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Blue Devils Foil Chiefs in Sectional Mat Semis
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Sales Associate
of the Month

4 BR, 3.5 Bath Split. EIK, LR with fplc, DR, FR, screened in porch, basement, attic, private backyard
with deck, 2 car attached garage. Directions: W Broad or Willow Grove to Lamberts Mill Rd.

4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Tudor style Colonial. EIK, FDR, LR with WBF, Hardwood Floors,
Professionally landscaped extra deep backyard with patio and 2 car detached garage.

Carol
Digraci

Top Sales and
Dollar Volume

3 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial. Eat In Kitchen, Formal Dining Rm, Den/Family Room, attic, basement,
private backyard with deck and detached 2 car garage. Directions: West Dudley to Forest.

SPLIT LEVEL
WESTFIELD $649,000

COLONIAL
WESTFIELD $665,000

COLONIAL
WESTFIELD $675,000
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Loder unloaded on Andre Felton with
nine takedowns (mostly double-leg),
standing reversals and some penalty
points to seize a 24-9 technical fall in
5:45 at 220-lbs.

Sophomore Jon Heard jumped up
to 285-lbs to face Chief Dave Greene,
who got a quick takedown in the first
period. Heard got a reversal but
Greene answered with a kick-over
reversal to take a 4-2 lead. In the
second period, Heard escaped and
quickly added a takedown.

“I’m trying to hit whatever is there
as fast as I can while it is there. I saw
it. I jumped on it,” Heard explained.

Greene escaped to knot the score
then chose bottom position in the
third period. But Heard worked him
over for the entire two minutes, forc-
ing overtime. Heard then grabbed the
7-5 sudden victory with a spin behind
takedown to give Westfield its first
lead, 11-9.

“I could feel this kid break as the
match goes on. He wasn’t ready to go
six minutes, even more as it went into
overtime. Once I saw him taking a
break for water, I knew I was taking
the lead in my mind,” Heard said.

“Heard showed some guts tonight.
We’ve seen some good from Jonny
this year. Coming down the stretch we
see some consistency. If we get that
effort from him every match out, we
are in good shape,” Coach Kurz added.

At 106-lbs, Blue Devil Luke Jacobs
faced a foe he had beaten, 8-3, for the
RPT title. Within the first two periods
Jacobs recorded three takedowns, in-
cluding a slick, long arm drag, and a
reversal, while Desmond Pleasant had
a switch reversal and a pair of es-
capes. Leading 8-5 early in the third
period, Jacobs added a bulldog
takedown and yielded an escape and
a takedown to earn a 10-8 victory.

Blue Devil Quinn Gimblette used
his snaky, score-from-anywhere abil-
ity to make matters unpleasant for
Deon Pleasant at 113-lbs. Gimblette
took advantage of Pleasant’s missed
Merkel attempt to inflict a reversal
and a nearfall. Later he snaked around

for another takedown, a reversal and
an arm bar pullback nearfall.

“He made a mistake and I took
advantage of that and got the back
points. I like to get the nice single
from the right side. I am always driv-
ing forward keeping pressure. When I
find an opportunity to put him to his
back I did,” Gimblette explained.

In the third period, Gimblette at-
tempted a barrel roll but actually re-
versed direction to gather five more
points and a 17-3 major decision.

“I thought I made a mistake going
the opposite way but it worked out in
the end. I kept driving and pressured
forward,” Gimblette said.

Warriors Top Blue Devils for Mat Title, 36-25
The Top-seeded Watchung Hills Warriors defeated the second-seeded

Westfield Blue Devils, 36-25, for the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 5
wrestling title at Watchung Hills High School on February 8.

For the Blue Devils, Quinn Gimblette beat Dylan Kolakowski, 5-2, at 113-
lbs, Luke Hoerle pinned Jake Bash in 1:25 at 120-lbs and Jeremy Silber topped
Jack Murray, 7-2, at 126-lbs. At 132-lbs, CJ Composto won by 14-3 major
decision over Blake Bahna, Luke Scanlan beat Dom Miller, 8-2, at 152-lbs and
Brendan Loder pinned Gerard Aroneo in 3:13 at 195-lbs. Tim Miller lost a
close, 8-7, decision to Vince Mattaliano at 182-lbs.

For the Warriors, Nico Calello won by 9-1 major decision over Luke Jacobs
at 106-lbs, Nick Ciraulo pinned Anthony Ciotta in 1:37 at 138-lbs, Ed Williams
won by 9-0 major decision over Theo Dardia at 145-lbs and Frank Medina won
by 12-3 major decision over Jordan Simpson at 160-lbs. Amary Flores pinned
Devin DeRosa in 1:28 at 170-lbs, John Dusza topped Jon Heard, 5-2, at 220-
lbs and Mike Salerno pinned Abdul Kharbouti in 12 seconds at 285-lbs.
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Pioneers Survive Cougar Attack in 77-74 Win
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Brian Kelly (13 points, 10 rebounds)
each sank one three. Devin Haughey
had five points for the Cougars.

On the Pioneers’ change of tactics,
Petgrave answered, “We didn’t ex-
pect that, so the next time we just had
to get up on them and close out harder.
It was kind of hard but we tried our
best to rotate on defense,” Petgrave
said.

“I think we needed to not play as
scared. We are on the same level as
this team if not better. I think their
record was intimidating to us but it
took a half for us to realize that we
could play with this team,” Ruka an-
swered. “We just told each other just
go out. What do we have to lose?”

The Cougars indeed were a much
different team in the second half and
demonstrated that they were capable

of hitting the threes also, while limit-
ing the Pioneers to just one 3-pointer
in regulation and one more in over-
time.

“I was covering the big man
[Bedder]. He wasn’t much of a shooter,
so I told my teammates to close out as
hard as you can. If they beat you, so
what, I am here to help. It didn’t shut
down the 3-point shots but it defi-
nitely cooled it off,” Ruka (15 points,
including five 3-pointers) said.

The Cougars began with a 13-7 run
in the third quarter to narrow the
margin to 46-41. Then after Cougar
Jack Connolly fired in their fifth 3-
pointer of the quarter to cut the lead to
50-47, Coach Cattano called for a
timeout with :47.9 on the clock

“I try not to call timeout unless we
have to. I like our kids to try and play

through it because they know it’s hap-
pening. What am I going to tell them?
All the sudden we are taking bad
shots or they are on the run but I like
the way our kids responded at the end.
That would have been a real tough
loss for us,” Coach Cattano expressed.

Kelly would roll in a lay-up at the
end of the quarter to make the score
52-47. Ruka and Goff (20 points, 4 3-
pointers) hit a pair of 3-pointers each
in the quarter and Petgrave scored
four of his 11 points.

Assists played a big role in that
third-quarter run and even more so in
the fourth quarter as the Cougars ac-
tually took a 65-60 lead with 2:10
remaining in regulation. Goff and
Petgrave would each dish out four
assists. Joe Carrea (5 points, 3-pointer)

The Cranford High School wres-
tling team recovered well from its
setback to top-seeded Phillipsburg in
the Group 4 Section semifinals and
defeated Paramus, 40-24, in Paramus
on February 8 then squashed River
Dell, 46-10, in Oradell on February 9.

Against Paramus, Cougar Jimmy
Gluck pinned Matt Field in 4:58 at
126-lbs, Conor Halpin pinned Dan
Ibrahim in 1:52 at 145-lbs and Ky’ell
Roper pinned Anthony Ferraioli in
3:40 at 160-lbs. Zach Blevins pinned
Nick Tarabocchia in 3:36 at 95-lbs
and Kevin Shriner pinned Jorge
Bermudez in 4:18 at 285-lbs. AJ
Bencivenga won by 17-4 majority
decision over Chris Carmichael at
152-lbs, Evan Kanterman beat Ryan
Gass, 9-2, at 182-lbs and Dean Smith
beat Ray Dellusa, 5-1, at 132-lbs.

For Paramus, Anthony Egbert beat
Ronan Waters, 9-5, at 106-lbs, Eric
Freeman won by 14-2 major decision
over Will Fernandez at 113-lbs and
Tom Casey beat Pat Kalnins, 9-3, at
120-lbs. At 138-lbs, Aaron Ayzerov
pinned Jack Korzeneski in 1:28. Kyle
Jacob won by 10-1 major decision
over Matt Doran at 220-lbs and Tony
Asatrian won by 15-6 major decision
over Max Nock at 170-lbs.

Against River Dell, Bencivenga
(152) pinned Kyle Link in 27 sec-
onds, Roper (160) pinned Chris
Ostumi in 2:45 and Smith won by 16-
0, 5:05 technical fall over Nick
Goodwin at 138-lbs. Colin Murray
won by 16-7 majority decision over
Charlie Racine at 132-lbs, Waters

(106) won by 13-5 major decision
over Noah Krakower and Justin
Alpaugh-McLean beat Jaden Michel,
5-1, at 182-lbs. Doran (220) won by
forfeit.

Gluck (126) won a close 8-6 deci-
sion over Gabe Case, Blevins (195)
stopped Gunnar Nystedt, 5-2, Halpin

(145) beat Kieran Hughes, 5-2, and
Shriner (285) nipped Declan Rolle,
3-2. For River Dell, Matt DiGennaro
won by 9-0 major decision over
Kalnins at 120-lbs, Taisei Kurachi
edged Fernandez, 2-0, at 113-lbs and
Hiyuma Nagai nipped Kanterman, 3-
2, at 170-lbs.
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Cranford Cougars Stop Paramus, 40-24,
River Dell, 46-10, in Wrestling Clashes

Courtesy of Cranford fan for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING UP THE TAKEDOWN...Cougar Colin Murray, left, won by 16-7
major decision over River Dell’s Chalie Racine in his 132-lb bout on February 9.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DSOUBLE LEG AND DRIVE...Blue Devil Brendan Loder drives Chief Andre Felton to the mat in his 220-lb bout. Loder
recorded a 24-9, 5:45 technal fall and the Blue Devils defeated Piscataway, 38-21, in the North 2, Group 5 semifinals.
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