in a pair of lay-ups
that kept the Blue Devils in their rear
view mirror for good.

“That is why we didn’t do that more,”
said Mc Keon. “They handle that very
well. They move the ball exceptionally
well and they are in the spots that they
are supposed to occupy.”

Crowley scored 16 points and
dished out five assists in defeat for
Westfield. Teammate Griffin Rooney
chipped in with 13 points.

Westfield finished the season with
a 10-15 mark. They graduate a hand-
ful of seniors, including Crowley, but
should be very well stocked for next
season. Watchung Hills was set to
move on and host number 12 seed
Piscataway in the second round of the
tournament.
Westfield   9 13 10 18 50
Watchung Hills 10 13 15 16 54

GOFF SCORES 9 PTS; RUKA 7 PTS, 10 RB; CARREA 7 PTS

Colonia Stops Cougars, 56-36,
In North 2, Group 3 Basketball

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fourth seeded Colonia left little
doubt that they are a contender for the
state tournament title during a 56-36
victory over 13th-seeded Cranford.
The game was played on February 26
at Colonia High School and was a
first round match-up in the NJSIAA
North Jersey, Section 2, Group III
boys’ state playoffs. The host Patriots
were led by senior standout Chad
Baker who scored 18 points and
grabbed 10 rebounds.

Colonia took the lead for good on a
post-up basket by Baker that gave the
home team a 10-9 lead with 2:45
remaining in the first quarter. A three-
point basket by Luke Valeriano fol-
lowed as the Patriots closed out the
opening quarter with a 14-9 lead.

Cranford stayed within hailing dis-
tance throughout the second quarter.
Hunter Goff’s three-point basket with
just over two minutes to play pulled
the Cougars to within six, at 29-23, a
score that would hold until the half-
time break. Defense dominated in the
third quarter with each team able to
connect on just one field goal.
Cranford’s only basket in the third
quarter came on a hook shot by Jer-
emy Ruka just 15 seconds into the
period. The Patriots outscored
Cranford 7-3 in the quarter on the
strength of five free throws.

“Going in we knew they (Cranford)
could make some tough shots,” said
Colonia Head Coach Jose Rodriguez.
“But we’ve done this several times
this season where we’ve been able to
hold teams to single digits in quarters.
Tonight we had the third quarter where
we held them to three points but also
they only scored thirteen points total
in the second half. It is something we
expect out of our guys.”

Trailing 36-26 entering the final
quarter, Cranford still had a chance to
make a game of it. But the Cougars
were done in by their own mistakes.
During a critical stretch early in the
period, the Cougar offense turned the
ball over on five straight possessions.
Every turnover came in the form of an

errant pass that sailed out of bounds.
“Colonia did a nice job of putting

pressure on us and switching up de-
fenses,” said Cranford Head Coach
Sean Trotter. “I think since we were
losing at the time, our players got a
little skittish and started to rush on
offense a bit. We tried to force some
passes instead of being patient and
battling back in the game one posses-
sion at a time. Colonia is an experi-
enced, good team that made plays
when it mattered on the offensive and
defensive side of the ball.”

There was little doubt that Colonia’s
increase in intensity came at a critical
time in the contest.

“The key factor for us was when we
started to play a little bit more of an up
tempo defense,” said Rodriguez. “We
had the chance to run some traps and
got some deflections. That put us in a
position to get some points on the
board and that was something we
emphasized going into the game.”

The Patriots were able to extend
their 10-point lead to 19 as Cranford
struggled to get shots off. Leading 51-
33, Baker put the exclamation point
on the victory for Colonia with a slam
dunk that made it 53-33 with just
under three minutes remaining.
Valeriano scored his 1,000th career
point on a free throw late in the third
quarter which gave the Patriot fans
another reason to go into celebration
mode. Valeriano scored 14 points on
the night

“Luke is a guy who can do a lot of
things for us and he has throughout
the course of the season,” said
Rodriguez. “He can score thirty points

for you or he can settle into the back-
ground while someone else scores.
Between him and Chad Baker, it is
kind of like a Batman and Robin thing
where if one is on top of his game the
other is willing to be his sidekick.”

Goff led Cranford with nine points.
Ruka added seven points and pulled
down 10 rebounds. Joe Carrea tallied
seven points as well. Cranford gradu-
ates four seniors from this team: Ruka,
Kevin Donovan, Goff and Gaven
Bridgman.

“It was a tough ending but Colonia
is a very good team,” said Trotter.
“This group worked so hard and re-
ally accomplished a lot even though it
is not seen in our record. They took
this program into the direction that
we want it to be going. They battled in
every game this year no matter the
opponent. This group made my tran-
sition to head coach very easy and I
thank them for coming in every single
day ready to get better. They got bet-
ter every day and were a much better
team at the end of the year, than we
were in the beginning which is all that
I asked of them.”

Colonia would host fifth seeded
Snyder in the second round of the
playoffs.
Cranford   9 14   3 10 36
Colonia 14 15   7 20 56
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points.
“It wasn’t my best game and when-

ever I don’t have a good game, I work
on the rebounds because that’s all I
can do. I was just focusing on getting
the rebounds today and getting my
teammates the ball,” Pringle answered
humbly. “It’s good to get a rebound
and contribute that way and get it to
people, who can make those outside
shots and having their shots fall in.
Liz had literally 10 points in two
minutes.”

Toretta was also wicked under the

boards and pulled six rebounds.
“As a small guard, I always see the

small openings on the floor and know
where the ball is going to go once it
releases off the hands. And I got some
openings today to get the rebound and
put it back up or pass it to Lizzy,”
Toretta said.

Speer came through with six re-
bounds also.

“Sometimes in the beginning of the
game my shot was not falling, so I
really put my anger towards going for
the rebound. I can use my strength

and go for it and it worked for me
today,” Speer explained.

Williamson assumed the task of
hounding Tiger Danielle Alston and
did very well limiting her to just three
points. Carissa Reyes led the 14-11
Tigers with 10 points and teammates
Ava Myskowski and Heilah Ortiz each
netted eight points. Najah Abrams
scored six points.

What seemed to keep the Tigers
even close in the game was their free
throw shooting, hitting 11 of 13 in the
first three quarters, although they fal-
tered somewhat in the fourth quarter
sinking just three of eight to finish 14-
for-21 for 67 percent.

“We got a lot of fouls called against
us. It happens and the other team
made their foul shots,” Coach Dyer
commented.

The strategy of the Cougars in the
first quarter consisted of mostly long
and, fortunately for them, accurate
passes to an open teammate. All 12 of
the Cougars’ points came by way of
assists and this time Toretta was a
recipient of two of them when she
banged a pair of 3-pointers. With re-
spective inside assists from
Williamson and Speer, senior forward
Meghan Santarelli rolled in two lay-
ups. Toretta assisted Williamson on
the final two points of the quarter.
Reyes scored six of the Tigers’ eight
points.

Assists on inside cuts seemed to be
the Cougars’ choice in the second
quarter until McCaffery entered the
game and sank the first of her two 3-
pointers. The Cougars won the quar-
ter, 9-8, to lead 21-16 at the half.

The score between the two teams
widened when Speer opened the third
quarter with a 3-pointer, Pringle rolled
in a lay-up and Speer added a put-back
to give the Cougars a 28-16 lead. The
Tigers answered with a five-point run
then Toretta hit her third 3-pointer
prompting a timeout with 3:59 left in
the quarter. With five successful free
throws, the Tigers cut the lead to 31-27
then Katy Wheatly (4 points, 3 re-
bounds) hit for two points and
McCaffery added four more points on
respective assists from Pringle and
Kirsten Williams (2 points, 4 rebounds,
took a charge) to put Cranford on top,
37-27, entering the fourth quarter.

McCaffery, on an assist from
Toretta, found herself in the right spot
to open the fourth quarter with a 3-
pointer. Midway through the quarter
Toretta grabbed a defensive rebound,
spotted McCaffery way down court,
fired a long pass to her, resulting in
another two points and a 44-30
Cranford lead. As time was running
down, Williamson assisted McCaffery
on her seventh point of the quarter.

“I feel like we focused on the small
things and together we worked as a
team. We had selfless passes and we
looked for someone else to do some-
thing,” McCaffery said.

“They worked really hard. They
worked together as a team. They
worked hard on defense. They did
really good things,” Coach Dyer said.

Next for the Cougars would be a
match-up with top-seeded Chatham
on February 28.
Snyder   8   8 11 10 37
Cranford 12   9 16 11 48

Chatham Tops Cougars
In Sectionals, 51-31

The top-seeded Chatham High
School girls basketball team defeated
the eighth-seeded Cranford Cougars,
51-31,in a Cougars-verses-Cougars
match-up in Chatham on February
28. Michaela Ford with 14 points and
Shannon Donohoe with 10 points led
Chatham, while Maddie Hartnett and
Olivia Mathern each netted eight
points and Tess Ford contributed
seven points.

Gianna Toretta lead Cranford with
eight points, including a pair of 3-
pointers. Senior Lauren Williamson
also had eight points with one 3-
pointer. Elizabeth McCaffery and
Meghan Santarelli each nailed a 3-
pointer and KC Pringle put in five
points, including a 3-pointer. Olivia
Speer and Ellie Rokicki each added
two points.

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SMOTHERING THE LOOSE BALL...Cougar Kevin Donovan, floor, smothers a loose ball in the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 game against the fourth-seeded Colonia Patriots in Colonia on February 26. The Patriots won 56-36.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PINCHED BETWEEN TIGERS...Cougar Elizabeth McCaffery, center, gets pinched between two Tigers in the North 2,
Group 3 game against Snyder. McCaffery led all scorers with 14 points, which included a pair of 3-pointers.
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Composto Grabs 3rd at NJSIAA Mat Tourney
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LISANTI 15 PT; KLAG 11 RB; ‘STRAV’, ‘DOBO’ 10 RB EACH

Lady Blue Devils Dim Edison’s
Lights in Section Hoops, 49-45

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Clutch fourth-quarter plays not from
one or two Blue Devils but from ev-
ery girl on the court catapulted the
third-seeded Westfield High School
girls basketball team from a 28-19,
halftime deficit to a 49-45 victory
over the sixth-seeded Edison Eagles
in the quarterfinal round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tourna-
ment at Westfield High School on
February 27.

Timing seemed to be everything in
that dramatic fourth quarter that be-
gan with a foul on junior guard Ali
Lisanti while she was attempting a 3-
point shot. Lisanti sank all three of her

free throws, which would be a harbin-
ger of things to come as the 18-8 Blue
Devils would go on to sink 11 of 14
from the line in the quarter. Junior
Faith Dobosiewicz would go 4-for-4
from the line and her first two that
would knot the score, 40-40, came
after she created a steal and was fouled.

After sophomore guard Caroline
Dwyer (6 points, assist, steal) sank
her first free throw and missed her
second one with less than 30 seconds
remaining in the game, freshman
Grace Klag grabbed the rebound and
quickly passed to Dobosiewicz, who
was promptly fouled. She sank both
free throws to give the Blue Devils a
47-42 lead then Dwyer was fouled

with just a few seconds on the clock
and turned out the lights on Edison
when she hit both free throws.

Additionally in the fourth quarter,
Lisanti, who finished with a team-
high 15 points, including four 3-point-
ers, would sink a pair of 3-pointers off
respective crafty assists from
Dobosiewicz and Charlotte Dursee
(5 points, steal), who drove the
baseline to set up the shot.

Lisanti commented on her success
with 3-pointers, “In the beginning of
the game, I wasn’t feeling it then I
made two. In the second half, again I
wasn’t feeling it then I started shoot-
ing really well. My teammates were
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back pushing because I knew I was
down. So I was pushing for five min-
utes. Eventually you saw in the third,
he couldn’t keep up with the pace,”
explained Composto, who added, “I

knew he had a good front head and
heavy hips, so I didn’t really want to
get underneath with a single. So I
knew duck-unders or doubles were
going to be my options to score and I

ended up getting the double.”
Seeded seventh at 120-lbs, Blue

Devil junior Luke Hoerle defeated
Andrew Aromando (Cherokee), 7-2,
then after leading Nico Messino (Free-
hold), 3-0, yielded a takedown in the
final seconds of the second period
then lost a scramble in the third to be
on the short side of a 4-3 decision.
Hoerle beat Connor Robinson (North
Hunterdon), 7-2, then pinned Colton
Washleski (Hunterdon Central) in 37
seconds before being stopped one
short of the placement (top-8) round
by McKenzie Bell (Kingsway), 5-2.
Bell ended up placing fourth.

Blue Devil senior Tim Miller,
seeded 20th at 182-lbs, was quite
impressive in his opening win over
13th-seeded Derek Rooney
(Randolph). Miller began with a head-
and-arm takedown and a two-point
nearfall. He added another three-point
nearfall then pinned Rooney with a
far-leg-to-back maneuver in 3:06.

“I went out there with high nerves
being the first time. But I realized that
every kid here is beatable and I really
opened up out there and took it to that
kid,” Miller said.

In the pre-quarterfinal round, Miller
lost, 7-2, to Santino Morina
(Paulsboro), who ended up placing
third.

“That’s one of the best kids I will
face in this tournament. I felt like I
was competing out there but after that
loss, I just have to keep looking for-
ward,” Miller said.

In the second-round wrestleback,
Miller exercised a pair of head-and-
arm takedowns to beat Kal-El Corbitt
(Oakcrest), 5-2.

“Right from the beginning of the
match I could tell that he couldn’t do
much to defend that. The front head-
lock. I stayed in my position where I
was strong. I think doing that didn’t
give him a lot of opportunities to
score,” Miller explained.

Next, Miller defeated Luke
Dignazio (West Essex), 4-3, and
needed just one more victory to reach
the placement round. Unfortunately
he lost to Kieran Calvetti (Delbarton),
who placed sixth.

Cougar senior AJ Bencivenga (152-
lbs) was all over Noah Fox (Montville)
in his opening round and recorded a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNING THREE AT 182-LBS...Blue Devil Tim Miller, working a hammer lock
on Kal-El Corbitt (Oakcrest) won three bouts at the NJSIAA Championships.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNING THREE AT 152-LBS...Cougar AJ Bencivenga, left, won a wild 15-13
bout over Luke McFadden of DePaul at 152-lbs. Bencivenga won three bouts at
the NJSIAA Championships in Atlantic City.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO MAKE HER WAY THROUGH...Blue Devil senior Sam Stravach, center, attempts to dribble through a pair
of defenders during the North 2, Group 4 quarterfinal game against Edison. The Blue Devils prevailed 49-45.
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The 1960s,the Decade
When WHS Really Took

Dennis Powers was WHS’s first state
champion in wrestling, capturing the
130-pound title in 1960.

First of a 10-part series
“The 1960s: The decade when ev-

erything changed.”
So read a recent headline on the

cover of Life magazine, a mostly
photo-oriented national magazine
since 1936. It was talking about the
chaotic decade that saw the assassi-
nations of JFK, RFK and MLK, the
‘British Invasion’ sparked by the
Beatles, the Vietnam War, putting a
man on the moon, Woodstock, the
Civil Rights Movement, the Cuban
missile blockade, and many other life-
altering events.

But this is the Devil’s Den, where
almost any subject can be turned into
a discussion about WHS sports.

The 1960s: The decade when
Westfield High grew into a sports
powerhouse.

There had been some outstanding
athletes and teams walking the halls
at the Elm Street school ever since the
New Jersey State Interscholastic Ath-
letic Association opened its doors in
1918-19. The 1940s saw the Blue and
White blossom as a football power
under coach Joe Freeman. The ’50s –
the new high school first opened at
550 Dorian Road in 1952 – had their
moments, too, especially in the latter
portion of the decade, when the swim
team won its first two state titles and
the basketball team won its first county
championship.

By the late 1950s and into the early
’60s, athletic director Bob Duncan
was hiring young, talented, gung-ho
coaches like Les Zorge, Gary Kehler,
Walt Clarkson, Norm Koury and Joe
Della Badia. Combined with the
town’s fervent youth sports programs
and the 1960s was ground zero for an
athletic renaissance, which is just what
happened.

WHS’s athletic program, from the
1930s until 1963, when soccer was
added, was nine varsity sports – foot-
ball, cross-country, basketball, swim-
ming, wrestling, baseball, golf, tennis
and track. And they were all boys-only
sports until 1972 when Title IX man-
dated equal opportunities for girls.

Here is the decade-by-decade
breakdown of WHS athletics:

1930s: 50.8 winning percentage,
two county and three state titles;
1940s: 56.0 winning percentage, three
county and seven state titles; 1950s:
64.6 win percentage, nine county and
four state titles; 1960s: 78.3 win per-
centage, 23 county and 15 state titles.

For the next 10 weeks, the Den will
be looking at the year-by-year progress
of WHS athletics in the 1960s, start-
ing today with the Class of 1960:

Cross-country: The Devils had an
8-2 record in the final year of coach
Lou Recchia’s three-year tenure. They
were fifth at counties and 19th at
states.

Football: Les Zorge’s third team
went 5-4, but the turnaround in atti-
tude had begun, with juniors Peter
Braun, Dave Reitze, Bob Duncan and
Bob Wolfgang, and sophomores Jim
Kovacs, Greg Weiss and Dwight Winn
getting major playing time. They lost
to Rahway, Columbia, North
Plainfield and Plainfield – all would
be avenged the following year.

Basketball: Coming off a great 24-
3 season that included the program’s
first Union County Tournament title
in 1959, John Lay’s club settled for a
14-10 mark. Jim Mowry, Phil Van
Kirk, Charlie Hoppin and Gary
Harnett also scored over 200 points,
while Van Kirk grabbed 299 rebounds.

Swimming: The fourth year of
coach Joe Kursar’s tenure was the
final curtain for the first golden age of

WHS swimming: a 12-0 season
capped a four-year mark of 47-1 with
four county titles and two state crowns.
The Devils finished runner-up to Co-
lumbia by six points at states, with
diver Rick Wells and Hall of Famer
Danny Nichols (50 free) capturing
state titles.

Wrestling: After a club year in
1957-58, this was the second year for
coach Gary Kehler as he resurrected
a program that had started in 1939-40
but closed down after two seasons
due to the war. The Devils were a
solid 10-2, and fourth in their district.
Dennis Powers won the state 130-
pound title. Already there were some
studs: Doug Wight (13-1, 98), Skip
Sims (9-3-1, 115), Powers (18-0),
Bob Mueller (12-2, 157), captain Bob
Maltbie (13-1-1, 178) and heavy-
weight Gene Barron (12-2).

Baseball: Lay lost his 2-3-4 hitters
from 1959 – Chuck Cline and Jeff
Torborg (graduated) and Ray Bailey
(murdered by his deranged mother) –
and Ike Evans moved. So the team
went 6-9-1, despite having three
flame-throwers on the mound – Smitty
Lanning, Tony Reid and Pete Love.
Lanning struck out 21 batters in a 10-
inning win and had a 1.38 ERA.

Golf: In his second year as coach,
and two years after Lay’s only golf
team went unbeaten, Kehler’s boys
went 15-0, won the county tourna-
ment and finished fourth at states.
Barry Hartigan, Jim Grant, Bob
Michaels and Bob Daniels were the
foursome at both meets.

Tennis: Sam Bunting’s 20th year
as the coach produced a 14-1 season
with the lone loss coming to Fair
Lawn, 2-1, in the state tournament.
Captain Bill Gilson, Bob Durgan and
Dave Richardson handled singles.

Track: Long-time athletic director
Bob Duncan put the final touches on
his coaching career, going 8-1 and
winning the Watchung Conference
title in their first year in the league.
They were also third in the county,
fifth at sectionals and fifth at states.
Ed Minor won the state 220 title,
while Duncan’s son Bob Jr. won at the
conference (shot and discus), county
(shot) and sectional (discus) levels.

Record: 92 wins, 29 losses, 1 tie;
two county and one state title.

Next week: 1961
WINTER SPORTS

Boys basketball: “Our record
wasn’t great but we were in most of
ours games,” first-year coach Jim
McKeon said after finishing 10-15.
“We lost seven games by four points
or less and three were lost in the last
15 seconds. I am very excited for next
year. We return nine guys from the
current varsity roster. Hopefully the
experience can swing the close games
in our favor next year.”

Girls basketball: Coach Liz
McKeon’s third-seeded girls fell 54-
49 to second-seeded Bayonne in the
sectional semifinals and finished with
an 18-9 record. Freshman Grace Klag
had a career-high 17 points. With
eight of their top 10 players returning,
the future is very bright.

Ice hockey: Goalie CJ Duffy and
the Blue Devils took perennial power
Ridge into overtime on Feb. 27 be-
fore falling 2-1. That ended a 17-6-3
season for coach Joe Bertucci’s guys;
only the 2011 and 2013 squads won
more (20 each). Duffy made 36 saves
and finished No. 3 all-time at WHS
with 907, trailing Dan DoCampo
(1,326) and Eric Zagorski (1,030).

Swimming: The boys had one fi-
nalist – the eighth-place medley relay
(1:37.52) of Roan Baker, Tom
Brennan, Zach Youssef and Cooper
Prieto – and a top-15 performance by

Prieto in the 50 free (No. 8, 21.73 in
trials) at last weekend’s Meet of Cham-
pions. The girls also had one finalist –
the seventh-place 400 free relay of
Julia McGann, Erin McAndrew,
Keeley Thompson and Abby
McKinney – and two top-15 perfor-
mances in the 200 medley and 200
free relays (No. 13, 1:39.61.)

Wrestling: CJ Composto finished
third in the state at 126 pounds, losing
to returning state champion Robert
Howard in the semifinals, then beat-
ing returning state champion Joey
Olivieri, 4-3, in the consolation final.
Composto, fifth in 2018, concluded
his junior year with a 35-2 record and
is 107-10 for his career. Classmate
Luke Hoerle lost in wrestlebacks, giv-
ing him a 39-4 record this year and
103-17 for his first three years.

WITH THE COLLEGIANS
Griff Morgan (’17) won the 400-

yard individual medley (3:57.07) and
the 200 butterfly (1:50.08) at the re-
cent Metropolitan Conference Swim-
ming Championships. The College of
New Jersey junior also was second in
the 200 IM (1:51.95) and swam on
four relays as the Lions finished sec-
ond. He split a 45.72 on the 400 FR
and a 20.16 on the 200 MR.

Aedan Collins (’17) was sixth in
the 100 butterfly (51.50) as his
Gettysburg team finished second at
the recent Centennial Conference
championships. Collins made five
other finals.

Senior Jackie Knapp (’15) was
named first team all-New England
Small College Athletic Conference.
She helped the Jumbos (27-2) beat
Western New England and Haverford
in the first two games of the NCAA
Division 3 tournament last week. She
has 392 points this year and 1,030 for
her four-year career. Freshman Molly
Ryan (’18) has started all 29 games
and has tallied 201 points.

Lil Scott (’15) was named first team
all-Centennial Conference. She had
11 as the Blue Jays (23-5) beat East-
ern Connecticut in their NCAA Divi-
sion 3 tournament opener, and added
20 more as they were eliminated by
host Scranton. The senior finished
her career with 484 points this year
and 1,313 for her four-year career.

Shannon Devitt (’17), a sophomore,
led The College of New Jersey
women’s basketball team (17-9) in
scoring (369, 14.2 ppg), rebounds
(329, 12.7 rpg), steals (42) and
blocked shots (47).

Junior captain Gwyn Devin (’16)
scored three goals in a four-minute
stretch to spark the Vanderbilt
women’s lacrosse team to a 9-8 vic-
tory over Louisville.

Junior defenseman Owen Colwell
(’16) scored his first college goal in
No. 18 Johns Hopkins’s 11-10 win
over No. 14 North Carolina. He scored
four goals as a senior co-captain for
WHS.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19000142

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-011877-10

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS TRUSTEE, SUCCESSOR IN
INTERTEST TO WACHOVIA BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR BANK OF
AMERICA FUNDING CORPORATION MORT-
GAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SE-
RIES 2005-H

VS.
Defendant: ROBERTO SIA; FELICITAS L. SIA,

H/W
Sale Date: 03/20/2019
Writ of Execution: 08/22/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hundred
Twelve Thousand Two Hundred Seventeen and
29/100*** $812,217.29.

The property to be sold is located in Town of
Westfield in the County of Union, and State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as 39 Carol Road, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090.

Tax Lot No. 26, Block 1904.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 100 feet

by 120 feet.
Nearest Cross Street: Sunset Avenue.
Total Upset:  ***Eight Hundred Forty-One Thou-

sand Three Hundred Seventy-Six and 19/100***
$841,376.19 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
KML LAW GROUP, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 406
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(215) 627-1322
4 T - 02/21, 02/28, 03/07
& 03/14/19 Fee: $169.32

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19000087

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-023773-17

Plaintiff: CHRISTIANA TRUST A DIVISION
OF WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY,
FSB, D/B/A CHRISTIANA TRUST, NOT INDI-
VIDUALLY BUT AS TRUSTEE FOR PRETIUM
MORTGAGE ACQUISITION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: BRUCE M. MORAN; DANIELLE

H. MORAN; WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A., AS
TRUSTEE FOR IRWIN HOME EQUITY LOAN
TRUST 2007-1

Sale Date: 03/13/2019
Writ of Execution: 11/27/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Fifty-Six Thousand One Hundred Six and 30/
100*** $456,106.30.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED [N:
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, in
the State of New Jersey

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 2338
Redwood Road, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076.

TAX LOT # 16, BLOCK # 6901.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 000.315 AC.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Muir Terrace.
*Also subject to subsequent taxes, water and

sewer plus interest through date of payoff.
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Seventy-Four

Thousand Two Hundred Thirty and 76/100***
$474,230.76 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
PARKER MC CAY
PO BOX 5054
9000 MIDATLANTIC DRIVE
SUITE 300
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 810-5815
4 T - 02/14, 02/21, 02/28
& 03/07/19 Fee: $177.48

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19000215

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-046272-14

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC D/
B/A CHAMPION MORTGAGE COMPANY

VS.
Defendant: JOHN A. FUSCO, AND UNITED

STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 03/20/2019
Writ of Execution: 04/10/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty-Eight Thousand Ninety-Six and 49/100***
$388,096.49.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Mountainside.

In the County of Union and the State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 222 Central
Avenue.

Block: 5.20 (f/k/a 5.T), Lot: 62.
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): 000.973

AC
Nearest Cross Street: Poplar Avenue.
Subject to: Taxes current as of 3/30/2018.
Sale subject to subsequent taxes, utilities,

liens and interest since 3/30/2018
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Fifteen Thou-

sand Six Hundred Twenty-Nine and 34/100***
$415,629.34 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 201
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(856) 858-7080
4 T - 02/21, 02/28, 03/07
& 03/14/19 Fee: $167.28

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19000291

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008204-17

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE FOR HOME
EQUITY MORTGAGE LOAN ASSET-BACKED
TRUST SERIES INABS 2006-E, HOME EQ-
UITY MORTGAGE LOAN ASSET-BACKED
CERTIFICATES SERIES INABS 2006-E

VS.
Defendant: SUZANNE FEDORCZYK; PJM

TRADING CO.; STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 03/27/2019
Writ of Execution: 12/10/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Seventy-Eight Thousand Twenty-Eight and 13/
100*** $778,028.13.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 1410 RARITAN ROAD,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

Tax LOT 26, BLOCK 14301.
Dimensions of Lot: 000.822 AC.
Nearest Cross Street: ALTON WAY.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

• 2019 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2019 $5,471.00 OPEN
• Sewer: Acet: 07/01/2018 - 12/31/2018

$271.12 OPEN PLUS PENALTY Sewer charges
are based on prior water consumption.

Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Ninety-Eight
Thousand Four Hundred Eighty-Five and 84/
100*** $798,485.84 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 02/28, 03/07, 03/14
& 03/21/19 Fee: $195.84

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19000408

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-016584-14

Plaintiff: WEICHERT FINANCIAL SERVICES
VS.
Defendant: YVONNE ROSE
Sale Date: 04/03/2019
Writ of Execution: 10/29/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Thirty-Three Thousand Three Hundred Seventy-
Five and 68/100*** $333,375.68.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of FANWOOD BOROUGH in the County of
UNION and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 4 CECILIA PLACE,
FANWOOD BOROUGH, NEW JERSEY 07023.

Tax LOT 5, BLOCK 3.
Dimensions of Lot: 71 feet wide by 125 feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: Midway Avenue.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

2019 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2019 $3,155.40 OPEN.
2019 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2019 $3,155.40 OPEN.
Sewer: Acct: 14 0 01/01/2018 - 12/31/2018

$84.11 OPEN PLUS PENALTY.
For sale information, please visit Auction, at

www.Auction.com or call (800) 280-2832.
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Seventy-Six

Thousand Four Hundred Twenty-Six and 85/
100*** $376,426.85 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 03/07, 03/14, 03/21
& 03/28/19 Fee: $189.72

WF Devilfish 12Us Compete
At ‘Y’ State Championships
The Westfield Area ‘Y’ Devilfish

swim team was represented by 26
12U state qualifiers at the NJ SC
YMCA State Swimming Champion-
ship meet, hosted by the Ocean County
YMCA in Toms River on February
22-24th.

The 11-12 Girls Westfield YMCA
record board was rewritten, with eight
individual and two relay records bro-
ken: Emily Constable 50 Breast
(31.10) and 100 Breast (1:08.43);
Clare Logan 100 Free (53.80), 200
Free (1:57.48), 50 Back (27.59), 100
Back (1 .81), 200 Back (2:14.31) and
100 IM (1:01.91).The 200 Free Re-
lay team of Emily Constable, Isabella
Giacobbe, Catherine Ritter and Clare
Logan clocked in at 1:47.87, and the
200 Medley Relay team of Clare Lo-
gan, Emily Constable, Isabelle Shih
and Catherine Ritter went 1:57.92.

At the 9-10 age level, three swim-
mers achieved top-16 places at this
competitive statewide meet. For the
girls, Emilia Dengler took 8th in 50
Free, 9th in 100 Free and 16th in 100
Fly. On the boys side, Josh Cetin
placed 6th in 50 Fly, 9th in 50 Free
and 100 IM and 10th in 100 Fly, and
Dylan Lagrimas came in 9th in 100
Breast and 14th in 50 Breast.

The 11-12 swimmers took home a

number of top-16 honors. On the girls
end, Emily Constable placed 1st in
100 Breast, 2nd in 50 Breast, 6th in
200 Breast, 7th in 100 IM and 16th in
200 IM; Clare Logan earned 1st in
100 Free and 100 Back, 2nd in 50 and
200 Free, 50 Back, 100 IM and 5th in
200 Back; Catherine Ritter took 14th
in 50 Free. For the boys, Will Heinze
came in 11th in 400 IM and 16th in
500 Free; Patrick Miller placed 10th
in 50 Fly, 11th in 100 Back and 100
Fly, 13th in 50 Back and 16th in 200
IM; Cole Sharkey came in 15th in 500
Free; Logan Swenson was 12th in 50
Free, 15th in 200 Free and 16th in 100
Free; JD Twilley earned 12th in 200
Breast and 15th in 100 Breast.

Raider Cohen Wins 500 at MOC
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School senior Josh Cohen took top honors

in the 500-freestyle at the Meet of Champions (MOC) held at the Gloucester
County Institute of Technology on March 2-3. Cohen’s time of 4:29.93 was
nearly four and one-half seconds better than his 4:34.29, third place showing
at the MOC last year.

Cohen also placed second in the 200-freestyle with a time of 1:38.93. Last
year Cohen also placed second in the event with a time of 1:39.55. Westfield
Blue Devils Roan Baker, Tom Brennan, Zach Youseff and Cooper Prieto
finished eighth in the 200-medley relay with a time of 1:37.52. For the Blue
Devil girls, Julia McGann, Erin McAndrew, Keeley Thompson and Abby
McKinney placed seventh in the 400-freestyle relay at 3:37.7.

Chris Aslanian Third
On Hobart Lax List
Senior Chris Aslanian of Westfield

netted five points on a goal and four
assists in a Hobart College men’s
lacrosse victory over Siena on Feb-
ruary 16 to raise his career totals to
79 goals and 66 assists for 145 points.
He passed Nate Hill ’05 (145) to
take over third place on Hobart’s
Division I career points list. Aslanian
also passed Jamie Kirk ’08 to take
over fourth place on Hobart’s DI
career assists list.

The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish at “Y” State Swim Championships

David B. Corbin (December 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOC 500-FREESTYLE CHAMPION...Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider senior
Josh Cohen won the 500-freestyle at the Meet of Champions on March 2-3.

UNDEFEATED SEASON...St. Helen’s sophomore CYO team finished off an
undefeated season on February 24 by winning the Union County CYO Champi-
onship after defeating St. Joseph’s of Maplewood, 45-43. Kneeling, left to right,
are: Charlie Beurer, Will Fischer, CJ Maz, Daniel Shakal and Adam Morrison;
standing, Coach Todd Reynders, Liam Mooney, Matt Miller, John Thorburn,
Robert Puglisi, Patrick Reynders, Coach Chet Maz, Christopher Rizzi and Coach
Steve Morrison.

FSPY Men’s 30+ Basketball
League Results, Standings:

(Scotch Plains) The red carpet was
rolled out for the stars of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA Men’s 30+ Bas-
ketball League, during Week 9 Os-
cars Sunday play on Feb. 24.

RunAsOne 53, The Goonies 51:
Best Performance of the Day by an
individual 6’6” or taller goes to
RunAsOne rookie Charles Lott, who
dominated the paint with 18 points on
9-of-12 shooting, to power his team to
a hard-fought win over the undersized,
but, game Goonies. Fellow first-year
standout Bryan Stitt (10), Capt. Jason
Shann (9), and guard R.B. Alverna (6)
earned honors as the Best Supporting

Cast Ensemble. The Best Performance
of the Day by a player in a losing cause
was turned in by the Goon’s Joe
DeGennaro, who was spectacular, fin-
ishing with 25 points (10-12 from the
floor). Floor general extraordinaire
Gregg Carder hit for 14 (9-10 FT), and
league head honcho Kevin Adams com-
missioned 7 in defeat.

Under the Radar 49, SuperSonics
42: Best Director of the Day is be-
stowed upon the Radar’s Eljay Aguillo
(15 pts) who guided his squad to vic-
tory, knocking the Sonics from the
first-place ranks. Backcourt running
mate Greg Shea notched 13 to help get
Radar back on the playoff map. Capt.
Steve Murray netted 13, fab frosh Joe
Ruocco threw in 12, crazy rich Asian
Eric Lai and Brendan Ryan each tal-
lied 6 for the Sonics, who saw their six-
game winning streak snapped.

Draymond 53, Team 8 35: The rest
of the league is green with envy, as
Draymond likely cemented the top-
seed for the post-season, with a con-
vincing triumph over Team 8. Diaper
dandy Taj Belfield receives the golden
statue for Best Performance of the Day
by a newcomer, as he poured in 19 pts
to propel Dray, now alone atop the
standings. Capt. Jamal Berry, whose
17 markers and near triple-double re-
wards him with the Best All-Around
Performance of the Day, and Vic Bauer
(6 pts) were also pivotal as Draymond
held the high-flying T8 to its lowest
point production of the winter. Rory
Schulman (12) and Capt. Blake
Sonnek-Schmelz (10) reached double-
digit scoring in the loss, while Mike
Ruccio added 6.

Lightning with a Splash of Thun-
der over Ocho Macho: Ocho
Macho’s pre-Oscar Roma party
started early, so they forfeited their
match to the Lightning, who had lost
three-straight. Oucho, dropped its
seventh in a row.

FSPY STANDINGS:
TEAM W L
Draymond 7 2
SuperSonics 6 3
Team 8 6 3
Lightning With Splash 5 4
The Goonies 4 5
Under The Radar 4 5
RunAsOne 3 6
Ocho Macho 1 8

See FSPY Week 10 Results on Page 14
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

TAKE NOTICE THAT THE MAYOR AND
COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD, COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY WILL HOLD BUDGET
WORKSHOP MEETINGS ON TUESDAY,
MARCH 12 AND 26, 2019, AT 7:00 P.M.,
IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, COUN-
CIL CHAMBERS, 403 SOUTH AVENUE,
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY. THE PUR-
POSE OF THE MEETING IS TO DIS-
CUSS THE 2019 MUNICIPAL BUDGET.

ACTION MAY BE TAKEN.
CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA, RMC

BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK
1 T - 3/7/19, The Leader Fee: $15.30

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 25th day of
February the Zoning Board of the Town-
ship of Cranford, in the County of Union
took the following actions:

1. Application ZBA-18-025: Adopted an
amended Resolution of Memorialization
approving the request of 322 Walnut LLC,
applicant, for an amended application to
permit a subdivision with a single family
structure on Block 488, Lot 15, as desig-
nated on the Township Tax Map also known
as 322 Walnut Avenue in the R-2 Zone.

2. Adopted a Resolution appointing Ma-
ser Consulting as primary professional
planner and Neglia EngineeringAssociates
as alternate planner.

3. Application ZBA 18-028: Granted ap-
proval to Cranford Dramatic Club to permit
a 36 square foot sign for one wall where
the maximum permitted is two walls with
each wall not to exceed 20 square feet or
2 percent of the wall whichever is less
§255-26J.6c(2); and a waiver from the
requirement to submit a property survey
on Block 528 Lot 36, as designated on the
Township Tax Map also known as 78
Winans Avenue in the R-2 Zone.

4. Application ZBA 18-027: Granted ap-
proval to Daiane A. Resende, applicant,
for a C(1) variance to permit an attic story
over the existing bedroom space and to
remove the garage and living room levels
§255-35(2); and a variance to allow a
substantial improvement (50 percent or
more) of the existing structure where a
substantial improvement is not permitted
§255-36G(6)(c)(2); and a variance to in-
crease the volume by 34 percent where a
maximum of 25 percent is permitted §255-
36G(6)(c)(3) on Block 197 Lot 13, as des-
ignated on the Township Tax Map also
known as 832 Springfield Avenue in the R-
1 Zone.

Robert Bovasso,
Secretary

1 T - 3/7/19, The Leader Fee: $42.84

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE
NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO

THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

GREEN ACRES PROGRAM

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that Beautiful
Mountainside a 501(c)3 non-profit organi-
zation, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey is applying to New Jersey
Department of Protection Program for a
Standard Acquisition grant. The property
is located on the corner of New Providence
Road and Mountain Avenue in
Mountainside, New Jersey. A copy of the
application is on file at the Green Acres
Program and is available for review and
comment.

Todd Evans,
Beautiful Mountainside,

Constitution Plaza
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092

908-462-4366
1 T - 3/7/19, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 5th of March
2019, and that said Ordinance will be con-
sidered for final adoption at a meeting of
the said Township Council to be held in the
Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue, on
the 19th day of March 2019 at 7:00 p.m., at
which time and place a public hearing will
be held prior to final passage of said Ordi-
nance and all interested persons will be
given an opportunity to be heard concern-
ing the same. Copies of said Ordinance
can be obtained from the Township Clerk’s
Office at any time prior to final adoption at
no cost to any member of the general
public who requests same.

ORDINANCE 2019-3

ORDINANCE ADOPTING A
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN
FOR AN “AREA  IN NEED OF
REDEVELOPMENT” KNOWN
AS THE “BOWCRAFT
AMUSEMENT PARK REDE-
VELOPMENT PLAN” CON-
SISTING OF BLOCK 4802,
LOTS 9, 10, 11 & 12, AS
SHOWN ON THE TAX MAP
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH N.J.S.A.
40A:12A-7, AND SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER XXIII ENTITLED
“ZONING” BY THE AMEND-
MENT OF SUBSECTION 23-
3.2 ENTITLED “ZONING
MAP”, AND BY THE ADDI-
TION OF NEW SUBSECTION
23-9.3 ENTITLED
“BOWCRAFT AMUSEMENT
PARK REDEVELOPMENT
PLAN (BLOCK 4802, LOTS 9,
10, 11 & 12)”.

ORDINANCE 2019-4

ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING
SALARIES AND WAGES FOR
MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 3/7/19, The Leader Fee: $47.43

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 5th of March
2019.

ORDINANCE 2019-1

ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 23-9 ENTITLED
“REDEVELOPMENT PLANS”
TO RENUMBER SUBSEC-
TION 23-9.1 ENTITLED
“PARKER GREENHOUSE
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN
(BLOCK 12001, LOTS 4, 5, 6,
7 & 24)” AND ALSO ADOPT-
ING A REDEVELOPMENT
PLAN FOR AN “AREA IN
NEED OF REDEVELOP-
MENT” KNOWN AS THE
“JERUSALEM ROAD REDE-
VELOPMENT AREA” CON-
SISTING OF BLOCK 6201,
LOTS 13, 16.02 AND A POR-
TION OF THE VACATED VAN
ORDEN PLACE RIGHT-OF-
WAY AS SHOWN ON THE TAX
MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH N.J.S.A.
40A:12A-7, AND SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER XXIII ENTITLED
“ZONING” BY THE AMEND-
MENT OF SUBSECTION 23-
3.2 ENTITLED “ZONING
MAP”, AND BY THE ADDI-
TION OF A NEW SUBSEC-
TION 23-9.2 ENTITLED
“JERUSALEM ROAD REDE-
VELOPMENT PLAN (BLOCK
6201, LOTS 13, 16.02 AND A
PORTION OF THE VACATED
VAN ORDEN PLACE RIGHT-
OF-WAY)”.

ORDINANCE 2019-2

ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER XII ENTITLED
“SEWER AND WATER” RE-
GARDING ANNUAL SERVICE
CHARGE RATES FOR RESI-
DENTIAL AND NON-RESI-
DENTIAL PROPERTIES.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 3/7/19, The Times Fee: $49.98

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

UNION COUNTY
CHANCERY DIVISION

DOCKET NO. F-016987-18
FILE NO. 51333-739

CIVIL ACTION
ORDER SETTING TIME, PLACE AND

AMOUNT OF REDEMPTION

CFT SERVICES, LLC AS CUS-
TODIAN FOR PHOENIX
FUNDING, INC.;
PLAINTIFF(S) VS. ROBERT
SAUNDERS, WIDOWER, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST;
BARRY SAUNDERS AND
URSULA SAUNDERS, HIS
WIFE; ROBERT SAUNDERS
JR. AND WINNIFRED
SAUNDERS, HIS WIFE;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
GIRARD ACCEPTANCE
CORP.; NEW CENTURY FI-
NANCIAL SERVICES;
DEFENDANT(S)

THIS MATTER being opened to the court
by Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Cor-
poration, Attorneys for Plaintiff, and it ap-
pearing that default has been entered
against the defendants, ROBERT
SAUNDERS, Widower, his heirs, devisees
and personal representatives, and their or
any of their successors in right, title and
interest; BARRY SAUNDERS and
URSULA SAUNDERS, his wife; ROBERT
SAUNDERS, JR. and WINNIFRED
SAUNDERS, his wife; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY; GIRARD ACCEPTANCE
CORP.; NEW CENTURY FINANCIAL
SERVICES; that plaintiff has produced
before this court tax sale certificate #15-
00081, certified to be a true copy, which
certificate is dated June 7, 2016, and is of
record in the Union County Clerk’s Office
on August 4, 2016, in Book 14130 of Mort-
gages, page 746, as instrument #625943,
which covers Block 118, Lot 23. By assign-
ment dated May 12, 2017, said tax sale
certificate was assigned to plaintiff, which
assignment was recorded in the Union
County Clerk’s Office on June 6, 2017, in
book 1435 of assignments, page 163, as
instrument #169756. Said certificate, and
its assignment, have been marked Exhibit
P-1 on the part of the plaintiff. More than
two years have elapsed since the sale of
said lands by the City of Linden, and the
lands have not been redeemed from the
tax sale;  that plaintiff has produced before
this court its Certification showing that there
is due on said tax sale certificate, together
with subsequent taxes and interest, the
sum of $27,965.43  as of December 31,
2018; and

IT IS on this 25th day of February, 2019,
ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the
amount required to redeem the premises
referred to in the aforementioned tax sale

certificate is the sum of $27,965.43, which
includes the amount due on said tax sale
certificate, subsequent taxes and interest
as of December 31, 2018, together with
costs duly taxed in the sum of $1,554.09.
An exact redemption amount must be ob-
tained from the municipal tax collector;
and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the
26th day of April, 2019, during normal
office hours, at the office of the Tax Collec-
tor of the City of Linden, 301 North Wood
Avenue, Linden New Jersey, be and the
same is hereby fixed as the time and place
for the redemption of the said lands as
described in the complaint and making up
the premises concerning which the com-
plaint is filed, and that thereupon the de-
fendant who redeems shall be entitled to
the certificate of tax sale duly endorsed for
cancellation; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in de-
fault of the said defendants paying to the
Tax Collector of the City of Linden, and the
plaintiff, the said sum, interest and costs
aforesaid, the said defendants stand ab-
solutely debarred and foreclosed of and
from all right and equity of redemption on,
in and to said lands and premises and
every part thereof, and the plaintiff shall
have an absolute and indefeasible interest
of inheritance in fee simple, to said lands
and premises. Anything to the contrary
notwithstanding, redemption shall be per-
mitted up until the entry of final judgment
including the whole of the last date upon
which judgment is entered; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that if the
addresses of the defendants are not known,
a copy of this Order or Notice thereof
directed to such defendants shall be pub-
lished in the Westfield Leader, a newspa-
per circulating in Union County, at least
one time, not less than ten days prior to the
date fixed for redemption by this Order;
and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order or a Notice thereof be served
upon the defendants, whose addresses
are known, by mailing to each of them such
a copy or notice not later than ten days
prior to the date fixed for redemption of the
lands and premises by this Order; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order be delivered to the Tax Col-
lector of the City of Linden, and that said
Tax Collector of the City of Linden certify to
this Court whether the premises were or
were not redeemed from the plaintiff’s tax
sale certificate in accordance with the terms
of this Order.

Hon. Katherine Dupuis, P.J.Ch.
Respectfully Recommended

R.1:34-6 Office of Foreclosure
KEITH A. BONCHI, ESQUIRE
KAB032321983
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
660 New Road, First Floor
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
Attorneys for Plaintiff
1 T - 3/7/19, The Leader Fee: $119.85

PUBLIC NOTICE

looking for me. It was a whole team
effort.”

“My personal favorite play was
Charlotte driving baseline, passing to
Ali. As soon as that shot went up, I
knew it was going in. I always tell Ali
she’s got to keep shooting. She’s got
such a nice shot. I love watching her
shoot,” senior co-captain Sam
Stravach expressed.

Dobosiewicz (assist) would finish
the game with 10 rebounds and four
steals, most coming in the second
half.

“Coach always talks about defense
and getting steals and propelling our
offense through our defense and I
think we played really well shutting
down their two shooters today, which
really propelled our offense with Ali
shooting the threes and getting easy
lay-ups and foul shots,” Dobosiewicz
said.

The first half was a bit different.
The Blue Devils were attempting to
work the ball inside to Stravach but
the Eagles won the first quarter 10-8
with a help of a pair of 3-pointers
from Kenisha Chester, who would
finish the game with nine points.
Freshman Chloe Kreusser (steal, re-
bound) scored four of the Blue Dev-
ils’ points.

“I don’t think I could handle the
size of 2 [Danielle Marmol] on me.
They kept passing, so I kept trying to
draw everyone in and then get shots
open but the first quarter our shots
really weren’t falling. It wasn’t work-
ing out,” Stravach explained.

The second quarter turned out to be
an eye-opening battle of the threes
that was won by the Eagles, who
seized a 28-19 lead at the half. Lisanti
hit a pair of 3-pointers and Dwyer hit
one 3-pointer but the Eagles banged
in five with three from Latayjah
Jenkins and one each from Chester

and Marmol.
But from that point onward, the

Blue Devils figured it out and totally
shut down the 3-pointers in the sec-
ond half.

“I think 23 [Jenkins] hit three threes
in the second quarter, so I think in the
second half, we tried to figure out
shutting her down and also getting on
their other shooters and focusing on
everyone on the perimeter. Every one
on that team could shoot threes, even
number 2 hit a three and we weren’t
expecting it. I think playing defense
on their three-point shooters really
helped us,” Dobosiewicz said.

Also in the third quarter, the Blue
Devils changed their tactics and be-
gan a serious driving to the basket
campaign. Klag scored five of her
nine points. As a result, the Blue Dev-
ils cut the margin to 35-30 entering
the final quarter.

“In the first half, we only drew two
fouls. The coach said we had to be a
lot more aggressive, so I was just
looking for openings to the basket
and I was in the right place at the right
time,” Klag answered.

Since the 3-pointers were no longer
there, the Eagles looked inside to
Marmol, who scored 12 of her 18
points in the second half.

Klag, who finished with 11 re-
bounds, and Stravach, who finished
with 10 rebounds and four blocked
shots, were working together on the
court to combat the size of Marmol.

“We knew she was a strong player
in the post. We knew we had to double
down on her because when she posts
up, she gets really dangerous. She got

hot in the third quarter, so when we
doubled down on her, then we were
able to get the ball back on offense,”
Klag explained.

“Like Grace said, when she got the
ball, we knew she was going to be a
threat. That’s why in the second half,
we started doubling on her. She would
put the ball on the ground and that’s
how Faith got a couple of steals off
that. That was what we had to do in the
beginning but we only did it in the
second half but it worked out in the
end,” Lisanti added.

For the seniors, it would be the final
game that they would play at WHS
and the underclassmen would have to
wait until next year.

“I felt it all day this was an emo-
tional game. This is my last game. I
was a little more nervous,” Stravach
expressed.

“It felt good to come out with a win.
I had a little slow start to the season,
so to end with a win, it feels like an
accomplishment,” commented Klag.

“It feels great. Everyone in the
stands came out to watch us, brought
a lot of energy, especially at the end of
the game when things were getting
really close. So I thought it was a
great way to end on this floor with all
the energy,” Dobosiewicz said.

“For this team to pull this game out
to win with all my teammates and best
friends really supportive to us, it was
great,” Lisanti said.

Next the Blue Devils would travel
to face second-seeded Bayonne in the
semis on March 1.
Edison 10 18   7 10 45
Westfield   8 11 11 19 49

Composto Grabs 3rd at NJSIAA Mat Tourney
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

fall in 4:15. Bencivenga’s quest for
the top rung ended when he dropped
a 5-1 decision to Dante Stefanelli
(Delbarton), who would eventually
place fourth.

“That was very disappointing. I
don’t get to be a state champ, which I
wanted to be but he was sixth seed, I
was 11th seed. I knew he was going to
be tough but it was a good match,”
Bencivenga expressed.

However, with the score even in the
second period, Bencivenga worked a
Fireman’s takedown at the edge of the
mat and thought he may have gotten
the takedown but to no avail.

“We rolled out of bounds. My toes
were still in but they didn’t give it to
me. If I would have gotten that two, it
would have been a whole different
match then I would have been able to
ride him on top for a little bit and go
into the third period with me leading
3-1,” Bencivenga recalled.

Bencivenga then won a wild, 15-

13, wrestleback bout over Luke
McFadden (DePaul).

“I took a good lead. I was getting
my shots then maybe he was able to
overpower me a little bit. I was get-

ting the turns on top but his arm kept
slipping out and he kept trying to
come headlock. I kept trying to aban-
don him and he got two backs [tilts].
I was giving up free points that I
shouldn’t have given up. I just have to

get my rhythm back,” Bencivenga
said.

Next Bencivenga pulled off a 3-1
sudden victory over Carsten
Diglantomasso (Jackson Memorial).

One more win would put Bencivenga
in the money round but he dropped a
tough 9-6 decision to Nick Bennett
(Delsea) who would place sixth.

Cougar senior Conor Halpin had a
tough bout right off the bat when he

faced Lucas Revano (Camden Catho-
lic), who would go on to win the 145-
lb crown. Halpin dropped a 14-4 major
decision but would win his first
wrestleback over Ryan Cawood (Don
Bosco). Halpin then lost 9-1 to Nicho-
las Pepe (Southern Reg.).

Blue Devil junior Quinn Gimblette
(113-lbs) lost his first bout to Vince
Santaniello (Brick Memorial) who
placed third then dropped his second
bout to Jon Prendergast (Highland
Regional). Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raider sophomore Brandon Bowles
(113-lbs) after losing to Georgio
Mazzeo (Paulsboro), defeated
Demetri Poniros (Ocean Twp) then
lost to Joe Lamparelli (Allentown).

Roselle Park Panther Mark Mont-
gomery, who lost only 8-6 to top-
seeded Nick Raimo (Hanover Park)
who would win the 132-lb title, went
on to place third when he defeated
Andrew Clark (Collingswood), 9-3.
Rahway’s Rhise Royster placed sev-
enth at 145-lbs when he defeated Nick
Boggiano (Toms River North), 7-3.

For Rahway, Kaelan Francois (106)
won a bout, Shimei Paige (195) lost
two bouts and Josh Darisme (220)
won a bout. New Providence: Nadeem
ElMahroukey (285) won a bout and
Joe Delia (160) lost twice. Brearley’s
Pat Phillips (113) won two bouts.
Roselle Park’s Gabe Leo (113) and
Elvin Guerrero (145) each won a bout.
Linden’s Mike Afolabi (182) and Alex
Dorce (160) each won a bout. AL
Johnson’s Sebastian Iakouchevitch
(195) won a bout.

CHAMPIONSHIP SEQUENCE:
152: — Rob Garcia (Pope John) md
Nick O’Connell (Southern Reg), 13-5
160: — Rob Kanniard (Wall) d Connor
O’Neil (DePaul), 9-4
170: — Brandon Green (Paulsboro) d
Shane Reitsma (Howell), 13-9
182: — Christopher Foca (Bergen Cath)
d John Poznanski (Colonia), 7-4
195: — Jacob Cardenas (Bergen Catho-
lic) d Kyle Jacob (Paramus), 6-3
220: — Zach DelVecchio (South
Plainfield) d Mike Filleri (Garfield), 8-4
285: — Lewis Fernandes (Voorhees) p
Bardhyl Gashi (West Essex), :46
106: — Brett Unger (Hunterdon Cen-
tral) d Tyler Klinsky (Middletown North),
13-6
113: — Dean Peterson (St. John
Vianney) d Nick Babin (Emerson/Park
Ridge), 3-2
120: — Eddie Ventresca (Pope John) d
Anthony Clark (Delbarton), 7-3
126: — Sammy Alvfarez (St. Joseph
Montvale) d Rob Howard (Bergen
Catholic), 4-3 sv
132: — Nick Raimo (Hanover Park) d
Luke Mazzeo (Emerson/Park Ridge),
8-4
138: — Joe Aragona (Pope John) d
Jacob Perez-Ell (Paulsboro), 7-1
145: — Lucas Revano (Camden Cath)
p Ricky Cabanillas (DePaul), 6:35

The second-seeded Bayonne High
School girls basketball team grabbed
a 19-10 first-quarter lead and man-
aged to limit a gradual Blue Devil
comeback in a 54-49 victory over
third-seeded Westfield in the
quarterfinal round of the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 4 Tournament
in Bayonne on March 1.

Freshman center Grace Klag led
the 18-9 Lady Blue Devils with 17
points, including five free throws, and
10 rebounds, while adding two as-
sists, a block and a steal. Senior Sam
Stravach pulled eight rebounds, scored
six points and added a steal. Junior
Faith Dobosiewicz scored 10 points,
including a 3-pointer, and had two
rebounds and a steal. Freshman Chloe
Kreusser scored seven points and
added three rebounds, an assist and a
steal. Senior co-captain Lily Maz had
an assist and a steal. Sophomore Char-
lotte Dursee had four points and a
rebound. Junior Ali Lisanti had two

points and a rebound, while Sam
Lefteris had four rebounds and two
points and Caroline Dywer had two
assists, a rebound and one point.

Eniya Scott led the 24-4 Bees with
25 points, which included two 3-point-
ers and seven free throws, while add-
ing seven rebounds, seven assists, five
steals and two blocks. Jesse Semeniak
netted 11 points, including a pair of 3-
pointers, and added seven rebounds,
four assists, three steals and three
blocks. Mary Grace Lavin had six
points as did Jada Phillips, who also
had three rebounds, two steals and
two assists.
Westfield 10 12 17 10 49
Bayonne 19 10 16   9 54

Bayonne Bees Defeat Blue Devils
In Girls Section Quarterfinal, 54-49

Lady Blue Devils Dim Edison’s Lights in Hoops
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AN OBSTACLE TO DEAL WITH...Blue Devil junior Faith Dobosiewicz, No. 23, has to deal with the outstretched arm of
Edison’s Daniella Marmol in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tournament in Westfield on February 27. The Blue Devils
overcame a nine-point, halftime deficit to pull out a 49-45 victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMPETING AT 145-LBS...Cougar senior Conor Halpin, right, competed in the
145-lb class at the NJSIAA Championship at Atlantic City.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMPETING AT 113-LBS...Raider sophomore Brandon Bowles, right, com-
peted in the 113-lb class at the NJSIAA Championship at Atlantic City.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING 7TH AT 145-LBS...Rahway’s Rhise Royster, front, placed seventh in
the 145-lb class at the NJSIAA Championship in Atlantic City.

Bencivenga Selected
Cougar Athlete of Week

AJ Bencivenga is a senior cap-
tain on the varsity wrestling team
who earned County and District
Titles this season at 152-lbs. He
also tied the school record for single
season pins with 26. AJ advanced
to the round of 12 in the NJSIAA
Tournament in Atlantic City.

Probitas Verus Honos
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FSPY Men’s 30+ Basketball
League Week 10 Results:

Scotch Plains) March Madness is
upon us. After Week 10 play in the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
Men’s 30+ Basketball League on Mar.
3, the regular season is in the history
books. The road to the Final Four
begins.

Team 8 53. SuperSonics 39: Vet-
eran Mike Ruccio pumped in 17 pts
and snared 9 boards, and Gavin Ford
finished with a 15-11 double-double,
propelling Team 8 in the battle for
second place. Ryan Cookerly cooked
up a 7-pt, 12-reb gem, and Mike Pol-
lack tossed in 6 to help T8 secure the
2nd seed for round one of the post-
season. Super sniper Brendan Ryan
was a one-man wrecking crew for the
Sonics, who end up as the 3 seed.
James Patrick registered 7 and 8, and
Chris Ward had 5 and 8 in a losing
cause.

Draymond 59, Ocho Macho 46:
Capt. Jamal Berry poured in 24 pts,
and rookie standouts Taj Belfield (13)
and John Lukko (12) reached double
figures, as Draymond concluded its
campaign with a league-best 8-2 mark,
and earned top-dog billing for the Big
Dance. The Macho Men hung tough
behind Geoff Gonzales’ 21 pts, but
could not avert their 8th-straight loss.

Tim Gray (8), Sudeep Duttaroy (7),
and Westley Etheart (6) kept Oucho
within striking distance at halftime.
The two combatants will renew ac-
quaintances in the first round of the
playoffs.

Under the Radar 50, The Goonies
46: News flash, with three wins in a
row, U.T.R. is no longer a blip on the
radar. Silky southpaw Eljay Aguillo
stroked in 21 pts, and rookie Ross
Lebrun did his best Lebron imperson-
ation with 15 pts, 8 caroms, and 4
assists, as Radar overcame a feisty
Goonie crew to snag the 5th seed.
Jolting Joe DeGennaro (13 pts, 12
rebs) and league head honcho Kevin
Adams (13) led the Goons’ attack,
while Capt. Chris Mattina tallied 9,
and Steve Lee stuffed the stat sheet
with 7 pts, 10 boards and 5 dimes. The
6 seed Goonies will face the 3 seed
SuperSonics in the playoff prelims.

RunAsOne 61, Lightning with a
Splash of Thunder 56: There was a
playoff feel to this regular-season cap-
per between two teams headed in
opposite directions. Mid-season ac-
quisition Charles Lott (20 and 8) domi-
nated the paint, and was ably sup-
ported by fab frosh R.B. Alverna (17
pts) and Capt. Jason Shann (15 pts, 4
triples), as the Runners won its 2nd
straight, and look forward to an open-
ing-round engagement with 2 seed
Team 8. The Lightning, who have lost
4 of its last 5, were paced by Warren
Lowe’s 22 pts and 7 helpers, and
center Troy Sims’ 18 markers. Or-
lando Jean-Charles chipped in 8 for
the fourth-seeded Thunder, who will
square off with 5 seed Radar when the
Big Dance gets underway.
FSPY PLAYOFF MATCHUPS – 3/10/

19:
3 SuperSonics v 6 The Goonies – 10
a.m.
2 Team 8 v 7 RunAsOne – 11 a.m.
4 Lightning with Splash of Thunder v 5
Under the Radar – 12
1 Draymond v 8 Ocho Macho – 1 p.m.

On February 25, 2018 the Cerchio
Family of Scotch Plains celebrated
their third child to win a State Champi-
onship title in a year. Alexa Cerchio, 8-
years old, competed at the Jersey Op-
tional Gymnastics Association State
Championship in Galloway. She com-
peted in the level 6 division and won
the title of the All-Around State Cham-
pion. Previous to that, her big sister
Jenna Cerchio, now 12, won the title of
the All-Around State Champion for
JOGA in the level 4 division in April of
2018. Both sisters, along with their
youngest sister, Gianna, 5-years old,
train at Surgent’s Elite School of Gym-
nastics in Westfield, NJ.

Their older brother, Louie Cerchio

IV also won the USA Wrestling New
Jersey State Championship in Tren-
ton in March of 2018 in the Junior
division. Louie is a member of the
Edge Wrestling Club National Team,
which is located in Whippany.

It seems that all the children have
followed in the footsteps of their par-
ents’ passion for their respective sports.
Dad, Lou Cerchio III, wrestled for
SPFHS and graduated in 1990. He then
continued his wrestling career at Seton
Hall University, earning the title of a
Division I All-American Wrestler. Mom,
Lisa Cerchio, also a former Surgent’s
Elite Gymnast, currently has been the
Varsity Head Gymnastics Coach at
SPFHS for the past 15 seasons.

Cerchios Make Winning a Family Affair

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

WINERY SALESROOM

Take Notice that Tomasello Winery has
applied to the Director of the Division of
Alcoholic Beverage Control for a Winery
Salesroom to be situated at 109 Walnut
Avenue, Retail Unit #2, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016.

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to the Director of the
Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control,
PO Box 087, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-
0087.

Tomasello Winery
225 North White Horse Pike

Hammonton, New Jersey 08037
2 T - 2/28/19
& 3/7/19, The Leader Fee: $35.70

CLASSIFIEDS

Courtesy of Mountainside Restoration Committee
GOING BACK IN TIME...The Mountainside Restoration Committee hosted a
Downton Abbey-style cocktail party at the historic Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House on the evening of February 22. Festivities included music, food and a
signature cocktail that was donated by Todd Evans and Jeffrey Moran.

Emerald Soc. to Host Party
Following St. Pat’s Parade

COUNTY — The Union County
Emerald Society will host an Irish
party on Saturday, March 16, from 2
to 7 p.m., at the Kenilworth Veterans
Center following the Union County
St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

Proceeds from the event will ben-
efit the Jack Casey Memorial Schol-
arship Fund.

Irish entertainment will be provided
by Brian Kennedy. Tickets are $25
and include beer, wine, soda, corned
beef and hot dogs.

The Union County Emerald Soci-
ety, a fraternal organization of law
enforcement officers and firefighters
of Irish descent, has deep roots in the
communities of Union County and
strives to celebrate Irish heritage and
culture while also supporting impor-
tant causes including Project Chil-
dren and the Union County Baseball
League.

For tickets and more information,

call (908) 276-8766. Tickets also will
be available at the door.

The Kenilworth Veterans Center is
located at 33 South 21st Street,
Kenilworth.

D. Blair Corbin’s

Walk Down Memory Lane

Raiders
Blue Devils

Cougars

WESTFIELD
Tuesday, February 26, Andre D.

Thomas, 22, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding active
Westfield Municipal Court criminal
warrant, in the amount of $1,000, and
a Clark Municipal Court criminal
warrant, in the amount of $500. Tho-
mas was picked up from the Plainfield
Police Department, processed and
committed to the Union County jail
in lieu of bail.

FANWOOD
Monday, February 25, an officer

made a motor vehicle stop at Terrill
Road and East Front Street for a mo-
tor vehicle violation. A check of the
driver showed an active warrant out
of Newark. The driver was arrested,
processed and released by Newark
Municipal Court. He was identified
as Kurt Dozier, 50, of West Orange.

Monday, February 25, an officer
made a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue and Terrill Road for a motor
vehicle violation. A check of the pas-
senger showed active warrants out of
Plainfield and Orange. The passen-
ger was arrested, processed and turned
over to the Plainfield Police Depart-
ment. He was identified as Alan Coo-
per, 60, of Plainfield.

Saturday, March 2, an officer made
a motor vehicle stop at Terrill Road
and East Front Street for a motor
vehicle violation. A check of the driver
showed an active warrant out of

Fanwood. The driver was arrested,
processed, posted bail and released.
She was identified as Isema Osaaga,
21, of New Brunswick.

CRANFORD
Friday, February 22, Donald Stiles,

44, of Cranford was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after police units were
dispatched to Centennial Avenue and
Cayuga Road for a motor vehicle
crash. One of the drivers, Stiles, was
charged with DWI. He was processed
and provided with a municipal court
appearance date. In addition, he was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
leaving the scene of a crash and care-
less driving.

Saturday, February 23, Freddy
Barroqueiro, 30, of Parlin was ar-
rested and charged with disorderly
conduct after police units were dis-
patched to a North Avenue East busi-
ness for a dispute in progress. Fol-
lowing an investigation on scene, one
of the parties involved, Barroqueiro,
was arrested for disorderly conduct.
He was processed and provided with
a municipal court appearance date.

Tuesday, February 26, Sean Wade,
27, of Hillside was arrested and
charged with DWI as a result of a

motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
West and Washington Place for er-

ratic driving. Wade was processed
and provided with a municipal court
appearance date. In addition, he was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
an unsafe lane change, careless driv-
ing, failure to keep right and no insur-
ance.

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times —
www.goleader.com — archives

Early March 2008: Four years
ago freshmen Erin Miller, Gab
O’Leary and Stephanie Slodycka were
facing a Blue Devils girls basketball
program that had a 0-23 record the
year before. Their work was cut out
for them but, with the addition of
several talented players over that span
of time, this year’s Blue Devils cap-
tured their first Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) championship, while
finishing with a 17-7 record.

But those freshmen had to take the
first step and that step was to get a
victory. It came when Miller scored
33 points in a 79-57 victory over St.
Dominic in Westfield on December
20, 2004. That step led to a 9-13
record, but more was needed. The
next year, with the addition of Tara
Handza, Gab Jakub, Charlotte
O’Leary, Cyndyl Matthew and Keri
Pringle, the Blue Devils jumped to a
14-10 season and qualified for the
state sectional tournament.

Last year, freshman Diana Venezia
entered the varsity lineup and the
team qualified for the sections, just
missed winning the UCT title by los-
ing to Scotch Plains-Fanwood in over-
time and finished with a 19-9 record
(tied for the most in WHS girls his-
tory).

Mid-March 2011: Giant steps for-
ward revealed a shining light at the
end of a long tunnel of hard but fo-
cused work by this year’s Blue Devils
wrestling team. And that hard work
resulted in a 16-7 record, that tied the
all-time WHS record for wins, and
the first New Jersey state champion
that WHS has had in 35 years.

Out of nearly 322 competitors in
his weight class, senior Christian
Barber was the only one who finished
his season, let alone his high school
career, with a victory by winning the
NJSIAA 152-lb championship in At-
lantic City. Barber finished his glori-
ous career with a 112-24 record (sec-
ond all-time WHS in wins), three
District 11 titles, a Union County
Tournament title and a state champi-
onship.

FAMILY OF CHAMPIONS...The three oldest Cerchio children, top left clock-
wise Jenna, Louis and Alexa won titles, while Gianna awaits her turn.

UCC’s Maya Lawler Named
Soccer 1st Team All-America

CRANFORD – The National Jun-
ior College Athletic Association
(NJCAA) announced that Union
County College soccer player Maya
Lawler, of Cranford, was named to
the 2018NJCAA Division III First
Team All-American. Ms. Lawler is
the first women’s soccer player at
Union to be named to an NJCAA All-
America team for two consecutive
years. In 2017, she was named to the
Second Team All-American.

Ms. Lawler, a defender for Union,
had a standout season. For a second
year, she was named the NJCAA Re-
gion XIX Division III Player of the
Year. This season she had 23 points
with 10 goals and 3 assists. She helped
bring the team to a national third
place finish this season.

“Maya is a talented athlete and a
super-star in the classroom. She is a
leader and role model for her team-
mates. She has an explosive step that

is hard to find in an athlete,” said
Union’s Head Woman’s Soccer Coach
Angie Correa.

The Women’s Soccer team had a
fantastic season. For the first time in
the history of the program, they com-
peted in the NJCAA Women’s Soccer
National Tournament in Rockville,
IL, where they finished third in the
nation. During the tournament, the
Lady Owls were awarded the Na-
tional Tournament Sportsmanship
Plaque, which is given to the team
whose actions on and off the field
have demonstrated fairness, respect,
honesty, unselfishness, and responsi-
bility. The team finished the season
with an overall record of 15-2-1, a
Region XIX record of 7-1, and a
Garden State Athletic Conference
record of 6-1.

For more information about Athlet-
ics at Union County College, go to
www.unionowls.com.

David B. Corbin (March 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHIEF THIEVES…Blue Devils Erin Miller, left, and Gab O’Leary finished their
four-year varsity careers with 315 and 218 steals, respectively (2008).

WANTED FOR THEFTWANTED FOR THEFTWANTED FOR THEFTWANTED FOR THEFTWANTED FOR THEFT

David B. Corbin (March 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A FAMILY AFFAIR AT ATLANTIC CITY…Blue Devil Christian Barber,
right, squares off at center mat with Conor Brennan of Brick Township in the 152-
lb. semifinal bout as his father roots for him in the background. Barber won, 4-3,
in overtime then defeated Brearley’s Devin Geoghegan, 3-2, in overtime to become
state champion (March 2011).

FIRST TEAM ALL-AMERICA...Former Cranford Cougar Maya Lawler

College Women’s Club of
Cranford to Host High Tea

CRANFORD – The College
Women’s Club (CWC) of Cranford
invites the public to its Second An-
nual Scholar Tea, to be held on Sun-
day, March 24, from 1 to 3 p.m. at the
First Presbyterian Church Bates Hall,
11 Springfield Avenue.

Enjoy assorted teas, scones, tea sand-
wiches and desserts provided by The
Cake Artist Café‘ of Cranford while
having fun with the 50/50 raffles and
silent auctions. Entertainment will be
provided by the musical vocals of so-
prano Eleni Catanzaro who will once
again be performing musical selec-
tions of show tunes, as well as classical
musical melodies on the piano. Open
seating is on a first come, first serve
basis. Reserve seating is available for

a full table purchase of 8-10 tickets.
The cost of the tea is $30 per person.
Orders must be received by March15.

Each year the College Women’s
Club of Cranford awards thousands
of dollars in scholarships to graduat-
ing seniors residing in Cranford. The
“Scholar Tea” serves as a fundraiser
with 100 percent of the proceeds go-
ing towards those scholarships. The
CWC of Cranford is a non-profit
501© (3) organization founded in
1932. All Cranford women, who are
graduates of a four-year college or
university, are invited to join the club.

For more information, email
CranfordCollegeClub@gmail.com
or visit,
www.collegewomensclubcranford.com.

AREA — The Borough of Roselle
Park will hold its fourth annual St.
Patrick’s Day celebration this Sun-
day, March 10, from noon to 3 p.m. It
will be held at the Casano Commu-
nity Center, located at 314 Chestnut
Street, Roselle Park.

Starting at noon, Joe Carosalli’s
Masterpiece Orchestra will perform
authentic Irish music. Lunch will be
served at noon and will consist of
corned beef and cabbage, boiled po-

tatoes, carrots, Irish soda bread and
rye bread as well as dessert.

Mayor Joseph Signorello III and
the borough council invite everyone
to join in the festivities. The event is
free for all, courtesy of the Borough
of Roselle Park and the Roselle Park
Education Association, Dowling’s
Irish Pub and Restaurant and the Sun-
rise Diner, sponsors of the celebra-
tion. For more information, call Rupen
Shah at (908) 245-0666.

St. Pat’s Celebration On Tap This Sunday

Library Book Club
To Meet March 18

GARWOOD — The Garwood Pub-
lic Library has announced that its
Monday Afternoon Book Club will
meet at 1 p.m. on March 18. No
registration is required. Interested
persons are asked to check with the
library for its latest book selection.

The library is located at 411 Third
Avenue. It is open Monday through
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Fridays, 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Saturdays, 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. For more information
and to register for programs that re-
quire it, call (908) 789-1670. Infor-
mation also is available online at
youseemore.com/garwood.

More Community News

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Adjustable
Height and Resistence. Perfect
For Home or Dorm! Excellent
Condition, $30. Call (908) 654-6091

SPOTSWOOD ESTATE SALE

8 Holmes Ave, Spotswood
Monroe Township, N.J.

Sat 3/9-Sun 3/10, 10am-3pm
Vintage Kitchenware, Cookie Jars,
Retro Kitchen Sets, Bedrooms,
Lamps, Artwork, Mirrors, Mantle,
Victrola, Chenille Bedspreads,
Christmas & More! Must See Pics

DovetailsUSA.com

CAREGIVER

Professional, experienced
caregiver looking for live-out

jobs to care for your loved ones.
(732) 648-3519 Katerina
FARMWORKERS NEEDED

6 temp Farmworkers needed
4/1/19 – 6/14/19. Workers will
perform various duties associated
with pullet rearing and litter
management. Workers will have
extensive periods of sitting,
standing, walking, pushing, pulling,
repetitive movement, frequent
stooping and lifting 75lbs. Must
have 3 months experience as a
farmworker on a commercial farm
& affirmative job reference. May
random drug test at employer’s
expense. Guaranteed at least 3/4
of contract hours but hours will
vary according to weather and crop
conditions. Hours may exceed or
be less than 41 hours. Work tools,
supplies, equipment provided at
no cost. Housing provided for non-
commuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $13.25/hr or
current applicable AEWR. Raise/
bonus at employer discretion.
EOE. Worksites located in
Genesee & Erie Co. Report or
send a resume to nearest local NJ
One Stop Career Center office or
call 908-412-7980 & reference Job
# NY-1290376. Kreher’s Sunrise
Farm LLC – Clarence NY

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work,
Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices. Free Estimates
100% Guaranteed. References
Available. (908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, March 7, 2019 Page 15

EXPERT  MATH TUTOR

Personalized coaching in all H.S.

math subjects incl.  AP calculus

Highly experienced,

Great results

Call Mel  732-603-9521

 

Timothy Boyle  
 

  Westfield native, WHS Class of ’84,  
co-owner of 16 Prospect Wine Bar and Bistro 

 

“From Paris to Prospect Street” 
 

Hear about the business of bistros  

from a graduate of Le Cordon Bleu 
 

Wednesday, May 8  7:00 pm 

 

Carol Tener 
 

Westfield resident, Realtor, and member of Westfield  
Historical Society Board and Historic Preservation Commission 

“Architectural Gems in Westfield-Part II” 
 

The story continues—come hear more about the  

history of our homes and neighborhoods.  
 

Wednesday, November 6  7:00 pm 

The Westfield Memorial Library  550 East Broad Street 
Westfield, NJ 07090 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

It’s your Library … make the most of it 

Open to the public.  Pre-registration required.  

Register online at www.wmlnj.org  or call 908.789.4090 ext. 0. 

Joe Nolan 
 

 former Westfield resident, Holy Trinity class of ‘76,  
traffic reporter for 39+ years  

and stadium announcer for Rutgers and the Jets 
 

"Holy Trinity to Heavy Traffic"  
 

You know his voice—now hear his story  
  

Wednesday, March 20   7:00 pm 

WANT ADVANCE NOTICE? 
 

Join the Hale Series mailing list! 

 Send your email address to: 

HaleSeries@gmail.com 

Stacey Farley 
 

  former Westfield resident and notable public artist 
 

“The Art of Ceramic Tile” 
 

Learn about public art from the creator of the  

ceramic tiles at our train station and the Reeve House 
 

Wednesday, October 16   7:00 pm 

Made possible by grants from  

The Anne and Lee Hale Fund and The Thomas Glasser Foundation   
 

Hosted by the Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library 

Expand Your Mind through the 

12TH ANNUAL HALE SPEAKER SERIES 

All programs are held in the Westfield Memorial Library Meeting Room 

WESTFIELD — Calling all ma-
gicians, dancers, singers, actors,
comedians...here’s a chance at fame!
The Westfield High School (WHS)
Strive Club is hosting its fifth annual
charity event on May 17. The Club is
seeking local talent for auditions,
which will be held April 10 starting
at 3:30 p.m. and April 11, starting at
3:30 p.m. at WHS Cafeteria B.

The audience will come from all
surrounding towns, and all of the
proceeds will go to the Strive Schol-
arship Fund to help students across
the globe to continue their educa-
tion.

Come to audition with a brief pre-
view of what you or a group of friends
would like to perform on stage. It is
a first come, first serve basis, but if
you contact us beforehand, you will
get priority. The auditions are open
to all Westfield students and resi-
dents. For more information, email
whsstriveclub@gmail.com.

Saint Peter’s Prep
Second MP Honor Roll

AREA — James C. DeAngelo, ’85,
Principal of Saint Peter’s Prep in Jer-
sey City, has announced that the fol-
lowing local residents earned honor
roll status for the second marking
period of 2018-2019:

Cranford: James Anderson, ’19,
Patrick Keenaghan, ’19, Andrew
Schmutter, ’20, John Scheurer, ’21,
Ryan Cotter, ’22, Brian Kealey, ’22,
and Alexander Puhak, ’22 earned First
Honors. Timothy Garcia, ’19, Jacob
Quinones, ’19, Liam Concannon, ’20,
Andre Carcamo, ’21, Michael
Scheurer, ’21, and Charles Dino,’22
earned Second Honors. Honorable
Mention was attained by Patrick
O’Shea, ’21.

Fanwood: Aidan Christman, ’20
and Patrick Corrao, ’20 earned Sec-
ond Honors.  Honorable Mention was
attained by Connor McElroy Barker,
’21 and Russ StaRosa, ’22.

Mountainside: Kyle Hess, ’19 and
Jay Post, ’20 earned First Honors.

Scotch Plains: Ethan MacMillan,
’20 earned First Honors. Honorable
Mention was attained by Aidan

Guarnuccio, ’20.
Westfield: John Thorburn, ’21 and

Cyril Maliakal, ’22 earned First Hon-
ors. Patrick Johnston, ’19, Aidan
Lezynski, ’19, Andrew Cherry, ’20,
Colin Elliott, ’20, Salvatore
Imbornone, ’20, Brian Mikovits, ’20,
Michael O’Neill, ’20, Kevin Tierney,
’20 and Henry Brown, ’21 earned
Second Honors. Honorable Mention
was attained by Nicholas Manganello,
’10, William Pikus, ’19, Christopher
Larkin, ’20, Colin Brancatella, ’21,
and Liam Mooney, ’21.

First Honors is awarded to students
with an average of A or higher (4.0)
and no grade lower than a C. Second
Honors is awarded to students with
an average at or above the midpoint
between A and B+ (3.7) and no grade
lower than a C. Honorable Mention is
awarded to students with an average
of B+ or higher (3.5) and no grade
lower than a C.

BE MY GUEST...Guest readers took part in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools
Read Across America Week. Pictured, left to right, are:  Al Smith, Scotch Plains
Mayor; Officer Stomer, Fanwood Police Department; Dr. Karen Kulikowski,
Board President; Steve Goldberg, Scotch Plains Business Association; Gail Moser,
former School One parent; Dr. Karen Wetherell, Principal of Coles School; Deb
Brody, Board Member and Dr. Sasha Slocum, Principal of McGinn School.

Most Likely to Succeed Says
Students Ill Prepared

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield parents
turned out in hundreds to see what the
schools of the future may look like, if
Bill Gates and Mark Zuckerberg have
anything to do with it.

Westfield Education Fund screened
Most Likely To Succeed, a film by
documentarian Greg Whiteley about
a revolutionary new school in San
Diego, as a fundraiser for its work
supporting education in Westfield.

The award-winning documentary
starts by highlighting the growing
impact of Artificial Intelligence on
job prospects for graduates.

Then it goes on to interview several
experts who say the public school
system is not preparing students for
the requirements of the 21st century
job market. Their verdict on the pub-
lic education system was that stu-
dents spend huge amounts of time
memorizing rather than learning, and
the testing conditions were unrelated
to real life where people can access
all the information they need and col-
laborate with other people.

High Tech High, a school funded
by $11 million from The Gates Foun-
dation and the Chan Zuckerberg Ini-
tiative, claims to teach students the
critical thinking and soft skills that
will be needed by future graduates.

Teachers who have a real passion
for their subjects are employed at
High Tech High on one-year con-
tracts and are allowed to teach what-
ever they want in whatever way they
want to teach it.

Students were shown working
collaboratively in groups and seek-
ing out and learning the information
they needed to complete their projects.

A panel of local educators, moder-
ated by Westfield Mayor Shelley
Brindle, gave their opinion of the film
after the screening to the audience at
Edison Intermediate School (EIS).

EIS Principal Matt Bolton, Ed.D.,
was joined on the panel by Westfield

High School Engineering and Design
Teacher Laura Doyle; Mary Montes,
who teaches first grade at Tamaques
Elementary School; and Brian
Baldwin, Ed.D., Professor of Science
Education at Kean University.

Ms. Doyle is probably doing the
closest thing in Westfield to the ap-
proach advocated by the film. She
teaches engineering in an interactive
classroom where desks are on wheels
and extension cords connect with the
ceiling.

“What jumped out at me was some-
thing I’ve been trying to do for most
of my teaching career,” Ms. Doyle
said. “That students learn best in con-
text, when they have to take problems
that they’re trying to solve in an envi-
ronment where they have to figure
out a solution and test things out,
learn from their mistakes and try again.
And everything is really student-led.”

Ms. Doyle explained that her stu-
dents always worked collaboratively
in teams, cooperating face-to-face in
a flexible space that allowed them to
move around in a new, and very dif-
ferent, way of working.

Mr. Baldwin said: “I would love my
children to be in a school like that
when they’re old enough, but we are
talking serious money for a learning
environment like that. How can we
make the most within the constraints
that we have? Because we have a lot of
constraints and all of them are money.”

Ms. Montes thought it was easier to
work in that way with younger chil-
dren, using the example of the garden
at Tamaques School that allows her
class to pull up carrots and then use
them to learn about weighing and
measuring.

Westfield Education Fund is a group
of parent volunteers who aim to sup-
port projects that enrich students’
academic experience, but which the
district cannot afford.

A meeting to discuss the film will be
held at Boxwood, on East Broad Street,
in Westfield, on March 7, at 7:30 p.m.

Cara Argila Wins VFW
Patriot’s Pen Essay Contest
SCOTCH PLAINS — On Thurs-

day, February 28, Cara Argila, an
eighth-grade student at Terrill Middle
School, was honored in Ms. Odim’s
Language Arts class for her partici-
pation in the VFW Patriot’s Pen Es-
say Contest.

Chairman of the contest, Joseph
McCourt of Memorial Post 10122 in
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, visited the
school along with Cara’s family and
Margaret W. Hayes, Superintendent
of Schools, to present Cara with the
honor of winning first place over
6,000 participants in grades 6 to 8.
Cara achieved first place overall in
Post 10122, Union County and the
State. Cara was presented with a
Certificate of Achievement and a
monetary award for her essay. Kevin
Holloway, Terrill Middle School
Principal, was also presented with a

plaque honoring Cara’s achieve-
ments, which will be displayed at
Terrill until January 2020.

Cara wrote about the topic, “Why I
Honor the American Flag”. She ex-
pressed her heartfelt appreciation and
support for those who served in the
many branches of the military, espe-
cially her father, uncle and grandfa-
thers. She stated, “My father, uncle
and grandfathers all served in the
military and I am honored that they
protected our country so we can have
rights, freedom and privileges.”

Cara’s essay will be entered into
the VFW’s National Essay Contest,
where she will have an opportunity
to win a grand prize scholarship of
$5,000. Terrill Middle School and
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public
School District are incredibly proud
of Cara on her accomplishments.

TOP PRIZE...Cara Argila won first place in a VFW essay contest. Pictured, left
to right, are: Joe McCourt; Sarah Odim; Cara Argila; Mrs. Argila;  Mr. Argila;
Ralph Gerace, Assistant Principal of Terrill Middle School; Officer Arthur
Bruschetti, SLEO for Terrill Middle School; Kevin Holloway Principal of Terrill
Middle School, and Margaret W. Hayes, Superintendent of Schools.

Read Across America Week Activities
Celebrating Dr. Seuss in SP-F Schools
SCOTCH PLAINS — All five

elementary schools participated in
many exciting activities to celebrate
Read Across America Week.
Whether it was wearing pajamas to
school, crazy hair day, performing
random acts of kindness or taking
part in a number of Dr. Seuss activi-
ties, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood el-
ementary students, parents, teach-
ers, Board of Education members,
as well as members of the commu-
nity, found fun ways to promote
their love of reading.

Park Middle School’s PA.L.S. stu-
dents (Peer and Leadership Sup-

port) walked over to School One
and Terrill Middle School P.A.L.S.
students visited J.A. Coles to read
to the younger students.

WHS Strive Club to
Hold Auditions

Awareness Expo, Mar.13, To
Honor Lisa Wendel

WESTFIELD — The 26th Annual
Awareness Expo is scheduled to take
place on Wednesday, March 13, at
Edison Intermediate School (EIS),
located at 800 Rahway Avenue, from
7:15 to 9:45 p.m. Presented by the
Westfield PTC – Special Education
Committee, the Awareness Expo will
provide parents and educators of spe-
cial needs children with information
and resources to aid in their ongoing
education and growth.

Since 1993, the Awareness Expo
has showcased distinguished speak-
ers ranging from highly acclaimed
psychologists and educators to finan-
cial experts and attorneys whose var-
ied insights empower parents and
educators to better serve their chil-
dren and students.

With an estimated 300 attendees
anticipated, each session at the Expo
will be presented twice, allowing at-
tendees of the event to participate in
two presentations.

The Westfield PTC – Special Educa-
tion Committee will award the “Make a
Difference Award” to Lisa Wendel, who
truly made a difference to parents, stu-
dents, and educators alike in her vari-
ous volunteer roles in the Westfield
district for many years. This award is
given annually to an individual or group

who displays exemplary efforts in sup-
port of Special Education.

Topics will include: F2F in Digital
Space: Coping with Your Child’s Use
of Social Media, Cell Phones, and
Video Games; Obsessive Compul-
sive Disorder: Not Just Hand-Wash-
ing; Deconstructing Reading Disabili-
ties: The Differences and Similarities
and How to Address Them; Special
Education Advocacy from a
Neurodiversity Perspective.

Speakers will include Dr. Michael
M. Osit, Ed.D., Dr. Matthew Liebman,
Psy.D., Nicole Liebman, LPC, Megan
Cook, LPC, Dr. Robert Zambrano,
Psy.D., Dr. Megan A. Brown, Ph.D.,
Dr. Megan A. Brown, Ph.D., Jaime
Lehrhoff, M.A., LDT-C, Jaime
Lehrhoff, M.A., LDT-C, and Robin
Roscigno, M.S.Ed.

The Expo is open to the public and
is free of charge; please pre-register
at: https://tinyurl.com/y2k2sdn9. A
total of 1.5 professional development
hours per session will be offered.

Fore more information, email:
WestfieldSpecialEdParents@gmail.com,
go on the Web: https://
www.westfieldnjk12.org/apps/pages/
specialedparents, or Facebook:
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
WestfieldSpecialEdParents.

Zoe Rodriguez of Fanwood
Advances in Ntl. Competition

FANWOOD — Zoe Rodriguez of
Fanwood was among The University of
Scranton’s mock trial team members
who secured a bid to the opening round
of the championship series of the Ameri-
can Mock Trial Association for the first
time after competing in the Association’s
regional qualifier at Pennsylvania State
University in February.

The American Mock Trial Associa-
tion serves as the governing body for
the intercollegiate mock trial competi-
tion and hosts 25 regional tournaments,
followed by eight opening round cham-
pionship tournaments and a national
championship tournament. Each year,
approximately 600 teams from more
than 350 universities and colleges com-

pete in the tournaments.
Scranton’s team, in just its fourth

year of existence, was one of just seven
teams to advance at the regional com-
petition that included 21 teams from 15
colleges in Pennsylvania and New York.

Jason A. Shrive, Esq., assistant pro-
fessor in the sociology, criminal justice
and criminology department, serves as
the team’s faculty advisor. Sidney
Prejean, Esq., is the team’s coach.

Scranton’s team will compete in the
opening round of the championship
series at the Suffolk County Court-
house in Central Islip, New York, on
March 9 and 10.

Ms. Rodriguez is a junior criminal
justice major.

GOING TO NATIONALS…Zoe Rodriguez of Fanwood is among The University
of Scranton’s students in the mock trial team that will compete in the opening
round American Mock Trial Association’s national tournament in Central Islip,
New York, on March 9 and 10. Pictured, front row, from left, are: team members
Megan Bertrand, Veronica Sansone and Leticia Demps. Back row, are: team
coach, Sidney Prejean, Esq.; team members Nicholas Velez; Margaret Westerman;
co-captains Kimberly Shaw and Alexis Mergus; Zoe Rodriguez; Ryan Paolilli;
and faculty advisor Jason Shrive, Esq., assistant professor in the sociology,
criminal justice and criminology department.

Seton Hall Univ. Fall 2018
Dean’s List Announced

AREA — Seton Hall University
has announced the following students
who qualified for Fall 2018 Dean’s
list and congratulated them for their
outstanding academic achievements.

Garwood: Yasmine Boto, Rachel
Brooks, Sara Diwane, Justin Sousa,
John Taylor, Diana White.

Westfield: Gabrielle Brennan,
Kevin Campanello, Jenna Iorio,
Nicholas Rizzi, Michael Rossi, Mar-
garet Schantz, Joshua Schappel, Eliza-
beth Sottung, Danielle Vo.

Cranford: Amanda Brewster,
Catherine Doolan, Savanna Gerlitz,
Philip Halek, Lauren Infante, Brendan
Kane, Julia Logiudice, Brittany

Markase, Sara Matlosz, Siobhan
McGovern, Matthew Orsini, Carley
Quirin, Keara Reilly, Timothy
Romero, Delaney Trotter, Gabriela
Valdes, Jenna Williams.

Mountainside: Natalie Calegari,
Isabella DiCosmo, Benjamin Gillo,
Christopher Karant, Alexandra
Leontowycz, Alexander Lopez, Ava
Manganiello, Conor McGlew,
Raymond Menoni, Kristina Montesano,
Kevin Pereira, Nicole Sforza.

Scotch Plains: Darby Debonis,
Alexandra Gale, Samantha Hui, Cara
Lamastra, Nina Mineo-Pankiewitz,
Sierra Moorman, Erica Waltsak,
Victoria Wilkins.

Colgate Univ. Announces
Awards to Local Students

AREA — Alexandru Ionescu of
Westfield, a member of the Colgate
University Class of 2019, has earned
the fall 2018 Dean’s Award for Aca-
demic Excellence. Ms. Ionescu is a
graduate of Westfield High School. Her
current major is Molecular Biology.

McKella Sylvester, a member of
the Colgate University Class of 2021,
has earned the fall 2018 Dean’s Award
for Academic Excellence. Ms.
Sylvester is a graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School from
Scotch Plains. Ms. Sylvester’s cur-
rent major is English.

Students who receive a term grade
point average of 3.3 or higher while
completing at least three courses earn
the fall 2018 Dean’s Award for Aca-
demic Excellence.

Colgate University has also an-
nounced the Fall 2018 Dean’s Award
with Distinction. Students who re-
ceive a term grade point average of
3.6 or higher while completing at
least three courses for a conventional
letter grade during the fall 2018 se-
mester earn the Dean’s Award with
Distinction. The following local stu-

dents have received the Fall 2018
Dean’s Award with Distinction:

Westfield High School graduate,
Courtney Casale of Westfield, is a
member of the Colgate Class of 2020
and is currently a Neuroscience major.

Kent Place School graduate, Kathryn
Robinson of Cranford, is a member of
the Colgate Class of 2022 and is cur-
rently a Political Science major.

Cranford High School graduate,
Keith Brown of Cranford, is a mem-
ber of the Colgate Class of 2022 and
is currently a Political Science major.

goleader.com/subscribe
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Mountainside Library Plans
Additional March Activities
MOUNTAINSIDE — The Moun-

tainside Public Library has revealed
the dates and details for programs
taking place there during the sec-
ond half of March.

“Aging Services Kiosk” will be
featured on Friday, March 15, from
noon to 2 p.m. The Union County
Department of Human Services Di-
vision on Aging and Disability Re-
source Connection will have a staff
member at the library to answer
questions about Pharmaceutical As-
sistance, Home Energy Assistance/
USF Cooling Assistance, Home
Care, Home Delivered or Congre-
gate Meals, and Medicaid Caregiver
Relief Transportation.

“Rizzo’s Wildlife Discovery” will
be presented on Tuesday, March 19,
at 2 p.m. Located in Flanders, Rizzo’s
Wildlife World will take its exotic
wildlife program on the road to the
library. Eight to 10 animals will be
showcased, including snakes, lizards,
frogs, turtles, insects and small mam-
mals, as well as a baby alligator.

This fun and informative program
is appropriate for those in kinder-
garten and up. The presentation al-
lows the children to learn about
each animal, where they are from

and what they like to eat. Young-
sters will be able to interact or touch
the majority of the animals that are
presented in the program. Interested
persons are encouraged to call the
library early at (908) 233-0115 to
reserve a place.

Additionally, Tuesday Night
Movies will continue this month
with Little Women (2018, PG-13)
on March 12, at 6:30 p.m., and
Mission: Impossible — Fallout
(2018, PG-13) on March 19, at 6
p.m. Due to the Friends of the
Mountainside Library Book Sale,
there will be no movie on March 26.

Brown Bag Academy also will con-
tinue in March, on Mondays at 1:15
p.m., except for March 25 because of
the Book Sale. The current series fea-
tures lectures by Professor Allen C.
Guelzo, Ph.D., of Gettysburg College,
on “America’s Founding Fathers.”
Participants are invited to bring their
lunch; coffee, tea and cookies are
served for dessert. A new course, to be
selected, will begin in early April.

To register for programs where
applicable, stop into the library or
call (908) 233-0115. The Moun-
tainside Public Library is located at
1 Constitution Plaza.

Blood Drives During March
To Help Combat Shortages

AREA — The American Red Cross
has reported a severe shortage of
type O blood and urges type O do-
nors – as well as eligible blood and
platelet donors of all blood types –
to give now to ensure lifesaving pa-
tient care is not impacted this winter.

Two blood drives will be held in
the City of Summit this month. The
first will take place on Monday, March
18, from 2 to 7 p.m., at the American
Red Cross, located at 695 Springfield
Avenue. The second will be held on
Friday, March 22, from 2 to 8 p.m., at
Franklin Elementary School, located
at 136 Blackburn Road.

Type O blood is the most in-de-
mand blood type, helping patients
facing life-threatening conditions
and emergencies every day. Type O
negative blood can be transfused to
patients with any blood type and is
what emergency-room personnel
reach for when there is no time to
determine a patient’s blood type.

Type O positive blood also is
especially needed because it is the
most transfused blood type and can
be given to Rh-positive patients of
any blood type.

The Red Cross recently revealed
that it had less than a three-day

supply of most blood types, and
that blood products are being dis-
tributed to hospitals faster than do-
nations are coming in.

All blood types are needed to
ensure a reliable supply for pa-
tients. A blood donor card or
driver’s license or two other forms
of identification are required at
check-in. Individuals who are age
17 in most states (16 with parental
consent where allowed by state
law), weigh at least 110 pounds
and are in generally good health
may be eligible to donate blood.
High-school students and other
donors age 18 and younger also
have to meet certain height and
weight requirements.

To make an appointment or for
more information, download the free
American Red Cross Blood Donor
App, visit RedCrossBlood.org or
call 1-(800)-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767).

Blood and platelet donors can
save time at their next donation by
using RapidPass® to complete their
pre-donation reading and health
history questionnaire online, on the
day of their donation, before arriv-
ing at the blood drive. To get
started, follow the instructions at
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass or
use the Blood Donor App.

Preservation Comm. Revives
Student Art-Writing Contest
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Historic Preservation Commission
(HPC) is reviving the student por-
tion of its Devlin Awards program
with a contest in art and writing on
a preservation topic. All Westfield
students in middle and senior high
school are eligible. The deadline
for entries is Monday, April 15.

The student art and writing con-
test seeks to foster an appreciation
of historic preservation in teens and
young adults. Students are invited
to submit a work of art or creative
writing that imagines a favorite
place in Westfield as it may have
existed in another era. Entrants are
encouraged to include specific his-
toric details that help evoke the time
period and make it come alive.

Any original essay, story, or poem
may be entered in the writing cat-
egory. Any original drawing, paint-
ing or model may be entered for
the art category. Prizes will be
awarded in each category at the
middle- and senior-high level.

Created in 1993 to encourage the
use of established historic preser-
vation standards, the Devlin awards
are named for Harry Devlin, a promi-
nent local artist and architectural
historian. Judges for the student

awards are Wende Devlin Gates,
local realtor and daughter of Harry
and Wende Devlin; Linnea Rhodes,
artist, and Barbara Burton, librar-
ian and former HPC member.

Artwork may be delivered to
HPC, in care of Town Administra-
tor,  425 East  Broad Street ,
Westfield. Writing entries may be
emailed to hpc@westfieldnj.gov.

Submissions should include the
artist/author’s name, grade and con-
tact information. For additional in-
formation, visit westfieldnj.gov/
historicpreservation.

Photo courtesy of Rahway River Watershed Association
PROTECTING OUR RIVERS...The First Congregational Church of Westfield
and the Rahway River Watershed Association will present a discussion on current
environmental challenges such as pollution, flooding and chemical effects on area
rivers, the positive impact of native planting, and more during “Souper Sunday.”
The program will take place this Sunday, March 10, at 11:30 a.m., at the church.
This free event also will include soup and refreshments. The First Congregational
Church is located at 125 Elmer Street, Westfield. For more information, visit
fccofwestfield.org.

Kathy Barrett

Hist. Soc. Plans Mini-Course
In Cursive Penmanship

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Historical Society will sponsor a
mini-course in cursive handwrit-
ing penmanship to help ensure that
this important skill
does not disappear. As
most students today no
longer learn cursive
penmanship, the His-
torical Society is con-
cerned that historians
in the future may not
be able to read historic
documents or even per-
sonal letters from gen-
erations back.

The two-session
course will be offered
on consecutive Satur-
days, March 23 and 30.
It will take place at the
Reeve History and Cultural Re-
source Center, located at 314
Mountain Avenue, Westfield.
Classes will be held from 10 to
11:30 a.m. for a maximum of 12
students. Anyone in third grade and
above is welcome. There is a $20
fee per student for the course, pay-
able on the first day. Materials will
be provided.

Retired teacher Kathy Barrett
will provide the instruction. Mrs.
Barrett will teach the basics of pen-
manship using the Zaner-Bloser
method. Over the two sessions, par-
ticipants will be exposed to size,

shape, slant and spacing, which
will culminate in the creation of a
personal style and signature.

Research has shown that students
who learn cursive writ-
ing may process infor-
mation better. Addi-
tionally, in an age of
screens, penmanship
can provide a tactile
and creative outlet ac-
tivity, according to the
Historical Society.

To register for the
course, contact the
Westfield Historical
Society. The phone
number for the His-
torical Society is (908)
654-1794 and the e-
mail address for the or-

ganization is
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.

The Westfield Historical Soci-
ety celebrated its 50th anniversary
in 2018. Since 1968, the 501(c)(3)
non-profit Westfield Historical So-
ciety has worked to preserve, in-
terpret and encourage interest in
history, Westfield and its residents
through educational efforts and
community outreach programs. For
more information on the Westfield
Historical Society and its events,
visit westfieldhistoricalsociety.org
and like the organization on
Facebook.

WCC Reveals Events
Happening In March
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Community Center (WCC), located at
558 West Broad Street, has scheduled
multiple events for the month of March.

“Irish Singalong with Barbara” will
be the featured program on Monday,
March 18, at 12:30 p.m.

Movie Day: Florence Foster
Jenkins will take place on Tuesday,
March 19, at 10:15 a.m.

A Pedestrian Safety Presentation
from the Brain Injury Alliance is set
for Thursday, March 21, at 12:30 p.m.

An Art Exhibition and Auction will
be held on Friday, March 29, at 7 p.m.

To register for these programs, call
(908) 232-4759.

The WCC’s Senior Program is in
full swing with a daily Coffee Chat
and monthly Movie Days. Addition-
ally, the center offers Chair Yoga on
Monday mornings. Seniors also are
invited to come for bingo, puzzles,
games and trips.

Memory Café Set
For March 15

WESTFIELD — Jewish Family
Service of Central New Jersey, a
non-sectarian health and social ser-
vice agency, will host a free
“Memory Café” on Tuesday, March
15, from noon to 2 p.m. It will take
place at the Senior Resource Cen-
ter at The Lavy House, located at
748 East Broad Street, Westfield.

The “Memory Café” provides in-
dividuals with early to moderate
Alzheimer’s Disease/Dementia and
their care partners with an oppor-
tunity to enjoy lunch and socialize.
A light lunch is provided, with di-
etary laws observed, along with
entertainment and activities. Ample
on-site parking is available.

“The Memory Café” is funded
by the Standish Foundation and
Jewish Family Service of Central
New Jersey.

Registration is required for the
Memory Café program since space
is limited. To register, call Naomi
Kreutzer, Licensed Clinical Social
Worker, at (908) 352-8375.

Watson Coleman Named to
Semiquincentennial Comm.
EWING — Speaker of the House

Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) has named
Congresswoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman (D-12th, Trenton) to the
U.S. Semiquincentennial Commis-
sion, the organization developing
nationwide plans for the 250th anni-
versary of the founding of the United
States.

“On a national level, I’ll represent and
promote New Jersey’s Revolutionary
contributions as a member of the United
States Semiquincentennial Commis-
sion,” the Congresswoman said. “I’m
eager to ensure that our state’s story is
represented in the revolutionary heri-
tage that unites us all as Americans.”

U.S. Senator Robert Menendez (D-
N.J.) commented on the appoint-
ment, saying, “the 250th anniver-
sary of our nation’s independence
will be a moment for our country to
come together and remember that
we are all created equal and deserve
the opportunity to achieve our limit-
less potential. Congresswoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman’s leader-
ship will assure New Jersey’s his-
toric role in the American Revolu-
tion gets the appropriate attention.

“People from across the United
States and across the world will be
inspired to visit our great state and
see where ordinary men and women
sacrificed so much to accomplish
something so extraordinary. They will
be able to stand where George Wash-
ington and his men crossed the Dela-
ware and landed in Trenton, changing
the course of the war. They can visit

the historic battlefield sites in
Princeton and Monmouth, and see
where Molly Pitcher saved the lives
of countless soldiers and bravely took
up arms herself.”

“I applaud Speaker Pelosi’s ap-
pointment of Congresswoman Bonnie
Watson Coleman to the U.S.
Semiquincentennial Commission,”
said U.S. Senator Cory Booker (D-
N.J.). “The proud history of New
Jersey is inextricably tied to the events
that founded our nation. As the only
African-American woman and New
Jersey resident appointed to this com-
mission, Congresswoman Watson
Coleman will bring a much-needed
voice to that important story and I
have no doubt that the commission’s
dialogue will be better for it.

Sara Cureton, director of the New
Jersey Historical Commission, said,
“We are delighted that New Jersey’s
rich Revolutionary War history will be
so well represented by Congresswoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman, whose long
support for history will be an asset to the
Semiquincentennial Commission.”

“Crossroads of the American Revo-
lution is partnered with the New Jer-
sey Historical Commission to plan
the state’s commemoration of the
250th anniversary,” said Janice
Selinger, executive director of the
Crossroads of the American Revolu-
tion National Heritage Area. “We’re
thrilled that Rep. Watson Coleman
will be representing the state’s deep
Revolutionary heritage on the national
commission.”

PROMOTING SUMMIT PARK...Former Summit Councilman Robert Rubino is
congratulated as the recipient of the 2019 New Jersey Recreation and Parks
Association (NJRPA) Fay Matheson Award for outstanding work by a volunteer
to promote parks in New Jersey. Dr. Rubino is a founding member of the Summit
Park Line Foundation and is working to create a new park in Summit, the first in
over 80 years. Pictured, from left to right, are: NJRPA Awards Committee
Chairwoman Karen Zimmerman, Dr. Rubino and NJRPA President Bill Foelsch.

Foreign Film, Irish Music,
Kingston Trio Redux Due

FUMC Westfield Affirms
Decision to Welcome All

WESTFIELD — The First
United Methodist Church (FUMC)
Westfield has affirmed that the
church is open and welcome to all
LGBTQIA people following the de-
cision of the 2019 Special Session
of the General Conference of the
United Methodist Church.

“We believe that all of us are
fearfully and wonderfully made in
the image of our Almighty God,
who loves us all completely. We
believe that everyone deserves the
right to love and to serve the church,
and we grieve for the decision that
was made and for those who were
wounded by it,” revealed a state-
ment by FUMC Westfield released
on February 27.

The Special Session hosted Gen-
eral Conference delegates from the
global United Methodist Church,
February 24 to 26, to vote on a Way
Forward as to the church’s stance
on homosexuality, gay marriage,
and ordination of gay clergy.

The One Church Plan, recom-
mended by a majority of the Coun-
cil of Bishops, was voted down in
the Session. This plan would have
removed the current language in
the Book of Discipline condemn-
ing homosexuality, and retained the
unity of the global church while
allowing conferences and congre-

WESTFIELD — The Spring For-
eign Film Festival begins, Irish mu-
sicians will entertain, and The
Kingston Trio will be revived —
all at the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary. The library is located at 550
East Broad Street.

The Bulgarian film Glory will be
screened on Monday, March 11, at
2 and 6:30 p.m. In it, railroad
worker Tsanko Petrov is rewarded
with a new watch after turning
found money over to the police.
The watch, however, soon stops
working, and his old watch, a fam-
ily relic, is lost. Petrov begins his
desperate struggle to recover both
his old watch and his dignity.

On Wednesday, March 13, at 7
p.m., guitarist Mark Kilianski and
fiddler Deb Shebish will carry on the
tradition of Irish music with vibrance
and reverence. Audience members
will be treated to lively reels and
jigs, boisterous pub songs and ten-
der ballads, as well as the stories and
history that go along with them.

After establishing an explosive
musical connection at the Appala-
chian String Band Festival in West
Virginia, the two teamed up.
Berklee College of Music gradu-
ate and New Jersey native Mr.
Kilianski tours full time as a solo
artist, and with Americana duo
Hoot and Holler.

Philadelphia fiddler Ms. Shebish

holds a master’s degree in Scottish
Studies from the University of
Edinburgh, Scotland, and has per-
formed folk and classical music
with the likes of Mairéad Ni
Mhaonaigh, Ric Blair, Tim O’Brien
and The Three Irish Tenors.

Vocalist and vintage guitarist
Ken Lelen will play the music of
The Kingston Trio on Saturday,
March 16, at 2 p.m. The Kingston
Trio changed pop music between
the late 1950s and the late 1960s.
Their top hits included “She Was
Too Good To Me,” “A Rolling
Stone,” “Blowin’ in the Wind” and
“Last Thing On My Mind.” When
Mr. Lelen performs The Trio’s
songs, he plays on vintage acoustic
guitars for an authentic, back-in-
the-day sound.

These programs are free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 40-plus
libraries that are part of the
Middlesex Union Reciprocal
Agreement Libraries. Interested
persons are advised to check the
Westfield Memorial Library’s
website, wmlnj.org, to see if their
library is a MURAL participant.
To register for any or all of the
three upcoming programs, visit
wmlnj.org and click on the Online
Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090,
option 0.

gations the freedom to interpret
scripture and understand as they
saw fit. The Session passed the
Traditional Plan, which affirms and
strengthens the current language in
the Book of Discipline. For more
information about the United Meth-
odist Church and the Special Ses-
sion, visit umc.org.

“The motto of the United Meth-
odist Church is ‘Open hearts. Open
minds.  Open doors.’  FUMC
Westfield stands behind this senti-
ment, and promises not only to be
a congregation grounded in love
for all of God’s people, but a con-
gregation that will stand and fight
for what is right,” the FUMC state-
ment continued. “We believe in the
power of the United Methodist
Church to do great things for the
Kingdom of God, but we first be-
lieve in the Greatest Command-
ment that Jesus set before us: ‘Love
the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind.’ This is the first
and greatest commandment. And
the second is like it: ‘Love your
neighbor as yourself.’” — Mat-
thew 22:37-39.

FUMC Westfield is located at 1
East Broad Street. For more infor-
mation about the church, visit
fumcwestfield.org.

What’s Keeping You From
Protecting Your Family’s Future?

Jayson M. Astel
CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

Think about your loved ones. What
will their future be like? Can you pic-
ture them living in your house many
years from now? Can you picture your
children going to college? Can you
picture your spouse or partner enjoy-
ing a comfortable retirement? These
are all pleasant visions –
but what if you weren’t in
these pictures?

If you were no longer
around, you’d leave a
gaping hole in the lives
of your survivors. The
emotional element
would be tough enough,
but the financial aspect
– the permanent loss of
your income – could be
devastating to all the
hopes you’ve had for
your family members.
Fortunately, you can
help prevent this “worst-
case” scenario from hap-
pening – if you have suf-
ficient life insurance.

Unfortunately, a lot of people don’t
– even when they recognize the need.
LIMRA and Life Happens, two orga-
nizations that provide education on
life insurance, report the following:

Only four in 10 Americans own an
individual life insurance policy – al-
though 85 percent say that most people
need life insurance.

More than one-third of all house-
holds report that they would feel an
adverse financial impact within one
month of losing a primary wage
earner’s income, while nearly half
would feel an impact in just six months.

What’s keeping people from pro-
viding adequate insurance for their
families? Here’s a sampling of the
most common reasons:

“I just don’t want to think about it.”
Let’s face it – like almost everybody,
you probably don’t like to think about
death. And consequently, you may well
be inclined to postpone thinking about
life insurance. But if you can just envi-
sion what your loved ones’ lives would
be like without you, in terms of their
financial situation, you will find it
easier to address your insurance needs
in a calmer, more analytical manner.

“I have other financial priorities.”
You will always have financial obliga-

tions – mortgage or rent payments, car
payments, credit card bills, student
loans, etc. You can’t ignore these ex-
penses, but ask yourself this: Do any of
them really take priority over the future
happiness and welfare of your loved
ones? Since the answer to this question

is obviously “no,” you will
likely conclude that main-
taining adequate life in-
surance is one of the most
important financial moves
you can make.

“I can’t afford life in-
surance.” If you think life
insurance is prohibitively
expensive, you’re not
alone. In fact, 80 percent
of consumers think life
insurance costs more than
it does, according to
LIMRA and Life Hap-
pens, while nearly half of
the “millennial” genera-
tion estimates the cost at
five times more than the

actual amount. In reality, some types
of life insurance, such as term insur-
ance, is highly affordable.

“I don’t know how much insurance
I’ll need.” To determine an appropri-
ate level of coverage, you’ll need to
consider a variety of factors, such as
the number and age of your depen-
dents, size of your mortgage, spousal
income, amount of employer-provided
insurance, and so on. A financial pro-
fessional can help you calculate the
amount of protection you need.

As you can see, none of the reasons
listed above should really keep you
from adding life insurance to your
overall financial strategy. So, take
action soon to help ensure that your
wishes for your family’s future will
become reality.

Edward Jones is a licensed insur-
ance producer in all states and Wash-
ington, D.C., through Edward D. Jones
& Co., L.P. and in California, New
Mexico and Massachusetts through
Edward Jones Insurance Agency of
California, L.L.C.; Edward Jones In-
surance Agency of New Mexico,
L.L.C.; and Edward Jones Insurance
Agency of Massachusetts, L.L.C.
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Linda Condrillo
Plans Book Launch

MOUNTAINSIDE —
Mountainside author Linda Condrillo
will officially launch her debut book,
“Period. The End: Wit, Wisdom, and
Practical Guidance for Women in
Menopause — and Beyond,” at the
Mountainside Public Library.

This event will take place on Thurs-
day, March 14, from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Chocolates will be provided, includ-
ing a sampling from The Chocolate
Bar of Westfield. The Mountainside
Public Library is located at 1 Consti-
tution Plaza.
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W+H School Presents
The Wizard of Oz March 8-10

AREA -- The Wardlaw+Hartridge
School presents this year’s spring
musical – The Wizard of Oz – with
three performances set for Friday,
March 8 through Sunday, March
10, in the Berry Performing Arts
Center. The Friday and Saturday
evening performances begin at 7:30
p.m. and the Sunday matinee finale
is 3 p.m.

Kallie Schildge of Westfield stars
as Dorothy and is joined on stage by
a cast representing all three divi-

sions of the school in this unique
production. Other leading players
include Shane Kornecki of Colonia
as the Cowardly Lion, Jason Kisare
of Bridgewater as the Scarecrow,
Jerry Zhang of Edison as the Tin
Man, Jaden Dugenio of Branchburg
as the Wicked Witch and Neil Shah
of Edison as the Wizard of Oz.

 Tickets are $12 for adults and $5
for students and children and can be
purchased online at http://
twhsnj.booktix.com.

RIS To Perform Musical
Bye Bye Birdie March 21-23
WESTFIELD – Audiences will “Put

on a Happy Face” at the Roosevelt
Intermediate School (RIS) production
of Bye Bye Birdie, the Tony-award-
winning romantic musical comedy
about 1950’s small-town America, teen-
agers and rock and roll. Performances
will take place on Thursday, March 21,
at 4 p.m., Friday, March 22, at 7 p.m.
and Saturday, March 23, at 7 p.m., with
a special Q and A session with the cast
following Thursday’s show. Tickets are
available at ris.booktix.com.

Set in 1958, rock star and teen idol
Conrad Birdie (Owen Ing) is drafted by
the army and his adoring fans are dev-
astated, but none more than struggling
songwriter and manager Albert Peterson
(Skyler Lipkind), who was working on
Birdie’s next hit song.

Albert’s longtime secretary and girl-
friend, Rosie (Bella Jarecki), is con-
vinced that this is the best thing that
could happen to her Albert, who can
now give up the music business and
settle down with her. In spite of this, she
helps Albert come up with a plan for
one more big promotion – a Birdie Fan
Club contest – where the winner will
join Birdie on live television for a song
and goodbye kiss. Sweet Apple Ohio
teenager Kim McAfee (Sarah
LaMonica) is declared the winner, but
no one has counted on the jealous wrath
of her boyfriend Hugo (Lucas Hubner)
and the chaos it would bring to their
small town.

“This musical was incredibly fun to
put together. Our talented cast and crew
bring the 1950’s vibe to life with scream-

ing teenagers, and classic, high energy
show tunes like “Put on a Happy Face”,
“A lot of Livin to Do” and “Spanish
Rose”,” said Director, Kimberly Jonny,
public speaking and drama teacher at
Roosevelt Intermediate School.

“This year, we are excited to feature
a special Q and A with the cast and crew
immediately following Thursday’s per-
formance. This is a great opportunity
for future Roosevelt students to learn
about what goes on behind the scenes in
musical theater,” she said.

This high-octane musical was cho-
reographed by Samuel Spare, who has
been performing professionally for the
past 10 years for such companies as Six
Flags, Busch Gardens, and more re-
cently Norwegian Cruise Line. The
musical direction was provided by
Roosevelt School music teachers,
Sabino Losco and Karen Romero.

In addition to the on-stage talent, RIS
students play a large role behind the
scenes. Student Stage Managers are
Alexa Rappoport and Alexa Mora, lead-
ing a team of students that work on
props, costumes, makeup, lighting and
sound, and run crew.

Tickets are $10 each and are on sale
at ris.booktix.com. Advance purchases
are recommended. Any tickets not sold
in advance will be available at the door.
Tickets are reserved seating. Perfor-
mances are on Thursday, March 21, at
4 p.m., Friday, March 22, at 7 p.m. and
Saturday, March 23, at 7 p.m. All per-
formances will be held in the audito-
rium of Roosevelt Intermediate School
located at 301 Clark Street, Westfield.

BYE BYE BIRDIE...Roosevelt Intermediate School’s production of Bye Bye
Birdie will take place March 21-23. Pictured, left to right, are: Bella Jarecki,
Skyler Lipkind, Owen Ing, and Sarah LaMonica.

On Borrowed Time Opens At
Westfield Comm. Players Sat.

WESTFIELD -- On Borrowed Time,
a drama by Paul Osborn, Opens Satur-
day, March 9, at 8 p.m. at the Westfield
Community Players. The theatre is
located at 1000 North Avenue West,
Westfield. The play is being directed
by Linda Viel, produced by Anne King,
and stage managed by Anne King.

Performances will run March 9, 16,
22, 23, at 8 p.m. and March 17 at 2
p.m.

Tickets are Adult: $22.00, Military
& Students: $10. For tickets, visit
online at: https://app.arts-people.com/
index.php?ticketing=wcpnj.

Synopsis: Gramps is idolized by
his young grandson, Pud, who mod-
els his every action after the old man.
But Gramps’ salty expressions and
rough behavior are frowned upon by
both the strait-laced Aunt Demetria
and Granny, so Aunt Demetria comes
to live with them, hoping she can
steer the boy in the right direction.
Death, in the form of Mr. Brink, comes

to claim Gramps but is forcibly sent
about his business. Still, he manages
to take Granny instead and later re-
turns for Gramps, who outwits Brink
by trapping him up an apple tree, thus
suspending Death throughout the uni-
verse. Aunt Demetria, who can’t see
Mr. Brink in the tree, tries to prove
that Gramps is insane in order to get
legal possession of Pud. Matters come
to a climax when one of the towns-
people tries to take Gramps to an
institution and is shot. But the victim
refuses to die, and the others plead
with Gramps to release Brink so that
the world can resume its normal cycle.
At this moment, Brink tricks Pud into
climbing the tree, and the boy falls,
fatally injuring himself. In order not
to be separated from Pud, Gramps
allows Brink to come down from the
tree and willingly goes with him to
the gates of Eternity where he is
greeted by his beloved Granny, scold-
ing him as usual.

Free Evening Concert by the
Musical Club of Westfield

WESTFIELD — The public is in-
vited to attend a free concert given by
The Musical Club of Westfield on
Wednesday, March 13, at 7:30 p.m.
This concert is offered as part of a year-
long series of events sponsored by the
Musical Club and will be held at the
First Baptist Church of Westfield lo-
cated at 170 Elm Street in Westfield.

The concert will open with Epitaphe
de Jean Harlow by French composer
Charles Koechlin performed by Chris
Dellarso, alto saxophone, Barbara
Lockley, flute and Mary Beth McFall,
piano. This piece was written in 1937
after the death of Hollywood actress
Jean Harlow. Koechlin was enormously
prolific, and eclectic in inspiration and
musical technique. However, the ex-
pressive core of his language remained
distinct from his contemporaries.

The trio will continue the program
with Sir Malcolm Arnold’s Grand
Fantasia. From 1948 until the early
1960s, Arnold composed prolifically,
and became known as one of the most
sought-after composers of the time.
This piece was written as a piece of
escapism at the time of the Battle of
Britain.

The concert will continue with
mezzo-soprano Drude Crane and guest

artists, the NJ Intergenerational Orches-
tra String Quartet, with members Zoe
D’Amico and Graham Cohen, violins,
Rodger Sweet, viola and Megan Sweet,
cello. They will perform Four Sonnets
by Luis de Camoëns by composer Jean
Berger: Although the ancient poets;
Where can eyes like mine look; All of
my life; O lovely eyes.

The program will conclude with pia-
nist Allison Brewster Franzetti who
will perform Images Book II; Cloches
à travers les feuilles, Et la lune descend
sur le temple qui fut and Poissons d’or
by composer Claude Debussy and L’Isle
Joyeuse also by Debussy.

There will be a reception with light
refreshments immediately after the con-
cert where audience members will have
the opportunity to meet the performers.
The Musical Club of Westfield is a non-
profit organization whose mission is to
foster and encourage good music, pro-
vide performance opportunities for lo-
cal musicians and support young musi-
cians from Union county with college
scholarships. It also sponsors the Jun-
ior Musical Club for students in grades
8 to 12 from the surrounding communi-
ties. Additional information about the
club can be found by visiting
musicalclubofwestfield.org.

Park Middle School Presents
Willy Wonka Jr. Mar. 22-24

SCOTCH PLAINS — All are in-
vited to attend the upcoming produc-
tion of Willy Wonka Jr. by the Park
Middle School Drama Club. This fam-
ily-friendly musical features both fa-
miliar favorites from the 1971 film
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
and a host of fun new songs for view-
ers of all ages to enjoy.

Tickets are available now at https://
parkwillywonkajr.brownpapertickets.com.

Tickets are $9.50 students/seniors,
$13.50 general admission. Ticket
sales help fund future drama club
productions.

Performances will be on Friday,
March 22, at 7 p.m., Saturday, March
23, at 7 p.m., and Sunday March 24, at
2 p.m., and take place at Park Middle
School located at 580 Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

The show is directed by Kaitlyn
Reiser, assistant director is Alison
Cosman, is choreographed by Lori
Anne Travers, words and music by
Leslie Bricussse and Anthony Newley,
and is adapted for the stage by Leslie
Bricusse and Timothy A. McDonald.
It is based on the book Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl.

A MUSICAL EVENING...On March 13, at 7:30 p.m., The Musical Club of
Westfield, will hold a concert at  the First Baptist Church of Westfield. Pictured,
are: Drude Crane with The NJ Intergenerational Orchestra String Quartet,Violin:
Zoë D’Amico & Graham Cohen, Viola: Roger Sweet, Cello: Megan Sweet.

Muddfest 2019 to Rock
UCPAC Saturday Night

RAHWAY – Union County Per-
forming Arts Center (UCPAC) will
present hard rockers Puddle of Mudd,
as they headline an electric show on
Saturday, March 9, at 7 p.m.

Puddle of Mudd is an American
alt-rock band formed in 1991. The
band has sold over seven million al-
bums to date and has had a string of
number one mainstream rock hits in
the United States, including “Blurry,”
“Control,” and “She Hates Me” off of
their triple-platinum album “Come

Clean.”
Supporting acts include fellow rock

bands Saliva, Trapt, Saving Abel, and
Tantric. Tickets are on sale now.

Tickets can be purchased for $30 -
$65 at www.ucpac.org/events, in per-
son in the Box Office, or by calling
(732) 499-8226. The Box Office can
be reached via email at
boxoffice@ucpac.org. UCPAC is lo-
cated at 1601 Irving Street in Rahway,
and is easily accessible to major roads
and public transportation.

Theatre Project Young
Playwrights Ceremony

CRANFORD – Ten very talented
students will be honored at The The-
ater Project’s Young Playwrights Com-
petition Performance and Awards Cer-
emony on Saturday, March 9, at the
Cranford Community Center located
at 224 Walnut Avenue.

These young writers represent eight
different high schools and 10 different
towns. The three prize winners will
see their work performed by the pro-
fessional actors of The Theater Project.
Honorable mentions will be presented
with citations and gift certificates. The
event, which is free and open to the
public, has been supported by grants
from New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, Investors Foundation and the
New Jersey Theatre Alliance.

First Prize: Kianni Keys, Newark
Academy; Second Prize: Jaid Green,
Bergen County Academies; Third
Prize: Fiona Flynn, River Dell Re-
gional High School.

Honorable Mentions: Jacqueline
Acunto, Bergen County Academies;
Julianna Felt, Oak Knoll School of the
Holy Child; Stephen Lehren, Colum-
bia High School; Jonathan Price,
Plainfield High School; Angel Cruz
Rodriguez, Thomas Jefferson Arts
Academy; Spencer Scalamoni,
Roxbury High School; Peren Yesilyurt,
Bergen County Academies.

The March 9 performance and
awards ceremony will be hosted by

Theater Project artistic director Mark
Spina, and award-winning playwright,
screenwriter and novelist, Bill Mesce,
Jr. of Linden.

Immediately prior to the awards cer-
emony, The Theater Project will pro-
vide free tutorials for any interested
entrant in this year’s competition. Each
young author is offered a half hour
script consultation with one of the
adult playwrights and directors from
the Theater Project. Young writers also
have the opportunity to meet with other
contestants and the actors performing
the winning plays.

The goal of the competition is to
encourage the next generation of the-
ater practitioners and audience by hon-
oring their work and bringing it to life.
The Theater Project is committed to
the concept that arts participation
builds fundamental skills in reading,
writing and critical thinking.

Plainfield Symphony
To Perform Sat.

PLAINFIELD -- On Saturday,
March 9, at 7 p.m., the Plainfield
Symphony will be performing works
from Beethoven's final quartet and
Brahms' Symphony no. 3. The con-
cert will be held at the Crescent Av-
enue Presbyterian Church located at
716 Watchung Avenue. For tickets:
www.plainfieldsymphony.org.

WHS Presents Sweet Charity
On March 14, 15 and 16

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
High School  (WHS) Theatre Depart-
ment is proud to present Sweet Char-
ity, book by Neil Simon, score by Cy
Coleman, lyrics by Dorothy Fields,
and original choreography by Bob
Fosse, on Thursday, March 14, Fri-
day, March 15 and Saturday, March
16. All performances are at 7:30 p.m.

Inspired by Federico Fellini’s
“Nights of Cabiria,” Sweet Charity
explores the turbulent love life of
Charity Hope Valentine (Nicole
Player), a hopelessly romantic but
comically unfortunate dance hall host-
ess in 1960s New York City.

Charity is determined to change
her life for the better after being
unceremoniously dumped by her lat-
est boyfriend Charlie (Finn McGurn).
Singing, dancing, laughing and cry-
ing her way through one misadven-
ture after the next, Charity joins a
host of other vibrant characters in-
cluding cynical girlfriends, her sleezy
manager Herman (Matthew Siroti),
an Italian film heartthrob Vittorio
Vidal (Daniel Shakal), and the phony
evangelist Daddy Brubeck (Sean
Marner), as she embarks on a wild
ride and quest for love. Will her luck
change when she meets a hilariously
claustrophobic tax accountant, Os-
car Lindquist (Matthew Meixner).

Nominated for nine Tony Awards,
the electrifying musical comedy fea-
tures the breathtaking choreography of
the legendary Bob Fosse, and musical
theatre classics like “Big Spender” and
“If My Friends Could See Me Now.”

“Sweet Charity is literally a story
about ‘Hope’, a young woman with
hopeful romanticism and unfailing op-
timism, something that everyone can

relate to,” said Director Daniel Devlin.
“In the end, Charity realizes, as many of
us do as well, that the real answer to
happiness lies somewhere inside her
hope and her heart”.

Other featured cast include, Alex Sica,
Elisa Saint-Denis, Emma Herber, Lily
Paone, Katie Ceraso, Abbie Painter,
Julia Salvato, Talia McRoberts,
McKenzie Waddell, Liz Rosenberg, as
the Taxi Dancers.

Members of the show’s ensemble
include, Sammy Bauer, Olivia
Bergman, Michael Bonner, Eva Boyes,
Anthony Butera, Maeve Collins, Olivia
Ebel, Roselyne Garabete, Jessie Karlin,
Noah Lipkind, Kayla Louison, Joshua
Madera, Finn McGurn, Vincent Mora,
Aishik Palit, Gianni Pizzi, Sarah
Rappoport, Caroline Schafer, Meredith
Shepherd, Alyrie Silverman, Sophie
Tananbaum, Andrew Zanfagna.

In addition to the on-stage talent,
WHS students play a large role behind
the scenes, working on the show’s cos-
tumes, makeup, props, lighting and
sound, and designing and building the
set.

The award-winning WHS Theatre
Department is an inclusive community
offering outstanding opportunities for
all students to develop their skills in
acting, technical theatre, and live per-
formance. Its mission is to help every
student reach their highest potential as
an artist and as an individual.

Tickets for Sweet Charity are $14
each and are on sale at
whstd.booktix.com. Advance purchases
are recommended. Any tickets not sold
in advance will be available at the door.
Tickets are reserved seating. All perfor-
mances will be held in the auditorium of
WHS, located at 550 Dorian Road.

SWEET CHARITY...Westfield High School’s spring play is Sweet Charity.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Talia McRoberts, Lily Paone, McKenzie Waddell,
Elisa Saint-Denis, Nicole Player, Alexandra Sica, Emma Herber, Abbie Painter,
Julia Salvato and Liz Rosenberg.

Ms. Massa told them. It was a little
over a week before opening night and
Ms. Massa urged her actors to start
becoming familiar with their costumes.
“Gentlemen start wearing hats tomor-
row,” she said.

A vocal note was given by Matthew
Hosmer, musical director: “A generic
note for all,” he said to the ensemble
and leads. “Use the intensity of your
voice, not breathiness even when you

aren’t singing loud. Sing on your
voice,” he said.

As the group broke up to go home,
energy was still high in anticipation of
the opening night, Friday, March 8.

Tickets to see this iconic show that
has featured star performers through
the years may be purchased at the door
at CHS. These young people in the
show could be ones of whom you might
say in 10 years, “I knew them when!”

Cranford High School’s Hello, Dolly!
~continued~
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‘Put on Your Sunday Clothes’ for
Cranford High’s Hello, Dolly!

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY FOR THE BIG SHOW...In the Cranford High School auditorium last week, male cast members of Hello, Dolly!
strike a pose at the end of the number, “It Takes a Woman.” The show, which is directed and choreographed by Michelle
Massa, runs Friday, March 8, and Saturday, March 9, at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, March 10, at 2 p.m.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD -- How does a 15- or
16-year-old play a 65-year-old
woman? For senior Nora Sullivan,
who is playing Dolly Levy, the lead
character in the Jerry Herman’s classic
musical Hello, Dolly! and a student in
the Cranford High School (CHS) Per-
forming Arts Department, it’s all about
the walk. “I have spent time analyzing
and doing her walk,” Nora said in an
interview last Tuesday durng rehearsal.
This teen, wise beyond her years, un-
derstands that when the curtain goes
up on Thursday, March 7, through
March 10, she is playing a character
who is not at all like herself.

From the moment Dolly steps on
stage, she is extroverted, bubbly, fast-
talking, and an energetic whirlwind in
her matchmaking and all the other
professions she claims to master. “I’m
not like Dolly at all. In fact, I am more

than introverted,” Nora confessed. So,
for Nora, the hardest line for her to
deliver, she said, is her very first one,
her introduction at the top of the show.
“I have a low-speaking voice, so I’ve
worked on pitch variation among other
things for this role,” Nora said. Nora
has had a variety of vocal coaches and
teachers through the years to prepare
her for this demanding character.

Fellow senior Noah Wohlsen plays
the role of 65-year-old Horace
Vandergelder. He said he has played an
older person throughout his high school
career. That theater history has helped
him. “It’s important for Horace to be
gruff yet comedic at the same time. It’s
a complex role,” Noah explained.

Another lead, Mrs. Irene Molloy,
the widowed hat shop owner, is played
by Katrina Wischusen. She shared
that she’s having fun with the role that
is traditionally played much lower
key than the exuberant Dolly. Katrina

said not to underestimate her charac-
ter, who is smarter than most people
think. She teams up with fellow se-
nior Rose Michetti, who plays Minnie,
Mrs. Molloy’s ditsy employee.

At the rehearsal run-through, the
tech crew, under the direction of
Cranford acting and tech teacher David
Marconi, stood at the ready. Most of
the students in the group are part of the
CHS Performing Arts Department that
teaches all the behind-the-scenes skills
that are needed to keep the show lit,
sound checked and stage managed.
Mr. Marconi teaches both Elements of
Acting and Technical Theater.

Director and Choreographer
Michelle Massa during rehearsal gave
notes to the teens on their performance.
Specific, personal observations were
voiced about projection and interpreta-
tion, as well as blocking. “Guys, you
need to take it to the next level now,”

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DANCE LIKE NO ONE IS WATCHING…Director Morgan Knight, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School, asks teens at a
recent rehearsal to “Dance like you are in your sweatpants in your room at 2 a.m. Why am I asking this?” he questioned the
cast of Mamma Mia! “I want you to feel unencumbered joy when you dance.” Choreographer Kara Drake of the Elite
Performing Arts Center in Scotch Plains was on hand to give pointers to the students whose first show is March 8.

Behind the Scenes at the SPFHS
Production of Mamma Mia!

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Imagine be-
ing at the helm of a high school musi-
cal that has a total of 100 teens onstage,
in the orchestra pit and backstage. It
undoubtedly is a daunting task, but
according to Jan Allen, producer and
musical director of the upcoming mu-
sical Mamma Mia! to be presented at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
it really does take a village. “We have
a number of new professionals we are
working with this year and that’s ex-
citing. It brings new energy,” Ms.
Allen said.

Her biggest challenge is the logistics
of helping schedule the rehearsals to
accommodate the hectic calendars of
the teens who are a part of the show.
“There’s a jazz band state competition
during this week. We are preparing for
a trip to the Festivals of Music in Bos-
ton, and our kids are conscientious
about maintaining their grades,” Ms.
Allen said. So juggling is part of the job
for the adults and teens alike.

Handing off some responsibility to
student leaders is a big help, Ms. Allen
said. Morgan Knight, the director,
Courtney Nemec, the assistant director,
Kara Drake, the choreographer, help

share the responsibility.
Student music director Rachella

Carlino also plays the role of Sophie.
“She records tracks for students if they
are having difficulty in memorizing their
choral part,” Ms. Allen said. “As a REP
officer,” Rachella explained, “I feel it’s
my responsibility to facilitate the re-
hearsals as much as possible.” She con-
tinued enthusiastically, “This is such a
fun, magical show – we hope it can bring
the community together and make people
happy just by hearing the music.”

The producer was quick to give credit
also to senior Sarah Gorman, rehearsal
pianist. “She’s been exceptional, in-
valuable,” Ms. Allen said. Sarah ex-
plained that she has been a pianist for
choral groups all four years of high
school. She’s been studying and play-
ing the instrument for 11 or 12 years, so
music is in her future in college.

Assisting the choreographer is Paola
Bayotas III, dance captain, who also
plays the role of Sky. “My job as dance
captain is to be Ms. Kara’s second
voice, to help clean up spots for those
kids who are not dancers. It may be
hand placement or a certain combo. I
am there for my cast members to come
to me and not bother her about some of
the little details,” said Paola.

The job of stage manager for a teen is
a huge responsibility. Senior Josh Venick
came into the side music room to be
interviewed decked out in a black tux-
edo and red bowtie. Juggling his sched-
ule, his outfit was for the jazz band
Moonglowers competition later that
night for the New Jersey State prelimi-
naries under the direction of Durand
Thomas. Josh’s job duties for the mu-
sical include taking the blocking notes
given by the director and giving re-
hearsal reports to the director.

Just how can one teen tell another
teen what to do backstage without in-
curring animosity? “If I make a request
in the context of the show, and not a
personal demand, it works,” Josh ex-
plained. “I say things to my peers in a
way that I would want to be treated.” He
has had experience in leading since he
was the drum major of the marching
band last fall. Josh’s view of the show
will be from the sound box during each
performance, calling the show for light-
ing and sound cues.

The show runs for the next two
weekends, opening Friday, March 8,
with performances Saturday, March
9, 10, 14, 15 and 16. To purchase
tickets in advance, go to, https://
mammamiaspfhs.brownpapertickets.com.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School junior CJ
Composto, competing in his third
NJSIAA Championship, had de-
signs to improve upon his fifth-
place finish from last year at
106-lbs. And he did! But he did

have concerns jumping up to the
126-lb class this year; however,
the fear factor vanished when he
defeated second-seeded Joey
Olivieri (last year’s 106-lb cham-
pion) of Hanover Park, 4-3, to
place third at Boardwalk Hall in
Atlantic City (AC) on March 2.

Additionally, AC hosted the first
ever NJSIAA girls wrestling cham-
pionship.

“That kid was also 106 last
year, so I just love how two kids
go up 20 pounds and they are
wrestling for the third and fourth
place match at a state tourna-
ment. It’s just going to show
people that you shouldn’t be
afraid to gain weight,” Composto
expressed. “Up two from last
year [3rd place]! Next year two

more.”
Composto, who picked up his

100th career victory in the first
round of the Region 4 Tourna-
ment the previous week, was
seeded fourth and began his jour-
ney by pinning Jacob Glantzman
(Wall) in 3:01. His next bout took
only 23 seconds when he clamped
Geno Duca (Paulsboro) in a stand-
ing cradle and gently lowering
him to the mat.

Composto’s quarterfinal bout
with Nick Cabanillas (DePaul)
began in a similar fashion when

he wrapped him in a standing
cradle and got back points with
an arm bar. Cabanillas survived
but Composto was holding a com-
manding 9-0 lead in the second
period.

“That was nice to get but he did
a good job knowing that was
coming but I ended up getting
back points with my bar any-
way,” Composto commented.

Composto then eased up a bit.
Cabanillas would add a pair of
escapes and two takedowns but

BLUE DEVILS MILLER (182), HOERLE (120) WIN 3 BOUTS; COUGAR BENCIVENGA (152) WINS 3 BOUTS

Composto Grabs Third at NJSIAA Wrestling Championship
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Composto secured a 10-6 deci-
sion to advance to the semifinals
and to insure, at least, a sixth
place finish.

“I could have been a little more
offensive in that third period but
I think I did a good job. That gets
a lot of weight off my shoulders
because coming into the season
during the off-season I wanted
to go up a bunch of weight. People
were telling me that’s not the
best but me winning that match
proved to me that this is the
weight that I belong at,”
Composto said.

Facing top-seeded Bergen
Catholic’s Rob Howard, ranked
second nationally
[IntermatWrestle] at the time
and having committed to Penn
State, Composto wrestled well
but lost 8-3. Next would be his

fourth showdown with Roselle
Park Panther Eddie Hummel,
whom he had beaten twice and
lost once. This time Composto
pinned Hummel in 4:57 with an
arm bar to advance to the third/
fourth bout to face Olivieri.

“It was an arm bar. I did that in
the quarterfinals too. The
quarterfinals gave me that confi-
dence that I could turn good kids
with bars. That was definitely
great for me to get the last win.
I beat him before but I think this
really showed what kind of wres-
tler I am and how I can com-
pete,” Composto emphasized.

The bout began with Olivieri
scooping an ankle and getting a
single-leg takedown. Composto
escaped and managed to fight
off another single-leg lift attempt.
In the second period, Composto

escaped to tie the score, 2-2,
then managed to fight off an-
other single-leg lift. Olivieri es-
caped in the third. Composto
attempted two duck under to
double takedowns then made
good on the third one to grab a 4-
3 victory and third place.
Composto boosted his season

record to 35-2 and career record
to 107-10.

“That first period takedown
could have been the best thing to
happen to me. When he got that
takedown and I got that escape
right away, I came back pushing
because I knew I was down. So I
was pushing for five minutes.
Eventually you saw in the third,
he couldn’t keep up with the
pace,” explained Composto, who
added, “I knew he had a good
front head and heavy hips, so I
didn’t really want to get under-
neath with a single. So knew
duck-unders or doubles were
going to be my options to score
and I ended up getting the
double.”

Seeded seventh at 120-lbs,
Blue Devil junior Luke Hoerle
defeated Andrew Aromando

(Cherokee), 7-2, then after lead-
ing Nico Messino (Freehold), 3-
0, yielded a takedown in the final
seconds of the second period
then lost a scramble in the third
to be on the short side of a 4-3
decision. Hoerle beat Connor
Robinson (North Hunterdon), 7-
2, then pinned Colton Washleski
(Hunterdon Central) in 37 sec-
onds before being stopped one
short of the placement (top-8)
round by McKenzie Bell
(Kingsway), 5-2. Bell ended up
placing fourth.

Blue Devil senior Tim Miller,
seeded 20th at 182-lbs, was quite
impressive in his opening win
over 13th-seeded Derek Rooney
(Randolph). Miller began with a
head-and-arm takedown and a
two-point nearfall. He added an-

Brought to you by:

Jayson M. Astel, Financial Advisor, Edward Jones
908-233-4171  •  www.edwardjones.com/jayson-astel

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-3  Thursday, March 7, 2019

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Brought to you by:

Columbia Bank, Westfield Branch
908-233-2720  •  www.columbiabankonline.com

other three-point nearfall then
pinned Rooney with a far-leg-to-
back maneuver in 3:06.

“I went out there with high
nerves being the first time. But I
realized that every kid here is
beatable and I really opened up
out there and took it to that kid,”
Miller said.

In the pre-quarterfinal round,
Miller lost, 7-2, to Santino Morina
(Paulsboro), who ended up plac-
ing third.

“That’s one of the best kids I
will face in this tournament. I felt
like I was competing out there
but after that loss, I just have to
keep looking forward,” Miller said.

In the second-round
wrestleback, Miller exercised a
pair of head-and-arm takedowns
to beat Kal-El Corbitt (Oakcrest),
5-2.

“Right from the beginning of
the match I could tell that he
couldn’t do much to defend that.
The front headlock. I stayed in
my position where I was strong.
I think doing that didn’t give him
a lot of opportunities to score,”
Miller explained.

Next, Miller defeated Luke
Dignazio (West Essex), 4-3, and
needed just one more victory to
reach the placement round. Un-
fortunately he lost to Kieran
Calvetti (Delbarton), who placed
sixth.

Cougar senior AJ Bencivenga
(152-lbs) was all over Noah Fox
(Montville) in his opening round
and recorded a fall in 4:15.
Bencivenga’s quest for the top
rung ended when he dropped a
5-1 decision to Dante Stefanelli
(Delbarton), who would eventu-

ally place fourth.
“That was very disappointing. I

don’t get to be a state champ,
which I wanted to be but he was
sixth seed, I was 11th seed. I
knew he was going to be tough
but it was a good match,”
Bencivenga expressed.

However, with the score even
in the second period, Bencivenga
worked a Fireman’s takedown at
the edge of the mat and thought
he may have gotten the takedown
but to no avail.

“We rolled out of bounds. My
toes were still in but they didn’t
give it to me. If I would have
gotten that two, it would have
been a whole different match then
I would have been able to ride
him on top for a little bit and go
into the third period with me lead-
ing 3-1,” Bencivenga recalled.

Bencivenga then won a wild,
15-13, wrestleback bout over
Luke McFadden (DePaul).

“I took a good lead. I was get-
ting my shots then maybe he
was able to overpower me a little
bit. I was getting the turns on top
but his arm kept slipping out and
he kept trying to come headlock.
I kept trying to abandon him and

he got two backs [tilts]. I was
giving up free points that I
shouldn’t have given up. I just
have to get my rhythm back,”
Bencivenga said.

Next Bencivenga pulled off a 3-
1 sudden victory over Carsten
Diglantomasso (Jackson Memo-
rial). One more win would put
Bencivenga in the money round
but he dropped a tough 9-6 de-
cision to Nick Bennett (Delsea)
who would place sixth.

Cougar senior Conor Halpin had
a tough bout right off the bat
when he faced Lucas Revano
(Camden Catholic), who would
go on to win the 145-lb crown.
Halpin dropped a 14-4 major
decision but would win his first
wrestleback over Ryan Cawood
(Don Bosco). Halpin then lost 9-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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1 to Nicholas Pepe (Southern
Reg.).

Blue Devil junior Quinn
Gimblette (113-lbs) lost his first
bout to Vince Santaniello (Brick
Memorial) who placed third then
dropped his second bout to Jon
Prendergast (Highland Regional).
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider
sophomore Brandon Bowles
(113-lbs) after losing to Georgio
Mazzeo (Paulsboro), defeated
Demetri Poniros (Ocean Twp)
then lost to Joe Lamparelli (Allen-
town).

Roselle Park Panther Mark
Montgomery, who lost only 8-6
to top-seeded Nick Raimo
(Hanover Park) who would win
the 132-lb title, went on to place
third when he defeated Andrew
Clark (Collingswood), 9-3.
Rahway’s Rhise Royster placed

seventh at 145-lbs when he de-
feated Nick Boggiano (Toms River
North), 7-3.

For Rahway, Kaelan Francois
(106) won a bout, Shimei Paige
(195) lost two bouts and Josh
Darisme (220) won a bout. New
Providence: Nadeem
ElMahroukey (285) won a bout
and Joe Delia (160) lost twice.
Brearley’s Pat Phillips (113) won
two bouts. Roselle Park’s Gabe
Leo (113) and Elvin Guerrero
(145) each won a bout. Linden’s
Mike Afolabi (182) and Alex Dorce
(160) each won a bout. AL
Johnson’s Sebastian
Iakouchevitch (195) won a bout.

CHAMPIONSHIP SEQUENCE:
152: — Rob Garcia (Pope John) md
Nick O’Connell (Southern Reg), 13-5
160: — Rob Kanniard (Wall) d Connor
O’Neil (DePaul), 9-4

170: — Brandon Green (Paulsboro) d
Shane Reitsma (Howell), 13-9
182: — Christopher Foca (Bergen Cath)
d John Poznanski (Colonia), 7-4
195: — Jacob Cardenas (Bergen Catho-
lic) d Kyle Jacob (Paramus), 6-3
220: — Zach DelVecchio (South
Plainfield) d Mike Filleri (Garfield), 8-4
285: — Lewis Fernandes (Voorhees) p
Bardhyl Gashi (West Essex), :46
106: — Brett Unger (Hunterdon Cen-
tral) d Tyler Klinsky (Middletown
North), 13-6
113: — Dean Peterson (St. John
Vianney) d Nick Babin (Emerson/Park
Ridge), 3-2
120: — Eddie Ventresca (Pope John) d
Anthony Clark (Delbarton), 7-3
126: — Sammy Alvfarez (St. Joseph
Montvale) d Rob Howard (Bergen
Catholic), 4-3 sv
132: — Nick Raimo (Hanover Park) d
Luke Mazzeo (Emerson/Park Ridge), 8-4
138: — Joe Aragona (Pope John) d
Jacob Perez-Ell (Paulsboro), 7-1
145: — Lucas Revano (Camden Cath)
p Ricky Cabanillas (DePaul), 6:35
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Lady Blue Devils Dim

Edison’s Lights
In Sectional Hoops

Quarterfinals, 49-45
******

See Story on page 11
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee passed resolutions to
sell 83 Myrtle Street, appoint
Maser Consulting as the township
engineer, appoint a new zoning
officer, and move dispatch ser-
vices to the county, among other
resolutions. Also, an ordinance
was passed to raise the fees for
the community pool. Fees are to
rise between $5 to $20.

Residents from the neighbor-
hood of Myrtle Street have been
voicing their opposition to the
sale of 83 Myrtle Street since
December 2018 when they said
they had first head the land was
earmarked for affordable hous-
ing in the township’s housing
plan. AVIDD Community Services
of New Jersey has purchased the
land for $1 from the township
and are to provide housing to
people who are developmentally
disabled. AVIDD is to construct
two single-family homes, con-
sisting of four bedrooms each,
which will qualify as eight afford-
able housing units.

The township is currently seek-
ing to fulfill its second and third
round affordable-housing obliga-
tions.

The residents oppose the sale of
the land because the land is a
wooded area that provides a buffer
to the commercial areas, Memo-
rial Field-a lighted turf field, and
the Garden State Parkway, that
encircle their neighborhood. By
developing the land, the large

trees would be removed and would
thereby bring noise and artificial
lights into their homes, they said,
and would cause additional flood-
ing in the area which has no storm
sewer drainage, they added.

Marie Mayer of Hory Street asked
about another parcel of land on
Myrtle that is allocated in the hous-
ing plan to allow a mixed-use
development, which could be com-
mercial and residential, in what is
otherwise a residential zone. Town-
ship Attorney Ryan Cooper said

while the land is set aside as hav-
ing Realistic Development Poten-
tial (RDP) in the affordable hous-
ing plan, “there are no current
plans to develop that land.”

“To put a mixed-use
property…on that side of the
street and back it up to resi-
dences is deplorable and it is not
acceptable. Opening this door is
a gateway to additional develop-
ment,” Ms. Mayer said.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor,

Garwood’s New Joint
Committee to Meet Mar. 19

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Sara
Todisco stated last week that her
established joint committee,
which includes council, planning
board and board of education
members, will meet before the
Tuesday, March 19 board of edu-
cation meeting. She said those in
attendance will include Planning
Board Chairman Steve Greet,
Vice-Chairwoman Kathy
Villaggio, Board of Education
President Christine Guerriero and
Councilman Russell Graham.

The committee was established
to provide cohesiveness, collabo-
ration and joint-initiative execu-
tion to achieve common goals
amongst the three governing
bodies, Mayor Todisco explained
at last Thursday’s borough coun-
cil meeting.

“I am excited at this prospect
of having our respective entities
work collaboratively with one
another to tackle challenges as
well as create new initiatives,”
Mayor Todisco said.

Garwood’s future during rede-
velopment and post redevelop-
ment will be one topic, but “it will
be far from the only one,” the
mayor said. The meetings will
continue to occur on a quarterly
basis.

In other business, Councilman
Richard McCormack said he
wanted to “take time to discuss
and speak out against” a recent

resolution proposed by Berkeley
Heights township regarding
granted financial leniency and
accommodations to federal work-
ers during government shut-
downs. He said the resolution
was brought forth and to the
attention of Garwood’s council.

Mr. McCormack said the reso-
lution would allow New Jersey
municipalities the “right to waive
interest on real estate tax pay-
ments or provide greater grace
periods to pay them without pen-
alty (for federal workers during a
shutdown).”

“The legislation would further
permit deferred property-tax
payments, which would be due
on the next quarterly property-
tax due date, without penalty (
for federal employees only),” Mr.
McCormack said.

“The resolution is a slap in the
face to senior citizens and tax-
payers,” Mr. McCormack said.

He said taxpayers should not
foot the burden for government
shutdowns when parents who
have ailing children and who work
in corporate America or own their
own business, senior citizens who
can not afford increasing costs of
living, and struggling students
with loans are not afforded the
same leniency.

Mr. McCormack described the
proposed resolution as “outright
disgusting.”

Councilman Marc Lazarow said
that this Saturday, March 9, the
Garwood Fire Department will
present the Citizens’ Advisory
Panel with a demo for the ladder

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SCOUT’S HONOR…Girl Scout week is March 9 through March 16, as pro-
claimed at the Cranford Township Committee Meeting on Tuesday. Girl Scouts
of Cranford pose with the township committee.
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the sole commissioner to vote
against the sale of 83 Myrtle
Street, said she did not have
enough facts on the mixed-use
development on the other parcel
of Myrtle Street, and voted against
the sale of 83 Myrtle because of
the residents’ concerns.

Denise McDermott of Hory
Street, who has previously lived
on Myrtle Street, said, “We are
just fighting for our neighbor-
hoods. It has nothing to do with
what’s begin built there. There is
a small barrier that keeps us
sane.”

Jack Ryan said he felt the town-
ship commissioners misled the
group of residents opposing the
sale when in December at a pub-
lic committee meeting Mr. Ryan
said then Mayor Tom Hannen, Jr.
had said the township was “spit
balling” ideas about the prop-
erty, but three months later the
property is sold. At the same
meeting, another resident Tho-
mas Kash, said a recording of the
meeting showed one of the male
individuals on the township com-
mittee had said, “This is going to
be a lot tougher than we thought,”
he said. He said the statement
equates to the township deliber-
ately keeping the matter of the
sale of the property from the
residents.

Mr. Kash, who lives in the neigh-
borhood, said the opposition to
the sale has nothing to do with
the use as a group home after
Mr. Hannen said group homes at
the location is an “appropriate

use” in the community. He said
people in the township have ap-
proached him that there is a
need for special-needs housing.
Mayor Hannen said he “mis-
judged” the level of resistance
the residents would have for spe-
cial-needs housing.

“As a former Eagle Scout, with
family who has disabilities…the
town continually neglected this
issue for years…don’t play the
emotional card with me…,” Mr.
Kash said.

The committee also passed a
resolution to hire a new zoning
officer, Jason Bottcher. Accord-
ing to his LinkedIn account, he is
a GIS Coordinator at Hudson
County Division of Planning –
Certified Floodplain Manager, and
holds a master’s degree in urban
planning from Hunter College.
He is replacing Ron Johnson who
left the position.

The township, in a 4-to-1 vote,
with Ms. Dooley voting against, is
to have Maser Consulting back as
a consulting engineer, to fill the
vacancy left by William Masol who
was hired as township engineer in
June 2017 after the committee
voted, 3-to-2, to no longer have
a consultant engineer and go back
to an in-house engineer. The con-
tract will be for $25,000 as the
township continues to interview
candidates for a full-time in-house
engineer. Mayor Patrick Giblin said
Maser is to step in and fill the void
until the township decides if it will
hire another employee for the job
or go to a consultant.

A shared-service agreement
with the County of Union for
Emergency Dispatching Services
was approved, 4-to-1, with Mr.
Hannen voting against. The po-
lice and fire departments both
had recommended the move,
Mayor Giblin said. The move will
save the township $54,000 a
year, net, in operating costs, Ms.
Dooley said. She said they de-
partment has had issues with
retaining communications per-
sonnel and also filling those jobs.
The Cranford First Aid Squad, a
volunteer organization, will not
be incurring any costs as part of
this switch, Ms. Dooley affirmed
when asked by members of the
First Aid Squad. Also, the fire
department and first responder
radios need to be upgraded to
comply with mandates, and by
sharing services with the county
the township is able to take part
in a program that will save money
on purchasing the radios — re-
ducing costs from $1.8 million to
$1.1 million.

truck the department is request-
ing in this year’s capital expendi-
ture budget requests.

Mr. Lazarow said the fire de-
partment demo is one of several
steps various council commit-
tees have taken to prepare for
this year’s municipal budget.

“The (council’s) finance com-
mittee met on two separate oc-
casions for a collective total of
seven hours with our CFO, bor-
ough administrator, and in our
last meeting with our auditor,”
Mr. Lazarow said.

The finance committee “went
line by line to question and jus-
tify the needs of our depart-
ments,” Mr. Lazarow said.

The finance committee’s review
is intended to recognize the need
for “limiting any tax increases
while maintaining top-quality
services,” Mr. Lazarow said. Bud-
get review meetings will be held
on Tuesday, March 12, at 7 p.m.,
and Tuesday, March 26, at 7
p.m., affording the public the
opportunity “to go through the
budget and ask questions,” stated
Mr. Lazarow.

An informal meeting will be held
on Wednesday, March 20, at Bor-
ough Hall with Councilman
Lazarow, Councilwoman Jenni-
fer Blumenstock and Mayor
Todisco present.

“I hope to encourage all mem-
bers of the public to attend any of
these special budget or ‘break-
ing down the budget’ meetings
to provide their feedback, con-
cerns and questions,” Mr.

Lazarow said.
On Thursday, March 21, Union

County Division on Aging staff
will be at the Garwood Public
Library from 10 a.m. until noon
to assist senior citizens age 60
and older or their caregivers
with information on various ser-
vices. Such services include
meal delivery, respite care,
adult day care, and support ser-
vices for caregivers, stated Mr.
Lazarow.

ShopRite’s registered dietician,
Victoria Coglianese, discussed
the services ShopRite provides
free for residents who want
healthy snack lists, meal plans
and nutritional advice. Ms.
Coglianese said ShopRite has
worked closely with the borough
and residents in the past to de-
velop adolescent nutritional pro-
gramming or activities promot-
ing healthy lifestyles.

Mayor Todisco presented Ms.
Coglianese with a proclamation
acknowledging ShopRite’s efforts
to promote “healthier living”
within the borough.

The Garwood Police Depart-
ment is accepting applications
for part-time school crossing
guards, stated Councilman
Michael Ince. Prior experience is
not necessary.

“Anyone interested can pick up
an application at the police win-
dow,” Mr. Ince said.

Legal Newspaper for Union County, Cranford
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By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Mayor Patrick
Giblin and the township com-
mittee reviewed capital expen-
diture requests with municipal
department heads last week.

The mayor said the meeting
allowed each department to dis-
cuss with “the mayor and the
commissioners which requests
are being made, how the re-
quest benefits the department
and Cranford, the cost, and the
requests’ overall priority level.”
Cranford Business Administra-
tor Jamie Cryan said the town-
ship committee will review each
request as it relates to the over-
all budget, balancing cost effi-
ciency with delivering the most
resources at the lowest cost to
taxpayers.

The engineering department’s
capital budget request totaled
$2.14 million, stated Cranford
Township Engineer Bill Masol. The
2018 request was for $2.9 mil-
lion. The 2019 capital budget re-
quest amount includes road re-
surfacing and drainage restora-
tion projects throughout Cranford,
he said. Mr. Masol said the roads
selected include streets where
utility work has been completed
in recent years. Utility companies
will pay for road restoration “on
what they have disturbed,” but
will not pay for the entire road
project, stated Mr. Masol.

Mr. Masol said Retford Avenue,
Elm Street, Brookside Court and
Hillcrest Avenue are roads which
have been considered for the
2019 capital budget. Normandie

Place and Claremont Place are
projects which “should be con-
sidered in the foreseeable fu-
ture” in upcoming budget years,
he explained.

Commissioner Thomas
Hannen, Jr. said in reviewing
each proposed road project’s
cost, the committee may want
to select a restoration plan which
“stretches dollars out the best.”

Town-Hall Mtg. Held to End
Court-Mandated Housing

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — On Tuesday
evening, Union County College
(UCC) hosted state Assembly
Republican Leader Jon Bramnick
and Assemblywoman Holly
Schepisi (R-39, Westwood) for a
town hall on stopping court-man-
dated affordable housing which
has resulted in significant in-
crease in high-density housing
development. Mr. Bramnick rep-
resents the 21st District, com-
prising parts of Morris, Somerset,
and Union Counties. Ms.
Schepisi’s district covers por-
tions of Bergen and Passaic
Counties.

The meeting was held primarily
to address and inform residents
concerned about the 750 Walnut
Avenue project in Cranford, which
the property owner, Hartz Moun-
tain, is proposing to rezone the
property from commercial to resi-
dential to allow for 905 apart-
ments.

Prior to the meeting, a page
was distributed listing numerous

bills, which are intended to ad-
dress overdevelopment as a re-
sult of judicial decisions on af-
fordable housing.

Asm. Bramnick described the
State Legislature’s failure to act
on affordable housing as an ab-
dication of one of their responsi-
bilities. He said, “Even the courts,
even judges, don’t want this re-
sponsibility.”

Both Asm. Bramnick and Asw.
Schepisi pointed out that the liti-
gation involved in these cases
results in town councils essen-
tially having “guns to their heads
and having to choose the least-
worst option.” Occasionally
settlements include actual gag
orders, which Asw. Schepisi de-
scribed as “surreal.” She also
pointed out that because of this
opaqueness, nobody can accu-
rately measure the progress
that’s been made.

An inquiry by a member of the
public resulted in an interesting
point by Asw. Schepisi, who said
that her town of River Vale and
Harding Township had both dedi-
cated tax money to developing
affordable housing without de-
velopers. This means that while
the affordable housing is devel-
oped, it’s done so without the
usual four-to-one ratio of market
rate housing to affordable hous-
ing, thus minimizing the burden
on town infrastructure such as
roads and schools.

Several members of the public
questioned the presenters,
among them was Rita LaBrutto
of Cranford. She pointed out that

Mr. Masol stated the United
States Department of Transpor-
tation “favors” roads with parks
and schools on them when de-
ciding how much grant money
to approve for road projects.

The Downtown Management
Corporation (DMC) submitted re-
quests for 10 capital projects.
The DMC requested $7,500 to

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SNOW BOWL...Andrew Syeiler, an athlete on the Hawks team for the Special
Olympics, speaks on behalf of the proclamation honoring the Special Olympics
at a Cranford Township Committee meeting Tuesday. “Being a Special Olympic
athlete means a lot to me…I didn’t realize I could use my athletic ability for more
than myself…” Andrew said. He stands with members of the Luke’s Warriors
and Shark Finns, and Phil Morin, founder of Snow Bowl, which will take place
March 16 at MetLife Stadium. Mr. Morin is holding his son, Finn, a first grader
who has Down syndrome. Donate at www.njsnowbowl.org.
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Wednesday Morning Club
Offers March Activities

CRANFORD — The month of
March will offer members of the
Wednesday Morning Club many
opportunities to learn from oth-
ers through various activities.

The Public Affairs Department
will meet on Wednesday, March
13, at 1 p.m., at the home of
Barbara Jackson. The guest
speaker will tell attendees about
the special holidays celebrated
by members of the Muslim faith
throughout the year. Those plan-
ning to attend are asked to call
Barbara.

The Arts and Crafts Depart-
ment will meet on Tuesday, March
19, at 10 a.m., at the Cranford
Community Center. The theme
will be “Arts and Crafts Choice.”
Members are encouraged to bring
any project that they are work-
ing on or to continue their quilt-
ing project. The Community Cen-
ter is located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue.

The club luncheon will take place
on Wednesday, March 20, at
12:30 p.m., at Giovanna’s Res-
taurant, located at 1462 South
Avenue, Plainfield. Club member
Edie Coogan will speak about
Raphael’s Life House, which is
celebrating its 25th year.
Raphael’s Life House provides
shelter and supportive services
to homeless young women dur-
ing pregnancy and while caring
for their babies. To make a reser-
vation, contact Jane Reilly. The

cost is $22.
The Literature Department will

meet on Monday, March 25, at 1
p.m., at the home of Joan
McTeigue. She will lead partici-
pants in a discussion of “Alter-
nate Sides” by Anna Quindlen.
Interested persons are asked to
call Ms. McTeigue if planning to
attend.

The April business meeting will
take place on Wednesday, April
3, at 10 a.m., at the Cranford
Community Center. Co-Presi-
dents Sue Driscoll and Marie
Mastorakis will welcome guest
speaker Brian Campbell. A vice-
president/Investor Relations at
Wiley, a global research and edu-
cation company, he was named
one of “New Jersey’s Irish Ameri-
can Leaders” 2016-2018. He will
discuss his grandfather, George
Bell, who was born in County
Mayo, Ireland. George Bell was
an Irish Freedom Fighter and an
immigrant to America. The pub-
lic is invited.

Members are reminded to bring
non-perishable food items to club
meetings to be donated to the
food bank.

For more information about the
Wednesday Morning Club, con-
tact Co-Vice Presidents Carol
Moran at (908) 233-5635 or by
email at caromm@comcast.net
or Sandi Jacobs at (908) 317-
5256 or by email at
sandij301@gmail.com.

Governor Phil Murphy’s newly
presented budget includes $60
million for affordable housing.

Asw. Schepisi noted that bud-
get represents approximately
210 units of about 600 square
feet. She also stated for the
$250,000 to $300,000 per unit,
a family could be provided with a
housing voucher for a suburban
location for 18 to 20 years.

Responding to another person’s
inquiry, Asw. Shepisi said that
the current methodology does
not count housing vouchers,
mobile homes, tiny homes, or
foreclosure units.

Another member of the public
was Jim Bird, former mayor of
Hopewell Township, a commu-
nity in Mercer County. Mr. Bird
said that the 60 square mile,
historically agricultural town has
seen its population grow three-
and-a-half times since 1960. He
said the growth forced the town
to build schools, add teachers,
administrators, and police. He
said he is 100 percent behind a
moratorium on the court-man-
dated housing.

As the meeting closed, both
presenters encouraged those de-
sirous of change to reach out to
Governor Murphy, their state leg-
islators, and friends and rela-
tives who could do the same and
encourage the Legislature to pass
laws on this matter.

repair the Eastman Plaza clock
step lighting benefiting the
plaza’s aesthetic, stated DMC
representative Gabe Bailer. “Step
lighting would be added under
blue stone,” stated Mr. Bailer.

The DMC capital requests in-
clude 374 downtown-lighting
poles be repainted at a cost of
$28,000. Five steps are pro-
posed to be reconstructed out-
side of Track 5 Coffee on Eastman
Street. The steps are owned by
the municipality. The project’s
cost is estimated at $200,000,
stated Mr. Bailer.

Also requested by the DMC is
curbing, paving, pedestrian strip-
ing, new traffic and pedestrian
signals proposed at the intersec-
tion of North Avenue and North
Union Avenue at a cost to the
township of $225,000, stated Mr.
Bailer. A New Jersey Department
of Transportation grant would
finance an additional $750,000
of the total cost of that project,
stated Mr. Bailer.

Five municipal parking lots were
proposed for asphalt, milling and
striping to improve residential
use and the lots’ appearance,
with a projected cost range be-
tween $18,000 and $103,000,
stated Mr. Bailer.

In addition, the DMC requested
a four-power Victorian light pole
to be installed before the down-
town underpass. The light pole
would increase public safety at a
“heavily trafficked passageway”
at a cost of $4,000.

Cranford Emergency Manage-

ment Coordinator Matt Lubin said
the fire department is requesting
between $1.19 million and $1.34
million for an emergency radio
conversion. Mr. Lubin said the
fire department, emergency re-
sponse teams and the police de-
partment should be accessible to
one another through the “same
radio bandwidth.” He said an
unfunded federal mandate “post
9/11” that all first responders be
able to communicate with each
other on the same frequency
prompted the budget request.

Mr. Lubin said the federal man-
date states that all radio equip-
ment should be updated by 2020.

Police Chief Ryan Greco said
upon township committee ap-
proval, the radios will be up-
dated within the next year.

Mayor Giblin said each capital
request will be analyzed in terms
of priority regarding the overall
budget, the specific department’s
budget, and the ability of the re-
quest to achieve municipal goals.

Legal Newspaper for Union County, Cranford
Town Hall Mtg. HeldCranford Hears Budget Requests
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HEALTHY LIVING...Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco presents Victoria
Coglianese with a proclamation acknowledging ShopRite’s efforts to promote
“healthier living” within the borough. Ms. Coglianese is a retail dietitian at the
Garwood supermarket.

Saint Peter’s Prep
Second MP Honor Roll

AREA — James C. DeAngelo,
’85, Principal of Saint Peter’s Prep
in Jersey City, has announced
that the following local residents
earned honor roll status for the
second marking period of 2018-
2019:

Cranford: James Anderson, ’19,
Patrick Keenaghan, ’19, Andrew
Schmutter, ’20, John Scheurer,
’21, Ryan Cotter, ’22, Brian
Kealey, ’22, and Alexander
Puhak, ’22 earned First Honors.
Timothy Garcia, ’19, Jacob Quino-
nes, ’19, Liam Concannon, ’20,
Andre Carcamo, ’21, Michael
Scheurer, ’21, and Charles
Dino,’22 earned Second Honors.
Honorable Mention was attained
by Patrick O’Shea, ’21.

Fanwood: Aidan Christman, ’20
and Patrick Corrao, ’20 earned
Second Honors.  Honorable Men-
tion was attained by Connor
McElroy Barker, ’21 and Russ
StaRosa, ’22.

Mountainside: Kyle Hess, ’19
and Jay Post, ’20 earned First
Honors.

Scotch Plains: Ethan MacMillan,
’20 earned First Honors. Honor-
able Mention was attained by
Aidan Guarnuccio, ’20.

Westfield: John Thorburn, ’21
and Cyril Maliakal, ’22 earned
First Honors. Patrick Johnston,
’19, Aidan Lezynski, ’19, Andrew
Cherry, ’20, Colin Elliott, ’20,
Salvatore Imbornone, ’20, Brian
Mikovits, ’20, Michael O’Neill, ’20,
Kevin Tierney, ’20 and Henry
Brown, ’21 earned Second Hon-
ors. Honorable Mention was at-
tained by Nicholas Manganello,
’10, William Pikus, ’19, Christo-
pher Larkin, ’20, Colin Brancatella,
’21, and Liam Mooney, ’21.

First Honors is awarded to stu-
dents with an average of A or
higher (4.0) and no grade lower
than a C. Second Honors is
awarded to students with an aver-
age at or above the midpoint be-
tween A and B+ (3.7) and no
grade lower than a C. Honorable
Mention is awarded to students
with an average of B+ or higher
(3.5) and no grade lower than a C.

CRANFORD
Friday, February 22, Donald

Stiles, 44, of Cranford was ar-
rested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) after
police units were dispatched to
Centennial Avenue and Cayuga
Road for a motor vehicle crash.
One of the drivers, Stiles, was
charged with DWI. He was pro-
cessed and provided with a mu-
nicipal court appearance date. In
addition, he was issued motor
vehicle summonses for leaving
the scene of a crash and careless
driving.

Saturday, February 23, Freddy
Barroqueiro, 30, of Parlin was
arrested and charged with disor-

derly conduct after police units
were dispatched to a North Av-
enue East business for a dispute
in progress. Following an inves-
tigation on scene, one of the
parties involved, Barroqueiro,
was arrested for disorderly con-
duct. He was processed and pro-
vided with a municipal court ap-
pearance date.

Tuesday, February 26, Sean
Wade, 27, of Hillside was ar-
rested and charged with DWI as
a result of a motor vehicle stop at
South Avenue West and Wash-
ington Place for erratic driving.
Wade was processed and pro-
vided with a municipal court ap-
pearance date. In addition, he
was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for an unsafe lane
change, careless driving, failure
to keep right and no insurance.

Cranford Rec. Posts
Spring/Summer Reg.
CRANFORD — The Cranford Rec-

reation and Parks Department has
announced that registration for
Spring and Summer programs will
begin on Wednesday, March 13,
at 10 a.m.

The department’s Spring/Sum-
mer brochure, which lists all pro-
grams, will be mailed to Cranford
residents and also may be viewed
online at cranfordnj.org/recre-
ation-parks or by following the
department on Facebook at
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
CranfordRecreationAndParks.

All programs are for Cranford
residents only.

The recreation and parks depart-
ment strongly encourages that reg-
istration for all classes be done
online through Community Pass.
Online registration will enable indi-
viduals to register 24 hours a day,
seven days a week; to make pay-
ment by credit card and to receive
the latest program updates as they
occur through their account. Par-
ticipants may access their existing
account or create a new account by
visiting https://
register.communitypass.net/
cranford. Those needing assistance
to register online or who have any
other questions are invited to stop
by the recreation and parks depart-
ment or to call (908) 709-7283.

Jim Lowney/County of Union
DROP OFF YOUR STYROFOAM...Union County Freeholder Chairman Bette
Jane Kowalski, right, and Cranford Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley visit the
styrofoam drop-off site at the Cranford Conservation Center on Birchwood
Avenue to raise awareness about styrofoam recycling. To assist in the recycling
effort, the Freeholder Board has provided new signage and recycling bins for
Cranford and eight other municipalities in Union County. All Union County
residents can drop off clean, white, block-style foam for recycling at designated
locations in their municipality or at a countywide site located in Springfield. For
complete details, visit ucnj.org/recycling.

Library Book Club
To Meet March 18

GARWOOD — The Garwood Pub-
lic Library has announced that its
Monday Afternoon Book Club will
meet at 1 p.m. on March 18. No
registration is required. Interested
persons are asked to check with the
library for its latest book selection.

The library is located at 411 Third
Avenue. It is open Monday through
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Fri-
days, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and
Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. For
more information and to register
for programs that require it, call
(908) 789-1670. Information also
is available online at
youseemore.com/garwood.
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‘Put on Your Sunday Clothes’ for
Cranford High’s Hello, Dolly!

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD -- How does a 15-
or 16-year-old play a 65-year-
old woman? For senior Nora
Sullivan, who is playing Dolly
Levy, the lead character in the
Jerry Herman’s classic musical
Hello, Dolly! and a student in the
Cranford High School (CHS) Per-
forming Arts Department, it’s all
about the walk. “I have spent
time analyzing and doing her
walk,” Nora said in an interview
last Tuesday durng rehearsal.
This teen, wise beyond her years,
understands that when the cur-
tain goes up on Thursday, March
7, through March 10, she is play-
ing a character who is not at all
like herself.

From the moment Dolly steps
on stage, she is extroverted, bub-
bly, fast-talking, and an ener-
getic whirlwind in her
matchmaking and all the other
professions she claims to mas-
ter. “I’m not like Dolly at all. In
fact, I am more than introverted,”
Nora confessed. So, for Nora, the

hardest line for her to deliver,
she said, is her very first one, her
introduction at the top of the
show. “I have a low-speaking
voice, so I’ve worked on pitch
variation among other things for
this role,” Nora said. Nora has
had a variety of vocal coaches
and teachers through the years
to prepare her for this demand-
ing character.

Fellow senior Noah Wohlsen
plays the role of 65-year-old
Horace Vandergelder. He said he
has played an older person
throughout his high school ca-
reer. That theater history has
helped him. “It’s important for
Horace to be gruff yet comedic at
the same time. It’s a complex
role,” Noah explained.

Another lead, Mrs. Irene Molloy,
the widowed hat shop owner, is
played by Katrina Wischusen. She
shared that she’s having fun with
the role that is traditionally played
much lower key than the exuber-
ant Dolly. Katrina said not to
underestimate her character,
who is smarter than most people

think. She teams up with fellow
senior Rose Michetti, who plays
Minnie, Mrs. Molloy’s ditsy em-
ployee.

At the rehearsal run-through,
the tech crew, under the direc-
tion of Cranford acting and tech
teacher David Marconi, stood at
the ready. Most of the students
in the group are part of the CHS
Performing Arts Department that
teaches all the behind-the-scenes
skills that are needed to keep the
show lit, sound checked and stage
managed. Mr. Marconi teaches
both Elements of Acting and Tech-
nical Theater.

Director and Choreographer
Michelle Massa during rehearsal
gave notes to the teens on their
performance. Specific, personal
observations were voiced about
projection and interpretation, as
well as blocking. “Guys, you need
to take it to the next level now,”

Ms. Massa told them. It was a
little over a week before opening
night and Ms. Massa urged her
actors to start becoming familiar
with their costumes. “Gentlemen
start wearing hats tomorrow,”
she said.

A vocal note was given by Mat-
thew Hosmer, musical director:
“A generic note for all,” he said to
the ensemble and leads. “Use
the intensity of your voice, not
breathiness even when you aren’t
singing loud. Sing on your voice,”
he said.

As the group broke up to go
home, energy was still high in
anticipation of the opening night,
Friday, March 8.

Tickets to see this iconic show
that has featured star perform-
ers through the years may be
purchased at the door at CHS.
These young people in the show
could be ones of whom you might
say in 10 years, “I knew them
when!”

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY FOR THE BIG SHOW...In the Cranford High School auditorium last week,
male cast members of Hello, Dolly! strike a pose at the end of the number, “It Takes a
Woman.” The show, which is directed and choreographed by Michelle Massa, runs
Friday, March 8, and Saturday, March 9, at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, March 10, at 2 p.m.

Seton Hall Univ. Fall 2018
Dean’s List Announced

AREA — Seton Hall University
has announced the following stu-
dents who qualified for Fall 2018
Dean’s list and congratulated
them for their outstanding aca-
demic achievements.

Garwood: Yasmine Boto, Rachel
Brooks, Sara Diwane, Justin
Sousa, John Taylor, Diana White.

Westfield: Gabrielle Brennan,
Kevin Campanello, Jenna Iorio,

Nicholas Rizzi, Michael Rossi, Mar-
garet Schantz, Joshua Schappel,
Elizabeth Sottung, Danielle Vo.

Cranford: Amanda Brewster,
Catherine Doolan, Savanna
Gerlitz, Philip Halek, Lauren
Infante, Brendan Kane, Julia
Logiudice, Brittany Markase, Sara
Matlosz, Siobhan McGovern,
Matthew Orsini, Carley Quirin,
Keara Reilly, Timothy Romero,
Delaney Trotter, Gabriela Valdes,
Jenna Williams.

Mountainside: Natalie Calegari,
Isabella DiCosmo, Benjamin Gillo,
Christopher Karant, Alexandra
Leontowycz, Alexander Lopez,
Ava Manganiello, Conor McGlew,
Raymond Menoni, Kristina
Montesano, Kevin Pereira, Nicole
Sforza.

Scotch Plains: Darby Debonis,
Alexandra Gale, Samantha Hui,
Cara Lamastra, Nina Mineo-
Pankiewitz, Sierra Moorman,
Erica Waltsak, Victoria Wilkins.

Emerald Soc. to Host Party
Following St. Pat’s Parade

COUNTY — The Union County
Emerald Society will host an Irish
party on Saturday, March 16, from
2 to 7 p.m., at the Kenilworth
Veterans Center following the Union
County St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

Proceeds from the event will
benefit the Jack Casey Memorial
Scholarship Fund.

Irish entertainment will be pro-
vided by Brian Kennedy. Tickets
are $25 and include beer, wine,
soda, corned beef and hot dogs.

The Union County Emerald So-
ciety, a fraternal organization of

law enforcement officers and
firefighters of Irish descent, has
deep roots in the communities of
Union County and strives to cel-
ebrate Irish heritage and culture
while also supporting important
causes including Project Children
and the Union County Baseball
League.

For tickets and more informa-
tion, call (908) 276-8766. Tickets
also will be available at the door.

The Kenilworth Veterans Cen-
ter is located at 33 South 21st
Street, Kenilworth.
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