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Union Catholic High School
Congratulates the Class of 2019

on obtaining a remarkable $30,036,747 in college scholarships.

1600 Martine Avenue • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
908-889-1600,Ext. 302 • www.unioncatholic.org

LEADER IN ITALY...During Spring Break, close to 75 eighth-grade students
from Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate Schools in Westfield traveled to Switzer-
land and Italy with teachers Marc Lazarow, Tamara Zuckerman and Kim
Schumacher. Here they are pictured in Bolonga, Italy, with The Westfield Leader.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
GET FIT WESTFIELD...Yoga on Quimby Street happened on the sunny Sunday
morning of June 9. The free event featured group yoga for people of all ages and
abilities. Men, women and children partook in the outdoor exercise classes. Mas-
sages and cooling breezes from Chill Cryotherapy were offered as well. A cardio
dance flash mob, led by Westfield resident Lisa Benke, began at 11:15 a.m.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FAMILY FUN...These youngsters enjoy Saturday’s street fair at the South
Avenue parking lot of the Westfield Train Station.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
COOLING OFF WITH A SNOW CONE...This youngster enjoys a snow cone at
Saturday’s street fair in the parking lot of the Westfield train station on South
Avenue.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
LOOKING FOR BARGAINS...Shoppers check out the various venders at
Saturday’s street fair in the parking lot of the Westfield train station on South
Avenue.

facilities use smaller trucks for de-
liveries and those smaller trucks can
transport on the Garden State Park-
way, which is easily accessible from
the property.

Ann Dooley, planning board mem-
ber and deputy mayor of the town-
ship committee, said of the
applicant’s engineer, Jeffrey Martell,
“He admitted he did not review any
plans of the buildings on site... His
testimony is not actually reliable, or
substantiable or sufficiently credible
to us.”

Plus, since the property currently
has a trucking company operating
there and has been for decades, and
the fact that PSE&G has approached
Hartz to buy part of the property for
a substation, which is a permitted
use in the current zone, the board
agreed there is further proof the prop-
erty is not in inutility.

Mr. Taylor said that the applicant’s
real estate expert, Charles Reese,
during his testimony “was holding
back information from the planning
board” about negotiations between
Hartz and PSE&G, and negotiations
to buy property there “would negate
the application at hand,” Mr. Taylor
said.

Also, if PSE&G was to buy part of
the property it could mean that the
density of the proposed apartments
could be reduced, thereby effectively
changing the tax revenue that Hartz
Mountain testified about…and “may
not provide a benefit to the township
which Hartz was trying to sell,” Mr.
Taylor said.

The board concurred the rezoning
of the property would not further the
municipal land-use law and master-
plan goals. The board said that resi-
dential density is to be developed
near to mass transit, which this prop-
erty is not; that the proposed concept
for the 905 apartments with swim-
ming pools and clubhouses is exclu-
sive and not inclusionary to the rest
of the community; that the 905 pro-
posed apartments being located
across from a historic district is in
opposition to the master plan, and is
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Hartz Mountain
not compatible with the surrounding
area, and that the density would not
help in the shortfall of open space.

Regarding testimony from the
applicant’s expert and the board’s
and board of education’s experts
about the fiscal impact statement that
explains how the proposed multi-
family use would benefit the town-
ship, the board sided with its own
and the board of education experts.

Ms. Dooley laid out a number of
inequities from the applicant’s plan-
ning expert, Keenan Hughes, testi-
mony. Some of the inequities she
cited were his inability to answer
questions about his calculations, his
change in methodologies, and pro-
jections of school-aged children.

Ms. Dooley concluded, “I am not
confident that Mr. Hughes’ work was
done with accuracy in mind.”

She said his work was “unreliable
and certainly not at level with requi-
site substantial credible evidence that
the applicant is required to present
to meet its burden.”

“The applicant has not established
an accurate school-aged child num-
ber,” she said.

Ms. Dooley said she found that the
testimony of the board’s planner, Ray
Liotta, was “compelling, sound and,
in my opinion, reliable.”

The township has immunity from
any builder’s remedy lawsuits until
the end of June 2019, as Cranford
currently is negotiating its afford-
able-housing plan. The township has
requested an extension past the Sun-
day, June 30 deadline, but has not
received a response from the court
(as of press deadline), Mayor Patrick
Giblin told The Westfield Leader.

Cranford BOE Offers
Accolades for Retirees

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Scott Rubin,
Ed.D., superintendent of schools, and
the board of education (BOE) ac-
knowledged retiring staff district-wide
at the board’s open work session on
Monday night.

Mr. Rubin described the night as
“one of the nicest meetings we have,”
and further commented that it was a
night to “celebrate our teachers.”

Shaun Benoit, Cynthia Brennan,
Michele Fazio, Susan Fitzmaurice,
Elizabeth Kellett, Mary Beth Kirk,
Paul McClendon, Robin Melleno,
June Molloy, Pam Monteagudo, Lori
Moonan, John Mujica and Kandace
Nieliwocki were recognized by the
board for their many years of service.

Additionally, Andrea Ohlandt,
Linda Osborne, Mary Purcell, Carole
Rood, Gerald Salzarulo, Kathleen
Savage, Diane Sideris, Elaine
Traynor, Sharon Waldman, Antonia
Ward and Carol Westlund were ac-
knowledged with gratitude by the
Cranford BOE.

The superintendent observed that
together, the retirees, on average, had
25 years of service. Altogether, he
said, their service to the Cranford
district added up to 597, noting the
“extraordinary commitment” this took.

 In other business, the board ap-
proved the appointment of Spanish
teacher Amy Imhof, school nurses
Ashlee Dias and Michelle Kilbashian,
special-education teacher Cassia
Wellington and math teacher Gary

Wenger.
The board accepted a donation from

the Orange Avenue School Parent
Teacher Association (PTA) in the
amount of $9,203.64 for various items
at Orange Avenue School including
water bottle refilling stations and re-
lated supplies, an ADA water cooler,
bike racks and a desk for the main
foyer.

The board accepted a New Jersey
Tiered System of Supports-Early
Reading (NJTSS-ER) grant from the
New Jersey Department of Educa-
tion to provide professional develop-
ment including coaching and techni-
cal assistance in partnership with
Rutgers University to improve upon
the effectiveness of reading interven-
tions available for all students. The
grant is on a reimbursement basis in
an amount up to $4,000.

Cranford High School (CHS) Prin-
cipal Mark Cantagallo and four CHS
students attended the meeting to re-
quest open campus at CHS for the
2019-2020 school year.

Open campus is a school policy
that allows seniors to leave campus
during the school day when they do
not have a scheduled class. The stu-
dents described the policy as a “privi-
lege” and explained to the board some
of the benefits for students, including
more opportunities to meet with teach-
ers and engage in co-curricular ac-
tivities, reduced stress and a chance
to develop time-management skills.

The next regularly scheduled board
meeting will be Monday, June 24.

acter of the neighborhood.
The Y currently leases several

parking spots from Bank of America,
but the bank is unwilling to sell de-
spite attempts by the Y to purchase
space. The Y also is in “constant
discussion” with Lord & Taylor,
which has offered for the Y to use a
corner lot for employee parking, but
that option is “limited and tempo-
rary,” Mr. Elsasser said.

Residents of the Ferris Place neigh-
borhood present at Monday’s meet-
ing expressed their concerns regard-
ing noise, light and security issues.
These concerns are exacerbated by
additional congestion from the
nearby intermediate school and
church, and from commuters park-
ing on the street. Parking is an issue
not only at the Y, but in the Town of
Westfield as a whole.

The Y reasons that if it can get 20
cars out of the main parking lot and
into the proposed new employee
parking lot, that would get 20 cars
off the street, improving the experi-
ence for both Y members and neigh-
borhood residents. Neighbors argue
that getting 20 cars off the street
would simply allow 20 new cars to
park in their residential area. Rather
than alleviating the street parking
situation, they worry there would be
no change, except they would then
be living across from a parking lot.

“I think that you’ve done about as
good a job as you can to design a
parking lot to fit in a residential area.
But it’s still a parking lot in a resi-
dential area,” board member Rob
Bennachio said.

The Y also sought approval to
replace three sheds currently out-
side the building with one large shed.
The exterior of the proposed shed
would be in keeping with the design
of the rest of the neighborhood.

The discussion of the Y’s proposal

lasted three hours, and ultimately,
representatives of the Y requested
for their application to be carried at
least a month to allow them time to
make revisions to their plan that bet-
ter reflect the concerns of the board
and neighborhood residents.

After the Y’s proposal, Kelly
Grillon of 4 Stanley Oval and her
architect, Bob Algarin, presented
their application to maintain an ex-
isting one-car garage where the town
ordinance requires a minimum two-
car garage. Their application for a
variance was approved.

Pedro Pizha of 612 Ripley Place
and his architect, Jeffrey Lewis, pre-
sented their application to build a
two-story addition on Mr. Pizha’s
two-story, two-family home, where
the ordinance requires a minimum
front-yard setback of 25 feet and a
maximum building coverage of 20
percent. The board decided the pro-
posed addition would add too much
square footage for the size of the lot,
and offered to carry the proposal to
next month’s meeting to allow Mr.
Pizha and Mr. Lewis time to make
revisions.

The last case heard by the board
was an appeal by Ken Wu of 1128
Central Avenue to build a 14- to 18-
foot-wide circular driveway on a 70-
foot-wide lot, where the town ordi-
nance allows a maximum width of
10 feet for circular driveways, and a
minimum lot width of 80 feet. The
board approved the circular drive-
way to allow a safer exit for cars
leaving the driveway and turning onto
busy Central Avenue, but the circu-
lar part of the driveway must be a
maximum 10 feet in width with the
straight section that leads to the ga-
rage being 18 feet.

The next board meeting will take
place on Monday, July 8, at 7:30 p.m.,
in the Westfield Municipal Building.

Earlier in the regular meeting, the
board voted to nominate the late
Westfield High School Principal Dr.
Derrick Nelson for the Soldier’s
Medal. The Soldier’s Medal is
awarded to any person of the armed
forces, “who distinguished himself
or herself by heroism not involving
actual conflict with an enemy,” ac-
cording to the resolution. It further
states, “The heroism must have in-
volved a clearly recognizable per-
sonal hazard or danger and the vol-
untary risk of life.” The prestigious
medal will be decided upon by the
United States Secretary of Defense
and Secretary of the Army.

Mr. Galligan, who wrote the reso-
lution, said the more people behind
this nomination, the better chance
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of having Dr. Nelson’s heroism hon-
ored.

The board also honored interme-
diate-school and high-school teach-
ers. Edison Intermediate Social
Studies teacher John Stacey and
Roosevelt Intermediate nurse and
health teacher Sharon Dougherty
received the Optimist Club of
Westfield Recognition Award.
Westfield High School staff recog-
nition awards were presented to
English teacher Aimee Burgoyne-
Black, English/Project ’79 teacher
Erin McKeon, special-education
teacher Lara Rinaldi and custodian
Mario Arana.

The next school board meeting will
take place on Tuesday, June 18, at
7:30 p.m., at Westfield High School.
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Cranford Township
which the county is involved.

Lt. Lubin also said the department
will continuously review the fireworks
display and sit down with the commit-
tee, and will do the same thorough
assessment process next year.

The Cranford Fire Department (CFD)
had three officers sworn in at a cer-
emony. Mark Bagniewski was pro-
moted to the position of lieutenant within
the CFD. Two probationary firefighters,
Matthew Kiamie and Adrian Taberna,
were sworn in. The new hires will fill
vacancies left in the department. Lt.
Bagniewski was hired by the CFD as a
career firefighter in 2014, and was ap-
pointed fire inspector in 2016. He holds
a license as a fire protection engineer,
fire official and fire subcode official.

In business, the committee passed a
number of resolutions. Mott
MacDonald was awarded a contract to
provide engineering services in con-
nection with conflict-of-interest engi-
neering services at a cost not to exceed
$20,000. The firm is to provide ser-
vices to the zoning board of adjustment
during the hearings of Verizon Wireless
for a cell tower at Union County Col-
lege, as other engineering firms which
the zoning board utilizes have a conflict
of interest, Township Attorney Ryan
Cooper stated.

Maser Consulting was authorized to
be selected by the planning board to
perform a reexamination of the town-
ship master plan at a cost of $18,000.

Road improvements were authorized
for 2019 Engineering Department
projects, which include sections of South
Union Avenue and Brookside Place
and other roads in the municipality (not
specified).

Also, it was noted that Elizabethtown
Gas is to replace gas mains along por-
tions of Brookside Place and Orange
Avenue.

During public comment, Kathy
Curran of Lexington Avenue, a mem-
ber of No High Voltage Cranford, said
Senator Cory Booker (D-NJ) sent the
township resolution to PSE&G and
asked the utility to consider a route with
less impact for its high-voltage wires.

Mayor Patrick Giblin provided an
update on the route proposed by
PSE&G. He said members of the town-
ship committee had a call with PSE&G
representatives that morning. A week
ago, PSE&G applied to Conrail for a

right of entry to go on the Conrail train
tracks to begin the process to assess
estimates on work involved to have the
high-voltage wires along the tracks,
which is a five-mile stretch, he said. The
utility is waiting for approval from
Conrail to gain access to the tracks to
get estimates, Mayor Giblin said.

“They did stress the project is on
hold. There are no plans to do anything
until they know this is a feasible option
and they are evaluating this very seri-
ously,” Mayor Giblin said.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor, dur-
ing her comments, addressed the issue
of bicycle safety. She urged parents to
reinforce that their children wear hel-
mets when bicycling.

Commissioner Jean-Albert
Maisonneuve made an announcement
that the blue stone steps at the Eastman
Clock plaza are being repaired, and the
plaza will be closed during that time,
which could take about two weeks.
There also are going to be new lights
installed.

Mr. Maisonneuve also made a state-
ment regarding an article The Westfield
Leader printed on a workshop session
of May 28, at which time the bills list
was discussed.

While Mr. Cooper’s general litiga-
tion bills were approved, he said, “those
bills were not the bills being discussed
as referenced in the article.” A lawsuit
was filed against the commissioner and
the township by Benedict Caiola, but
ended up being dismissed.

“Caiola separately sued the town-
ship directly to intend to harass myself
and Lockey (Mr. Maisonneuve’s wife).
The township’s outside counsel (Riker
Danzig) successfully obtained the dis-
missal of that suit. Mr. Cooper did not
represent the township in that litigation
and did not bill the township for any
work related to that litigation,” Mr.
Maisonneuve said.

Mayor Giblin, at the start of the meet-
ing, had proclaimed the month of June
as LGBTQ Pride Month, and later said
the township will hang the Pride flag
that was given to the governing body
that evening.

Eagle Scout Joseph Gannon also was
recognized on having achieved the high-
est rank in Boy Scouting.

The next meetings of the township
committee will be held Monday and
Tuesday, July 8 and 9.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CONGRATULATIONS...The Cranford Fire Department (CFD) had three offic-
ers sworn in at a ceremony. Pictured, right,Mark Bagniewski was promoted to the
position of lieutenant within the CFD. Mayor Patrick Giblin, left, congratulates
him. Lt. Bagniewski was hired by the CFD as a career firefighter in 2014, and was
appointed fire inspector in 2016. He holds a license as a fire protection engineer,
fire official and fire subcode official. Two probationary firefighters, Matthew
Kiamie and Adrian Taberna, also were sworn in.

See it on the Web!
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