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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

Policy on Political
Endorsements

The newspaper will publish politi-
cal endorsements in its online media,
available with download of the news-
paper at www.goleader.com. Submit-
tals should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com.

Those who would like their politi-
cal endorsements also published in
the printed newspaper can do so by
using the paid service at https://
w w w . g o l e a d e r . c o m / f o r m /
bulletin.htm.

We publish letters to the editor in
the printed newspaper on issues of
importance to our readers at the dis-
cretion of the editors.

I, Rich Bodmer, Ask For Your Vote For
Westfield Ward 2 Councilman

Our Town of Westfield has helped
me enjoy my life in so many ways.

For those of you who don’t know
me, my name is Richard Bodmer. I
have been a member of the Westfield
community since 1970. You might
remember my mother Jacqueline
Bodmer and my father Dick Bodmer;
both were very active in the commu-
nity, church, the choir, our Westfield
Community Players, etc. My parents
were the first in our family to move
here, and this move changed the tra-
jectory of my life. Please grant me a
few minutes to explain why. My hope
is that this story inspires you to reflect
on the choice you made to live here
and set up roots.

It was the spring of 1986, I had
come home from the University of
Delaware with my girlfriend, one of
my football teammates and his girl-
friend for the weekend. For my team-
mate and me our college football days
were over, we were seniors (no spring
football).

We decided to spend the weekend
at my home in Westfield because we
could easily take the train into NYC
for dinner and a show. On our way
into NY, we were standing on the
platform (waiting for the connecting
train) and looking around. Further
down the platform we noticed what
looked like a homeless man. He was
wearing a long tan colored coat that
was filthy, and had long hair and a
beard. It looked as though he hadn’t
washed in weeks. As we noticed the
man, he noticed us. He started walk-
ing towards us. I could only assume
that he was coming over to ask for
money; he was now about 100 feet
away from us. As he got closer, I
remember saying to my football
friend, “here we go.” I had imagined
that the disheveled man was going to
go into a song and dance as to why we
needed to give him our money. Then,
when he was within 25 feet of where
we were standing, I could feel him
staring at me. He stepped even closer
and spoke directly to me, “Rich, Rich
Bodmer it’s me, Bill from Queen of
Peace.” I almost fell over. It was one
of the kids I had gone to school with
from nursery school all the way up
through 7th grade. It was back in the
summer between 7th and 8th grade
when my family moved out of town,
to Westfield. Bill and I had gone to
school together all those years ago. I
could not believe he recognized me.
The last time I saw him I was 13 years
old. I might have been 5’8" at 110 lbs
then. Now, I was 6’5" 248 lbs and

about to report to football camp for
the Miami Dolphins.

Bill spent the next 15 minutes tell-
ing me about his struggles. He also
told of various horror stories related
to other kids that we were friends with
back then. It was a roster of over-
doses, jail time, sadness and loss. I
could not believe that those kids, the
ones that I had received my first Holy
Communion with, was confirmed
with, and who at the time had such
promising lives, had gone so out of
control.

As the NY train finally arrived I
wished Bill well, we parted ways and
I got on the train with my friends. I
reviewed what had just happened on
the platform and explained that when
my parents told me about the move, I
wasn’t having it. All of my friends
were there. Friends I had known my
whole life. I did not want to go. Against
my objections we did move, my par-
ents wanted something different for
us and I didn’t see it then.

The next morning I went into the
kitchen and began hugging my mother
and thanking her. She began to ask me
what was wrong (as only a mother can
do). I told her nothing was wrong and
how thankful I was that she and my
father made me move to Westfield so
many years ago. I told her about the
encounter with Bill on the train plat-
form the day before; she remembered
him. She also remembered the other
kids that Bill and I talked about. It
made us stop and appreciate how the
move to Westfield impacted our fam-
ily.

The Westfield community has been
a great place to invest our lives, and it
will continue to be this. Our town is
filled with people who understand
working hard, the power of a good
education, supporting our businesses
and neighbors. It’s an incredible place
to live. I am a second generation
Westfield resident, and I would like
to sustain the important values of our
community while moving our great
town into the future. I would like to
serve you in our local government as
town councilman. I have decided to
run on the Republican ticket in No-
vember for Town Council, Ward 2 to
keep our community strong. Your vote
for me is a vote to strengthen and
keep our community strong. Vote for
Bodmer. You may contact me at
v o t e f o r b o d m e r @ g m a i l . c o m ,
www.facebook.com/voteforbodmer/

Rich Bodmer
Ward 2 Council Candidate

Westfield

Unsent Letter to My Grandchildren
And to the Democratic Party

As I entered my son’s home on
Father’s Day, my olfactory nerve sig-
naled that pleasure was a-coming. I
then entered the kitchen and beheld
my talented daughter-in-law manag-
ing an impressive array of active pots.
And during dinner my culinary expec-
tations were wonderfully fulfilled.
Usually at family dinners I challenge
my two Generation Z grandchildren to
exercise their intellects to go beyond
mere facts into higher realms of
thought. That night the lesson was
humility in recognizing that there are
no answers to much in life echoing
Montaigne’s challenging question,
“Que sais-je?” or “What can I know?”
My opening question was, “Why is
there something instead of nothing at
all?” Silence prevailed after which
both reluctantly admitted they didn’t
know. During this dinner of gustatory
and conversational delights, I could
not help but wonder about the adult
world that awaited my grandchildren
and decided to write them a letter
sprinkled with pearls of wisdom from
this old man. The night ended with my
son and I sipping on cognac while I
puffed on my pipe. No marijuana yet
permitted!

During our conversation, he men-
tioned that his commute on the Gar-
den State Parkway takes over an hour
when he leaves home at 6:30 a.m., so
I decided to leave for Westfield at 5:30
the next morning. The Parkway was
jammed with tailgating cars racing at
about 80 mph, which got me thinking
about my letter and the pervasive dis-
ruptive forces of modern technology. I
also wondered how those making this
twice-daily, tension-laden commute
along with the problems at work in
between and those awaiting them at
home could negatively impact their
personal and family lives. I remem-
bered when I drove my father to my
Manhattan office during a chaotic traf-
fic scenario when he said, “Son, man
wasn’t made to live this way.”

That night I sat at my desk with
fountain pen in hand confident to de-
scribe the ground rules to achieve suf-

ficient happiness in the ongoing tech-
nological revolution. I thought and
thought and thought, but my pen
wouldn’t budge. I was stuck, for I
could find little room for optimism.
After all, technology has led to ex-
ploding divorce rates, the disappear-
ing of families and diminished belief
in religion. Technology has created
nuclear weapons and rockets, let alone
drones, to deliver them with preci-
sion. Genetic engineering is now so
easy to perform, which is in the hands
of rogue scientists who can create fatal
biological-resistant bacteria and vi-
ruses. Artificial intelligence combined
with virtual reality and robots will not
only permeate and control many walks
of life but be embraced to relieve the
stresses of life. Pervasive computer
apps to control much of human behav-
ior along with drugs to control moods
and feelings are already in the works.

I momentarily surrendered my pen
and called a number of old-timers
seeking their advice regarding evi-
dence for an optimistic future. None
was optimistic. There was one pro-
vocative recommendation which
struck me as something to think about.
She said, “Tell them to be sure to pick
a wise and loyal robot as a compan-
ion.”

Much evidence, including a recent
revealing Pew Research survey, indi-
cates a growing national mood of pes-
simism which, pari passu, leads to
unsettling feelings of insecurity. The
Democratic presidential candidates
have seized upon such feelings by
offering free medical care and educa-
tion as well as other free programs
offering comfort and security from the
cradle to grave. It remains to be seen
how this strategy will play out.

Regarding my letter to my grand-
children, I did not send it and, instead,
wrote one about regarding the here
and now, stressing the virtues of
strength such as family preparing and
strengthening them for the oncoming
of future disrupting technology.

Stephen DeFelice
Westfield

Why Was Paperboard Building
Not Razed A Long Time Ago?

Support for Historic Preservation
Will Keep Alive Westfield’s Past

Last Wednesday the former Paperboard factory
building partially collapsed on to North Avenue, a
usually busy thoroughfare. Given that the collapse
occurred the day before the July 4th holiday, traffic
thankfully was lighter than usual. Also, there were
only two workers on site and, thank goodness, nei-
ther they nor any passing motorists or pedestrians
were injured or killed. But the question still looms:
Why was this building still standing in the poor
condition it was in, given that demolition began last
summer when the corrugated metal building on the
site was taken down.

Tony DiGiovanni, of Garden Homes, the devel-
oper of the site, said at a town-hall-style meeting in
July 2018 that the building was “beyond repair.”

The collapse of the building caused a major dis-
ruption not just for Garwood, but for the surrounding
towns of Westfield and Cranford, as North Avenue
had to shut for 12 hours before reopening to traffic
on July 3. The roadway had to be shut again in
Garwood on Thursday due to emergency utility
repairs. The collapse also brought down power lines,
causing the loss of electricity to 500 PSE&G cus-
tomers. ShopRite had to stop selling perishable
foods after losing power the day before the Fourth of
July, a major sales event for backyard barbecues.

Most of the Garwood business community as well as
some businesses in Westfield such as Vine Ripe
Markets had to shut down for the day.

Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco said the borough
will investigate what happened. Had the local build-
ing inspector visited the site recently to check if it
was in stable condition? Clearly it was not. The plan
is to build 114 apartment units on the property. There
seemed to have been a stop of the demolition process
since last summer. Plans were to tear the building
down the night of July 2, but that plan was cancelled
due to the threat of thunderstorms. North Avenue
was to have been closed in Garwood from 8 p.m. on
July 2 until 6 a.m. on July 3.

Both the Paperboard site on North Avenue and the
Vermella development under construction on South
Avenue are redevelopment projects included in
Garwood’s Master Plan. We wonder what the overall
financial impact was for the borough as well as the
surrounding business community caused by the build-
ing collapse. Mayor Todisco said her borough will
seek reimbursement for costs incurred by Garwood.

The borough as well as other towns need to take a
stronger position in ordering the immediate demoli-
tion of any building that is not structurally sound.
The safety of the public is just too important.

Historic preservation has been getting much atten-
tion in Westfield, as municipal leaders, residents and
business owners focus on ways to preserve the
community’s past while simultaneously planning
for the future. Such efforts were highlighted during
the June 24 meeting of the Westfield Historic Pres-
ervation Commission (WHPC). Chairwoman Maria
Boyes revealed that historic preservation is a focus
of the updated Westfield Master Plan which the
town’s governing body is preparing.

Community feedback, including responses to a
current survey on the town’s website, shows that 80
percent “see historic preservation as a worthwhile
goal for the town,” according to Kelly Kessler,
commission vice-chairwoman and Steering Com-
mittee member for the Master Plan reexamination.
She noted that only 7 percent did not consider
historic preservation an important objective or a
necessary facet of the master plan.

Ms. Kessler also mentioned during the commission
meeting the WHPC’s campaign within the last year to
raise public awareness of historic homes and designa-
tion of historic districts. She said the goal is to educate
residents on the positive aesthetic impact historic
preservation has on a community overall. This is an
especially important aspect of the WHPC’s mission,
and that of any such group in any town, in that historic
preservation involves the collective commitment of
many people and will help shape the landscape of the
municipality for generations to come.

The WHPC additionally recognizes local historic
preservation achievements through its annual Harry
Devlin Awards, held this year on June 6, when a
diverse range of residential and commercial proper-

ties were honored. Through a student art and writing
contest, the commission hopes to foster and nurture
among the town’s youth an interest in keeping
Westfield’s past alive.

The governing body of Westfield has in its own
capacity advanced preservation of the community’s
heritage. Last month officials adopted an ordinance
designating the Reeve History and Cultural Re-
source Center and Triangle Park as Westfield his-
toric landmarks. The Reeve House, as the center is
popularly known, already has attained status as both
a state and national historic landmark. Triangle
Park, meanwhile, holds the distinction of being the
inaugural park in Westfield’s park system.

In touting historic preservation and awareness
efforts in Westfield, we of course must acknowledge
the myriad contributions of the town’s history orga-
nizations — the Westfield Historical Society, the
Genealogical Society of the West Fields, the Miller-
Cory House Museum Volunteers, Daughters of the
American Revolution, Westfield Chapter; Sons of
the American Revolution, West Fields Chapter, and
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield. Likewise
deserving of praise are those owners of Westfield
residences and businesses who have utilized historic
preservation in restoration, renovation or mainte-
nance of their older properties.

As Westfield prepares to celebrate its 300th anni-
versary in 2020, we commend all of these entities and
individuals for their dedication to preserving the
town’s rich historic legacy. We also applaud the
strong support for historic preservation shown by the
community, and anticipate that it will be a key com-
ponent of Westfield’s updated master plan.

Our Nation With
All of Our Freedoms
First of all let me congratulate our

beloved USNWT on their second
World Cup victory. Well done ladies!

Secondly may I strongly advise that
Megan Rapinoe seek professional
help for her immature outbursts and
disturbing facial gestures she made
during the playoffs. Miss Rapinoe
should also be advised she should be
grateful to President Trump and our
Nation for the freedoms of the 1st
Amendment and for enjoying the right
to practice her sexual preferences
without the worry of persecution and
harassment.

If Miss Rapinoe lived in any other
nation within the Islamic Mideast or
Asia she would be stoned to death,
tied to a chair, or burned alive for her
sexual preference without a second
thought. Plus several other world lead-
ers would have her quietly disappear
into some jail or camp if her sexual
preference became public.

Let her remember that when she
goes into her “poor widdle me” act
when decrying President Trump and
America.

Jim Kurdyla
Clark, NJ

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cyphonism – A form of ancient

punishment consisting of smearing the
victim with honey and exposing him to
insects.

2. Tohubohu – Chaos
3. Catabasion – A chamber in a Greek

church, under the alter, where relics are
kept

4. Melic – Of song or poetry

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PATAS
1. The West African red monkey
2. Moving in a hopping or skipping

manner
3. The head of a household
4. The act of rubbing; massaging

ACHROMASIA
1. Elevation sickness
2. Motion sickness
3. Lack of pigment in the skin
4. Blood disorder resulting from insuf-

ficient chromium
CAPPADINE

1. Small metal cuplike stand for hold-
ing hot coffee cups

2. Waste silk sheared from silkworm’s
cocoons after the good silk has been
reeled off

3. Cornish crow with red feet and beak
4. A small flesh-eating mammal re-

lated to the weasel
EXSICCATE

1. To dry up or evaporate
2. To discolor or blacken as if by

burning
3. Having a rough and dry surface
4. To sever; behead


