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RICHARDS 3 HOMERS, 9 RBI; ALVAREZ 3 TRIPLES, 5 RBI

Darby Rd. Brainard Bombards
Gas House in Double Header

THOMPSON 5 RBI; WF’S OLIGINO, DeSIMONE RBI, RUN

Clark Jostles Westfield White
In 8U Youth Baseball, 14-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Fun” and brushing up on the fun-
damentals were the primary objec-
tives for an 8U baseball game and
both teams blended plenty of fun with
plenty of action when the Clark Bomb-
ers faced the Westfield White at
Gumbert Field 1 in Westfield on July
2. In a game that featured 17 walks,
eight hit batters, 14 awarded hits, 26
strikeouts, a mass of stolen bases,
numerous challenging ground balls
and some very interesting plays, the
Clark visitors came out on top with a
14-6 victory.

As with most 8U games, the coaches
would rotate their players defensively
to allow them the opportunity to ex-
perience the uniqueness of each posi-
tion, especially on the mound where
the pitcher’s objective was to throw

strikes — easier said than done.
Westfield White went with four

pitchers beginning with Mike Ibrahim,
who tossed the first inning, allowing
five runs on three hits and five walks,
while striking out one. Jack Mroz was
on the mound for two and two-thirds
innings and yielded three runs on four
hits and a walk, while striking out four
batters. Dylan Mangold faced five
batters, walked three and hit two, while
allowing two runs. Ted Hostler pitched
the final two innings and allowed four
runs on four hits, while walking two,
hitting a batter and striking out four.

Cody Alicea kept Westfield White
scoreless and hitless in the first two
innings but he was replaced by Justin
Wojcik after hitting the first batter in
the third inning. Alicea did strike out
six Blue Devils, while walking one
and hitting three batters. In his two

innings, Wojcik allowed four runs on
two hits, two walks and a hit batter,
while fanning five batters. Michael
Todd pitched the final two innings
and ceded a run, one hit and four
walks, while striking out six batters.

Spearheaded by coaches Wally
Alicea, Mark Wojcik, Nick Marzella
and Mike Nudo, the Clark Bombers
consisted of Todd, Tyler Wojcik,
Alicea, Vincent Donofrio, Ryan
Ciccotelli, Jack Thompson, Justin
Wojcik, Nelan Rosen, Nick Marzella,
Michael Nudo and JJ Marzella. Dean
Oligino coached the Westfield team
that consisted of Luca Tsepouridis,
Chris Oligino, Mroz, Hudson Factor,
Gabe Lagrimas, Hostler, Mangold,
Landon Wamclear, Ibrahim and Joe
DeSimone.

The Clark Bombers got a five-run

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Long ball was on the menu but it
was just the Darby Road Brainard
boys of the West Division who vora-
ciously feasted upon it during a Scotch
Plains Men’s Softball League double
header with a malnourished (under-
manned) Gas House Gorillas squad
from the East Division at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on July 3. The
Darby Road Brainard boys sapped
the steam out of the Gorillas in Game
1 with a 14-2, five-inning pelting then
bombarded to defenseless Gorillas,
21-3, in Game 2.

Darby Road Brainard’s onslaught
over the course of the double drudg-

ing consisted of 36 hits, which in-
cluded five home runs, six triples and
three doubles. Additionally 17 of the
putouts that the Gorillas made were at

or very near the fence. Aaron Richards
was the “big bang” man with three
home runs, a double, a dinky single
and nine RBI. Moe Walter went 3-
for-4 in Game 2 with a two-run home
run and a two-run triple, while scor-
ing three times. Dennis DiMascio,
who went 2-for-3 in Game 2, bounced
a three-run homer that shaved the tree
line then deflected off the top of the
right field fence in Game 1.

Although he did not blast a home
run, Darby’s Gus Alvarez thumped
three triples, scored twice and had
five RBI. Interestingly, Jarrod Pence,
normally a long ball hitter, rapped
four singles and a triple with four RBI
and five runs scored. Marty Marks

contributed an RBI triple and an RBI
double, while scoring three times.
Gary Pence, the ace pitcher on the
powerhouse Deegan Roofing team of

the Union County Senior 50+ League,
smacked three singles and a double
with four runs scored and an RBI. But
he was most effective on the mound
limiting the Gas House Gorillas to
just two runs in Game 1 and three runs
in Game 2.

Of the 15-hit total (4 in Game 1, 11
in Game 2) that were all singles, Mikey
Petrone (run scored) and Lenny
Santola (RBI) each had three hits.
Matt Hoynoski singled twice, scored
once and had an RBI. Chris Rentoulis,
who played only in Game 2, went 2-
for-3 with an RBI.

Gas House came to the plate first in
Game 1 and went down 1-2-3. Darby
answered quickly with five runs. The

left-handed Damon Roth bounced an
RBI single the other way, Walter
reached first on an error and Jarrod
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Millburn Edges Roxbury for Ripken 12U Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Massimo Mondi, Will Ryan, Vince
Dolise, Gunnar Hilsinger, Connor
May and Sean Finnan.

“Roxbury is a fantastic program.
We knew it was going to be a battle.
They are kind of built like us. They
play defense, they pitch and they are
coached the right way. They will bunt,
they put the pressure on you, they will
run,” Coach Dasti pointed out.

The Millburn squad consisted of
Dylan Ah Now, Greg Rosenthal, Pe-
ter Lawrence, Jack Fehrenbach, Keigo
Fujita, Alex Faust, Finlay LaLonde,
Max Zhu, Brett Ploetner, Ryan Spaar
and Quinn Conn with Coaches An-
thony Dasti, Dom Dasti, Dan
Rosenthal and Randy Faust.

Ah Now pitched the first four in-
nings, allowing one run on four hits
and three walks, while striking out
seven batters. Lawrence was on the
mound for the final two innings and
permitted no hits or walks, while strik-
ing out two. Ronchetta went the dis-
tance and yielded two earned runs on
seven hits, while walking no one and
striking out four Millers.

The Millers struck first with a run
in the top of the first inning. Ah Now
yanked a leadoff double to leftfield,
advanced to third on a wild pitch and
scored on Rosenthal’s single into
leftfield. After Ah Now struck out the
first two batters in the Roxbury first,
Ronchetta beat out an infield single
and Johannessen looped a single into
left-center but the next batter flew out
to center.

Millburn’s Faust led off the second

inning and hit a sharp grounder to
third that Marcano grabbed and fired
to first for the out. LaLonde tapped an
infield single and Zhu moved him to
second with a sacrifice bunt but the
next batter popped up to third.
Lawrence sizzled a two-out single in
the third inning and Fehrenbach
launched a long fly ball to center that
was hauled in at the fence with no
room to spare.

Roxbury, however, really put the
pressure on Millburn in the bottom of
the third inning. Hoover drew a lead-
off walk, Marcano drilled a hard single
off the leftfield fence and Ronchetta
walked to load the bases with no one
out. Johannessen laid down a squeeze
bunt but Hoover got a late start from
third and was tagged out at the plate.
Gerrard lined an RBI single to left,
scoring Marcano to knot the score.
Mondi rapped a hard grounder to
Faust at third but he alertly fired to the
plate for the force out. Ryan tapped a
grounder back to the mound and Ah
Now tossed to first to escape further
damage.

Millburn regained the lead 2-1 in
the fourth when Fujita beat out a single
and managed to score all the way
from first when Zhu’s fly to leftfield
was mishandled. In the Millburn fifth,
Ah Now sliced a fly down the right
field line that dropped just inches in
fair territory resulting in a leadoff
double. He advanced to third on
Rosenthal’s groundout to short then
scored the insurance run on
Fehrenbach’s sharp single to left.

Roxbury stepped to the plate with
its 2-3-4 hitters and this was where
Millburn’s defense was really put to
the test. Marcano lofted a high, diffi-
cult fly to center where Fujita initially
took a step back then quickly dashed
forward to make the catch. Next,
Ronchetta sizzled a grounder toward
the hole but Rosenthal dove to his
right, snagged the ball and tossed to
first for the second out. Johannessen
then whacked a shot to leftfield that
was chased down by Fehrenbach.

Both teams went down 1-2-3 in
their respective sixth innings and the
celebration began.

“Keigo did a good job. He made a
bad read but he came in and got it.
Greg Rosenthal, he makes that play
all the time and we take it for granted
because that was a fantastic play. Even
their coach said, ‘Atta Boy!’ because
he thought it was through. It was the
way the ball was played today, it was
all about the defensive effort. They
made some nice plays. Their short-
stop made plays. Their pitcher was
fantastic,” Coach Dasti said.

The trip to Maryland to compete in
the Mid Atlantic Regional should be
quite an experience for Millburn.

“I think they are going to get it,”
Coach Dasti expressed. “This team is
resilient. They won this 3-1 game,
they found a way to win a high-scor-
ing affair, they pick each other up.
That’s what they have been doing all
year round. They are champions!”
Millburn 100 110 3
Roxbury 001 000 1
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING HIM AT THE PLATE...Darby Road Brainard catcher Damon Roth puts the tag on Gas House Gorilla Matt
Hoynoski in the third inning of Game 2 at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on July 3. Darby Road won both games.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GREAT RUN IN THE TOURNAMENTS...The Roxbury 12U team won the District 7 title and entered the Cal Ripken 12U
State Tournament championship game at Gumbert Field 2 in Westfield on July 5 with an unbeaten record.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STEALING THIRD BASE...Clark Bomber Cody Alicea swipes third base in the first inning as Westfield White third
baseman Joe DeSimone attempts to get the throw. Alicea had two hits and scored three runs as the Clark 8U Bombers defeated
Westfield White, 14-6, at Gumbert Field 1 in Westfield on July 2.


