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Courtesy of Tom Kranz
NEW FUNDRAISING RECORD...Pictured are some of the 67 prize baskets up for grabs and one happy customer with
tickets for The Chelsea at Fanwood’s annual tricky tray auction on June 29 benefitting Alzheimer's New Jersey.  The
fundraising event raised over $2,700 setting a new event.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
NEW FUNDRAISING RECORD...The Chelsea at Fanwood set a new record for
fundraising on June 29, raising $2,700 at its annual tricky tray auction benefitting
Alzheimer's New Jersey. The Chelsea team, from left to right, are: Jane Pitzker,
lifestyle director; Karen Simpson, food service director; Kim Wolf, country cottage
coordinator; Laura Parizeau, concierge; Pam Gabel, director of community rela-
tions; Karen DiFabio, lifestyle assistant, and Annette Watson, executive director.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PATRIOTRIC THEMED CONCERT...The Westfield Community Band, under
the direction of Thomas Connors, continued its 107th season with its annual
Independence Day Concert on July 4 in Mindowaskin Park. The band was joined
by members of the Westfield Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution
(SAR) and Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR), who presented a special
program in tribute to Independence Day. Also featured was an appearance by
Westfield’s own “Towne Crier,” who presented the “news of the day.”

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PRE-FIREWORKS FESTIVITIES…Music and games for the children are
provided by The Spinners prior to Mountainside’s fireworks on July 4. Games
included a colorful parachute, water balloon toss, Hula-Hoop contests, and a limbo
bar dance with prizes for participants. The festivities were sponsored by the
Mountainside Volunteer Fire Department and held at Our Lady of Lourdes
School on Central Avenue.
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Scotch Plains Planning Board
Approves Townhomes on Front St.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The planning
board on Monday night gave its ap-
proval to an application to build a trio
of townhomes on Front Street.

Front St 1801 LLC will convert a
long rectangular lot at 1801 Front
Street, which presently houses a two-
and-a-half-story home and a separate
garage, into a three-townhome devel-
opment that will be situated on the
front half of the 290-foot long lot.

The units will be built along the west-
ern edge of the 45-foot wide property
and face east, with a driveway lead-
ing to the three units as well as a small
parking area for visitors, according to
engineer Thomas Quinn.

He told the board that the grassy back
half of the long property will be left
mostly undisturbed, but a small portion
will be set aside for benches, a barbeque
pit and children’s play area for resi-
dents. A dry well will be installed at the
front of the property to collect rainwa-
ter. A homeowners association will
maintain the property, including snow
removal and trash pickup.

Architect Roger Winkle showed
the board sketches of how the three-
story townhomes will be laid out,
with a two-car garage and utility room
on the ground floor, a half-bath,
kitchen, dining area and living room
on the second floor and three bed-

rooms and two full bathrooms on the
third floor. The three attached units
will measure about 92 feet in length
and 23 feet in depth.

Michael Mistretta, the board’s plan-
ner, said the rear of the townhomes
will be only five feet from the adjoin-
ing property line and noted that, ac-
cording to the architectural render-
ings, the nearly uniform-looking rear
wall would be something that “the
neighborhood is going to be staring
at,” referring to the adjacent condo
development on Village Park Court.
He asked if there were ways to break
up the view, and Mr. Winkle said he
could add some trim, crown molding
and other features to make the rear
wall appear less monolithic.

Three residents living in the condo
development on Village Park Court
spoke to the board before its vote to
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Change In Downtown Logo
Proposed By Cranford DMC

By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The issue of the
downtown’s new logo became a topic
of conversation and debate for the
township committee at its workshop
meeting Monday night.

Anthony Durante, chairman of the
Cranford Downtown Management
Corporation (DMC), presented a pro-
posed new logo for downtown
Cranford in the style of a bold black
C in gothic font surrounded by a gold
outline. Drawing inspiration from
Cranford’s history, including a map
that dates back to approximately the
mid 19th century, the board of direc-
tors of the DMC wanted to move
away from the school colors of blue
and gold in an attempt to rebrand the
downtown and attract prospective
people outside the typical orbit of
school and sports colors.

Township committee members had
mixed reactions to the new logo. Com-
missioner Jean-Albert Maisonneuve,
expressed support, while Commis-

sioners Mary O’Connor and Thomas
Hannen, Jr., leaned more toward the
traditional Cranford school colors of
blue and gold for the new logo. Dur-
ing his presentation, Mr. Durante ex-
plained the board’s rationale for fa-
voring the gothic black and gold C as
its preferred choice for the new down-
town Cranford logo.

“After months and weeks of work
and after dozens of iterations, this
logo is the one we kept coming back
to,” Mr. Durante said. “We came back
to simple gold and black, strong gold
font and a logo that’s nice and crisp
and clear.”

Mr. Durante continued, “It’s clean
and simple and scalable. You can put
it on a polo shirt, you can put it on a
business card, you can put it in an
email, or you can put it on a banner on
a light post,” Mr. Durante said. “It’s
reflective of our history, but also has
a modern bold treatment.”

Mr. Durante came to the township
committee in order to get officials’

Letter — Independent Voters
Speak, by Steve Barratt, Long Val-
ley.

Sports -- Cal Ripken 12U State

Tournament; Clark Bombers/
Westfield White 8U; Westfield Blue/
Clark Bombers 11U; Gas House
Gorillas/Darby Road Brainard.

Mayor Urges Residents to Lean
On Lawmakers for Reforms

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At a meet-
ing of the township’s affordable-
housing advisory committee on
Tuesday, Mayor Alexander Smith
urged residents upset by the court-
imposed affordable-housing re-
quirements to contact state legisla-
tors and press them to enact a series
of reforms that could ease munici-
palities’ obligations.

The mayor told the 25 residents
and committee members in atten-
dance that it will take “a lot of work
for residents to let legislators know”
that reforms are “important.” Four

specific pieces of legislation have
been identified by the committee as
offering solutions to the housing
mandates imposed by courts on
towns, including Scotch Plains.

Several thousand housing units,
with 15 percent deemed as afford-
able, could be built at various sites
in town over the coming six years.
The mayor urged residents to con-
tact their local legislators to say
“we need changes.” He called the
housing directives “one of the big-
gest unfunded mandates,” and criti-
cized developers who contribute
money to legislators who have
shown little interest in addressing

the issue. “We don’t have the
money,” the mayor said, “but we
have votes.”

The bulk of Tuesday’s meeting
was devoted to informing residents
about the proposed housing devel-
opments planned for a piece of prop-
erty on North Avenue and at the
Amberg garden center property on
Lamberts Mill Road. Next week,
the township council will hold hear-
ings on two ordinances, one of which
will permit the construction of 12
units, at 2344 North Avenue, with
two being deemed affordable, while
the other zoning ordinance will per-
mit the construction of 125 units,
with 19 units being deemed afford-
able, at 2100 Lamberts Mill Road.

Several residents expressed con-
cerns about increased traffic around
both sites, and planner Michael
Mistretta said that traffic studies will
be required as part of any site-plan
application to actually construct the
units. “There’s still a lot to do,” he
said, citing needed environmental
studies along with traffic evaluations
on North Avenue and Lamberts Mill
Road. He also said the rezoning of
the properties does not mean that
construction will be imminent. “Our
responsibility is to put the zoning in
place. When developers actually
build is up to them,” he noted.

Township Redevelopment Coor-
dinator Thomas Strowe said of build-
ers, “When they do it, how they do it,
is their decision.” Committee mem-
ber Paulette Coronato, who also is a
long-time member of the planning
board — the body that will ulti-
mately weigh in and approve any
formal site plans — told the audi-
ence that the board “will be diligent”
in evaluating site plans, and added
that the board is “receptive to opin-
ions and suggestions and anecdotal
evidence” from neighborhood resi-
dents at any hearings.

Anthony Tiller Sworn In
Publicly As WFD Chief

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – A crowd of sup-
porters filled the municipal chambers
Tuesday when Anthony Tiller was
sworn in as fire chief of the Westfield
Fire Department (WFD) during a
public ceremony. Chief Tiller firstly
thanked God, then thanked Mayor
Shelley Brindle and the council, Town
Administrator Jim Gildea, WFD
members, Westfield Police Chief
Christopher Battiloro, and his family.
He also remembered in his words the
deceased firefighters of the WFD,
calling them “guardian angels.”

Chief Tiller joined the WFD as a
firefighter in 1997. He was named
acting fire chief in March 2019 when
Chief Dan Kelly retired. Chief Tiller
is the first African-American to hold
the position of fire chief in the WFD.

The council approved by resolu-
tion Chief Tiller’s salary of $149,500
a year, commencing July 1.

Following the ceremony, the mayor
and council passed two ordinances.
Fines and penalties have been put in
place for unlawful handicapped park-
ing ($250); use of skateboards, roller
skates or roller blade skates prohib-
ited in certain parking areas — park-
ing lots 2, 3, 3A, 9 — and at the
Westfield Memorial Library ($100);
unlawful permit parking, and parking
in snow removal restricted areas
($150). An ordinance regarding street
paving was passed requiring utilities
to pave roadways from curb to curb
after the utility has dug up the road-
way for utility work.

Westfield Police Department bike
patrols will be seen downtown on a
regular basis, Mayor Brindle said, to
combat speeding and promote pedes-
trian safety.

The town is seeking donations for a
public arts project that would create
two murals rendered by artist Ricardo

Roig, Mayor Brindle said. To date,
the town has received a $20,000 state
grant, a $5,000 donation from James
Ward, and a $5,000 donation from an
anonymous donor. The town is seek-
ing a total of $70,000 for both murals,
Mayor Brindle said, with the desire to
have at least one painted by the fall.

The kiosk at the train station will
have a facelift as early as 45 to 60
days after the town council voted to
approve the contract for $92,250 to
K&D Contractors, LLC, which was
the low bidder out of two bids re-
ceived, Mr. Gildea said.

The Splash Pad surface installed at
Memorial Pool cost an extra $8,725
over the initial cost of $78,726, in
order to adjust conditions encoun-
tered at the time of installation, ac-
cording to a governing body resolu-
tion.

Two liquor licenses were renewed
— one for Westfield Wine & Liquor
at 270 North Avenue East, and one
inactive license for Westfield Hospi-
tality, LLC, also known as Westfield
Fish and Brew, located at the vacant
building of 76-86 Elm Street.
Westfield Hospitality, LLC purchased
the license from Jeffrey’s of Westfield
Bar & Grill a year ago. Jeffrey’s closed
in 2014.

During public comment, resident
Greg Kasko again addressed the coun-
cil on what he calls “theft of time,”
referring to a person(s) clocking in
and out other person(s), at the De-
partment of Public Works. He asked
the council and mayor why an inves-
tigator was not provided with payroll
records from the summertime when
the theft allegedly took place.

Resident Kevin Monroe asked the
mayor and council why he needs a
$25 permit to play basketball at the
park. Mr. Gildea said the playing of
basketball is free at the park, but there
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