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Cranford School District
Settles ACLU Lawsuit

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation approved a settlement
agreement between the Cranford
Public School District and the
American Civil Liberties Union of
New Jersey (ACLU-NJ) at the
board’s open work session meet-
ing on Monday night.

The lawsuit, filed in July by the
ACLU, claimed the Cranford
School District, along with 11
other school districts, unconsti-
tutionally discriminated against
immigrants and their children by
requiring families to show state-
issued identification to enroll in
school.

Once the board approved the
settlement, Superintendent of
Schools Scott Rubin, Ed.D., read
a statement on behalf of the
Cranford School District.

“On July 28, 2018, the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union filed a
complaint against the Cranford
Board of Education asserting that
the district website with respect
to new student registration is
incompatible to current status of
the law. While the district’s new
student registration require-
ments and packets as well as
procedures and practices fol-
lowed the guidelines as set forth
by the law, information on the
website needed greater clarity,”
Mr. Rubin said.

“Subsequently, the district up-
dated the information on the dis-
trict website, and as a result, the
parties will enter into an agree-
ment dismissing the complaint
and the district will continue to
ensure that all registration infor-
mation is compatible with the
current status of the law and the
information on the district website
will clearly represent district policy
and procedure. As a result of this
agreement, this matter has been
resolved amicably,” he said.

The district had a successful
start to the school year, with
school opening for students Sep-
tember 6.

“We always love the promise of
a new school year and all that it
brings,” Mr. Rubin told the board.

He reminded board members
about the annual safety meet-
ing, which is scheduled at
Cranford High School on Thurs-
day, September 27, at 6:30 p.m.

The new strategic plan is being
implemented, and Mr. Rubin as-
sured the board there would be
progress updates at board meet-
ings and for the community.

In other board business, the
board approved the appointment
of Marcello Monte, a special-edu-
cation teacher, and Kimberly
Schmidt, a part-time physical
education teacher. The appoint-
ment for leave replacement
school psychologist Meredith
Miller was rescinded by the board.

A request on the part of the
Daughters of the American Revo-
lution (DAR) to recognize Sep-
tember 17, 2018 as Citizenship
Day and the week of September
17 to 23 as Constitution Week
was approved by the board.

The next board meeting is
scheduled for Monday, Septem-
ber 24.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The zoning board
of adjustment on Monday unani-
mously approved Destiny Living
Ministries to operate a house of
worship at 570 South Avenue
East – Building A.

Destiny Living Ministries’ Rev-
erend Brian Taylor stated that
the church has 20 to 30 parishio-
ners with an open-door policy to
interested individuals. Destiny
Living is described as a “Chris-
tian fellowship” or “a family-ori-
ented ministry” delivering a
“comfortable atmosphere” where
“casual attire” is welcomed,
stated Reverend Taylor.

 The applicant was seeking
rental space at 570 South Av-
enue East in the Cranford Busi-

ness Park, stated Destiny Living
Ministries attorney Thomas E.
Dooley Jr. The structure is an
existing two-story office building
comprising 70,000 square feet
with 385 off-street parking
spaces, stated Mr. Dooley.

Because houses of worship or
religious institutions are not al-
lowed per town ordinance in C-2
zones, the applicant needed ap-
proval from the board of adjust-
ment, Mr. Dooley said. The ap-
plicant did not propose any alter-
ations to the existing structure
nor was Destiny Living asking for
additional parking spaces, stated
Mr. Dooley.

Cranford parking regulations re-
quire houses of worship to sup-
ply one parking space per three
seats or one parking space per
72 inches of pew length, stated
Mr. Dooley. The applicant has
proposed 10 pews totaling 1,152
inches of pew length, stated Mr.

Dooley. The proposed pews would
require 16 parking spaces to be
provided, he said.

The church’s office section re-
quires four parking spaces be
provided as per Cranford parking
regulations, stated Mr. Dooley.
The parking spaces required is
20 spaces. The previous renter
or office use required 20 spaces
as well, stated Mr. Dooley.

He said legal precedence sug-
gests houses of worship have
been ruled upon in New Jersey
courts as always “being benefi-
cial to the community.”

Zoning board member Jeffrey
Pistol said the applicant will ben-
efit the community and no devel-
opment is needed that would
negatively impact the municipal-
ity or zoning code.

Zoning board member David
Salomon said the applicant oc-
cupying space in an industrial

Cranford Zoning Board of Adj. Okays
House Of Worship on South Avenue

Garwood Candidates Slated
To Appear at Two Forums

GARWOOD – For the seventh
consecutive year, candidates
seeking office in Garwood will
discuss the issues facing the bor-
ough at forums sponsored by
residents of The Pointe, the con-
dominium complex between
Maple and Chestnut Streets.

Candidates for borough coun-
cil will square off on Thursday,
October 18, while mayoral hope-
fuls will appear a week later, on
Thursday, October 25. Both ses-
sions will start at 7:30 p.m. in
the clubhouse at The Pointe.

All Garwood voters have been
invited to attend the forums and
have been asked to submit ques-
tions that may be asked of the
candidates. Questions may be

sent to PointeForum@gmail.com.
“Every year since 2012, Pointe

residents have planned, orga-
nized and underwritten these
meetings,” said Christine Spear,
president of the condominium
complex’s board. “We believe
the forums are an important
public service because there is
no other opportunity for
Garwood voters to see the can-
didates in action.”

Light refreshments will be
served after the formal discus-
sions. Parking is available in the
large lot behind the commercial
buildings on North Avenue be-
tween Maple and Chestnut
Streets. A stairway leads from
the lot to the clubhouse.

Pool-Fitness Center
Holding Registration
CRANFORD — The Cranford Pool

and Fitness Center has an-
nounced that registration for its
2018-2019 Winter/Conversion
Memberships is ongoing at the
Centennial Avenue Complex.
Registration for both Cranford
residents and non-residents is
done in person.

Registration and picture identi-
fication hours are as follow: Mon-
day and Wednesday, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday, 9
a.m. to 8:30 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m., and Saturday, 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m.

Summer members must regis-
ter before Wednesday, October
31, to receive the discounted fee
when converting summer to an-
nual membership. The winter
season begins on Monday, Sep-
tember 24.

For more information, visit
cranfordnj.org or call the Swim
Pool Utility at (908) 709-7260.
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