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WESTFIELD
REVALUATION

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING
It’s the first time in more than three decades that Westfield residents 
will deal with the uncertainty of tax assessments. And there’s a pressing 
question on the minds of many Westfield homeowners... Will I be 
overpaying my taxes when the Westfield Revaluation Process is done?

You can find valuable information and videos about the 
revaluation and appeal processes at WestfieldRevaluation.com.

Cranford Begins Review
Of 2019 Municipal Budget
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – On Saturday morning
at town hall, Mayor Patrick Giblin and
the township committee reviewed 12 sepa-
rate department budgets, all of which will
comprise the 2019 municipal budget.
Department heads discussed their depart-
ment 2018 budgets while proposing 2019
requests. Town Administrator Jamie
Cryan stated that municipal leadership is
“working very hard and doing everything
we possibly can” to not have any tax
increases.

Cranford Chief Financial Officer
Lavona Patterson said for the last several
years the average municipal increase in
Cranford has been $35. Ms. Patterson
said the increase does not include the
board of education or county tax levies,
which factor significantly more (by per-
centage of each tax dollar) into the tax
total residents pay in a given year.

Mr. Cryan said each department pre-
sented last year’s requests and amount
spent. He said this year the township
committee budget review subcommittee
wanted to “be as tight as possible” with
2019 allocations.

Mr. Cryan stated that a “finalized over-
all budget number” or “budget totals for
each department” has not been finalized
nor “tabulated.”

“Total transparency and no fluff to
how money is being spent is what our
goal is when drafting and approving a
final budget,” Mr. Cryan explained.

When “drafting a budget” the goal is
“to get the most resources per tax dollar,”
explained Mr. Cryan. He said reviewing
each department line item by line item
creates a “piecemeal” process where the
“mayor and the township committee” can
review how each tax dollar is benefiting
the department.

Several cost-saving measures have
been discussed regarding discretionary
decisions, stated Mr. Cryan. However,
the budget committee has to account for
non-discretionary (pre-determined ex-
penses) such as pre-negotiated municipal
employee union salary wages.

The engineering department revenue
is $21,000 when only $2,000 in revenue
was forecasted at last year’s budget meet-

ing, stated Mr. Cryan.
Police Chief Ryan Greco said parking

enforcement is a municipal revenue
source. Mr. Cryan said the budget com-
mittee will decide whether a part-time
parking officer is needed. The current
parking officer does “give out a lot of
tickets,” Chief Greco said.

Township Commissioner Thomas
Hannen, Jr. said parking enforcement
protects the downtown experience and is
necessary “to a degree.” Commissioner
Hannen said the budget committee does
not want to “hamper or deter visitors
from the downtown” because tickets are
“aggressively given.”

Time frames where leniency should be
appropriate should be recognized by the
parking officer, stated Mayor Giblin.

Ms. Patterson said “cost-saving ideas”
could include reducing the sewer bill
payments to “once a year” versus “two
separate payments” which, she said, would
save the municipality $2,000 in mailing
costs.

Under Ms. Patterson’s proposed mea-
sure, businesses would still pay in two
separate installments as “their bills are
much larger than residents sewer bills,”
stated Ms. Patterson. She said the aver-
age Cranford sewer bill is $200 per home.

Mr. Cryan said a “pre-payment pro-
cess or installments” could still be al-
lowed if the municipality chooses to move
forward with the sewer bill reduced mail-
ings.

Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley said public
input pertaining to the sewer bill process
is something worth considering.

Mayor Giblin said reducing municipal
spending on “outside attorneys” (attor-
neys hired to consult during lawsuits) can
reduce discretionary spending in “the long
run.”

The mayor said installing a “confer-
ence call system” in the township com-
mittee room could decrease individual
committee members’ contact with a given
law firm. He said law firms often will
charge per email or by their time on the
phone.

“They often will not tell you, ‘I’m
charging you for this email,’” said Mayor
Giblin, referring to law firm communica-
tions policies.

Over the years, committee members
would inquire on subject matter pertain-
ing to a lawsuit before executive ses-
sions, increasing information costs, stated
Mayor Giblin.

“All this stuff adds up,” Mayor Giblin
said.

Installing a “conference speaker”
would allow for all inquiries to be made
during a given period, thus limiting fur-
ther correspondence between law firms
to be concentrated with the municipal
attorney, Ryan Cooper, stated Mayor
Giblin.

Television 35 Director Ed Davenport
said continued costs for the station in-
clude music licensing arrangements. Mr.
Davenport said TV 35 plans to sell the
“television truck” using technology ad-
vances (camera equipment) to reduce
long-term expenditures.

Fire personnel salary costs will in-
crease from over $2.9 million to over
$3.1 million, stated Fire Chief Dan Czeh.

Five firefighters “will be hitting top
pay rate,” advancing from Step 5 to Step
6, with 12 other firefighters “moving
other steps,” Chief Czeh said.
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velopers for its downtown redevel-
opment plan. The redevelopment plan
centers on the township-owned prop-
erties where the municipal building,
the firehouse and the library are lo-
cated, as well as the parking lots
adjacent to the municipal building
and library, behind the stores that
front Park Avenue and the parking
lot behind the row of businesses on
East Second Street adjacent to the
CVS drug store.

Redevelopment of these proper-
ties is expected to result in about
48,000 square feet of new retail and
office space, more than 1,400 new
parking spots and 177 new housing
units, 35 of which will be set aside as
affordable-housing units.

A 70-unit, four-story, 126,340-
square-foot apartment building at 333
Central Avenue in Westfield opened in
the fall of 2018. Also coming is 30
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Housing Developments
apartments at South Avenue, Westfield
Avenue and First Street, located at the
Westfield traffic circle. “Circle Plaza
of Westfield” was approved by the
planning board in August.

The popular Jolly Trolley, which
had been renamed as the Office Beer
Bar & Grill, was torn down to make
room for mixed-use development of
retail on the ground floor and 20 one-
and two-bedroom apartments on the
upper two floors.

“The Parker,” a three-story, 31-unit
apartment complex, is under construc-
tion at the corner of West Broad Street
and Rahway Avenue. The building re-
places the Westfield Auto Wash and
the two other buildings facing Rahway
Avenue. “The Parker” includes 18 one-
bedroom units, 12 two-bedroom units
and one three-bedroom unit. Five of
the rentals will be designated as af-
fordable-housing units.

LEADER AT TAJ MAHAL...David and Renee Golush of Westfield took a copy
of The Westfield Leader with them during a visit to the Taj Mahal.
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Cranford Committee
development “has been one-sided
and flawed.”

“Only one commissioner has
taken enough interest in the area to
come see this tract of land from the
voting taxpayer’s perspective,” Ms.
Mayer said.

Ms. Mayer said development
“would push buildings to the back
of the 100-foot lot (the proposed
tract).” On the property line behind
the lot is Hory Street, thus placing
any developed structures “right on
top of existing homes,” Ms. Mayer
stated.

In other business, Mayor Giblin
and the township committee will
meet with the board of education to
discuss “a possible revenue share”
between the municipality and the
school district of the Payment in
Lieu of Taxes (PILOT), which the
township is to receive from the de-
veloper of a property on Birchwood
Avenue.

Mayor Giblin said “the precedent”
that has been set both state-wide and
in the surrounding communities has
been “to give no money to the school
district” when it comes to PILOT
agreements. Mayor Giblin said “the
precedent” is something with which
the township committee does not want
to mimic as the impacts on school
districts from court-imposed housing
density is “understood.”

The revenue share would be de-
rived from the revenue generated
from the PILOT agreement that
Cranford has negotiated with the
developer, said Mr. Cooper.

In short, the PILOT agreement
states that for a specific time dura-
tion, the municipality is entitled to a
percentage of total revenue gener-
ated from the developments, Mr.
Cooper said.

A negotiated percentage of the
PILOT agreement revenue ear-
marked for the municipality could
be reallocated for assisting the

school district, stated Commissioner
Thomas Hannen, Jr.

Cranford Board of Education
Vice-President Lisa Carbone said
the board of education is projecting
99 students to enter the school dis-
trict because of the proposed
Birchwood Avenue development.

Ms. Carbone said the 99-student
number was projected by a profes-
sional demographer’s report. The
projected cost to the district would
exceed $1.3 million if the projected
number of students enters the dis-
trict, stated Ms. Carbone.

The PILOT agreement would not
go into effect or produce revenue
for the municipality until the project
is “substantially completed,” Mr.
Cooper said. He said “substantially
completed” is a legal term, which is
broad in definition.

The concern amongst board of
education members would be if stu-
dents were added to the district be-
fore the township began to receive
payments from the developer, thus
increasing costs to the school dis-
trict before any revenue can be
implemented to offset costs, stated
Ms. Carbone.

“We are aware whatever you (the
municipality) can do for us will not
be enough,” said Ms. Carbone, dis-
cussing the impending costs new
developments would place on the
district.

Ms. Carbone said the board of
education appreciates “the work-
ing” relationship and effort the
township committee has put forth.

Mayor Giblin said the township
committee will meet with the board
of education to discuss construc-
tion timelines and expected student
populations. Mayor Giblin said the
township understands the impor-
tance of being able to define when
the “substantial completion” date
will be attained, as well as under-
standing necessary revenue needs.

said every homeowner should have
received a letter regarding the town
property revaluation. The company
performing the service is finalizing
its evaluations and will send post-
cards to all property owners next
month with their new assessments.
He said appeals can then be filed up
to Wednesday, May 1, in advance of
the new property-tax bills being is-
sued in early summer.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion setting out sewer user fees for
2019, with the rate for a single-family
home set at $165, for commercial and
industrial properties, $415, and for
multi-family units, $100.

At the start of the meeting, Frank
Padovano was sworn in as a captain in
the Westfield Police Department
(WPD) and Jeffrey Perrella was ap-
pointed to the recreation commission.

The council passed a resolution
establishing a police chaplaincy pro-
gram for the police department and
appointed Deacon Keith Gibbons and
Rabbi Douglas Sagal to serve as the
first chaplains.

“Tonight I have the privilege of
swearing in our newest police cap-
tain, Frank Padovano, who has been a
highly-decorated member of the WPD
since 1988. Additionally, the council
will be voting on a resolution to es-
tablish a Police Chaplaincy Program
for the Westfield PD, and I am hon-
ored to be able to swear in our first
chaplains, Deacon Keith Gibbons and
Rabbi Doug Sagal, this evening,”
Mayor Brindle said.

Earlier, at the council’s conference
meeting, Councilman Doug Stokes
raised the issue of out-of-town cars
parking on local streets. “These are
people who don’t live in town park-
ing on our side streets” to catch trains
or buses into New York City, he said,
and asked that the public safety com-
mittee look into possible solutions.

Mr. Gildea said that oftentimes re-
stricting parking on one street simply
pushes on-street parking elsewhere.
Councilman David Contract raised
the issue of how to enforce parking
limits and said another parking-en-
forcement officer might be needed.

On the issue of parking, Mayor
Brindle said she recently met with
Union County Assistant Administra-
tor Amy Wagner, “and asked for
county assistance in negotiating with
parking and alternative transit com-
panies in order to leverage the county’s
economies of scale to achieve lower
rates and better service.

“For example, our discussions with
companies like Lime Bike and Lyft,
and with those that offer mobile park-
ing solutions, could benefit from the
scale that the county provides while
residents would benefit from being
able to use the same parking app, for
example, in all adjacent communi-
ties. To that end, we arranged for Lyft
to sponsor a lunch for all of the mu-
nicipalities in Union County to dis-
cuss a larger partnership. I remain
committed to working on any and all
solutions to our parking shortage,
which includes exploring alternative
transit options,” the mayor said.

The mayor also commented on
Lerner David’s decision to relocate
its law firm to Cranford after more
than 50 years in Westfield. “I met
with their managing partner last sum-
mer, who expressed how much they
wanted to stay in Westfield, but could
not find more modern office space
that could accommodate their needs,
which includes sufficient employee
parking. I read that some folks took
my words to mean this was solely a
parking issue, which is not so.

“The reality is that Lerner David
had been looking for new space for
quite some time, and I find it disap-
pointing that we are in the unfortunate
position of forcing one of our largest
tenants to walk out the door. I’m sure
their office space in Westfield will be
leased in due time, but it shouldn’t be
an either/or choice. We should be in a
position to accommodate employers
that want to be in Westfield, and bring
employees who spend their dollars
locally. Fortuitously, we are beginning
our Master Plan process and have the
opportunity to establish a vision where
retail, commercial and parking needs
are aligned with an economic vision,”
the mayor said.

being negotiated between the township
and the Fair Share Housing Center. The
township has immunity from builder’s
remedy lawsuits until the end of March.

Resident Teresa Pires-Ramos made
comments about density and increased
population in the township.

“We are handling application by ap-
plication and sometimes forgetting the
true picture of Cranford,” Ms. Pires-
Ramos told the board.

“I have been witnessing a lot of
changes to Cranford in the 14 years I
have lived here. If we don’t have a body
that is overseeing all the changes that
have happened, that are going to
happen...but not looking at the bigger
picture, is worrisome to residents in our
town. I don’t know where we go from
here,” she said. “I know you don’t want
to speak about affordable housing at
this point, but the new developments
fall in line with the affordable
housing...at the end of the day, we need
to keep the residents in mind.”

“How are we changing the roads to
accommodate all of the extra cars (due
to) the new developments coming into
town?” Ms. Pires-Ramos asked.

She said traffic has “drastically in-
creased” on Centennial Avenue and
suggested adding a traffic light at Cen-
tennial and Hillside Avenues where
Hillside Avenue School is located. The
main thoroughfares also have seen in-
creased traffic, she said, citing Spring-
field, Walnut and North and South Av-
enues.

“In our planning, are we taking into
consideration...density?” she asked.

“I see the changes…I worry about
my kids walking home and having to
deal with cars on the roads and people
not respecting traffic lights and cross-
walks.

“I think we need to do more,” Ms.
Pires-Ramos concluded.
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Westfield Council
OK’s Rezoning Properties


