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Squad Juniors Participate
In Staged Casualty Event

FIRST AID TRAINING...Junior members of the Summit Volunteer
First Aid Squad responded to a staged Mass Casualty Incident (MCI)
at the squad building on 1000 Summit Avenue.

   SUMMIT – On May 20, junior
members of the Summit Volun-
teer First Aid Squad responded
to a staged Mass Casualty Inci-
dent (MCI) at the squad building
on 1000 Summit Avenue. The
planned drill was designed to
challenge the proficiency
achieved by the junior squad
members during residency train-
ing.
    Approximately 20 junior mem-
bers responded in teams to a
simulated explosion scene and
encountered more than one
dozen patients with injuries rang-
ing from superficial to life-threat-
ening.
   Adult squad members and par-
ent volunteers participated as
casualty victims and bystanders,
following scripts to assist first
responders in identifying injuries
and obtaining information to
guide treatment decisions. Jun-
iors were expected to organize
themselves at the scene and then

assess, treat, and prepare pa-
tients for transport to the hospi-
tal.
   “Although the exercise is only
a drill, we try to accurately simu-
late the distractions, chaos, and
difficult decisions that arise in
large scale incidents,” explained
Chief Kari Phair. “Our juniors en-
gage in realistic scenarios with
victims that have life-threaten-
ing injuries. We do not sugar
coat it for them. Some of the
victims do not survive if immedi-
ate assistance is not provided.”
   The Summit Volunteer First Aid
Squad boasts one of the longest
running junior programs in the
area. Each year, high school stu-
dents who are at least 16 years
old are eligible to join the squad
and assist in emergency calls.
Juniors are required to attend
training sessions, participate in
junior meetings and squad ac-
tivities, and serve weekly on a
regularly scheduled crew shift.

Mark LoGrippo’s Passion, Drive
Make Him Tick for Westfield

   Let me introduce myself, I’m
Kitty Linder, retired president of
LiveSource and public communi-
cations at Verizon. I had a great
career there, and a contributing
factor was the ability to pursue
strategic opportunities to give
back to the community on
Verizon’s behalf.
   It was in the “giving back”
capacity that I had the pleasure
of working with Mark LoGrippo
over a number of years when he
was a “Big” in our Big Brothers
Big Sisters of New York City work-
place mentoring program. I am a
huge fan of Mark’s and let me tell
you why.
   He was a dedicated and very
effective mentor for sure, and so
much more! His infectious en-
thusiasm and commitment com-
bined with a drive to support
young people helped to deliver
“Big” results. Our Verizon team
raised very considerable funds
for this worthy cause, and if my

memory serves, Mark personally
raised over $25K for BBBS Race
for the Kids, the highest of any
mentor in the city. All while
achieving great business results.
   Mark has the whole package –
he can connect with individuals,
raise money, build great rapport
with stakeholders, and he’s very
high energy and totally commit-
ted to community. He under-
stands the importance of build-
ing community through service,
and he dedicates his time and
hard work to just that. The above
is almost an understatement –
his passion and his drive for com-
munity building make him tick!
   Any town would be fortunate
to have Mark working on it’s
behalf. Westfield is very fortu-
nate to have Mark in your com-
munity and wanting to contrib-
ute through service on your town
council.

Kitty Lender
Brooklyn, NY

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
TEAM SPIRIT...Westfield Town Council Third Ward candidates Mark
LoGrippo, left, and Robert Benacchio, center, shake hands at last
month’s Westfield Town Republican Committee kick off of the town
council campaign at Ferraro's restaurant in Westfield.

Policy on Political
Endorsements

The newspaper will publish po-
litical endorsements in its online
media, available with download
of the newspaper at
www.goleader.com. Submittals
should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com.
Those who would like their politi-
cal endorsements also published
in the printed newspaper can do
so by using the paid service at
https://www.goleader.com/
form/bulletin.htm.
We publish letters to the editor in
the printed newspaper on issues
of importance to our readers at
the discretion of the editors.


