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Courtesy of Carol Goggi/Mountainside Restoration Committee
ALL DECKED OUT...Mountainside’s Levi Cory House Village Shop, located adjacent to the Mountainside Public Library,
is all decorated for Christmas. The shop will be open again Friday through Sunday, December 13, 14 and 15, and Friday and
Saturday, December 20 and 21, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. All proceeds benefit historic restoration in Mountainside.

A WESTFIELD TRADITION...The Westfield Area Y Men’s Club Annual
Christmas Tree Sale, a community tradition since 1947, is underway at the Elm
Street Athletic Field across from Stop & Shop. All proceeds benefit local charities
and organizations. See article on Page 7.

OPEN HOUSE...Westfield Historical Society members and their guests enjoy
refreshments and conversation during the Society's Member Open House at the
Reeve History and Cultural Resource Center last Saturday.

Freeholders, Dept. Heads
To Get Raises In 2020

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders
introduced an ordinance last week to
give themselves and department
directors raises effective January 1,
2020.

The freeholder chair’s salary will
go from $35,034 to $35,734; the vice-
chairman from $33,922 to $34,600,
and the six remaining freeholders from
$32,810 to $33,466.

County Manager Ed Oatman’s
salary will increase from $173,648 to
$182,330. He has been manager since
March 1, 2018 when he replaced Al
Faella, who retired. Mr. Oatman was
paid $169,000 when he was hired.

Other salaries are as follows:
County Counsel, from $173,648 to
$179,996; Director of Economic
Development/Deputy County
Manager, from $157,396 to $160,543;
Director of Finance/County Treasurer
and CCFO, from $153,551 to
$156,622; Director of Engineering,
Public Works and Facilities, from
$150,151 to $153,154; Director of
Administrative Services, from
$139,224 to $142,272; Director of
Public Safety, from $139,483 to
$142,272; Director of Human
Services, from $136,658 to $139,391;
Director of Parks and Recreation,
from $137,051 to $139,792; and
Director of Corrections, from
$133,000 to $135,660.

The second reading and adoption
vote are scheduled for Thursday,
December 19.

In other business, the board
approved a $70,000 settlement in
litigation brought by Valerie Donofrio
against the county dealing with an
employment issue for “failure to
accommodate” under the Americans
With Disabilities Act (ADA) as well
as allegations of a hostile work

environment, County Counsel Rob-
ert Barry said.

The board voted to appoint the law
firm of DiFrancesco Bateman of
Warren to represent Arthur Kobitz
and Kologi Simitz of Linden to
represent Joseph Policay in a lawsuit
entitled Jamar Cherry versus County
of Union. Both law firms will be paid
an amount not to exceed $15,000.
Mr. Barry said the case involves “an
employment matter dealing with
allegations of discrimination.”

During public comments, William
Nierstedt of Garwood commented on
the condition of Unami Park. He said
he would like the grass in the wooded
section of the park to stay uncut so
deer and other wildlife, including a
fox that he saw in the park, can roam
the park.

“Let natural succession occur,” he
told the board.

He said the county parks system,
created by the Olmstead Brothers,
was based on waterways, namely the
Passaic, Elizabeth and the Rahway
Rivers and Green Brook. Mr.
Nierstedt said the parks are all
connected by greenways.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Sports -- Depth in Lineup Could
Benefit Cougar Matmen; Blue Devil
Lady Cagers Return Bulk of Team;
Cougar Cagers Look to Turn Close

Losses to Wins; Raiders Return Ex-
perienced Group of Wrestlers; Raid-
ers Battled Consistency; Finish 12-8-
3 in Boys Soccer.

Cell Tower Hearing Addresses
Public Safety at UCC Campus

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Improving safety
communications for students and staff
is a top priority for Joseph Hines, the
director of public safety for Union
County College (UCC)’s Cranford
campus. Mr. Hines testified at
Monday’s board of adjustment meet-
ing that there are “major gaps in cell
phone service” throughout the cam-
pus, including his office, which makes
communication in an emergency situ-
ation difficult.

Mr. Hines said he and other secu-
rity personnel have experienced

dropped calls and text message fail-
ures as examples. However, other than
his office, he was not able to pinpoint
specific locations around campus or
dates of these incidents when asked
by residents.

A Wireless Communications Needs
Assessment was done on May 9 and
17 of 2012 by RCC Consultants Inc.,
which found “outdoor service to be
fair (-85 to -95 dBm)” and “indoor
service to be marginal to poor for
ground and basement levels of all build-
ings,” according to a UCC PowerPoint
presentation offered as evidence of the
“major gaps” referred to by Mr. Hines.

Mr. Hines said UCC recently in-
stalled an Indoor Digital Antennae
System (IDAS), which has made cell
service better for Verizon customers
within school buildings. Verizon is
the sole cell provider currently using
the IDAS. Mr. Hines added that secu-
rity personnel who have other carri-
ers continue to have difficulty receiv-
ing messages and calls. When asked
by a resident why Verizon was the
only carrier allowed to use the IDAS
system, Mr. Hines replied that he did
not know. No assessment, like the one
conducted in 2012, has been done
since the installation of the IDAS.

Mr. Hines testified that UCC uti-
lizes a system to electronically com-
municate with students via text, email
or voicemail to alert them to a vari-
ety of situations, such as emergency
school closings. He said that the sys-
tem is tested annually, but had no
data to present, nor did he know if
data is collected on the percentage
of people who did or did not receive
the messages.

Along with Mr. Hines, Gregory
Meese, attorney for the applicants,
stated that the cell tower is meant to
address the college’s requirements
under the Clery Act. According to
clerycenter.org, “The Clery Act re-
quires colleges and universities that
receive federal funding to dissemi-
nate a public annual security report
(ASR) to employees and students
every October 1. This ASR must in-
clude statistics of campus crime for
the preceding three calendar years,
plus details about efforts taken to
improve campus safety.”

Board member Justin Quinn asked
Mr. Hines, “What percentage (of
people receiving the messages) is
acceptable to meet requirements (of
the Clery Act)?” Mr. Hines responded
that there is no “hard percentage” to
meet the federal guidelines, but that

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Town Council Approves Deer Hunt
To Commence in January

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town approved
on Tuesday a deer hunt to take place
on town property come the new year.
In a majority vote, with Council-
woman JoAnn Neylan and Council-
man Doug Stokes voting against, the
town will have Union County begin a
deer-management program with
crossbow hunters to kill white-tailed

deer in Brightwood Park and at the
wooded area of the Conservation
Center during January and February.

The area around Grandview Av-
enue that was originally proposed
two weeks ago was removed from the
list due to “issues” the county had
seen with hunting there. The town
had approached the county about a
deer hunt after residents complained
about deer on their property, as well
as vehicular accidents involving deer,
Councilman David Contract said.

Residents came out to the town
council meeting to voice their oppo-
sition to the hunt, with most having
safety concerns since the town prop-

erty abuts residential property. Resi-
dent Jim Block said he finds the bow
hunt “cruel” to the deer.

Tina Jacobs, who lives adjacent to
the Conservation Center, said, “You
are putting people at risk and in harm’s
way.” She said the deer would flee
onto her property after being shot
with the arrow.

Julia Collins, a resident of Clark
who lives near the Grandview Av-
enue area, said that bow hunters are
not “held accountable” for the razors
of the arrows should they fall to the
ground, nor the cleanup of the blood
left from the slain animal.

DWC Discusses Town’s 300th
Anniversary, Sign Awards
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) will
begin focusing efforts and resources
on the celebration of Westfield’s 300th
anniversary next year, stated DWC
Chairwoman Patricia Hanigan at
Monday’s meeting. Additionally that
evening, the DWC board of directors
approved three business sign grants.

The “Westfield’s 300th” anniver-
sary celebration will include year-
long special events, a speaker series,
plus a special celebration on Tues-
day, June 20, 2020, stated Ms.
Hanigan.

The DWC approved a $500 sign
grant for Lavash Mediterranean Grill
at 114 Quimby Street. Lavash, which
opened November 12, is running a
promotion in which 100 free meals
were given to the restaurant’s first
customers, stated Ms. Hanigan.
Lavash is owned by Spice Bazaar’s
owners. Spice Bazaar relocated to 39
Elm Street earlier this year.

A second $500 sign grant was ap-
proved for ViaNutrition, located at
138 Elmer Street. ViaNutrition offers
the “best monthly” health tips, prod-
ucts and recipes, stated Ms. Hanigan,
describing the business’ mission. A
$100 sign grant also was awarded to
Elements Interior Design Studio at
138 Elmer Street.

Each sign is reviewed by a DWC
committee, stated board member
Peggy Lockwood. The grants are
given on a refund basis, explained
Town Administrator Jim Gildea, who
serves as a DWC board member. He
said the “reimbursement basis” al-
lows the DWC to review each sign,
assuring the sign fits a “desired down-
town aesthetic” before the money is
awarded.

Artist Ricardo Roig will continue
working on a mural to be displayed
under the South Avenue bridge, stated
Ms. Hanigan. The mural will depict
Westfield history while maintaining a
“progressive execution” in the way it

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
THREE SAY FAREWELL...Councilman Doug Stokes, left, Councilwoman JoAnn
Neylan and Councilman Frank Arena are wrapping up their tenures on Westfield’s
governing body this year. During Tuesday’s town council meeting, they were
thanked for their service by their colleagues and residents in attendance.
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Home For The Holidays!

6 BR’s • 6 1/2 bath • $1,550,000

LEADER IN MOROCCO...Westfield residents Janet and Bob Smith and Terry
and Chris Spurlock enjoy The Westfield Leader while visiting Tangier, Morocco.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
SHEPHERDS KEEP WATCH...At the Live Nativity held at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, shepherds feed and attend to the petting zoo animals of sheep,
goats, a donkey, an alpaca and a calf. The yearly event featured Christmas carol
singing, serving cookies and hot chocolate, and seeing the costumed church
members who brought the Nativity scene to life.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
MOOOO….At The Presbyterian Church in Westfield's Live Nativity and Petting
Zoo on Sunday, community members are able to feed small animals and pet them.
They also saw the costumed church members, who explained to children the
importance of the Nativity.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders

New Clinical Lab Approved
By Cranford Planning Bd.

He encouraged the freeholders to
continue to look for land adjacent to
county parks in acquiring properties,
“so that we can at least extend those
areas a little bit.”

Mr. Nierstedt noted that the
Garwood Green Team adopted Unami
Park earlier this year, where they
planted native species plants at the
entranceway to the park from
Garwood.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said the county’s surplus is continu-
ing to grow. He said the recent clos-
ing of the juvenile detention center
has been estimated to save another $6
million while the closing of Runnells
Specialized Hospital in 2014 likely is
saving the county another $13 mil-
lion.

Mr. Paterson said the county’s “run-
ning fund balance” reached $90 mil-
lion last year. “You’re just not bud-
geting properly,” he told the board.

“I see a perfect case where you
could have a zero tax increase,” he
said. “You can’t hide this money any
more. It’s really busting out of its
seams.”

He said department heads in past
years were given raises he estimated
at 4 to 7 percent, which he called
“amazing in this day and age.”

Freeholder Chris Hudak said the
surpluses that the county has achieved
the past few years “is a sign of finan-
cial strength. Our (Aaa) bond rating
is a sign of financial strength.” He
said this has allowed the county to
take on projects like county-wide
EMS that saves towns money.

Mr. Hudak also noted that Ber-
keley Heights last week passed a
resolution to become the 14th town
to join the county’s 9-1-1 dispatch-
ing center. He said the county will
be dispatching emergency calls for
police, fire and EMS in the town-
ship.

“It truly is a good service that the
county has continued to provide over
the years. And it’s a good thing to see
multiple agencies taking advantage
(of the program),” he said.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – A clinical labora-
tory is to open operations at 95
Dermody Street after the planning
board approved an application for
the facility, 9 to 0, last Wednesday.

The lab is located in a commercial
zone and will be housed inside a
current one-story warehouse facility
on the site. Marina Bellow, president
of Excell Clinical Lab, said the lab
will operate between 7 a.m. and 6
p.m. and then reopen at 8 p.m. to 4
a.m. There will be 15 to 18 people in
the building during the day, and dur-
ing the night shift about five to eight
people working. The operation will
be open Monday through Saturday,
and on Saturday will close at 8 p.m. It
will be closed on Sundays.

The application had a parking vari-
ance. Currently, there are 22 spaces
and the applicant proposed to restripe
the lot to allow for a total of 26
spaces. Parking provided will be ad-
equate for the number of people on
the site, the applicant’s planner and
engineer, Anthony Gallerano of Har-
bor Consultants, said.

Medical waste on site will be kept
in special bags and in special boxes
and stored in the warehouse for pickup
per state regulations, Ms. Bello said.

Also, a dumpster will be placed in
the back of the building for regular
trash and recycling.

A waiver was requested to not sup-
ply a stormwater plan because the
applicant is not proposing to alter or
add anything to the site plan.

The purpose of zoning is advanced
and there will be no detriments to the
public good or surrounding proper-
ties, Mr. Gallerano said.

Board planner Nick Dickerson
brought up if bike racks and side-
walks will be provided, as there are
none currently. The applicant is seek-
ing a waiver because they are not
needed.

The board has cancelled its sched-
uled meeting for Wednesday, Decem-
ber 18, and will next meet on Wednes-
day, January 15, when it will have its
annual reorganization meeting. The
seats of board members Peter Taylor,
Chris Chapman and Roy Walton, and
the mayoral seat, are all to expire at
the end of 2019. Also, the deputy
mayoral seat, which Ann Dooley oc-
cupied, will be open. She will not
return as she has decided to not run
for reelection to the township com-
mittee.

Ms. Dooley offered a word of thanks
to her fellow planning board members
at the close of the meeting. “I am
thankful that these are the people that
landed here at the time you landed
here. It was the right time with the right
group of people with the right person-
ality and character traits to do some
very difficult work,” Ms. Dooley said.

Courtesy of Greg Roser
GENEROUS DONATION...The Fanwood Police/P.B.A. Local 123 visited
“Fanwood’s Famous Christmas House” on Sunday with a generous donation for
NJ Institute for Disabilities. Pictured, from left to right, are: Officer Daniel
Piccola, Greg “The Christmas Guy” Roser and Officer Dan Kranz. The two
officers grew up in Fanwood.

100 percent is acceptable to him.
Whether or not that is realistic is up to
professionals in the technological sec-
tor to decide, said Mr. Hines.

Resident James Kutzer asked
whether participation in the alert sys-
tem is mandatory or optional for stu-
dents and staff. Mr. Hines said that all
students and staff are automatically
enrolled in the system, but can opt-
out. There also is an option for the
public to opt-in to the system, if they
wish to be updated. Mr. Hines did not
have any data on the percentage rate

Debora Bresch, a resident of
Westfield, said that deer hunts only
cause reproductive rates of deer to
increase “tremendously.” She urged
the council to “make sure this is an
actual solution to the problem and not
just killing.”

Brightwood Park spans about 40
acres of land and the Conservation
Center is on about 20 acres of land,
Town Administrator Jim Gildea said.
The county deer-management pro-
gram has in the past only held hunts in
county parks that have hundreds of
acres of land, resident Karen Langer
noted.

Ms. Neylan and Mr. Stokes both
felt more research should have been
done by the town.

At the end of the meeting, Council-
woman Neylan, Councilman Stokes
and Councilman Frank Arena were
acknowledged by resolution read by
Mayor Shelley Brindle for their time
serving on the town council. Ms.
Neylan served 16 years for Ward 2,
Mr. Arena, 12 years for Ward 1, and
Mr. Stokes, four years for Ward 4.
Also, members of the public came up
and thanked the three council people.
Ms. Neylan and Mr. Arena chose not
to seek another term on council. Mr.
Stokes was defeated this election year.

Mr. Stokes told the council and
audience that he has “always held
true to what I believe in.” He urged
his fellow council members to “con-
tinue to do what’s best for the town,
and not what’s popular or what’s on
the party line.”

Mr. Arena said, “Many towns across
the communities have a vision of what
they want to be...and that vision is

Westfield. We have a very special
thing here and special people. As
long as we put the town first and
politics aside, this will continue to be
one of the great towns in the land.”

Councilwoman Neylan said her
service to the town has “never been a
sacrifice but only has been a privi-
lege.”

In other business, the town council
approved an ordinance on final read-
ing that designates 1737 Nevada Street
as a historic landmark. The council
also adopted the salaries for the PBA,
CWA and non-union town employ-
ees.

Four grants were received by the
town that include a body armor re-
placement fund, a Greening Union
County Grant, a Kids Recreation
Grant for Sycamore playground, and
the Federal Bulletproof Vest Program.

With the town celebrating its 300-
year anniversary next year, the coun-
cil approved the hiring of a fundraiser
consultant for Westfield 300, with the
consultant, Solarverve LLC of Plain-
field, to receive a percentage of funds
that are received in the fund-raising
effort. Additionally, the town is sell-
ing Westfield 300 merchandise on its
website that will help fund the com-
memorative anniversary events.

During the conference session, Mr.
Contract said the Green Team is look-
ing into adding a second organic waste
bin at the recycling center due to its
populartity.

OnTuesday, January 7, at 6:30 p.m.
the town will hold its annual reorga-
nization meeting. The first council
meeting of the year will take place on
January 14.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Town to Hold Deer Hunt in
January and February

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

DWC Meeting
will be painted, stated Ms. Hanigan.

Mr. Roig operates an art studio in
the famed W Hotel in Hoboken, Ms.
Hanigan said. He is a Westfield resi-
dent who maintains his art business in
town.

This Saturday, December 14,
EXTRAVAGANZAlorious will be
held at the South Avenue Train Sta-
tion between 4 p.m. and 5:45 p.m.

“Wear your ugly holiday sweater
and meet us by the South Avenue
Train Station (Christmas) Tree for a
festive afternoon of holiday cheer for

the whole family, including a 30-
minute outdoor movie, An Elf’s Story,”
Councilwoman Dawn Mackey said.

Ms. Mackey said The Elf on the
Shelf picture book was written by
Westfield resident Kenneth Waddell.

“Elf on the Shelf will be attending
the holiday celebration to take photos
with children,” Ms. Mackey said.

The event will include a DJ,
Kilwin’s hot cocoa, a walk-in Snow
Globe for family photos, Gingerbread
Cookie Decorating and a candy-cane
pull, stated Councilwoman Mackey.

Jennifer Glackin for The Westfield Leader
HEARING CONTINUES...The Cranford Board of Adjustment continued the
hearing for Verizon to place a cell tower at Union County College in Cranford. The
hearing will continue this Monday, December 16.

of students and staff or local residents
who could have opted in.

Regarding emergency responder
communication and communication
amongst the security team at UCC,
Mr. Hines said they use radio and
walkie-talkies as their main mode of
communication, which does not rely
on cell phone signals.

More testimony will be heard at a
special meeting of the board of ad-
justment on Monday, December 16,
at 7:45 p.m., in the Cranford Munici-
pal Building.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cell Tower

Pat DiNizio Home Is Planned
for Teardown, Subdivision

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING PEARL HARBOR...The Color Guard fires a salute during a
Pearl Harbor memorial ceremony Saturday at the Cranford VFW Post 335.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – The planning
board on Monday gave its approval
for a developer to raze an existing
single-family house, subdivide the lot
into two conforming lots and then build
two new houses.

The two-and-a-half-story house at
2027 Westfield Avenue, directly across
from St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Parish, was the home for many years
of rock musician Pat DiNizio, the
leader of The Smithereens who died
two years ago. It’s where he hosted
annual Memorial Day weekend back-
yard concerts for fans and where he
spent many hours in the mid-2000s
practicing for his tryout to play minor
league baseball.

William Hollows, a professional
engineer and planner, told the board
on Monday that the house, which was
built in 1880, is in “disrepair” and
“probably an eyesore to the neighbor-
hood.” The newly-drawn lot at the
corner of Westfield Avenue and
Montague Avenue will be 6,939 square

feet in size while the interior lot will
measure 6,158 square feet. Both of the
houses to be built will face Montague
Avenue, with attached two-car garages.

Board Vice-Chairman Jeffrey
Strauss expressed some concern about
cars backing out onto Montague Av-
enue, which he described as a bust
street. Mr. Hollows said the properties
would be designed to offer ample
sightlines for people entering
Montague Avenue from Westfield
Avenue as well as traveling on
Montague Avenue towards the inter-
section. He also noted that the corner
lot’s driveway will be placed as far as
possible from the intersection.

Board member Richard Fortunato
raised some concerns about the corner
house and how its side wall facing
Westfield Avenue will appear. Attor-
ney Stephen Hehl said steps would be
taken to make that side wall more
aesthetically pleasing, and board mem-
ber Paulette Coronato suggested in-
cluding shutters on the windows fac-
ing Westfield Avenue as well as some
plantings.

Wish Your Friends

Seasons Greetings!

To place your greeting in
the newspaper, go to

goleader.com/christmas

There is no charge.

We’ll Help You
Get Your Business
in the Spotlight!

goleader.com/form/bulletin

Courtesy of Carol Goggi/Mountainside Restoration Committee
HOLIDAY SHOPPING...Shoppers complete their purchases at the Village Shop
located in the Mountainside Restoration Committee's Levi Cory House, located
adjacent to the Mountainside Public Library. The shop will be open again Friday
through Sunday, December 13, 14 and 15, and Friday and Saturday, December 20
and 21, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. All proceeds benefit historic restoration in
Mountainside.
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Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
THANK YOU, ELEANOR MCGOVERN...Union County Freeholder Chair
Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford, left, and Vice-Chairman Alexander Mirabella
of Fanwood present a resolution to Eleanor McGovern commending her for her
35 years of service to the residents of Fanwood upon her retirement as the
borough’s business administrator and borough clerk.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A SEASON OF GIVING...The Township of Scotch Plains hosted its annual
holiday celebration and tree-lighting ceremony on Sunday at the Alan Augustine
Village Green. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Chapter of UNICO, an Italian-
American service organization manned a booth at the event and served up cannoli
desserts. UNICO serves the community and contributes to charitable, cultural and
educational organizations and projects.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Freeholders, Dept. Heads
To Get Raises in 2020

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders intro-
duced an ordinance last week to give
themselves and department directors
raises effective January 1, 2020.

The freeholder chair’s salary will
go from $35,034 to $35,734; the vice-
chairman from $33,922 to $34,600,
and the six remaining freeholders from
$32,810 to $33,466.

County Manager Ed Oatman’s sal-
ary will increase from $173,648 to
$182,330. He has been manager since
March 1, 2018 when he replaced Al
Faella, who retired. Mr. Oatman was
paid $169,000 when he was hired.

Other salaries are as follows:
County Counsel, from $173,648 to
$179,996; Director of Economic
Development/Deputy County Man-
ager, from $157,396 to $160,543;
Director of Finance/County Treasurer
and CCFO, from $153,551 to
$156,622; Director of Engineering,
Public Works and Facilities, from
$150,151 to $153,154; Director of
Administrative Services, from
$139,224 to $142,272; Director of
Public Safety, from $139,483 to
$142,272; Director of Human Ser-
vices, from $136,658 to $139,391;
Director of Parks and Recreation,
from $137,051 to $139,792; and Di-
rector of Corrections, from $133,000
to $135,660.

The second reading and adoption
vote are scheduled for Thursday, De-
cember 19.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a $70,000 settlement in litiga-
tion brought by Valerie Donofrio
against the county dealing with an
employment issue for “failure to ac-
commodate” under the Americans
With Disabilities Act (ADA) as well
as allegations of a hostile work envi-
ronment, County Counsel Robert

Barry said.
The board voted to appoint the law

firm of DiFrancesco Bateman of
Warren to represent Arthur Kobitz
and Kologi Simitz of Linden to repre-
sent Joseph Policay in a lawsuit en-
titled Jamar Cherry versus County of
Union. Both law firms will be paid an
amount not to exceed $15,000. Mr.
Barry said the case involves “an em-
ployment matter dealing with allega-
tions of discrimination.”

During public comments, William
Nierstedt of Garwood commented on
the condition of Unami Park. He said
he would like the grass in the wooded
section of the park to stay uncut so
deer and other wildlife, including a
fox that he saw in the park, can roam
the park.

“Let natural succession occur,” he
told the board.

He said the county parks system,
created by the Olmstead Brothers,
was based on waterways, namely the
Passaic, Elizabeth and the Rahway
Rivers and Green Brook. Mr.
Nierstedt said the parks are all con-
nected by greenways.

He encouraged the freeholders to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Pat DiNizio Home Is Planned for
Teardown and Subdivision

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The planning
board on Monday gave its approval
for a developer to raze an existing
single-family house, subdivide the lot
into two conforming lots and then
build two new houses.

The two-and-a-half-story house at
2027 Westfield Avenue, directly
across from St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Parish, was the home for
many years of rock musician Pat
DiNizio, the leader of The
Smithereens who died two years ago.
It’s where he hosted annual Memorial

Day weekend backyard concerts for
fans and where he spent many hours
in the mid-2000s practicing for his
tryout to play minor league baseball.

William Hollows, a professional
engineer and planner, told the board
on Monday that the house, which was
built in 1880, is in “disrepair” and
“probably an eyesore to the neigh-
borhood.” The newly-drawn lot at the
corner of Westfield Avenue and
Montague Avenue will be 6,939
square feet in size while the interior
lot will measure 6,158 square feet.
Both of the houses to be built will
face Montague Avenue, with attached
two-car garages.

Board Vice-Chairman Jeffrey
Strauss expressed some concern about
cars backing out onto Montague Av-
enue, which he described as a bust

street. Mr. Hollows said the proper-
ties would be designed to offer ample
sightlines for people entering
Montague Avenue from Westfield
Avenue, as well as traveling on
Montague Avenue towards the inter-
section. He also noted that the corner
lot’s driveway will be placed as far as
possible from the intersection.

Board member Richard Fortunato
raised some concerns about the cor-
ner house and how its side wall facing
Westfield Avenue will appear. Attor-
ney Stephen Hehl said steps would be
taken to make that side wall more
aesthetically pleasing, and board
member Paulette Coronato suggested
including shutters on the windows
facing Westfield Avenue, as well as
some plantings.
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Scotch Plains Honors Volunteers
During 29th Mayor’s Gala

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The 29th an-
nual Scotch Plains Mayor’s Charity
Gala was held at the Shackamaxon
Country Club on Friday evening.
Every year Scotch Plains residents
and friends join together to honor
volunteers, raise money for those in
need, and enjoy an evening filled
with laughter, drinks and great food.

Dr. Jim Checchio received the
Male-Volunteer-of-The-Year award,
Kelly Price was honored as the Fe-
male-Volunteer-of-The-Year, with the
organization of the year being
Patrick’s Downtown Race to Sum-

mer. Scotch Plains youth Kyle
Brainard, Max Lebrun and Weston
Fischer were recognized for their
commitment to teaching the other dis-
abled youth how to play basketball.

The evening fundraises $10,000 to
$15,000 on average, which is do-
nated to various charities serving those
in need, stated Mayor Alexander
Smith, touting the event’s positive
impact.

The mayor said Dr. Checchio is a
lifelong Scotch Plains resident who
has dedicated “countless hours of
volunteer work to the township every
year.”

“It began with my parents. Give

back they always taught us to give
back,” said Dr. Checchio during his
acceptance speech.

Dr. Checchio is a Historical Soci-
ety of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
member who has “spearheaded many
projects,” Mayor Smith said. He said
Dr. Checchio’s projects have “dra-
matically improved” the exterior
grounds of the Osborn Cannonball
House Museum. Dr. Checchio is a
Boy Scout Troop 104 volunteer, over-
seeing the grape arbor refurbishment
project at the museum.

He has assisted with his son Luke’s
Eagle Scout project, which includes
restoring Tempe Bridge at the Frazee
House Park. Dr. Checchio is a mem-
ber of the Frazee Foundation and
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary and
also is a member of the Historical
Documentation, Historical Preserva-
tion, and Preserve the Shady Rest
committees.

“Jim has been a strong supporter
and tireless volunteer in efforts to
restore the (Frazee) House,” Mayor
Smith said.

As the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Alumni Association’s
vice-president, Dr. Checchio has
“worked to keep the Scotch Plains
bond strong,” stated Mayor Smith.
Currently, Dr. Checchio serves on the
Scotch Plains Planning Board, hav-
ing served previously on the zoning
board.

As a First United Methodist Church
member, Dr. Checchio participates in
the bell choir with his children, Luke
and Cara.

“I feel like many different groups
in town have come together to honor
these terrific individuals. This night
shows a community spirit. I was born
here and lived here all my life,” said
Dr. Checchio’s aunt, 92-year Scotch
Plains resident Marie DiFrancesco.

Ms. Price is an active member of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Courtesy of Sean Conklin
A SCOTCH PLAINS TRADITION...The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club was well represented at the 29th annual
Scotch Plains Mayor's Gala on Friday at the Shackamaxon Country Club.

Town Approves Deer Hunt
To Commence in January

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The town ap-
proved on Tuesday a deer hunt to
take place on town property come
the new year. In a majority vote, with
Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan and
Councilman Doug Stokes voting
against, the town will have Union
County begin a deer-management
program with crossbow hunters to
kill white-tailed deer in Brightwood
Park and at the wooded area of the
Conservation Center during January
and February.

The area around Grandview Av-
enue that was originally proposed
two weeks ago was removed from
the list due to “issues” the county
had seen with hunting there. The
town had approached the county
about a deer hunt after residents com-
plained about deer on their property,
as well as vehicular accidents in-

volving deer, Councilman David
Contract said.

Residents, including those from
Scotch Plains who live adjacent to
the conservation center, came out to
the town council meeting to voice
their opposition to the hunt, with
most having concerns that the town
property abuts residential property.
Resident Jim Block said he finds the
bow hunt “cruel” to the deer.

Tina Jacobs, who lives adjacent to
the Conservation Center, said, “You
are putting people at risk and in
harm’s way.” She said the deer would
flee onto her property after being
shot with the arrow.

Julia Collins, a resident of Clark
who lives near the Grandview Av-
enue area, said that bow hunters are
not “held accountable” for the ra-
zors of the arrows should they fall to
the ground, nor the cleanup of the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CELEBRATING THE HOLIDAY IN STYLE...The Township of Scotch Plains
hosted its annual holiday celebration and Christmas tree-lighting ceremony on
Sunday at the Alan Augustine Village Green on Park Avenue. Hundreds of
residents attended the event, which featured free horse-drawn carriage rides
around the downtown area, pony rides, a petting zoo, visits with Santa, hot cider,
cookie decorating, face painting, music and more.
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Monday’s meeting was the final
one of the year. The planning board’s
next meeting will be on Monday, Janu-
ary 13.
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Subdivision

continue to look for land adjacent to
county parks in acquiring properties,
“so that we can at least extend those
areas a little bit.”

Mr. Nierstedt noted that the
Garwood Green Team adopted Unami
Park earlier this year, where they
planted native species plants at the
entranceway to the park from
Garwood.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said the county’s surplus is continuing
to grow. He said the recent closing of
the juvenile detention center has been
estimated to save another $6 million
while the closing of Runnells Special-
ized Hospital in 2014 likely is saving
the county another $13 million.

Mr. Paterson said the county’s “run-
ning fund balance” reached $90 mil-
lion last year. “You’re just not bud-
geting properly,” he told the board.

“I see a perfect case where you could
have a zero tax increase,” he said. “You
can’t hide this money any more. It’s

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders
really busting out of its seams.”

He said department heads in past
years were given raises he estimated
at 4 to 7 percent, which he called
“amazing in this day and age.”

Freeholder Chris Hudak said the
surpluses that the county has achieved
the past few years “is a sign of finan-
cial strength. Our (Aaa) bond rating
is a sign of financial strength.” He
said this has allowed the county to
take on projects like county-wide
EMS that saves towns money.

Mr. Hudak also noted that Berke-
ley Heights last week passed a resolu-
tion to become the 14th town to join
the county’s 9-1-1 dispatching cen-
ter. He said the county will be dis-
patching emergency calls for police,
fire and EMS in the township.

“It truly is a good service that the
county has continued to provide over
the years. And it’s a good thing to see
multiple agencies taking advantage
(of the program),” he said.

Zoning Bd. Denies Request
To Build Eight-Car Garage

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The zoning
board of adjustment last week rejected
an application from south side
homeowners seeking to build an eight-
car detached garage on their property.

In April, the board had given
Archana Parrmar and Chandra Sarkar
of 1630 Raritan Road permission to
keep 10 large storage containers on
their property for one year to store
automobiles and car parts collected
by Mr. Sarkar, who descried himself
as an “auto enthusiast.” The proposal
for a 3,600-suare-foot one-story ga-
rage was met with skepticism by most
board members as well as a neighbor.

John Schweitzer, who lives across
the street, told the board he was con-
cerned about “the incredible amount
of space” that would be used to store
cars and wondered what would pre-
vent a new owner, years from now
when the house was sold, from using
the large garage to operate a business
or rent to tenants. Board member Dan
Sullivan, noting the dearth of protest-
ing neighbors, favored including a
deed restriction in the approval reso-
lution forbidding current and future
owners form using the garage for
anything except storage.

Vice-chairman Rich Duthie asked
whether the garage was appropriate
for a suburban residential neighbor-
hood or a better fit for an industrial
area. Craig Peskin said the eight-car
garage idea “seems excessive” while
fellow board member John Lama noted
that the garage’s 3,600-square-foot
footprint would be twice the 1,800-
square-foot footprint of the house it-
self. That led Mr. Peskin to wonder, to

the amusement of his colleagues, “If
the footprint of the garage is bigger
than the footprint of the house, is it
even a garage?” Christine Thompson
called the size of the garage “mon-
strous” and said it would “change the
flavor of the neighborhood.”

After the hour-long hearing, to Mr.
Sarkar’s obvious disappointment, the
board voted 6 to 1 to deny the appli-
cation, with Mr. Sullivan being the
only vote in favor.

The board last Thursday also ap-
proved several other applications,
including one by Alexis Ashbock who
sought permission to install a six-foot
high fence in her front yard at 2527
John Street. Naromie Louis-Baltazar
was given permission to build a sec-
ond-floor addition above an existing
garage at 1975 Valley Avenue.

Ivan and Irini Belets were given
permission to construct a two-story
addition to the side of an existing
home they had recently purchased at
426 Forest Road. There was some
questions about whether the home,
which now measures close to 1,900
square feet and would be about 2,500
square feet after the addition, was
classified by tax records as a single-
or two-family home.

Board planner Mary Moody said she
had been told by Zoning Officer Robert
LaCosta that it had been a two-family
dwelling for about 50 years although
township tax records show it to be a
single-family house. Mr. Sullivan said
he has always remembered it as being a
two-family house. Mr. Belets, who plans
to rent the upper portion of the ex-
panded house, told the board that it had
been listed as a two-family home when
he purchased it.

LEADER IN MOROCCO...Westfield residents Janet and Bob Smith and Terry
and Chris Spurlock enjoy The Westfield Leader while visiting Tangier, Morocco.

Courtesy of Greg Roser
GENEROUS DONATION...The Fanwood Police/P.B.A. Local 123 visited
“Fanwood’s Famous Christmas House” on Sunday with a generous donation for
NJ Institute for Disabilities. Pictured, from left to right, are: Officer Daniel
Piccola, Greg “The Christmas Guy” Roser and Officer Dan Kranz. The two
officers grew up in Fanwood.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A HOLIDAY CELEBRATION TO REMEMBER...The Township of Scotch
Plains hosted its annual hometown holiday celebration and tree-lighting ceremony
on Sunday at the Alan Augustine Village Green on Park Avenue. The festive
celebration included a petting zoo for kids.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HI, ST. NICK...Santa and one of his trusty helpers greet a youngster during
Fanwood’s annual Holiday Celebration and Christmas Tree lighting held last
Sunday.

the Saint Bartholomew Church Out-
reach Team and assists the Hillside-
based Community FoodBank of
New Jersey and with the annual
Fish Fry, programs for veterans,
youth ministry, and charitable
Thanksgiving baskets. She also
serves with the Golden Agers Se-
nior Group and is a member of the
Union County Senior Citizens
Council.

“Her main focus is on seniors
who are not mobile or have given up
their driving privileges and will pick
up groceries or medication for an-
other senior in need,” Mayor Smith
said.

Ms. Price also is a Union County
Nutrition Program weekly volun-
teer, stated Mayor Smith.

Kyle Brainard, Weston Fischer
and Max Lebrun were honored as
peer leaders who assist the Wolves
Basketball Academy. The Academy
provides a friendly and fun envi-
ronment for children with special
needs to learn basketball fundamen-
tals.

The Wolves run middle-school
and high-school inclusion leagues.

blood left from the slain animal.
Debora Bresch, a resident of

Westfield, said that deer hunts only
cause reproductive rates of deer to
increase “tremendously.” She urged
the council to “make sure this is an
actual solution to the problem and
not just killing.”

Brightwood Park spans about 40
acres of land and the Conservation
Center is on about 20 acres of land,
Town Administrator Jim Gildea said.
The county deer-management pro-
gram has in the past only held hunts
in county parks that have hundreds
of acres of land, resident Karen
Langer noted.

Ms. Neylan and Mr. Stokes both
felt more research should have been
done by the town.

At the end of the meeting, Coun-
cilwoman Neylan, Councilman
Stokes and Councilman Frank Arena
were acknowledged by resolution
read by Mayor Shelley Brindle for
their time serving on the town coun-
cil. Ms. Neylan served 16 years for
Ward 2, Mr. Arena, 12 years for
Ward 1, and Mr. Stokes, four years
for Ward 4. Also, members of the
public came up and thanked the three
council people. Ms. Neylan and Mr.
Arena chose not to seek another term
on council. Mr. Stokes was defeated
this election year.

Mr. Stokes told the council and
audience that he has “always held
true to what I believe in.” He urged
his fellow council members to “con-
tinue to do what’s best for the town,
and not what’s popular or what’s on
the party line.”

Mr. Arena said, “Many towns
across the communities have a vi-
sion of what they want to be...and
that vision is Westfield. We have a
very special thing here and special
people. As long as we put the town
first and politics aside, this will con-
tinue to be one of the great towns in
the land.”

Councilwoman Neylan said her
service to the town has “never been
a sacrifice but only has been a privi-
lege.”

In other business, the town coun-
cil approved an ordinance on final
reading that designates 1737 Ne-
vada Street as a historic landmark.
The council also adopted the sala-
ries for the PBA, CWA and non-
union town employees.

Four grants were received by the
town that include a body armor re-
placement fund, a Greening Union
County Grant, a Kids Recreation
Grant for Sycamore playground, and
the Federal Bulletproof Vest Pro-
gram.

With the town celebrating its 300-
year anniversary next year, the coun-
cil approved the hiring of a fundraiser
consultant for Westfield 300, with
the consultant, Solarverve LLC of
Plainfield, to receive a percentage of
funds that are received in the fund-
raising effort. Additionally, the town
is selling Westfield 300 merchan-
dise on its website that will help fund
the commemorative anniversary
events.

OnTuesday, January 7, at 6:30 p.m.
the town will hold its annual reorga-
nization meeting.
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Deer Hunt

UCC Cell Tower Hearing
Addresses Public Safety

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MERRY CHRISTMAS...The Scotch Plains Christmas tree was lit Sunday night
at a ceremony on Park Avenue next to the municipal building on the Alan
Augustine Village Green.

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Improving safety
communications for students and staff
is a top priority for Joseph Hines, the
director of public safety for Union
County College (UCC)’s Cranford cam-
pus. Mr. Hines testified at Monday’s
board of adjustment meeting that there
are “major gaps in cell phone service”
throughout the campus, including his
office, which makes communication in
an emergency situation difficult.

Mr. Hines said he and other secu-
rity personnel have experienced
dropped calls and text message fail-
ures as examples. However, other
than his office, he was not able to
pinpoint specific locations around
campus or dates of these incidents
when asked by residents.

A Wireless Communications Needs
Assessment was done on May 9 and
17 of 2012 by RCC Consultants Inc.,
which found “outdoor service to be
fair (-85 to -95 dBm)” and “indoor
service to be marginal to poor for
ground and basement levels of all
buildings,” according to a UCC
PowerPoint presentation offered as
evidence of the “major gaps” referred
to by Mr. Hines.

Mr. Hines said UCC recently in-
stalled an Indoor Digital Antennae
System (IDAS), which has made cell
service better for Verizon customers
within school buildings. Verizon is
the sole cell provider currently using
the IDAS. Mr. Hines added that secu-
rity personnel who have other carri-
ers continue to have difficulty receiv-
ing messages and calls. When asked
by a resident why Verizon was the
only carrier allowed to use the IDAS
system, Mr. Hines replied that he did
not know. No assessment, like the one
conducted in 2012, has been done
since the installation of the IDAS.

Mr. Hines testified that UCC uti-

lizes a system to electronically com-
municate with students via text, email
or voicemail to alert them to a variety
of situations, such as emergency
school closings. He said that the sys-
tem is tested annually, but had no data
to present, nor did he know if data is
collected on the percentage of people
who did or did not receive the mes-
sages.

Along with Mr. Hines, Gregory
Meese, attorney for the applicants,
stated that the cell tower is meant to
address the college’s requirements
under the Clery Act. According to
clerycenter.org, “The Clery Act re-
quires colleges and universities that
receive federal funding to dissemi-
nate a public annual security report
(ASR) to employees and students
every October 1. This ASR must in-
clude statistics of campus crime for
the preceding three calendar years,
plus details about efforts taken to
improve campus safety.”

Board member Justin Quinn asked
Mr. Hines, “What percentage (of
people receiving the messages) is
acceptable to meet requirements (of
the Clery Act)?” Mr. Hines responded
that there is no “hard percentage” to
meet the federal guidelines, but that
100 percent is acceptable to him.
Whether or not that is realistic is up to
professionals in the technological
sector to decide, said Mr. Hines.

Resident James Kutzer asked
whether participation in the alert sys-
tem is mandatory or optional for stu-
dents and staff. Mr. Hines said that all
students and staff are automatically
enrolled in the system, but can opt-
out. There also is an option for the
public to opt-in to the system, if they
wish to be updated. Mr. Hines did not
have any data on the percentage rate
of students and staff or local residents
who could have opted in.

Regarding emergency responder
communication and communication
amongst the security team at UCC,
Mr. Hines said they use radio and
walkie-talkies as their main mode of
communication, which does not rely
on cell phone signals.

More testimony will be heard at a
special meeting of the board of ad-
justment on Monday, December 16,
at 7:45 p.m., in the Cranford Munici-
pal Building.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

29th Mayor’s Gala
Honors Volunteers

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SANTA COMES TO FANWOOD...Santa arrives on a Fanwood fire engine for
the borough’s annual Holiday Celebration and Christmas Tree Lighting held
Sunday afternoon.

Every team has between one and
three special-needs players, along
with players without special needs.

“Weston, Kyle and Max’s dedi-
cation to the program is a shining
example for peers and others in the
community,” Mayor Smith said.

Patrick’s Downtown Race to Sum-
mer is an opening event to welcome
summer to the Scotch Plains down-
town, stated founder Frank Lettera.
The race is open to all abilities and
features a Fun Run for children.
Proceeds support Camp Clover.

Camp Clover is a week-long sum-
mer day camp for children, ages 7
to 15, who have experienced be-
reavement in their family, stated
Mr. Lettera. Clover offers traditional
summer camp programs like swim-
ming, sports, and arts and crafts, as
well as educational and therapeutic
activities designed to assist chil-
dren in their grieving process.

“What I see here is everyone com-
ing together. And that is a beautiful
thing,” said Deanna Dell Bene, de-
scribing the night while encourag-
ing those who did not attend to
attend next year.
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County Responds to NYC
Relocation of Homeless

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has an-
nounced that it is investigating all op-
tions, including legal action, to put an
end to New York City’s practice of relo-
cating homeless families from the city
into Union County communities with-
out notice and without support services,
according to a county press release.

More than 50 families are known to
have been relocated from New York
City to seven municipalities in Union
County under the city’s “Special One
Time Assistance Program” or SOTA.

The program provides one year of
rent to relocated families, but does
not provide any other forms of assis-
tance to families relocated outside of
the city. The SOTA program com-
menced in 2017. Union County was
added to the program as an out-of-
city relocation destination, without
notice, in August 2019.

“The families in the SOTA pro-
gram are already in crisis, and it is
heartless for New York City to move
them around like so many pieces on a
board game, forcing our local mu-
nicipal and county services to shoul-
der the additional costs while brokers
and landlords pocket the money,” said
Freeholder Chair Bette Jane Kowalski
of Cranford.

“Union County is coordinating a
united effort by the impacted mu-
nicipalities to bring this appalling
practice to a halt as quickly as
possible, and to seek reimburse-
ment for any costs incurred. We
will go to the courts if necessary,”
County Manager Edward T.
Oatman said.

So far the Union County munici-
palities reporting SOTA placements
from New York City are Elizabeth,
Linden, Rahway, Roselle, Hillside,
Union Township, and Plainfield.

“The lack of communication and
the underhandedness of New York
City to relieve some of their homeless
problems to our city is despicable,”
Elizabeth Mayor J. Christian
Bollwage said. “Clearly, this reloca-
tion program has not been thought
through or seemingly, Mayor (Bill)
de Blasio does not care where these
people are being moved to, the im-
pact these programs are having on the
cities they are sending them to or
where they will end up after their year
in the program is up. I guess once they
are out of his city, he really doesn’t
care what happens to them.”

Union County officials met with
mayors and other representatives from
the seven impacted municipalities by
conference call, along with state rep-
resentatives, to discuss next steps.

Union County has also filed a re-
quest under New York City’s Free-
dom of Information Law to the De-
partment of Homeless Services re-
questing a full listing of all individu-
als housed in Union County through
the SOTA program. The request in-
cludes information for all 21 munici-
palities.

The SOTA program fails to ac-
count for social support services,

counseling, employment assistance,
medical care, and other costs, ac-
cording to the press release. In par-
ticular, the program places new de-
mands on municipal school districts.
News reports have cited unsafe and
illegal housing conditions as no pro-
cedures are in place to verify housing
quality standards, contrary to normal
protocols for supportive housing pro-
grams.

Families from New York City newly
placed in Union County under the
SOTA program do not qualify for
social services because they have not
yet established residency, potentially
placing additional demands on local
charities to fill the gap. The SOTA
program also cuts off after one year,
leaving homeless families on their
own to continue paying premium rents
in their present apartment or search
for new housing.

In addition, local homeless fami-
lies in Union County are reporting
that landlords will not accept their
housing vouchers because the land-
lords stand to gain more by offering
their apartments to relocated New
York City families. The SOTA pro-
gram involves a broker’s fee of 15
percent and thousands of dollars in
bonuses for landlords in addition to a
one-year rental guarantee, according
to the county release.

“If the City of New York is serious
about collaborating on a regional so-
lution to homelessness, then it must
come to the table and collaborate
instead of shifting the problem with-
out notice or planning,” Freeholder
Chair Kowalski said.

Kean’s Prescriptions
Expenses Bill OK’d

By Budget Panel
TRENTON — Senate Republican

Minority Leader Tom Kean’s (R-21st,
Westfield) legislation to limit out-of-
pocket prescription costs was ap-
proved by the Senate Budget and
Appropriations Committee.

“Patients battling cancer and other
chronic diseases have a tough enough
time before they face the challenge of
paying for expensive treatments and
prescriptions, which can cost thou-
sands of dollars a month or more,”
Sen. Kean said. “Many other states
have succeeded in limiting these out-
rageous fees for necessary prescrip-
tions. Our efforts to make co-pays
more affordable for life-saving pre-
scriptions is the right thing to do.”

Sen. Kean’s bipartisan legislation,
S-1865, would require certain health
insurers, under certain policies or
contracts that provide coverage for
prescription drugs, to place limita-
tions on covered persons’ cost-shar-
ing for the drugs.

The bill would limit a covered
person’s out-of-pocket costs to $200
per prescription under the Affordable
Care Act’s Bronze Level Plan, and
$100 per prescription for all other
insured plans.

County Names New Head Of
Division of Social Services

COUNTY — Union County Man-
ager Edward T. Oatman has an-
nounced the appointment of Kamili
A. Williams to head the county’s Di-
vision of Social Services, within the
Department of Human Services. She
began her job November 25. Ms.
Williams succeeds former director
Charles Gillon who retired in Sep-
tember after 30 years of service.

Ms. Williams leads approximately
500 employees located in the Eliza-
beth and Plainfield offices of the Di-
vision of Social Services in the De-
partment of Human Services. The
Division of Social Services is Union
County government’s largest single
service unit.

“I would like to welcome Director
Williams to the Division of Social
Services,” Mr. Oatman said. “Her
leadership, depth of knowledge, and
wealth of experience will enable the
division to continue providing assis-
tance and guidance to thousands of
county residents monthly.”

Ms. Williams holds a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Business Administra-
tion and Accounting from Howard
University in Washington, D.C., and
a Master’s Degree in Public Adminis-
tration from Seton Hall University in
South Orange.

Her professional background in-
cludes experience as president and
chief executive officer of Habitat for
Humanity based in Plainfield. Previ-
ously, she held an executive position
at the Community FoodBank in Hill-
side. Ms. Williams’ experience in the
private sector includes accounting
positions at The Prudential Insurance

Company in Newark, and Deloitte
and Touche, LLP, in Parsippany.

The Division of Social Services is
Union County’s welfare agency. It
implements federal and state welfare-
to-work programs, that help income-
eligible individuals and families be-
come self-sufficient.

Assistance is provided for job train-
ing, education and placement as well
as homeless prevention and shelter,
supplemental food assistance, medi-
cal care including child immuniza-
tions, and other support services in-
cluding refugee resettlement, an area
in which Union County handles the
highest caseload of any county in
New Jersey.

Kamili A. Williams
Rutgers Enviro. Stewards

Seeking New Members
COUNTY – Union County resi-

dents can make a New Year’s resolu-
tion that will have a lasting impact by
joining the Rutgers Environmental
Stewards of Union County. The all-
volunteer Environmental Stewards
program helps members of the public
learn how to take specific steps lead-
ing to improvements in the environ-
mental health of their communities.

“The Environmental Stewards pro-
gram equips residents who have a
passion and desire to improve the
quality of the environment locally,
with the knowledge and tools to be
effective,” Freeholder Chair Bette
Jane Kowalski said.

The Environmental Stewards pro-
gram is designed to help non-scien-
tists learn more about the science
behind the environmental issues im-
pacting their communities.

The Environmental Stewards hold
weekly classroom training sessions
on Thursdays from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
beginning January 30 through early
June. Classes are held at the Exten-
sion offices in the Union County
complex, located at 300 North Av-
enue East in Westfield. Registra-
tion for the program ends on Janu-
ary 30.

The training sessions include
classes on habitat conservation, pol-
linator preservation, climate change
and its impacts on the Union County
region, protection of the Rahway
River watershed, and much more.
Field trips are part of the interactive
experience.

Participants also work on environ-
mental internship projects of their
choice.

Previous Environmental Stewards
have applied their knowledge in
Union County with projects such as-
sisting in the effort to combat the
destructive Ash borer beetle. The
Stewards identified hundreds of Ash
trees in county parks, collecting data
that will help guide the effort.

Stewards have also created pro-
grams in multiple municipalities
throughout the county. A program was
developed by a steward through the
New Providence Recreation Depart-
ment to help children spend more
time in the outdoors and learn how to
care for their environment.

The Rutgers Environmental Stew-
ards program is run by the Rutgers
Cooperative Extension of Union
County, part of the national Exten-
sion system, established more than
100 years ago under the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture. In New Jersey,
Rutgers University runs Extension
programs in each county through the
Rutgers New Jersey Agricultural Ex-
periment Station.

The Freeholder Board supports the
Union County Extension with admin-
istrative assistance and office space
in Westfield, land for the Demonstra-
tion Garden in the Watchung Reser-
vation in Mountainside, and funding
for special projects.

For more information about the
Rutgers Environmental Stewards pro-
gram, visit
envirostewards.rutgers.edu or contact
Michele Bakacs, county agent and
associate professor for the Rutgers
Cooperative Extension of Union
County at bakacs@njaes.rutgers.edu
or (732) 398-5274.
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Drunk Driving Crackdown
To Be Conducted In Summit

Bills for End-of-Life,
Palliative Care Advance

TRENTON, N.J. – The Assembly
Health Committee advanced two bills
last Thursday, sponsored by Assem-
blywoman Nancy Munoz (R-21st,
Summit), aimed to strengthen treat-
ment for patients with serious illnesses
or dealing with end-of-life issues. The
first bill, A-4683, requires certain
medical facilities to undertake end-of-
life planning and training.

“It’s very important to make sure pa-
tients are aware of all options when
dealing with their health care or health
care of a loved one,” Mrs. Munoz stated.

It requires health providers and ad-
ministrative staff at hospitals and nurs-
ing homes to undergo annual end-of-
life care training and the use of POLST
forms and advanced directives. Facili-
ties must also implement policies to
address end-of-life care issues for pa-
tients upon admission and provide
patients with information.

“This bill will put patients first and
help put them in control of their care,”
continued Mrs. Munoz. “Patients must
make intimate personal decisions and
need the tools to do that with help

from those who are looking out for
their health and well-being.”

A medical facility found to be
noncompliant would be required to
submit a corrective action plan to the
Department of Health or be subject to
penalties or administrative disciplin-
ary action. Mrs. Munoz’s second bill,
A-4685, would require emergency
departments of general hospitals in
the state to develop and implement a
plan to integrate palliative care ser-
vices for patients when appropriate.
Palliative care is medical care that
attempts to optimize the quality of
life by anticipating, preventing, and
treating the effects of chronic serious
illness.

“Sometimes people turn to emer-
gency rooms to receive medical relief
from a serious illness that could be
better managed through palliative
care,” Mrs. Munoz said. “These pa-
tients need to be informed of how
such care can help manage their symp-
toms and address their individual
needs.”

 Both bills have passed the Senate.

SUMMIT — Law enforcement
officials from Summit will be crack-
ing down on drivers impaired by al-
cohol or drugs as part of the annual
end of year “Drive Sober or Get Pulled
Over” statewide campaign. The cam-
paign, began December 6 and contin-
ues through January 1, 2020. Local
and state law enforcement officials
will conduct saturation patrols and
sobriety checkpoints looking for
motorists who may be driving while
intoxicated.

The national “Drive Sober or Get
Pulled Over” effort endeavors to raise
awareness about the dangers of im-
paired driving through a combination
of high-visibility enforcement and
public education.

“During the last five years New
Jersey has experienced nearly 37,000
alcohol involved crashes resulting
in more than 679 fatalities,” accord-
ing to the Summit Police Depart-
ment Traffic Unit. “This is a critical
law enforcement program that can
save lives during a time of the year
when social gatherings with alcohol
increase the risk of impaired driv-
ing.”

Last year, 20 percent of all motor-
vehicle fatalities in New Jersey were
alcohol-related. Nationally, 10,511
people died in 2018 in drunk-driving
crashes. The societal cost associated

with these crashes is estimated to be
$44 billion annually.

Law enforcement agencies partici-
pating in the Drive Sober or Get Pulled
Over 2019 Year End Holiday Crack-
down offer the following advice for
the holiday season:

• Take mass transit, a taxicab, or
ask a sober friend to drive you home;

• Spend the night where the activity
or party is held;

• If you see an impaired driver on
the road, contact law enforcement.
Your actions may save someone’s
life, and inaction could cost a life;

• Always buckle-up, every ride. It’s
your best defense against an impaired
driver;

• If you are intoxicated and travel-
ing on foot, the safest way to get home
is to take a car or have a sober friend
or family member drive or escort you
to your doorstep;

• Be responsible. If someone you
know is drinking, do not let that per-
son get behind the wheel.

Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

Watson Coleman Resolution Seeks to
Halt Nation’s ‘War on Drugs’

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-12th, Trenton, NJ) and several of
her colleagues have reintroduced a
House resolution that acknowledges
“the War on Drugs has been a failed

policy in achieving the goal of reduc-
ing drug use, and for the House of
Representatives to apologize to the
individuals and communities that were
victimized by this policy,” according
to her Twitter account.

Congresswoman Watson Coleman
introduced similar legislation call-
ing for an end to the drug war in
2018.

The 12th Cogressional District
includes Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.

BECOME AN ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARD...The Rutgers Environmental
Stewards of Union County program is looking for new members. The all-volunteer
program helps members learn how to take specific steps leading to improvements
in the environmental health of their communities.

editor@goleader.com
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Bill Would Allow Voters to
Choose How They Vote

TRENTON, N.J. – Assembly
Republican Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield)
has introduced legislation, A-
6085, to repeal the law requiring
county clerks to automatically
send mail-in ballots to those who
voted by mail in any election
since 2016.

“No one expects to become a
permanent voter by mail forever,”
Mr. Bramnick said. “Too many
people were showing up at the polls
who were placed on this list. Vot-
ers have the right to choose how
they vote.”

Twice the Democrat-controlled
State Legislature passed, and Gov-
ernor Phil Murphy signed, bills

just weeks before elections requir-
ing counties to send mail-in bal-
lots to hundreds of thousands of
New Jersey residents who did not
request them, according to a press
release from Mr. Bramnick’s of-
fice.

“Anyone who asked for an absentee
or vote-by-mail ballot in three previous
years got one whether they wanted it or
not. This sudden flood of mail-in bal-
lots caused errors and chaos in the
election process, and cost counties at
least $3 million, according to the re-
lease.

Mr. Bramnick’s bill requires voters
who wish to vote by mail to complete
an application for a mail-in ballot
each calendar year.

House Passes Voting
Rights Advancement Act

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
House last Friday passed H.R. 4, the
Voting Rights Advancement Act
(VRAA).

This legislation restores the pro-
tections and enforcement of the Vot-
ing Rights Act (VRA) to its former
strength, before it was gutted by the
2013 Shelby County v. Holder Su-
preme Court decision. Congress-

man Tom Malinowski (D-7th,
Somerset) is a co-sponsor of this
legislation.

Following the Shelby decision, sev-
eral states passed voter suppression
laws that disproportionately prevent
minorities, the elderly, and young
people from voting, according to a
press release from the Congressman’s
office.

The VRAA creates a new pro-
cess to determine which states
with a recent history of voting
rights violations over the last 25
years must preclear election
changes with the Department of
Justice.
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Brent A. Bramnick, Esq.
Michael Noriega, Esq.
Cristina Carreno, Esq.

Robert C. Rowbotham, II., Esq.
Stephen A. Satkin, Esq.

Wade Suthard, Esq.

Robbie Beth Drossner, MD Office Reopening
The general and cosmetic

dermatology practice of Doctor
Robbie Beth Drossner is pleased to
announce that we reopened on
November 5, 2019.  As always, we
are available to treat our loyal and
devoted patients as well as accepting
new patients of all ages.

Doctor Drossner seeks to provide
the highest quality individualized care
for every patient and participates with
both Medicare and most Blue Cross/
Shield Insurance Plans.

Our office offers a complete line of
award winning skin care products
and Doctor Drossner personally
assesses which products are best for
each patient who is interested in
advanced skin care and anti-aging
regimens.  Long lasting dermal fillers
and botox injections are also
available.

A certified experienced esthetician
is on staff and available, by
appointment, for facials and chemical
peels. Many facets set our Medical
Anti-Aging Facials and Chemical
Peel treatments apart from all the
others, including pressure point
massage and hand treatments,

customized peel solutions and our
Biocellulose Recovery Mask for post-
peel procedures. Our mask contains
hyaluronic acid for hydration,
nourishing peptides to repair the skin
matrix and elasticity, antioxidants to
protect the new exposed skin against
environmental damage, and a perfect
blend of anti-inflammatory botanicals
to soothe and calm the skin.

Please visit us at 2350 South
Avenue in Scotch Plains and contact
us for more information or to make
an appointment at 908-232-6668.
And be sure to look for our
informative dermatology articles and
special monthly offerings on our
website at
www.robbiebethdrossnermd.com

WE LOOK FORWARD TO
HEARING FROM YOU!

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin
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Shine a Spotlight

on Your Business

Westfield Chamber  Holds Party, Honors
Long-Time Members, Sherry Cronin

HOLIDAY PARTY...The Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC) held its annual holiday party on
December 5 at the Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch Plains. Pictured, from left to right, are: GWACC Board of
Directors, Vice-President Harold Star, Jennifer DiVirgilio, Stephanie Branna, Mario Cesario, Marta Alexander,
Christopher Devine, Heather Bryant, Jim Mooney, Tony Bianchino, Ron Bansky, Chief Executive Officer Gene Jannotti,
Barbara Murphy, President Darielle Walsh, Vice-President Carol Kearney and Maria Fuentes.  Missing are Jodi
Weinberg, Aimee Nuzzo, Mike Martin, John Capeci, Lauren Hammer, Paul Mecca and Mitch Beinhaker.

VALUABLE VOLUNTEERS...Volunteers of the Westfield Historical Society
Archives were recognized for their outstanding efforts during the Society's
Member Open House held at the Reeve House on Saturday. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Paul McGovern, Nancy Cunliffe, Raji Ernazath-Vengali, Ken Mirsky,
Stan Lipson and Carey Golden. Honored volunteers missing from the photo are
Kristi Chandra, Gregg Gorman, Nancy Hevert, Larry Hogan, Michael Miller and
Cathy Owens.

WESTFIELD, NJ — The Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (GWACC) held its annual
holiday party on December 5 at the
Shackamaxon Country Club in
Scotch Plains. With 110 members
and guests, the food, music and en-
tertainment gave everyone an early
holiday season treat.

The board of directors awarded
plaques to long standing members
of GWACC that included The
Westfield Y, 35 years; Evalyn Dunn’s
Gallery, 20 years; Jay’s Cycle Cen-
ter, 15 years, and Mitch Beinhaker
Law Firm, 10 years. In addition, the

board gave out an award to Mitch
Beinhaker for his eight years of ser-
vice on the board of directors in-
cluding his time as board president.
The first ever Life Time Member-
ship Award was given to Sherry
Cronin for her years of service in the
Downtown Westfield Corp. and her
commitment to Westfield.

The event was sponsored by
Clearskies Title Agency, Northfield
Bank, Two River Community Bank,
Spencer Savings Bank. Christopher
Devine and Rabadeau Wealth Group,
Lindabury, McCormick, Estabrook
and Cooper, Gillman Strategic Group,
Town Car Wash and Hehl and Hehl.

For 71 years, the Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce

(GWACC) has been connecting com-
merce and community. The GWACC
promotes the economic prosperity
of businesses primarily in Fanwood,
Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch
Plains and Westfield. It is the largest
association of businesses and
nonprofits in the area. Members in-
clude business owners, profession-
als, managers and operators. Mem-
bership cultivates the opportunity to
build relationships, partner, make
referrals, increase business, attend
lunch and learns, and support the
community.

For more information, visit
www.gwaccnj.com or call (908) 233-
3021, Monday through Friday, between
the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.

Bill Would Allow Theaters to
To Apply for  Liquor Licenses

TRENTON — Senate Republican
Minority Leader Tom Kean’s (R-21st,
Westfield) legislation to support the
arts by permitting small theaters to sell
alcohol has advanced in the Senate
Law and Public Safety Committee.

“Small, local theaters give back to
our towns and cities in immeasurable
ways, boosting both social and cul-
tural capital, and enriching our
community’s character,” Mr. Kean
said. “Allowing community theaters
the opportunity to serve alcohol will
bolster attendance and improve the
economic viability of the arts through-
out the Garden State. What better
way to enhance the night-out experi-
ence than by sipping a cold drink
while watching a new show?”

Mr. Kean’s bipartisan legislation,
S-1648, would permit non-profit the-
aters with 50 seats or more to apply
for liquor licenses.

Currently, only non-profit theaters
with more than 1,000 seats are eli-
gible to apply for a liquor license.

Mr. Kean, a longtime supporter of
the arts, is a member of the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts. He
has been named a Distinguished Arts
Advocate by ArtPride NJ.

“Supporting the arts, particularly
small non-profits, will strengthen ev-
ery aspect of New Jersey’s vibrant

arts community,” added Mr. Kean.
“This legislation will help venues
serve patrons a memorable ‘night at
the theater’ experience that will help
the arts and the local economy flour-
ish.”

Cryan, Vitale Rip
New SNAP Rule

TRENTON — Senator Joseph
Vitale (D-19th, Woodbridge) and
Senator Joe Cryan (D-20th, Union)
have criticized the Trump
administration’s new eligibility re-
quirements for the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program know
as SNAP. The new rule tightens work
requirements for some SNAP recipi-
ents and is expected to eliminate ben-
efits for roughly 688,000 adults, ac-
cording to the lawmakers.

“This is yet another sad and shame-
ful day for America. In a country that
budgets more than a trillion dollars a
year, thrusting nearly 700,000 people
into food insecurity so it can save a
drop in the bucket is cruel, inexpli-
cable and unacceptable,” Senator
Vitale said. “Trump’s administration
is playing numbers and politics with
people’s lives and we cannot let it
stand. I hope that, at least in New
Jersey, my colleagues and I can find
solutions to keep food on the table for
the New Jerseyans threatened by this
decision.”

“It’s clear this administration is
oblivious to the needs and struggles
of the people and families that rely
on this program,” Senator Cryan (D-
20th, Union) said. “The new require-
ments are shortsighted, harsh, out of
touch and handcuffs our own ability
to respond to the needs of our con-
stituents. I am confident, however,
that my fellow legislators can work
together to find solutions that will
protect those among us that are most
in need.”

The new rule makes it more diffi-
cult for states to waive a require-
ment that able-bodied adults with-
out children work at least 20 hours
a week or else lose their benefits.
The administration says the change
is intended to encourage those re-
ceiving SNAP to get jobs, but anti-
hunger advocates worry it will hurt
low-income individuals who can-
not find steady work.

Rotary Offers Scholarship
for Intern’l Graduate Study
REGION — Local Rotary Clubs are

offering an international scholarship for
students who are interested in pursuing
further study abroad. Applicants must
live in Essex, Hunterdon, Mercer,
Middlesex, Morris, Somerset, Sussex,
Union or Warren Counties, and must be
interested in planning a career in peace
and conflict resolution, disease preven-
tion and treatment, water and sanitation,
maternal and child health, basic educa-
tion and literacy, and economic and com-
munity development.

Candidates must be accepted to a for-
eign university at the time of applica-
tion. The scholarship is competitive, and
the main factors considered are a
scholar’s experience, the graduate pro-
gram of study and career goals. Of added
importance is having a plan with a clear-
cut purpose. Additional information may
be found in the Rotary Foundation Sec-

tion of www.rotary.org, or by contacting
Eva-Pia Reich at
evapiareich@gmail.com.

Applicants should send their resume,
college transcripts, and proposal (to in-
clude the program of study and a descrip-
tion of a career path) to Eva-Pia Reich, 24
South Shore Road, Denville, NJ 07834
or evapiareich@gmail.com

The deadline to apply is May 1, 2020
with interviews to follow.

Bill to Require Colleges
To Post Annual Budgets
Online OK’d By Panel
 TRENTON –– Legislation, A-3680,

sponsored by Assemblywoman Annette
Quijano (D-20th, Elizabeth) to require
public institutions of higher education
to post their budgets for the upcoming
academic year and a user-friendly sum-
mary on their websites annually was
approved Thursday by the Assembly
Higher Education Committee.

“Students and parents deserve to
know how their college is spending
money, particularly as tuition costs
continue to rise. While public col-
leges are required under current law
to make their budgets public, this bill
takes it a step further by requiring
colleges to make that information
easily and readily accessible online.
Greater transparency is key to help-
ing parents and students understand
how their tuition dollars are spent,”
Asw. Quijano said.



Page 4  Thursday, December 12, 2019 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
BUSINESS OPERATIONS

The Westfield Leader

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $44 • Two-year – $84 • Three-year – $122
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood

TIMES   Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Christina M. Hinke
EDUCATION & ARTS

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Legal Newspaper for the County of Union, New Jersey
and for Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and Garwood

Letters to the Editor

ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Bette Kowalski, chair
bkowalski@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.
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Westfield Board Of Health Meeting
December 2 Canceled Due to Snow

The board’s plan to regulate elec-
tronic smoking devices will be de-
layed, since the proposed ordinance
must be reintroduced when the new
board convenes in January. However,
we will move on an accelerated track.
The recommended plan would regu-
late the sale of these devices in town,
primarily to eliminate their use by
children.

The use of these nicotine-addicting
products among children is explod-
ing, according to the Centers for the
Disease Control and Prevention. In a
recent survey, over half of high school
students and almost one-fourth of
middle school students in the United
States reported ever using any to-
bacco product. E-cigarettes were the
most commonly ever used tobacco
product among these students over-
all.

Influenza is spreading in New Jer-
sey and the seasonal influenza vacci-
nation campaign is underway. A
simple vaccination can help prevent
the flu. Good health habits, like cov-
ering your cough, washing your hands
and staying home from school or work
when sick, can also help stop the
spread of germs and prevent respira-
tory illnesses like the flu. Residents
can find information on influenza and
local vaccination sites at the Westfield
Regional Health Department’s
website https://www.westfieldnj.gov/
health in the Seasonal Information
tab.

Residents should also prepare now
for the next severe weather emer-
gency. Make or restock your disaster
supply kit with at least a three days
supply: 1) water, one gallon per per-
son per day; 2) nonperishable food;
3) medications; and 4) flashlight and
radio, with batteries. Also, develop a
plan to aid family members, take care
of pets, and safely shut off utilities.

If you will use a portable generator,
locate it in a well-ventilated space
AWAY from your house. Have your
heating system checked and have a
functioning battery-operated carbon
monoxide alarm in your home. Car-
bon monoxide from a generator or
heater can initially cause headache,
nausea and dizziness and can be
deadly.

The Health Department was
awarded a $95,000 “Strengthening
Local Public Health Capacity” com-
petitive grant by the New Jersey De-
partment of Health. The funds will be
used to implement an enhanced com-
municable disease control program
with dedicated staff to focus on pre-
venting and controlling infectious dis-
eases in children in our community.

Information about all of the Health
Department’s activities, including
helpful health-related advice and rec-
ommendations, such as concerning e-
cigarettes and screening programs,
and free education programs, is avail-
able at https://www.westfieldnj.gov/
health. Recent topics in the
department’s monthly newsletter,
Your Health Matters, include having
a safe holiday, gun safety and emer-
gency preparedness. It is available on
the department’s website in the De-
cember Newsletter tab. You can sign
up to receive Health Department in-
formation through https://

www.westfieldnj.gov/townupdates.
At this time of year, we want to

thank the staff and senior staff of the
Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment for their dedication, commit-
ment and work all year on behalf of
public health in Westfield and our
neighboring communities. The senior
staff includes Megan Avallone, RN,
MS, the health officer and director;
Laura Scanlon, RN, the public health
nursing supervisor, and Helen
Mendez, the principal registered en-
vironmental health specialist.

In addition, I thank the volunteer
members of the Board of Health for
their time and assistance and for shar-
ing their wisdom and insights this
past year. They are Elizabeth Talmont,
MSN, APN-BC, vice-president,
Sharon Dorry, RN, Dr. Vasilios
Diamantopoulos, Dr. Steve Gorelick,
Dr. Andrea Marcus, Thomas K.
O’Neill, Dr. Denise Rizzolo and Dr.
David Weinman, and JoAnn Neylan,
our council liaison. I also thank Mayor
Shelley Brindle and Jim Gildea, town
administrator, for their strong sup-
port.

The complete minutes of the No-
vember 4 meeting will be posted after
review and approval at our January
13, 2020, reorganization meeting,
which starts at 5 p.m. in the municipal
building. The public is invited to at-
tend.

Lawrence Budnick, MD, MPH
President, Westfield Board of Health

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Zaptiah – A Turkish policeman
2. Apraxia – Loss or impairment of

power to perform purposeful movements
3. Zander – The European pike
4. Tatouay – A large South American

armadillo

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PLATYHIERIC
1. Having a flat or broad sacrum
2. A ridge having a flat top; plateau,

mesa
3. Consisting of many ethnic cultures
4. Universal wisdom

HAEMATOPHILINA
1. The transformation of blood in the

lungs from venous blood to arterial blood
2. Excessive interest in butterflies and

moths
3. Blood-sucking vampire bats
4. In botany, a sickle-shaped cyme

HAKEEM
1. A revered Moslem scholar
2. A Moslem doctor
3. A Moslem prince
4. An Arabic nomadic leader

BEKAH
1. The prickly pear
2. A marsh at a river’s mouth
3. A given site or location
4. One half a shekel

It’s Dark Now And Pedestrians
Encounter Increased Danger

Winter and daylight savings time
result in gray afternoons and dark
evenings in our area. Night ap-
proaches quickly this time of the year.
The end of December will be here
very shortly, and this is the shortest
daytime of the year. Many don’t ad-
just well to this sudden change in loss
of daylight. When everyone leaves
work during this time of year, it’s
dark. It’s hard to see while driving
and it’s particularly hard to see pe-
destrians.

Pedestrians also don’t see very well,
aren’t as aware as they need to be, and
assume drivers see them. This condi-
tion has resulted in unfortunate pe-
destrian deaths over the last few years.
The busy local thoroughfares, such as
North Avenue and East Broad Street
in Westfield, have proven to be par-
ticularly dangerous. Martine and Park
Avenues in Scotch Plains are equally
busy. These streets are uniquely laden
with both cars and pedestrians. It’s
the most dangerous combination –
many cars, many pedestrians and dark
evenings.

We appeal to everyone to be ex-
tremely alert – drivers and pedestri-
ans both. There’s more everyone can
do to help avoid tragedy. Please wear
bright colored and reflective clothing
while walking. Cross on streets only
where it is legal and safe. Please do

not “J-Walk!” Every time you cross
the street, assume that drivers don’t
see you because they probably don’t.

Take the time to remind your chil-
dren to always cross at the crosswalks,
and if you’re thinking about buying
yourself or the kids new winter coats,
try to buy bright colors. Drivers, in
their normal rush to get home, should
remember how unsafe it is this time of
year. Expect pedestrians to do unusual
things because they will.

Remember not to pass on the right
through the leaf piles, as children
may be at play. As the winter weather
rolls in, ice and snow are bound to
make road conditions worse; take it
slow and stay alert. Joggers and bicy-
clists need to be more on guard, too,
because of the diminished visibility.
Make sure the reflectors on your bi-
cycles are cleaned off and in good
condition. Both joggers and cyclists
should consider purchasing and wear-
ing a blinking light to make them
more visible.

Please remember that many “out of
town” cars pass through the area all
the time. These drivers do not know
the conditions of our local roads or
the busyness of pedestrian travel. They
won’t be as alert as you. We’d like to
hear your suggestions on this issue.
Let’s make our wintertime as safe as
possible this year by staying alert.

Commentary

Consider Making A Holiday Gift To
The Westfield United Fund

The Season of Giving is here,
and we at the Westfield United Fund
would like to ask the residents of
Westfield to consider making a
holiday gift to the WUF. For many
years, the fund has been supported
by members of the community, but
over the last few years we have a
seen a drop in support as older
residents retire and move away.
However, the needs of the people
we serve have not diminished, and
every dollar counts!

The Westfield United Fund is
the perfect solution for busy people
who want to support worthwhile
programs helping people in need
in our community. We do the due
diligence so that you can be confi-
dent that your donations will be
put to efficient use. Even a small
contribution can have a big im-
pact! For example, $50 will pay for
a week’s worth of meals (twice a
day) for a homebound person, or
two counseling sessions for a child
or family in crisis.

Other programs include
childcare for low-income families,
literacy tutoring for adults, home

healthcare for the elderly, programs
for disabled children and adults,
and counseling for victims of do-
mestic violence. Please donate
what you can so that we can con-
tinue to provide these critical ser-
vices to the people in our commu-
nity who need them. Go to
westfieldunitedfund.org and click
on the Donate tab. Thank you!

Jon Walker
WUF Board President

Deirdre Gelinne
Executive Director

New Jersey Should Not Allow
Districts to Exceed 2-Percent Cap

Prescription Legislation Offers
Some Relief to Chronically Ill

Bipartisan legislation approved last week by the
New Jersey Senate Budget and Appropriations Com-
mittee promises to ease the financial burden for
those with chronic medical conditions by limiting
out-of-pocket costs for prescription medications.

Senate Republican Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) is a primary sponsor of the bill, S-1865.
Senate Majority Leader Loretta Weinberg (D-37th,
Linden) also is a primary sponsor. Identical legisla-
tion, A-2431, previously passed in the state Assem-
bly. Among the co-sponsors of the Assembly version
of the legislation were Republican Minority Leader
Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) and Assembly-
woman Nancy Muñoz (R-21st, Summit).

According to a statement outlining the provisions
of S-1865, the bill “requires certain health insurers,
under certain policies or contracts that provide cov-
erage for prescription drugs, to place limitations on
covered persons’ cost sharing for prescription drugs.”
The statement can be found online at njleg.state.nj.us.

“Patients battling cancer and other chronic dis-
eases have a tough enough time before they face the
challenge of paying for expensive treatments and
prescriptions, which can cost thousands of dollars a
month or more,” Senator Kean remarked in a De-
cember 5 press release announcing the Senate
committee’s advancement of the bill.

“Many other states have succeeded in limiting
these outrageous fees for necessary prescriptions.
Our efforts to make co-pays more affordable for life-
saving prescriptions is the right thing to do,” he
added.

The legislation calls for a maximum out-of-pocket
cost of $200 per prescription for those covered
under the Affordable Care Act’s Bronze Level Plan,
and $100 per prescription for all other insured plans,
as stated in the press release.

We applaud the efforts of our state legislators from
both sides of the aisle in sponsoring and advancing
legislation that will benefit many New Jersey resi-
dents.

As Senator Kean noted, individuals living with
chronic illnesses typically face multiple daily
challenges beyond pharmaceutical costs. In addi-
tion to the normal anxiety accompanying any
serious illness, patients and their loved ones often
wrestle with worries over how their health will
impact their ability to work or to care for their
children or aged family members. They may need
assistance in getting to doctor or treatment ap-
points or may be dealing with side effects from
treatments. We hope that this legislation limiting
prescription costs will provide some relief to
those who already are coping with so much.

Legislation is being pushed through the lame-
duck session of the New Jersey State Legislature that
would let dozens of school districts exceed the
state’s 2-percent cap. The bill, sponsored by Senate
President Steve Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester), how-
ever, might be dead on arrival as Governor Phil
Murphy is opposed to it.

The legislation, S-4289, would allow certain dis-
tricts to exceed the cap from 2020-2021 through
2024-2025. The bill was introduced and approved
by the Senate Budget and Appropriations Commit-
tee on December 5. Mr. Sweeney said the bill was
introduced to help districts that lost aid under Senate
Bill 2, which cut aid to districts deemed over-funded
and redistributed aid to under-funded districts. About
200 school districts saw state aid fall under the
formula changes, according to news reports.

According to news reports, 40 districts would be
eligible to exceed the 2-percent cap under the legis-
lation. Some districts are said to have lost millions of
dollars in aid under the state’s revamped funding
system. These districts are said to be Toms River,
Brick, Old Bridge, Leonia, South Amboy and the
Central Regional School District in Ocean County.
Toms River parents want Gov. Murphy to give the
district $4.4 million in emergency aid so the district
can avoid further reductions to staff and programs.

“We’re not looking to hurt districts as we’re trying
to fix the school funding formula. It’s the districts
that are under adequacy funding now, which means
they have room to increase,” Sen. Sweeney told

reporters at the Statehouse, according to a
politico.com report.

Senator Declan O’Scanlon (R-13th, Holmdel) told
101.5 FM that he is opposed to the legislation,
saying under current law districts have the option to
go to the voters and ask to exceed the cap.

“Going to the voters is how we designed the cap to
begin with,” Sen. O’Scanlon said.

Gov. Murphy also ripped the bill. “Let’s fix the
gimmicks in Trenton, not raise property taxes,” he
said on Twitter. The Governor, instead, is pushing
for a millionaires tax as well as raising the sales tax
back to 7 percent, both of which Mr. Sweeney and
Assembly Speaker Craig Coughlin (D-19th,
Woodbridge) oppose.

“Raising taxes wouldn’t give these districts that
are losing money one penny more,” Sen. Sweeney
responded, according to the northjersey.com report.

We strongly oppose allowing districts to exceed
the 2-percent cap. New Jersey already has among the
highest property taxes in the country, and school and
county taxes are the main reason for that here in
Union County. Creating a millionaires tax and rais-
ing the state’s sales tax also are bad ideas. The
millionaires tax will just lead to more wealthy people
leaving the state, while a sales tax hike will hurt
businesses, especially those in our downtowns that
are already struggling to make a profit.

If school boards want to exceed the cap, they
should put it on the ballot and let their voters
decide.

Letters to
the Editor
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TRACED Act for Robocalls
Passed by House of Reps.

Spinal Muscular Atrophy Bill
OK’d By Senate Committee

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
House on Friday overwhelmingly
passed the TRACED Act, biparti-
san, bicameral legislation that will
protect Americans from illegal
robocalls. Congressman Tom
Malinowski (D-7th, Somerset) was
a co-sponsor of the legislation, and it
is expected to be signed into law by
the President.

In 2018 an estimated 48 billion
robocalls were placed nationwide, an
increase of 17 billion calls from just
the previous year. Many of those calls
came from scammers, resulting in 22
million Americans losing a total of
$9.5 billion in 2016 alone.

The bill implements a nationwide
caller authentication system so con-

sumers can trust that the number they
see on their caller ID is actually the
person calling them. Consumers will
also be able to block unlawful calls in
a consistent and transparent way, at
no additional charge. Finally, the bill
makes sure that law enforcement and
the Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC) have the tools, infor-
mation, and incentives to pursue
scammers that break the law.

“Robocalls are a constant and dan-
gerous intrusion into our daily lives,
especially for seniors targeted by
scams,” Congressman Malinowski
said. “I am proud to have cospon-
sored a bipartisan bill to bring some
relief, and I look forward to seeing
the President sign it into law.”

TRENTON – Senate Republican
Minority Leader Tom Kean’s (R-21st,
Westfield) legislation requiring all
infants to be screened for spinal mus-
cular atrophy has advanced in the
Senate Budget and Appropriations
Committee.

Spinal muscular atrophy, or SMA,
is a progressive neurodegenerative
disease that is caused by abnormally
functioning motor neurons that con-
trol voluntary movement, such as
walking, talking, and swallowing.

“SMA is the number-one genetic
cause of death in infants and toddlers
in the United States,” said Mr. Kean.
“It makes sense to test babies at birth
for SMA, which will help infants ac-
cess treatment as soon as possible,
leading to better outcomes with po-
tential life-saving results.”

Mr. Kean’s bipartisan legislation,
S-974, would require infants born in

New Jersey be tested for the genetic
markers associated with SMA.

SMA leads to progressive muscle
weakness and atrophy, particularly in
the torso, upper legs, and upper arms.
Individuals with the most common
form of SMA typically have a lifespan
of less than two years.

All babies born in New Jersey are
required to be tested for 55 disorders
within 48 hours of birth. One heel
prick provides enough blood to test
for all 55 disorders.

It is estimated that 165,889 New
Jerseyans are carriers of the dis-
ease.

“Early testing leads to early treat-
ment, which will improve the quality
of life for those with SMA,” added
Mr. Kean. “I hope we will find a cure
for SMA soon, but until then, new-
born screening is our best bet to com-
bat this disease.”

Bill Would Allow Aid to Be
Used for Summer Courses

TRENTON, N.J. – The Assembly
Higher Education Committee cleared
a bill (A-5335), sponsored by Assem-
blywoman Nancy Munoz (R-21, Sum-
mit), that will allow students to use
their Tuition Assistance Grant and
Educational Opportunity Fund awards
during summer sessions to fulfill
graduation requirements.

“Motivated students want to gradu-
ate sooner and often do that by taking
summer courses to get ahead. We should
be supporting their goals by letting
them apply their financial aid to their
summer courses, not just the fall and
spring semesters,” said Mrs. Munoz.

One-third of all full-time under-
graduates attending school in New
Jersey receive support through TAG,
according to the Higher Education
Student Assistance Authority. More
than 13,000 students receive assis-
tance through opportunity grants each

year, which cover college costs such
as books, fees, and room and board
that are not covered by TAG or the
federal Pell grant programs. Under
the bill, TAG and opportunity grants
dispersed during the academic year
would be reduced depending on how
much they used during the summer.

“College affordability is a huge is-
sue. When students complete their
degrees early, they save money and
can start their careers sooner,” Mrs.
Munoz said.

New Jersey has the fourth most
expensive in-state college tuition, and
student debt more than doubled in the
past decade – now standing at more
than $43 billion. The bill implements
a recommendation of a state commis-
sion study on college affordability
that released its final report in Sep-
tember 2016. It passed the Senate
unanimously in February 2018.

UNICO to Sponsor
Flea Market-Gift Fair
CLARK — Clark UNICO will

sponsor a Holiday Flea Market and
Gift Fair on Saturday, December 21,
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. It will take
place at Arthur L. Johnson High
School, located at 365 Westfield
Avenue, off Raritan Road, in Clark.
Admission is free.

Exhibitors will display an array
of quality merchandise such as hand-
bags, sports collectibles, jewelry for
all ages, clothing, dollar items, gift
items, gloves and scarves, toys,
crafts, antiques and collectibles,
plus garage/tag sale items, all at
bargain prices.

JC Promotions, Inc., a fund-rais-
ing company that produces flea mar-
kets, street fairs and arts and crafts
shows throughout New Jersey for
more than 50 organizations, is coor-
dinating this event.

JC is offering four free spaces to any
school organization that would like to
participate by having an exhibitor space
to sell their items and/or promote their
club. To reserve one of the four spaces
being offered, contact JC. For infor-
mation, call (201) 998-1144 or con-
tact events@jcpromotions.info.

Letters to the Editor
Garwood Mayor Toddisco Calls for

Volunteers For Board Positions
I am proud to continue the open

application process for any Garwood
resident to serve on our variety of
boards, commissions, and commit-
tees. I began this initiative shortly
after I was elected Mayor and I was
thrilled by the many responses re-
ceived last year. While the applica-
tion has been available throughout
2019, I am now repeating the call to
volunteerism as we prepare for 2020.

Our residents have such diverse
backgrounds, skills, and talents. I hope
many will consider volunteering their
time to ensure Garwood is a vibrant
place to live and work for many years
to come.

The simple application can be found
on the official borough website at
www.garwood.org and paper copies
are available at Borough Hall at 403
South Avenue. A description of each
of the boards, commissions, and com-
mittees is also available on the bor-
ough website homepage under “Com-
munity Volunteer.” Information is also
available for anyone interested in
volunteering for one of our emer-
gency service organizations or
Garwood non-profits.

Existing groups with open posi-
tions include the Planning/Zoning
Board, Recreation, Board of Health,
Library Board of Trustees, Celebra-
tions Committee, Green Team, and
Historical Committee. I am also

pleased to continue the first-ever Citi-
zens’ Advisory Panel, which was
started in January to advise the Coun-
cil on capital projects, like equipment
and road work.

Please feel free to return a paper
copy of the completed application to
Borough Hall (office open Mon. to
Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. or police
dispatcher 24/7) or to email me your
completed form at
STodisco@garwood.org. This is con-
sidered a “rolling application” pro-
cess as positions often open at differ-
ent times throughout the year. How-
ever, in order to be considered for
appointment at the re-organization
meeting of the Mayor and Council on
January 6, 2020, please submit your
application by Friday, December 20.

I remain committed to working to
ensure each committee is non-parti-
san and reflective of our community.
I look forward to meeting with any-
one interested in an appointed posi-
tion. Also, I thank you in advance for
your willingness to devote your time
to better your community. Together,
we will make sure Garwood remains
a “small town with a big heart” and
has a bright future ahead for all to
enjoy.

Sara Todisco
Mayor-Elect

Garwood

Pets Need Care Too When
Traveling By Car, Train Or Plane

As family and friends travel home
for the holidays, it is important to
remember the comfort and safety of
the furry member of the family. To-
day, there are more pet-friendly travel
options than ever before, and with the

right preparation, pet owners can hap-
pily bring pets along by car, plane, or
train.

Expert veterinarians at BluePearl
Specialty and Emergency Pet Hospi-
tal recommend following these tips to
ensure a safe and low-stress trip.

If traveling by car…
Don’t allow pets to roam in the car.

Not only can pets injure themselves
while loose the car, but they can be a
distraction to the driver, and even
become a projectile that hits human
occupants in an accident. Keep pets
in a crate or carrier and anchor it to
the vehicle using a seat belt or other
secure means. The carrier or crate
must have enough room for your pet
to stand and turn around.

Keep your pet in the back seat.
Whether your pet is harnessed or kept
in a carrier or crate, it is best to keep
them in backseat because, like small
children, they can be injured by front-
seat airbags.

Don’t allow pets to stick their heads
out of the window. Dogs and cats
should be kept inside the car. Pets
who stick their heads out the window
are exposed to dangerous debris that
can cause injury, and in colder cli-

mates, air can be forced into their
lungs, causing illness. Also, never
transport a pet in the back of an open
pickup truck.

Plan rest stops ahead of time. Plan
rest stops ahead of traveling to allow
your pet to stretch, eliminate, and
hydrate. Pets can easily become de-
hydrated on long road trips, so bring
along a portable bowl and frequently
stop to let your pet drink.

Equip your pet with identification.
Make sure your pet has a collar, ID
tag, and leash, and never let them
leave the car without it. Consider
microchipping your pet ahead of
travel. That way, a simple scan can
identify you as their owner if they
become lost.

Never leave your pet alone in a car.
Excessively cold or hot temperatures
can pose serious health hazards for
pets, including hypothermia or heat
stroke. Be sure to keep your pet su-
pervised at all times while traveling
(even if that means taking turns with
a friend or family member at a rest
stop).

Stick to their normal diet. Changes
in diet can cause GI distress in pets.
Bring bottled water and your pet’s
food from home to avoid digestive
upset.

Air Travel
There are certain dog and cat breeds

that are particularly susceptible to the
hazards that air travel can bring, such
as bulldogs, pugs, Boston terriers,
and Himalayan and Persian cats.
These brachycephalic animals have
short nasal passages and more nar-
row airways, which puts them at higher
risk for breathing difficulty and heat
stroke, especially in poorly ventilated
or temperature controlled areas.

If traveling by plane…
Opt for cabin over cargo, if pos-

sible. Most airlines allow cats or small
dogs in the cabin for an additional
fee. There are limits to the number of
animals permitted in the cabin, so
make reservations well in advance.

Use direct flights. Transferring
flights can be stressful for both you
and your pet. This is especially true if
your pet must travel in the cargo hold.
If cargo is the case, and you will be
traveling in summer or winter months,
choose flights that will accommodate
temperature extremes. For example,
in summer months, early morning or
late evening flights are best; in the
winter, choose mid-afternoon flights.

Acclimate your pet to the carrier.
Give your pet several weeks to be-
come familiar with the travel carrier.
Hard carriers usually come in two
pieces, so try placing your pet’s bed-
ding in the bottom piece—with the
top detached—to make your pet feel
comfortable.

Attach a travel label to your carrier.
Mix-ups can happen. Equip the car-
rier with an identification label that
includes your name, permanent ad-
dress, telephone number, final desti-
nation, and where you or a contact
person can be reached as soon as the
flight arrives.

Refrain from feeding before the
flight. A full stomach might cause
your pet to be uncomfortable during
travel, so refrain from feeding them
two to four hours before a flight.
However, you should give your pet
water right up to your travel time.
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Bramnick: Democrats Are Ignoring
New Jersey’s Highest Priorities
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TRENTON, N.J. – Assembly Re-
publican Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick wants to know when Demo-
crats will address the most important
issues facing New Jersey. While polls
have consistently shown for years
that people are most concerned about
high taxes, the majority has a differ-
ent agenda.

“New Jerseyans cannot possibly
believe the Democrats’ agenda are
New Jersey’s highest priorities,”  Mr.
Bramnick said. “The Legislature
didn’t have a voting session in six
months. And when we returned the
Democrats posted bills giving crimi-
nals voting rights and financial aid,
driver’s licenses for undocumented
immigrants, and make independent
contracts jobless.”

Mr. Bramnick and Republicans
have continually advocated for ad-
dressing the top concerns in New
Jersey, such as lowering property

taxes, improving New Jersey’s busi-
ness environment, stopping high-den-
sity housing mandates, and making
the state affordable for all.

“The question is whether Demo-
crats in Trenton are addressing the
most important issues,” Mr.  Bramnick
said. “I don’t think they are, and the
majority of New Jersey doesn’t ei-
ther.”

A Monmouth University poll found
that most respondents name property
taxes as the most important issue fac-
ing New Jersey, along with income
taxes, taxes and the cost of living in
general. An NJBIA-Rutgers poll had
similar results, with approximately
80 percent of respondents saying they
pay more in taxes than they get in
return, and listing property taxes as
the main problem. The same amount
of people believe the government is
not doing enough to solve that prob-
lem; their biggest concern.
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– Obituaries –

Garden Historian to Discuss
Med. Plants of the Civil War
CRANFORD — The Hanson Park

Conservancy will welcome garden
historian Lesley Parness for a special
presentation on Tuesday, January 14,
at 7 p.m., entitled “Medicinal Plants
of the Civil War.” Free and open to
the public, this program will be held
at the Cranford Community Center.

Could plants have played a role in
the outcome of the Civil War? At-
tendees will learn how important
plants were in every aspect of this
conflict, on battlefields and home
fronts of both the North and the South.
More than 30 plants will be discussed
and their medicinal properties noted.

“Receipts,” or recipes, are included
for popular herbal remedies such as
horehound lozenges and witch hazel
tonic. Audiences are often surprised
to learn how many “Civil War” plants
they are already growing, and the
haunting historic images create a com-
pelling tale of interest to history buffs
and gardeners alike.

Ms. Parness is the retired superin-

tendent of horticultural education at
New Jersey’s Morris County Park
Commission, where she oversaw pro-
gramming at The Frelinghuysen Ar-
boretum, Willowwood Arboretum and
Bamboo Brook Outdoor Education
Center. She is a member of the Herb
Society of America, The Council on
Horticultural and Botanical Literature,
and Garden State Gardens, a consor-
tium of New Jersey’s public gardens,
of which she is a founding member.

The Cranford Community Center is
located at 220 Walnut Avenue. No
registration is required, but seating is
available on a first-come, first-served
basis. This presentation is sponsored
by the Hanson Park Conservancy. To
learn more, visit the Conservancy’s
website, hansonparkconservancy.com,
or like the organization on Facebook.

This history program is made pos-
sible in part by a 2019 HEART (His-
tory, Education, Arts Reaching Thou-
sands) Grant from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

Catherine Ruth Wallack
As the winter’s first snow silently

swirled around, Catherine “Katie”
(Dudack) Wallack, 95, of Niantic,
Conn., slipped peacefully away on
Monday, December 2, 2019, to be-
come one of heaven’s newest angels.
There is no doubt she was welcomed
with loving arms by her late hus-
band, Peter Wallack, to whom she
was married for 66 wonderful years.

A Mass of Christian Burial was

celebrated at 10:30 a.m. on Mon-
day, December 9, 2019, at St. Agnes
Roman Catholic Church, 22 Haigh
Avenue, Niantic, CT 06357. A
viewing was held from 5 to 7 p.m.
on Sunday, December 8, at Tho-
mas Neilan & Sons Funeral Home,
48 Grand Street, Niantic, CT
06357. Kindly omit flowers. Visit
www.neilanfuneralhome.com.

December 12, 2019

Glen Leona Mako
Chemist, Teacher, Mother

SUCCESSFUL FOOD DRIVE...Westfield citizens demonstrated their support
for the recent Scouting for Food campaign by donating more than 4,000 bags of
food to benefit those in need. Pictured, Scouts assist donors in bringing food from
cars for sorting.

Scouts Collect Over 4,000
Bags of Food For Needy

WESTFIELD — Boy Scouts and
Cub Scouts and their leaders col-
lected more than 4,000 bags of food
donated by the citizens of Westfield
on November 9.

The Scouting for Food campaign
is an annual collection of food do-
nated to the Holy Trinity Food Pan-
try. More than 100,000 food items
were donated, and then sorted and
shelved by the Scouts.

The collected food will be di-

rected to families in need through-
out the holiday season. Boy Scout
Troop 73, sponsored by Holy Trin-
ity, participated in the food drive.

This is one of the most important
service projects conducted by the
Scouts each year to help Westfield
and surrounding communities. Any-
one interested in learning more
about or joining Troop 73 is invited
to contact Scoutmaster Rob Lang at
cowboyflint@troop73nj.org.

Glen Leona Mako, 93, matriarch of
the Mako clan, passed peacefully in
the early morning hours of Wednes-
day, October 30, in her Pearisburg, Va.
home that she and her husband, Elias
(Red), built in 1998. Her home in the
mountains was a glorious expression
of her artistic, whimsical spirit. She
and her husband hosted many a fabu-
lous fest there. Holidays, especially
the Fourth of July with fireworks, were
legendary. People and pets came from
near and far to camp and partake of
food, music and good times.

Glen was born in Cleveland
Heights, Ohio, daughter of George
and Harriet Schafer. Babe (as her
folks called her) was an educated
woman and intellect. She received
her Bachelor of Science from Case
Western Reserve in Chemistry, then
her Master’s degree, also from Case
Western Reserve. It is there she met
her husband, also a chemist. On the
birth of her first son, Elias, the birth
certificate listed her occupation as
“housewife,” which she promptly
crossed out and wrote “chemist”!

They moved to Philadelphia, Pa.,
Beverly, N.J., then to Westfield, N.J.,
with their five sons. Their home was
a popular meeting place and haven
for many. Glen and Red had a lot of
heart and were both generous and
caring people. She became a chemis-
try teacher at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School and president of the
Teachers’ Union, where her students
remembered her fondly. One of them
called her last Fourth of July, 40 years
later, much to her surprise!

She traveled widely, and took her
sons and granddaughters to Europe,
Central America and, remarkably,
camping in South Korea with her son,

Gary! She drove her granddaughter
Ele across country in 2014. Always
questing for knowledge, she traveled
for sabbaticals to Hawaii, Alaska and
England.

Glen was a member of the Giles
County Book Club and the Garden
Club. She attended political lectures
at Blacksburg University, being av-
idly interested in world events. Her
vast library contains books on botany,
political thought, mystical teachings,
archaeology, cookbooks, and poetry
from all over the world.

Glen’s home, garden and paintings
reflected her nature-loving spirit. Her
sons actively participated in the dra-
matic design of her home, which en-
veloped nature with its spacious sky-
lights, decks and windows. Glen was a
beauty lover and seeker, whether in
the great museums of the world or the
local thrift shops. She painted and
created numerous paintings of flow-
ers. She was a ferocious domino player!

Glen loved Pearisburg. She loved
the mountains and the seasons, the
many local friends she made. She
welcomed adventure and change, and
imbued that spirit in her sons. She
was open minded and welcomed all
in her home.

She leaves her sons, Elias
(Mendham, N.J.), Chris (Walnutport,
Pa.) and Emery (Hope Valley, R.I.
and Pearisburg); her daughters-in-law,
Liza and Eva; her grandchildren,
Zach, Emery, Katherine, Eleonor,
Jessica, Chloe, Ellise and Louis, and
great-grandchildren, Lindsey, Ashley
and Oliver.

We miss and love you, Glen. There
will be a remembrance in the spring
in Pearisburg at the family farm.

December 12, 2019

Bert Singleton, 91, Research Chemist
With Merck, Rescue Squad Member
Bert Singleton, 91, passed away

on Saturday, November 30, at his
home in Westfield. Born in Manhat-
tan and raised in the
Bronx, he lived in
Westfield for more than
50 years, as well as in
Elizabeth, N.J., Argen-
tina and Brazil. Diane
Danziger Singleton, his
wife of more than 60
years, died in April 2017.

After attending the
Bronx High School of
Science, Bert earned a
bachelor’s and master’s
in chemical engineering,
along with a master’s in
organic chemistry, from Cornell Uni-
versity. He served as a specialist sec-
ond class in the U.S. Army Chem
Corps in 1953-55, then worked at
Merck as a research chemist for 35
years, retiring in 1990 as associate
director of analytical research. Fol-
lowing his retirement, he became a
member of the Westfield Volunteer

Rescue Squad, serving from 1990 to
1997 as an EMT, and from 1997 until
earlier this year as a dispatcher.

A gifted pianist, he per-
formed regularly at local
nursing homes. An avid
tennis player, he played
for many years at the
courts in Tamaques Park.
He also served as a mem-
ber and treasurer of the
Westfield Adult School
Board of Directors.

A devoted husband
and father, he is sur-
vived by his daughter
Judy of Rocky Hill, N.J.,
and his daughter Ruth

(and her husband, Jay Korman) of
New York City.

Services were held at Menorah
Chapels at Millburn on Wednesday,
December 4. Donations in his memory
can be made to Doctors Without Bor-
ders or the Westfield Volunteer Res-
cue Squad.
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Bert Singleton

Trinity Collecting Donations
To Benefit ‘Animal Project’
CRANFORD — The Trinity

Episcopal Church, located at 119
Forest Avenue, Cranford, is col-
lecting money for the Episcopal
Relief & Development (ERD)
“Animal Project” program through
Sunday, December 22.

“Almost one billion people are
affected by chronic hunger. The
ERD Animal Project gives families
and communities healthy animals –
goats, chickens, pigs and cows –
that can help generate income from
the sale of products such as milk
and cheese,” said Father Andy
Kruger, Trinity Episcopal Church
rector. “Our goal is to buy two sheep
and two goats this year.

“We invite everyone to join us in
helping this life-enhancing and eco-
nomic project,” he continued.

Donations, made payable to
“Episcopal Relief and Develop-
ment,” can be mailed to the church
or dropped off at the church on
Sunday mornings or at the church
office in Witherington Hall. For
more information, call Marion at
(908) 245-1892.

Episcopal Relief & Develop-

ment, started in 1940, is the com-
passionate response of The Epis-
copal Church to human suffering
in the world. Hearing God’s call to
seek and serve Christ in all persons
and to respect the dignity of every
human being, Episcopal Relief &
Development serves to bring to-
gether the generosity of Episcopa-
lians and others with the needs of
the world.

Trinity Episcopal  Church,
founded in 1872, is a faith-based
family that welcomes all people
and strives to “know Christ and to
make the Lord known through faith,
love, and service.”

Sunday services are at 8 a.m. and
10 a.m. For more information about
Trinity, call (908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/.

Trinity also provides Trinity
Episcopal Day School (TEDS), a
state-licensed facility serving chil-
dren from 2½ years through kin-
dergarten. For more information
about TEDS, call (908) 276-2881
or visit tedscranford.org.

Temple Men’s Club
To Hold Blood Drive
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Men’s

Club of Congregation Beth Israel will
hold a blood drive this Sunday, De-
cember 15, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., at
the synagogue.

Run by Community Blood Services
of New Jersey, the drive is open to
anyone in the community, age 18 or
older, who is medically eligible to
donate blood. No pre-registration is
required.

The Men’s Club of Congregation
Beth Israel hosts a winter and spring
blood drive annually.

Congregation Beth Israel is located
at 18 Shalom Way, at the corner of
Martine Avenue, in Scotch Plains.
The drive will be held in the blood-
mobile stationed in the synagogue’s
parking lot adjacent to its building.

For more information, contact the
synagogue office at (908) 889-1830
or Community Blood Services of New
Jersey at (201) 251-3703.

Pay Tribute to

Your Loved One

goleader.com/form/obituary

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
goleader.com/form/classified

Library to Present
Reading Challenge

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library will offer its first-ever
Winter Reading Challenge from Sat-
urday, December 21, through Satur-
day, February 1.

The library will participate in
Beanstack’s Third Annual Winter
Reading Challenge, sponsored by
Penguin Random House (PRH). Li-
brary patrons will be challenged to
read at least 5,000 minutes during the
month and keep track of their reading
on the library’s Beanstack site at
cranfordlibrary.beanstack.org or
through the Beanstack Tracker app.

Hundreds of libraries and schools
across the nation will encourage their
communities to read a target number
of minutes and books. Top-perform-
ing libraries and schools will earn the
Golden Penguin and Random House
awards. PRH pledges to donate
$50,000 in prizes, including author
visits and new books, to be shared
among the winners.

The Cranford Public Library is lo-
cated at 224 Walnut Avenue. Addi-
tional activities are planned at the
library during January and February.
For information on all library pro-
grams, visit cranfordlibrary.org.

PRECIOUS LITTLE ONES...The Trinity Episcopal Church in Cranford is
seeking donations to support the Episcopal Relief & Development “Animal
Project,” through which goats, chickens, pigs and cows are given to families
and communities to help generate income. Contributions are being accepted
now through Sunday, December 22.

Westfield, Summit Among
Area Blood Drive Sites

COUNTY — According to the
American Red Cross, between
Thanksgiving and Christmas, more
than 1 million units of blood could
be transfused in the United States.
Despite this constant need, busy holi-
day schedules make it difficult for
the American Red Cross to collect
enough blood to meet those patient
needs. Donors of all blood types,
especially type O, are urgently
needed. In Union County, blood
drives are scheduled as follows:

Monday, December 16, 2 to 7 p.m.,
American Red Cross-New Jersey
Crossroads Chapter, 695 Springfield
Avenue, Summit, and 2:30 to 7:30
p.m., The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, 140 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield.

Friday, December 27, 9 a.m. to 2
p.m., Knights of Columbus, 80 W.
Inman Avenue, Rahway.

Monday, December 30, 2 to 7 p.m.,
Chestnut Street Community Church,
303 Chestnut Street, Roselle.

In appreciation for helping meet
the urgent need, those who give

blood or platelets now through
Wednesday, December 18, will re-
ceive a $5 Amazon.com Gift Card
via email, courtesy of Suburban
Propane. Restrictions apply; see
amazon.com/gc-legal. More infor-
mation and details are available at
RedCrossBlood.org/Thanks.

Donors can download the Ameri-
can Red Cross Blood Donor App,
visit RedCrossBlood.org, call 1-
(800)-RED CROSS (1-(800)-733-
2767) or enable the Blood Donor
Skill on any Alexa Echo device to
make an appointment or obtain more
information. All blood types are
needed to ensure a reliable supply for
patients. A blood donor card or
driver’s license or two other forms of
identification are required at check-
in. Individuals who are 17 years of
age in most states (16 with parental
consent where allowed by state law),
weigh at least 110 pounds and are in
generally good health may be eligible
to donate blood. High-school students
and other donors 18 years of age and
younger also have to meet certain
height and weight requirements.

Blood and platelet donors can save
time at their next donation by using
RapidPass® to complete their pre-
donation reading and health history
questionnaire online, on the day of
their donation, before arriving at the
blood drive. To get started, follow
the instructions at
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass or
use the Blood Donor App.
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It’s your Library … make the most of it 

 It’s your Library …  

make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street   

Westfield, NJ  07090  

www.wmlnj.org 

Open to WML and MURAL  

cardholders. Sign up online at 

www.wmlnj.org and click on the 

Calendar link, or call 908.789.4090 

option 0. 

Winter Holidays 

With Judith Krall-Russo 

At the Westfield Memorial Library 
On Tuesday, December 17 at 7:00 pm 

Learn about the history, customs, and foods of 
various winter celebrations including Christmas, 
the Winter Solstice, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Twelfth 
Night, and more! Learn how current and ancient 
cultures celebrate the winter months from Judith 
Krall-Russo, educator, food historian and tea  
specialist. Her talks are always informative,  
entertaining and fun! 

IHM to Offer Healing Mass,
Advent, Christmas Events

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Im-
maculate Heart of Mary (IHM) Par-
ish will host a Healing Mass, or
Mass of Anointing, this Saturday,
December 14, at 11 a.m., in the Main
Church. IHM is located at 1571 South
Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains.

The sacrament termed “Anoint-
ing of the Sick” is normally associ-
ated with the terminally ill. How-
ever, this Mass represents a broader
outreach to those who are troubled
in body, mind and spirit. As such, it
takes a holistic approach towards
the well-being of the individual in a
communal setting that acknowl-
edges the need for healing, forgive-
ness and acceptance by God and by
one another.

Healing, and the peace it brings, is
but another step in the journey of the
Advent season leading up to Christ-
mas. Although the Mass is a reli-
gious celebration, it is free and open
to all who feel a need for healing.

Continuing a tradition which origi-
nated in 19th-century England,
IHM’s choirs will present “Lessons
and Carols” on Sunday, December
22, at 6:30 p.m., in the Main Church.
Combining Scripture readings with
hymns of the season, the program
will offer an opportunity to take a
step back to relax and reflect as
Christmas nears. The event is free,
although free-will offerings would

be gratefully accepted.
All in the community additionally

are invited to “come home” for
IHM’s celebration of the feast of
Christmas. On Tuesday, December
24, the parish will present a depic-
tion of the nativity by its youngest
members at 3:30 p.m., followed by
Mass at 4 p.m. Additional Masses
will be celebrated at 6 p.m. and 10:30
p.m. on Christmas Eve.

On Christmas Day, Wednesday,
December 25, Mass will be offered
at 9 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and noon.

For additional information and di-
rections, call the Parish Office at
(908) 889-2100 or see the parish
website, ihmparish.net.

Religious School Plans
Hanukkah Party

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Congre-
gation Beth Israel Religious School
will hold a community-wide Hanuk-
kah Party on Wednesday, December
18, from 5:15 to 7 p.m. The celebra-
tion is free and open to the public.

The evening will feature games,
arts and crafts, and music. In addi-
tion, traditional potato latkes and
other kid-friendly food will be
served. The Bible Players will per-
form an interactive retelling of the
Hanukkah story.

“We look forward to bringing our
community and guests together for
this celebration,” said Lev Metz,
director of Congregational Learn-
ing and Engagement at Congrega-
tion Beth Israel. “This is a great
opportunity to experience the joy of
the holiday and showcase the learn-
ing of our Religious School classes.”

Congregation Beth Israel has been
recognized as an ABLE Awarded
Congregation by the Jewish Fed-
eration of Greater MetroWest for
its commitment to inclusion and ac-
commodation for all its members.

Congregation Beth Israel is located
at 18 Shalom Way, at the corner of
Martine Avenue, in Scotch Plains. To
RSVP for the Hanukkah Party, visit
cbinj.org. For more information or to
request an accommodation, contact
Lev Metz at Lev@CBIsp.org or at
(908) 889-1830.

Christmas Show to Be
Saturday at FUMC

WESTFIELD — The First United
Methodist Church Westfield invites
everyone to its third annual Commu-
nity Christmas Show this Saturday,
December 14, at 4 p.m.

This free, musical variety show will
spotlight multigenerational talent and
aspiring musicians from Westfield and
the surrounding areas. The show will
feature many different music styles
and genres, including traditional,
popular, jazz and Broadway.

Following this fun, one-hour show,
attendees are invited to stay for some
complimentary light refreshments.
For information on other local holi-
day events, go to
christmasinwestfield.com. Historical Soc. Seeks

Gift-Wrap Volunteers
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Historical Society is seeking volun-
teers to wrap gifts at the Lord &
Taylor store in Westfield during the
month of December as a fundraiser.
Wrapping supplies are provided. In-
terested persons are asked to sign up
for a two-hour shift or more. To sign
up, visit signupgenius.com/go/
508044faca62ea3fd0-gift1.

Westfield Library to Host
Winter Holidays Program

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present a pro-
gram on all the winter holidays on
Tuesday, December 17, at 7 p.m.
The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street.

When winter days are short and
the nights are long, people have tra-
ditionally gathered to celebrate many
different kinds of holidays. Judith
Krall-Russo, food historian and cer-
tified tea specialist, as well as an
educator and restaurant consultant,
will speak about the history, customs
and foods of various winter celebra-
tions. These include Christmas, the
Winter Solstice, Hanukkah,
Kwanzaa and Twelfth Night, among
others.

Ms. Krall-Russo will explain how
current and ancient cultures have
celebrated and currently celebrate
the winter months. During her talk,
she will share stories laced with hu-
mor and surprising detail.

The program is free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 40-plus

libraries that are part of the
Middlesex Union Reciprocal Agree-
ment Libraries. Interested persons
are encouraged to check the
Westfield Memorial Library’s
website, wmlnj.org, to see if their
library is a MURAL participant.

To register for the Winter Holi-
days program, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or call
(908) 789-4090, option 0.

Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5
p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5
p.m. on Sunday. The library will be
closed Tuesday and Wednesday,
December 24 and 25, for Christmas;
it will close at 3 p.m. on Tuesday,
December 31, for New Year’s Eve,
and will be closed Wednesday, Janu-
ary 1, for New Year’s Day.

For more information about library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter, “Li-
brary Loop,” or stop by the library
for a copy of its award-winning, quar-
terly newsletter, “Take Note.”

Best Friend Holding Sale
At Shop During December

SCOTCH PLAINS — Best Friend
Dog and Animal Adoption has an-
nounced it will feature a 60-percent-
off sale on most merchandise in its
thrift store throughout December.
Some exceptions apply.

An open house will be held at the
shop this Saturday, December 14.
Light refreshments will be served.
The store is located at 1750 East
Second Street, Scotch Plains. It is
open Tuesday, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.;
Wednesday through Saturday, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., and Sundays, December 15
and 22, noon to 4 p.m.

The Best Friend Rescue group is a
not-for-profit organization run solely
by volunteers. Proceeds from sales at
the thrift shop support the care of
homeless animals.

Brand-new scarves, shawls, gloves,
socks, belts, leggings and jewelry are
available for sale, along with many
one-of-a-kind items, collectibles, pet
products, books, pictures, holiday
merchandise and knickknacks, among
multiple other wares carried in the
thrift shop.

The shop is accepting donations of

much-needed canned and dry cat food,
as well as clumping litter, for their
foster animals in need, but no fish.
New volunteers are always welcome
for the shop and on adoption days.

Besides the thrift shop, Best Friend
volunteers can be found at the Cat
Adoption Center, located at 410
Springfield Avenue, Berkeley Heights,
on Saturdays for cat/kitten adoptions.
Pet photos with Santa will be taken at
the same location on December 14.

Best Friend has several kittens and
several dogs in its care that need
loving homes.

For more information, call (908)
322-2502 or visit pets awaiting per-
manent homes at bfdaaa.com. Mon-
etary donations are urgently needed
and appreciated. Donations may be
mailed to: Best Friend, P.O. Box 335,
Cranford, N.J. 07016.

USDA
Prime

389 Park Avenue Scotch Plains

908-322-7126

Order Early For

Your Holiday Dinner!

PRIME
RIB

ROAST
(1st cut)

 Aged to perfection.
No finer Prime Rib anywhere.

PRIME FILET MIGNON

ELEGANT CROWN ROAST
(Lamb or Pork)

HOW TO COOK & CARVE

Old Fashioned Custom Cuts & Personalized Service

A REAL BUTCHER SHOP

See our video at www.johnsmarket.com

Trinity to Celebrate Elevation
Of Father Kruger to Rector

CRANFORD — The Vestry of the
Trinity Episcopal Church, located at
119 Forest Avenue, Cranford, has
unanimously approved the Rever-
end Andrew Kruger’s
elevation from
Trinity’s Priest-in-
Charge to Rector of
Trinity. The decision
received enthusiastic
support from the Right
Reverend William H.
Stokes, the 12th
Bishop of the Diocese
of New Jersey. As Rec-
tor, Father Kruger now
has tenure as Trinity’s
priest.

“We have been very
blessed by Father
Andy’s leadership in
our worship of God and our service to
others in his two-plus years at Trinity.
It is very fitting that he becomes only
the 19th Rector in Trinity’s 147-year
history,” said John Beier, Trinity’s
Senior Warden.

“I am truly humbled by this honor
and I am excited by the future of our
shared ministry together serving Jesus
Christ’s call to discipleship,” said

Father Kruger.
To celebrate Father Kruger’s eleva-

tion, a Taizé-style Vespers or Evensong
service will be held on Friday, Decem-

ber 13, at 7:30 p.m. A
reception will follow.
“The Taizé form of wor-
ship originated in the
ecumenical monastic or-
der in Taizé, France. It
utilizes short, repetitive
chants and periods of
silence to nurture a quiet
meditative space for us
to encounter God,” said
Father Kruger.

The church will be
decorated with Taizé-in-
spired elements to create
an environment of inti-
macy. All are welcome.

Sunday services, celebrated by Fa-
ther Kruger, are at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
In addition, from Tuesday to Friday,
the Daily Offices of Morning and
Evening Prayer are led by Father
Kruger in the Witherington Chapel at
8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m., respectively.
For more information about Trinity,
call (908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/.

Rev. Andrew Kruger
ROTARY GUEST...Helen Rentoulis, left, owner of Vicki’s Diner in downtown
Westfield, was the guest speaker for the Rotary Club of Westfield at its November
12 luncheon. She is pictured with Ray Kostyack and Club President Liz Ensslin.

Owner of Vicki’s Diner
Speaks to Rotary Club

WESTFIELD — Helen Rentoulis,
the owner of Vicki’s Diner in down-
town Westfield, spoke to the Rotary
Club of Westfield at the Addams Tav-
ern luncheon on November 12.

Her husband, Peter, came from
Greece at the age of 14 by himself.
After working hard for many years,
the couple eventually purchased the
Lido Diner on Route 22. As a young
waitress at a diner in Hillside, Mrs.
Rentoulis had often served New York
Yankees Hall of Fame inductees Joe
DiMaggio and Phil Rizzuto. In Sep-
tember of 1999, Mr. and Mrs. Rentoulis
sold the Lido Diner and purchased
Vicki’s Diner at 110 East Broad Street.

The couple is known for their per-
sonal service and charitable works in
town. They go through 30,000 eggs
and 300 pounds of bacon every week,
and have many regulars. For many
years they delivered dinners to shut-
ins, but more recently have focused
on delivering food — including tur-
keys — to the St. Joseph Social Ser-
vice Center in Elizabeth.

In 2004 Peter and Helen Rentoulis
were awarded the Rotary Jimmy
Coventry Award, which is given to
local businesses that demonstrate
excellence in business and high ethi-
cal values.

Rotarian Ray Kostyack’s father
owned the restaurant “Ray’s” in down-
town Westfield at the corner of Central
and North Avenues. Mr. Kostyack vol-
unteers to help the St. Joseph Social
Service Center, including cooking tur-
keys every Thanksgiving. Rotary Club
President Liz Ensslin has focused the
club activities on food insecurity this
year, and has run two projects that
made 1,600 sandwiches which have
been donated to “St. Joe’s.”

Bernadette Murphy is director of
the St. Joseph Social Service Center,
which provides food assistance, health

services, employment assistance,
counseling services and children’s
programs, including school supplies
and summer sleep-away camp. The
center also offers job-hunting skills,
houses the homeless and runs a soup
kitchen. It has a daily sandwich pro-
gram, and also provides food for 250
people every Saturday; monthly food
bags for 400 to 500 families, and 700
bags of food at Thanksgiving. For
more information on the St. Joseph
Social Service Center, visit sjeliz.org.

The Rotary Club of Westfield meets
on Tuesdays for lunch, and guests are
always welcome. Further information
is available at westfieldrotary.com or
by contacting Club Secretary Michael
Hart at drmhart@yahoo.com.

Christmas Concert
To Be on Saturday

SCOTCH PLAINS — St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church will present its 17th
Annual Parish Christmas Concert this
Saturday, December 14, at 7 p.m.

Prelude music by local bluegrass
group Dollr Hollr will commence at
6:30 p.m. The main concert will be-
gin at 7 p.m.

The adult and children’s choirs will
perform with a chamber orchestra, a
contemporary band and special
guests, with the program enhanced by
the acoustics of the church.

Concert-goers will have an oppor-
tunity to enjoy old, familiar carols,
contemporary holiday tunes and un-
expected arrangements of traditional
songs, as well as a sing-along portion.

Admission to the concert is free,
but a suggested $10 donation will
support the parish’s music ministry.
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Church
is located at 2032 Westfield Avenue,
Scotch Plains.

Westfield Area Y Men’s Club
Continuing Annual Tree Sale

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Y Men’s Club is continuing
its Annual Christmas Tree Sale, a
community tradition since 1947.
All proceeds benefit local chari-
ties and organizations.

This year’s tree selection in-
cludes top-quality Fraser Firs and
Balsam Firs. Sizes range from
three-foot “table top” Balsams all
the way up to 12-foot Balsams.
Also featured this year is a new
hybrid tree called a “Fralsam,”
which is grown in Vermont and
combines the needle longevity of a
Fraser with the evergreen smell of
a Balsam. Wreaths, evergreen rop-
ing, grave covers and tree stands
also are available.

The tree lot is located on the Elm
Street Athletic Field, across from
Stop & Shop. The sale continues
through Monday, December 23, or
until the trees run out. Lot hours
are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturdays
and Sundays, and 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.

Selling Christmas trees has been
the club’s primary fund-raising
method. Since its inception, the Y’s
Men have raised more than $2.5
million for community charitable
donations. Some of the many orga-

nizations that have benefited from
the money raised include the
Westfield United Fund, Caring Con-
tact, Children’s Specialized Hospi-
tal, Imagine, Resolve Community
Counseling Center, Scotch Plains
and Westfield Rescue Squads,
Westfield Crew, Master Gardeners
Club and the Westfield Area YMCA.

Volunteer opportunities are avail-
able, including for youth groups
and others looking to help out in
the community.

For more information, visit https:/
/www.westfieldynj.org/get-in-
volved/community-partners/ys-
mens-club/ or visit the club on
Facebook at Westfield Area Y’s
Men’s Club Christmas Tree Sale.
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RETURNERS - DOBOSIEWICZ, LISANTI, KREUSSER, KLAG

Blue Devil Lady Cagers Return
Bulk of Team & Youth Talent

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

History was made last year when
the Westfield High School girls bas-
ketball team knocked off Roselle
Catholic twice during the regular sea-
son and again in the Union County
Tournament (UCT) semifinals, which
was the first time ever that they took
out the Lady Lions three times in one
season, and they achieved it with a
predominantly young squad that fin-

ished with an 18-9 record. Although a
pair of key seniors have graduated,
that young squad returns this season
and those vacancies should be filled
in with a smooth transition.

Sam Stravach and Lily Maz, who
have graduated, were the team lead-
ers last year and according to Head
Coach Liz McKeon, “If I have learned
anything, it’s tough to replace any-
body but the good thing is that I have
been lucky enough is they play as a

team. There’s no one we need to fill in
for. It’s just everyone stepping up to a
different role. We got the majority of
our team back but we also have some
young girls who are rising to the occa-
sion as well.”

Senior Faith Dobosiewicz, a Sec-
ond Team All-State soccer player this
fall, will be a solid wall again on the
court. Her toughness really sparkled
in the tough games, especially in the

SRS - KANTERMAN, McLEAN, NOCK, FERNANDEZ, KALNINS

Depth in Lineup Could Benefit
Cougar Matmen This Season

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Team depth provided by a very
strong PAL program has been a major
factor why the Cranford High School
wrestling team, despite graduating a
number of talented athletes through
those years, had been able to win five
straight Union County Tournament
(UCT) titles. Nothing has really
changed this season. Several fine ath-
letes have graduated but the Cougars
will have talented wrestlers to fill in
those vacated slots.

“That’s important to have that kind
of depth,” Cougar Head Coach Pat
Gorman said. “This year we have 11
freshmen, so where we have guys
who have been around starting on
varsity, we have newer guys starting

right behind them. And a lot of those
guys have wrestled for years in the
program, so if they are not starting as
freshmen, they are going to be mak-
ing an impact as sophomores. Now
the kids that were freshmen are sopho-
mores and they will be jumping in the
lineup.”

Last year the Cougars may have
been considered to finish either sec-
ond or third in the UCT but a super
performance throughout the entire
lineup earned them their fifth straight
title. The Cougars went on to advance
to the semifinal round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tourna-
ment and finished with a 15-5 record.

This season the Cougars have only
five seniors in the starting lineup with
Evan Kanterman (170-lbs), Justin

Alpaugh-McLean (182-lbs), Max
Nock (160-lbs), Pat Kalnins (120-
lbs) and Will Fernandez (113-lbs) but
they also return a number of sopho-
mores and juniors with varsity expe-
rience.

“We are not real senior heavy but
we have a lot of guys with experi-
ence,” Coach Gorman commented.

Last year Kanterman, who played
defense on the football team, com-
peted at 170-lbs and placed second in
the UCT, third in the district and fifth
in the region to finish with a 31-10
record. Alpaugh-McLean competed at
182-lbs and placed fifth in the UCT
and third in the district to finish 19-15.

“We definitely have a good outlook
for this year. We are holding the bar

BOWLES, ROBINSON, LARMORE EXPECTED TO EXCEL

Raiders Return Experienced
Group of Wrestlers This Year

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One year more of varsity experi-
ence may pay off for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling team
this season. Last year the Raiders
began with a handful of seasoned
wrestlers and the remainder were
thrown into a baptism by fire but
fared well by winning 11 of their final
12 regular-season matches to receive
the sixth seed for the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 Tournament and
finish with a 16-12 record.

The Raiders graduated three of their
best wrestlers with Alex Oslislo, Zach
Zimmerman and Eddie Smith, all up-
per weight wrestlers, but have what

Head Coach Marc Fabiano believes to
be worthy athletes to fill in the vacan-
cies. Additionally the Raiders have
depth and several athletes from the
football team to go with two region
qualifiers and an NJSIAA qualifier.

“This year again, another solid big
room. We have about 60 kids but the
best thing is we have a lot of returners
that were behind a lot of our upper
classmen studs, Eddie Smith, Zach
Zimmerman, Alex Oslislo. They were
wrestlers that couldn’t crack the lineup
but right now just as good as those
guys. We are returning a very strong
class,” Coach Fabiano said.

Of that group filling those upper
weight vacancies will be junior Larry

Shoyoye a defensive lineman on the
football team, who will slip into the
220-lb slot. Sophomores Rob
Mehorter and Rob Lerner will fill the
182-lb and 195-lb slots, respectively.

According to Coach Fabiano,
“Other guys in our lineup, who I think
are going to be big surprises this year
are in our upper weights. Larry
Shoyoye! Great football player, very
tough. He surprised a lot of people on
the football field this year and con-
tributed to the team’s success and a lot
of people are going to be surprised
when they see him on the mats this
year with what he can do.”

The Raiders return strength in the

David B. Corbin (February 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING TO GO TO AC AGAIN...Raider junior Brandon Bowles, top, who qualified for the NJSIAA Tournament in
Atlantic City last March at 113-lbs is looking to qualify once again this season at 120/126-lbs.

BLAZEK, PETGRAVE, CORREA RETURNING STARTERS

Cougar Cagers Look to Turn
Close Losses to Wins This Year

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Very close games defined the
Cranford High School boys basket-
ball team 2018/19 season and the
Cougars found themselves on the short
side of many of them but despite
having a multitude of juniors and

sophomores on the squad, they fin-
ished with a very competitive 11-12
record.

Last year the Cougars experienced
stinging losses to the Governor
Livingston Highlanders, 57-54, Hill-
side Comets, 62-60, Metuchen Bull-
dogs, 55-53, and Hanover Park Hor-

nets, 61-59. But the biggest burn came
in a 77-74, overtime setback to the
New Providence Pioneers in Cranford
where the Cougars overcame a 13-
point halftime deficit to send the game
into overtime.

“We had like six games we lost by

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RETURNING VARSITY BLUE DEVIL GIRLS...Pictured left to right are: Grace Klag, Caroline Dwyer, Chloe Kreusser,
Emma Pietrewicz, Charlotte Dursee and Ali Lisanti. Not pictured is senior Faith Dobosiewicz.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RETURNING VARSITY COUGAR BOYS...Pictured left to right are: Adam Kutzer, Arjun Petgrave, Dennis DeMarino,
Joe Carrea, Devin Haughey and Jack Connolly. Not in photo is senior Cole Blazek.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EXPECTED TO HAVE A GREAT SEASON...Cougar senior Evan Kanterman, front, is expected to have a fine season at
170/182-lbs. Last year Kanterman finished second in the UCT, third in the district and finished 32-11 at 170-lbs.
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Union County Wrestling
Preview – December 19 Issue
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Are You Minding

Your Business?

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.
Board Certified

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

www.lblacklaw.com
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Wills, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

Raider Swim Boys Need Depth;
Girls Return Experienced Cast

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys varsity swim team scored
big during the 2018-19 campaign.
The Raiders captured NJSIAA Tour-
nament, North Jersey, Section 2,
Group B crown with a 97-73 win over
Montgomery and advanced all the
way to the NJSIAA Group Tourna-
ment, Public B Final Round before
coming up short against Mainland
(98-72).

Josh Cohen, was a star in the 200-
freestyle, capping his great career by
winning the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) title setting a new meet
record (1:40.07) and shattering the
previous record he had set as a junior

(1:40.23). Cohen also won the 500-
freestyle (4:36.37) and was part of the
UCT champion teams in the 200-
freestyle relay and the 400-freestyle
relay. The Raiders will press forward
without their superstar as Cohen has
moved on to Georgia Tech Univer-
sity.

Additionally, Alan Shao, a UCT
champ in the 200-Individual Medley
(IM) (1:56.33) and the 100-butterfly
(52.69) also graduated leaving nu-
merous very big holes to fill. Head
Coach Jess Hulnik, entering her 25th
year at the helm of the program, re-
mains undaunted.

“We graduated a very strong class
and the beginning of this season will
be spent on trying to figure out who
goes where to maximize our potential
as a team. We are looking for kids to
step up and play some roles that they
did not have to play last year. Despite
graduation, we still have quite a bit of
versatility. We hope to keep teams
off-balance using that.”

Hulnik has several talented swim-

mers ready to make a splash. Corey
He, Aidan Trenery, Jason Mongiovi,
Sean Merkle, Lucas Route, Ethan
Morrobel, Matt London, Owen
Ferrone, Mike DePaola, Bradely
Frank and Owen Higinbotham are
names to watch.

Corey He already began making
his mark last season as a freshman. He
finished fifth in the 200-freestyle
(1:49.83) at the UCT behind Cohen
and figures as one of the favorites in
that event this year. He also took sixth
in the 500-freestyle (4:56.18) at coun-
ties, so he projects as the Raiders’ top
returning freestyler.

Trenery returns for his sophomore
season after claiming sixth in the 200-
IM (2:01.77) at the UCT. Trenery’s

time was only 5.44 seconds behind
Shao’s winning time of (1:56.33).

London, a junior, is the top return-
ing freestyle sprinter. London placed
fourth at counties in the 50-freestyle
(22.79) and fifth in the 100-freestyle
(50.54).

Hulnik sees no weaknesses in spe-
cific events but she knows she will
need several young swimmers to step
up and improve on their best efforts.

“Not so much events, but in terms
of providing depth. We are going to
need some kids, who may be fresh-
man or who are competing in new
events, to be able to get in there and
score points for us.”

The Raiders are already off to a fast
start, claiming a 92-78 victory over
Governor Livingston in their season
opener on December 3. London won
the 50-freestyle (23.06) and the 100-
freestyle (51.42) while Trenery won
the 200IM (2:03.39) and the 100-
backstroke (58.84). Mongiovi won
the 100-breaststroke (1:04.12). Corey
He took the 500-freestyle (5:05.59).

He, Frank, Mongiovi and London
posted a winning time of 1:35.18 in
the 200-free relay.

Last year was also highly success-
ful on the girls’ side with a fifth straight
UCT championship and a sectional
semi win over North Hunterdon be-
ing among the accomplishments. The
Raider girls return an experienced
cast of swimmers and set up as one of
the main contenders once again this
season.

“We have some great leadership in
our senior and junior class,” said
Hulnik. “Our sophomore class has a
year under their belt and knows what
to expect. We are pretty solid across
the board up top and are looking for
swimmers to step up in our outside

lanes in all events.”
Abby Ryan, Rachel Small, Nicole

Kenny, Julia Bonhote, Lily Hughes,
Chloe Howell, Aislinn Mooney, Sofia
Leonetti and Ava Mustacciuolo all
return for the Raiders after having
logged extensive laps last season.

Perhaps most encouraging is the
fact that so many top performers for
the Raiders last season came from a
very talented group of younger swim-
mers. Hughes was the UCT 100-back-
stroke champion with a time of 58.17.
Expect Hughes to be a frequent win-
ner in this event before she finishes
her Raider career.

Bonhote and Howell were also
freshmen phenoms. Bonhote special-
ized in the sprints and finished third at
counties in the 50-freestyle (25.02)
and fifth in the 100-freestyle (55.27).
Howell gives the Raiders a second
speedy sprinter having finished fourth,
by a hair, in the 50-freestyle (25.03)
and second in the 100-freestyle
(54.31). With New Providence champ
Sophia Kudryashova (50.70) having
graduated, Howell appears to be the
county favorite in this event.

Small returns for her junior season
after finishing fourth at counties in
the 100-freestyle (54.77) as a sopho-
more. Along with Bonhote and
Howell, Small gives Hulnik perhaps
the deepest group of sprinters the
county has to offer.

As sophomores, Ryan (1:10.42) and
Leonetti (1:10.65) provided third- and
fourth-place finishes in the 100-breast-
stroke during the county champion-
ships. Look for that junior duo to
battle each other as well as the rest of
the county for the top spot in that
event this season.

In the 500-freestyle, Mooney hopes
to improve upon her county final time
of 5:25.33 which earned her a fourth
last year as a freshman. She will in-
herit the mantle of top distance swim-
mer for the Raiders now that Caroline
Warren has graduated and swims for
MIT.

The UCT championship winning
200-freestyle relay team (Small,
Bonhote, Howell, Ryan) returns in-
tact. They figure to better their win-
ning time of 1:40.36 this season.

The Raider girls made waves in
their season opening win over Gover-
nor Livingston (100-70). Raider win-
ners included: 200-free Abby Ryan,
2:12:34, 200IM Mooney, 2:21:42 and
50-free Bonhote, 25:58. Small also
turned in a victory in the 100-free
(59:92).

David B. Corbin (December 2018) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADING THE SWEEP...Sofia Leonetti led a 1-2-3 sweep in the 100-breaststroke to put the Raiders in front 82-74 heading
into the final event, the 400-free relay when they took second to edge Chatham, 86-84, on December 12, 2018.

Cougar Boy Cagers Look to Turn Losses to Wins
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

less than three points. Almost every
loss except one I believe was single
digits. We were right in games and it
was a big difference from what’s hap-
pened in the past. Now they got to
learn in those close games how to win
them,” Cougar Head Coach Sean Trot-
ter suggested.

The Cougars did graduate three
fine leaders with Hunter Goff, Jeremy
Ruka and Kevin Donovan but there
still remains plenty of talent and team
depth to fill the vacancies.

“It’s going to hurt. Those three guys
were hard workers. They were lead-
ers. They did a lot for our team but we
are returning a lot too. We have a lot
of good sophomores, we have a lot of
good juniors and we are returning
Cole Blazek as a senior, so I’m ex-
cited for this year,” Coach Trotter
said.

Last year Blazek became known as
the “Chief Thief” because of his slight
of hand that reeled in 41 steals. Blazek,
a multi-sport athlete, also grabbed 86
rebounds and scored 141 points, in-
cluding 10 3-pointers, so his all-
around ability will be a boon to the
team.

“He’s a tough kid and he works
hard. He’s athletic, he’s a football
player and when he sees that ball, he
is going to go get it,” Coach Trotter
expressed.

Forward Arjun Petgrave, now a jun-

ior, certainly left a positive impres-
sion last year, not only for being sec-
ond on the team in scoring with 248
points, which included 52 free throws,
but also across the board. He was
hands on everywhere and led the team
with 201 rebounds, while creating 32
steals, dishing out 24 assists and add-
ing 11 blocks. In the wild overtime
game with New Providence, Petgrave,
a wide receiver on the football team,
pulled 14 rebounds.

“Arjun is the only guy we had here
who played as a freshman. It’s not
very common in Cranford for a guy to
be playing as a freshman,” Coach
Trotter pointed out. “He’s just a great
athlete. He loves the game and he’s
getting better every day. He’s as ath-
letic as it gets. He can jump out of the
gym. Now we got to see what he can
do as a junior.”

Also returning is junior guard Joe
Carrea, who has been a positive influ-
ence with his leadership abilities. Last
year Carrea pulled down 99 rebounds.
He scored 105 points and added 20
assists, 17 steals and a pair of blocked
shots.

“Joe is a kid who is tough to take off
the court. He’s that guy who might not
light up your stat sheet but he’s the
hardest worker out here. He gets our
offense and defense going. He’s got
more passion than any guy that I’ve
seen,” Coach Trotter said.

Others who experienced a lot of
varsity time last year are juniors Den-
nis DeMarino (guard), Devin Haughey
(center), Jack Connolly (forward) and
Adam Kutzer (forward).

“We got a few guys returning, Den-
nis DeMarino, Devin Haughey, Jack
Connolly who came off the bench as
well and got some time with us,”
Coach Trotter commented.

But the Cougars also have a wealth
of younger players who are hungry to
break into the starting lineup or, at
least, experience ample court time.

“We have a great group of sopho-
mores between Liam Kwiakowski,
Lucas Ruby, Matt Bush, Kyler
Higgins,” Coach Trotter said. “They
are going to be role players for us on
a day-to-day basis. They are going to
be those guys who are taking away
minutes when those guys are in foul
trouble. Hopefully one of those guys
steals a starting spot. They are going
to be impressive this year.”

Interestingly, the amount of depth
and talent on the floor this season has
presented another problem for Coach
Trotter, but a good one.

“This junior class, this sophomore
class, this freshmen class are deep.
There are a lot of great basketball
players. It really made tryouts really
hard because we had so many good
basketball players in the gym. I’m
excited to see how they progress this
year and in the future. This should be
a fun year.”

The Cougars competed in a tough
conference last year and will be fac-
ing the same foes this year with New
Providence, Governor Livingston,
Rahway, Summit and Oratory Prep.

“It’s a tough conference. A lot of
competitive basketball players. New
Prov. was a tough team day-in-day-
out and Rahway! Great coach, great
players! That team is always really,
really competitive,” Coach Trotter
expressed.

The Cougars will begin their fun
when they open their regular season
away against Northern Valley Re-
gional on Friday, December 20, at
4:15 then they will host Delaware
Valley on Saturday, December 21, at
12:30.

Devilfish Have Strong Swims
At BAC Treasure Island

The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish
sent 110 swimmers to the BAC Trea-
sure Island Invitational, which was
hosted by Berkeley Aquatic Club in
New Providence on November 16-
17. There were multiple first and sec-
ond place finishes with many per-
sonal-best times being acquired.

TOP DEVILFISH:
GIRLS 10U: Emma Crall (3rd

200IM); Kaylie Gao (1st 50 Free, 2nd
200 Free, 200IM); Lila Griffith (4th
50 Back, 50 Breast, 6th 50 Free, 100
Breast); Jane Kavanagh (1st 100 Fly,
200IM, 2nd 100 Breast, 3rd 200 Free

BOYS 10U: Alex Giangone (1st
50 Fly, 100 Fly, 200IM, 2nd 200 Free,
100IM); Kevin O’Neill (1st 50 Breast,
2nd 100 Breast, 3rd 50 Free)

GIRLS 11-12: Emelia Dengler (3rd
100 Breast, 100 Fly); Brooke
McAndrew (1st 500 Free, 3rd 200
Free); Jacqueline Moser (1st 200IM,
2nd 50 Breast); Catherine Ritter (1st
50, 100, 200 Free, 50 Fly); Simran
Tangri (3rd 50 Fly)

BOYS 11-12: Josh Cetin (1st 100
Back, 100 Fly, 2nd 50 Free, 100
Breast, 200IM); Ted Crall (3rd 100
Breast); Dylan Lagrimas (2nd 100
Back, 50 Breast); Cole Sharkey (1st
50 Fly, 200IM); Logan Swenson (1st

100 Free, 50 Back, 2nd 100IM
GIRLS 13-14: Emily Constable

(1st 100, 200 Breast, 2nd 200IM);
Lauren Lane (1st 200, 400IM, 2nd
500 Free, 200 Back); Clare Logan
(1st 50, 100, 200, 500 Free, 200 Back,
2nd 100 Fly); Selah Tedesco (3rd 200
Breast)

BOYS 13-14: Will Crall (2nd 200,
400IM); Will Heinze (1st 1650 Free,
2nd 1000 Free); Charlie Jeckell (3rd
1000 Free); Colin Kavanagh (1st
400IM, 2nd 50, 100 Free, 100 Back,
100 Fly); Patrick Miller (3rd 100
Back); Christian Tedesco (1st 200
Breast, 2nd 100 Breast, 200 Free, 3rd
200IM)

GIRLS 15+: Ellie Cestero (3rd
100 Breast); Emma Heinze (1st 1650
Free, 2nd 1000 Free); Julia McGann
(1st 1000 Free); Abby McKinney (1st
50 Free, 100, 200 Back, 200 Fly);
Bridget Thomas (3rd 100 Free)

BOYS 15+: Henry Brown (1st 50,
200 Free, 2nd 100 Free, 200 Fly);
Seth Camacho (1st 200 Back, 2nd
100 Back, 200IM, 400IM); Bruce
Kapp (1st 1650 Free, 2nd 1000 Free);
Matt London (3rd 100 Fly); Billy
Maguire (1st 200 Fly, 2nd 200 Back,
3rd 100 Back); Carsen Sharkey (2nd
200 Fly); TJ Walsh (1st 1000 Free)

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

COUNTY OF UNION

TAKE NOTICE that the undersigned will expose for sale at Public Auction, in
accordance with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and locations specified below, the following
motor vehicles which came into the possession of the Scotch Plains Police Department
through abandonment or failure of owners to claim same.

All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose.  Minimum bid for each
vehicle will be all towing and storage fees due to the towing agency.

Purchase must be made by cash or certified check.  A 10% deposit must be given at
time of auction.  Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.

The public auction shall be held on December 16, 2019 in accordance with the laws of
the State of New Jersey pertaining thereto.

The following vehicle may be examined at Ace Towing 1509 Front St, Scotch Plains,
NJ at 8:30 am.  Public Auction will commence at 8:45 am.

MAKE YEAR VIN NO. MINIMUM BID
HONDA 2001 1HGCG66881A137306 $4,990.00

Bozena Lacina, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 12/12/19, The Times Fee: $38.76

WF’s Loder Compete
In Petrofes Tourney

Wrestling for Gettysburg College,
Brendan Loder of Westfield fell one
win shy of a spot in the placement
matches after going 3-2 at 184 pounds
at the Petrofes Invitational hosted by
Messiah College. Loder won his open-
ing match 13-6 and lost his second by
fall. The Gettysburg first-year recov-
ered with a 27-10, technical fall be-
fore notching a pin with eight seconds
left against Edgardo Caraballo from
Thaddeus Stevens. Loder dropped his
final bout to Ryan Errico by major
decision

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2155

AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED
“AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE
SALARIES OF CERTAIN EM-
PLOYEES OF THE POLICE
AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS IN
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD
AND VARIOUS AMEND-
MENTS THERETO.”

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
December 10, 2019.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 12/12/19, The Leader Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

SPECIAL MEETING

The Planning Board of the Town of
Westfield will hold a special meeting on
December 19, 2019, at 7:30 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey, for the purpose of considering the
proposed Master Plan Reexamination
Report prepared by the Board’s planning
consultant. The Board will hear testimony
from its consultant regarding the reexami-
nation report, and all interested parties will
be allowed to ask questions of the expert
and provide testimony and comments re-
garding the report. Following the public
hearing, the Planning Board may take ac-
tion by amending and/or adopting the Re-
examination Report. Copies of the pro-
posed Reexamination Report is on file in
the Planning Office of the Town of Westfield,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey, and may be viewed by the public
Monday through Friday between the hours
of 9 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Administrative Secretary

1 T - 12/12/19, The Leader Fee: $25.50

David B. Corbin (January 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING THE REBOUND...Cougar junior Arjun Petgrave, No. 12, will prove to be a major contributor under the boards
this season as well as creating steals and sinking points.
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services Directory

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

  

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Precision Painting Plus

Specializing in Interior Painting,

Wall Repair, Spackling,

Professional, Neat, Reliable

No job too small

Book me before the holidays!

908-400-5599

Free estimates

MURPHY, LINDER, FURFARO, LEVY, WIDMAN ALL-S. HONORS

Raiders Battled Consistency;
Finished 12-8-3 in Boys Soccer

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Consistency problems primarily
due to injuries may not have allowed
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys soccer team to enjoy as
successful season as desired. But nev-
ertheless the Raiders did have a good
share of success by competing in the
Union County Tournament (UCT)
semifinals in addition to advancing to
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
championship game and finishing with
a 12-8-3 record.

Interestingly, four of the Raiders’
losses were to the No. 3 ranked Eliza-
beth Minutemen, who finished 20-1-
4, and whose only loss was a 3-2
setback to No. 1 Clifton in the Group
4 semifinal game. The two regular-
season losses to the Minutemen were
2-0 and 2-1, respectively. The third
loss was 3-2, double overtime in the
UCT semifinals and the fourth was 1-
0 for the sectional crown.

In that UCT semifinal against the

Minutemen, the Raiders overcame a
2-1, halftime deficit on an early goal
by senior Ryan Widman. From there,
the Raiders dominated play and had
the lion’s share of opportunities but
were unable to convert. The sectional
championship game had another twist
of bad luck for the Raiders when
Minuteman Emilano Caballero was
awarded a penalty kick and converted
the only goal of the game. That sce-
nario seemed to come into play
throughout the entire season.

Raider Head Coach Tom
Breznitsky, whose career won/loss/
tie record rose to 761-185-63, com-
mented, “I always tell my teams you
need three things to be successful.
‘You have to be good, you have to be
lucky and you have to stay healthy.’
Two of them bit us in our losses, half
through injuries. That didn’t allow us
consistency due to constant lineup
changes. We never got into a smooth
form.”

Blue Devil Return Bulk of Team & Youth Talent
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

UCT championship game with The
Patrick School when she had 10 re-
bounds and 13 points. Dobosiewicz
finished with 120 points (13 3-point-
ers), 92 rebounds, 28 steals, nine
blocks and 18 assists.

“Faith would run through a brick
wall for this team. She is a brick wall
for this team. Her toughness and her
competitiveness is proven. She al-
ways rises to the occasion. County
finals in general. We were down 12-0.
It’s not a good way to start a champi-
onship game and her toughness and
tenaciousness held strong. She’s not
going to be pushed down by anybody
and she’s going to bring her team-
mates with her,” Coach McKeon said.

Senior Ali Lisanti is expected to
pick up where she left off last year
when she led the team with 53 3-

pointers. Lisanti led the team with
219 points, including 30 free throws,
while adding 34 assists, 27 steals, 48
rebounds and 14 blocks.

“Ali had a great year. I know that
her sophomore year she didn’t get
much playing time as she liked but
she did everything she needed to do in
the off-season. She worked hard and
it showed. She’s another one who
played herself into the starting lineup

early on and became a very tough
offensive opponent. It was tough for
people to guard her. She’s another
one who adds something to her game
every year. So people view her as just
a three-point shooter which is going
to work to her advantage because she
has some other assets. We are looking
to her to continue to add success,”
Coach McKeon said.

Two very pleasant freshmen sur-
prises, Chloe Kreusser and Grace
Klag, entered the scene last year.
Kreusser, who pulled 150 rebounds,
was the “Chief Thief” with 56 steals.
Her driving to the board ability earned
her 147 points but she also dished out
28 assists and blocked four shots.
Klag, who was the Blue Devils’ most
accurate free thrower with 55 suc-
cesses, bucketed 204 points. She led

the team with 225 rebounds and added
19 blocks, 18 steals and 15 assists.

“It was very nice to have Chloe and
Grace as freshmen step up and be
ready to play at such a young age and
without as much experience as the
rest of the girls. They are out there
starting, they were contributing really
playing just as tough as if they had
been in this program for four years,”
Coach McKeon said.

Kreusser seemed to adapt to the
varsity level a little more quickly than
Klag, who also had to handle the big
girls under the board.

“We had a lot of injuries and sick-
nesses at the beginning of the season
last year, so it was really hard to find
our flow. I know Grace was injured
and sick before she came in. It took
her a little while to get adjusted but
Chloe was probably our biggest sur-
prise just because of her maturity
level. We’ve always said to her if she
turns the ball over, she is sprinting
back down and getting that ball back
next possession because she doesn’t
hang her head. She doesn’t feel bad.
She moves right on to the next play,”
Coach McKeon explained. “She was
also someone we weren’t sure where
she was going to fit in at the varsity

role as a freshman. We didn’t want to
take away playing time from her if she
could play on JV. But within the first
week of her playing on the team, she
earned the starting spot for the rest of
the season.”

Klag turned up the volume towards
the later portion of the season.

“We played Roselle Catholic three
time last year and Grace was instru-
mental in all three of those playing
tremendous defense on Taniya
Hanner. Faith [Dobosiewicz] was also
instrumental in that but a freshman
being able to withstand our defensive
concept and really just playing with
toughness and heart for their team-
mates is what was one of the nicest
things that we had,” Coach McKeon
said.

Others who received adequate play-
ing time last year are senior Caroline
Dwyer and juniors Charlotte Dursee
and Emma Pietrewicz. Last year
Dwyer, who sank the deciding 3-
pointer in Game 2 against Roselle
Catholic, finished with 101 points (17
3-pointers), 44 rebounds, 16 assists
and 17 steals. She also scored 13
points in a win over the Oak Knoll
Royals. Dursee finished with 94
points, 37 assists (3rd on team), 30
rebounds and was second on the team
with 45 steals. Pietrewicz finished
with 37 points, 13 assists, 10 rebounds
and three steals.

The Lady Blue Devils, who will
face Roselle Catholic twice during
the regular season, open their season
at home against Elizabeth on Thurs-
day, December 19, at 4 p.m. then on
Saturday, December 21, they will host
Montgomery at 12:30.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TEAM CO-CAPTAIN, ALL-STATE CENTRAL 1 HONORS...Raider senior co-captain Alex Levy, right, was selected All-
State Central 1 Honorable Mention this season.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

COUNTY OF UNION

TAKE NOTICE that the undersigned will expose for sale at Public Auction, in
accordance with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and locations specified below, the following
motor vehicles which came into the possession of the Scotch Plains Police Department
through abandonment or failure of owners to claim same.

All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose.  Minimum bid for each
vehicle will be all towing and storage fees due to the towing agency.

Purchase must be made by cash or certified check.  A 10% deposit must be given at
time of auction.  Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.

The public auction shall be held on December 16, 2019 in accordance with the laws of
the State of New Jersey pertaining thereto.

The following vehicle may be examined at Frank’s Auto, 59 South Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey at 8:30 am. Public Auction will commence at 8:45 am

MAKE YEAR VIN NO. MINIMUM BID
CHEVY  1994 2G1FP22P4R2107813 $4,500.00

Bozena Lacina, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 12/12/19, The Times Fee: $38.76

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

A vast number of girls from the
Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
and Cranford High School soccer
teams received All-Conference, All-
Group and All-State honors. The SPF
Raiders were named Union County
Conference Team of the Year and
Westfield’s Alex Schmidt was named
Coach of the Year.

Cranford Cougar senior Maggie
Murray was named Union County
Conference Player of the Year. She
also was selected First Team All-
Group 3 and Third Team All-State, as
well as First Team All-Conference,
Division and County.

Blue Devil senior Faith
Dobosiewicz was selected Second
Team All-State and Second Team All-
Group 4, as well as First Team All-
Conference (AC), Division (D) and
County (UC). Raider sophomore Leah
Klurman was selected Second Team
All-State, Second Team All-Group 4
and First Team AC, D, UC. Raider
junior Corinne Lyght was selected
Third Team All-State and Third Team
All-Group 4 as well as First Team AC,
D, UC.

Cougar senior Claire Ganley was
selected Second Team All-Group 3
and First Team AC, D, UC. Raider
senior Gabby Aloe was named Third
Team All-Group 4 and First Team
All-UC. Cougars Laurel Teel and
Abby Ahern, Raider Lily Camacho
and Blue Devils Sofia
Carayannopoulos and Alyssa

Martinez received All-UC First Team
honors.

Cougar Amanda Vath was named
First Team All-Division. Blue Devils
Grace Lanza and Julia Johnson-
Milstein, Raiders Lizzie Ley and
Maya Kessler, and Cougar Sophia
Montague were named Second Team.
Honorable Mention went to Cougars
Riley Korzeneski and Brooke
Swandrak, Raiders Holly Nelson and
Faith Price and Blue Devil Riley
Ciarlotta.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

BOARD OF EDUCATION

The Reorganization Meeting of the
Mountainside Board of Education will be
held on Tuesday, January 7, 2020, at 7:00
p.m., at the Beechwood School Susan O.
Collier Media Center, located at 1497
Woodacres Drive, Mountainside, New Jer-
sey 07092.

1 T - 12/12/19, The Leader Fee: $10.71

Blue Puck Ice Hockey
Event Set for Dec. 14
This year’s BluePuck ice hockey

event will be taking place this Satur-
day, December 14, from 5:50-7:20
p.m. at the Westfield Rink. The play-
ers are looking forward to another
successful event. Great excitement
surrounding the day – as this year
over 60 youth skaters have registered
to join the high school players on the
ice. The 50 high school players will
be volunteering their time again this
year to support the program’s ongo-
ing mission of Live for Hockey, with
Love for Community. A heartwarm-
ing community event for all ages.

Little Devils will once again have
the opportunity to grab autographs
from players on their complementary
blue puck and snag some photos with
the Blue Devil Mascot who will also
make an appearance.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2154

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO.
2132 ENTITLED “AN ORDI-
NANCE TO AMEND THE
CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 2,
“ADMINISTRATION,” AR-
TICLE II, TOWN OFFICERS
AND EMPLOYEES, DIVISION
3, PERSONNEL POSITIONS
AND SALARY SCHEDULE,”
SEC. 2-12.28, “SCHEDULE.”

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
December 10, 2019.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 12/12/19, The Leader Fee: $22.44

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19003708

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-0063031-19

Plaintiff: INVESTORS BANK
VS.
Defendant: TAYMOUR MATIN; PENTAGON

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION; COUNTY OF
HUDSON; STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 01/08/2020
Writ of Execution: 08/19/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred
Twenty-Seven Thousand One Hundred Eighty
and 20/100*** $627,180.20.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
OF WESTFIELD, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 503 CHESTNUT
STREET SOUTH (a/k/a 503 SOUTH CHEST-
NUT STREET), WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07090.

It is known and designated as Block 3408, Lot
37.

The dimensions are approximately - 50 Feet X
150 Feet.

Nearest cross street: FAIRMONT AVENUE.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Forty-Seven Thou-
sand Two Hundred Thirty-Four and 79/100***
$647,234.79 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL & FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 12/12, 12/19, 12/26
& 01/02/20 Fee: $185.64

Local H.S. Girls Soccer
UC, Group, State Honors:

David B. Corbin (January 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FORCE UNDER THE BOARDS...Blue Devil sophomore Grace Klag, No. 33, proved that she was no only tough under the
boards but quite accurate when it came to sinking free throws.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Raider Boys Battled Consistency; Finish 12-8-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Start Your

Sales Engines!
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Net New Customers!

Image by istockphoto

goleader.com
908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com

goleader.com/form/subscribe

Subscribe and Advertise on

Depth in Lineup Could Benefit Cougar Matmen
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

pretty high for him, Justin, those two
seniors up top,” Coach Gorman said.

But the one individual who had
been flying under the radar is Nock
because he was in the same weight
classes at AJ Bencivenga, an NJSIAA
qualifier who won three bouts at
Atalntic City, Kyell Roper and
Kanterman.

“Max Nock didn’t get a lot of
matches in last year but he was 6-1
when we did put him out there. He
was just in a tough spot where his
weight was, so I expect a lot from
him,” explained Coach Gorman, who
added, “He’s going to explode onto
the scene this year. He’s got to get a lot
of wins right away to build his criteria
for later in the year. He could have
been starting on any varsity team
around here.

Fernandez placed fifth in the UCT
and second in the district last year at
113-lbs and finished with a 19-20
record, while Kalnins took third in the

UCT, third in the district at 120-lbs
and finished 23-18. Last year
Fernandez won a crucial bout to put
them over the top against a strong
Rahway team.

“The two big guys down below are
going to be Will Fernandez and Pat
Kalnins at 13 and 20. I think those
guys that light having that experience
as seniors will help us out as a team,”
Coach Gorman said.

Junior Jimmy Gluck returns for his
third varsity year and will compete at
132-lbs. Last year at 126-lbs, Gluck
placed fourth in the UCT and finished
10-10. Sophomore Ronan Waters has
moved up from 106 to 113-lbs. Sopho-
more Colin Murray, who competed in
some varsity bouts last year, will be at
145-lbs or 152-lbs.

Sophomore Kevin Shriner, a line-
man on the football team, returns to
fill the 285-lb slot. Last year Shriner
placed fourth in the UCT and finished
with a 14-17 record.

“He really surprised me not only
with how much he knew but he didn’t
back down to anybody. He wrestled
two kids that one was a former state
champ and one was a state champ last
year,” Coach Gorman pointed out.

Junior Luke DiGiovanni, who was
at Bergen Catholic last year, has re-
turned to Cranford and is expected to
compete at 138-lbs. In his freshman
year, DiGiovanni placed second in
the UCT at 126-lbs.

Three freshmen, Mike Tona,
Quinten Connolley and Mason Hooey
have been vying for the 106-lb slot.
Junior Brendan Reilly will compete
at 126-lbs. Freshman Dylan
MacDonald will fill the 195-lb slot
and sophomore Sam Derasmo will be
at 220-lbs.

The Cougars will open their season
by hosting Wall Township on Thurs-
day, December 19, at 6 p.m. then they
will host AL Johnson on Friday, De-
cember 20, at 5 p.m.

The Raiders did pull off some big
wins, which included at 1-0 victory
over the Westfield Blue Devils early
in the season. After a 0-0 halftime
deadlock, the Raiders amped up the
juice and dominated the second half.
Sophomore midfielder Ethan
Koseoglu scored the sole goal on an
assist from sophomore attacker Nkem
Okorie. The Raiders also took out

Steinert, 3-2, East Brunswick, 2-1,
and Delran, 2-1. The Raiders defeated
Oratory Prep, 3-2, in the UCT
quarterfinals. The Raiders went on to
defeat JP Stevens, 3-0, and Plainfield,
2-0, then edged Westfield, 1-0, in the
sectional semifinal when junior
midfielder Nick Tittanegro scored off
a corner kick from senior two-time
co-captain Owen Murphy.

The Raiders’ three ties were to Sum-
mit, 1-1, Plainfield, 1-1, and
Mendham, 1-1. However, other than
a 4-1 loss the Hunterdon Central, the
Raiders suffered stinging losses to
Summit, 2-1, Westfield, 1-0, and
Piscataway, 4-3. The loss to the Blue
Devils came on a second-half goal by
John Desena.

“Seven games we lost by one goal.
In the case of Elizabeth, we never got
the break we needed. Three of four
were by one goal. In the counties we
lost 3-2 in the last overtime,” Coach
Breznitsky said.

The Raiders did outscore oppo-
nents 40-28 but that was in 23 games,
less than two goals per game but the
strong defense and senior co-captain/
goalkeeper Danny Coyle kept them in
all but one game.

“I was a little concerned with goal

production. We had opportunities but
didn’t do a good job converting but I
am proud of how hard they all worked
all season. They all worked hard day-
in and day-out,” Coach Breznitsky said.

Senior attacker Alvaro Furfaro, who
was selected First Team All-UC and
Third Team All-State Central 1, led
the team in scoring with nine goals
and five assists. Senior midfielder
Colin Dwyer netted six goals and an
assist and Murphy (First Team All-
UC, First Team All-State Central 1)
scored five goals and had five assists.

Senior co-captain Alex Levy (All-
State Honorable Mention) scored four
goals and added four assists. Widman
(All-State Honorable Mention) net-
ted four goals and three assists. Se-
nior Dean Kirian notched three goals
and four assists and senior Chris Vinci
scored two goals and had four assists.

Junior co-captain/defender Joey
Linder was selected First Team All-
UC and Second Team All-State Cen-
tral 1.

Coach Breznitsky concluded, “It
was not a bad season. We made it to
the Union County semifinals and sec-
tional finals. If you can get to those
points in a season, you can consider it
a good season.”

Blue Devil Icemen’s Slogan,
‘Never Satisfied’; See Promise

The start of the Westfield High
School boys varsity ice hockey team’s
2019-2020 season has not been per-
fect. Fortunately for the skating Blue
Devils, hockey is not a game of per-
fect. The team’s rallying cry for this
season is “never satisfied”, so devel-
opment will be a focus throughout the
year. Being a top team in the state by
the end of the season is the real goal.

In order to attain this goal, the Blue
Devils will rely on an experience-
laden group of seniors. The defense
corps returns captain Trevor Tanella,
alternate captain Dylan Howard and
Will Gamba. Seniors up front include
Nick Forno, Brendan Hiltz, Andrew
Principato, Logan Calder and Justin
Hornstein (on Injured Reserve).
Rounding out the senior ranks is goalie
Jack Ruckman.

The Westfield squad opened the
most recent campaign with two games
last week. The first against defending
state champion Summit High School.
Head coach Joe Bertucci and his staff
might have preferred a few games
before jumping into the deep end of
the pool, but the challenge of facing

the Hilltoppers always gets the adrena-
line pumping.

The energy of the opener did not
disappoint. Appropriately held in the
old barn in Warinanco Park, this battle
was another classic chapter in this
storied Union County hockey rivalry.
There were no titles at stake in this
one – that may come later in the
season – but that never matters when
these two squads collide; there is al-
ways a playoff-like environment.

The Summit win by a final of 2-0
belies the tightly contested nature of
this conflict on ice. For most of the
game it was a battle of netminders as
Westfield sophomore Jake Watson
went toe-to-toe with Summit’s Nikita
Pryymak. With the first period wind-
ing down the Hilltopers were able to
sneak a puck behind Watson. The
only other tally in this defensive
struggle was a Summit empty net goal
with one-minute left in the game.

The second game of the season had
a decidedly different flavor as the
Blue Devils took out their frustration
on Montclair Kimberly Academy with
a dominating 7-0 victory in confer-

ence play. Westfield was led by mul-
tiple point creators Forno (2 goals, 1
assist), Hiltz, (1, 1), Tanella (1, 1),
junior Dan McDonald (0, 2), and
freshman Matteo Mancheno with his
first varsity goal and assist. Other
goal scorers were senior Andrew
Principato and junior Brendan Kotiga.
Sophomore Matt Beke also chipped
in with an assist.

At week’s end, the Blue Devils
record stands at 1-1-0. Westfield will
take on Rumson-Fair Haven and Glen
Rock this week. They hope to continue
their winning ways but know never
being satisfied as a team is more im-
portant. After all, the Blue Devils do
not want to be perfect, rather, they
want to win some hardware that would
look perfect in the trophy case.

Follow the WHS boys varsity ice
hockey team on Twitter
@westfieldpuck for an informative
and entertaining take on the season’s
activities. Fans can also visit
WHSpuckon FaceBook and
Instagram Pages. See the website for
up to date team schedules
atwww.westfieldhockey.com

Raiders Return Experienced Group of Matmen
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

lower weights with junior Joey
Larmore (106), junior Andre Carinhas
(120) and junior Brandon Bowles
(126). Last year Larmore placed third
in the district and finished with a 15-
8 record and Carinhas finished 15-13.
Bowles was the Raiders’ shining star
last year at 113-lbs. After placing
third in the Union County Tourna-
ment, Bowles won the District 16
Tournament at that weight, placed
third in the region, won a bout in the
NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic City
and finished with a 24-5 record.

“Brandon Bowles, one of our top
wrestlers, won a match in AC. He’s a
leader in the room. It doesn’t matter if
he wins a match or loses a match, he
has the same work ethic every time.
He gives 110 percent. He pushes the
room and he sets the tone for every-
one,” Coach Fabiano pointed out.

Freshman Mike Brennan is ex-
pected to add strength in the lower
weights at 113-lbs.

“Mike Brennan. He’s has been wres-
tling through the PAL program. He’s
going to make a huge impact at either
106 or 113. He will push the room at
the lower weights with Joey Larmore,
Andre Carinhas and Brandon
Bowles,” Coach Fabiano said.

Other returning varsity wrestlers
are junior Kyle Robinson at 132-lbs,
sophomore Ben Root at 138-lbs, se-
nior Josh Barros at 145-lbs and se-
niors Noah Samms and Bob Root
both battling it out at 152-lbs. Last
year Robinson finished 7-10 at 126-
lbs, Barros was 5-14 at 132-lbs and
Samms was 5-9 at 152-lbs.

Sophomore Anthony Robinson,
who had a fine football season as a
running back, has grown quite a bit
and will compete at 160-lbs. In his
freshman season, Robinson competed
at 138-lbs, paced fifth in the UCT and
finished with a 17-10 record.

Another football standout junior
Jack Manville, who was a co-captain
and linebacker on the team, will com-
pete at 170-lbs, along with senior
Nolan O’Connor. Senior Harrison
Wustefeld will also be in the mix and
junior CJ Estevez returns to compete

at 285-lbs.
Coach Fabiano was pleased with

his added depth. “There will be a lot
of good competition between the guys
earning their spots. That’s one of the
things that we haven’t really had in
the past. You have good wrestlers
competing at 152. In the upper
weights, you have Harrison Wustefeld,
Nolan O’Connor, Jack Manville all
competing for spots.”

Last year the Raiders hosted the
District 16 Tournament and placed
fifth in the team totals with 96 points.
They will host the tournament again
this season and expect to improve in
the team totals.

“Every time you have a lot of new
kids in the lineup and it’s their first
time in districts, it’s intimidating and
tough. Once you get that out of your
system, especially as young guys. Joey
Larmore will be down at 106 again
and he got it out of his system. He
made third in districts. He’s going to
do big things this year. Anthony
Robinson had an outstanding football
season. He’s an animal. He’s a ma-
chine. He doesn’t stop. He’s very ex-
plosive. He had a tough district run
but he didn’t have that criteria coming
in to it,” Coach Fabiano explained.

The Raiders will open their season
away at Weequahic on December 19
then travel to South Plainfield the
next day to face the state-ranked Ti-
gers at 5 p.m

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED that at the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment meeting held on
December 5, 2019 the Board memorial-
ized the following Resolutions:

Nicole & Michael Manna, 2246 Eliza-
beth Avenue, Block 9005, Lot 2, were
approved to convert the existing attached
garage at this single family dwelling into
living space.

Robert & Emily Fissel, 2238 Elizabeth
Avenue, Block 9101, Lot 10, were ap-
proved to convert the existing attached
garage at this single family dwelling into
living space.

Morks Soorial, 1970 Grand Street, Block
1602, Lot 19, was approved for an alter-
ation and addition to the already existing
two-family dwelling, which is a pre-existing
non-conforming use in this single-family
zone district.

Lydia Sanchez, 1924 Bartle Avenue,
Block 1501, Lot 13, was approved to
convert a single family dwelling on the
property, which is in the B-2 Business
Zone, to a real estate office which will
operate on a temporary basis wherein this
single family dwelling is a non-conforming
use.

Copies of said Resolutions have been
filed in the office of the Board and/or the
office of the Municipal Clerk and are avail-
able for public inspection during regular
business hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 12/12/19, The Times Fee: $34.68

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED REDEVELOPMENT AREA

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on January 6, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers
at the Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East Board Street, Westfield, New Jersey, the
Planning Board of the Town of Westfield will undertake a preliminary investigation
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-6 to determine whether the area described below qualifies
as a redevelopment area according to the criteria set forth in the New Jersey Local
Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5.  The Planning Board will hold a
public hearing for the purpose of hearing persons who are interested in or would be
affected by a determination that the area described below is an “area in need of
redevelopment.”

At the conclusion of the public hearing, the Planning Board shall make a recommen-
dation to the Town Council as to whether or not the delineated area described below, or
any part thereof, should be determined to be an “area in need of redevelopment.” In the
event that some or all of the area is determined by the governing body to be an area in
need of redevelopment, such a determination may have an impact on the property so
designated. In particular, a determination that property is designated as an area in need
of redevelopment would authorize the Town of Westfield to use all of the powers provided
by New Jersey law for  use in a redevelopment area, except the power to  acquire  property
in the designated area by eminent domain (against the owner’s will) for redevelopment
purposes.

The properties which are the subject of the preliminary investigation to be conducted
by the Planning Board (the “Study Area”) are listed below:

No Block Lot Location
1 3307 1 421-429 South Avenue East
2 3307 2 445-449 South Avenue East
3 4004 17 418 South Avenue East
4 4005 3 338 Windsor Avenue
5 4005 4 448 South Avenue East

Location and Map
A map showing the boundaries of the Study Area and the location of the properties

included therein and a statement setting forth the basis of the preliminary investigation
of the Study Area being investigated are available for inspection and copying at the Office
of the Planning Board, 959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey, beginning from
8:30am to 4:00pm, Monday through Friday. A copy of the investigation report by prepared
by the Township Planner is also available for inspection and copying at the Planning
Board Office of the Planning Board.

All persons who are interested in or would be affected by the preliminary investigation
to determine whether the proposed area, or any part thereof, should be determined to be
a redevelopment area according to the criteria set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5 are invited
to attend the meeting and ask questions and provide their objections to or evidence in
favor of such determination either orally or in writing.

1 T - 12/12/19, The Leader Fee: $77.52

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-015229-19
FILE NO. 26788-19

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
DELORES ROYSTER; JOHN
DOE, HUSBAND OF
DELORES ROYSTER, SAID
NAME JOHN DOE BEING FIC-
TITIOUS;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon  PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is  290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which HANY S. BROLLESY AND
MAYSOON SHAHIN is the plaintiff and
DELORES ROYSTER, ET ALS; are de-
fendants, pending in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket No. F-015229-
19 within thirty-five (35) days after Decem-
ber 12, 2019 exclusive of such date. If you
fail to answer or appear in accordance with
Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be
rendered against you for relief demanded
in the Complaint.  You shall file your An-
swer and Proof of Service in duplicate with
the Clerk of the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex - CN
971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in accor-
dance with the Rules of Civil Practice and
Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the

purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 18-0526, sold
on 10/11/2018, dated 10/17/2018, and was
recorded on 10/30/2018 in Mortgage Book
14502 at Page 867, made by DAVID
MARSHALL, Collector of Taxes of
PLAINFIELD, and State of New Jersey to
ELSAYED ELBROLLESY and subse-
quently assigned to plaintiff, HANY S.
BROLLESY AND MAYSOON SHAHIN on
7/3/2019 and was recorded on 7/12/2019
in Assignment Book 1454 at Page 138.
This covers real estate located in
PLAINFIELD, County of UNION, and State
of New Jersey, known as LOT 23 BLOCK
606 as shown on the Tax Assessment Map
and Tax Map duplicate of PLAINFIELD.
and concerns premises commonly known
as 424 EAST 4TH STREET, PLAINFIELD,
New Jersey.

YOU, DELORES ROYSTER, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because you are the owner of a
property which is the subject of the above
entitled action.

YOU, JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
DELORES ROYSTER, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because plaintiff has been unable to deter-
mine whether defendant DELORES
ROYSTER is married, and if married, the
name of DELORES ROYSTER’s spouse.
If DELORES ROYSTER is married, the
plaintiff joins JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
DELORES ROYSTER, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS as a defendant
for any possessory or marital rights you
may have.

DATED: December 6, 2019
Michelle M. Smith, Clerk

Superior Court of New Jersey
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 12/12/19, The Leader Fee: $80.58

PUBLIC NOTICE

David B. Corbin (January/February 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING THE POWER HALF...Cougar senior Max Nock, top, works a power half on a Roselle Park Panther during a
dual match last year in Cranford. Nock is expected to compete at 160-lbs this season.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 4th of De-
cember the Planning Board of the Town-
ship of Cranford, in the County of Union
took the following actions:

1. Application PB-19-005: Granted ap-
proval to 95 Dermody LLC for preliminary
and final minor site plan approval, a c(2)
flexible variance and numerous design
waivers for the operation of a laboratory on
Block 565 Lot 2 as designated on the
Township Tax Map also known as 95
Dermody Street in the C-2 zone.

2.  Reorganization Meeting scheduled
for Wednesday, January 15, 2020 at 7:30
p.m. in Conference Room 108 of the
Cranford Municipal Building.

Donna Pedde,
Secretary

1 T - 12/12/19, The Leader Fee: $20.40

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TEAM CO-CAPTAIN, ALL-STATE CENTRAL 1 HONORS...Raider senior co-captain Owen Murphy, right, was selected
First Team All-State Central 1 this season. Murphy scored five goals and had five assists this season.
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the Township of Scotch
Plains (here-inafter called the “Owner’) for:

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS SANITARY SEWER
PUMP STATION IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT

STATE LOAN PROJECT NO. S340512-01; CONTRACT NO. 2019-1

Sealed Bids for the above named Contract, which comprises improvements to the
existing Raritan Road Pump Station and Lamberts Mill Road Pump Station for the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County, New Jersey (“Owner”), will be received at the
Council Chambers, Township of Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076 on January 16, 2020, at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time, at
which time they will be publicly unsealed and the contents publicly announced.

The work includes the furnishing of all labor, materials and equipment necessary to
complete the work as shown on the Drawings and as described in the Specifications. The
work consists of improvements at two (2) of the Township’s existing sanitary sewage
pumping stations.

The improvements at both the Raritan Road Pump Station and Lamberts Mill Road
Pump Station consist of the selective demolition and removal of existing pump station
equipment and controls, replacement of existing dry-pit submersible sewage pumps and
motors; replacement of existing main control panel including primary and backup level
control systems; replacement of variable frequency drives (VFD’s); piping modifications
including replacement of discharge and suction valves and piping in the dry well;
replacement of ventilation system components in the drywell and control room area;
replacement of unit heaters in the drywell and control/generator rooms; reconfiguration
of existing water service plumbing inside the existing pump station buildings to facilitate
a connection point for new backflow preventer; installation of new exterior mounted frost-
proof hose bid, telemetry upgrades including Ethernet communication capability for
future SCADA system networking; and sewage flow maintenance / bypass pumping.

The Raritan Road Pump Station is located along Raritan Road west of Manitou Way.
The Lamberts Mill Road Pump Station is located on Lamberts Mill Road and adjacent

to the Robert Wood Johnson Rahway Fitness and Wellness Center.
The work shall be completed within 330 calendar days of the Contractor’s receipt of

written Notice to Proceed.
No bid will be received unless in writing on the forms furnished, and unless accompa-

nied by bid security in the form of a bid bond, cashier’s check, or a certified check made
payable to the Township of Scotch Plains in an amount equal to 10% of the amount of the
total bid, but not exceeding $20,000.

The bid shall be accompanied by a Certificate of Surety on the form included in the
Contract Documents, from a surety company licensed to do business in the State of New
Jersey, which shall represent that the surety company will provide the Contractor with the
required bonds in the sums required in the Contract Documents and in a form satisfactory
to the Owner’s Attorney and in compliance with the requirements of law.

Bidders must use the prepared bid form which is contained in the Contract Documents.
Each individual proposal must be separately enclosed in a sealed envelope addressed
to the Township of Scotch Plains, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
marked on the outside with the number of the contract(s) and name of the project being
bid on.

No bids will be received after the time and date specified, and no bids will be received
by mail. Bids shall be received by courier service (date and time recorded) or shall be hand
delivered. The Owner shall award the Contract or reject all bids within 60 days of bid
opening, except that the bids of any bidders who consent thereto may, at the request of
the Owner, be held for consideration for such longer period as may be agreed.

The Owner will evaluate bids and any award will be made to the lowest, responsive,
responsible bidder in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:1 1-4. The Owner reserves the right
to reject any or all bids and to waive minor informalities or irregularities in bids received
in accordance with public law.

The qualification and reclassification of bidders will be subject to the statutory provi-
sions contained in N.J.S.A. 40A:11-25 to 32 (Local Public Contract Law”).

All bid security except the security of the three apparent lowest responsible bidders
shall be returned, unless otherwise requested by the bidder, within ten (10) days after the

opening of the bids, Sundays and holidays excepted, and the bids of the bidders whose
bid security is returned shall be considered withdrawn.

Each bidder must submit with his bid a signed certificate stating that he owns, leases
or controls all the necessary equipment required to accomplish the work shown and
described in the Contract Documents. Should the bidder not be the actual owner or leasee
of such equipment, his certificate shall state the source from which the equipment will be
obtained and, in addition, shall be accompanied by a signed certificate from the owner or
person in control of the equipment definitely granting to the bidder the control of the
equipment required during such time as may be necessary for the completion of that
portion of the Contract for which it is necessary. The bidder shall comply with the
documentation requirements set forth in the Article of the Information for Bidders, entitled,
“Bidder Submissions”.

The successful bidder will be required to submit bonds and proof of insurance on or
before execution of their respective Contracts as explained in the Contract Documents.

Bidders are required to comply with all relevant Federal and State Statutes, Rules and
Regulations including but not limited to the applicable provisions of Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964,  as amended (42 USC 2000d-2000D-4A), the discrimination and
affirmative action provisions of N.J.S.A. 10:2-1 through 10:2-4, the New Jersey Law
against Discrimination, N.J.S.A. 10:5-1, et seq., the rules and regulations promulgated
pursuant thereto, the State requirement for bidders to supply statements of ownership
(N.J.S.A. 52:25-24.2) and the State requirement for submission of the names and
addresses of certain subcontractors (N.J.S.A. 40A:11- 16).

The Contract Documents may be reviewed online at no cost at www.bidset.com/mott.
The Contract Documents may be obtained by any prospective bidder upon payment of

a fee for each set of full-sized drawings with specifications by calling 1-877-424-3738 or
by online request. Shipping charges are additional and variable depending upon the pick-
up or delivery option selected by the purchaser. Bid documents cannot be obtained at the
Township of Scotch Plains Municipal Building, or at Mott MacDonald’s office. The printing
cost is not refundable.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq., bidders are required to comply with the require-
ments of N.J.A.C. 17:27.

Each Bidder must submit with his bid an “Ownership Disclosure Statement” and is
requested to submit with his bid the “Non-Collusion Affidavit” on the forms included in the
Contract Documents.

Bidders and their subcontractors of any tier must comply with all applicable provisions
of the Public Works Contractor Registration Act (N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48) and the New
Jersey Prevailing Wage Act (N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.25).

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all business organizations that conduct business with
a New Jersey government agency are required to be registered with the State of New
Jersey. Bidders and their subcontractors must submit proof that they are registered with
the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue by submitting a copy of their
Business Registration Certificate prior to Contract award.

The Contract is expected to be funded in part with the funds from the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection and the New Jersey Environmental Infrastruc-
ture Trust. Neither the United States nor the State of New Jersey, the New Jersey
Environmental Infrastructure Trust, nor any of their departments, agencies, or employees
is, or will be, a party to the Contract or any lower tier contract or subcontract. The Contract
or Subcontract will be subject to regulations contained in N.J.A.C. 7:22-3.1 et seq., 4.1 et
seq., 5.1 et seq., 9.1 et seq. and 10 et seq., Local Public Contract, Department of Labor
Current Wage Rate Determination, Prevailing Wage Act, Contract Work Hours and Safety
Standard Act, Copland Act, Davis Bacon Act, Buy American Clause, Debarment and
Suspension, and Socially and Economically Disadvantaged (SED) (N.J.A.C. 7:22-9).

All bids shall include a commitment to the use of small, minority, women’s and labor
surplus area businesses and shall be in conformity with N.J.A.C. 7:22-3.17(a) (24) with
a goal of not less than 10% participation of small business enterprises owned and
controlled by socially and economically disadvantaged individuals (SED’s). Further
details regarding required SED participation are included in the Information for Bidders
and the Supplemental General Conditions.

It is the purpose of this Notice to Bidders to summarize some of the more important
provisions of the Contract Documents. Prospective bidders are cautioned not to rely
solely on this summary, but to read the Contract Documents in their entirety.

By Order of the Township of Scotch Plains

1 T - 12/12/19, The Times Fee: $210.12

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2152

AN ORDINANCE DESIGNAT-
ING 1737 NEVADA STREET,
SHOWN ON THE TOWN TAX
MAPS AS BLOCK 5604, LOT
5 AS A HISTORIC LANDMARK
AND MODIFYING THE ZON-
ING MAP

WHEREAS, by application to the
Westfield Historic Preservation Commis-
sion, Frank and Carol Nolde, request to
deem the property located at 1737 Nevada
Street a historic landmark, and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions
contained within the Historic Designation
and Preservation Ordinance of the Town
of Westfield, the Historic Preservation
Commission gave full and complete con-
sideration to the petition for historic desig-
nation of the property; and

WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation
Commission held a public hearing on Sep-
tember 30, 2019 on the proposed historic
designation of the property where all those
who desired to be heard were heard; and

WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation
Commission adopted a resolution on Oc-
tober 28, 2019 which sets forth its findings
of fact and provides its rationale for its final
decision on the historic designation which
is to approve the application for historic
preservation designation of 1737 Nevada
Street, shown on the Town Tax Maps as
Block 5604, Lot 5; and

WHEREAS, at a public meeting held on
November 4, 2019, the Town Planning
Board reviewed the proposed designation
pursuant to the Historic Designation and
Preservation Ordinance of the Town of
Westfield and New Jersey Municipal Land
Use Law Section 40:55D-26 and found
that designation of 1737 Nevada Street,
shown on the Town Tax Maps as Block
5604, Lot 5 would be consistent with the
Historic Preservation Element of the Town
Master Plan and the goals and objectives
contained within the Master Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Town Planning Board
also recommends that the Historic Preser-
vation Ordinance, Subsection 14 be
amended to include property at 1737 Ne-
vada Street, shown on the Town Tax Maps
as Block 5604, Lot 5, and the Zoning Map
be amended to identify the property as a
designated historic site.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT THERE-
FORE ORDAINED by the Town Council of
the Town of Westfield, in the County of
Union and the State of New Jersey, as
follows:

SECTION I. The Zoning Map shall be
and is hereby amended and supplemented
by identifying the following property as
shown on the Official Tax Maps of the
Town of Westfield as a Historic Preserva-
tion Designated Site:

Block Lot Address
5604 5 1737 Nevada Street

SECTION II. Article III of the Land Use
Ordinance, titled the Historic Designation
and Preservation Ordinance of the Town
of Westfield is hereby amended by adding
a new Subsection 14.O., to read in its
entirety as follows:

O. The private residence owned at the
time of its designation by Frank and Carol
Nolde located at 1737 Nevada Street,
Westfield, New Jersey known as Lot 5,
block 5604 on the tax maps, being also
known as the Scudder/Frazee House be-
ing originally built about 1850 and having
once been owned by John Frazee, a noted
Town Historian.

The Historic Preservation Commission
shall be permitted to place an appropriate
notation and plaque on said property indi-
cating its historic landmark status.

SECTION III. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with
any part of this ordinance are hereby re-
pealed to the extent that they are in conflict
or inconsistent.

SECTION IV. In the event that any sec-
tion, provision, or part of provision of this
ordinance shall be held to be unenforce-
able or invalid by any court, such holding
shall not affect the validity of this ordinance
as a whole, or any part thereof, other than
the part so held unenforceable or invalid.

SECTION V. This ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication in the
manner provided by law.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
December 10, 2019.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 12/12/19, The Leader Fee: $94.86

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2153

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 2,
“ADMINISTRATION,” AR-
TICLE II, TOWN OFFICERS
AND EMPLOYEES, DIVISION
3, PERSONNEL POSITIONS
AND SALARY SCHEDULE,”
SEC. 2-12.28, “SCHEDULE.”

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
December 10, 2019.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 12/12/19, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

COUNTY OF UNION

TAKE NOTICE that the undersigned will expose for sale at Public Auction, in
accordance with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and locations specified below, the following
motor vehicles which came into the possession of the Scotch Plains Police Department
through abandonment or failure of owners to claim same.

All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose.  Minimum bid for each
vehicle will be all towing and storage fees due to the towing agency.

Purchase must be made by cash or certified check.  A 10% deposit must be given at
time of auction.  Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.

The public auction shall be held on December 16, 2019 in accordance with the laws of
the State of New Jersey pertaining thereto.

The following vehicle may be examined at Frank’s Auto, 59 South Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey at 8:30 am. Public Auction will commence at 8:45 am.

MAKE YEAR VIN NO. MINIMUM BID
CHEVY  1994 2G1FP22P4R2107813 $4,500.00

Bozena Lacina, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 12/12/19, The Times Fee: $38.76

PUBLIC NOTICCE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RECREATION COMMISSION

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Recreation Commission of the
Township of Scotch Plains cancelled their
December 9, 2019 Meeting on that date.
The meeting has been rescheduled as
follows:

December 16, 2019.
Meeting start time is 7:30 p.m.;

Shady Rest/Scotch Hills Country Club
820 Jerusalem Road,

Scotch Plains, New Jersey

In accordance with the requirements of
Title II of the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990 (“ADA”), the Township of Scotch
Plains does not discriminate against quali-
fied individuals with disabilities on the ba-
sis of disability in its services, programs, or
activities. Anyone who requires an auxil-
iary aid or service for effective communi-
cation, or a modification of policies or pro-
cedures to participate in a program, ser-
vice, or activity of Scotch Plains should
contact Municipal Manager/Township of
Scotch Plains designated ADA Coordina-
tor as soon as possible before the sched-
uled event. Notifying the ADA coordinator
at least 72 hours in advance will enable the
Township to arrange for appropriate re-
sources. The ADA does not require the
Township of Scotch Plains to take any
action that would fundamentally alter the
nature of its programs or services, or im-
pose an undue financial or administrative
burden. Complaints that a program, ser-
vice, or activity of Scotch Plains is not
accessible to or inclusive of persons with
disabilities should be directed to Municipal
Manager/Township of Scotch Plains des-
ignated ADA Coordinator.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/12/19, The Times Fee: $37.74

F-SP Rotary Luminary Sales
To Begin This Weekend

FANWOOD/SCOTCH PLAINS –
During the month of December, the
Rotary Club of Fanwood-Scotch
Plains will sell luminaries at the
Fanwood Department of Public
Works on Manfra Way off of North
Avenue, across from the Fanwood
Memorial Library.

The sale dates are this Saturday
and Sunday, December 14 and 15,
and the following Saturday and Sun-
day, December 21 and 22, from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m., and Tuesday, Decem-
ber 24, from 9 a.m. to noon.

The luminary kits cost 75 cents
apiece in all quantities and include
paper bags, candles and sand. Cus-
tomers are encouraged to bring
buckets, boxes or plastic bags to
transport the sand. The kits can be
purchased in any quantity and pay-
ments can be made by cash or check.
Quantities over 100 also can be
purchased online by credit card. For
additional information regarding
online purchases, see the Rotary
Facebook page at facebook.com/
fsprotary.

Luminaries are traditionally used
to illuminate the streets on Christ-
mas Eve. A candle is nestled in sand
at the bottom of a paper bag and
placed along sidewalks to create a
beautiful walkway. The candles are
then lit at dusk on Christmas Eve.
Some neighborhoods in the area get
together and buy hundreds of kits to
create an amazing display.

All proceeds from the sale will be
used to fund the various charitable
and humanitarian projects that Ro-
tary supports, both locally and inter-
nationally.

The Rotary Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains has been serving the
community since 1938. The club
meets on Wednesdays at noon at the
Stage House Restaurant in Scotch
Plains. On the last Wednesday of the
month, the club meets in the evening
at 6:30 p.m. Guests are invited to
attend and learn about the good that
Rotary is doing worldwide. For fur-
ther information about the Rotary
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains, go
to fsprotary.org or visit the club’s
Facebook page at Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on December 9, 2019, for the
following applications decided upon at the
meeting held on November 13, 2019.

Darryl Steinberg, 12 Manchester
Drive. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct an inground pool, pergola, outdoor
kitchen area, outdoor fireplace, and patio
area contrary to Section 13.02D3 of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a setback for
an inground pool of 8 feet where the Ordi-
nance requires a minimum setback for an
inground pool of 15 feet. Application ap-
proved with conditions.

Ariel & Matthew Amster, 114 North
Scotch Plains Avenue. Applicants sought
approval to construct a deck contrary Sec-
tion 12.04F2 and 12.04G of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow a building coverage of
23.1% where the Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum building coverage with a deck of
22%; to allow an improvement coverage of
50.9% where the ordinance allows  a maxi-
mum all improvement coverage of 50%.
Application approved with conditions.

Alex Caprio, 912 Stevens Avenue.
Applicant sought approval to construct a
one-story addition contrary Section
12.04F1 and 12.04F2 of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow a building coverage
with a deck of 23.6% where the Ordinance
allows a maximum building coverage with
a deck of 22%; to allow a building coverage
of 21.6% where the ordinance allows a
maximum building coverage of 20%. Ap-
plication approved with conditions.

17-33 Elm Street, LLC., 17-33 Elm
Street. Applicant sought amended pre-
liminary and final major site plan approval
to amend condition #5 of the resolution to
allow for a change to the façade of the
building from what was previously ap-
proved by the Board. Application approved
with conditions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Board Secretary

1 T - 12/12/19, The Leader Fee: $47.94

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 9th day of
December the Zoning Board of the Town-
ship of Cranford, in the County of Union
took the following actions:

1. Application ZBA 19-014: Granted
approval to Gary Goodman/Goodman Re-
alty for a d(3) variance to permit condi-
tional use of space as a professional office
§255-39B(19) on Block: 189, Lot: 15.01 as
designated on the Township Tax Map also
known as 29 Alden Street in the D-C zone.

2. Application ZBA 19-015: Denied
approval to Christopher Ozolnieks for a
c(2) variance for a front yard fence on a
corner lot. On a corner lot, fences over 4
feet in height and/or greater than 50 per-
cent closed are not permitted in the front
yard including the side street frontage.
Proposed fence is 6 feet high and more
than 50 percent closed along the current
fence line that extends past the line of the
principle structure on the lot along the side
of the property adjacent to the street §255-
26K(2) on Block: 446 Lot: 1 as designated
on the Township Tax Map also known as
19 Connecticut Street in the R-3 zone.

Robert Bovasso
Secretary

1 T - 12/12/19, The Leader Fee: $28.05

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Township of Scotch
Plains, in the  County of Union, State of
New Jersey, at the office of the Township
Clerk, Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, 07076 (ATTN: Bozena Lacina,
Township Clerk) on or before December
31, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time or as
soon thereafter as the matter may be
reached, for “TREE REMOVAL,  TREE
TRIMMING,  & STUMP  GRINDING  SER-
VICES 2020   - 2021” in accordance with
the Specifications and Information to Bid-
ders prepared by the Township. At  that
time and place, such bids will be publicly
opened and read aloud. No bids shall be
received  other  than at the time and place
herein designated for their receipt, unless
mailed to the Township Clerk for receipt at
the designated time and place.

Copies of the Bid Documents may be
obtained during regular business hours
from the Township Clerk upon payment of
$25 for each complete set of documents,
which sum is non-refundable, beginning
December 12, 2019. Written questions
regarding the bid specifications may be
submitted to the Bozena Lacina, Town-
ship Clerk, at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076 on or before
December 23, 2019.

A certified check, cashier’s check or bid
bond in the amount of ten per cent (10%)
of the bid, but in no case in excess of two
thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500),
must be submitted with the bid guarantee-
ing that if a contract is awarded, the bidder
shall execute the contract. Bidders must
also submit a Consent of Surety with the
bid, wherein the Surety agrees to furnish a
performance bond if the Bidder is awarded
the contract.

The successful bidder shall be required
to submit a Performance Bond in a sum
equal to one hundred per cent (100%) of
the full amount of the contract. Such Per-
formance Bond must be furnished by the
successful bidder simultaneously with the
delivery of the executed contract.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and all other appli-
cable statutes, laws or regulations.

Bidders are required to submit a valid
Business Registration Certificate from the
State of New Jersey Department of Trea-
sury, Division of Revenue.

Each bid shall be enclosed in a sealed
envelope addressed to the Township Clerk,
bearing the name and address of the bid-
der, upon which shall be designated:

“TREE REMOVAL, TREE
TRIMMING, AND STUMP
GRINDING SERVICES 2020 -
2021"

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any and all bids under the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF
UNION AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

Alexander Mirabella
Municipal Manager

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

1 T - 12/12/19, The Times Fee: $65.28

Library to Present
Movies With Music

SCOTCH PLAINS — Movie lov-
ers are invited to the Scotch Plains
Public Library each Friday at noon
during December for movies with
music.

Rocketman (R, 121 minutes) will
be screened on December 13. This
musical film about the life of English
rock musician Elton John features
many of his songs.

Mary Poppins Returns (PG, 130
minutes) will be shown on December
20. Mary Poppins returns to whip up
a little magic for a family in danger of
having their house repossessed, to
emphasize the importance of family.

Aladdin (PG, 128 minutes) will be
the movie for December 27. This film
is a retelling of the famous Arabic
folktale about a street urchin who
pursues the princess of Agrabah with
the help of a powerful genie.

These movies are free and open to
all. Registration is not required. For
more information, visit scotlib.org,
call (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204, or email library@scotlib.org. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township.

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/form/subscribe

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

BOARD OF HEALTH

SPECIAL MEETING

The Board of Health of the Borough of
Garwood will hold a Special Hearing on
Thursday, December 18, 2019, at 6:00
p.m., in the Conference Room, Municipal
Building, at 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey.

The purpose of this hearing is for the
Garwood Board of Health to meet with a
Garwood Food Establishment concerning
inspections.

Kathleen J. Wierzbinski
Board of Health Secretary

Borough of Garwood
403 South Avenue

Garwood, New Jersey 07027
1 T - 12/12/19, The Leader Fee: $17.85

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
goleader.com/form/classified

WESTFIELD
Saturday, November 30, a motor

vehicle was reported stolen from the
driveway of a residence on the 400
block of Hillside Avenue. The vehicle
was parked and unlocked, with the key
fob inside of the vehicle, at the time the
theft occurred. The victim stated that
the approximate value of the vehicle is
$40,000. The victim also said an item
valued at $5,000 was in the vehicle at
the time of the theft. Shortly thereafter
the vehicle was recovered in another
jurisdiction.

Sunday, December 1, Ashuntay
Campbell-Tomasuol, 22, of New York
was arrested on charges of posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS) under 50 grams and
possession of CDS paraphernalia as a
result of a motor vehicle stop on the
400 block of North Avenue East in
which she was a passenger. She was
transported to police headquarters,
where she was processed and released
on a summons with a municipal court
date pending.

MOUNTAINSIDE
Thursday, December 5, at approxi-

mately 7:10 p.m., Mountainside Po-
lice received a report of a stolen mo-
tor vehicle in the area, which had
been taken from a home in Westfield
the day before with the key fob left
inside. Police officers observed the
vehicle on Route 22 near the Spring-
field border. As the police vehicle
pulled behind the stolen Jeep Wran-
gler, it increased speed and continued
on Route 22 West to the center U-
turns, where it then began to travel
along Route 22 East.

Police officers were in pursuit of
the vehicle using their emergency
lights and siren as the vehicle contin-
ued to flee. Officers chased the ve-
hicle on Route 22 East to the Garden
State Parkway North and then onto
Route 78 East. When the vehicle ex-
ited at West Peddie Avenue in New-
ark, Mountainside Police terminated
the pursuit out of concern for public

safety.
There were no injuries or reported

accidents during the event.
Mountainside Police continue to

stress the need to lock vehicles and
remove all key fobs from them.

CRANFORD
Wednesday, November 27, Robert

Thomas, 50, of Rahway was arrested
on charges of possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance, posses-
sion of prescription legend drugs and
possession of drug paraphernalia. A
2003 Honda was stopped at Centen-
nial Avenue and Raritan Road for
failing to signal a lane change. Fol-
lowing an investigation on scene,
police arrested a passenger, Thomas,
for suspected heroin, crack-cocaine,
Xanax and Oxycodone located inside
the vehicle. He was processed and
provided with a Superior Court ap-
pearance date. In addition, the driver
was issued a motor vehicle summons

for maintenance of lamps.
Saturday, November 30, John

Nelson, 36, of Irvington was arrested
on charges of possession of under 50
grams of marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia. A 2008 Ford was
stopped on Raritan Road for erratic
driving. Following an investigation
on scene, police arrested the driver,
Nelson, for suspected marijuana
found on him. He was processed and
provided with a municipal court ap-
pearance date. In addition, Nelson
was issued motor vehicle summonses
for an unsafe lane change, suspended
driving and possession of a controlled
dangerous substance in a motor ve-
hicle.

Saturday, November 30, Keith
Brown, 30, of Avenel was arrested
on charges of possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. A 2006
Hyundai was stopped on Raritan
Road for a brake lamp out. Follow-
ing an investigation on scene, police
arrested the driver, Brown, for pos-
session of suspected heroin. He was
processed and provided with a Su-
perior Court appearance date. In ad-

dition, Brown was issued motor ve-
hicle summonses for maintenance of
lamps and use of a cellular device
while driving.
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WHS Band and Choir to Hold
Christmas Tree Removal Fundraiser
WESTFIELD — Westfield High

School (WHS) Band and Choir
Christmas Tree Disposal Service is
set to take place on January 5, 2020.

Westfield High School Band and
Choir will once again be holding its
popular Christmas tree pick up
fundraiser. Proceeds will go directly
towards supporting meaningful mu-
sical experiences for band and choir
students at Westfield High School.

The pick up is scheduled for Sun-

day, January 5, 2020. High school
music students will remove the tree
from curb side and transport to the
conservation center. This service is
available to Westfield residents at
$20 per tree. Additional donations
are greatly appreciated.

Checks should be made to WHS
Music and cash are accepted.

Reservations can be made by De-
cember 27, by visiting
www.westfieldxmastree.com.

Westfield Foundation Distributes
Grants, Seeks Donations

WESTFIELD – In the third and
fourth quarter of 2019, Westfield
Foundation distributed $103,260 in
grants to 12 different agencies: Car-
ing Contact, Cranford First Aide
Squad, Jewish Family Service of Cen-
tral New Jersey, Emmanuel Cancer
Foundation, Alzheimer’s New Jer-
sey, Family Promise, Two Hundred
Club of Union County, Center for
Hope Hospice, Youth & Family Coun-
seling Services of New Jersey, YWCA
Union County, NJ Workshop for the
Arts and the Town of Westfield.

The diversity of grant recipients is
a testament to the fact that the
Foundation’s grants impact many
lives. The foundation focuses on four
sectors: Arts, Education, Health and
Social Services. Grants from the
Foundation help individuals and agen-
cies launch promising civic projects,
so they can become sustainable agen-

cies that meet a specific community
need.

This winter, Westfield Foundation
is holding its annual fundraising ap-
peal. The Foundation has added the
capability of making a secure dona-
tion, online, for the first time, at
www.thewestfieldfoundation.com.

The Foundation holds only one
annual fundraising campaign per year.
To donate by check, to the
foundation’s current annual appeal,
please send to: Westfield Founda-
tion, P.O. Box 2295, Westfield, N.J.
07091.

Questions about making a dona-
tion or for those interested in creating
a family legacy, which would benefit
the community for years to come,
please contact Betsy Chance, execu-
tive director, by phone at (908) 233-
9787 or by email to
foundation@westfieldnj.com.

MAKING AN IMPACT...The Westfield Foundation 2019 Executive Board is
pictured, left to right: Mark Swingle, vice-president; Nancy Wolf, treasurer;
Claudia Andrewski, secretary, and Robert Gorelick, president.

Westfield  Announces Kinder and First
Grade Registration in January

Registration Is Open for Literacy NJ
Tutor Training Program

AREA — Literacy New Jersey’s
(LNJ) Tutor Training Program con-
sists of six workshops, which will pro-
vide trainees with the tools and strate-
gies necessary for working with adults
in one of three categories: English As
A Second Language (ESL), High
School Equivalency, and Basic Skills.
Registration is now open for its Winter
2020 Tutor Training classes. The six
required sessions will take place from
7 to 9:30 p.m. on: Wednesday, January
8, 2020; Monday, January 13, 2020;
Wednesday, January 15, 2020;
Wednesday, January 22, 2020; Mon-
day, January 27, 2020; Wednesday,
February 26, 2020.

All sessions except for January 22
will take place at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, 224 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford. The January 22 session
will take place at the Elizabeth Pub-
lic Library, 11 South Broad Street,
Elizabeth.

After completing the training ses-
sions, tutors are matched with a small
group of students from the growing
waiting list of adults who need to im-
prove their literacy skills. Tutors meet
with their students in a public place,
usually a Union County library, for

two hours each week. New volunteers
are asked to make a commitment of at
least 50 hours.

LNJ provides ongoing supervision
and support to tutors in the form of free
Professional Development workshops
on specific topics such as Health Lit-
eracy, Learning Disabilities, and ESL
Conversation and Small Group In-
struction.

Volunteers must be at least 18-years
old, able to speak and read English and
willing to tutor in Union County. Teach-
ing experience nor ability to speak a
foreign language is necessary. The
training will provide volunteers with
techniques and strategies for working
with adult learners, as well as sample
instructional materials and activities.

There is a $45 non-refundable reg-
istration fee to cover the cost of books
and materials. For more information,
or to register, please call Literacy New
Jersey at (908) 486-1777 or email
nlama@literacynj.org.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Public School District will be reg-
istering children who will become
eligible for kindergarten in the
2020-2021 school year. The Dis-
trict also is interested in reaching
children who have not attended the
Westfield Public Schools for kin-
dergarten but will enter first grade
in the fall.

“It is very helpful for the District to
have this information so that we may
effectively plan for every new child,”
stated Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan, Ed.D. “We look for-
ward to welcoming our new young
learners.”

Kindergarten Registration for all
children who are residents of
Westfield, reaching the age of 5 on
or before October 1, 2020, will be
held at Lincoln School, 728 Westfield
Avenue. Lincoln School is the cen-
tralized kindergarten location for the
Westfield Public Schools. Parents
may register children eligible for
kindergarten on the dates and during
the times indicated below by first
calling (908) 789-4455 for an ap-
pointment.

Daytime appointments will be:
Monday, January 6, Tuesday, Janu-
ary 7 and Thursday, January 9 from
9:15 to 11:15 a.m.; Wednesday, Janu-
ary 15, Thursday, January 16 and
Friday January 17 from 1 to 3 p.m.;
Tuesday, January 28, Wednesday,
January 29, 9:15 to 11:15 a.m. and
Thursday, January 30, from 9:15 to
11:15 a.m.

Kindergarten evening appoint-
ments will be: Wednesday, January
22, and Thursday, January 23, from 6
to 8 p.m.

First Grade Registration for all chil-
dren who are residents of Westfield
reaching the age of 6 on or before
October 1, 2020 and have not yet
attended the Westfield Public Schools
is as follows:

Please call to make an appointment
to register your child at a school listed
below. Daytime Registration:

Franklin School (phone (908) 789-
4591) - Wednesday, January 15 and
Friday, January 17, from 9 a.m. to
3:30 p.m.

Jefferson School (phone (908) 789-
4490) - Tuesday, January 14 and
Wednesday, January 15, from 9 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m.

McKinley School (phone (908)
789-4555) - Thursday, January 23, 9
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Tamaques School (phone (908)
789-4580) - Thursday, January 23, 9
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Washington School (phone (908)
789-4600) - Tuesday, January 14, 9
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Wilson School (phone (908) 789-
4605) - Tuesday, January 21, 9 a.m. to
3:30 p.m.

Evening appointments to register
first graders who are new to the
Westfield Public Schools will be held
Tuesday, January 21, 6 to 8 p.m. (for
all schools) at the Administration
Building, 302 Elm Street, Room 106
(first floor). Please call (908) 789-
4420 for an evening appointment at
Elm Street.

All new students will be required to

have the following information for
registration in the Westfield Public
Schools:

Birth certificate with raised seal
from the Bureau of Vital Statistics;
Two proofs of residency documents
such as a copy of a recorded deed, tax
bill, mortgage statement or fully ex-
ecuted copy of lease agreement, along
with a current utility statement or any
other documentation that shows that
the student seeking to be enrolled
maintains his or her permanent home
within the Town of Westfield; Per-
sonal Health History; and Proof of
Immunization (most recent record),
which includes: Diphtheria, Pertussis
and Tetanus vaccine (DPT Series) – 4
doses with 1 dose given on or after the
fourth birthday, or any total of 5 doses.
Poliomyelitis vaccine – 3 doses of
inactivated polio vaccine (IPV), with
1 dose given on or after the fourth
birthday, or any 4 doses spaced by a
minimum of 1 month. MMR (Measles,
Mumps, Rubeola) – 2 doses OR
Rubeola (Measles) vaccine – 2 doses
given on or after the first birthday
separated by at least a month. Rubella
(German Measles) vaccine – 1 dose
given on or after the first birthday.
Mumps vaccine – 1 dose given on or
after the first birthday. Hepatitis B
vaccine – 3 doses. Varicella vaccine -
one dose of varicella vaccine on or
after the first birthday or proof of
disease or immunity upon entering
Kindergarten or Grade 1.

Only one entry physical examina-
tion is necessary for admission to
kindergarten or first grade (pre-K
physical may be the entry physical). A
five-year physical exam is recom-
mended.

For Pre-Kindergarten Students age
3 or older, a physical exam and Per-
sonal Health History form must be
presented, and the above immuniza-
tions record (age appropriate) in-
cluding: Pneumococcal Vaccine –
age 12-59 months, 1 dose after first
birthday. Current Seasonal Influenza
Vaccine – age 6 – 59 months, 1 dose
to be given between September 1
and December 31 of each year in
pre-school; and Haemophilis B –
age 12-59 months, 1 dose after first
birthday.

State law will not permit any child
to be admitted to a public school
unless immunizations have been com-
pleted and documented by an M.D.,
D.O., or Nurse Practitioner, specifi-
cally indicating a day, month and year
administered.

Registration, Personal Health His-
tory, Physical Exam and Medical
Records forms are available on the
district website at
www.westfieldnjk12.org. They are
located on the Family Resources tab
under the “Student Registration” and
should be printed and completed be-
fore the scheduled registration date.
These forms are also available by
calling one of the schools.

Should parents have any questions
about the registration process, please
call one of the Westfield Public
Schools. In the event of a delayed
opening or school closing due to in-
clement weather, registration for that
day will be rescheduled.

World Language Honor Societies
Holds Induction Ceremony at SPFHS
SCOTCH PLAINS — On Wednes-

day, November 13, a total of 32
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
students were inducted into their re-
spective world language honor soci-
eties during a ceremony replete with
pomp and circumstance. Flag-bear-
ing officers led their inductees into
the auditorium as cultural music
played.

Senior Derick Vega, who served as
Master of Ceremonies, began the night
by sharing his own experiences of
being raised bilingual at home and
then choosing to study a third lan-
guage, Italian, in middle and high
school. He then introduced various
guest speakers of the evening.

Junior, Matthew London, spoke
from the heart about his positive ex-
periences in his Chinese classes over
the years and gave specific thanks to
his teacher, Mrs. Li Salewski.

Senior, Michaela Genty, amused
the audience with her humorous tales
of traveling to France and speaking
with the locals. She also credited her
family’s French-Creole heritage as
her inspiration for studying French.

Senior, Kyle Isolda, shared his rea-
sons for studying Italian in middle
and high school and spoke with de-
light over the exchanges he was able
to have with his host family while
participating in the district’s Italian
exchange program.

Finally, Senior, Aleezah
Madraswalla, spoke with joy as she
shared her earliest memories of learn-

ing Spanish in second grade and trav-
eling to Mexico with her family. She
attributed the world language cur-
riculum for not just teaching her the
Spanish language but for giving her
the opportunity to explore and to ap-
preciate cultures of the Spanish-
speaking world.

The World Language Honor Soci-
ety officers conducted the induction
ceremonies for each language entirely
in the target language. The officers
included: Catherine Buren and Will-
iam Robertson (Chinese), Carina
Delcore and Michaela Genty
(French), Antoinette Chango and
Christina Gubernat (Italian), and Sarai
Romero and Tara Wolman (Spanish).

This year’s Chinese Honor Society
Inductees were Justin Chan, Kaelie
Chung, Juan Rojas, Ryan Eng, Mar-
garet Lapolla, Evelyn Liang, Mat-
thew London, Thomas Peeney and
Myles Talmadge.

Inducted into the French Honor
Society were Chloe Alce, Jessica
Jimenez, Shruti Khandelwal, Chloe
Rousseau, and Jamie Wirth.

Italian Honor Society Inductees in-
cluded Lauren Brenner, Abby
Conklin, John Dazzo, Joshua Fox,
Paul Harris, Lily Holston, Luke Jones,
Joseph Larmore, Michael Marino,
Roy McGowan, Maxwell Oross, and
Derick Vega.

Inducted into the Spanish Honor
Society were Kayla Avila, Conor
Feeney, Ava Gelling, Patrick Howard,
Daniel Sicinski, Zoe Wernsing.

Photo courtesy of Jefferson Team Legorio
TEAM LEGORIO...Pictured, from left to right, are: Aaron Rudnick, Neev
Nedungadi, Luke Jenner, Wilson Wright, Evan Tukaczynski and Mahie Panjwani,
who all compete as Team Legorio during the Lego League qualifying round,
advancing to the state championship taking place December 14-15.

Photo Credit: Westfield Public Schools
MATH WHIZ...Westfield High School Principal Mary Asfendis, far right,
congratulates seniors, pictured from left to right, Brad Hornbeck, Stephen Park,
Angela Wang and Jeremy Kronheimer, for their perfect scores of 800 on the
Math Level 2 portion of the October SATs.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School French Honor Society Inductees

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Italian Honor Society Inductees

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Chinese Honor Society Inductees

Columbia Bank Completes
First Ever “Week of Giving”

FAIR LAWN — Columbia Bank
recently completed its first ever
“Week of Giving,” inspired by their
recent acquisition of Atlantic
Stewardship Bank and the deep
connection both banks have towards
giving back.

Over the course of the week, more
than 400 bank employees volunteered
at local community and charitable
organizations within their common
service areas to help children with
homework, assist health care centers
with holiday decorating, support
programs for teens in need, feed the
hungry and more. Nearly 100% of
the bank’s northern region employees
participated in the event providing
approximately 80 volunteer service
hours.

Organizations that received
support and a donation included Boys
& Girls Club of Passaic, Calvary
Temple, Center for Food Action,
Christian Health Care Center,
CUMAC, Eva’s Village, Foundation
for the Handicapped, Holland
Christian Home, Oasis, Servant’s
Heart Ministries, Star of Hope
Ministries, and Youth Consultation

Services.
“The Week of Giving was a great

opportunity for Team Columbia to
give back during the holiday season,”
said Thomas J. Kemly, President and
CEO of Columbia Bank. “It
reinforced our growing commitment
to our communities and the fact that
our Two Great Community Banks
are now One Banking Solution.”

For exciting pictures of the event,
please visit Columbia Bank’s social
media pages.

About Columbia Bank
Headquartered in Fair Lawn, NJ

Columbia Bank has an asset base of
over $7 billion and operates 64 full-
service offices throughout New
Jersey. Columbia Bank offers a wide
range of consumer and commercial
products, including online and mobile
banking, localized lending centers as
well as title, investment and wealth
management services. For more
information about Columbia Bank’s
full line of products and services,
visit their website at
ColumbiaBankOnline.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

We Sell

Space
To Advertise,

Call the Spaceman
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com
Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SANTA’S HELPER...One of Santa’s helpers gives out candy canes to children at
Fanwood’s Holiday Celebration on Sunday. goleader.com/form/bulletin
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Jefferson Robotics Team
Advances to State Championship

WESTFIELD — A team of six
Jefferson School fifth graders will
compete in the state championship of
the First Lego League, a robotics
competition that has students, ages 9-
14, strategizing, designing, building,
programming and testing an autono-
mous robot while applying real-world
math and science concepts.

Team Legorio, made up of Luke
Jenner, Neev Nedungadi, Mahie

Panjwani, Aaron Rudnick, Evan
Tukaczynski and Wilson Wright, was
one of 5 teams out of 24 to advance
during a qualifying round on Novem-
ber 24. The team also won the Project
Award for outstanding innovative
project.

Team Legorio, which is run by par-
ent volunteers, will compete against
80 teams from across the state on
December 14 and 15.
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Premiere Stages Presents
Reading of The Wolf
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

The Irishman
At 3 Hours & 29 Minutes, it all Depends®

3 popcorns

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

“Fuhgeddaboudit” was the advice
from those who decided against climb-
ing the movie mountain that is Martin
Scorsese’s The Irishman, all three
hours and 29 minutes of it. Dilemmas
presented themselves. How many
times will I have to go to the bath-
room? Should we skip breakfast, have
dinner now, pack a picnic lunch, or
maybe even book a room close to the
theater? The destinies of whole lives
were changed for those strict con-
structionists who wouldn’t succumb
to the tyranny of their bladders by
availing themselves of the small
screen, Netflix offering.

Me? Nope. I came this far in my
moviegoing…lived through the days
of when films broke in midstream,
before stadium seating coddled your
frame and prior to the advent of whis-
pering waitresses asking if you wanted
cheese-drenched nachos. I will see it
on the big silver screen and damn the
consequences. Thus began my jour-
ney, knowing full well that, unlike
The Ten Commandments (1956) and
several other movies of storied length,
there’d be no intermission and prob-
ably no reward of a bumper sticker
noting my feat, nothing I might attach
next to the one informing, “This Car
Climbed Mt. Washington.”

Thirsty, intentionally dehydrated, I
was ready. Gosh knows that any hasty
return from the facilities would surely
bring those dreaded words from my
movie partner: “YOU MISSED THE
MOST IMPORTANT PART.” And
of course, said unseen portion, to
forever be known as the “lost foot-
age,” will stunt your cinema knowl-
edge in the same way that being out
sick with a cold when they taught the
8-Times Table in grammar school
kept you from becoming President.
And you know what tragedy that un-
leashed.

All this said, for those still wonder-
ing whether to attempt the moviegoing
version of crossing the Great Plains
by covered wagon, Mr. Scorsese’s
encyclopedic buffet of things Wise
Guys is pretty good but not necessar-
ily great. However, for those who
simply can’t get enough gangland jar-
gon, non-stop mob hits and the recita-
tion of Cosa Nostra doctrine, and
who would like a respite from con-
stantly re-running Goodfellas (1990)
and all three Godfather films, The
Irishman is a competent addendum.
The length and violently charged
breadth of this blood-stained extrava-
ganza in the hands of a lesser director
would have doubtlessly proved an
unwieldy mishmash.

Act One, Scene One, we meet Rob-

ert De Niro’s Frank Sheeran, hitman/
Teamster boss, at a ripe old age in a
nursing facility from whence he re-
lates his life’s tale to nurses’ aides,
visiting FBI agents and sometimes
just us. Expertly shuffled flashbacks
aided by a terrific switching of period
correct art direction and hi-tech en-
hanced makeup draw us into this sor-
did tale of tarnished majesty. It’s ugly,
controversial and, we unfortunately
suspect, an educative window into
that part of our nature we’ve been
trying to purge ever since Oog clob-
bered Eek on the head for that wooly
mammoth he then dragged to his cave.

Indeed, fans of the brand, admit-
tedly or not, become at least tempo-
rarily enamored of this parallel civili-
zation that thumbs its broken nose at
what normal society calls the straight
and narrow. The organized mobster
rationalizes that the above-ground
world is a con and weighted against
his ilk. Whereas, in the agency of the
Mafia, the playing field is evened.

But unlike most permutations of
this evil culture, the Scorsese take
this go-round has deflated the air of
any romanticization. While De Niro’s
assassin is full-bodied, he is
sociopathically bereft of any true hu-
manity. Like his mentor, Joe Pesci’s
fantastically drawn bigwig, Russell
Bufalino, he is merely a butchering
automaton, his movements and deci-
sions geared to prevailing in the hid-
eous, kill or be killed chess game in
which he is a zealous participant.

Pending a rather fatalistic, philo-
sophical wrap-up in the last half hour,
Scorsese whimsically counterpunches
the perpetrated bravado with brief,
printed overlays identifying a charac-
ter and informing when and if they
were ultimately rubbed out or sent to
the pokey. It’s a reminder that for all
the glorification rendered these cold-
blooded murderers in the service of
our guilty thrills, crime usually doesn’t
pay. These are bad men who “don’t
need no stinkin’” rationale.

But sadly, as was exampled with
G.D. Spradlin’s crooked Senator Pat
Geary in The Godfather: Part II
(1974) and as is seen every day in the
finaglings of a Congress that has all
but abrogated its Constitutional duty
in defense of power-hungry corrup-
tion, the justification is regularly fed.
Still, the true nature of what bad is
must be constantly hammered home,
lest these pretenders at government
foist upon us their own, self-serving
definition.

The question is, do you want to
immerse yourself for three hours and
29 minutes in this albeit expertly
crafted iteration of the infernal un-
derground where The Irishman
wreaks his iniquities? Setting my own
personal record, I didn’t leave my
seat once, if that helps you.

The Irishman, rated R, is a Netflix
release directed by Martin Scorsese
and stars Robert De Niro, Joe Pesci and
Al Pacino. Running time: 209 minutes.

Cranford Photo Book
New at Holiday Fair
CRANFORD -- Jean Kreiling has

just announced the publication of her
new book, “Cranford, NJ, Photos of
the Town.” It contains a wide variety
of pictures of many of the things that
make Cranford such a memorable
town. These include street scenes,
town events, churches, parks, major
buildings and more. The book is avail-
able at Simply, at 11 North Union
Avenue in Cranford. The author will
be at the Cranford United Methodist
Church's (CUMC) "Christmas
Shoppe" on Saturday, December 14,
between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. with her
book and an assortment of photos of
Cranford. The church is located on
the corner of Lincoln and Walnut
Avenues. CUMC’s annual Christmas
Shoppe and Soup Fest, has a vast
array of craftsman and holidays items
for sale and delicious soups for sale.

Gift Wrapping at Lord & Taylor to
Benefit Westfield Historical Society

Continuo Arts Orchestra to Hold
Holiday Show Spectacular

Downtown Cranford Holiday
Shop Has Carolers, S’mores

CRANFORD – Downtown
Cranford will hold its Holiday Shop
this weekend, Friday through Sun-
day, downtown. There will be holi-
day caroling, in-store specials, pro-
motions, discounts, and more. This is
a great opportunity to wrap up holi-
day shopping!

The Celebration Singers will be
performing during the Holiday Shop
on Friday, December 13, from 6-8

p.m. They’ll be caroling throughout
downtown to help get you in the holi-
day spirit!

Also, the Hot Chocolate & S’mores
will return during the Holiday Shop!
Weather permitting, it will be located
at Eastman Plaza Clock from noon to
4 p.m. on Saturday, December 14. If
the weather’s not cooperating, the
Hot Chocolate & S’mores will be a
Cranford Vanilla Bean Creamery.

Photo courtesy of Downtown Cranford
HEATING UP THE HOLIDAYS...The Hot Chocolate & S’mores will return
during the Holiday Shop in downtown Cranford. Weather permitting, it will be
located at Eastman Plaza Clock from noon to 4 p.m. on Saturday, December 14.
If the weather’s not cooperating, the Hot Chocolate & S’mores will be a Cranford
Vanilla Bean Creamery.

DWC Offering Elfie
Selfie Contest

WESTFIELD – The Downtown
Westfield Corporation is holding
a drawing where shoppers can send
in a selfie with and Elf on the Shelf
at participating stores in down-
town. The Westfield Elfie Selfie
Contest Rules are as follows: make
a purchase at a downtown busi-
ness with a “Shop Local ELf” win-
dow cling; find their Elf on the
Shelf; take an “Elfie Selfie” with
your receipt; tag both the business
and #WestfieldElfieSelfie on
Instagram or Facebook; a winner
will be selected weekly, at random
through December 29. See
westfieldtoday.com for participat-
ing stores and more details.

Westfield to Celebrate Holidays with
Elf Movie, Gingerbread House, More
WESTFIELD — On Saturday,

December 14, starting at 4 p.m., all
are invited to wear an Ugly Holiday
Sweater and join in for a group photo
at Downtown Westfield Corporation’s
holiday celebration,
XTRAVAGANZAlorious, to be held
by the South Avenue Train Station
Tree. A DJ will be spinning holiday
tunes, and visitors can warm up with
a cup of Kilwin’s hot cocoa

The holiday event will conclude
with the 30-minute outdoor movie,

An Elf’s Story, written by Westfield’s
own, Kenneth Waddell, from 5:15 to
5:45 p.m. Bring blankets and chairs
for the outdoor screening. Visitors
will have the chance to meet Chippey
the Elf and Mr. Waddell.

The festivities will also include a
Walk-in Snow Globe for family pho-
tos, a ‘Gingerbread’ House open from
4 to 5:15 p.m., gingerbread cookie
decorating, and attendees can enter in
the Candy Cane Pull—25 families
will win a prize!

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SOUNDS OF THE HOLIDAY...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Moonglowers
Rhythm Section performs at Fanwood Holiday Celebration and Christmas Tree
Lighting held last Sunday.

UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University, in partnership with The
International Academy of Television
Arts and Sciences Foundation, pre-
sented Violet Macdonald’s original
pilot The Wolf, winner of the 2019 Sir
Peter Ustinov Television Scriptwriting
Award, on November 24 at the Sofitel
Hotel in New York. Directed by
Premiere’s producing artistic director
John J. Wooten and presented as part
of the International Emmy® Awards,
the reading featured accomplished
actors Nataysha Echevarria, Lianne
Kressin, Reynaldo Piniella, Louis
Sallan and Andy Truschinski, as well
as Kean Theatre Conservatory student
Christopher Grant ’20 and alumna
Megan Tobias ’19.

Ms. Tobias, a resident of Winfield
Park and recent recipient of a dual
degree in BFA Theatre Performance
and BA Honors History, said, “The
best part was seeing the screenwriter
before and after the reading. Violet
[Macdonald] looked over the moon
about what we had done and that just
made me feel so fulfilled. Having the
opportunity to talk to her afterwards

and discuss her script was surreal.”
Ms. Macdonald is an Australian/

British writer living in Montreal. She
grew up on the island of Tasmania,
where she spent her time writing hun-
dreds of poems and short stories, some
of which would see her go on to win
accolades such as the Ted Hughes
Young Poets Award, the H.E. Bates
Short Story Award, and the title of
reigning Australian Junior Bush Po-
etry Champion. After finishing her
studies in English Literature and Phi-
losophy, she became an award-win-
ning copywriter.

The International Academy of Tele-
vision Arts and Sciences Foundation
administers the Sir Peter Ustinov Tele-
vision Scriptwriting Award. The com-
petition is designed to motivate non-
American novice writers under the
age of 30, and offer them the recogni-
tion and encouragement that might
lead to a successful career in television
scriptwriting. Entrants are asked to
create a completed half-hour to one-
hour English-language television
drama script. The award winner re-
ceives $2,500, a trip to New York City,
and an invitation to the International
Emmy® Awards Gala.

“This unique collaboration with the
International Academy of Television
Arts and Sciences is a perfect embodi-
ment of the Premiere Stages mission
to develop and encourage emerging
artists,” stated Mr. Wooten.

SUMMIT — The eleventh annual
“Christmas Time in the City” Holi-
day concert will be presented on Sat-
urday, December 14, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Lawton C. Johnson Summit
Middle School. A production by the
Continuo Arts Foundation, this con-
cert features over 200 singers, seven
choirs from Union, Morris, Essex and
surrounding counties, soloists, the
Continuo Arts Chamber Orchestra,
Santa, audience sing-a-longs and spe-
cial guest artists!

The individual and combined
Continuo Arts Ensembles & Cham-

ber Orchestra will present many pe-
rennial holiday favorites including
works by Faure and others. Concert-
goers will enjoy the distinctive French
theme of this year’s program. The
Continuo Arts NJ Children’s Choir
and a visit by Santa always have sur-
prise vignettes in store for young chil-
dren and they can look forward to an
opportunity for picture taking after
the performance!

Tickets are $10 and $20. Doors
will open at 7 p.m. Call (908) 264-
5324 or visit www.continuoarts.com
for more information.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield His-
torical Society will offer holiday gift
wrapping at Lord & Taylor of
Westfield. Each holiday season, the
Lord & Taylor store of Westfield al-
lows volunteers from the Westfield
Historical Society to expertly wrap
shoppers’ gifts as a fundraiser for the
Society. For a small donation, volun-
teers will wrap holiday gifts, right
there on the spot at the gift-wrapping
station located near the center of the
store on the first floor. Shoppers can
choose from a variety of beautiful
wrappings and ribbons.

The schedule is as follows: Satur-
day and Sunday, December 14, 15, 21
and 22; and Tuesday, December 24.

Gift wrappers are scheduled from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m.

Spread the holiday cheer even further
this year and have those Lord & Taylor
gift purchases wrapped while helping
the Westfield Historical Society.

The Westfield Historical Society
celebrated its 50th anniversary in
2018. Since 1968, the 501(c)(3) non-
profit Westfield Historical Society
has worked to preserve, interpret and
encourage interest in history,
Westfield, and its residents through
educational efforts and community
outreach programs.

For more information on the
Westfield Historical Society, visit
http://westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

Peter and the Starcatcher
At Hillside Ave. School

CRANFORD — Please come and
support the amazing acting and dedi-
cation of HAS student cast, stage
crew and teachers, at the Peter and
the Starcatcher play on Friday, De-
cember 13, at 7 p.m. and Saturday,
December 14, at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. at
the Hillside Avenue School. It is a
wonderful opportunity to enjoy some
fun theatre that’s family friendly. To
purchase advance tickets, go to https:/
/has.booktix.com/cart.php.

Peter and the Starcatcher tells a
story of how a miserable orphan
comes to be The Boy Who Would Not
Grow Up (a.k.a. Peter Pan). A young
orphan and his mates are shipped off
from Victorian England to a distant
island ruled by the evil King Zarboff.

They know nothing of the mysterious
trunk in the captain’s cabin, which
contains a precious, otherworldly
cargo. At sea, the boys are discovered
by a spunky young girl named Molly,
(a Starcatcher-in-training) who real-
izes that the secret trunk contains a
precious cargo (starstuff)--a celestial
substance so powerful that it must
never fall into the wrong hands. When
the ship is taken over by the pirates–
led by the fearsome Black Stache, a
villain determined to claim the trunk
and its treasure for his own–the jour-
ney quickly becomes a thrilling ad-
venture. Peter and the Starcatcher
playfully explores the depths of greed
and despair...and the bonds of friend-
ship, duty and love.

Carolers to Sing in
Downtown Westfield

WESTFIELD – The soft sounds
of Christmas carolers will spread
cheer throughout the downtown
this holiday season. Starting on
Saturday, December 14, at 3 p.m.
the School of Rock will have stu-
dents performing at the Northside
Train Station. At 4 p.m. the First
United Methodist Church will
have its free Christmas show.
Then, on Sunday, December 15,
at 10 a.m. the Redeemer Choir
will sing on Elm and Quimby
Streets. The following weekend,
on, Thursday, December 19, at 6
p.m. students from Roosevelt In-
termediate School will sing car-
ols around the town. On Friday,
December 20, at 6 p.m. RMC
Studio will have music at the
Northside Train Station. Commu-
nity caroling will take place on
Saturday and Sunday, December
21 and 22.

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski

3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,

child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic
violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.
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Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
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CDC Puts the Wonder in Staged
Production of It’s a Wonderful Life

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD -- Iconic movies are
tough to reimagine for the stage.
Classics like King Kong, Moulin
Rouge, Tootsie and To Kill a Mock-
ingbird are examples of Broadway
taking on these beloved movies and,
for the most part, delighting the
audiences with adaptations.
Cranford Dramatic Club’s latest
production, It’s a Wonderful Life,
by Philip Grecian and based on the
film by Frank Capra, is quite a faith-
ful representation of the 1946 black
and white movie. In the hands of
Cranford Dramatic Club’s (CDC)
Producer Sean Eugene Lough and
Director Maurice J. Moran, the be-

loved classic comes alive in living
technicolor.

The local talent for this play must
be strong enough to stand up against
the memorable performances of
Jimmy Stewart, Donna Reed and
Lionel Barrymore. That’s quite a
heavy request, but these actors do
an admirable job. The movie was
nominated for five Academy Awards
including Best Picture category and
is number one on the list of most
inspirational American films of all
times. This production of “Wonder-
ful” is just that. Wonderful. Up to
the challenge, the cast of 23 fea-
tures children and adults with some
taking on more than two roles each
to bring the sleepy little town of

Bedford Hills alive.
CDC does a bang-up job in trans-

porting the audience to the well-
known scenes. An ambitious, inven-
tive set by E. Dale Smith-Gallo and
Ken Budris makes use of the full
stage. In fact, the director found eight
staging areas for intimate character
scenes, as well as scenes involving
the whole company.

“Silent Night” is sung in the open-
ing by brightly costumed children
then with the added adults while
George Bailey (a marvelous Ben
Bouffard) stands above them on a
bridge asking God why he was born.
He’s $8,000 in debt due to no fault of
his own, he lives in a dilapidated

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL’S WELL...George Bailey (Ben Bouffard) learns to appreciate his own worth while Clarence (Michael Marcus),
pictured top right, gets his wings in the Cranford Dramatic Club’s production of It’s a Wonderful Life that runs through this
Sunday, with evening and matinee performances. For tickets and schedule, see cdctheatre.org.

house, he has a house full of kids he
can barely feed and feels like a fail-
ure. His guardian angel Clarence
(Michael Marcus) comes to earth to
show him what he has done for the
town. Somewhat like Charles
Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol,” we
see George’s past growing up, his
present as an adult and then a form of
a “what if” shown through the eyes
of the angel Joseph (Joseph Sweeney)
and Clarence, ASC, Angel Second
Class, waiting to earn his wings.

Through glimpses into George’s
life, we meet people who have af-
fected him. The villain, of course, is
Mr. Potter. Playing that stellar Lionel
Barrymore role is CDC stage vet-
eran Bob Pells. As he tools around in
a beautiful cane-backed wooden
wheelchair, Mr. Pells attains the gruff
demeanor of a man who, as Mrs.
Bailey (strongly played by Lisa
Barnett) says, “He hates everything
he doesn’t have.” Potter doesn’t have
the respect and admiration that her
son George has. George has always
wanted to explore the world, go to
college, build skyscrapers and do a
million other things. But after his
father has a stroke and dies, he has
been tied to his duties to the Bailey
Building and Loan Company. George
has sacrificed his whole life for the
good of others.

The scenes between George’s girl-
friend, who ultimately becomes his
wife Mary Hatch (Rachel
Zuckerman), are especially tender.
Good chemistry between Mr.
Bouffard and Ms. Zuckerman make
for that credibility. Mr. Bouffard has
the vocal dexterity and range to make
us feel his pain, his delight, his dis-
appointment.

Comic relief is brought by Millie

Cortes playing the role of Violet and
Susan Roberts who brings the house
down as Tilly and the voice of Mrs.
Hatch, Mary’s mother. Uncle Billy
(Eric Wallaby) plays the delightful
relative who absentmindedly loses
the $8,000. We love him and see in
the “what if” section of the projected
life of George that he could have
wound up in an insane asylum if
George had never been born.

A tip of the hat to the clever use of
projections on the upstage wall to
help in cementing the location and
weather of outdoor scenes. Lighting
design by Mark Reilly features lovely
shadows and perfect spotlights at the
cues. Sound design by Sean Lough
drops WWII bombs, a baby’s cry
and other perfectly placed auditory
enhancements.

Photo courtesy of CDC Theatre
THAT’S WHAT FRIENDS ARE FOR...Pictured is the cast of It’s A Wonderful Life, “No man is a failure who has friends!”
Now on stage at CDC Theatre in Cranford through the weekend.

CONTINUED AT RIGHT

One woman was overheard at in-
termission saying, “Yeah, I wondered
how they were going to do that
scene.” No spoiler alert here, but the
dance in the gymnasium where the
floor opens to the swimming pool
beneath, the narrators Joseph and
Clarence do the honors of telling us
what happened.

This production, a truly terrific
show for the whole family at Christ-
mas, shows the domino effect of our
lives. We don’t know whose life has
been changed in large or small ways
by our own. Ultimately, George
comes to realize it’s not the presents
under the Christmas tree that bring
joy, but the presence of those we
love that gives our lives meaning.
Thank you, Cranford Dramatic Club
for this seasonal gift.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOLIDAY TUNES...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Chamber Choir
performs holiday tunes at Fanwood’s annual Holiday Celebration and Christmas
Tree Lighting on Sunday afternoon.

The New Jersey Lottery is a provider of fun and entertaining games 

that are not intended for anyone under the age of 18. Parents are 

urged to think twice about gifting lottery tickets to children. For more 

information about responsible gaming, visit njlottery.com.

Lottery is not child’s play.

‘Tis the season
to gift responsibly.

Must be 18 or older to buy a lottery ticket. Please play responsibly.
If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, call 1-800-GAMBLER®.

Parents are urged to think twice about gifting lottery tickets to children.

Announcing the NEW apartment homes and amenities at 
Lantern Hill, the premier senior living community in New 
Providence. Our new residence building, Bell Pavilion, is now 
open, featuring stunning floor plans with high-end finishes, like 
the stylish Belvedere.

New Providence 
LanternHillCommunity.com

13
79
64
88

The Belvedere
One bedroom, one and a half bath 
with screened-in balcony or patio.

New senior living apartment homes at 

Lantern Hill NOW OPEN

ONLY A LIMITED NUMBER OF NEW HOMES REMAIN!  
Call 1-800-208-1976 for your free brochure.

Screened-In
Balcony/Patio
13’0” x 5’7”

Living/Dining Area
18’1” x 14’5”

DW

Kitchen
10’0” x 9’0”

Ref.P.

Bedroom
13’10” x 14’6”

Linen

Bath

Powder
Room

W/D

Walk-In 
Closet

7’7” x 4’8”
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SENIORS MURPHY, FURFARO, LEVY, WIDMAN; JUNIOR LINDER RECEIVE ALL-STATE CENTRAL 1 HONORS

Raiders Battled Consistency; Finished 12-8-3 in Boys Soccer
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Consistency problems prima-
rily due to injuries may not have
allowed the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys soc-
cer team to enjoy as successful

season as desired. But neverthe-
less the Raiders did have a good
share of success by competing in
the Union County Tournament
(UCT) semifinals in addition to
advancing to the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 championship

game and finishing with a 12-8-
3 record.

Interestingly, four of the Raid-
ers’ losses were to the No. 3
ranked Elizabeth Minutemen, who
finished 20-1-4, and whose only
loss was a 3-2 setback to No. 1
Clifton in the Group 4 semifinal
game. The two regular-season
losses to the Minutemen were 2-
0 and 2-1, respectively. The third
loss was 3-2, double overtime in

the UCT semifinals and the fourth
was 1-0 for the sectional crown.

In that UCT semifinal against
the Minutemen, the Raiders over-
came a 2-1, halftime deficit on
an early goal by senior Ryan
Widman. From there, the Raid-
ers dominated play and had the
lion’s share of opportunities but
were unable to convert. The sec-
tional championship game had
another twist of bad luck for the
Raiders when Minuteman Emilano
Caballero was awarded a penalty

kick and converted the only goal
of the game. That scenario
seemed to come into play
throughout the entire season.

Raider Head Coach Tom
Breznitsky, whose career won/
loss/tie record rose to 761-185-
63, commented, “I always tell
my teams you need three things
to be successful. ‘You have to be
good, you have to be lucky and
you have to stay healthy.’ Two of
them bit us in our losses, half

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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through injuries. That didn’t allow us
consistency due to constant lineup
changes. We never got into a smooth
form.”

The Raiders did pull off some big wins,
which included at 1-0 victory over the

Westfield Blue Devils early in the season.
After a 0-0 halftime deadlock, the Raid-
ers amped up the juice and dominated
the second half. Sophomore midfielder
Ethan Koseoglu scored the sole goal on

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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an assist from sophomore at-
tacker Nkem Okorie. The Raiders
also took out Steinert, 3-2, East
Brunswick, 2-1, and Delran, 2-1.
The Raiders defeated Oratory
Prep, 3-2, in the UCT
quarterfinals. The Raiders went
on to defeat JP Stevens, 3-0, and
Plainfield, 2-0, then edged
Westfield, 1-0, in the sectional
semifinal when junior midfielder
Nick Tittanegro scored off a cor-
ner kick from senior two-time
co-captain Owen Murphy.

The Raiders’ three ties were to

Summit, 1-1, Plainfield, 1-1, and
Mendham, 1-1. However, other
than a 4-1 loss the Hunterdon
Central, the Raiders suffered
stinging losses to Summit, 2-1,
Westfield, 1-0, and Piscataway,
4-3. The loss to the Blue Devils
came on a second-half goal by
John Desena.

“Seven games we lost by one
goal. In the case of Elizabeth, we
never got the break we needed.
Three of four were by one goal. In
the counties we lost 3-2 in the last
overtime,” Coach Breznitsky said.

The Raiders did outscore op-
ponents 40-28 but that was in 23
games, less than two goals per
game but the strong defense and
senior co-captain/goalkeeper
Danny Coyle kept them in all but
one game.

“I was a little concerned with
goal production. We had oppor-
tunities but didn’t do a good job
converting but I am proud of how
hard they all worked all season.
They all worked hard day-in and
day-out,” Coach Breznitsky said.

Senior attacker Alvaro Furfaro,

who was selected First Team All-
UC and Third Team All-State Cen-
tral 1, led the team in scoring
with nine goals and five assists.
Senior midfielder Colin Dwyer
netted six goals and an assist
and Murphy (First Team All-UC,
First Team All-State Central 1)
scored five goals and had five
assists.

Senior co-captain Alex Levy
(All-State Honorable Mention)
scored four goals and added four
assists. Widman (All-State Hon-
orable Mention) netted four goals

and three assists. Senior Dean
Kirian notched three goals and
four assists and senior Chris Vinci
scored two goals and had four
assists.

Junior co-captain/defender
Joey Linder was selected First
Team All-UC and Second Team
All-State Central 1.

Coach Breznitsky concluded, “It
was not a bad season. We made
it to the Union County semifinals
and sectional finals. If you can get
to those points in a season, you
can consider it a good season.”
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Experienced Group
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Cougars Look to Turn

Close Losses to Wins
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