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Congratulations to the Top Producers for the Month of March!

Sharon 
Steele
Top Sales and Overall Production

908.447.3579

Beth
Sullivan
Top Listings

908.447.3579

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PLAY BALL!... The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball Association kicked off its 64th year last Friday night at Booth
Field with teams lining up, awards presentations and a ceremonial first pitch before it was time to “play ball!”

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TEAM ANTMAN...Team Antman lines up for the start of the 64th season of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball Association last Friday night at Booth
Field.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GO GET YOUR EASTER EGGS...The rain held off and Fanwood’s annual
Easter Egg Hunt attracted several hundred children and their adults on
Saturday at Forest Road Park. Volunteers from the recreation commission
placed 2,000 eggs, some with prize tickets, around mini-fields designated for
specific age groups.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GRAB THOSE EASTER EGGS...A few hundred kids track down more than
6,000 eggs at Saturday morning's Easter Egg Hunt at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains.
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County Awards $1.5 Mil.
In Infrastructure Grants

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County Free-
holder Board last Thursday awarded
$1.5 million in infrastructure grants to
the 21 municipalities in the county. This
is the fifth year of the matching grant
program, which is paid out of proceeds
from the 2014 sale of Runnells Special-
ized Hospital.

“When you give municipalities an
opportunity to invest in their roads and
their downtowns, they will have the
best and most inventive ideas,” said
Freeholder Chris Hudak, who initiated
the program when he was chairman in
2015.

He said the total amount from the
Runnells sale was $7.7 million for a
combined county grant and municipal
match countywide of $14.4 million in-
vested in municipal infrastructure.

The awards were given out as fol-
lows: Clark, $50,000, roadway im-
provements; Berkeley Heights,
$55,000, miscellaneous drainage im-
provements; Elizabeth, $125,000,
Marciante-Millet-Jackson Park im-
provements; Fanwood, $55,000,
Stewart Place and Ginder Place road
improvements;

Garwood, $40,000, municipal facili-
ties repairs; Kenilworth, $65,000, Bor-
ough Hall safety and security improve-
ments; Linden, $100,000, resurfacing
of Cranford Avenue; Mountainside,
$50,000, resurfacing of Partridge Run;
Hillside, $55,000, Orchard Terrace
drainage improvements; New Provi-
dence, $35,000, sidewalk improve-
ments; Plainfield, $100,000, Woodland
Avenue roadway improvements;
Rahway, $85,000, roadway surfacing
project; Roselle, $60,000, roadway im-
provements project; Roselle Park,
$55,000, improvements to Filbert
Street;

Scotch Plains, $100,000, roadway

assistance program; Cranford, $92,500,
paving program; Springfield, $57,500,
improvements to Evergreen Avenue;
Union, $90,000, phase II of Fairway
Drive South road improvement project;

Westfield, $95,000, improvements
to Rahway Avenue; Winfield Park,
$20,000, improvements; and Summit,
Wallace Road drainage improvements.

During public comments on resolu-
tions including the infrastructure grant,
Garwood resident Bruce Paterson con-
tinued his opposition on requiring towns
to match grants they receive from the
county.

“You’re basically banging the tax-
payer for a lot of money,” he said re-
garding the infrastructure grant. “Just
give it out to the municipalities where
they don’t have to match.”

Freeholder Hudak said the county
requires a match on the infrastructure
grant because “most municipalities have
some sort of capital program” which
involves “other sorts of funding” re-
quiring “some other match.”

He said the county grant gives towns
the “opportunity to prioritize projects
and maximize their budgets.”

Mr. Paterson also commented that he
feels the freeholders should use more of
their surplus rather than increasing
county property taxes. He said the
county is raising taxes this year $6.3
million, yet the county still has $78
million in surplus. He said this is after
the county utilized $25 million of the
$103 million surplus, as of December
2018, for this year’s budget.

Mr. Paterson said the freeholders are
raising county taxes “for no reason at
all.”

The board approved the appoint-
ment of the Rochelle Park law firm of
Florio, Perrucci, Steinhardt and Cappelli
to serve as special counsel in litigation
brought by Lisa Bonanno against the

Mayor Smith Optimistic On
Flood Zone Designation

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Mayor
Alexander Smith last week said that
township officials are consulting with
the state department of environmen-
tal protection (DEP) on regulations
designating a significant portion of
the downtown business district — the
center of the first phase of redevelop-
ment — as a flood zone and ex-
pressed hope that it won’t be much of
detriment as new building gets under-
way.

At a business and economic
roundtable attended by about a dozen
business owners as well as several
residents, the mayor was asked by
accountant Louis DiFalco, who has
an office on Park Avenue, about the
flood-zone designation and why town-
ship planners and others were seem-
ingly unaware of it as they drafted
and then approved redevelopment
plans for the downtown. The mayor
said that during the initial work on the
redevelopment plan, “no one knew
the state would require” additional

engineering studies on how new build-
ings would be designed for a flood
zone.

He pointed out that no new con-
struction along the Park Avenue cor-
ridor had been done in many years.
“We didn’t know these regulations
were in place,” the mayor said, add-
ing that he was “disappointed” that
township officials were unaware. A
new Chase bank building is being
built at the northern end of Park Av-
enue, and the mayor said plans for
that facility had to be revised to com-
ply with the newly-discovered flood-
zone regulations.

The mayor said township officials
have met with DEP officials to “make
sure they understand our situation”
and expressed hopes for “a general
agreement on engineering require-
ments [for new buildings] going for-
ward.” He said it was important to
“make sure we’re right, that it’s engi-
neered right.”

Redevelopment Coordinator Tho-
mas Strowe last week said Spring-

Council OKs $25.7-Mil. Budget
With 1.95-Percent Tax Increase

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The township
council on Tuesday unanimously ap-
proved the 2019 municipal budget,
which will include a 1.95 percent in-
crease in the municipal portion of prop-
erty tax bills.

Saying that the $25.7-million spend-
ing plan “meets the needs of the com-
munity in the most cost-effective man-
ner,” Township Manager Al Mirabella
said the local tax rate —which does
not include the county and board of
education portions of the property tax
levy — will rise from $1.507 per $100
of assessed value to $1.534 this year
and work out to an average increase of
about $33 per homeowner. He said the

tax increase is due to $218,000 in
additional payments to the state pen-
sion program and to a resumption of
the township’s fall brush pick-up pro-
gram.

The budget will be funded by about
$15.3 million in property tax pay-
ments, $2.227 in state aid, $3.5 mil-
lion from township surplus and $4.5
million in miscellaneous revenue, in-
cluding an anticipated $800,000 from
construction code fees.

At the council’s budget hearing on
Tuesday, Mr. Mirabella outlined some
of the initiatives and goals for this
year, including maintaining the
township’s Aaa bond rating, which, he
pointed out, only 7 percent of New
Jersey towns have. Other items on Mr.

Mirabella’s list include digitizing
records in the building department,
adding a laborer to the public works
department, expanding the Mayor’s
Wellness campaign and keeping safety
officers in the schools. Mayor
Alexander Smith, who was a big pro-
ponent of the school safety initiative
last year, said on Tuesday that it “makes
me feel good” driving past a school
and seeing an officer outside.

Twenty-eight percent of this year’s
budget, or $7.1 million, is earmarked
toward public safety. Another 10 per-
cent, or $2.6 million, will be spent on
group health insurance for township
employees. Public works will receive
9 percent, or $2.4 million, of this year’s
budget while recreation and parks will
receive $1.1 million, or 4 percent.

Deputy Mayor Josh Losardo called
the budget process — his first as a
freshman council member — “a chal-
lenge” given the $218,000 pension
payment, but said the spending plan is
“responsible and responsive.” Coun-
cilman Ted Spera described the bud-
get as “well thought out and prudent.”
Councilwoman Elizabeth Stamler said
no one wanted to raise taxes, but the
council was in a bind after “the state
handed us this surprise bill.” Council-
man Roshan White expressed his sat-
isfaction that the budget maintains the
school safety initiatives as well as re-
instates the fall branch and brush pick-
up that had been eliminated several
years ago as a cost-saving measure.

Mayor Alexander Smith also la-
mented the “surprise” pension pay-
ment, adding that “I don’t believe it’s
going to be the last one.” He displayed
a chart showing that if nothing is done
to lower pension and budget costs,
New Jersey faces a possible $4-billion
deficit in three years. “Additional ex-
penses may be coming our way” in the
next few years,” the mayor warned.

The council also unanimously ap-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fanwood Budget, Tax Levy
Down Slightly From 2018

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The borough coun-
cil introduced a municipal budget of
$9,965,642 Monday that shows a
“slight decrease” per household,
stated Borough Chief Financial Of-
ficer Frederick Tomkins. The decrease
will amount to a “couple dollars per
household,” Mr. Tomkins said.

The budget is around $88,000 be-
low last year. The 2019 tax levy is
$6,132,341, a decrease of $7,254 from
2018. The library tax is $415,995, an
approximate $7,000 increase over last

year.
Around half of the budget reflects

salaries and wages — $3.4 million —
an increase of about $27,000 over
2018.

“I expect the overall taxes would
be pretty much flat,” said Mr.
Tomkins, referring to school, Union
County and Fanwood library taxes.

Mr. Tomkins said the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education budget
showed a “slight increase, but not as
much as the year prior.” However, the
county portion has not yet been sent
to the municipalities, stated Mr.
Tomkins.

Mayor Colleen Mahr said the
borough’s tax decrease was accom-
plished with no reductions in bor-
ough resources or services. A public
hearing and adoption vote is sched-
uled for Monday, May 20. A presen-
tation on the budget will be held that
night, stated Councilman Tom Kranz.

In other business, Mayor Mahr an-
nounced Dhammakaya International
Meditation Center as the April Volun-
teer of the Month. Mayor Mahr said
each month a volunteer or organiza-
tion is “recognized for going above
and beyond in their contribution to
Fanwood.”

Dhammakaya has operated in Fan-
wood since 2002, stated Mayor Mahr.
The meditation center is operated by
Tibetan monks. The facility’s gar-
dens are open to the public every day

until 5 p.m., the mayor noted.
Dhammakaya planted its roots in

Fanwood promoting “spirituality,
meditation and peace,” Mayor Mahr
said. Dhammakaya purchased prop-
erties surrounding its initial estab-
lishment, “opening the property’s
backyards,” which became the “medi-
tation garden,” she said.

Mayor Mahr said the gardens can
help residents tend to their mental
health, noting that residents have
somewhere where they can go “be at
peace.”

On a separate matter, American
Water Company representative
Michael Bange presented the bor-
ough council with a $945 check ear-
marked for Fanwood’s Volunteer
Rescue Squad.

Mr. Bange said the rescue squad
will apply the grant toward purchas-
ing new uniform vests.

Former Councilman Bob McCarthy
received a proclamation for his com-
mitment to protecting Fanwood’s en-
vironment. On Saturday, April 27,
Fanwood volunteers will mark the
30th anniversary of Clean Communi-
ties Day in the borough by collecting
trash and litter impacting the local
ecosystem, stated Mr. McCarthy.

He said the event has taken place
every year since 1989 as volunteers
have remained committed to keeping
Fanwood clean.
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