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The Cougars indeed were a much
different team in the second half
and demonstrated that they were
capable of hitting the threes also,
while limiting the Pioneers to just
one 3-pointer in regulation and
one more in overtime.

“I was covering the big man
[Bedder]. He wasn’t much of a
shooter, so I told my teammates
to close out as hard as you can.
If they beat you, so what, I am
here to help. It didn’t shut down
the 3-point shots but it definitely
cooled it off,” Ruka (15 points,
including five 3-pointers) said.

The Cougars began with a 13-
7 run in the third quarter to
narrow the margin to 46-41. Then
after Cougar Jack Connolly fired
in their fifth 3-pointer of the quar-
ter to cut the lead to 50-47,
Coach Cattano called for a
timeout with :47.9 on the clock

“I try not to call timeout unless
we have to. I like our kids to try
and play through it because they

know it’s happening. What am I
going to tell them? All the sud-
den we are taking bad shots or
they are on the run but I like the
way our kids responded at the
end. That would have been a real
tough loss for us,” Coach Cattano
expressed.

Kelly would roll in a lay-up at
the end of the quarter to make
the score 52-47. Ruka and Goff
(20 points, 4 3-pointers) hit a
pair of 3-pointers each in the
quarter and Petgrave scored four
of his 11 points.

Assists played a big role in that
third-quarter run and even more
so in the fourth quarter as the
Cougars actually took a 65-60
lead with 2:10 remaining in regu-
lation. Goff and Petgrave would
each dish out four assists. Joe
Carrea (5 points, 3-pointer)
would have three assists, while
Kevin Donovan (8 points, 2 3-
pointers) and Cole Blazek (7
points, 3-pointer) would each

have two.
“I was looking to pass first.

Hunter was hot, Jeremy was hot,
so I passed to one of them,”
Petgrave said.

Ruka, who had said in the past
that he was not a very good
setup man, led the team with
five assists.

“I think a lot of times when I am
shooting well, that opens up.
They drive to me. They close out
very hard. I give them a pump
fake and drive, and someone
else will come on and it’s usually
just an easy dish for a lay-up or
a jumper. And my teammates
were putting them down tonight,”
Ruka explained.

The Pioneers rallied to tie the
score with 39 seconds showing
then Goff answered with two.
With just a few seconds remain-
ing, the Cougars missed a free
throw, the Pioneers got the re-
bound and Bedder rolled in a lay-
up to send the game to overtime.

Ruka, on an assist from
Petgrave, sank his fifth 3-pointer
but the Pioneers followed with
seven unanswered points. Ruka
assisted Petgrave on a 2-pointer
and Goff added a two to tie the
score but Dillon, who had been
extremely difficult to handle all
game, put in a lay-up, was fouled
and sank the free throw for the
final score.

“Very good point guard. He’s
got some schools that are look-
ing at him to play at the next
level. He’s tough to cover. He
really runs the show for us. Quite
quick,” Coach Cattano expressed.

Throughout the game Petgrave
was very tough under the boards
and led all players with 15 re-
bounds.

“He [Ruka] had the big guy
[Bedder] just boxing him out and
helped me getting the ball. Just
getting in front of him,” Petgrave
explained.

There seemed to be no doubt

that the Cougars, despite the
loss, played perhaps their best
game of the season.

“I feel like it was our best game.
We were playing together on both
sides of the ball. They thought
they were going to come in here
and beat on us and we came back
and showed them that they
weren’t going to,” Petgrave ex-
pressed.
New Prov. 11 28 13 15 10 77
Cranford 14 12 21 20   7 74
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