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Reimagining Plans Continue
To Be Focus of Cranford BOE

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Conversations
about the Reimagining of
Cranford Public Schools continue
to be the focus at the board of
education (BOE) meetings and
discussions continued at
Monday’s board of education
meeting.

Two community-wide question-
and-answer sessions were held
last week at Orange Avenue
School and Hillside Avenue
School. The final meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, February
19 at Brookside Place School.

Once meetings have been com-
pleted the district will meet with
a third party to “craft a survey”
that will be available to Cranford
residents, according to Superin-
tendent of Schools Scott Rubin,
Ed.D.

Information will be sent through
the mail instructing residents on
how to access information on the
proposals and how to provide
feedback online. Meetings for
technical assistance for residents
completing the survey on-line
will be available, along with a
hard copy of the survey for those
residents who do not want to
complete it online.

Approximately four weeks af-
ter the survey is distributed a
team will analyze the feedback
from the surveys and the results
will be made public. Data col-
lected from the survey will help
guide the district in the next
steps of the process. The district
hopes to be on schedule for a
referendum vote in November or
December of 2019 in regards to
the Reimagining proposals.

Resident Rita La Brutto, who
raised three kids in the district
and expressed favoritism for the
“neighborhood school environ-
ment,” suggested that the pre-
sentations on the Reimagining
proposals have a “pro-slant” in

favor of a regional middle school
and expressed concern that the
survey might be equally
“slanted.”

Mr. Rubin made clear that the
intention behind hiring a third
party to craft the survey is to
create one that is objective and
fair.

“I think you are 100 percent
correct that the survey has got to
be very specific, it’s got to be
valid, reliable, neutral, all those
sorts of things,” Mr. Rubin told
Ms. LaBrutto.

Resident Mark Zucker stood be-
fore the board and commented
that he has attended several
meetings on the Reimagining
plans.

“What I think people are for-
getting is that we need to re-
member to focus on what is best
for our children and not focus on
what is best for ourselves,” Mr.
Zucker said.

In other board business, the
memorandum of agreement and
salary guides between the board
of education and the Cranford
Education Association (CEA) was
approved.

The school district calendar for
the 2019-2020 was approved by
the board.

“We really do believe that tak-
ing a look at it through multiple
lenses ensures that we’re get-
ting a very good final product
that works for everyone,” Mr.
Rubin said in assuring the audi-
ence about the calendar.

Additionally, a schedule for the
passing of the school budget was
discussed, and Board Secretary
Robert Carfagno told board mem-
bers, Tuesday, March 5 is the
“key date” to watch out for when
the district will learn how much
Cranford will be given in state
aid.

The next regularly scheduled
BOE meeting will be Monday,
February 25.

per home.
Mr. Cryan said a “pre-payment

process or installments” could
still be allowed if the municipality
chooses to move forward with
the sewer bill reduced mailings.

Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley said
public input pertaining to the
sewer bill process is something
worth considering.

Mayor Giblin said reducing mu-
nicipal spending on “outside at-
torneys” (attorneys hired to con-
sult during lawsuits) can reduce
discretionary spending in “the
long run.”

The mayor said installing a “con-
ference call system” in the town-
ship committee room could de-
crease individual committee
members’ contact with a given
law firm. He said law firms often
will charge per email or by their
time on the phone.

“They often will not tell you,
‘I’m charging you for this email,’”
said Mayor Giblin, referring to
law firm communications poli-
cies.

Over the years, committee
members would inquire on sub-
ject matter pertaining to a law-
suit before executive sessions,
increasing information costs,
stated Mayor Giblin.

“All this stuff adds up,” Mayor
Giblin said.

Installing a “conference
speaker” would allow for all in-
quiries to be made during a given
period, thus limiting further cor-
respondence between law firms
to be concentrated with the mu-
nicipal attorney, Ryan Cooper,
stated Mayor Giblin.

Television 35 Director Ed Dav-

enport said continued costs for
the station include music licens-
ing arrangements. Mr. Daven-
port said TV 35 plans to sell the
“television truck” using technol-
ogy advances (camera equip-
ment) to reduce long-term ex-
penditures.

Fire personnel salary costs will
increase from over $2.9 million
to over $3.1 million, stated Fire
Chief Dan Czeh.

Five firefighters “will be hitting
top pay rate,” advancing from
Step 5 to Step 6, with 12 other
firefighters “moving other steps,”
Chief Czeh said.

Cranford Begins Review of Municipal Budget

Kindergarten Registration Dates Told
GARWOOD — Registration for

kindergarten for Garwood resi-
dents for September 2019 will
take place from Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 27 to Wednesday, March 6
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. and from
1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

To expedite registration, forms
may be obtained from the
Garwood Schools’ website at
garwoodschools.org. Children
turning five by October 1, 2019
may be registered for kindergar-
ten. The following documents are
required for student registration:
an original and a copy of the
child’s birth certificate, current
immunization records and recent
physical.

The following are required
proofs which may be used to
establish residency and/or do-
micile in Garwood: mortgage,
lease or rental agreement with a
Garwood address, and two or
more of the following: utility bill
in your name with a Garwood
address; credit card bill in your
name at a Garwood address;
voter registration card in your
name with a Garwood address;
driver’s License in your name
with a Garwood address; vehicle
registration in your name with a
Garwood address; bank account

in your name with a Garwood
address; federal or state income
tax returns indicating domicile in
Garwood, and child custody or-
der placing the child with a
Garwood resident.

Residents will not be asked for
any information or documents
protected from disclosure by law,
or pertaining to criteria that are
not legitimate bases for deter-
mining eligibility to attend school.

If living in a residency where
there is no established rental
agreement, i.e., living with a rela-
tive or under an oral lease, the
following can be submitted: the
most recent tax bill and nota-
rized letter of domicile from the
person whose name appears on
the tax bill or a notarized state-
ment from the landlord indicat-
ing his/her name, address and
telephone number and affirming
that you live at the Garwood
address on a month-to-month
basis under an oral lease.

The Garwood Board of Educa-
tion reserves the right to make a
bona fide request for additional
and/or alternative documentation
of residency on a case by case
basis. Proof of immunization (most
recent record) is required for
DTaP, Polio and Hepatitis B.

Cranford Seniors
Can Enjoy Yoga

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
has announced a new program,
open to all Cranford senior citi-
zens, that will be held at the
Cranford Community Center.

“Monday Morning Senior Yoga”
will take place from 11:45 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. beginning March
4. It involves simple, functional,
repetitive, easy-to-follow move-
ments to help posture, balance,
strength and flexibility. There is
a relaxation period at the end of
class. Participants are asked to
bring an exercise or yoga mat to
class.

The Cranford Community Cen-
ter is located at 220 Walnut
Avenue. For additional informa-
tion, call Lori-Ann Donnelly, se-
nior citizen program coordina-
tor, at (908) 709-7283.


