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SISTERS ACT...Renae Skubish, left, watches as sister, Christine, puts the finishing touches on a mural in the basement

recreation room of Westfleld's Teen Center. Recent Westficld High Schoa! graduates and prospective college sindents,
the sisters were commissioned (o creaie the painting by the Westlield Recreatlon Commission.

Essex-Union Task Force _E_ff(jrts Have Resulted
In Significant Reduction of Automobile Thefts

President Clinton’s Proposal
Would Ban Cigarette Machines

And Display Racks at Stores

Laws and Rules Committee Was to Review Recommendation
For Lockout Devices to Stop Sales to Persons Under 18

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Speciolly Wrinsen for The Wesifield Leader

PresidentClinton’s proposalfast
week forrestrictions on the sale of
cigarettes to minors would go far
beyond the ban on vending ma-
chines proposed in an ordinance
by the Westfield Town Council
which has been tabled since May
23. The machines have been
banned in a number of communi-
ties including Scotch Plains just
last year.

The Westfield ordinance was
tabled in June alter an atiorney
representing the vending maching
companies asked the council o
consider a lockout device tur the

Reported Stolen Vehicles in Westfield Dropped 450 Per Cent in 1994 From 47 to 23

The number of motor.vehigle thefis
has dropped dramatically in
Westfield, Scolch Plains and
Fanwood over the last three years
through the efforts of the Essex-Union
Automobile Theft Task Force.

Formed in 1992, the task force was
pult into motion to help curb the dra-
matic rise incar theftsand carjackings

in Newark, Jrvington, Elizabeth and
Jersey Cily.

According to stalistics released as
part of the Uniform Crime Report by
the State Police, the number of auto-
mobile thefts statewide dropped from
71,868 in 1991 to 52,132 {ast year.

A State Police spokesman said 40
percentof that decline was inthearea

Dave Brown Expected
To Play Against Jets

Westfield Native Sustained Infury in August 6 Game

Giants football fans breathed asigh
of relief last week after team officials
revealed that the injury sustained by
quarterback and Westfield nalive
Dave Brown on August 6 would not
cause him to miss more than one
game.

The starting signal calling and
former star of the Westficld High
School and Duke University Blue
Devils football teams sustained what
has now been referred to by team
officials as *a moderate bruise”
against thcCleveland Browns 11 days
ago.
chsls taken at The Hospital for
Special Surgery and Cornelt Medical
Center in New York City revealed the
injury was not as serious as had been
thought, Doctors checked for liga-

Bridge to Be Closed
To September 4

On Central Avenue

The Central Avenuc Bridge, con-
necting Westficid with Clark, will be
closed through Monday, September 4,
The Westfield Leader was told by a
representalive of the Westficld Police
Dcpartment. The New Jersey State
Divistonof Transposiation willbccom-
pleting deck and structure work.

According ta the Westlield Police
Department, detour signs have been
posted on Central Avenuc by North
Avenue in Westfield and on Central
Avenuc by Raritan Road in Clark. The
bridge will be closed on buth sides,
police added.

The Westfield Police Department
has also said northbourd truck traffic
will be rerouted to Walnul Avenue in
Cranford, then channeled keft on Lin-
coln Avenue o Sacth Avenuc. Privae
vehicle traffic will be detoured along
Terminal Avenue in Clark to Rahway
Avenue, then to Grove Street and back
to Central Avenuc.

Southbound truck traffic will be di-
verted left, of[Central Avenucto South
Avenue, then to Lincoln Avenue and
to Walnut Avenue in Craaford over o
Raritan Road in Clark. Privale
Southbound traffic will be detoured 10
make a right wm onto Grove Streel,
then a lelt turn onto Rahway Avenue,
After this, car traffic will move down
to Terminal Avenue in Clark, making

a right turn onto Centsal Avenue.

ment or muscle damage.

A serious injury to Brown would
undoubtedly derail any hopes the
Giants have of making the playoffs
this year. Brown, meanwhile, needs a
full season to putupimpressive num-
bers to earn a big money contract
next scason. Brown, entering his
fourth season with the Giants, will be
a free agent at the end of the season.

As part of his treatment, he now
wears a battery pack which is at-
tached to a waistband which sends
electronic stimulations to Brown's
injured right elbow.

“Obviously, it's a little bit painful
right now but it’s nothing 10 be con-
cerned about,” Brown told reporters
following a team’s training camp at
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HISTORY OF A DINER...Louis Lekasand Stetlu Lekas came [rom Brook

congentrated on by the task force.

In Westfield, for example, motor
vehicle thefts dropped from 47 in
1993 10 23 last year, a decline of
about 50 per cent. In Scotch Plains
the number of car thefts dipped by
about 40 per cent, from 89 thefts in
1993 to 36 last year.

IFanwood also saw a significant
decline with the nuinber of reported
automobile thefts downto 1 5in 1994
from 48 in 1993, a drop of almost 70
per cent.

By comparison, in Newark auto-
inobile theftsdropped from (3,974 in
1991 10 9,482, adecline of around 32
per cent, while thefts in Elizabeth
went from 3,148 to 2,075, adipof 34
per cent. lrvinglon saw a drop from
2,649 0 2,062, down 22 per cent,
while Hillside reported car thefts de-
clined fron 597 t0 498, areduction of
almost 17 per cent.

Accarding to the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, over the three-
year existence of the task force 1,049
persons have been arrested. OF that
total, 42 per cent were juveniles.

Officers assigned 1o the task force
said the number of juveniles arrested
by the task force for automobile thefts
has declined from 50 per cent of the
total arrests by the unit to 20 percent.

In an effort (o curb thefts by juve-
niles, the task force has targeted hid-
den parking lots where teenagers are
knownto make doughnut-shaped skid
marks wilh stolen cars. Educational
elforts and increased police patrols

are .aid ‘o be a factor in the drop in
juvenileinvolvementinthese crimes.

Lieutenant Thomas P. DeCastro,
an investigalor in the Prosecutor's
Office, was quoted as saying the main
reason people steal carsis to use them
for street crimes. He said these hard-
ened thieves are knowa to comman-
deer drivers at gunpoint, a crime now
referred as a carjacking, und then vse
the cars to commit burglaries, drive-
by shootings and robberics,

The total value of vehicles recov-
ered by the task force since 1992 was
$10,279,000.

Lieutenant Joho Hannah, the Su-
pervisor of the State Police Aulomo-
bile Task Force, said the shipping
ports are popular places to cenceal
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machines. After tabling the ordi-
nance, which would ban the ma-
chines outright, Mayor Garlaund
C.“Bud” Boothe, Jr. assigned the
matter to rthe Laws und Rules
Committee which is chaired by
Fourth Ward Councilman Michact
E. Panagos.

President Clinton has uccepted
the findings of the Food and Drug
Administration that nicotine in
cigarettes should be declared an
addictive drug.

According to an article in The
New York Times, cigarette vend-
ing machines account for 2 per
centofallcigaretle machines with
anannual total sales in the United
States of $1.4 billion.

The resirictions proposed by the
federal. agency go well teyond
just the vending machines, which
are said to be the number one
source of underage sales, to in-
clude a ban on self-service dis-
plays and require all transactions
ta be through sales clerks.

The agency’s proposals would
also regulate cigarette advertising
anned at teenagers, including a
ban on outdoor cigaretie billboard
advertisements which are within

1.000 feet of schools and play-
grounds.

In addition, the agency would
require identification by all pur-
chasers to prove they are over |8,
the legal age to purchase lobacco
products.

During the August 8 meeting,
Mayor Boothe said he did not
want to continually table the ordi-
nance. Prior to an appearance by

Keith Biebelberg, who represents
a number of vending machines
firms including CIC Corporation
of Springfield, the council was
expecied to approve the ban.

Mr. Bicbelberg argued that a
ban would hurt businesses that
need the machinesasiacouresy to
their adult customers. He empha-
sized that while their are between
30and 40 businesses in Westfield
which sell cigarettes over-the-
counter, there are just 10 vending
machines in the entire town.

Those businesses which have
the machines include the Jolly
Trolley, the Westficld Diner,
Wyckoff’s Steakhouse, Ferraro’s,
as well as the C&G Gulf Station.

Over the past year, members of
the governing body have ex-
pressed concems over what they
claimis a problemofillegalover-
the-counter sales of cigarettes to
minors at stores in Westfield.

The lockout system, Mr.

Bicbelberg explained, operates
through the use of a hand-held
device which hooks on to the belt,
similar to a beeper, and works like
a garage door opener. The man-
ager points the device at the ma-
chine at which time one pack of
cigareltes is released and the ma-
chine shuts off.

Miss Karen Blumenfeld, an at-
torney representing an organiza-
tion oppused to smoking, the
Group Against Smoking, said the
lockout devices have not worked
because store employees were
leaving the devices in the off po-
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Town Police Athletic League Team
Goes 3-2 in National Tournament

Misses Medal Round by Virtue of Loss to Yonkers Tean

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Writien for The Westfield Leader
The Westfield Police Athictic
League tournament baseball team
returned home this past weekend af-
ter its most successful outing in the
National Police Alblelic League
World Series played in lndianapolis,

Courtesy o Miss Georgla Lekas snd Mre. Vasy Hopeckes

Iyn In 1935 and purchased an O'Mahaoney-style

diner at 222 North Avenue in Westficld. They renamed it the Excellent Diner and kept it open 24-hours-a-day, In 1951,
the diner wasreplaced with a more modern version of the diner. The Lekas ran the diner until they were In their 70salong
with thelr davghters. They signed a 20-year lease in 1975 (o have Steve and Harriet Frasiolas obtain full possessien of the
diner this year. Louls Lekas died In 1979 while Mrs. Lekas, 90, still takes care of business matters. The Excellent Diner
was closed last month and will be moved 10 Germany. Please see another picture on Page 16.

Indiana. The round-robin-style tour-
niment was played August 8 through
1.

The team, coached by William R.
Hedden and William Meyer, defeated
NiagaraFalls, 5-1; Atlanta, 17-0, and
Detroit, 9-2. The team also suffered
two losses during the tournament to
the team from Yonkers, 8-4, and S1.
Pctersburg, 12-1.

Couch Hedden said the Westticld
squad committed lour emors in the
first inning against Yonkers and
yiclded four runs. The team was un-
able to come back in the contest.

Since Westficld and Yonkers fin-
ished with identical 3-2 secords, the
Yonkersteam's victory over Westield
enabled them toadvance to the medal
round.

The Yonkers team, whose pitching
staft was worn out by playing five
games in three Jays. did not capture
a medal.

“We would have had a lot better
shotinthe medal round had we beaten
them,” Coach Hedden nated.

The coachsaid the Westtield team,
romposed of boys aged 15 and 16,
competed in the tournament which
consisted of 12 teams from arcund
the country.

“This was the best we have cver
done in the tournament,” said Coach
Hedden.

The 1op thice teams were Miami-
Dade County, Florida: Suffolk
County, New York and the SI Peters-
buig. Florida squads.

Woestfield qualified for the tourna-
ment by capturing the Regional No. 6
tournament in New Jersey, played in
Frechold, for the third consecutive
year.

‘Those players who accompanied
the team to Indianapolis were as fol-
lows: Eric Brown of Berkcley

Heights, Craig and Tim Conway of
Mountainside, John Castellano of
Wesifield, and Donald Buff of Union.

Also joining the team were: Marcus
Mattielli, Josh McMahon, Robert
Meyer, William Swecney and
Jeremiah Tabor and Matl Witliams,
all of Westtield, and Peter Torras of
Summit.

Coach Hedden noted that the cost
ol the vip was $6,500. The team
received $3,000 for winning the re-
monal championship.

Severalcompanies havealso made
vontributions to support the team.

Donations may be sent to the
Westlield Police Athletic League in
care of the Town Hall, 425East Broad
Street, Westfield, 07(90.

DEADLINES HELP
PAPERS SERVE YOU

Those prepanng press releases for
submission (o The WesifteldLeaderor
The Timesare renmnded all capy should
be in the hands af the Editorat S0 Elm
Street, Westlicld, hy 4 p.m. an the
Friday before the Thursday on which
they wish it o appein

Leader reteases also may be mailed
to Post Ottice Boy 250, Westlield.
0091, and Temes 1cleines 1o Post QF-
fice Box 363, Sctch PLins, 07076, 10
meet the above regirements,

For events which happen the week-
end priot to publication. press releases
should reachite Editor by Monday ol
the week of puhhicationat 10 a.m.

Obibuaries will be gahen until Tues-
day at S p.m.

Forevents which are planned weeks
ot manths in adyanee, we encourage
sttbrnisaipn of storics os carly as pos-
siltle prios to the event

The above deadhines e nieant te
enable s o prepare your copy cuare-

fully.
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County Reaches Settlement
With Health Care Workers

A three-year contract settlement
was ratified August 8 by the Union
Council No. 8, which represents ap-
proximately 1,000 county workers,
mostly health care employces at the
Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County in Berkeley Heighits,
announced Union County Manager,
Mrs. Ann M. Baran.

“The settlement provides for the
transfer of all the cwmployees in the
traditional full indemnnity health care
planto a Preferred Provider Network

Elizabethtown Gas

Sponsors Gaelic Night

Elizabethtown Gas Company is
once again sponsoring as part of the
Union County’s Summer Arts Festi-
val, Gaelic Night, an evening of Irish
music and dance, at Echo Lake Park
on Wednesday, August 23, at 7:30
p.m.

The outdoor concert fealures the
music of the Andy Cooney Irish Show,
including a mix of contemporary and
traditional Irish music. Also perform-
ing withhim and his bund are vocalist
Miss Marie McVicker, accordionist
Buddy Connolly and championship
step dancer, Mrs. Kelly Ann
O’ Suilivan,

“Elizabethtown Gas is proud to
sponsor this event for the residents of
the communities we serve,” said com-
pany President Robert P. Kenney.
“Gaelic Nightis a great way for neigh-
bors to come together 1o share an
enjoyable evening, filled with Irish
masic and song, and we are happy to
make it possible.”

Elizabethtown Gas Company, the
NewJersey operating divisionof NUI
Corporation, provides natural gas
service to nearly 240,000 customers
in Union, Middlesex, Hunterdon,
Morris, Mercer, Sussex and Warren
Countics.

o4 e K
None but the well bred man
kiows how to confess a fault or
acknowledge himself in error.

: —Benjntin Franklin

caavepe
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or an Heaith Maintenance Organiza-
tion,” said Mrs. Baran.

“This move to Blue Select from the
BlueCross-Blue Shield P.A.C.E. plan,
and a phasrmacy network along with a
copay increase to $10 for brand name
drugs, will realize projected annual-
ized cost savings of $370,000,” she
explained.

By changing to a managed-care
grouping of hospitals and physicians,
members will avoid co-payments for
their health care, she said. The con-
tract also calls for salary adjustmenss
to offset cost of living increases for
cach year of the agreement and the
introduction of a performance-based
employee evalualion system.

“General wage increases of 3 per
cent this year, 3.5 per cent in 1996
and 1997 were agreed upon which,
when combined with the annual health
insurance savings, add up to a net
increase of 6.75 per cent, or approxi-
mately 2.25 per cent this year,” said
Union County Freeholder Chair-
woman, Mrs. Linda DiGiovanni.

“The terms of the performance
valuation system are to be finalized
over the next 90 days and the system
is to be implemented in 1996 for use
in assessing the issuance of incre-
ments in 1997 and for outstanding
performance.

“l am very happy that an agree-
ment has been reached, one that is
fair te both sides and fair to our tax-
payers,” she stated.

Inregards (o the performance valu-
ation system, Mrs. Baran said, “This
change represents the first time the
county has been able to negotiate the
merit system forcontractual employ-
ees. It will begin to bring those em-
ployees in line with the non-contrac-
tual employces who have had such a
system in place since 1993,

“I am extremely pleased that both
partics have utilized the collective
negotiation process lo reach a fair
agreement. This agreement provides
significant cost controls for the ben-
efit of the taxpayer, and also fairly
meets the legitimate needs of the
workers,” said Mrs, Baran.
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FRESH MEAT:

H American Spring Legs of Lamb
i American Spring Loin Lamb Chops........$7.99 Ib.
Frank’s Famous Ham Loal (T Ios’ %) ... 2 1b./54.98
Frank's Famous Ground Chuck ....... .. 3 1b/§5.99

1‘" i E . n -[EWI‘ g .
FRESH SEAFOOD: -
Fresh Caught Yellowfln Tuna .........ccccrren.- . $8.88 Ib.
Marinated Swordfish or Tuna Ka Bobs {174 ib. min.}......... $3.49 ea. [xa]

5] Live Maine Lobsters (1'/:- 1'21b.) ............. $6.991b. [0\]
o EL7 S Y— XYY _.
FRESH PRODUCE:
Jersey Fresh Blueberries .........oiuevennes . $1.79 pt. 4=

. 232-04025=7
o FAX: 23246504
©T YOURFULE .
r - . SERVICE

- - PERSONAL - -
SUPERMARKET

2 ] (3

.:':ﬂ'n-"

.. $2.69 Ib,

!

Jumbo California Honey Dew Mel

- [BRICK/OVENTB AKED]

MOUNTAINSIDE STORE HOURS
M-F 8am 1O 7etr @ saT Bam ro 5om @ sun Qauar 1o Sem

OPEN SUNDAYS
Available At All Times:
Aged Westem Beel- Ralian Style Veal Cutiets - Perdue Poultry -Fresh Kiked Turkeys & Ducks
Legs of Lamb Butierttied of Kabob - Crown Roasts of Pork & Lamb « Fiiet kiignon « Rib Roast
& Live Lobsier - Domestic snd imported
Fresh Produce » Fresh Ground Colfes -

Cheeses - Full Hot & Cold
. 4 Ples

COURTROOM TIPS... Westfield Fourth Ward Councilman James Hely, cen-
ter, was the puest Speaker at the Westfleld Rotary Club’s regular meeting last
week. Hespoke on Lhe toplc of “Courtroom Technique, Trustworthinessand the
0.]. Simpson Trial.” Rotary President, Dr. Ronald A. Swist, left, greeted Mr.
Hely after the meeting. Rotary Past President, James Coveatry isaiso pictured,
#s he was & member of the club in 1960 when Mr. Hely was invited (o a Rotary
meeting as 8 member of & winning team in Little League Football.

Councilman Hely Is Guest
Of Westfield Rotary Club

Counciliman James Hely, who is a
Supretne Court Certified Civil Trial
Lawyer practicing with Weiseman
Hely of Mountainside, talked to
Westfield Rotarians on the subject
“Courtroom Technique, Trustwerthi-
ness and the O.J. Simpson Trial” at
last week's Rotary meeting. Mr. Hely
is aregular guest expert on the televi-
sion charnel “Court T.V."

Mr. Hely stressed the need to find
the truth if one is in trouble or has a
grievance and wishes to file a Jaw-
suit. Good trial lawyers stay in an
arcacalled the 'zone of truth” and are
not pushed to extremes on prosecu-
tion or defense, Mr. Hely said.

He talked of the need for demon-
strative evidence such as photographs

and exhibits to give the jury facts as
tools to help them make a decision.

Mr. Hely mentioned the Susan
Smith and the 0.J. Simpson trials
before ordering the meeting to gues-
tions.

in conclusion, Mr. Hely recalled
his previous attendance at a Rolary
meeting in 1960 when he was on a
winning Little League Football team.
He recognized the contribution Re-
tary makes to the commupity and
remembered the meeting took place
in the same room 35 years ago. The
podium had been moved but the food
was the same as he remembered. Past
President James Coventry was happy
to tet! Mr. Hely that, without a doubt,
he attended the 1960 meeting, as he
has been a member since 1954.

Children’s Specialized Expands
Neuro-, Psychological Services

Neuropsychological and psycho-
logical services forchildren and ado-
lescents have been expanded at
Children’s Specialized Hospital, it
was announced last week by a hospi-
(al spokeswoman.

The hospital’s neuropsychological
services include neuropsychological
evaluations for learning disabilities,

Trailside Is Hosting

Blue Planet Revue

. Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter in Mountainside will host a per-
tormance by Guitar Bob on Wednes-
day, August 23, at 1:30 p.m., accord-
ing to a spokesman from the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers.

Robert Messano, better known as
Guitar Bob, is a professional per-
former of original songs for childien
and familics, He has performed at
many preschools, efementary schools,
libraries and family concerts.

His music ismeanttocreate a world
of learning forchildren in Kindergar-
ten through third grades. In Blue
Planet Revue, he will present con-
cepts such as endangered species,
envirommental awareness and enjoy-
ing the great outdoors. Participation
ts invited throughout the program.

Tickets for the revue are $3.50 a
person and will be sold at the door.
No children under age 4 will be ad-
mitted,

For information about discount
rates for groups of 25 or more or
aboutother Trailside programs, please
call 789-3670.
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DAY SESSION
Begins September 6

SOMETHING FOR
EVERYONE THIS FALL

at the Union County Vocational-Technical Schools

FULL & PART TIME e DAY & EVENING PROGRAMS

196 Diversified Offerings

Daytime Tuition Courses for Young and Old () Plus
High School Students on a Shared-Time Basis

Job Placement Assistance & Financial Aid

Evening Adult Education

EXPERIENCED FACULTY @ FINE FACILITIES o UNLIMITED PARKING

EVENING CLASSES
Begin September 18

[ THE FINEST YOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL TRAINING AVAILABLE |

MRAE R A AR I T N T Sl ol e 0 DAL ST

DAY SESSION
(908) 889-2999

For full details including registration informaticn, call
EVENING ADULT EDUCATION
(908) 889-2922

'. '4776 RARITAN.-ROAD e SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076-2997 -

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Dis-
order, and neuropsychological im-
pairments such as those suffered from
traumatic brain injuries, strokes and
seizure disorders. Individual and
group cognitive rehabilitation is also
provided.

The spokeswoman noted that psy-
chology services include behavior
modilication, psychodiagnostic as-
sessment, child study team evalua-
tions and individual and group child
and famnily counseling. Otherservices
include group and individual therapy
for Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder, social skills and self-es-
teem.

“The addition of highly experi-
enced pediatric neuropsychotogists
and pediatric psychologists enables
the hospital to provide abroader scope
of services to meet Lthe ever growing
uceds of area families and schools,”
said Dr. Michael Dribbon, the Direc-
tor of  Psychology  and
Neuropsychology.

“With our expanded services, in-
cluding parenting education and sib-
ling support, we are now able to not
only treat the individual child but
provide comprehensive treatmment for
the whole family,” he explained.

For more information regarding the
hospital’s neuropsychological ser-
vices, please call 233-3720, Exten-
siun No. 8449,

For more information regarding
other psychological services, please
call 233-3720, Extension No. 297.
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We don't undderstand life any
better at forty than al twenly,
but we know it and admin it.

—Jules Renard

Second Quarter Home Sales
Up 40 Per Cent in State

Existing single-family home sales
in the state increased 40 per cent to
39,700 for the second quarter ascom-
pared to the first quarter when sales
rose to 28,200, thus reaching their
highestlevel since oneyearago when
43,000 homes were sold, the New
Jersey Association of Realiors re-
ported last week.

“Allthings considered, these num-
bers show New Jersey's home sales
markel remains strong and is helping
the economny in the Garden State to
keep pace with the nation,” said Carl
DeMusz, the President of the asso-
ciation. .

“When existing home sales are
brisk, other businesses such as land-
scapers, pool contraclors, electricians
and homecenteroutlets, forexample,
increase their business and the
economy isthe benefactor,” he stated.

“We knew all along it would be
difficult to match 1994’s exceplional
second quarter,” added Mr. DeMusz,
a broker owner of DeMusz Real Es-
tate in Cape May.

“To hit 39,700 sales is exceptional
and we are very pleased with this
level,” he said.

Theassociation’sComposite Hous-
ing Affordability Index, which mea-
sures atfordability factors forall home
buyers, rose to 1339 in the second
quarter, compared to 123.2 inthe first
guarter, a spokesman for the group
explained. The housing affordability
index was at its highest ievel since
the fisst quarier in 1994 when it stood
at 140.0.

Enterest rates posted at 7.85 per
cent for the second quarter, reached
their lowest level since first quarter
of 1994 when interest rates were 7.12
per cent. The affordability index for
second quarter of 1994 was 123.6,
the spokesinan noted.

“When the Housing Affordability
Index measures 100, the housing
affordability index is based on cur-
rent median incomes, median hous-
ing prices and average mortgage in-
terest rates, a family earning the me-
dian income has exactly the amount
needed to purchase a median-priced
resale home using conventional fi-
nancing and a 20 per cent down pay-
ment. Since the median is the mid-
point, the index shows half the fami-
lies in New Jersey had at feast 133.9
per cent of the income needed to
qualify for a home purchase with the
median price of $146,500,”" he ex-
plained.

Median family incomes in New
Jersey stood at $54,500, a gain of
$425 overthe first quarterof $34,075
and $1,700 higher than 1994's sec-
ond guarter, $52,860, it was noted.

UNDER CONSTRUCTION...A major restoration of the Woman's Club of

“Using those guidelines, a New
Jersey family carning the state's me-
dian income of $54,500 actually
carned $13,308 more than theamount
required to purchase a median priced
home of $146,500 with 20 per cent
down and a 30-year mortgage at 7.85
per cent,” the spokesman said.

For the first half of the year, there
were 67,900 existing single-family
home sales in the state. In 1994, there
were 75,400 home sales; in 1993,
65,100, and 68,600 during the first
sb_sdmomhq of 1992, the association
said.

The New Jersey Association of
Rediltors is a non-profit organization
serving the professional needsof over
38,000 real estate agents in the state.
The association and its 28 member
boards and asseciations of realtors,
are part of the National Association
of Realtors, reportedly the largest
trade association in the United States
with more than 750,000 members.

The group explained that the sea-
sonally-adjusted annual rate for a
particular quarter represents what the
total number of actual sales fora year
would be if the relative resale pace
was maintainced for the year's four
consecutive quarters.

Seasonally-adjusted annual rates
are used in reporting, quarterly data
to factor out seasonal variations in
resale activity, the group stated, For
example, home sales are normally
higher in the summer and relatively
light in winter, primarily because of
differences in weather and changing
dcmdographic pattemns, it was empha-
sized.

Albert Green’s Works

Featured at Museum

The Morris Museum is currently
presenting a posthumous retrospec-
tive of the work of the late master
ceramist, Albert Green of Westfield.

The exhibition, “Albert Green -
The Celebration of a Master Polter,”
opened August 12 and will continue
through Sunday, October 8. A recep-
tion will be held on Sunday, Sepiem-
ber 17, from 2 t0 5 p.n,

The museum is located at 6
Normandy Heights Road in
Morristown and is open cvery day.
The hours are 10 am. to 5 p.m. on
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays.,
Fridays and Saturdays; 10 a.m. to 8
p.m. on Thursdays, and 1 p.m. f0 §
p.m. on Sundays.

Admission costs $4 for adults; $2
for children, students, seniors and
groups. Admission is free on Thurs-
days from | 10 8 p.m.

for detaiis, please call 1-201-538-
0454, - : oo S

Westilield's Clubhouse is currently underwsy with the exterjor of the house
being refurbished in keeping with its original architecture. Pictured are work-
men putting the restored 22-foot Doric columns back into their places on the
front parch. The restoration project was funded in part by a grant from the
Westfield Foundation. The house was built circa 1909 in the Coloninl Revival
style of architecture that was popular in this section of Westfield at the turn of
the century. On June 22, the Westfield Historic Preservation Commission
awarded the Woman’s Club a speclal Preservation Commendation for its
“continued and sensitive maintenance” of this hoine over the years.
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NEW PROCEDURE...Dr. Jacques Coben, left, observes Dr. Santiago Munné as
he removes a cell from a human embryo in preparstion for its anulysis with the
new technique, preimplantation genetic diagnosis of aneuploidy, at the Institute
for Reproductive Medicine and Sclence of Saint Barnabas Medical Center in

bivingston.

Fall Sessions Start
At Technical Schools

These is still room for more stu-
dents in the 126 full- and part-time,
duy and evening courses being of-
fered by the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical School in Scotch
Plains asitbegins its operational year,
according to a school spokesman.

The fall semester will get under-
way with the opening of the day ses-
sion on Wednesday, Sepiember 6.
The Division of Coatinuing
Education’s cvening classes will start
on Monday, September 18, with the
exception of Manicuring and Nails
Technology and Cosmetology which
:vsill open on Wednesday, September

The day session provides skills
training in a wide variety of occupa-
tions, according to Patrick Mauro,
the Director of Admissions. The Auto
Technology Program with its Auto-
motive Service Excellence centifica-
tion has been highly received as has
the Building Trades Cluster, he said.
The Culinary Arts and Baking Pro-
grams have won numerous honors
throughout the years.

Some of the other courses offered
are Graphic Communications, Horti-
culture, Masonry, Machine Technol-
vgy and Welding, A Supermarkets
institute and a Child Care and Devel-
opment Program are also available.

Tweo new offerings for the fall are

Music of the 1960"5
At Echo Lake Park

On August 30

The Party Dolls will wrap up the
Union County Summer Arts Festival
in Echo Lake Park in Mountainside
on Wednesday, August 30, at 7:30
p.m.

Public Service Electric and Gas
and the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Frecholders are the sponsors of
this evening which not only features
music from the 1960’s but choreog-
raphy and costumes of 1960°s televi-
sion shows suchas “Hullabaloo™ and
‘Shindig.”

The Party Dolls have performed in
nany venues since their formationin
1986, In 1988, they shared the bill
with The Beach Boys at President
George Bush’s Inauguration party and
later that year were 2 featured act at
Nickeledeon’s 10th Anniversary
Party. They have also performed at
the Garden State Arts Center and at
the National Governors® Ball at
Princeton University.

The concert, which is presented
free-of-charge, will beginat 7:30p.m.
Picnic dinners are encouraged and a
refreshmenttruck is availableon site.
Lawnchairsor blankets are suggested.

EchoLake Park islocated off Route
No. 22 East on the Westficld/
Mountainside border. Incase of rain,
the cancert will move indoors 10
Cranford High School at West End
Place. Rain information is available
after 2 p.m. on the day of the concert
by calling the Union County Divi-
sion of Parks and Recreation hotline
at 352-8410.

Classroom Decision

Set for Tuesday

The Westfield Board of Education
will hold a public meeting at 8 p.m.
this Tuesday, August 22, in the Board
Meeling Room at 302 Eim Street to
hear recommendations from the Fa-
cilities and Finance Committees abut
building six elementary school class-
rooms on each side of the town.

The cominittees met over the sum-
mer to determine the number and
{ocation of the ¢lassrooms and how
to fund the building program needed
to accommodats increased numbers
of students in the town's six elemen-
tary schools, a district spokesman
said.

‘Tuesday's School Boprd meeting
will be open to the public.

Catholic Singles

Set Summer Dance

The Young Single Catholic Adults
Club, n non-profil organization, will
be sponsoring a Summer Dance on
Saturday, August 26, from 8 p.m. to
midnight at the Inmaculate Heart of
Mary Roman Catholic Church, 1571
Martine Avenue, Scolch Plains.

Singles between the ages of 21 and
39 are welcome to attend. Admission
is $6 and includes snacks and bever-
ages.

gFmrf\.lrlhcrinfonnnti(m.plcasz:call

671-2549 or 541-5596.

Law Enforcement ‘Fechnology and
Twilight Culinary Ans. The former
will help prepare students foracareer
in Criminal Justice and the latter is
for adults above high school age who
seek an education in the arca of food
service.

Daytime classes are available 10
tuition participants as well as high
school students who wish to attend
the school on a shared-time basis.
This method affords young men and
women the opportunily of learning a
trade in addition to earning a second-
ary school diploma.

According to Thomas E.
Highsmith, the Director of Aduit
Education, two new offerings have
been added to the evening session,
bringing the overall total to 108, The
state-licensing courses are Nurses
Aide for Long-Term Health Facili-
ties for the Eldesly and Barbering for
the New Jersey Cosmetologist and
Hairstyling license,

Compuler programs for beginners
and experienced users will again be
scheduled.

An Introduction to Computers,
Word Perfect and Windows, is being
nffered as well as Lotus 1, 2, 3, and
Desk Top Publishing, Pagemakerand
Quark-Xpress.

Other coursesinclude the Automo-
tive Service Excellence Examination
Preparation, Computer Assisted
Drafting, Air-Conditioning and Re-
frigeration, Power Enginecring, Blue,
Black Red Seals, and Masonry. Of-
ferings being repeated are Manicur-
ingand Nails Technology, Cake Deco-
rating and Locksmithing L. In addi-
tion, a full range of vocational courses
is made available to Irades persons or
interested arca residents.

Day session registrations are being
held daity from 9a.m. to4 p.m.inthe
Technical Building at the Scotch
PPlains Campus at 1 776 Raritan Road.
f'his is also the site of the evening
sessionregistrations to begin Wednes-
days, Thursday and Friday, Septem-
ber6, 7,8 and 13 from t0a.m. 10 3:30
p.m. and in Baxel Hall beginning
Monday Tuesday und Wednesday,
September §1, 12 and 13, from 6 to
t:15 p.m.

The day session can be reached by
phone at 889-2999 and the evening
session at 889-2922 or 2914.
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The Folks At The

WESTFIELD DINER
And Restaurant
Extend Their Best Wishes
And Best Of Luck To
The Staff Of The Excellent Diner.

<>’
A Westfield LLandmark,
“THE EXCELLENT DINER"
After Nearly A Half-Century
Of Service Reluctantly Closed

lts Doors Recently.
<

We Welcome All "Excellent"
Diner Customers To

THE WESTFIELD DINER
And Restaurant

309 North Avenue, East, Westfield

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

First National Center for Genetic Testing
Of Embryos to Open at Saint Barnabas

The Institute for Reproductive Medl-
cine and Scienceof Saint BarnabasMedi
cal Center August ¢ announced that jts
new in vitro fertilization Jabo: -_—
which ofﬂclnlago ned this month —
will serve as rst natlonal referral
center to detect genetic abnormalities in
embryos before they are transferred to a
woman.

According to Dr, Jacques Cohen, one
ofthe world's leading clinical embryolo-
gists wha servesas Scientific Director of
the institute, the new referral program
wiil allow practices throughout the United

States to send embryonic samples to the - -

medical center’s laboratory for lesting
before implantation, rather than waiting
for the second trimester of pregnancy and
relying on amniocentesis.

The cells will be tested for aneuploidy,
a condition involving the presence of an
cxtra chromosome or the ebsence of a
chromosome, which may indicale ge-
netic disorders such as Down's syndrome.
Since an embryo can servive only for up
to four o six days after fertilization, the
institute will provide a diagnosis in less
than 24 hours.

Ancuploidy occurs in approximately
40percentofembryosin womenoverthe
age of 40 and almost 20 per cent in
women 35 to 39 years old. It often leads
to abnormal growth of the embryo, pre-
venting it from implanting inthe userus or
aborting spontasicously before a full-
grown fetus is formed.

Cells from embryos will be tested for
ancuploidy using preimplantation genetic
diagnosis, a technique dcve!oPed by Dr,
Santiago Munné, the institute’s Director
of Preimplantation Genetics. In this pro-
cedure, a hole is made in the outside shall
of the embryo, and one or two cells are
removed by gentie aspiration. While the
biopsied cells are being analyzed, the
embryo is kept in culture.

Theanalysis, whichis usually obtained
on Lhe same day of the biopsy, utilizes &
technique called fluorescence in-sity hy-
bridizalion. This involves marking pieces
of DNA, the actual geneticmaterial, called
probes, forthe chromosomes X, Y, 18,13
and 21 with diffesent fluorescent colors.
Various color combinations allow scien-
tists to distinguish a normal cell from a
cell with aneuploidy, such as Down's
syndrome.

“In the past, one of lhe greatest disap-
pointments for embryologists has been
their inability to assess the viability of a
paticnt’s embryo,” said Dr. Cohen. “An-
other frustration,” he continued, **hasbeen
the fact that abnormal embryos may look
totally normal at the day of embryo trans-
fer,scveraldays fallowing egg retrieval.”

Studies with more than 300 embryos
have shown that preimplantation genetic
diagnosis of aneuploidy can identify nor-
maland abnormal embryos in 90 per cent
of the cases. Only those embryos consid-
ered normal are replaced in the uterus. A
recent study conducted by Dr. Munné in
his previous position at The New York
Hospital-Cornell University Medical
College, which is reported inthe August
issue of Ferrtitity and Sterility, confirmed
the high efficiency of fluorescence in-
situ hybridization in screening embryos
with ancuploidy that can arrive 1o term.

“By detecting and preventing the trans-
fer of abnormal embryos, we may be able
toincrease a woman's chances of becom-
ing pregnant because ancuploid embryos
have very low survival rates,” said Dr.
Munné.

In the future, preimplantation genetic
diagnosis of aneuploidy may also have a
significant impact on the cost of in vitro
fertilization procedures. since only the
normal embryos arc detected and trans-
ferred after diagnosis, there is an im-
proved chance of implantation in 1he first
fertilization cycle. This may eliminate
the need for a second cycle, causing a
reduction in associated costs.

Qpen 7 Diys Q[

“For example, a woman who has 10
embryos — five normal and five abnor-
mat — will have five transferred and five
frozen, with a 20 per cent chance of
ﬁmgnmcy among those embryos. If the

rst cycle fails, a second cycle using
frozenembryos s usually performed. But

utilizing diagnosis, the five abnormal
embryos will be detected, and only one
cycle usin; the normal embryos will be
necessary,” Dr, Munné explained,
Commenting on other potential clini-
cal implications of the ¢iagnostic tech-
nigue, Dr. Richard T. Scott, Jr. Medical

Director of the institute, said, *“With this
technology, we will have greater control
of the number of embryos transferred,

which ultimately may lead to a reduction

in multiple les.”
The dlaghosts program It one of many
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Music Staff is Celebrating
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Music Staff /C.D. Annex
233-1448

10 Quimby St. (Formerly Bennetons)

233-5111

Its Grand Re-Opening
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We are pleased to announce that

ThePrudential @ Degnan Boyle REALTORS

continues to grow.

-

‘We bave merged with

- The Prudential New Jersey Realty and
The Prudential Goodman Butler Realtors.

Our new name is

‘ThePrudential

X

New Jersey Realty”

Degnan Boyle Division

Our new company will bave

18 offices in Essex, Union, Morris, Middlesex,
Hunterdon and Monmouth Counties.

A solid past...A rock solid future.

DEGNAN BOYLE DIVISION OFFICES

Caldwell
266 Bloomficld Ave.
201-228-1000

Union/Elizabeth

540 North Ave., Union

908-353-4200

Livingston
S0 E. Mt Pleasant Ave.
201-992-6363

West Orange
405 Northfield Ave.
201-325-1500

Millburn/Short Hills
374 Millburn Ave., Millburn

201-467-3883
Westfield

153 Mountain Ave.

908-232-5664

OTHER SALES OFFICE LOCATIONS

Clinton
908-735-.9700

Manalapan
908-5306-1200

Morristown
201-538-5555

908-566-1881

201-263-8300

Holmdel Howell
9(8-946-7800 908-367-5200
Muatawan Middletown

Parsippany Rockaway

CORPORATE OFFICES:

908-671-3500

201-625-1250

Landing
201-770-0100
Millstone
908-446-4959

Sayreville
908-257-1881

197 State Highway 18, Suite 100, East Brunswick, NJ 08816

908-8-16-7000

Independently Owned and Operated






