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Funniest Lawyer in New Jersey

Jon Bramnick to open at

Catch a Rising Star in Princeton

Friday, February 15th 2019

Catch a Rising Star Comedy Club

at the Hyatt Regency Princeton

102 Carnegie Center on US1 North

Princeton, NJ 08540

Buy tickets online: www.catcharisingstar.com

County to Implement
New Voting Machines

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Elections has announced
that the new ExpressVote XL Voting
Machines will be implemented in the
following towns for the 2019 Primary
Election: Berkeley Heights, Eliza-
beth, Fanwood, Garwood,
Kenilworth, Mountainside, Union and
Winfield.

Clark, Cranford, Hillside, Linden,
New Providence, Plainfield, Rahway,
Roselle, Roselle Park, Scotch Plains,
Springfield and Summit will be imple-
mented in the 2019 General Election.
Westfield will continue to use the
new voting machines, following the
successful pilot program in the 2018
General Election.

In October 2018, the county
awarded a contract to Election Sys-
tems and Software, LLC (ES&S) of
Omaha, Neb., to provide a new vot-
ing tabulation system for the county.
The new voting machine, ExpressVote
XL, marries a touch screen ballot
marking device with a voter verified
paper audit trail, allowing the voter to
review their voting choices to ensure
their vote is accurately recorded. The
voter verified audit trail also pro-
vides a paper record of the election
which can be used for recounts and
will be used for audits. The initial
award was for $1.9 million, and the
total award will be $4.8 million, which
includes new voting machines for the
entire county, vote by mail/audit trail
tabulators, software, hardware and
software maintenance and training.

During the 2018 General Election,
the Election Board piloted the
ExpressVote XL in Westfield. The
reception from the voters was posi-
tive, citing the simplicity of the touch
screen, and the satisfaction of seeing
their vote recorded on paper.

“For the first time in 20 years, the
county has taken steps to make a
significant investment in its election
infrastructure. I am certain the voters
of Union County will embrace the
change and appreciate the ease of the
touch screen as well as the benefit of
knowing their vote is properly re-
corded, provided by the voter veri-
fied paper audit trail,” explained
Nicole DiRado, administrator at the
Union County Board of Elections.

The Election Board will be em-
barking on an aggressive outreach
campaign to train voters and poll
workers on the new machine prior to
Election Day. The Election Board
will be conducting weekly demon-
strations starting immediately through
the weekend prior to the General Elec-
tion at the following locations, ex-

cluding holiday closures:
Colleen Fraser Building, 300 North

Avenue East, Westfield, Saturdays, 9
a.m. to 1 p.m., and the Union County
Court House, 2 Broad Street, 1st Floor,
Elizabeth, Tuesdays, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The Union County Election Board
invites community groups to schedule
a demonstration by calling (908) 527-
4123 or  ndirado@ucnj.org.

County Lifeguard
Positions Available

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has
announced that summer lifeguard
positions are available at Union
County’s public swimming pool, the
Walter Ulrich Memorial Pool at
Rahway River Park in Rahway.

“Those who learn how to lifeguard
not only obtain emergency manage-
ment abilities, but also build confi-
dence and sharpen their leadership skills
during the summer months,” said Free-
holder Chairman Bette Jane Kowalski.
“This is invaluable work experience for
any job or career moving forward.”

Union County residents age 16 and
up who are interested in applying can
contact the Union County Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation for
details about hours, salary, certifica-
tion and other eligibility requirements
by calling (908) 527-4900.

 Training is available for applicants
without certification. Anyone inter-
ested in a lifeguard position can call
the parks fepartment and find out more.

Public Input Process Begins
For Westfield Master Plan

WESTFIELD – The initial oppor-
tunities for public to put into the
Westfield’s Master Plan reexamina-
tion and the Parks and Recreation
Strategic Plan have been announced
by the town.

By visiting https://publicinput.com/
WestfieldMP, a third-party website
overseen by the town’s Master Plan
Reexamination contractor, H2M, resi-
dents have the opportunity to weigh
in on a variety of areas derived from
the existing Master Plan – vision,
commercial/mixed-use development,
land use, transportation, downtown
economic development, community
facilities, and historic preservation.
The site also provides an FAQ and
timeline of the Reexamination pro-
cess, as well as links to the existing
Master Plan and its most recent Reex-
amination.

The survey can be taken anonymously
or by using a sign-in process. It also
allows participants to see other com-
piled responses and choose whether to
make their own comments public or
private. There is a limit of one complete
survey per IP address. The survey will
be open through September 3, after
which time its results will be presented
in two town-wide meetings with H2M
to be held in the fall.

“We’re thrilled to be at the point in
this process where we collect feed-
back and suggestions from our resi-
dents,” Mayor Shelley Brindle said.
“As I’ve said before, our Master Plan
Reexamination is integral in mapping
an exciting next chapter in Westfield’s
future, and its final findings should be
a reflection of the community at large.
I encourage everyone to take the time
to make their voices heard in as many
forums as possible.”

A Reexamination report is a reas-
sessment of a municipality’s current
Master Plan that is required by state
law every 10 years. Westfield’s cur-
rent Master Plan was adopted in 2002,
and was last amended in 2009.

In addition to what is legally re-
quired in this process, this Reexami-
nation report will also include a down-
town area parking assessment. In ad-
dition, the town will host a number of
community engagement events where
residents, business owners and other

stakeholders have the opportunity to
participate in the planning process.

These Community Workshops for
the public will be held on the follow-
ing dates: Thursday, March 21, 7 to 9
p.m., Edison Intermediate School
cafeteria; Wednesday, April 3, 7 to 9
p.m., Town Hall Community Room;
Wednesday, April 24, 7 to 9 p.m.,
Edison School cafeteria; Monday,
April 29, 7 to 9 p.m., Town Hall
Community Room, and Sunday, May
5, at the town’s Spring Fling street
fair.

For more information on the Mas-
ter Plan Reexamination, please visit
w w w . w e s t f i e l d n j . g o v /
futurewestfield.

As a parallel effort to the Master
Plan Reexamination, an online sur-
vey is also currently available for the
town’s Parks and Recreation Strate-
gic Plan at https://publicinput.com/
WestfieldParks. This survey operates
much like the Master Plan Reexami-
nation survey, but focuses strictly on
the town’s parks, recreation programs
and facilities, open spaces, trails, and
fields. A more detailed, mail-in sur-
vey will also be sent to a number of
households selected at random by the
town’s contractor, Brandstetter
Carroll, and two of the community
workshops for the Master Plan Reex-
amination will also include a Parks
and Recreation component for feed-
back.

“This is the first time the town has
ever embarked on a comprehensive,
strategic view of our parks system
and recreational offerings, which is a
vitally important effort as we try to
preserve open spaces and maximize
recreation opportunities for all resi-
dents,” added Mayor Brindle. “This
is the time for folks to give their
detailed input and opinions through a
thoroughly inclusive process that
reaches all stakeholders. Our goal is
to produce a plan that is diverse in its
appeal – including athletic fields,
trails, additional recreational oppor-
tunities and open spaces – through a
thoughtful integration of all commu-
nity needs.”

For more information on the Parks
and Recreation Strategic Plan, please
visit www.westfieldnj.gov/parksplan.

BENEFIT FOR CHILDREN’S SERVICES...The Summit Police and Fire De-
partments are participating in the seventh annual Red Carpet Party at Canoe
Brook Country Club on 1108 Morris Turnpike in Short Hills, N.J. at 7 p.m. on
Thursday, February 28. The evening will benefit Family and Children’s Services
of Union County.

RVL Mayors Alliance Joins
Build Gateway Now Coalition

REGION — The leaders of the
Build Gateway Now Coalition have
announced the addition of the Raritan
Valley Line (RVL) Mayors Alliance
to the Coalition. Formed in 2018, the
Alliance is a bipartisan group of 30
mayors representing more than
23,500 daily commuters along the
RVL, spanning four counties in New
Jersey.

“Having the support of these 30
mayors is an incredible to boost to the
Coalition, because they know what
the impacts will be if we fail to get
this done,” said Build Gateway Now
Campaign Manager Brian Fritsch.

“The RVL Mayors Alliance has
been very vocal in its support of Gate-
way, including both the Hudson Tun-
nel and Portal North Bridge projects,”
said Alliance Co-Chair Mayor Col-
leen Mahr of Fanwood. “There is no
question about the urgency to fund
and build these projects. The
economy, safety and quality of life
for millions of people are at risk.
Service on the RVL is already diffi-
cult, but the delays and cancellations
caused by these antiquated tunnels
and bridges make it worse.”

“There is tremendous transit-ori-
ented development in towns on the
RVL in anticipation of a one-seat ride
and efficient train service,” said Alli-
ance Co-Chair Mayor Robert Fazen
of Bound Brook. “Without the im-
provements included in the Gateway
program, the momentum we currently
have would be destroyed.”

“Commuters cannot wait any longer
for efficient and safe train service,”
said Alliance Co-chair Mayor Shelley
Brindle of Westfield. “The need for
building a new trans-Hudson tunnel
and Portal North Bridge are no longer
open for debate. It is unreasonable to
expect people to accept the current
level of train service, especially RVL
riders who don’t even have direct
train service into New York Penn
(Station).”

The RVL Mayors Alliance is the
38th organization to join the Build
Gateway Now Coalition, which was
founded in 2018. The coalition is
currently running a public petition to
encourage relevant stakeholders to

support the project.
The following mayors currently

represent the Mayors Alliance: Rob-
ert Fazen, Bound Brook; Anna Co-
lumbus, Branchburg; Daniel Hayes,
Bridgewater; John Higgins, Clinton
Township; Janice Kovach, Clinton;
Patrick Giblin, Cranford; Robert
Seader, Dunellen; Colleen Mahr,
Fanwood; Sara Todisco, Garwood;
Patrick Boccio, Green Brook Town-
ship; Michele Lee, High Bridge;
Gloria McCauley, Hillsborough; An-
thony DeLuca, Kenilworth; James
Pittinger, Lebanon Borough; Mike
Schmidt, Lebanon Township; Rich-
ard Oderko, Manville; Ron DiMura,
Middlesex Borough; Brian Wahler,
Piscataway; Adrian Mapp, Plainfield;
Charles McMullin, Raritan Borough;
Jeff Kuhl, Raritan Township; Betty
Ann Fort, Readington; Joseph
Signorello, Roselle Park; Al Smith,
Scotch Plains; Dennis Sullivan,
Somerville; Caryl Shoffner, South
Bound Brook; Michele Delisfort,
Union; Gary DiNardo, Warren; Keith
Balla, Watchung, and Shelley Brindle,
Westfield.

Coffee With Mayor
FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen

Mahr will be available to discuss wide-
ranging resident issues as well as any
specific concerns at her “Coffee With
Mayor Mahr” on Saturday, February
23 from 11:30 a.m. from 1 p.m. at the
Fanwood Grille, 34 South Martine
Avenue.

Bramnick: Murphy
Push to Sell State
Assets A Bad Idea

TRENTON– Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) blasted Gov. Phil Murphy’s
plan to use state assets to reduce New
Jersey’s unfunded pension liability.

“This is a wrong move,” said Mr.
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield).  “Be-
fore we begin selling state assets we
should focus on cutting costs and
reducing overall spending. In the end,
only by instituting pension and health
benefits reforms are we going to solve
this problem.”

The Treasury Department last
week sought a financial adviser to
help develop and implement a strat-
egy to “maximize value from vari-
ous state assets.” The revenue would
be used to support the pension sys-
tem and pay down the state’s pen-
sion bonds.

Cranford Home Sustains
Uninhabitable After Fire

CRANFORD – Firefighters and po-
lice responded to a residential house fire
on Stratford Terrace on February 6 after
several 9-1-1 callers reported the fire
beginning at 5:37 a.m. Fire units were on
scene by 5:42 an. and encountered
heavy fire conditions from a single-
family home, according to a police
department press release.

The three residents who were liv-
ing in the home were able to safely
escape, with one resident treated at
the scene with minor smoke inhala-
tion, police said. The fire was brought
under control at 6:34 a.m. Fire units
from Linden, Westfield, and Roselle
responded on the second-alarm as-
signment and assisted with fire con-
trol. Union County Fire Mutual Aid
coordinators also responded, as did
fire units from Garwood and Elizabeth

who assisted in covering other calls
within the township during the inci-
dent, according to the press release.

“The home sustained significant
damage and is currently uninhabit-
able, though the fire was contained to
the areas near the point of origin. At
this time, a preliminary investigation
has determined the cause to be unin-
tentional,” according to the press re-
lease.

The fire department reminds all
residents that the most effective way
to protect themselves and their fami-
lies from fire is to have working
smoke and carbon-monoxide alarms
throughout their homes, have an es-
cape plan with two ways out, and
regular fire drills with their family.
Smoke and carbon monoxide alarms
should be tested monthly.


