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Arthouse Film Festival
Begins March 4

AREA — On March 4, Arthouse
Film Festival will return for 10 weeks
to its home base New Jersey theatres:
AMC Mountainside and AMC
Monmouth Mall.

If you are not one of the thousands
of New Jersey film buffs who have
attended in years past, just imagine
seeing a festival-winning gem before
release to the public, then the lights
come up, and there in front of you are
the creators of the film, ready to an-
swer questions and discuss their work.

Oscar winners and nominees Danny
Aiello, Alan Arkin, Frank Darabont,
Jesse Eisenberg, Ethan Hawke, Jean-
Pierre Jeunet, Melissa Leo, Viggo
Mortensen, Chazz Palminteri, John
Sayles, Aaron Sorkin, Fisher Stevens
and David Strathairn have joined
Dylan Baker, Jim Breuer, Famke
Janssen, Danai Gurira, Joseph Gor-
don-Levitt, Derek Luke, Mary Stuart
Masterson, David Morse, Connie
Nielsen, Joe Pantoliano and Kevin
Smith as guest speakers who have
come to share their insights with fes-
tival participants.

The festival has hosted 1,898 movie
premieres with 1,176 live guest ap-
pearances over the past 28 years.

“The program will always be flex-
ible in order to take advantage of
opportunities as they arise,” said fes-
tival director Chuck Rose. “Wonder-
ful surprises and fantastic celebrities
can pop up out of nowhere, so we try
to keep the schedule as fluid as pos-
sible.

“Even before we started in 1990, I
began working to create an interna-
tional VIP network of actors, direc-
tors, screenwriters, producers, jour-
nalists and film industry pros whose
jobs involve creating and evaluating
the cream of Sundance, Cannes,
Toronto, Telluride, Venice, Berlin,
SXSW and the other important film
festivals. We also work to ferret out
potential hits in the development and
production stages so we are ready to
pounce on the best films first.

“Last fall, before release to the
public, we premiered: Green Book,
First Man, Cold War, Shoplifters, The
Guilty, The Old Man & the Gun, At

Eternity’s Gate and many more out-
standing films which then went on to
earn 16 Oscar, 12 Golden Globe and
18 British Academy Award nomina-
tions.”

For information, to see which films
were screened in the past, or which
ones may be screened this year, or to
register, visit
www.ArthouseFilmFestival.com or
call (732) 870-6012.

The festival is open to anyone, but
seating is limited, so early enrollment
is advised. Subscription is $139 for
five weeks or $245 for all 10 weeks.
After February 27, rates will go up.
Also being offered is a specially priced
flex ticket so users may choose any
eight out of 10 nights for their conve-
nience.

Confirmed films and those under
consideration for the upcoming festi-
val include: Ask Dr. Ruth, director
Ryan White; Aniara with Emilie
Jonsson, Bianca Cruzeiro, directors
Pella Kagerman, Hugo Lilja; The Best
of Enemies with Sam Rockwell, Taraji
P. Henson, director Robin Bissell; Be
Natural: The Untold Story of Alice
Guy-Blaché, director Pamela B.
Green; Booksmart with Lisa Kudrow,
Jason Sudeikis, Will Forte, director
Olivia Wilde; The Brink, director
Alison Klayman; Dogman with
Marcello Fonte, Edoardo Pesce, di-
rector Matteo Garrone; Hail Satan?,
director Penny Lane; The Hustle with
Anne Hathaway, Rebel Wilson, di-
rector Chris Addison; In the Aisles
with Sandra Huller, Franz Rogowski,
director Thomas Stuber; Late Night
with Mindy Kaling, Emma Thomp-
son, director Nisha Ganatra; Long
Shot with Seth Rogen, Charlize
Theron, director Jonathan Levine;
Missing Link with Hugh Jackman,
Zoe Saldana, director Chris Butler; 3
Faces with Behnaz Jafari, director
Jafar Panahi; Tolkien with Lily
Collins, Nicholas Hoult, director
Dome Karukoski; Transit with Franz
Rogowski, Paula Beer, director Chris-
tian Petzold; Working Woman with
Liron Ben-Shlush, Menashe Noy, di-
rector Michal Aviad; and more to
come!

HUSTLE TO THE MOVIES...The Hustle, The Best of Enemies, Working Woman
and many more not-yet-released movies will premiere in the Arthouse Film
Festival beginning March 4 at AMC Mountainside and AMC Monmouth Mall.
For information, call (732) 870-6012 or visit: www.ArthouseFilmFestival.com.

Architect Blasi to Present
Best Practices for Building

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission
(HPC) kicks off its 2019 Speaker
Series with a presentation by local
architect Greg Blasi on valuable de-
sign and construction tips for
homeowners on Thursday, February
21, at 7 p.m. in the Westfield Munici-
pal Building’s Community Room, 425
East Broad Street. Residents who are
considering an addition or renova-
tion project or are interested in the
architectural process are encouraged
to attend.

A practicing architect for over 20
years, Mr. Blasi will review the stan-
dard process a homeowner should
take when considering building an
addition or new residence. He will
provide valuable insights for owners
of both older and newer homes, in-
cluding the distinct roles of the archi-
tect and builder, how they interact
with the town, and what to expect in

terms of a timeline. A question and
answer period will follow.

Known for his popular walking
tours of Westfield’s historic neigh-
borhoods, Mr. Blasi will also present
a virtual tour of Boulevard, one of
Westfield’s most prominent historic
streets. The houses on this street span
several decades, from the Victorian
era to the early part of the last century.

Established by municipal ordi-
nance, Westfield’s Historic Preserva-
tion Commission (HPC) is charged
with preserving historical sites and
structures while fostering an appre-
ciation for these landmarks as an es-
sential element of the town’s unique
character. The commission will host
a brief “meet and greet” with mem-
bers before the presentation. Refresh-
ments will be served. For more infor-
mation, please visit westfieldnj.gov/
historic preservation or email
HPC@westfieldnj.gov.

‘Sweetheart Night’ Poetry
Reading in Fanwood

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to
attend a free event on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 19, at 8 p.m., featuring distin-
guished poet Gretna Wilkinson in the
Kuran Arts Center on Watson Road,
off North Martine
Avenue, adjacent
to Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall. (GPS
use 75 N. Martine
Avenue). The read-
ing marks the start
of the 2019 season
of the Carriage
House Poetry Se-
ries with the annual
“ S w e e t h e a r t
Night,” in obser-
vance of
Valentine’s Day.

Ms. Wilkinson
grew up in Guyana,
South America, and
began her career at
the age of 17 as a
missionary teacher
in the jungles there.
She immigrated to the United States
with her family in 1981 and pursued
higher education, earning her master’s
and doctorate from Drew University.

Ms. Wilkinson taught at the County
College of Morris for 16 years before
joining the faculty at Red Bank Re-
gional High School in 2005. She’s
been recognized as Monmouth
County Arts Educator of the Year and

as Red Bank Regional’s 2016 Teacher
of the Year. She has published six
books of poems, including her most
recent collection, “Opening the
Drawer” (Cool Women Press). A
Geraldine R. Dodge Poet, she has

performed in many
venues throughout
the USA and is
founder of the
online literary
magazine, The
Ravens Perch.

With this event,
the Carriage
House Poetry Se-
ries begins its 21th
year at the Kuran
Arts Center, an his-
toric Gothic Re-
vival structure that
was once a 19th
century carriage
house, hence the
name of the series.
The February 19
reading is free and
open to the public.
An open mic will

follow the featured performance, so
individuals are invited to read one
poem of their choice.

For information, call (908) 889-
7223 or (908) 889-5298. For online
directions, and to see the 2019 Car-
riage House Poetry Series calendar,
visit http://
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com/
.

Gretna Wilkinson

Mamma Mia! Is Dancing Into
CDC Theatre February 15

CRANFORD — The party cel-
ebrating the 100th Anniversary Sea-
son at CDC Theatre will be in full
swing when the musical Mamma Mia!
opens on Friday, February 15. Over
60 million people worldwide have
fallen in love with the characters, the
story and the music that make up
Mamma Mia! ABBA’s hits tell the
hilarious story of a daughter’s quest
to discover the identity of her father,
bringing three men from her mother’s
past back to the island they last vis-
ited 20 years ago.

The show’s director, Sean Lough,
recently shared his enthusiasm:
“When it comes to having fun direct-
ing, Mamma Mia! is going to be a
tough one to beat. Mamma Mia! is
one of the world’s most popular mu-
sicals, so we are excited to bring it to
New Jersey audiences as part of our
100th Season! The cast is made up of
true ABBA fans; it would be hard not
to be working on this show. At our
first rehearsal, everyone had huge

smiles on their faces as it hit them that
we get to perform classic ABBA
songs, not just sing them in our cars.
This show is a true celebration. It’s
like we’re having a party every night.”

The large cast is led by Mandy
Feiler, Michelle Sblendorio and
Donna Faraone as Donne, Tonya and
Rosie with Lindsay Maron playing
Donna’s daughter, Sophie. Michael
Dooley, Mark Smith and James Lopez
are Sophie’s potential dads and Evan
Krug her fiancé, Sky.

Tickets and additional details can be
found by visiting the theatre’s website,
cdctheatre.org. For the best selection,
and prices, tickets can be purchased
ahead of time online following links on
the website. Located at 78 Winans Av-
enue in Cranford, CDC Theatre has
been designated the NJACT Theatre of
the Year. This production is made pos-
sible by funds from the Union County
Office of Cultural & Heritage Affairs, a
partner of the New Jersey State Council
on the Arts.

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

They Shall Not Grow Old, a haunting
documentary commissioned by
Britain’s Imperial War Museum to com-
memorate the centennial of the conclu-
sion of WWI is a brilliant homage, an
artistic accomplishment and a must-see
for film students, history buffs and
cineastes alike. While director Peter
Jackson’s numerous Hobbit and Lord
of the Rings fantasies have long estab-
lished him as a box office juggernaut,
this 99-minute paean to all who found
themselves engulfed, devastated,
changed forever or killed in the war that
was supposed to end all wars compel-
lingly adds ‘groundbreaking’ to the
adjectives describing his filmmaking
prowess.

In authorizing its assignment, the
Museum instituted one strict rule: Mr.
Jackson was to use only actual footage
from the 100 hours that had survived
the 10 decades since the end of hostili-
ties, and the 600 or so hours of audio
from actual survivors who had been
interviewed as late as the 1970s. The
resulting masterpiece not only made do
with the available resources, but magi-
cally wrung from them a motherlode of
information and thought heretofore
locked away for the lack of technical
ingenuity. Now it’s in color and 3D. We
are continually wowed by the achieve-
ment.

As Jackson, and his ingenious
complement of artisans, mine secrets
long hidden in celluloid previously
thought to be unrestorable, we are
amazed by both the process and the
substance, and certainly more than a bit
saddened by the realization that a race
of beings so competent in this historical
resurrection of facts and philosophies
was nonetheless unable to avoid the
cataclysms of its subject matter.

We peer, with no small amount of
sympathetic helplessness, at the young
men, many of them essentially stow-
aways who signed up before attaining
the required age of 18. There is no
escaping the glint of fatalism in their
eyes, belying the bravado of comrades
in arms, excited at what will be the
adventure of their lives, the violent
cause of their demise, or the beginning
of an infirmity for all their remaining
years. It’s all there in the footage origi-
nally garnered by the brave pioneers of
motion picture journalism, the guard-
ians of posterity, long before any tin-
pot authoritarian would dare call them
the purveyors of fake news.

History is unrelenting in its honesty.
Pick an age, any age, and then interpo-
late or extrapolate as the notion steers
you. There you’ll find the necessary
truth of noble and generous heroes pe-
rennially fighting the good fight against

greed and corruption. Surely we must
defeat Hitlers and their would-be suc-
cessors. But be wary of the evil fear
monger, chanting us into his false con-
flicts. Contemplating those startled eyes
of the young British soldiers who, as
Alfred Lord Tennyson poeticized,
“Theirs not to reason why, Theirs but to
do and die,” we decry the profiteers of
war.

While there is no empirical proof of
conspiracy, in addition to the covetous
grasp for real estate and the inbred
stupidity of monarchs bereft of diplo-
macy or sympathy, it’s fairly substanti-
ated that arms manufacturers had their
sway in the horror that murdered one
million British soldiers. Flash forward
to the documentation impeccably laid
out in “Vice” (2018), the biopic about
Vice President Dick Cheney’s rise to
power and the tremendous fortune ac-
cumulated through the war in Iraq.
There, we are shockingly, but matter-
of-factly, reminded of how even in a
democratic government framed by bril-
liant minds who hoped for a destiny far
more egalitarian, the scurrilous and glut-
tonous have used their power not for the
good of the commonweal, but in the
service of their insatiable pockets.

Hence, if it takes a war or so, what the
hell. “Thins out the herd; improves the
breed.” And here we are, in 2019, beg-
ging for a comprehensive health plan,
mere crumbs in the grand scheme of
things, yet admonished by some that it
will bankrupt us. But, who’s the Us they
mean? In these so very young soldiers’
gazes we sense a kindredness, as if they
want to share a brief breath with us, to
tell us, how in essence their fate sym-
bolizes the mendacity of the ages.

Maybe the profoundly astute Dr. Ben
Rogers, professor and former Air Force
ace, was a bit drunk when he angrily
walked into his History of Labor class
at 8:30 a.m. that Iowa morning in 1968.
He strode to the blackboard and in foot-
high letters wrote the word, ‘Bauxite.’
“Want to know why we’re in Viet-
nam?” he loudly asked. “That’s why!
Class dismissed.”

Up until this point, that less than one-
minute lecture and a reading in high
school of Erich Maria Remarque’s “All
Quiet on the Western Front” served as
the two most influential elements of my
antiwar vehemence. I now add “They
Shall Not Grow Old” to the cause, with
the hope that one day the very idea of an
antiwar book or movie will be a super-
fluous sentiment, the artefact of a bar-
barism long extinguished.

…
They Shall Not Grow Old, rated R, is

a Warner Bros. release directed by Pe-
ter Jackson and stars British soldiers
who served in WWI. Running time: 99
minutes.

P O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R N

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

They Shall Not Grow Old
When Johnny Comes Marching Home for Good

4 popcorns

Kicking and Swearing One-
Act Fest Returns to UCPAC
RAHWAY – The Fifth Annual

Kicking & Swearing One-Act Festi-
val kicks off this weekend at the Union
County Performing Arts Center’s
Hamilton Stage.

Kicking and Swearing is a week-
end filled with original one-act plays
by the most talented budding writers
and directors in the theater world.
The festival offers two evenings of
insightful writings that include origi-
nal comedy, tragedy, satire, and sci-fi
short plays to make up a matinee of
spectacularly exciting theater.

The festival takes places on Friday,
February 15 at 8 p.m., Saturday, Feb-
ruary 16 at 8 p.m., and Sunday, Feb-
ruary 17 at 2 p.m.

The first group of selected plays
will be performed on Friday, Febru-
ary 15, and the second group will be
performed on Saturday, February 16.
The Sunday matinee, February 17,
will present all selected plays, fol-
lowed by a Q&A session with the
writers, directors and cast.

The Festival includes these works:
Program A: Cherry the Babysitter

- Written and Directed by Candy Fox;
Fine - Writers: Lisa Black and Fred
Dennehey, Director: Lisa Black;
Housecall - Writer: Fred Dennehey,
Director: Beatrice Esteban Messina;
Ignorance or Bliss - Writer: Lisa
Annitti, Director: Bob Lowy; Gar-
con a la pipe - Written and Directed
by Nick Bonaparte; Dead Reckoning
- Writers: Lisa Black and Fred
Dennehey, Director: Lisa Black; The
Quarter - Writer: Lisa Annitti, Direc-
tor: Bob Lowy; Volume Control -
Written and Directed by Nick
Bonaparte; Laundromat - Writer:
Scott Mullen, Director: Sherrie
Lilenfeld.

Program B: Three on a Dime- Writer:
Eileen Benson, Director: Dickson
Lane; Dogs in Space - Written and
Directed by Ian Federgreen; Woof, A
Farce - Written and Directed by Bill
Ward; The Sentence - Writer: Ryan
Kaminski, Director: Peter Curley; At
the Doctor’s Office - Writer: Rich
Fowler, Director: Dave McGrath; Ex-
perimental British Farce - Writer: Ian
Federgreen, Director: Bill Seesselberg;
The Case of the Missing Identity -
Writer: Rich Fowler, Director: Dave
McGrath; Time Juice - Writer: Matt
Gustavsen, Director: Julie
Dennebaum; The Good Luck Charm -
Writer: Mark Belasco, Director: Mark
Belasco and Peter Curley.

General admission tickets are avail-
able for purchase for $15 or $20 at
www.ucpac.org/events. Tickets may
also be purchased by visiting the Main
Stage Box Office located at 1601 Irv-
ing Street in Rahway. The Box Office
can be reached via email at
boxoffice@ucpac.org or by calling
(732) 499-8226. The Hamilton Stage
is located at 360 Hamilton Street in
Rahway, and both locations are easily
accessible to major roads and public
transportation.

IN TUNE WITH COMMUNITY...Wardlaw+Hartridge Middle School students
Samia Silver of Rahway and Anushka Dalal of Scotch Plains sing for the residents
at The Highlands as part of their service-learning intiatives.

W+H Students Entertain Senior
Citizens in Service-Learning Initiative
AREA — Middle School students

at The Wardlaw+Hartridge School in
Edison continued their service-learn-
ing initiative by performing for se-
nior citizens at The Highlands long-
term care facility in Edison recently.

Student performers included
Abigail Ibironke of Piscataway,
Hannah Yin of Scotch Plains, Vinay
Karthik of Edison, Emily Cao of
Edison, Aryan Janardhana of Edison,

Samia Silver of Rahway, Anushka
Dalal of Scotch Plains, Harry Li of
Edison, Caleb Rothrock-Steinfeld of
South Plainfield and Jasteij Sappal of
Edison.

The Middle School students have
also assisted the community with ser-
vice- learning outreach at Watchung
Reservation, Ashbrook Reservation
and The Community Food Bank of
New Jersey.
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Fri. & Sat. - 8pm 

Sun. Feb. 24 - 2pm 
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a partner of the New Jersey State Council on the Arts. 


