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l'ennemi du journaliste

PETGRAVE 15 PULLS REBOUNDS, 11 POINTS; RUKA 15 POINTS, 5 ASSISTS, GOFF 20 POINTS

Pioneer Boys Survive Cougar Attack in 77-74 B-Ball Victory
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What may have appeared to be
a New Providence rout turned
into a battle for survival in a boys
basketball game against the host-
ing Cranford Cougars on Febru-
ary 7. The Pioneers owned a
healthy 13-point, 39-26, lead at
the half only to watch it dissolve
into a 67-67 tie at the end of
regulation. But good fortune was
with the Pioneers, who endured
to pull out a 77-74 victory.

The victory upped the Pioneers’
record to 17-2 and 7-0 in the

Union County Conference (UCC)
Sky Division, while the Cougars
evened to 9-9 (4-4 UCC Sky).
The Pioneers’ only losses were to
Madison and a one-point setback
to Union. Pioneer 36-year Head
Coach Art Cattano recorded his
512th career victory.

“We were disappointed after
the first quarter the way we came
out. We cranked it up a little bit
and I give a lot of credit to them
[Cranford]. They competed re-
ally hard. They got themselves in
the game. It was a good test for
both teams and it could have

gone down to anybody. We came
back, they came back and we
just happened to wind up win-
ning at the end. There was a time
where I thought we were down
four and we wound up putting it
to overtime,” Coach Cattano said.

The first quarter saw the Cou-
gars hitting from the outside,
while the Pioneers led by point
guard Sean Dillon were working
Alley Oop passes into their big
man Dylan Bedder (13 re-
bounds), who scored six of his 21
points in the quarter that was
won by the Cougars, 14-11. Cou-
gar sophomore Arjun Petgrave
sank five points, including a 3-
pointer, while seniors Jeremy
Ruka and Hunter Goff each sank
a 3-pointer in the quarter.

The Pioneers completely
changed their tactics in the sec-
ond quarter and, using four dif-
ferent shooters, banged in seven
of their eight 3-pointers of the
half. The result was a 28-12 run
and the 39-26 lead. Greg Meyers
(13 points) hit trip threes and
Owen Kovacs (9 points) sank

two threes, while Dillon (11
points, 3 steals) and Brian Kelly
(13 points, 10 rebounds) each
sank one three. Devin Haughey
had five points for the Cougars.

On the Pioneers’ change of tac-
tics, Petgrave answered, “We
didn’t expect that, so the next
time we just had to get up on
them and close out harder. It
was kind of hard but we tried our
best to rotate on defense,”
Petgrave said.

“I think we needed to not play
as scared. We are on the same
level as this team if not better. I
think their record was intimidat-
ing to us but it took a half for us
to realize that we could play with
this team,” Ruka answered. “We
just told each other just go out.
What do we have to lose?”
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