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TOWN COUNCIL TABLED ORDINANCE WHICH WQULD OUTLAW MACHINES

President Clinton's Proposal
Would Ban Cigarette Machines

And Display Racks at Stores
Laws and Rules Committee Was to Review Recommendation

For Lockout Devices to Stop Sales to Persons Under 18

SISTERS ACT...Rerue Skulilsh, left, watches as sister, Christine, puts the finishing touches on a mural in the basement
recreation room of Westfteld's Teen Center. Recent Wtstficld High School graduates and prospective college students,
the sisters were commissioned to create the painting by the Westfield Recreation Commission.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Sptliotfy Wrlllr/ifitr Tkr WfiffittdUmttt

President Clinton'sproposal last
week for restrictions on the saleof
cigarettes to minors would go far
beyond the ban on vending ma-
chines proposed in an ordinance
by the Westfield Town Council
which has been tabled since May
23. The machines have been
banned in a number of communi-
ties including Scotch Plains jusl
last year.

The Westfield ordinance was
•tabled in June alter an attorney
representing the vending machine
companies asked the council ;o
consider a lockout device I'm (lie

Essex-Union Task Force Efforts Have Resulted
In Significant Reduction of Automobile Thefts

Reported Stolen Vehicles in Westfield Dropped 50 Per Cent in 1994 From 47 to 23

The number of motoi-vehicletfiefts
lias dropped dramatically in
Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood over the last three years
through theeffortsof the Essex-Onion
Automobile Theft Tusk l-'orce.

Formed in 1992, the task force was
put into motion to help curb the dra-
matic rise incarthel'tsandcarj ackings

in Newark, JrvingtoiuJilia'.abeth and
Jersey City.

According tu statistics released as
part (if the Uniform Crime Report by
the Slate Police, the number of auto-
mobile thefts stutewidedropped from
71,868 in 1991 to 52,132 last year.

A State Police spokesman said 40
percent of that decline was in the area

Dave Brown Expected
To Play Against Jets
Westfield Native Sustained Injury in August 6 Game

G iants footbal I fans breathed a si gh
of relief last week after team officials
revealed that the injury sustained by
quarterback and Westfield native
Dave Brown on August 6 would not
cause him to miss more than one
game.

The starting signal calling and
former star of the Westfield High
School and Duke University Blue
Devils football teams sustained what
has now been referred to by team
officials as "a moderate bruise"
againslthcClevelundBrowns II days
ago.

Tests taken at The Hospital for
Special Surgery and Cornell Medical
Center in New YorkCity revealed the
injury was not as serious as had been
thought. Doctors checked for liga-

ment or muscle damage.
A serious injury to Brown would

undoubtedly derail any hopes the
Giants have of making the playoffs
this year. Brown, meanwhile, needs a
full season toputupimpressive num-
bers to earn a big money contract
next season. Brown, entering his
fourth season with (he Giants, will be
a free agent at the end of the season.

As part of his treatment, lie now
wears a battery pack which is at-
tached to a waistband which sends
electronic stimulations to Brown's
injured right elbow.

"Obviously, it's a little bit painful
right now but it's nothing to be con-
cerned about," Brown told reporters
following a team's training camp at

concentrated on by the task fore?.
In Westfield, for example, motor

vehicle thefts dropped from 47 in
1993 to 23 last year, a decline of
about 50 per cent. In Scotch Plains
the number of car thefts dipped by
about 40 per cent, from 89 thefts in
1993 to 36 last year.

Fanwood ulso saw a significant
decline with the number of reported
automobile thefts down to IS in 1994
from 48 in 1993, a drop of almost 70
per cent.

By comparison, in Newark auto-
mobile thefts dropped from 13,974 in
1991 to 9,482, a decline of around 32
per cent, while thefts in Elizabeth
went from 3,148 to 2,075, adipof 34
per cent, lrvington saw a drop from
2,649 to 2,062, down 22 per cent,
while Hillside reported car thefts de-
clined from 597 to 498, a reduction of
almost 17 percent.

According to the Union County
Prosecutor's Office, over the three-
year existence of the task force 1,049
persons have been anested. Of that
total, 42 percent were juveniles.

Officers assigned to the task force
said the number of juveniles arrested
by ihe task force forautomobilethefts
has declined from 50 per cent of the
total arrests by the unit to 20per cent.

In an effort to curb thefts by juve-
niles, the task force has targeted hid-
den parking lots where teenagers are
known to makedoughnut-shaped skid
marks with stolen cars. Educational
efforts and increased police patrols

tire .aid :o be a factor in <he drop in
juvenileinvolvementinthese crimes.

Lieutenant Thomas P. DeCaslro,
an investigator in the Prosecutor's
Office, was quoted as saying the main
reason people steal cars is to usethem
for street crimes. He said these hard-
ened thieves are known to comman-
deer drivers at gunpoint, a crime now
referred as a carjacking, and then use
the cars to commit burglaries, drive-
by shootings and robberies.

The total value of vehicles recov-
ered by the task force since 1992 was
$10,279,000.

Lieutenant John Hannah, the Su-
pervisor of the Slate Police Automo-
bile Task Force, said the shipping
ports are popular places tu conceal

cotmnxeoiirtoet

machines. After tabling the ordi-
nance, which would ban the ma-
chines outright, Mayor Garland
C. "Bud" Bnothe, Jr. assigned Ihe
matter to ilie Liitvi and Rules
Committee which is chaired hy
Fourth WardCoimcilinati MIL haci
E. Panugos.

President Clinton has accepted
the findings of the Food and Drug
Administration that nicotine in
cigarettes should be declared an
addictive drug.

According to an article in The
New York Times, cigarette vend-
ing machines account for 2 per
cent of all cigarette machines with
an annual total sales in the United
Slates of $1.4 billion.

Theresfriclionsproposedbythe
federal, agency go well beyond
just the vending machines, which
are s,aid lo be the number one
source of underage sales, to in-
clude a ban on self-service dis-
plays and require all transactions
to be through sales clerks.

The agency's proposals would
also regulate cigarette advertising
aimed at teenagers, including a
ban on outdoorcigarette billboard
advertisements which are within
1.000 feet of schools and play-
grounds.

In addition, the agency would
require identification by all pur-
chasers to prove (hey are over 18,
the legal age to purchase tobacco
products.

During the August 8 meeting,
Mayor Boothe said he did not
want locontinually lable the ordi-
nance. Prior to an appearance b>

Keith Biebelberg, who represents
a number of vending machines
firms including CIC Corporation
of Springfield, the council was
expected to approve the ban.

Mr Biebelberg argued that a
bun would hurt businesses that
need the machines as a courtesy to
their adult customers, He empha-
sized that while their are between
30 and 40 businesses in Westfield
which sell cigarettes over-the-
counter, there are just 10 vending
machines in Ihe entire town.

Those businesses which have
the machines include Ihe Jolly
Trolley, the Westfield Diner,
Wyckoff's Stealth o use, Ferraro's,
as well as the C&G Gulf Station.

Over the past year, members of
the governing body have ex-
piessed concerns over what they
claim is a problemof illegal over-
the-counter sales of cigarettes to
minors at stores in Weslfield.

The lockout system, Mr.
Biebelberg explained, operates
through the use of a hand-held
device which hooks on to the belt,
s i mi lar to a beeper, and work s like
a garage door opener. The man-
ager points the device at the ma-
chine at which time one pack of
cigarettes is released and (he ma-
chine shuts off.

Miss Karen BJumenfeld, an at-
torney representing an organiza-
tion opposed1 to smoking, the
Group Against Smoking, said the
lockout devices have not worked
because store employees were
leaving the devices in the off po-

Town Police Athletic League Team
Goes 3-2 in National Tournament

Misses Medal Round by Virtue of Loss to Yonkers Team

By PAUL J. PEVTON

The Westfield Police Athietic
League tournament baseball team
returned home this past weekend af-
ter its most successful outing in the
National Police Athleiic League
World Series played in Indianapolis,

Bridge to Be Closed
To September 4

On Central Avenue
The Central Avenue Bridge, con-

necting Westficid with Ctark, will be
closed through Monday, September"),
The Westfield Leader was told by a
representative of the Weslflcld Police
Department. The New Jersey Slaic
Division of Transportation will be com-
pleting deck and structure work.

According lo the Wcslficld Police
Department, detour signs have been
posted on Central Avenue by North
Avenue in Weslfield and on Central
Avenue by Rarilan Road in Clark. The
bridge will be closed on bolh sides,
police added.

The Westfield Police Department
has also said northbound truck traffic
will be rerouted to Walmii Avenue in
Cranford, then channeled left on Lin-
coln Avenue lo SoLih Avenue. 1'rivuic
vehicle traffic will be dcluurcd along
Terminal Avenue in Clark lo Rahwuy
Avenue, then lo Grove Street and back
lo Central Avenue.

Southbound truck traffic will be di-
verted left, of [Central Avenue to South
Avenue, then to Lincoln Avenue and
to Walnut Avenue in CrunTonl over lo
Rarilan Road in Clark. Private
Southbound traffic will be dctourcd to
make a right turn onto Grove Strcci.
then a left turn onto Railway Avenue.
After this, car traffic wilt move down
to Terminal Avenue in Clark, making

right turn onto Central Avenue.

Courttay ot MfJS Qiora1* L M I I M d M r t Vaty tion«c*ert

HISTORYOFA DINER..XoulsI*kas«ndSle!luLckascanierrnniDrooklynin 1935 and purchased an O'Mahoncj-slylc
diner at 222 North Avenue in Weslficld. They renamed it the Excellent Diner and kepi ft open 2-t-hours u-day, In 1951,
Ilic diner was replaced with fl more modern version ofllic diner. The Lckas ran the diner until they were In their 70s atone
»lib Iholr daughters. They signed a 20-yrar lease In 1975 ID have Steve and Harriet Frasiulas ubtuin full possession of the
diner this year. Louis Lckas died In 1979 while Mrs. Lekus, 90, slill takes care of business matters. The Excellent Diner
mis closed last mouth urul will be tinned lo Germany. I'leasc see another picture on Page 16.

Indiana. The round-robin-style tour-
nament was played August 8 through
II.

The team, coached by William R.
1 ledden and William Meyer, defeated
Niagara Falls, 5-1; Atlanta, 17-0, and
Detroit, 9-2. The (earn also suffered
two losses during the tournament to
the learn from Yonkers. 8-1, and Si.
Petersburg. 12-1.

Coach lleddcn sakl the West field
squad committed lour errors isi the
first inning against Yonkers and
yielded four runs. The team was un-
able lo come back in the contest.

Since Westficid and Yonkers fin-
ished with identical 3-2 iccords. the
Yonkers team's victory over Weslfield
enabled Iheintoadvancc to ihe medal
round.

The Yonkers (earn, whose pitching
staff was wiirn out by playing five
games in three days, did not capture
a medal.

"We woulJ have had a Jot better
shot in the medal round had we beaten
them." Coach Hedilen noted.

The coach said the Westfield team,
composed of boys ageii 15 and 16.
competed in the tournament which
consisted of 12 tennis from around
the country.

This was the best we have ever
done in the tournament," said Coach
Hedden.

The lop thiec teams were Miami-
Dade County, Florida; Suffolk
County. New York and the SI Peters
buig, Florida squads.

Weslflcld qualified for the tourna-
ment by capturing tlie Regional No. 6
tournament in New Jersey, played in
Freehold, for the third consecutive
year.

Those players who accompanied
the team lo Indianapolis were as fol-
lows: Eric Brown of Berkeley

I leights, Craig and Tim Conway of
Mountainside. John Castellano of
Weslfield, and Donald Huff of Union.

Also-joining Ihe team were: Marcus
Matliellt, Josh McMahun. Robert
Meyer. William Sweeney and
Jeremiah Tahor and Mali Williams,
all of Westfield, and Peter Torras of
Summit

Coach Hcddcn noted that the cost
i»f the trip was $6,51)0. The leain
received $3,000 for winning the re-
gional championship.

Several companies have also made
contributions to support the team.

Donations may he sent to the
Weslfield Police Athletic League in
care of the Town Hall. 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, 07(190.
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County Reaches Settlement
With Health Care Workers

A three-year contract settlement
was ratified August 8 by the Union
Council No. 8, which represents ap-
proximately 1,000 county workers,
mostly health care employees at the
Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County in Berkeley Heights,
announced Union County Manager,
Mrs. Ann M. Baran.

'The settlement provides for the
transfer of all the employees in the
traditional full indemnity health care
plan to a Preferred Provider Network

Elizabethtown Gas
Sponsors Gaelic Night
Elizabethtown Gas Company is

once again sponsoring as part of the
Union County's Summer Arts Festi-
val, Gaelic Night, an evening of Irish
music and dance, at Echo Lake Park
on Wednesday, August 23, at 7:30
p.m.

The outdoor conceit features the
music of the Andy Cooney Irish Show,
including a mix of contemporary and
traditional Irish music-Alsy perform-
ing with him and his bund are vocalist
Miss Marie McVicker, accordionist
Buddy Connolly and championship
step dancer, Mrs . Kelly Ann
O'Sullivan.

"Elizabethtown Gas is proud to
sponsor this event for the residents of
the communi ties we serve," said com-
pany President Robert P. Kenney.
"Gaelic Night is a great way for neigh-
bors to come together lu share an
enjoyable evening, filled with Irish
music and song, and we are happy to
make it possible."

Elizabethtown Gas Company, (he
New Jersey operatingdivision of N U l
Corporation, provides natural gas
service to nearly 240,000 customers
in Union, Middlesex, Hunterdon,
Morris, Mercer, Sussex and Warren
Counties.

Noiir l)iil lli<- well l>i'<'<i mull
knows luw l« roiif'<-ys H liiull or

kimwIi'ilfM* Itiiii-fll' in error.
—Iti-njitiiiiii Franklin

or an Health Maintenance Organiza-
tion," said Mrs. Baran.

'This move to Blue Select from the
Blue Cross-Blue Shield R A C E , plan,
and a pharmacy network along with a
copay increase to$10for brand name
drugs, will realize projected annual-
ized cost savings of $370,000," she
explained.

By changing to a managed-care
grouping of hospitals and physicians,
members will avoid co-payments for
their health care, she said. The con-
tract also calls for salary adjustments
to offset cost of living increases for
each year of the agreement and the
introduction of a performance-based
employee evaluation system.

"General wage increases of 3 per
cent this year, 3.5 per cent in 1996
and 1997 were agreed upon which,
when combined wjth the annual health
insurance savings, add up to a net
increase of 6.75 percent, or approxi-
mately 2.25 per cent this year," said
Union County Freeholder Chair-
woman, Mrs. Linda DiGiovanni.

"The terms of the performance
valuation system are to be finalized
over the next 90 days and the system
is to be implemented in 1996 for use
in assessing the issuance of incre-
ments in 1997 and for outstanding
performance.

"1 am very happy that an agree-
ment has been reached, one that is
fair to both sides and fair to our tax-
payers," she stated.

In regards lo (lie performance valu-
ation system, Mrs. Baran said, "This
change represents the first time the
county has been able (o negotiate the
merit system for contractual employ-
ees. It will begin to bring those em-
ployees in line with the non-contrac-
tual employees who have had such a
system in place since 1993.

"i am extremely pleased that both
parties have utilized the collective
negotiation process lo reach a fair
agreement. This agreement provides
significant cost controls for the ben-
efit of the taxpayer, and also fairly
meets the legitimate needs of the
workers." said Mrs. Baran.

COURTROOM TIPS...Westn*ld Fourth Ward Councilman James Hely, cen-
ter, was the guest Speaker at the Westfleld Rotary Club's regular meeting last
week. He spoke on the topkof "Courtroom Technique,Trustworthlnessand the
O.J. Simpson Trial." Rotary President, Dr. Ronald A. Swlst, left, greeted Mr.
Hely after the meeting. Rotary Past President, James Coventry Is alsp pictured,
as he was a member of the club In I960 when Mr. Hely was Invited to a Rotary
meeting as a member of a winning team in Little League Football.

Councilman Hely Is Guest
Of Westfield Rotary Club

Councilman James Hely, who is a
Supreme Court Certified Civil Trial
Lawyer practicing with Weiseman
Hely of Mountainside, talked :o
Westfield Rotarians on the subject
"Courtroom Technique, Trustworthi-
ness and the O.J. Simpson Trial" at
last week's Rotary meeting. Mr. Hely
is a regular guest expert on the televi-
sion channel "Court T.V."

Mr. Hely stressed the need lo find
the truth if one is in trouble or has a
grievance and wishes to file a law-
suit. Good trial lawyers stay in an
area called the "zoneof truth" and are
not pushed to extremes on prosecu-
tion or defense, Mr. Hely said.

He talked of the need for deinon-
strativeevidence such as photographs

and exhibits to give the jury facts as
tools to help them make a decision.

Mr. Hely mentioned the Susan
Smith and ihe O.J. Simpson trials
before ordering the meeting to ques-
tions.

In conclusion, Mr. Hely recalled
his previous attendance at a Rotary
meeting in 1960 when he was on a
winning Little League Football team.
He recognized the contribution Ro-
tary makes to the community and
remembered the meeting took place
in the same room 35 years ago. The
podium had been moved but the food
was the same as he remembered. Past
President James Coventry was happy
(o teil Mr. Hely that, without a doubt,
he attended the 1960 meeting, as he
has been a member since 1954.
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Specials Wed., August 16th - Tues., August 22n
FRESH MEAT:

156 MOUNTAIN
AVENUE
MOUKTAWSIDE
NJ . MARKET,

American Spring Legs oi Lamb $2.6* Ib

American Spring Loin Lamb Chops. $7.99 Ib

Frank's Famous Ham Loaf (SSH^*™*) . . . 2 lb./$4.98
Frank's Famous Ground Chuck 3 lb./$5.99

FRESH SEAFOOD:
Fresh Caught Yellowfln Tuna $«.MJb
Marinated Swordfish or Tuna Ka Bobs (1/4 Ib. mln.) $3.49 ea.
Live Maine Lobsters (1V. -1'Alb.) $6.99Ib.

(1 VJ - 2Ib.) $8.99 Ib

FRESH PRODUCE:
Jersey Fresh Blueberries $1.79 pt.

Jumbo California Honey Dew Melon $3.49 ea.

MOUNTAINSIDE STORE HOURS
M-F 8AM TO 7PM ' SAT 8AM TO 5PM • SUN 9AM TO 5PM

OPEN SUNDAYS
Available At Atl Times:

Apd W«ten M - bliin Style V«l CutA • PtfAjt ftwfrv -Fwh NM Twtifi 1 Oucti
i l L b B r i f l M K t o b - Cn>amRouttofFwli*Lwnfe< HMWgnon • R»Fktt

Children's Specialized Expands
Neuro-, Psychological Services

|iSt*xKl I Uw lotwkf • Dowdc nd Imputed ChmM • ft» Hot I CoMJ
Fresh Product • FmtitirnndCoffN •

Neuropsychological and psycho-
logical services fofchildren and ado-
lescents have been expanded al
Children's Specialized Hospital, it
was announced last week by a hospi-
lal spokeswoman.

The hospital's neuropsychological
services include neuropsychological
evaluations for learning disabilities,

Trailside Is Hosting
Blue Planet Revue

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter in Mountainside will host u per-
formance by Guitar Bob on Wednes-
day, August 23, at 1:30 p.m., accord-
ing to a spokesman from Ihe Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers.

Robert Mcssano, better known as
Guitar Bob, is a professional per-
former of original songs for children
and families. He has performed itt
many preschools.eiememary sclxxils,
libraries and family concerts.

His music is meant lo create a world
of learning forchildren in Kindergar-
ten through third grades. In Ulue
Planet Revue, he will present con-
cepts such as endangered species,
environmental awareness and enjoy-
ing the great outdoors. Participation
is inviicd throughout the program.

Tickets for the revue are $3.50 a
person and will be sold at the door.
No children under age 4 will be ad-
mitted.

For information about discount
rates for groups of 25 or more or
aboutotherTrailsideprograms.please
call 789-3670.

SOMETHING FOR
EVERYONE THIS FALL
at the Union County Vocational-Technical Schools

FULL & PART TIME • DAY & EVENING PROGRAMS

126 Diversified Offerings

Daytime Tuition Courses for Young and Old (er) Plus

High School Students on a Shared-Time Basis

Job Placement Assistance & Financial A id

Evening Adult Education

EXPERIENCED FACULTY • FINE FACILITIES • UNLIMITED PARKING

DAY SESSION
Begins September 6

EVENING CLASSES
Begin September 18

THE FINEST VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL TRAINING AVAILABLE

For full details including resistration information, call

DAY SESSION EVENING ADULt EDUCATION

(908)889-2999 (908)889-2922

Attention Deficit Hypeructivity Dis-
order, mid neuropsychological itn-
pairmenlssuch as those suffered from
traumatic brain injuries, strokes and
seizure disorders. Individual and
group cognitive rehabilitation is also
provided.

The spokeswoman noted that psy-
chology services include behavior
modification, psychodiagnostic as-
sessment, child study team evalua-
tions and individual and group child
and family counseling. Other services
incl ude group and individual therapy
tor Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder, social skills and self-es-
teem.

"The addition of highly experi-
enced pediatric neuropsychologists
and pediatric psychologists enables
ihe hospital to provide abroaderscope
of services to meet the ever growing
needs of area families and schools,"
said Dr. Michael Dribbon. the Direc-
tor of Psychology and
.Ncuropsychology.

"With our expanded services, in-
cluding parenting education and sib-
ling support, we are now able to not
only treat the individual child but
provide comprehensive treatment for
the whole family," he explained.

For more information regardinglhe
hospital's neuropsychological ser-
vices, please call 233-3720, Exten-
sion No. 8449.

For more information regarding
other psychological services, please
call 233-3720, Extension No. 297.

W v don't iiiHlersluiitl I if** any
bettor at forty limit a) twtt ly,
IKII iv4' know it mid ailtiitl it.

—Julot iirruiril

Second Quarter Home Sales
Up 40 Per Cent in State

Existing single-family home sales
in the state increased 40 per cent lo
39,700 for the second quarter as com-
pared to the first quarter when sales
rose to 28,200, thus reaching their
highest ievel since one yearago when
43,000 homes were sold, the New
Jersey Association of Realtors re-
ported last week.

"All things considered, these num-
bers show New Jersey's home sales
market remains strong and is helping
tiie economy in the Garden Slate lo
keep pace with the nation," said Carl
DeMusz, the President of ihe asso-
ciation.

"When existing home sales are
brisk, other businesses such as land-
scapers, pool contractors, electricians
andhomecenleroutlets, forexample,
increase their business and the
economy is the benefactor," he staled.

"We knew all along it would be
difficult lo match 1994's exceptional
second quarter," added Mr. DeMusz,
a broker owner of DeMusz Real Es-
tate in Cape May.

"To hit 39,700 sales is exceptional
and we are very pleased with this
level," he said.

The association's Composite Hous-
ing Affordabiiity Index, which mea-
sures aft'ordabilily factors I'orall home
buyers, rose to 133.9 in the second
quarter, compared to 123.2 in Ihe first
quarter, a spokesman for the group
explained. The housing affordability
index was at its highest ievel since
the first quarter in 1994 when it stood
at 140.0.

Interest rates posted fit 7.85 per
cent for the second quarter, reached
their lowest level since first quarter
of 1994 when interest rales were 7.12
per cent. The affordability index for
second quarter of 1994 was 123.6,
the spokesman noted.

"When the Housing Affordability
Index measures 100, the housing
affordability index is based on cur-
rent median incomes, median hous-
ing prices and average mortgage in-
terest rates, a family earning the me-
dian income has exactly the amount
needed to purchase a median-priced
resale home using conventional fi-
nancing and a 20 per cent down pay-
ment. Since the median is the mid-
point, the index shows half Ihe fami-
lies in New Jersey had al leas) 133.9
per cent of the income needed to
qualify for a home purchase with the
median price of $146,500." he ex-
plained.

Median family incomes in New
Jersey stood al $54,500, a gain of
$425 over Ihe first quarterof $54,075
and $1,700 higher than 1994"s sec-
ond quarter, $52,800, it was noted.

"Using those guidelines, a New
Jersey family earning Ihe state's me-
dian income of $54,500 actually
earned $ 13,308 more than the amoo nt
required lo purchase a median priced
home of $146,500 with 20 per cent
down and a 30-year mortgage at 7.85
per cent," the spokesman said.

For the first half of the year, there
were 67,900 existing single-family
home sales in the state. In 1994, there
were 75,400 home sales; in 1993,
65,100, and 68,600 during the first
six months of 1992, the association
said.

The New Jersey Association of
Realtors is a non-profit organization
serving the professional needs of over
38,000 real estate agents in the stale.
The association and its 28 member
boards and associations of realtors,
are part of the National Association
of Realtors, reportedly the largest
trade association in the United States
with more than 750,000 members.

The group explained thai the sea-
sonally-adjusted annual rate for a
particular quarter represents what the
total number of actual sales forayear
would be if the relative resale pace
was maintained for the year's four
consecutive quarters.

Seasonally-adjusted annual rates
are used in reporting, quarterly data
to factor out seasonal variations in
resale activity, the group stated. For
example, home sales are normally
higher in the summer and relatively
light in winter, primarily because of
differences in weather and changing
demographic patterns, it was empha-
sized.

Albert Green's Works
Featured at Museum
The Morris Museum is currently

presenting a posthumous retrospec-
tive of the work of the late master
ceramist, Albert Green of Weslfield.

The exhibition, "Albert Green -
The Celebration of a Master Polter."
opened August 12 and will continue
through Sunday, October 8. A recep-
tion will be held on Sunday, Septem-
ber 17, from 2 to 5 p.m.

The museum is located at 6
Normandy Heights Road in
Morristown and is open every day.
The hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
Fridays and Saturdays; 10 a.m. to 8
p.m. on Thursdays, and 1 p.m. to 5
p.m. on Sundays.

Admission costs $4 for adults; $2
for children, students, seniors and
groups. Admission is free on Thurs-
days from 1 to 8 p.m.

For details, please call 1-201-538-
0454.

UNDER CONSTRUCTION-.* major restoration of Ibe Woman'* Club at
WesMefd's Clubhouse b currently underwty wJlh the exterior of Ihe borne
being refurbished I D keeping wlUi IU original architecture. Pictured arc work-
men putting the restored 22-foot Doric cotumni back into their places on the
front porch. The restoration project vraj funded In part by a grant from the
Westfleld Foundation. The bouse was bulll circa 1909 In the Colonial Revival
style oT architecture thai was popular in tbU section of Westflekl at the turn of
the century. On June 22, the Westflcld Historic Preservation Contmiofoa
awarded Ihe Woman's Club a ipeclai Preservation Commendation for Its
"continued and sensitive maintenance" of this home over Ihe years.

SINCE
1SB6

Your Home Care
Headquarters

• Vacuums
• Central Vacuum Systems
• Sewing Machines
• Outdoor Power Equipment
• Janitorial Supplies

EARDLfirFETERSEN
COMPANY

WE CARRY THE
FULL LINE

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

PtKBIOEIMTIAl. OF* COIVUVIBRCIAI-

UPRIGHT XL MODELS FROM

1776 BABITAN ROAD • SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07O76-2997

ALLERGY
SUFFERERS

ASKABOUT
CELOC HYPO
AILERGENIC
MODELSI

UPRIGHT PACKAGE
COMBINATIONS, TOO:

BEfi. Nfiffi
(398 $249

$388 $249

$458 $299
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First National Center for Genetic Testing
Of Embryos to Open at Saint Barnabas

NEW PkOCEIMJHE...Dr. Jacques Cohtn, lett, observes Dr. Santiago Munn* as
he rtnotre* a cell from a human embryo in preparation for (Is analysis with the
MW technique,prHmplurtatton^ncUcdiagnmtaor aneuploldy, at the institute
for Reproductive Medicine and Science of Saint Barnabas Medical Center in
I tvingstoo.

Fall Sessions Start
At Technical Schools

There is still room for more stu-
dents in the 126 full- and part-lime,
day and evening courses being of-
fered by the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical School in Scotch
Plains as it begins ils operational year,
according to a school spokesman.

The fall semester will get under-
way with the opening of the day ses-
sion on Wednesday, September 6.
The Division of Continuing
Education's evening classes wil I start
on Monday, September 18, with the
exception of Manicuring and Nails
Technology and Cosmetology which
will open on Wednesday, September

The day session provides skills
training in a wide variety of occupa-
tions, according to Patrick Mauro,
che Director ofAdmissions. TheAulo
Technology Program with its Auto-
motive Service Excellence certifica-
tion has been highly received as has
the Building Trades Cluster, he said.
The Culinary Arts and Baking Pro-
grams have won numerous honors
throughout the years.

Some of the other courses offered
are GraphicCommunicDtions, Horti-
culture, Masonry, Machine Technol-
ogy and Welding. A Supermarket-.
Institute and a Child Care and Devel-
opment Program are also available.

Two new offerings for the fall are

Music of the 1960's
At Echo Lake Park

On August 30
The Party Dolls will wrap up the

Union County Summer Arts Festival
in Echo Lake Park in Mountainside
on Wednesday, August 30, at 7:30
p in.

Public Service Electric and Gas
and the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders ore the sponsors of
this evening which not only features
music from the 1960's but choreog-
raphy and costumes of 196O's televi-
sion shows such as "Hullabaloo" and
Shindig."
The Party Dolls have performed in

nany venues since their formation in
1986. In 1988, they shared the bill
with The Beach Boys at President
George Bush's Inauguration party and
later that year were a featured act at
Nickelodeon's I Oth Anniversary
Party. They have also performed at
the Garden State Arts Center and at
the National Governors' Ball at
Princeton University.

The concert, which is presented
free-of-charge, will beginat7:30p.m.
Picnic dinners are encouraged and a
refreshment truck is availableon site.
Law n chairs or bl an kets are suggested.

Echo Lake Park is located off Route
No. 22 East on the Westficld/
Mountainside border. In case of rain,
the concert will move indoors to
Cranford High School at West End
Place. Rain information is available
after 2 p.m. on the day of the concert
by calling the Union County Divi-
sion of Parks and Recreation hotline
at 352-8410.

Classroom Decision
Set for Tuesday

TheWestfield Board of Education
will hold a public meeting at 8 p.m.
this Tuesday, August 22, in the Board
Meeting Room at 302 Elm Street to
hear recommendations from the Fa-
cilities and Finance Committees abut
building six elementary school class-
rooms on each side of the town.

The committees met over the sum-
mer to determine the number and
location of the classrooms and how
to fund the building program needed
to accommodate increased number*
of students in the town's six elemen-
tary schools, a district spokesman
said.

Tuesday's School Board meeting
will be open to the public.

Catholic Singles
Set Summer Dance

The Young Single Catholic Adults
Club, n non-profit organization, will
be sponsoring a Summer Dance on
Saturday, August 26, from 8 p.m. to
midnight at the Immaculate Heart of
Mary Roman Catholic Church, 1571
Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains.

Singles between the ages of 21 und
39 are welcome to attend. Admission
is $6 and includes snacks and bever-
ages.

Forfutther information, pleasecall
671-2549 or 541-5596.

Law Enforcement 'technology and
Twilight Culinary Arts. The former
uvili helpprepaie students fora career
in Criminal Justice and the latter is
for adults above high school age who
seek an education in the area of food
service.

Daytime classes are available to
tuition participants as well as high
school students who wish to attend
the school on a shared-time basis.
This method affords young men and
women the opportunity of learning a
trade in addition to earning a second-
ary school diploma.

According to Thomas E.
Highsmith, the Director of Adult
Education, two new offerings have
been added to the evening session,
bringing the overall tolal to 108. The
state-licensing courses are Nurses
Aide for Long-Term Health Facili-
ties for the Eldeily and Bartering for
the New Jersey Cosmetologist and
Hairslyling license,

Computer programs for beginners
and experienced users will again be
scheduled.

An Introduction to Computers,
Word Perfect and Windows, is being
offered as well as Lotus 1, 2, 3, and
Desk Top Publishing, Pagemakerand
yuark-Xpress.

Other courses include the Automo-
tive Service ExcellenceExamination
Preparation, Computer Assisted
Drafting, Air-Conditioning and Re-
frigeration, Power Engineering, Blue,
Black Red Seals, and Masonry. Of-
ferings being repeated are Manicur-
ing and Nails Tech noiogy, Cake Deco-
rating and Lockstnilhing I. In addi-
tion, a full range of vocational courses
is madeavailable lo trades personsor
interested area residents.

Day session registrations are being
held daily from 9a.m. to4 p.m. in the
Technical Building at the Scotch
Plains Campus at 1776 Rarilan Road.
This is also the site of the evening
scssionregistrationsto begin Wednes-
days, Thursday and Friday, Septem-
Iicr6,7,8andl3from I0a.m.to3:30
p.m. and in Baxel Hall beginning
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday,
September II, 12 and 13, from 6 to
H;I5 p.m.

The day session can be reached by
|ihone at 889-2999 and the evening
session at 889-2922 or 2914.

The Institute for Reproductive Medi-
ci ne and Science of Saint Barnabas Medi-
cal Center August 9 announced that iU
new in vitro fertilization laboratory —
which officially opened this month —
will wrve u the tint national referral
center to delect genetic abnormalltlet In
embryo* before they ait transferred to a
woman.

According to Dr. Jacques Cohen, one
of the worlds leading clinical embryolo-
gists who servesas Scientific Director of
the institute, the new referral program
will allowpractices throughout the United
States to send embryonic samples to the
medical center's laboratory for testing
before implantation, rather than wailing
for the second trimester of pregnancy and
relying on amniocenlesis.

The cells wi II be tested foraneuploidy,
a condition involving the presence of an
extra chromosome or the absence of a
chromosome, which may indicate ge-
netic disorders such as Down's syndrome.
Since an embryo can survive only for up
to four to six days after fertilization, the
institute will provide a diagnosis in less
than 24 hours.

Aneuploidy occurs in approximately
40percentof embryos in women over the
age of 40 and almost 20 per cent in
women 35 to 39 years old. It often leads
to abnormal growth of the embryo, pre-
venting it from i mptanting in the uterus or
aborting spontaneously before a full-
grown felus is formed.

Cells from embryos will be tested for
aneuploidy usingpreimplantationgenclic
diagnosis, a technique developed by Dr.
Santiago Muim£,theins(itule s Director
of Preimplaniation Genetics. In this pro-
cedure, a hole is made in (he outside shall
of the embryo, and one or two cells are
removed by gentle aspiration. While the
biopsied cells are being analyzed, the
embryo is kept in culture.

The analysis, which is usually obtained
on the same day of the biopsy, utilizes a
techniquecalled fluorescencein-situ hy-
bridization. This involves marking pieces
of DNA. the actual genetic material, called
probes, forthechromosomesX, Y, 18,13
and 21 with diffeient fluorescent colors.
Various color combinations allow scien-
tists to distinguish a normal cell from a
cell with aneuploidy, such as Down's
syndrome.

"In the past, one of the greatest disap-
pointments for embryologisls has been
their inability to assess the viability of a
patient's embryo," said Dr. Cohen. "An-
other frustration," he continued,"has been
the fact that abnormal embryos may look
locally normal at the day of embryo trans-
feree veral days foltowingegg retrieval."

Studies with more than 300 embryos
have shown that pretmplantation genetic
diagnosis of aneuploidy can identify nor-
maland abnormal embryos in9O per cent
of the cases. Only those embryos consid-
ered normal are replaced in the ulems. A
recent study conducted by Dr. Munni in
his previous position at The New York
Hospital-Cornell University Medical
College, which is reported in the August
Issue of Fertility and Sterility, confirmed
the high efficiency of fluorescence in-
situ hybridization in screening embryos
with aneuploidy thai can arrive lo term.

"By detecting and preventing the trans-
fer of abnormal embryos, we may be able
to increase a wornan'schancesof becom-
ing pregnant because ancuploid embryos
have very low survival rates," said Dr.
Munni.

In the future, prcimplantation genetic
diagnosis of aneuploidy may also have a
significant impact on ihe cost of in vitro
fertilization procedures, since only Ihe
normal embryos arc detected and trans-
ferred after diagnosis, there is an im-
provedchance of implantation in Ihe first
feitilizaiion cycle. This may eliminate
the need for a second cycle, causing a
reduction in associated costs.

The Folks At The
WESTFIELD DINER

And Restaurant
Extend Their Best Wishes

And Best Of Luck To
The Staff Of The Excellent Diner.

A Westfield Landmark,
"THE EXCELLENT DINER"
After Nearly A Half-Century

Of Service Reluctantly Closed
Its Doors Recently.

We Welcome All "Excellent"
Diner Customers To

THE WESTFIELD DINER
And Restaurant

309 North Avenue, East, Westfield
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTBD

233-5200-.^•Opcn 7 Days

"For exanjple, a woman who has 10
embryos — five normal and five abnor-
mal — will have five transferred and five
frozen, with a 20 per cent chance of
pregnancy among thoie embryos, [f the
tint cycle fails, • lecond cycle uiing
frozen embryo* It usually performed. But

utilizing diagnosis, the five abnormal
embryos will be delected, and only one
cycle using the normal embryos will be
necessary. Dr. Munnf explained.

Commenting on other potential clini-
cal Implications of the diagnostic tech-
nique. Dr. Richard T. Scott, Jr. Medical

Director or the institute, Mkt, "With thl*
technology, we will have greater control
of the number of embryo* transferred,
which ultl ntately rruy lead to a reduction
in multiple pregninclet."

The cuagnosif program I s am of many

Music Staff is Celebratin
Its Grand Re-Opening

{one block away)

Pink Floyd
Pulse

L$22.99 >

Music Staff/CD. Annex
233-1448 / 233-5111

"Please note - than
are some exception*

White stock
last*

Michael Jackson
H is to r y

102QuimbySt. (Formerly Bennetons)

We are pleased to announce that

ThePrudential (£p Degnan Boyle REALTORS

continues to grow.

We have merged with

The Prudential New Jersey Realty and
The Prudential Goodman Butler Realtors.

Our new name is

ThePrudential
New Jersey Realty

Degnan Boyle Division

Our new company will have
18 offices in Kssex, Union, Morris, Middlesex,

Hunterdon and Monmouth Counties.

A solid past...A rock solid future.
»>I.<iNAN BOYLE DIVISION OFFICES

Caldwcll
266 Bloomilrld Ave.

201-228-1000
Union/Elizabeth

540 North Ave.. Union
908-353-4200

Livingston Millburn/Short Hills
50 Ii. Mt. Pleasant Ave. 374 Millburn Ave., Millburn

201-992-6363
West Orange

405 Northfield Ave.
201-325-1500

201-467-3883
Westfield

153 Mountain Ave.
908-232-5664

OTHER SALES OFFICE LOCATIONS

Clinton
908-735-9700

Manalupan
908-536-1200
Morristown

201-538-5555

Holmdd
908-946-7800

Matawan
908-566-1881

Parsippany
201-263-8300

Howell
908-367-5200
Mtddlctown

908-671-3500
Rockaway

201-625-1250

Landing
201-770-0100

Millstone
908-446-4959

Sayreville
908-257-1881

CORPORATE OFFICES:

197 Si.itc Highway 18, Suite 100, East Brunswick, NJ 08816
908-846-7000

Independently Owned and Operated
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Mental Health in Early Grades
Should Be Taught in Schools

Task Force's Three-Year Effort Putting Dent
In Automobile Thefts in Area Communities

Three years ago, Essex County and Union
County Jaw enforcement officials came up with a
plan they believed would make a significant dent
in the rash of automobile thefts that started in the
1980s.

After Ihree years of existence, the Essex-Union
Task Force has arrested 1,049 individuals in con-
nection with stolen vehicles and confiscated stolen
cars with a total value of $ 10,279,000.

While the problem of stolen cars is more serious
in the cities such as Newark, residents in Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood are not immune to this
crime. Through the efforts of the task force and the
cooperation of the local police departments, all
three municipalities have witnessed significant
declines in the number of stolen automobiles in the
last year alone.

Westfield had 47 stolen cars reported in 1993 but
just 23 last year, a drop of almost 50 per cent.
Scotch Plains witnessed a 40 per cent drop in
automobile thefts from 80 in 1993 to 36 last year.

Fanwood saw the most significant drop, percent-
age wise, with a decline of 69 per cent from 48
thefts to 15.

By concentrating on back-alley parking lots in
urban neighborhoods, the task force has been able
to capture juveniles in stolen cars. Atotal of 42 per
cent of those individuals arrested by the task force
were under 18.

Law enforcement officials are wisely concen-
trating on juveniles by increasing education aware-
ness and police patrols around the parking lots and
neighborhoods.

We applaud the continued efforts of the task
force. Stolen cars are no longer just an inconve-
nience for their owners but a danger in society. The
increasing violent crimes associated with stolen
cars, such as carjackings and other street-level
crimes including armed robberies, caused police
and the Essex and Union County Prosecutor Of-
fices to come up with a new game plan.

Their efforts are obviously working.

S Aetten*

Let's Not Pop Open the Champagne
Over Recent County Crime Statistics

• The recent announcement of the drop
in crime in Union County is, of course,
.welcome news and a tribute to our law
enforcement personnel. But, lei1 s not pop
open the champagne just yet. The profile
on crime prepared by the iltte police
showi that we Indeed hive a long way to
go in making our itreeti lafer.
• To give tome perspective, the crime
rate Index for Union Couniyper 1,000
people dropped from 52to 50. That means
that in 1995, about 50 out of every thou-
sand Union County people will beacrime
victim,and sixout of every 1,000 will be
a victim of violent crime. Other numbers
of special interest arc two areas of crime
which actually saw an increase. Domes-
tic violence in Union County actually
lose from 4,839 incidents lo 5,254. Some
authorities attribute (herise lo the height-
ened awareness of this crime. Bias crime
also jumped from 59 to 81.

One of the more perplexing aspects of
the report was the startling rise in the
crime index in isolated municipalities. In
Summit,non-violentcrimerosefrom4l3
incidents to 632. In that community bur-
glary, larceny and motor vehicle thefts
rase significantly. Wcsificld also saw
jumps in burglaries and larceny. What
these numbers show is thatcrirne contin-
ues lobe a growing suburban concern and
not strictly the problem of our urban
areas. The access by major highways is
also an obvious reason for the jump in
suburban areas.

In analyzing our crime problem, we
must also understand that crime preven-
tion while essential, is also costly. The
County of Union, for example, had 793
police employee. That breakdown in-
cluded214inthcprosccutor'soffice. 167

in the sheriffs office and 412 county
police employee. These numbers point to
a need to continue to advocate efforts by
the County of Union lo work as closely as
possible with the 21 munici palitiei of the
county.

One Mpect of ourcri me problem which
needs greater focui li Juvenile juillce
The problem hit reached epidemic pro-
portion). Our stale has one of the highest
numbers of juvenile arrests for serious
violent crime in the nation. The state's
juvenile justice reform should be a major
topic of review by the county govern-
ment. Too often the current stale
administration's cuts have shifted the
burden from the Division of Youth and
Family Services to tne county and local
governments. Between the Slate Report
on Juvenile Justice and the Stale Police
Uniform Crime Report, there is one un-
mistakable conclusion. With a strong ju-
venile program, the juvenile offender of
today will be the felon and statistic of
tomorrow.

We need to develop a program of inter-
vention and education to stop these kids
from being lost early. The population of
those who have been jailed has skyrock-
eted. One editorial writer estimates that
the country's prison rate has tripled in 22
years.

No reasonable citizen can advocate
anything but a continued tough sentenc-
ing approach to the crime problems we
face. But we must also work lo be as
efficient as possible. The cost of crime
both in terms of justice and economics is
an effective spur for us to do a belter job.

Carol Cohen
Westfield

Why Didn't Westfield Council
Seek Bids on Recycling Contract?

We, at The First Occupational Cenler
of New Jersey, read with interest your
August 3 lead story on theWestfiddftve-
year recycling contract.

In the interest of accuracy. 1 wish to
make the following points:

• The First Occupational Cenler of
New Jersey, a not-for-profit community
rehabilitation program devoted to help-
ing disabled and disadvantaged members
of the community, currently provides re-
cycling services to 25 municipalities in
six counties withovcr 250,000 residences.

• In Union County, we service Sum-
mit and Scotch Plains for traditional re-
cycling and New Providence for grass
pick-up.

• Contrary IO the contentions made by
Advanced Recycling Technology Sys-
tems in your article, we provide both
collection and marketing of recyclable
ijiaterials.

• Our representatives have met with
the Westfield administration on numer-

Two Residents Named
To Rider Dean's List
Lance Kovac of WcstfieldI and Ri-

chard Delroio of Scotch Plains have
been named to the Dean's List fot the
Spring semester at Rider University
in Lawrenccville.

Lance is a political science major
while Richard is majoring in account-
ing.

Better is the enemy of the good.
— Voltaire

ous occasions over Ihc last year and were
encouraged to do so in anticipation of
submitting a proposal for recycling when
Wcstfield decided what action to lake
following the eventual termination of Ihc
Utility Authority's contract with Ad-
vanced Recycling due to allegations of
fraud by its parent company.

• On Friday, July 28. at 2:30 p.m.,
during a routine sales call, we were ad-
vised that if we warned to make a pro-
posal, it must be submitted the following
Monday morning. It was after the facl
since the decision was already made.

Is this what your article meant by say-
ing, "The Occupational Center had been
contacted?"

Wouldn't a competitive proposal be
advantageous to Westfield?

• WenoicthatWcstfieldCourtcllmnn
James Hely voted against the contract
because he wanted the town to obtain
competitive bids.

Why didn't Westfield, at the very least,
advertise a formal request fora proposal?

• Astolheslatcdcostsavingsoverthe
previous Advanced Recycling contract,
this is due to the increased value of recy-
clable materials. This has allowed The
First Occupational Cenler lo secure re-
cent contracts in Summit and Scotch
Plains nt an average annual household
cost of less than J17.40.

Why would Wcsificld agree to pay
$17.75 per household?

It is clear that we were not playing on
a level field.

Rocco J. Meola
President and

Chief Executive Officer
First Occupational Center

Reader Thanks Times
For Help in Relocating
Mailboxes in Township

Several months ago I had written to
The Times in regard to people parking
and leaving their cars parked blocking
the deposit mailboxes in front of the
ScotchPlains Post office and those people
wanting to deposit mail, especially from
4:30 to 5 p.m. when traffic is and was
excessi ve and thusly making mail depos-
iting at that lime a most dangerous situa-

'•u'on.
Well, with the backing of The Times,

tha Scotch Plaint Pott Office and the
Police Department §rc»tprogreuhn been
made and a hazardoui situation has now
been eliminated. The two mailboxes have
been moved inatoutherlydirectlon about
100 feet or more and placed on a good
solid cement-ba»e making it a pleature
now to get to the mailboxes at any time
ofday but especially between 4:30 and 5
p.m. which is when 1 usually do my
depositing.

It is really ironic thai now with the mail
deposit boxes moved to their new loca-
tion, there arc never any can parked in
front of the Post Office now believe it or
not. Thank all those who were respon-
sible for the relocation of the mailboxes
for their cooperation.

James F. Denny
Fanwood

Is One Man's Fact
Another's Philosophy?

It seems to me that Robert.P. Manduca
of Fanwood could have expressed his
criticism of school curriculum without
demeaning the creative writing of a par-
ticular 13-year-old child as "syrupy
sweet."

Further, his criticism is based upon the
assumption (hat that particular child's
submission reflects teaching of a "feel
good" philosophy. This ignores the fact it
was a creative writing assignment. An-
other student might well have postured
that a recipe for peace is a strong national
defense and eternal vigilance.

Is carrying a big stick a better route to
world peace than having "lofty goals"
and understandingone's neigh bors?This
has been the subject of debate for de-
cades. World leaders, philosophers and
statesmen will continue to disagree on
the best "recipe," How fortunate for Mr.
Manduca that he knows the facts. How
fortunate for the rest of us that he does not
yet dictate curriculum for our children.

Mr. Manduca suggests that educators
have betrayed the trust we have placed in
them to teach facts. I trust our educators
not to teach only facts, but to teach my
children to think for themselves and to
express themselves both verbally and in
writing. I expect my children to be able to
evaluate and question both the 'politi-
cally correcl" dogma Mr. Manduca criti-
cizes and the conservative rhetoric which
he attempts to advance.

Thomu M. Ruuo
Scotch PJalru

Scotch Plains Doesn't
Need a Foodtown!

Scotch Plains needs a Mayfair Super-
market/Foodto wn like I need a hole in my
head. Within a 10-minutc drive, I can
food shop in Fanwood, Westfield,
Garwood, Clark and Plainfield and last
but not least, the infamous Route No. 22
with Blue Star and BJ's lo name but a
few.

So why do we need to have a Foodtown
on my block?

Cynthia Newman
Scotch Plains

Hciiijs young in beautiful, but
being old is comfortuble.

I J K I I I

The tragic loss of two students last
week in the community of Westfield isof
monumental significance concerning the
needs of many more students. To lake
one's life reflects deep isolation, loneli-
ness «nd hopelessness. To varying de-
grees, many other youths live in a similar
state.

People wonder, "He had so much go-
ing for him, how could lhi>happen7'The
neediof» youth can M time* be hidden. No
nutter what the talent*, each individual
h u to work through iwuet appropriate
for their age. Difficulties encountered are
often hard for the student lo identify,
much less to express. To find a safe non-
threatening place to work things out is
difficult. To have one friend to talk com-
fortably with is important. It is valuable
to have an adult he can trust to talk about
frustrations.

The mother who tost her son pleaded to
students to "talk it out." Let's go a step

further and make it a priority lo teach
these young people how. From the early
yean, schools should make mental health,
like physical health, a significant part of
their education. For example, students
should focus on the practical application
of coping skills. Students should also role
play and actively discuss common needs.

In his eulogy, the Reverend Kevin
CUik, Pas torof the Bethel Baptist Church,
quoted Mm. Margaret Mead, "It Ukci a
whole village to raise a child." We need
to focus one to one, youth and adult. We
simply need to spend time with a niece,
nephew, younger brother, titter or neigh-
bor. Parents can't do it all. Being non-
judgmental is important. Avoid lectures
and simply listen. Enjoy their company.
By these small steps, we can empower
the youth of our community.

Joanmarie H. Kom
Registered Nurse

Westfield

No Effort Was Made to Return
Tax Overpayments to Citizens

As a former member of the Westfield
Town Council, I believe that each citizen
of Westfield is owed an explanation by
those responsible for taking tax overpay-
ments without so much as an effort to
return the money. The "town fathers"
should come clean and tell us what was
done, who suggested it and why it was
done.

Since Mayor GarlandC. "Bud"Boothe,
Jr. claims not lo have a "clear graspof the
situation," perhaps former Mayor Rich-
ard H. Bagger does. He seems lo have a
pretty clear graspof the principle of hold-
ing other people's tax money even if
there is an overpayment.

When Mayor Bagger became Assem-
blyman Bagger he introduced a bill that
amended Ihe law which protected
homeowners from banks which held their
tax money in escrow accounts more than
60 days, even if the bank knew it was
collecting loo much money.Today.thanks

to the Westfield Republican tradition of
holding other people's tax money, all the
ho meownersof New Jersey have the privi-
lege of having their bank hold extra lax
money collected in an escrow account for
a year rather than being required to return
it after 60 days.

Maybe I'm old fashioned, but I think
that we elect people to public office lo
represent us, not lo tell us as Mayor
Boothehasthat:"Pcopleshouldbeaware
of their own affairs" and "Why should the
burden be on the town?"

Perhaps some people think that these
elected officials are representing them; I
certainly don't. Each time you vote for
one of them you are condoning the ac-
tions they have taken. Think of that the
next time you vote.

Anthony M. LaPorla
Former Councilman

First Ward Weslfleld

POPCORN

Something to Talk About:
The Less Said the Better

By Michael Goldberger

On* Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Far -TruM Popcorns. Good- Four Popcorna. I

stint by Gena Rowlands.
Miss Bonnie Raitt's catchy title

tune updates the same small-town
mendacity that was so melodiously
satirized a decade or three ago in
Harper Valley P.T.A. Much of whal
Grace shockingly unearths symboli-
cally echoes those same sentiments
about the status quo of self-delusion.

Eventually experiencing a revela-
tion via the wisdom of her daughter's
crusade against dual-standard hypoc-
risy, Georgia hops on the women's
lib bandwagon. Mr. Duvall's Wyly
King ii hardly encouraged by the
insurrection in his previously undis-
puted kingdom. His usual array of
homespun expressions and gesticu-
lations enjoyably display his confu-
sion and dismay.

There are some funny moments;
unfortunately, inall likelihood you've
already see most of them in the tele-
vision commercials. Still, Mr.
Hallstrom permeates the screenplay
with a companionable aura, making
the effort more pleasurable than a
mere reading of the script might at
first suggest.

It appears that neither Miss Kliouri
norMr. Hallstromare willing to com-
mit lo the sort of severe tack it would
take to punctuate the potential trag-
edy of a broken marriage. It teases
and flirts with the issue, but only
rarely does Something to Talk About
explore the array of psychological
and emotional consequences thai may
lie ahead for not only the aggrieved,
but for the innocent bystanders as
well, specifically, the freckle-faced
daughter that both Grace and Eddie
affectionately refer lo as Doodlebug.

Truth is, you can't have a romantic
comedy and a serious family drama
within the same movie without the
benefit of a brilliant script. Such is
not provided here. As a result, the
personages of Grace and Eddie never
achieve three-dimensional life. They
primarily exist for the whimsical con-
venience of the motion picture's
slicker side, a familiar comedy of
southern manners. Big Daddy is
shook by the sudden arrogance and
questioning of his authority; Big
Momma is upset by the social conse-
quences of these life-shattering dis-
closures, and so forth.

The movie's dramatic shortcom-
ings lie more in its serious side and,
as a result, we're never quite sure just
how anxious we should feel for all
those concerned.

The audience is never satisfacto-
rily apprised of just how much or
how little the pair in question truly
mean to each other, and therefore
whether or not this is a marriage
worth saving. Should we care one
way or another? It becomes apparent

| ,
A Southern marriage on the rocks

without a twist, Something lo Talk
About sports some rather average
acting performances as paltry com-
pensation for a plot whose potential
is never fully exercised. Yet there are
smatterings of both wit and charm
peppered throughout the loquacious
script, primarily as they apply to the
genteel yet inherently hypocritical
style of life represented by writer,
Callie Khouri. ••

Unable to tupply the necessary
verve, director u u t e Hallstrom fails
to imbue hii name-brand players with
an existence beyond the printed page.
As the closing credits appear, view-
ers are not apt In speculate just what
becomes of Grace King Bichon and
her philanderer of a spouse, Eddie.

Dixie's answer to Yuppiedom, the
young duo and their 10-ycar-old
daughter live a ho-hum routine of
privileged splendor among the horsey
set until Grace gets wise to hubby's
womanizing ways.

Once again ringing a gong of alert
for her sister southern belles, the
comely Julia Roberts' Grace is only
moderately arresting as the woman
scorned. I confidently fear Hell hath
more fury than is depicted in her
portrayal; likewise, Dennis Quaid as
the cheating rat seems a mite pouty,
indecisive, and less electrically ap-
pealing than he has appeared in pre-
vious outings.

Having had their share of roles set
below the Mason-Dixon line, both
primary players do prove that they
know their way around the pretenses
befitting folk of their breeding and
station.

Miss Roberts, an actress of aver-
age acumen, puts in a very profes-
sional but marginal performance. In
all fairness, the limited scope of the
obvious stereotype offers her little
opportunity to excel. It will be inter-
esting to see how this beauty's career
progresses as she rolls into her post-
ingenue 30s, often the true test of
staying power for really determined
actresses. It's where Katharine
Hepburn, Bette Davis and Barbara
Stanwyck showed their mettle.

More disconcerting is the willy-
- nilly portrayal contributed by Dennis
Quaid, a heretofore superior actor
who was really on the come when he
first hit the silver screen. His south-
ern-accented performance with Ned
Beatty and Ellen Barkin in The Big
Easy, which may havesuggestedhim
for this part, was truly an inspired
stint of acting. Unfaithful Eddie is
not only short of sterling character,
but hardly a credible character of any
sort.

But doing the complete Faulkner
characterization with more than adash
of inspiration from Tennessee Will-
iams is Robert Duvall, as horse ranch
mogul Wyly King, the family patri-
arch who sees his son-in-law's infi-
delity not as an insult to his daughter,
but as a social inconvenience with
possible business repercussions.

Grace, aided and abetted by funny
Kyra Sedgwick as her spunky sister,
Emma Rae, sets about to righl Ihc
centuries of wrongs foisted upon
southern pulchritude. She manages
thistoken retribution by treating Eddie
harshly, and not with the kindness
and understanding curiously advised
by her long subservient mother, Geor-
gia, depicted in a pleasant enough
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Waiting for Suppliers
Would Impede Any Army

Impede — In order to untangle the
ancestry of the word "impede," which
is defined as "to obstruct the way of,"
it shall by necessary to remove all
"impediments" in search of its ori-
gin.

The source of "impede" is the Latin
word "impedire," meaning "to en-
tangle;" literally "to put the feet in
shackles." Shackles or leg irons were
used by ancient Roman authorities to
prevent felons from escaping. Leg
irons are, indeed, a very effective
"impediment" against escape and are
used to this very day.

"Impediment" is an old Latin de-
rivative of "impede" thai has traveled
through the centuries unchanged, and
is currently defined as "something
that hinders progress."

Originally, however, "impedi-
menta" referred lo "suppliers that
accompanied a Roman army," and it
is easy to imagine that waiting for the
"impedimenta" would "impede" ihe
progress of any army.

In Vitro Laboratory
Opens at Hospital

COMMUES moK r*ac i

components of the institute's in vitro
fertilization services, which include a
donor egg program, cryoprcscrvation,
assisted fertilization such as
intracytoplasmic sperm injection and as-
sisled hatching. The institute — a divi-
sion of the Department of Obstetrics and
Gynecology — also treats many other
reproductive disorders including
endomctriosis, hirsutism, uterine malfor-
mation, ovulatory dysfunction, sexual
differentiation disorders and premature
menopause.

Saint Barnabas Medical Ccntcris New
Jersey's oldest and largest acute-care
hospital, offering the largest obstetrical
and pediatric services in Northern New
Jersey. The medical center is one of ten
affiliates of Ihe Saitu Barnabas Health
Care System, including Union Hospital
in Union, four nursing homes, a multi-
care health center and a family hcallti
center.

Fall Norwegian Course
Offered at Union County

A non-credit course in Norwegian
will be offered during ihc fall semes-
ter through Union County College's
Department of Continuing Education
and Community Services inCranfotd
with two, parts being introduced so
that beginning and intermediate stu-
dents will be able to study at their
own level of Norwegian proficiency,

Professor Helene Roholt-Moen of
Weslfield, a modern languages fac-
ulty member since 196S, will teach
"Norwegian I" and "Norwegian II"
for the second time, based on a large
tumoul of persons who took the course
during the spring semester.

In addition to providing instruc-
tion in sneaking, reading and writing
skills, students will also learn about
the culture and civilization of Nor-
way, which is Professor Koltolt-
Moen's native country.

"Norwegian 1" will be held from 7
lo 9:30 p.m. on Fridays, September 2,
through October 27, followed by
"Norwegian II," lo be held at the
same time on Fridays, November 3
through December 15. Both courses
will be held at the Cranford Campus.

Those interested in further infor-
malion should call Professor Roholt-
Moen at 709-7574 or the Department
of continuing Education and Com-
munity Services at 709-7600.

Megan Robertson
Completes Training

Navy Midshipman Megan E.
Robertson, a 1992 graduate of Union
Catholic Regional High School of
Scotch Plains, recently took part in
summer training at sea.

Midshipman Robertson, a student
at Villanova University, Votlanova,
Pennsylvania, served abonrd the air-
craft carrier Theodore Roosevelt,
liomcponed in Norfolk, Virginia.

During her four-to-six week sum-
mer training cruise, she received
hands-on training in shiphandling.
navigation, seamanship, communi-
cations, weapons systems and ship's
damage control and firefighling, a
Navy spokesman said.

thai, intentional or not, their marital
woes are a mere foil foranothcr foray
into the world of southern mores and
folkways.

Some mildly interesting equestrian
events as well as related talk of how
the well-to-do do their horse trading
mpartaddtodircctorMr. HallstHnn's
seriocomic slice of southern discom-
fort. Pity is. Something to Talk About
has nothing really novel to say.
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