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VOTERS ALSO TO DECIDE FATE OF PROPOSED TAX LEVY FOR SCHOOL BUDGET

Mrs. Jacobson, Mrs. Gardner, Mrs. Puleio, Mrs. Masterson, Mr. Farrell
Vie for Three Seats on Local Board of Education in Tuesday's Election
.' •; By PAUL J. PEYTON

•* ' f Specially Wrilltn for The Wtitfirld Ltadrr

'-Westfield voters will head to the
polls Tuesday to select three mem-
bers to the Board of Education and
cast their vote on the fate of the

* $42,942,204 tax levy. As of Monday,
a total of 18,108 town residents
were registered, according to a
spokeswoman for the Union County
Board of Elections. Election polls
will be open from 2 p.m. until 9 p.m.

Seeking election to the full three-
year terms on the board are incum-
bent and Board of Education Presi-
dent, Mrs. Susan Jacobson of
Tamaques Way; and newcomers, Mrs.
Annmarie Puleio of Kimball Turn,
Mrs. Frances Masterson of Harding
Street, Mrs. Arlene L. Gardner of
Carlton Road, and Michael A. J.
Farrell of Lincoln Road, an unsuc-
cessful candidate in last year's elec-
tion.

Not seeking re-election are incum-
bents, Mrs. Melba S. Nixon and Wil-
liam J. Sweeney.

A 28-year town resident, Mrs.
Jacobson is a Past President and cur-
rent delegate to the New Jersey School
Boards Association Board of Direc-
tors for the Union County School
Boards Association.

She also served as a Legislative
Delegate with the association, repre-
senting the 22nd Legislative District
which includes Westfield, from 1993
to 1995. She also serves as ajudge for
the annual Future Business Leader of
America competitions.

She iscurrently employed with the
Union County Chamber of Com-
merce where she coordinates
mentoring programs in the schools
and assists in various fundraising
projects and membership drives. Mrs.
Jacobson is also the Administrative
Director of the Elizabeth Education
Foundation.

From 1990 to 1994,Mrs. Jacobson
was the legislative advocate of the
Education Media Association. She
was a consultant to the state Depart-
ment of Education and Vocational
Student Organizations and an office
manager and staff accountant for a

. Certified Public Accounting firm.
' Mrs. Puleio is an active parent at
the Wilson School where she serves
on the School-Based Planning Com-
mittee, Parent-Teacher Association
Executive Board, as an association
alternate member, and as a homeroom
parent.

She is also a Wilson School library
volunteer, class computer coordina-
tor and Director of the After School
Enrichment Program, the Family
Mathematics Program volunteer. The
candidate participates in Wilson
School fundraising and service
projects.
' As a volunteer, Mrs. Puleio taught

a course on grant writing as part of
the Westfield Schools" Professional
Development Program for teachers.
She also assisted the district, as a
volunteer, in the preparation of the

successful grant application to Bell
Atlantic and the New Jersey School
Boards Association.

She is a Trustee of the Education
Fund of Westfield and chair's the
fund's Minigrant Program whichpro-
vides funding to Westfield teachers
and schools forspecial projects. Mrs.
Puleio also co-chairs the fund's
Teacher Liaison Committee.

The candidate's professional ex-
perience was a college administrator
in the Office of the Vice President for
Academic Affairs at William Pater-
son College in Wayne. She helped
guide the college's earliest efforts in
the integration of technology into
academic and administrative opera-
tions.

Prior to the birth of her daughter,
Mrs. Masterson was employed in the
insurance industry for 13 years as a
supervising liaison between the Com-
mercial Lines Insurance Department
and the Personal Lines Insurance,
Department.

As President of the Parent-Teacher
Organization, she sits on the Nursery
School Committee at the Presbyte-
rian School whichconsistsof agroup
of parents, church members and
church officials led by the Christian
Education Commission.

The council meets monthly and is
responsible for making decisions con-
cerning school policies and proce-
& *s.

,-posals concerning tuition, sala-
and school calendars are pre-

pared and presented by the Director
of the Nursery Sc,,' >J, the Chairman
of the Nursery Sv^'jbl Committee
and the committee s financial advi-
sor.

The candidate's daughter currently
attends the school and will become a
kindergartner in the fall. Mrs.
Masterson is also the mother of a
Washington School kindergartner.

Mr. Farrell, an 11-year resident of
Westfield, is the PresidentoftheFixed
IncomeDiscount Advisory Company.
He is also a member of the Board of
Directors of the Mutual Fund of New
York City and is a Past Chairman and
member of the Executive Committee
of the Public Securities Association
Primary Dealers Operations Com-
mittee.

He referees children's soccer and
basketball games and has helped with
the running of baseball games. Mr.
Farrell alsoplays in the over 30men's
basketball league in Westfield. The
candidate is a member of the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church.

Mrs. Gardner, a 12-year resident,
is the Director of the New Jersey
Center for Law-Related Education at
Seton Hall University in South Or-
ange which she established.

She has served as a member of
Governor Mrs. Christine Todd
Whitman's Advisory Council on Ju-
venile Justice and worked with Union
County Prosecutor's Office to de-
velop a diversion program for juve-
nile offenders and organized a series

of Youth Summitson Youth Violence.
In the past year, Mrs. Gardner ob-

tained more than $200,000 in grants,
including funding for a program to
integrate conflict resolution skills into
the secondary school social studies
curriculum.

Mrs. Gardner has served as Assis-
tant for Education for the Governor
and practiced law, handling corpo-
rate and school board cases. She led
aRutgers-sponsored statewide school
partnership program.

She provided an in-service work-
shop on how to integrate prejudice
reduction lessons into the curriculum
for social studies teachers at Westfield
High School.

Thecandidate is a Rutgers Univer-
sity and Georgetown University Law
School graduate.

Alsoontheballotwillbetheboard's
tax levy of $42.94 million. The tax
levy is 3.4 percent over last year's
budget.

The budget, if passed, would result
in an increase of 8 cents per $ 100 on
a home assessed at $174,000.

The school district saw its state aid
reduced by $415,000 this year. One
area that was cut in this year's budget
was courtesy busing, which is de-
fined as busing students who live

Polling Places Told
For School Election
Town Clerk, Mrs. Joy C.

Vreeland, announced this week a
change in the school election poll-
ing place for the First Ward, Dis-
trict Nos. 4 and 6.

Instead of the Westfield Memo-
rial Library, voters will cast their
ballots in the Rotunda of the Mu-
nicipal Building, located at 425
East Board Street.

Other polling places are as fol-
low:

• First Ward, District Nos. 1 and
2, Roosevelt Intermediate School
on Clark Street; District Nos. 3, 5
and 7, Franklin School on Prospect
Street.

• Second Ward, District No. 1,
Union County Annex Building, 300
North Avenue East; District Nos.
2, 3 and 6, Washington School on
St. Marks Avenue; District Nos. 4
and 5, Wilson School on Linden
Avenue.

• Third Ward, District No. 1,
Rescue Squad building on
Watterson Street; District Nos. 2,3
and 4, Edison Intermediate School
on Rahway Avenue; District Nos.
5, 6 and 7, Jefferson School on
Boulevard.

• Fourth Ward, District Nos. 1
and 2, McKinley School on First
Street; District Nos. 3 and 4,
Westfield High School on Dorian
Road, and District No. 5, Jefferson
School on Boulevard.

Polls will be open from 2 to 9
p.m.

Republican Committee Nominates
flbwn Councilman Greco for Mayor

He Has Served as Senior First Ward Representative Since 1992
First Ward Councilman Norman

N. Greco has been selected by the
Westfield To wn Republ ican Co mmit-
tee as the Republican candidate for
May or, Robert W. Cockren, Westfield
Republican Chairman, announced
this week.
; Councilman Greco is the senior

council member in the First Ward,
which he has represented since his
election to the council in 1991. In
making the announcement, Mr.
Cockren noted, "Norm Greco has a
passionate commitment to the Town
of Westfield. He is dedicated to the
revitalization of the town's Central

CAMPAIGN FOR MAYOR... Republican Mayoral candidate and First Ward
Councilman Norman N. Greco files his petitions to run for the office with the
help of town Republican Chairman Robert W. Cockren, as Town Clerk, Mrs.
Joy C. Vreeland, looks on.

Business district and has devoted
endless hours in recent years to the
task.

"He grew up in Westfield and
knows the town insideandout," stated
Mr. Cockren. "He raised hisfamily in
Westfield, and is a local businessman
who will bring a common sense, busi-
ness-oriented approach to the issues
of running the town's government.

"Norm's principal goal as mayor
willbe to continue to make Westfield
a premiere residential community that
provides first class services to the
town's residents at the most afford-
able price possible," Mr. Cockren
emphasized.

Mr. Cockren praised the efforts of
outgoing Mayor Garland C. "Bud"
Boothe, Jr., who will conclude his
fifth year in office at the end of the
year, stating, "Bud Boothe has steered
the town through difficult economic
times both within the state and the
region, holdingthelineon taxes while
at the same time continuing to deliver
quality essential town services."

Mr. Cockren noted that Council-
man Greco will be a "dedicated
leader" for this fall's Westfield Re-
publican ticket, the balance of which
will be announced shortly.

closer than 2.5 miles from school.
This change reduced the budget by
$50,000.

The total school budget, including
the amount to be raised by taxes, is
$48,987,0341. The total spending
plan is $526,504 or 3.73 percent over
last year.

Election polls will be open Tues-
day from 2 to 9 p.m. For information
on the location of polling sites, please
see the adjacent boxed story.

Under a new state law, the Union
County Board of Elections are run-
ning this year's elections with assis-
tance from municipal clerks.

As required by the new legislation,
sample ballot forms, which include
the names of local school board can-
didates and the school tax levies,
have been sent to all registered vot-
ers. MRS. FRAMCES MASTERSON

Ballot Position No. 1
MICHAEL A. J. FARRELL

ttullot Position No. 2

MRS. ARLENE h. GARDNER
Ballot Position No. 3

MRS. SUSAN JACOBSON*
liallot Position No. 4

MRS. ANNMARIE 1'UI.EIO
Ballot Position No. 5

'Incumbent

Planning Unit Begins Long Process
To Update Westfield's Master Plan
Westfield Planning Board Chair-

man Douglas T, Schwarzcalled Mon-
day night's special public meeting to
discuss concerns about zoning and
land use in business districts, "the
beginning of a long process" involv-
ing the public in the board's efforts
"to be proactive" concerning poten-
tial changes to the town's master plan.

Although Planning Board mem-
bers outnumbered residents, 11 to 8,
one member of the public, Richard
G. Mercerof Fairmount Avenue, com-
pared the session to an informative
college-level lecture, calling it "an
excellent presentation" about plan-
ning.

Blais L. Brancheau of Catlin Asso-
ciates, a professional town planner
employed by Westfield, outlined po-
tential amendments to the Master Plan
that are under discussion by a sub-
committee of the board. That com-
mittee, appointed by Mr. Schwarz,
includes Kenneth M. Marsh, Town
Engineer; Robert L. Newell, board
Vice Chairman; Gary T. Hall, mem-
ber; Jeremiah P. O'Neil, Zoning Of-
ficial for the town, and Mr. Brancheau.
By law, the Master Plan, which was
last revised i n 1991, must be reviewed
every six years, officials noted.

Mr. Marsh said that the committee
could have come up with a detailed
set of regulations to avoid future prob-
lems but Mr. Schwarz asked that this
be done in an open process with the
public. He pointed out that the board

turned down Village Supermarkets'
request to build a 57,772 square-foot
ShopRite supermarket on North Av-
enue, adding that it "was larger than
anyone envisioned. Westfield has to
decide if it wants such large develop-
ments."

Only a few developments in
Westfield exceed 50,000 square feet.
They include the Lord & Taylor de-
partment store on North Avenue,
126,000 square feet; an office com-
plex at 600 Noith Avenue, 64,000
square feet, and the South Avenue
Shopping Center, 50,000 square feet.

Mr. Schwarz said the ShopRite re-
quest "started us thinking about the
nature and size of business develop-
ments and their impact on traffic,
competition with the downtown busi-
ness district and aesthetics."

The committee used these three
criteria in its discussions about four
business and commercial zones along
the North and South Avenue corri-
dors, Central Avenue and Elm Street.

To deal with traffic impacts, com-
petition with retail uses in the Central
Business District, downtown, and
esthetics, Mr. Brancheau suggested
combining three options. They are:
Restricting size, restricting use and
changing the zone district boundary
line between the commercial and
general business district (GB2).

The boundary revisions would
change the area east of the Union
County building on North Avenue

anil the area east of the former A&P
shopping center on South Avenue
from general business 2 to commer-
cial zoning.

Enlarging the commercial zone
would hot create numerous non-con-
forming uses or building sizes "while
being sensitive to the nature of exist-
ing development," he said.

Mr. Branchcau's suggestion that
consideration be given to prohibiting
uses in these zones met with some
opposition from board members. Mrs.
Elizabeth H. List asked il'it wouldn't
be simpler just to restrict size i n order
"to prevent what we've just gone
through with ShopRite."

Mr. Brancheau said that size alone
cannot control traffic problems.

"We need to take a broad approach,
to deal with the whole area and to
treat everyone fairly," he said.

An attorney for the owner of South
Avenue lots in the zone that would be
afferted asked about specific size
limitations. He was told that the com-
mittee "did not develop the fine level
of detail until the concept was first
explored" by the full planning board
and public.

Mr. Brancheau noted in addition to
size limitations, a town's Master Plan
could restrict site development by
changing setback and parking space
regulations.

Mrs. Anne Fontana of Tremont
Avenue said she feel s "size is impera-

CONVNUEOONf'/Kltt!

Democrats to Field at Least Three
Candidates for Council in Primary

Mayoral Candidate Mr.
Lawrence A. Goldman, Chairman

of the Westfield Democratic Com-
mittee, has announced the local
Democratic organization will befield-
ing at least three candidates for nomi-
nation in the June primary election
for the Town Council.

Heading the slate will be Thomas
Jardim, candidate for Mayor. Seek-
ing a seat on the council representing
the Third Ward will be John J.Walsh,
who ran in a very close election
against incumbent Councilman Gary
G.Jenkinsin 1994,andseekingascat
on the council representing the Fourth
Ward will be Mr. Goldman.

"The residents of Westfield deserve
a dialogue of ideas on the council. In

\

Jardim Joins Mr. Goldman and Mr. Walsh on Ticket
the spirit of bi-partisanship and coop-
erativeness, the Democratic candi-
dates hope to offer alternative views

• and ideas as the Town Council at-
tempts lo resolve the difficult issues
which it currently confronts," Mr.
Goldman said.

"Clearly, the most important is-
sues in front of the Town Council
presently are the status of downtown •
Wcstficld, the continuing problem of
downtown parking, and commercial
development in Wcstlicld," he added. •'

"It is vital that the members of the
Town Council be totally objective
and unbiased as the views and special
concerns of all interested parties, land-
lords, merchants, the Chamber of

Commerce and all taxpayers, are con-
sidered."

"Our campaign will emphasize
open-mindedness and objectivity,"
Mr. Goldman stated.

The 30-year old Mr. Jardim is a
life-long resident of New Jersey. He
is currently Treasurer of the Westfield
Democratic Committee and is an of-
ficer with the Portuguese-American
Congress of New Jersey. Mr. Jardim
is a lawyer in a firm with offices in
Cranford and Newark which special-
izes in municipal finance, corporate
and employment law. He serves as
Counsel to the Greater Newark Busi-
ness Development Consortium, a

CONTINUED OHPtSE tl
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Spring-Fling Street Fair to Visit
Downtown Westfield, Sunday, April 21

DONATION RKCOGNIZED...Represenf atives of Parker Interior Plantscapes
In Scotch Plains were recently presented a certificate during the Kunnells
Specialized Hospital Foundation Spring Ilrunih. The certificate recognized the
firm's donation of plants to the hospital. Pictured, left to right, are: Assembly-
man Richard H. Bagger of Westfield, Mrs. Victoria Parker and Richard Parker
of Parker Interior Plantscapes, Berkeley Heights Mayor Daniel Palladino,
Foundation Chairwoman, Mrs. Maria Sartor of Scotch Plains, and Union
County Freeholder, Miss Linda-Lee Kelly.

WE'LL HONOR ALL 800SUMBER PRICES!

MACKIE FURNITURE
Established 1892

320 Somerset Street, North Plainfield
(908)756-3274

Featuring: Harden, Statton, Stiff el, Nichols & Stone,
Thomasville, Barcalounger & more.

ii Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 to 5:30, Thurs. 'til 9

Westfield's Second Annual
"Spring-Fling Street Fair" is set for
Sunday, April 21 Thousands jammed
the streets last year as the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce spon-
sored this downtown event.

Spring-Pling features more than
200 exhibitors with a full array of
high quality crafts, art and music.

This year, a special "Kid's Expo"
is planned for along EastBroad Street
near Prospect Street. The area will
feature fun activities for parents to
enjoy with their children. This event
also will highlightmany local restau-
rants. Nearly 30 food vendors will
serve on the streets.

Traffic along Elm, Quimby, Pros-
pect and East Broad Streets in the
downtown will bedetoured from noon
to 6 p.m. for the street fair.

Two stage areas are planned with
entertainment that includes world
class Irish harpist and vocalist, Aideen
O'Donnell, two children's storytell-
ers, and humorist Joey Novick of
Flcmington. Mr. Novick leads the
entire family through a Simon says-
type game. Musical and magical en-
tertainers will stroll throughout down-
town Westfield during the day.

A full schedule of entertainment,
coordinated by disc jockey and singer
Bob Mele, will begin at noon at two
stage areas. The main stage will be
located at the corner of HI m and East
Broad Streets. The children's slage
will be at the G.O. Keller parking lot
across from Midlantic Dank on East
Broud Street near North Avenue.

Pony rides and upelting zoo will be
loculed in the parking area of
Midlantic Bank al North Avenue and
East Broud Street. A Moonwalk, tem-
porary tattoos, face painting, sand art
and spinart creations areothcr family
activities.

Local restaurants Best Touch,
Cosimo's Pizza, Fcrraro's and J & M
Meats ure planning festival menus.
The lighter fare will include fresh
fruit salad, Bovella's Pastries, cotton
enndy and Pennsylvania Dutch fun-
nel cakes. Lucca's Expresso of Elm
Street plans to serve gourmet coffees
and pastries.

Several local merchants will be
offeringspccialsalesduringthiscvent
and free local gift certificates will be
awarded from the Main Stiige area.

Westfield antique dealer, Mary
Lou's Memorabilia on Elm Street
wilt show vintage accessories and
collectibles. Book Value of South
Avenue will bring used and vintage
books to sell at the event.

The street fair has attracted more
than 30 local non-profit and service
organizations. These groups use (he
event for community visibility and

MIKE FARRELL
An Advocate for Westfield

on the

Board of Education

11-Year Westfield Resident.
Mike Farrell's Record on Education Is;

Mike cares about kids and their performance.
Last year, Mike Farrell stood up and ques'ioned the poor results of the Eighth-Grade

Early Warning Test. Some incumbent members of the Board of Education said
he was off base - this year they're raising the same questions.

Mike cares about taxes.
In 1994 Mike Farrell stood up and questioned the need for Westfield's

residents to spend millions of dollars on a construction plan.
Mike Farrell, on his own time and al his own expense, analyzed the budget

and identified areas that could be more cost effective.

EASE VOTE ON A

Mike Farrell's
experience in technology and finance will help

Westfield's kids prepare for the future.
Pnld lor by Miko Fnrroll. 150 Lincoln Road. Westlield. NJ 07090

fundraising activities. The Westfield
"Y" is planning tooffer balloons and
face-painting.

The New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts on EastBroad Street will present
musical entertainment and demon-
strations throughout the day. The New
Jersey Field Music, a Civil War fife,
drum and bugle corps, will play and
march throughout the afternoon on
East Broad Street.

"Admission and parking are free

and we're inviting everyone to come
downtown to enjoy a terrific family
fun day," commented Mrs. (Catherine
Broihierof the Westfield AreaCham-
ber of Commerce.

There is still some exhibit space
available. Tor more information,
please call the event's promoter. The
Advertising Alliance at 996-3036 or
the Chamber office at 233-3021.

The raindate for the event is Sun-
day, April 28.

Westfield Chamber to Recruit
New Members at Coffee

The Westfield Area Cham ber of Commerce new member recru itment
drive will kick off on Wednesday, April 17, at 8 a.m. Prospective new
members are invited to a morning coffee at the Chamber office to learn
more about the local organization that serves Westfield's business
community.

"For over 40 years, the Westfield Chamber of Commerce has been an
active leader in the community, while promoting the town of Westfield
and preserving the integrity of an active business community," a
spokeswoman for the Chamber said.

The two annual craft and antique fairs, FestiFall and Spring Hing, are
both sponsored by the Chamber. Additionally, the Chamber organizes
and operates the flag project, holiday lights and tree lighting ceremony.

"For the business professional, those based at home or in town, the
Chamber is an important business resource and referral service, "the
spokeswoman continued. "There are always networking opportunities
available and the Chamber also provides the opportunity to lower cost
on medical insurance."

"Wcslfield is in a time of transition, but the Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce remains focused on its members and their business needs.
We are dedicated to business professionals in the Westfield area and
invite all to attend the new member coffee," she concluded.

The Chamber office is located at 111 Quimby Street. For further
information, please call 233-3021.

n A
LOVELY LORAL...People Tor Anil-
imls, a non-profit animal welfare or-
ganization serving New Jersey, vHU
sponsor a two-day pet adoption event
onFri day, April 12, from 6 p.m. until 9
p.m., and on Saturday, April 13, from
11 a.m. until 3 p.m. at the Pet's Mart

store on Route 22, East, at Westfield
End Avenue in North Plainfield. The
Friday evening event will feature cats
only to emphasize the number of adult
cats in need of homes. Both dogs and
cats will be available for adoption on
Saturday. Among these pets will be a
long-haired cat named Loral, pictured
above. She is a brown tabby with a
pink nose, green eyes and has the ap-
pearance of a Norwegian Forest Cat;
Loral is spayed, vaccinated and tested

FIV/FIP negative. "This affectionate
older tat would be a great companion
pet," a spokeswoman for the group
said. Bridget the puppy with the bro-
ken pelvis and Sharous theSilky-YorVie
mix arc still available. Dogs Buddy,
Lucky, Wally, Sally and Blue are
adopted along with four kittens and
two adult cats. For further informa-
tion, please call 688-1073.

Township-Borough
Seniors Named

Bloustein Scholars
Nineteen seniors at Scotch Plains-

Fan wood HighSchool have been rec-
ognized by the stnte as Edward J.
Bloustein Distinguished Scholars in
the Garden State Scholarship Pro-
gram.

These ure among the highest
achieving students from across the
slate. Students so honored are in the
top lOpercent of their class and each
has a minimum combined Scholastic
Aptitude Test score of 1260. Each is
eligible to receive an annual award of
$1,000, without regard to financial
need, if they choose to attend a col-
lege in New Jersey.

"This is the highest percentage of
any Scotch Plains-Fanwood senior
class ever to receive this recogni-
tion," said Mrs. Kathleen C. Meyer,
Public Information Coordinator for
the school district.

"This outstanding group of district
scholars did it with an average com-
bined SAT score of 1400," she added.

Workshop Booklets
Soon to Be Distributed

Booklets describing the 1996 Cre-
ative Summer Workshops Program
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood Commu-
nity Education will be distributed to
the school district's elementary and
middle school students by mid-April.
Students at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle School will also receive
booklets, and copies will be made
available at area libraries in the com-
ing weeks.

This summer's program will fea-
ture a few offerings being provided
from noon to 1 p.m. as well as some
shorter workshops. The program will
operatcat air-conditioned School One
and will encompass numerous com-
puter, dance, drama, music, math-
ematics, art and foreign language of-
ferings. Babysitting basics nnd a gui-
tar workshop are among some of the
new workshops being offered.

DISTINGUISHED SClIOLARS...Among those Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School students recognized as Edward J, Hloustein Distinguished Scholars, left
to rlght.are: Front row, Kate Elstnburth, Amy Fisher, Grace Chen, and Charle*
Kiley; middle row, Elizabeth Matt Held, Diane Delis!, Elizabeth Nstdl, Carolyn
Phillips, and Sura lllllard; hack row, Justin OH, Rajiv Sharma, Brian Hradow,
Jay Lasus, and Peter Daniledes. . • •'•

TOP ACHlEVERS...Addillonal students receiving the Edward. J. Bloustein
Distinguished Scholars honor.left to right, are: Zubin Vasavada, Mark Mitchell,.'
Karen Cummo, Dcrritt Itlakeslee, and Jane Yagi.

B o o k s , liki' itriivrrlts. rri-rivt' their i l i ic f vnln<» from lh<- stamp
anil i-stcom of upi's llirongli tvliirlt tlx-y Unvr passi-d. •

—Sir William Temple

SINCE
19BB

Your Home Care
Headquarters
- Vacuums
•Central Vacuum Systems
- Sewing Machines
• Outdoor Power Equipment
•Janitorial Supplies

EARDLY T. PETERSEN
COMPANY
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAU

• Easy-start Honda 5.0hpOHV engine
• Exclusive twin-blade system for

superior 6-Step Mulching
• 2-speed self-propelled model
• 21" durable, resilient, Xenoy" deck

• Blade brake clutch
• Converts to bag or

discharge with
optional kits

HONDA
Power
Equipment

Your Authorized Full
Service Dealer.

os«3tfir«ywtfHondaFuvaEquipment C 19%AmmanHoinhMotaCo,lac

rOld Fashioned Quality and Service^
224 ELMER ST. • WESTFIELD

and Sun. /
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(Princeton, Linden Representatives
Oppose Elizabethtown Rate Hikes

By TUCKER TRIMBLE
Wriurnfar Thi Watftld Leidir mSThiTimtl

Area residents had the opportunity
to address their concerns to the
Elizabethtown Water Company over
it* proposed rate hike of over 30
pfcrcent at a public hearing in
Westfield On Monday.

'Presiding over the proceedings was
Judge William Gural of the state's
Office of Administrative Law. Judge
Gural said the water company had
filed a petition to the state Board of
Public Utilities in November to in-
crease rates, and the public had been
adequately informed. This hearing
was to answer any questions the pub-
lic-may have, JudgeGural concluded.
; AndrewChapman.Presidentofthe

water company, told the audience the
. rate increase, 32.25 percent for resi-
dential water rates and 29.6 percent
for municipal fire hydrant service,
"is a large hike by any standard and
the largest hike in the history of the
company."

Mr. Chapman said the largest por-
tion of the hike, or $22.9 million out
of the total $31.6 million, would beto
fund the new $100 million Canal
Road Water Treatment Plant in
Somerset County. Scheduled to be in
operation by this August, the plant is
necessary, Mr. Chapman said, in or-
der to meet customer demand of "an
essential life-giving service" in the
long term.

More Opposition Voiced
On Improvement District

"I " By PAUL J. PEYTON
'' ' SptaallyWriiir/t/drJhf Wtstfetd LttuU/

~ JThe Westfield Town Council tabled
any further hearings on an ordinance lo
create a Special Improvement District
until the Laws and Rules Committee pre-
sents its recommendations on changes lo
the ordinance and on the improvement
district in general.

Third Ward Councilman Cornelius
''Neil" R Sullivan, Jr., who chairs the
committee, said the committee will need
at Jeast three more weeks before ii can
complete its findings.
- During Tuesday's council meeting,
more opposition was voiced to the addi-
tional taxes that would be needed to oper-
ate the proposed management corpora-
tion for the downtown. The corporation
would have an annual budget, which
would be subject to the council's ap-
proval, and be run by a Board of Trustees
lo be appointed by the council.

Mrs. Sandra Woostcr, one of the own-
ers of Gleek and Rust Opticians located
on Elm Street, asked the council to reject
the improvement district plan. She ex-
plained the town services have already
been cut and noted the Wesifield Memo-
rial Library has been forced to abandon
its plans lo open on Sundays and, instead,
has to eliminate its Friday evening hours
due to a cut in funds from the town.

"Whafelse will the residents need to
give up in order to finance a Special
Irrtfrovcment District?" she asked.

Mrs. Wooster said the town's parking
problem needs to be addressed first. She
noted many of the recommendations by
the Parking Task Force, appointed by
Mayor Garland C. "Bud" Boothe, Jr. in
1994, could be accompli shed without "the
spending of millions of dollars."

Ed Cole, a long-time resident, said he
does not feel residential property owners
should have to pay additional taxes to
support a downtown; management corpo^
ration. He said the proposed improvement
district plan would cause residents to "sub-
sidize the downtown property owners."

Barry Towbin of Lucca's Expresso on
Him Street said the best thing the council
could do would be lo allow for "commu-
nication with the total Central Business
District and the outlying areas."
;>Mr. Towbin said In Metuchen, where

hi*owns another coffee establishment,
ttjfc governing body has worked directly
With the business professionals and land-
lords to solve the problems created by a
lack of parking.

On another matter, Anthony Annese,
an owner of a downtown building, ques-
tioned (he council as to why the parking
lot across from the Wesifield Post Office
oji,Central Avenue was chosen for the
Hfyners Markets slated to begin in June.

>jje said the useof, what he deemed, one
o£!he busiest tots in town "just doesn't
tnwc sense." He said Thursdays, which
are* proposed for the markets to be held
from 2 to 9 p.m. through the end of Octo-
ber, are busy days for downtown busi-
nesses and arc known as shopping nights.

Mr. Annese said neither the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce nor the
Westfield MainStreet were contacted

about the selection of a lot for (he mar-
kets. He asked the council to ask for input
from the downtown business community
and from the council itself.

In responding to Mr. Annesc's com-
ments. First Ward Councilwoman and
Chairwoman of the Town Property Com-
mittee, Mrs. Gait Vemick. said the com-
mittee felt Farmers Markets would be good
for the town and would bring additional
people to the downtown community.

She said the lot chosen, which she said
is not "cast in stone," and could be
changed, was chosen because of its cen-
tral location. It has been estimated that
between four and six farmers would par-
ticipate inthe markets, takingupbetween
14 and 16 parking spaces.

Councilwoman vernick also said the
municipal parking lot on Lenox Avenue,
between Central andNorthAvenues.could
be reconsidered by the committee. This
section has just six angled short-term
spaces. She invited those persons who
would like to discuss viableoptions for the
location of the markets to contact her.

In other business, (he council named
William J.Palatucci of Washington S(rec(
as a regular member of the Board of
Adjustment and Mrs. Carol Ginsburg of
Orenda Circle as the first alternate. Mr.
Palalucci had previously been an alter-
nate member.

The water company's raise will
affect 46 municipal budgets, Mr.
Chapman added, but without it the
company would be unable to provide
"safe, adequate and proper service."

Kurt S. Lewandowski, an attorney
from the state Division of the
Ratepayer Advocate, also spoke and
explained he was representing cus-
tomers of the water company.

While admitting the Board of Pub-
lic Utilities had given its consent for
the raise, Mr. Lewandowski said he
was analyzing data submitted by the
water company and checking the ac-
curacy of its figures.

Representatives from the munici-
palities of Princeton and Linden
voiced their concerns about the hike,
saying the hike would be a serious
burden on already strained budgets.
Also at issue was the omission of
conservation practices by the water
company in last summer's draught.

The water company itself should
be more efficient, they said.

George R. Young of Cranford also
said the water company "failed to act
on water conservation" last summer
and "allowed its water resources to
be depleted."

The company would lose money if
people conserved water, Mr. Young
said, which is why Elizabethtown did
not encourage water conservation.
Mr. Young noted the water company
wholesales water and this accounts
for about 40 percent of its clients.

Mr. Young's wife, Mrs. Nora
Young, lold Judge Gural the raise
hike could be "devastating" to those
persons on fixed incomes.

"Rcmeniber/'shesaid, "Elizabethtown
Water Company is a monopoly." She
urged residents to ban together to protest
the raise.

The response to a question by
Cranford resident John Mucksavage,
Mr. Chapman responded the last rate
increase by the water company was
in February of last year, for 5.3 per-
cent, but that this raise did not pro-
vide for any monies to be used for the
Canal Road Plant.

The next public hearing will be
Monday, April 15, in Newark.

Investing
Made Simple!

Would you be interested in learning about a
strategy that has outperformed the Dow Jones

. Industrial.Avexage 14.of the last; 20 years.

Come to our free investment seminar to learn about
unit investment trusts which employ this simple

strategy. Call today-space is limited!

This dees not aimtitute an vffcr to «'// securities. Vie tfffcr is mtutc by imtufvctus only
Ask for a free prospectus amtaining HUM complete information, including charge* and

expenses. Read il carefully \xfrn you invest or send money.

Call for

Wednesday, April 17th, 6-8PM
Governor Morris Inn,

Morristown, NJ

1-800-2-HALPERT
(1-800-947-2227)

284 Millburn Avenue, Millbum, New Jersey 07041
New York/New Jersey • Philadelphia • Washington, DC • 8oca Raton

New
Name

On April 1, 1996, McDowells made a major change.
We will no longer be in the oil and oil heating business, but we're still
here to service your air conditioning, plumbing and gas heating needs.
The same prompt, efficient, courteous service that has been the corner-
stone of the McDowell name is still here, waiting to serve you.
For all of your heating, air conditioning and plumbing needs you can
continue to call us. Just call us at our new number.

HEJOTNS, PUIMBIW6 & AIB CONDtTIONINS

908-233-8139

'49.95 15-Point Air C ^
Start-l'p and Inspection. Smr
through December31, I'M.

Also included is a FREE standard
disposable Air Filler.

y M:*J-K WM teir«B M 9S stein cB«.' aH ; uwox dealers , , - - - „ - „ -
' u£sM csfa \« lute diteiis and Elites ! «W through Deamar 31.

\ny Plumbing Sertice.
Sow Through

December 31, 1996.

rfflf and oKra'sd cosinesses $20 off plumbing services,
'lease contet oeafe for futlnei tails and n

Postmasters Give
Tips to Beat Rush

When Mailing Taxes
With the deadline for filing income

tax returns rapidly approaching, the
United States Postal Service is brac-
ing itself for the annual onslaught of
last-minute tax filers, according to
Westfield and Scotch Plains Postmas-
ters, Kenneth Brown and Elvoid
Christmas. Here are several sugges-
tions for speedier service:

• Postal customers can avoid a trip
to the post office by mailing their
returns or extension requests early in
the day at any of the post offices,
stations, branches or collection boxes
throughout New Jersey

• Tax filers should double-check
the pick-up schedule if they elect to
use a street-side collection box to en-
sure their lax documents will be col-
lected and postmarked before the dead-
line.

• Try to mail as early in the day as
possible.

• Calculatethepropcrpostage.Tax
agencies will not pay postage due,
short-paid tax filings will be returned
for additional postage.

FASHIONAHLK TICKET...Tk-kets are still available for the Annual Spring
Fashion Show to be held Thursday, April 1«, by the Auxiliary or Children's
Specialized Hospital. Mi s.JeanSawtelle.Uft, of Westfield.Ticket Chairwoman,
sells a ticket to Mrs. Marsha Fruchtcr of Springfield. Tickets are $40 per person
and may be obtained at Children's Specialized Hospital, ISO New Providence
Road, Mountainside; (lie hospital's Outpatient Center, 330 South Avenue,
Fanwood, or by culling Mrs. Sawtelle at 233-3240.

Nallve ability ulthuut education Is like a tree without fruit. -Ahstippus

ARLENE GARDNER
A New Voice
for the Westfield Board of Education

Like you, I want Westfield's schools to provide the highest quality
education for our children within our budgetary constraints. I am concerned
about the increasing divisiveness on the board. My fear is that those who
claim that our schools are inferior and that we are wasting our tax dollars
will disillusion (hose who seek to work constructively to improve our schools.
That's why I'm running for the board. I will bring a new voice not tied to any
existing factions. I will work constructively to improve our schools and to
use our tax dollars more efficiently.

My family has lived in Westfield for 12 years. Our children are at
Tamaques and Edison. I have been aclive with their schooling while leading a
statewide school partnership project for Rutgers University and, for the past six
years, directing the Center for Law-Related Education at Seton Hall University.

I will use my legal background, my experience in Trenton, my
expertise in developing community support for schools, and my familiarity
with other school districts to improve the Wcstfield schools.

There are no easy answers, no magical solutions. 1 will bring an
independent, professional, consensus-building approach to the challenges
facing our schools. Working together we can ensure our children's future
and our investment in our community.

Paid far by the Committee to Kkct Arlem Gardner. Imirle lleltner. Treasurer, 634 Carletan Road, Westfield.

We just opened our newest branch right
here in Westfield. And we're inviting
everyone in town to celebrate with a great
rate. C'mon over and sign up for Individual
Choice Banking™ with a $2,500 combined
balance in a checking, savings, money
market account or CD and get:

• 5.25% APY, 9-month CD
• Your first 200 checks free
• $25 bonus
We look forward to meeting-you—and
bringing you the best financial
services around. So stop by:
Westfield Plaza, 1 Lincoln Plaza.

FIlDlANTIC
A Subsidiary of PNC Bank

FDIC Midlantic i, o rvgHUmi .ervitx mark ,.f l:\Cllank Cr^rnti,,,, CD offer „,«„/ f,,r ,*,,*,,,,, f
L Jum m * offer. Hale „ ,ur,,ru* a, tf da* of pulJu-a,,,,,, and tubjirl t,, ,

,m tl.000 *, S 100,000Cannot be mrnbmed
f p mlhnut «*.«• and at the d*ct*m of

rnsk bw\to wilt bt*v*riifDfi tnnn ifitetrMt-baaruifi account ttittcn the Jrnli
end interest arid ioUl be reported to the'tttS The lu-nnng impairvd wiu

-illual Cliaice Hanking niatinnslup is ntahliihed. The $25 auh banut u consid-
rcm ta TDD can call l-aOn-7GG-910O.


