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Coached by Rich Ronchetta, Will
Ryan and Steve Johannessen,
the players consisted of Shane
Hoover, Fabio Marcano, Joey
Ronchetta, Ryan Johannessen,
Dawson Gerrard, Massimo Mondi,
Will Ryan, Vince Dolise, Gunnar
Hilsinger, Connor May and Sean
Finnan.

“Roxbury is a fantastic pro-
gram. We knew it was going to
be a battle. They are kind of built
like us. They play defense, they
pitch and they are coached the
right way. They will bunt, they
put the pressure on you, they will
run,” Coach Dasti pointed out.

The Millburn squad consisted
of Dylan Ah Now, Greg Rosenthal,
Peter Lawrence, Jack
Fehrenbach, Keigo Fujita, Alex
Faust, Finlay LaLonde, Max Zhu,
Brett Ploetner, Ryan Spaar and
Quinn Conn with Coaches An-
thony Dasti, Dom Dasti, Dan

Rosenthal and Randy Faust.
Ah Now pitched the first four

innings, allowing one run on four
hits and three walks, while strik-
ing out seven batters. Lawrence
was on the mound for the final
two innings and permitted no
hits or walks, while striking out
two. Ronchetta went the distance
and yielded two earned runs on
seven hits, while walking no one
and striking out four Millers.

The Millers struck first with a
run in the top of the first inning.
Ah Now yanked a leadoff double
to leftfield, advanced to third on
a wild pitch and scored on
Rosenthal’s single into leftfield.
After Ah Now struck out the first
two batters in the Roxbury first,
Ronchetta beat out an infield
single and Johannessen looped a
single into left-center but the
next batter flew out to center.

Millburn’s Faust led off the sec-

ond inning and hit a sharp
grounder to third that Marcano
grabbed and fired to first for the
out. LaLonde tapped an infield
single and Zhu moved him to
second with a sacrifice bunt but
the next batter popped up to
third. Lawrence sizzled a two-
out single in the third inning and
Fehrenbach launched a long fly
ball to center that was hauled in
at the fence with no room to
spare.

Roxbury, however, really put
the pressure on Millburn in the
bottom of the third inning. Hoover
drew a leadoff walk, Marcano
drilled a hard single off the leftfield
fence and Ronchetta walked to
load the bases with no one out.
Johannessen laid down a squeeze
bunt but Hoover got a late start
from third and was tagged out at
the plate. Gerrard lined an RBI
single to left, scoring Marcano to
knot the score. Mondi rapped a
hard grounder to Faust at third
but he alertly fired to the plate
for the force out. Ryan tapped a
grounder back to the mound and
Ah Now tossed to first to escape
further damage.

Millburn regained the lead 2-1
in the fourth when Fujita beat out
a single and managed to score all
the way from first when Zhu’s fly
to leftfield was mishandled. In

the Millburn fifth, Ah Now sliced a
fly down the right field line that
dropped just inches in fair terri-
tory resulting in a leadoff double.
He advanced to third on
Rosenthal’s groundout to short
then scored the insurance run on
Fehrenbach’s sharp single to left.

Roxbury stepped to the plate
with its 2-3-4 hitters and this
was where Millburn’s defense was
really put to the test. Marcano
lofted a high, difficult fly to cen-
ter where Fujita initially took a
step back then quickly dashed
forward to make the catch. Next,
Ronchetta sizzled a grounder to-
ward the hole but Rosenthal dove
to his right, snagged the ball and
tossed to first for the second out.
Johannessen then whacked a shot
to leftfield that was chased down
by Fehrenbach.

Both teams went down 1-2-3
in their respective sixth innings
and the celebration began.

“Keigo did a good job. He made

a bad read but he came in and
got it. Greg Rosenthal, he makes
that play all the time and we take
it for granted because that was a
fantastic play. Even their coach
said, ‘Atta Boy!’ because he
thought it was through. It was
the way the ball was played to-
day, it was all about the defen-
sive effort. They made some nice
plays. Their shortstop made
plays. Their pitcher was fantas-
tic,” Coach Dasti said.

The trip to Maryland to com-
pete in the Mid Atlantic Regional
should be quite an experience for
Millburn.

“I think they are going to get
it,” Coach Dasti expressed. “This
team is resilient. They won this
3-1 game, they found a way to
win a high-scoring affair, they
pick each other up. That’s what
they have been doing all year
round. They are champions!”
Millburn 100 110 3
Roxbury 001 000 1
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