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Sports, Humor and Commentary

Real Actions Lead to Real
Results In Garwood

Local Letters to the Editor
Don’t Use Plastic, Use Paper Or
Nothing Or Less Instead
A lot has been written lately
about the difficulty of recycling
Styrofoam (polystyrene). And it’s
true. But there is a way that we
can resolve this problem. It’s
called, ‘Don’t Take It In The First
Place’. (Reduce, reuse, recycle)
We seem to have gotten stuck on
the need to recycle packaging,
when we should be concentrating
on reducing (or eliminating) our
consumption of it. It does take
some work, but I ask everyone to
simply stop buying food in
Styrofoam packaging.
Almost all of our garbage is
packaging, some of it is
Styrofoam packaging that we
are now being forced to take and
then throw away because it cannot be recycled. Chopped meat
used to be sold on natural
butcher paper; it hasn’t always
been in plastic wrapped
Styrofoam. Next time you are in
ShopRite, Kings or Stop & Shop,
don’t buy the wrapped
Styrofoam product; go to your
local butcher who will sell it to
you in butcher paper. Lettuce
(and other produce) doesn’t really grow in plastic containers.
Buy a head of lettuce, place it in
a reusable mesh bag, and leave
the plastic at the store. Buying
bananas, or other produce with
natural skins that we don’t eat?
Do they really need to be in
plastic? Take the bananas, leave
the plastic! Buy your produce at
Dreyer’s or a farmer’s market
this summer and use your reus-
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able bags. When we buy takeout ice cream, buy a cone instead of a Styrofoam cup. Don’t
buy Styrofoam cups; ask for and
buy paper hot/cold cups! Buy
paper plates and not Styrofoam
plates. Eggs are sold in plastic,
Styrofoam, or cardboard packaging; buy the eggs in cardboard packaging. Don’t buy
those cheap Styrofoam summer
‘coolers’. They don’t last long,
and we end up throwing them
away after one trip!
Please don’t take the plastic
bags at supermarkets – bring
your own reusable bags. Don’t
take your restaurant ‘doggy bags’
in Styrofoam containers. Ask for
metal tins with cardboard covers,
or bring your own. One restaurant I went to only had Styrofoam
and plastic; we finally agreed that
they would wrap my leftovers in
aluminum foil. Bottom line is that
we consumers can rule the marketplace once again and resolve
this problem – Don’t buy the
Styrofoam packaging; force the
manufacturer to change their
packaging. Don’t patronize those
establishments that refuse to
change their packaging to more
environmentally sound material.
Rule the packaging marketplace;
don’t let it rule us.
Bill Nierstedt
Garwood
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We are excited to announce
that we are running for reelection to Garwood Council for
2019. When elected to Council
back in 2016, we pledged to
bring Garwood together. We
ran a campaign that promised
to look beyond party lines and
to answer to all residents. We
promised to work to keep taxes
down, properly equip our departments, and help beautify
our town.
Once in office, we hit the
ground running to fulfill those
campaign promises by bringing a new, much-needed garbage truck to the DPW. We got
it done, but did not stop there.
Since then, we have taken the
initiative to responsibly cycle
out old, worn out equipment,
like a plow truck and a street
sweeper, to ensure our DPW
has what it needs to be able to
continue to provide the excellent services Garwood deserves. We took real action,
which led to real results.
We promised to launch a
Breaking Down the Budget program to get the community better informed about the budget
process and give an in-depth
look at the particular departments and line items included
in the municipal budget and
did so just two months into
office. We didn’t just check the
box on this promise and walk
away, but instead built on the
program in the years following,
which included the creation of
a resident guide with budget
highlights for the public to access online. Real action lead-

ing to real results.
Next, we got to work to create
a beautification committee. A
first-ever Garwood Green Team
was self funded at no taxpayer
cost and attracted dozens of
volunteers to tackle a variety of
projects, from beautifying
Georgiana Memorial Park and
the recreation complex, to promoting wellness initiatives. Our
volunteers’ hard work paid off
and we proudly achieved Sustainable Jersey certification, giving us access valuable grants,
which will allow us to broaden
the program’s reach. Real action leading to real results.
We also meticulously shaved
hundreds of thousands of dollars off of the budget, providing both the lowest and second
lowest budgets in the past 18
years! With a zero, flat budget
last year and a $35 increase
this year, we’re keeping more
money in taxpayers’ pockets.
We’re able to do that all while

Esteves of Cranford
Earns Dean’s List

CRANFORD -- Charlotte
Esteves, of Cranford, was
named to the 2018 fall semester dean’s list at Simmons
University in Boston. To qualify
for dean’s list status, undergraduate students must obtain a grade point average of
3.5 or higher, based on 12 or
more credit hours of work in
classes using the letter grade
system.

making sure the services you
deserve
are
supported.
Through grants, shared services, and efficiencies, we
worked hard to get the job done
when it came time to revitalize
Hartman Park. After almost 30
years, this park was revamped
with brand-new, special needsfriendly equipment, new
benches, and a new basketball
court, making it once again a
safe and inviting place for the
families of Garwood. In the spirit
of our pledge to bring Garwood
together, we’ve increased community events, including
Garwood’s Martin Luther King,
Jr. Service Day and Local Government Week’s Touch-A-Truck
and Bingo Night. Real action
leading to real results.
With the addition of Russ Graham to the Council this year,
we’ve been able to accomplish
more. Under his leadership, we
will be using grants to undergo
a rehabilitation to the infrastructure of our Borough Hall
to repair cracks that are in urgent need of repair and will
complete the finishing touches
to the Hartman Park project by
adding shading and a new water fountain.
We went to work for Garwood
as soon as we were elected,
and we haven’t stopped working for you since. And while
we’ve made great progress,
there is still a lot more to be
done. If there’s one thing you
can count on, it’s that we’ll do
that work. Real actions lead to
real results. With your support,
we will keep it going!
Jennifer Blumenstock, Councilwoman
Marc Lazarow, Council President
Russ Graham, Councilman
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