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WESTFIELD
REVALUATION

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING
It’s the first time in more than three decades that Westfield residents 
will deal with the uncertainty of tax assessments. And there’s a pressing 
question on the minds of many Westfield homeowners... Will I be 
overpaying my taxes when the Westfield Revaluation Process is done?

You can find valuable information and videos about the 
revaluation and appeal processes at WestfieldRevaluation.com.

Frazee House Outreach
Presentation on Feb. 28

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Fan-
wood-Scotch Plains Rotary Frazee
House Committee will present an up-
date regarding the Frazee House resto-
ration on Thursday, February 28 from 6
p.m. to 9 p.m. The presentation will be
held at the Scotch Hills Country Club,
820 Jerusalem Road, Scotch Plains.
Members of the community are invited
to attend to learn about the exterior
renovation progress and future plans
for the interior renovation.

A major fundraising effort was un-
dertaken last year to restore the exterior
of the Frazee House. Over the course of
the last seven months there has been a
great deal of activity at the location:
foundation reconstruction is 100 per-
cent complete, all materials for siding
and framing repair have been purchased,
framing in Aunt Betty’s kitchen in is
progress, roofing replacement in
progress, all siding that was not authen-

tic to the period has been removed and
replaced with in-kind period materials.

Andy Calamaras, president of the
Frazee House Committee, reports that
the exterior renovation is on track for
completion by May 1. The entire com-
mittee extends their gratitude to all
supporters who contributed toward the
preservation of Aunt Betty’s house.

The house, once on the “most endan-
gered places” list in New Jersey, is a
rare example of pre-revolutionary con-
struction, and the Rotary Club pledged
to save this house over 10 years ago.
Betty Frazee, one of the first feminists
of our nation and the township. stood
up to British General Cornwallis at this
location as the nation fought for free-
dom.

Anyone who would like to contrib-
ute toward saving the historic site is
asked to go to crowdrise.com/
savethefrazeehouse.

RESTORING HISTORY....The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Frazee House
Committee will present an update regarding the Frazee House restoration on
Thursday, February 28, from 6 to 9 p.m. The community is invited to attend.

Twp. Seeks New Engineering
Team, Zoning Officer
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You must see this home to truly appreciate all it has to o er! 
 

Old World Charm with the Ameni es of Today 

6 BR | 3 BA 

Unique 2nd Floor Layout with two separate areas suitable for       

in laws or Au Pair  

Spacious Living Room with Access to Desk 

Large Eat in Kitchen  

2 Car A ached Garage  

illegally. Commission Vice-Chair-
man Alfonse Akins said it’s possible
not all police officers are aware of
the ordinance pertaining to field us-
age.

The league also wants to expand
its annual 24-hour soccer marathon
that has been held the past two years
at the south side field and hopes to
bring in a food truck and live music
during the weekend event and also
solicit sponsorships. Mrs. Gialanella
said a concern is how a food truck,
increased spectators and vehicle
parking at the south side field would
mesh safely with fire department
activities, noting that it has been
“problematic at times” for fire trucks
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Recreation Commission

returning from a call while a soccer
game is in progress and the parking
lot is full. Mr. Akins said that live
music would be “a huge issue” for
residents living near the south side
facility.

In other business, the commission
reiterated its support for a garden to
honor Rose Checchio, the council-
woman and commission liaison who
died last October.

“We are 1,000 percent behind
it,” Mr. Walsh said. Mrs. Gialanella
will consult with members of the
township garden club about the
details of the garden, which will
likely be placed at Frazee House
Park.

LEADER AT TAJ MAHAL...David and Renee Golush of Westfield took a copy
of The Westfield Leader with them during a visit to the Taj Mahal.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Cranford’s zoning
officer and the township engineer have
both resigned. William Maisol has
resigned from his position as town-
ship engineer, effective Friday, March
1. He has served in the position since
July 10, 2017. He also served as the
engineer for the planning board. He is
leaving to return to the company with
which he was previously employed,
the planning board said. Ron Johnson
began as zoning officer on April 3,
2017, and has resigned immediately.

According to the township website,
the township also is seeking a full-
time engineering aide and a part-time
receptionist/administrative assistant
to the clerk’s office.

Mr. Maisol is expected to attend
the Wednesday, February 20 plan-
ning board meeting, where the Hartz
Mountain application to rezone 750
Walnut Avenue will continue. That
night, the board’s professionals in
real estate, traffic and engineering are
to present data to the board. At the
Wednesday, March 6 planning board
meeting, the board’s professionals in
environmental aspects of the plan will
present; then on Wednesday, March
20, the board of education will present
data.

The planning board, last Wednes-
day, approved an amended prelimi-
nary and final site plan presented by
National Christmas Tree Products Inc.,
located at 70 Jackson Drive. The ap-
plication had been previously heard,
and the applicant had made some fur-
ther changes to its plan, mostly addi-
tional plantings and fencing to add a
buffer to neighboring properties, and
add fencing around garbage areas, one
of which is enlarged to add more gar-
bage containers.

Residents who live adjacent to the
commercial property had complained
that Renewal by Anderson, a window-
replacement company and a tenant
that leases space from National Tree,
is noisy when throwing away old win-
dows into the garbage containers that
sit near the property line. The garbage
area Renewal uses is to contain five to
six garbage containers.

The board had argued that a town-
ship ordinance says that the throw-
ing away of demolition materials
can only be done between the hours
of 7 a.m. and 6 p.m. weekdays, and
starts later on weekends. In the end,
the applicant and board agreed to an
early start time on Saturday, but on
Sunday the deposit of windows can-
not occur until 9 a.m., as the ordi-
nance allows.

During public comments, resident
Rita LaBrutto asked the board when
it had worked on the affordable-hous-
ing plan, as in the past this discus-
sion was held in public, she said.
Board Attorney Jonathan Drill said
the board is not obligated by law to
work on it in public, and said more
and more municipalities are work-
ing on third-round affordable-hous-
ing plans in private session because
otherwise it would “expose the plan”
and give developers an “advantage.”
The affordable-housing plan is be-
ing negotiated between the township
and the Fair Share Housing Center.
The township has immunity from
builder’s remedy lawsuits until the
end of March.

Resident Teresa Pires-Ramos made

comments about density and in-
creased population in the township.

“We are handling application by
application and sometimes forgetting
the true picture of Cranford,” Ms.
Pires-Ramos told the board.

“I have been witnessing a lot of
changes to Cranford in the 14 years I
have lived here. If we don’t have a
body that is overseeing all the changes
that have happened, that are going to
happen...but not looking at the bigger
picture, is worrisome to residents in
our town. I don’t know where we go
from here,” she said. “I know you
don’t want to speak about affordable
housing at this point, but the new
developments fall in line with the
affordable housing...at the end of the
day, we need to keep the residents in
mind.”

“How are we changing the roads to
accommodate all of the extra cars
(due to) the new developments com-
ing into town?” Ms. Pires-Ramos
asked.

She said traffic has “drastically in-
creased” on Centennial Avenue and
suggested adding a traffic light at
Centennial and Hillside Avenues
where Hillside Avenue School is lo-
cated. The main thoroughfares also
have seen increased traffic,

velopers for its downtown redevel-
opment plan. The redevelopment plan
centers on the township-owned prop-
erties where the municipal building,
the firehouse and the library are lo-
cated, as well as the parking lots
adjacent to the municipal building
and library, behind the stores that
front Park Avenue and the parking
lot behind the row of businesses on
East Second Street adjacent to the
CVS drug store.

Redevelopment of these proper-
ties is expected to result in about
48,000 square feet of new retail
and office space, more than 1,400
new parking spots and 177 new
housing units, 35 of which will be
set aside as affordable-housing
units.

A 70-unit, four-story, 126,340-
square-foot apartment building at
333 Central Avenue in Westfield
opened in the fall of 2018. Also
coming is 30 apartments at South
Avenue, Westfield Avenue and First
Street, located at the Westfield traf-
fic circle. “Circle Plaza of Westfield”
was approved by the planning board
in August.

The popular Jolly Trolley, which
had been renamed as the Office Beer
Bar & Grill, was torn down to make
room for mixed-use development of
retail on the ground floor and 20 one-
and two-bedroom apartments on the
upper two floors.

“The Parker,” a three-story, 31-
unit apartment complex, is under con-
struction at the corner of West Broad
Street and Rahway Avenue. The build-
ing replaces the Westfield Auto Wash
and the two other buildings facing
Rahway Avenue. “The Parker” in-
cludes 18 one-bedroom units, 12 two-
bedroom units and one three-bed-
room unit. Five of the rentals will be
designated as affordable-housing
units.
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Westfield Council
tions of the town’s housing and zoning
ordinances to up to $2,000. Mayor
Brindle said that the fines have been
“too low” and hoped the higher penal-
ties would deter developers from skirt-
ing town regulations.

Another ordinance will permit the
playing of music and videos on com-
mercial rooftops. Mr. Sammet explained
at the council’s conference meeting that
the ordinance change will allow pa-
trons of rooftop restaurants to enjoy
music while they dine. A third ordi-
nance will allow restaurants and retail
establishments to sell alcoholic bever-
ages on Sundays starting at 9 a.m. in-
stead of noon. Town Attorney Thomas
Jardim said another part of the pro-
posed ordinance will scale back the
ending time for off-premise retail sales
of alcoholic beverages in the early hours
of New Year’s Day from 3 a.m. to 1 a.m.

The council also passed a resolution

setting out sewer user fees for 2019,
with the rate for a single-family home
set at $165, for commercial and indus-
trial properties, $415, and for multi-
family units, $100.

At the start of the meeting, Frank
Padovano was sworn in as a captain in
the Westfield Police Department
(WPD) and Jeffrey Perrella was ap-
pointed to the recreation commission.

The council passed a resolution
establishing a police chaplaincy pro-
gram for the police department and
appointed Deacon Keith Gibbons and
Rabbi Douglas Sagal to serve as the
first chaplains.

“Tonight I have the privilege of swear-
ing in our newest police captain, Frank
Padovano, who has been a highly-deco-
rated member of the WPD since 1988.
Additionally, the council will be voting
on a resolution to establish a Police
Chaplaincy Program for the Westfield
PD, and I am honored to be able to
swear in our first chaplains, Deacon
Keith Gibbons and Rabbi Doug Sagal,
this evening,” Mayor Brindle said.

Earlier, at the council’s conference
meeting, Councilman Doug Stokes
raised the issue of out-of-town cars
parking on local streets. “These are
people who don’t live in town parking
on our side streets” to catch trains or
buses into New York City, he said, and
asked that the public safety committee
look into possible solutions.

Mr. Gildea said that oftentimes re-
stricting parking on one street simply
pushes on-street parking elsewhere.
Councilman David Contract raised the
issue of how to enforce parking limits
and said another parking-enforcement
officer might be needed.

On the issue of parking, Mayor
Brindle said she recently met with Union
County Assistant Administrator Amy
Wagner, “and asked for county assis-
tance in negotiating with parking and
alternative transit companies in order
to leverage the county’s economies of
scale to achieve lower rates and better
service.

“For example, our discussions with
companies like Lime Bike and Lyft,
and with those that offer mobile park-
ing solutions, could benefit from the
scale that the county provides while
residents would benefit from being able
to use the same parking app, for ex-
ample, in all adjacent communities. To
that end, we arranged for Lyft to spon-
sor a lunch for all of the municipalities
in Union County to discuss a larger
partnership. I remain committed to
working on any and all solutions to our
parking shortage, which includes ex-
ploring alternative transit options,” the
mayor said.

The mayor also commented on
Lerner David’s decision to relocate
its law firm to Cranford after more
than 50 years in Westfield. “I met
with their managing partner last sum-
mer, who expressed how much they
wanted to stay in Westfield, but could
not find more modern office space
that could accommodate their needs,
which includes sufficient employee
parking. I read that some folks took
my words to mean this was solely a
parking issue, which is not so.

“The reality is that Lerner David had
been looking for new space for quite
some time, and I find it disappointing
that we are in the unfortunate position
of forcing one of our largest tenants to
walk out the door. I’m sure their office
space in Westfield will be leased in due
time, but it shouldn’t be an either/or
choice. We should be in a position to
accommodate employers that want to
be in Westfield, and bring employees
who spend their dollars locally. Fortu-
itously, we are beginning our Master
Plan process and have the opportunity
to establish a vision where retail, com-
mercial and parking needs are aligned
with an economic vision,” the mayor
said.


