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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

Policy on Political
Endorsements

The newspaper will publish politi-
cal endorsements in its online media,
available with download of the news-
paper at www.goleader.com. Submit-
tals should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com.

Those who would like their politi-
cal endorsements also published in
the printed newspaper can do so by
using the paid service at https://
w w w . g o l e a d e r . c o m / f o r m /
bulletin.htm.

We publish letters to the editor in
the printed newspaper on issues of
importance to our readers at the dis-
cretion of the editors.

No, I Want To Impeach
The President Because He Is A ...

Westfield Shuns Garwood
Re Ice Rink Impact

Mayor Brindle and Members of
the Town Council: On behalf of the
approximately 80 residents of The
Pointe at Garwood, I am reaching out
to you to express my concern for the
way the approval process is proceed-
ing for the ice rink returning for a
second year.

Along with many neighbors, I at-
tended last Monday’s Recreation
Commission meeting. I was distressed
by how the meeting was conducted as
well as the behavior of some of the
Commissioners and some of the youth
and adults who spoke in support of
the rink:

* It was not productive to spend 90
minutes rehashing what was debated
at May’s meeting. Rather, the open
session should have been limited to
the presentation of new information
or opinions from both sides of the
discussion. No one in attendance dis-
agrees that an ice rink is a good idea;
the question at hand is whether or not
Gumbert is a suitable location. Any
new information simply got lost in
the quagmire.

* I had been told that after the May
meeting, several Commissioners were
overheard to have remarked they re-
ally didn’t care what Garwood neigh-
bors thought and that our concerns
should be disregarded. I chose to
think that was not really the case;
however, it was clear last night that I
was wrong. I observed at a minimum
a disinterest from some Commission-
ers when any Garwood resident spoke
and, at worse, outright smirking from
at least one Commissioner. The disre-
spect was palpable and certainly
doesn’t reflect what you said last year
and stated on Westfield’s website
under “Frequently Asked Questions
about the Rink” – that the rink would
do all it could to be a good neighbor.

So now the Recreation Commis-
sion has recommended continuing at
Gumbert for another year. I am ask-

ing each of you to consider the fol-
lowing before you vote:

1) Are there serious efforts under-
way to plan for a permanent ice rink
site? If so, who is spearheading this
and wouldn’t it make sense to share
that information? Vague references
to a “future” site as well as Ken
Anderson’s feeble attempts to justify
not relocating the rink to Memorial or
Tamaques do little to enlighten any-
one about the tangible future path for
a permanent site. We are left to be-
lieve that Gumbert is the only fea-
sible location and that the rink will
return again, and again, and again.

2) Why is no one demanding writ-
ten reports in support of Mr.
Anderson’s claim that the sound study
showed the noise levels are accept-
able? I made an OPRA request re-
cently which confirmed that there are
no written reports about noise, traffic
or any other neighborhood impact
studies. How can anyone in an elected
position vote intelligently without this
information? To do so is rubber stamp-
ing a trial – and that is what it was
labeled early on – that has proven
damaging to an entire residential
neighborhood. There should be re-
ports that are approved by town engi-
neers or other impartial experts.

If the Town Council decides to
allow the rink to return to Gumbert,
please do so with qualifications that
will lessen the impact on our neigh-
borhood, not make it worse. More
trailers, more lights, more banners
and worst of all – expanded hours and
a concession stand – will make living
in our neighborhood more unbear-
able for months. And please assure us
that this will be the last year we will
have to endure the rink.

Thank you in advance for your
thoughtful consideration.

Christine Spear
President, Board of Trustees

The Pointe at Garwood

In her letter to the editor last week,
Patricia Quattrocchi stated as fact
that Democrats want to impeach
Trump because he won the election. I
often find that Republicans attribute
their own impulses to their oppo-
nents.

It would be ridiculous to impeach
someone for being elected. If that
were something Democrats were in-
clined to do, President G. W. Bush
would have faced impeachment after
the debacle of the 2000 election.

No, Ms. Quattrocchi, you are in-
correct. I want to impeach the presi-
dent because he is a destructive liar
who has obstructed justice; violated
the emoluments clauses of the U.S.
Constitution; and conspired to accept
things of value from a foreign adver-

saries. (“…Russia, if you’re listen-
ing…”).

He has advocated violence and
given aid and comfort to violent right-
wing extremists. He has abused the
pardon power; actively subverts the
Department of Justice and continues
to undermine our faith in the DOJ.
Trump constantly attacks the free-
dom of the press, one of the foremost
underpinnings of democracy; and he
has unconstitutionally imprisoned
children and made illegal payments
to influence the 2016 election. For-
give me if these offenses are not chro-
nological; there are just so many.

Yes, because he won the election he
is eligible for impeachment, but I
want him impeached because he is a
draft-dodging compulsive liar who is
tearing apart the country that I love.

Pat Hoynes
Fanwood

Time for The Community to Select
Permanent Location For The Ice Rink
The Westfield Rink at Gumbert Park

proved to be a success in Year 1 and
should return to Gumbert until the
community decides if and where a
permanent spot should be for the rink.

The rink was used over 22,000 times
from November thru February with
more than half of the usage from
Westfield residents. Westfield High
School and Middle School hockey
programs were able to expand both
the number of players and their ice
time, specifically due to the Westfield
Rink.

The rink also allowed for 145 hours
of public skating, local grammar
school skates, curling events, adap-
tive skating sessions, extra youth clin-
ics, an all-girls clinic led by Westfield’s
own women’s professional hockey
player Rebecca Morse, and additional
open hockey and family hockey time.

Year 1 was a success and we think
Year 2 can be even better!

Understandably, some neighbors of
the rink are upset with the side effects
of a successful ice rink in what has
been an underutilized park in the win-
ter. The Gumbert Park location was
selected to prove out the seasonal
rink concept due to its low cost of

development relative to other poten-
tial spots in town. To date, the rink has
not cost taxpayers a dime when net-
ting financial benefits to the town
against minor costs for crossing
guards and DPW work.

With the Parks and Recreation re-
view in process, it’s an ideal time for
the community to select a permanent
location for a seasonal ice rink. Until
then, we need the Gumbert location
to continue this wonderful winter rec-
reational facility. The Westfield
Hockey Club and its members are
ecstatic about the rink’s success and
are thankful to the Westfield Recre-
ation Commission, Town Council, and
Mayor for giving this community rec-
reational facility a shot. We are com-
mitted to working with the Town and
the rink management company to fur-
ther improve the Gumbert site and
operations, including trying to ease
concerns as much as possible, and to
expeditiously plan for the longer-term
solution.

WHC urges the Town Council to
vote for the Westfield Rink at Gumbert
Park.

Chris Forno
Westfield Hockey Club (co-founder)

LGBTQ Reveals The
Progress, Compassion
I was so excited to see the Rainbow

Flag flying in front of our town hall
proclaiming to the world that
Westfield celebrates Gay Pride month.
My son was a founder and past-presi-
dent of the WHS Gay-Straight Alli-
ance. This club and Dr. Petix’s initia-
tive to provide safe spaces for LGBTQ
students revealed the progressiveness
and compassion of our town.

I will never forget a very moving
experience I had watching the 2002
homecoming parade making its way
down East Broad Street. Standing
next to me was a young woman who
burst into tears as the GSA float – a
car completely draped in rainbow
canvas – passed by. I asked her if she
was OK. She told me that she was a
gay woman who had withstood years
of bullying and taunting in her high
school (in a town only several miles
from Westfield). She said seeing the
GSA float gave her great hope for the
future.

Thank you Mayor Shelley Brindle
and the Westfield Town Council for
furthering tolerance and celebrating
diversity!

Lisa Quackenbush
Westfield

Union County Dems Power Grab
Fails But Scars May Linger

Last week’s Primary elections, normally a pretty sleepy
affair around here, were instead enmeshed in an attempted
power grab and purge by the powers-that-be in the Union
County Democratic Party, led by State Senator Nicholas
Scutari. While those efforts failed, we still wonder what
the party has in store for other local towns.

The county bosses apparently decided to put on notice
those fellow Democrats who the Democratic machine
perceived as not being sufficiently loyal to the party and to
Mr. Scutari. And it appears the loyalty test was whether
they had supported Mr. Scutari last year in the election for
county chairman.

In that February 2018 election, Mr. Scutari challenged
Fanwood Mayor and acting county chair Colleen Mahr for
the party chairman’s post. In the balloting where each vote
was announced openly instead of being cast privately, as
Mrs. Mahr had wanted, Mr. Scutari won with 412 votes to
Mrs. Mahr’s 341.

After his selection, Mr. Scutari vowed to “be a leader
and a friend for every Democrat in Union County.” A year
later, it seemed he wanted to be a friend only to those
Democrats who had supported him last year.

So we saw last week’s Primary ballot filled with com-
peting teams of candidates for membership on local party
committees — true inside-baseball stuff that most voters
probably pay little attention to in normal times — while
voters in Fanwood, Cranford, Plainfield and Clark, among
others, were inundated with campaign literature and rheto-
ric about candidates from Column A or Column B or
Column D.

These efforts were most visible and vocal in Fanwood,
where last year 13 of the 14 local Democratic committee
members backed Mayor Mahr in the race for party chair-
man, with county freeholder and borough resident Al
Mirabella supporting Mr. Scutari, a former freeholder
himself. Last week, Mr. Scutari and his allies fielded a
slate of candidates for the borough party committee to
challenge the slate allied with Mrs. Mahr. Mr. Mirabella
and his wife sought to replace the mayor and her running-

mate in their district, while the same occurred elsewhere
in Fanwood.

This attempted power grab ended up pitting neighbor
against neighbor and resulted in some fairly harsh back-
and-forths and nasty accusations on Facebook and else-
where. It also unnecessarily dragged into the fight Con-
gresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th, Trenton),
who the Scutari Democrats claimed had endorsed their
candidates — and stated so in a campaign brochure —
when she had, in reality, backed Mayor Mahr’s team. Mr.
Scutari called the Congresswoman a liar and Mrs. Watson
Coleman slapped back at him.

Last week, Fanwood Democrats handed victories to the
Mahr team in all seven districts, giving her complete
control of her party.

We saw the same type of Primary election tactics in
Cranford, which had also supported Mrs. Mahr’s candi-
dacy for chairman last year, in Clark, in Plainfield, in
Linden and in Union. Unfortunately, over the years we’ve
seen similar moves by county Democrats to deny top
ballot spots to candidates who stray from the party line,
whether it was under the leadership of Charlotte DeFilippo,
Jerry Green or, now, Mr. Scutari.

What was the real purpose of these moves except to
install Scutari loyalists wherever possible and in as many
towns as possible? We have to wonder, even though last
week’s efforts failed greatly, is it a harbinger of what’s
being planned in other towns such as Scotch Plains, where
municipal elections are set for next year and where the
Democrats control the township council and where Free-
holder Mirabella is township manager? And with Mayor
Mahr in control of her party and headed toward election to
a fifth term in November, how will those two towns
effectively work together on shared services and other
interlocal activities in the aftermath of last week’s political
food fight?

Westfield Democrats also backed Mrs. Mahr last year
against Mr. Scutari. What does the county Democratic
machine have in mind for them?

Congratulations to SP Fire Dept.
On 150th Anniversary of Service

Our area is celebrating multiple milestones dur-
ing 2019, national as well as local, and among the
most distinguished of the latter certainly is the
Scotch Plains Fire Department’s sesquicentennial
this year.

This Saturday, June 15, the fire department will
host a celebration of its 150th anniversary of serv-
ing the community with an afternoon of family-
friendly activities to which the public is invited.
The festivities will kick off at 1 p.m. with a parade
in downtown Scotch Plains, followed by a party
featuring food, beverages and live music taking
place in the municipal lot adjacent to the Senger
Place fire station. Additional details can be found at
facebook.com/ScotchPlainsFireDepartment/.

The commemoration this weekend will be an
opportunity for neighbors to come together and to
pay tribute to the generations of fire department
volunteers — past and present — who have faith-
fully served and protected the township since the
mid 19th century.

The Scotch Plains Fire Department was inaugu-
rated in 1869 as Excelsior Hook and Ladder Com-
pany No. 1, during an era when the township was still
a rural hamlet. From its earliest days of horse-drawn
wagons, through decades of innovations right up to
today’s state-of-the-art vehicles and equipment, this
volunteer unit has maintained an unwavering com-

mitment to protecting lives and property within
Scotch Plains and beyond.

The department currently operates two fire sta-
tions, on Senger Place and Raritan Road, and has
Mutual Aid agreements with the fire departments of
Union County’s 20 other municipalities.

Like their fellow emergency responders within the
township’s police and rescue squad ranks, members
of the fire department answer fire, accident and other
calls 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, sometimes under
extreme weather or other conditions. The nature of
their job often puts them at great personal risk.

We congratulate the Scotch Plains Fire Depart-
ment on its longevity and its record of distinguished
service over the past 150 years, and wish the depart-
ment and all its members continued well-being as
they perform their duties on our behalf. Likewise we
encourage residents of Scotch Plains and neighbor-
ing towns to join us in thanking the department for
the invaluable role its volunteers play in maintaining
health and safety of all in the community.

Entities such as the Scotch Plains Fire Department
endure because of the dedicated personnel who give
of themselves to safeguard their neighbors and visi-
tors to their communities. Anyone interested in
joining the fire department is encouraged to visit
scotchplainsnj.gov/departments/public-safety/fire
for more information.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Bette Kowalski, chair
bkowalski@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Spheniscan – A penguin
2. Burinist – An engraver
3. Chamal – The angora goat
4. Sphragistics – The science of en-

graved seals

SASIN
1. A slender dagger used in the Middle

Ages
2. The Indian antelope or black buck
3. Menacing; frightful
4. A type of Syrian scarf

VATIC
1. Characteristic of a prophet or seer
2. Vigorous; very active
3. Wreathed; coiled; curly
4. Artistically suited for show or dis-

play
SCATURIENT

1. Having a terrible sound; sounding
dreadfully

2. A tearing in pieces
3. Roily; muddy; filthy
4. Gushing forth

VERSUTE
1. Crafty
2. Eloquence; readiness of speech
3. Relating to pigs; swine
4. Hook-beaked
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