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CRANFORD — Traffic in and out
of 750 Walnut Avenue, a parcel
owned by Hartz Mountain Indus-
tries, LLC, is projected to see
447 vehicles coming in and out of
the property during the peak
morning hour of 7:30 to 8:30
a.m., said Hartz’s traffic engi-
neer, Karl Pehnke of Langan En-
gineering, at last Wednesday’s
planning board meeting.

The Hartz application is sched-
uled to continue on Wednesday,
October 17. The planning board
bumped Hartz from the October
3 meeting, due to a conflict with
another application to be heard
that night.

Mr. Pehnke said the amount of
traffic would be similar to what
has occurred on the site during
its commercial use, but that the
traffic patterns would be re-
versed. In a residential setting,
vehicles would leave in the morn-
ing and return in the evening,
and the traffic directions would
be reversed, a point Mayor Tho-
mas H. Hannen, Jr. had concerns
with given an elementary school
is located north of the site.

Mayor Hannen asked about how
the change in vehicular patterns
would impact traffic in the vicin-
ity of the nearby Walnut Avenue
School.

The Langan traffic study showed
more traffic flow (with a residen-
tial use) towards the north on
Walnut Avenue, which would
mean vehicles would be driving
towards the school into the down-
town, Mr. Pehnke said.

Adding a shuttle to and from
the train station in the downtown
could reduce the traffic further,
Mr. Pehnke said.

“It’s not going to help with the
kids in the school,” Mayor Hannen
said.

The plan also calls for the addi-

tion of another driveway, and
moving the location of the drive-
ways. The proposed driveways
are placed to intersect with
Mitchell Place, Behnert Place and
Lexington Avenue, according to
the architectural drawing.

A traffic light also was proposed
to be added on Walnut Avenue,
possibly at the intersection of Lex-
ington Avenue, Mr. Pehnke said.

Mr. Pehnke also compared traf-
fic impacts of different uses. He
said an industrial use would gen-
erate 150 to 250 truck trips
throughout the day; an office
use is a mid-range generator,
and a medical use would typi-
cally operate six days a week,
with more activity throughout
the day, calling it a more inten-
sive use than zoning permits.

Hartz also presented testimony
from an industrial real estate
market expert, William Sitar of
Sitar Realty Co.

The current vacant buildings on
the site, Mr. Sitar said, are not
suitable for industrial use. “Today’s
industrial users are looking for high
ceilings, good loading, cross load-
ing. These buildings were designed
for manufacturing. The ceilings are
low. The depth on some of these
buildings is too deep for today’s
current industrial users because
you have to go too far for the
product...,” Mr. Sitar said.

The lower ceiling height at the
current buildings on the site is
not marketable, he said. Today’s
market, he said, wants 32- to
40-foot-high ceilings.

ShopRite of Garwood
To Hold Fundraiser

GARWOOD — Today at 11 a.m.
at ShopRite of Garwood, an event
will be held to help raise money
for Partners in Caring, ShopRite’s
annual fundraiser for local chari-
ties. Local dignitaries will be bag-
ging customers’ groceries and
aiding in bringing groceries to
cars while asking for donations.
Featured local dignitaries who
will be attending, are: Charles
Lombardo, Mayor of Garwood,
and members of the Garwood
Police Department, Westfield Fire
Department, Westfield Rescue
Squad and Westfield Police De-
partment, as well as Bob Sumas,
owner of ShopRite Village Super
Market stores (Village is a mem-
ber of the Wakefern co-op of
ShopRite stores).

Garwood Board of Education to Host
Public Forum Meetings on Strategic Plan

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — The board of edu-
cation approved, on Tuesday
night, 2018-2019 district goals
including a strategic plan imple-
mentation beginning in the fall of
2019, an I-Steam program ex-
pansion, and a new phonics pro-
gram for struggling readers in
kindergarten through third grade.

The Garwood School District
will host public forum meetings
throughout the next three
months. These meetings are pur-
posed for resident input on a
“strategic planning initiative,”
creating a shared vision for the
district’s future, stated Superin-
tendent Teresa Quigley, Ed.D.

The meetings will be held in the
Lincoln School cafeteria, com-
mencing at 7 p.m., on Monday,
September 24, Tuesday, Octo-
ber 9, and Thursday, November
15.

“We will be discussing the
district’s strengths, the chal-

lenges we face, and ways in which
we can tackle those challenges,”
the superintendent said.

“We want parents and residents
to share their thoughts, ideas,
and hopes so that we can effec-
tively plan for the future of our
students,” she said.

Superintendent Quigley said the
district has new goals set for the
2018-2019 year, with the hope
that many, if not all, will be
achieved. Throughout the year it
is common for meetings to be
held to see how the district’s
action plan to achieve such goals
is working and to address any
shortcomings, she stated.

Board of Education candidate
Maureen Scepkowski said she ap-
preciates that this year’s goals
are far reaching to all students
and not particular to any ages or
groups. Ms. Scepkowski stated
that she believes the goals are
not just philosophical, but realis-
tically attainable, which she finds
exciting.

Four board of education candi-
dates who are not incumbents
but will run in the November
election were present at
Tuesday’s meeting. They include
Ms. Scepkowski, planning board
member Denise Ridente, Ralph
Trentacosta and Joseph Miceli.

The terms of present board
members Mary Ann Kjetsaa,
Amanda Langston and Tracey
Roland will expire this year, and
the candidates will be up for re-
election.

Mr. Trentacosta said he wanted
to know what the district is doing
to prepare for an influx of 50 to
70 new school-age children from
the commencing developments
along South Avenue and the Pa-
perboard site.

Board member Susan Groning
stated that the speculative num-
ber was projected at 18 to 26
students as per the reports the

board of education received. Mr.
Trentacosta said the number
probably only factored in the
Russo I and Russo II projects,
but not school-aged resident chil-
dren from the Paperboard devel-
opment.

Superintendent Quigley said the
development’s construction end
dates are years out, and no “pre-
cautionary or strategic measures”
have been decided upon. She
said the 50 to 70 number was
derived to make sure the projec-
tion was at all feasible compared
to the previous report.

The superintendent stated that
she will then begin speaking with
her staff members, assuring the
educational process will not be
hindered by classroom crowding
and that available seats can be
provided.

No rental agreements have
been decided upon, possible ten-
ants have not solicited the devel-
opment sites, nor has construc-
tion begun except for the demo-
lition process at the sites.

Mr. Trentacosta said he knows
his concerns are forward look-
ing; however, the district should
be proactive and not reactive to
classroom crowding.

The Garwood Alliance will spon-
sor a peer-leadership develop-
ment day filled with team-build-
ing activities for all Lincoln School
eighth graders on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 2.

On Friday, October 5, the
fourth-grade students will go on
a field trip to the Sterling Mining
Museum in Ogdensburg, N.J. Also
on October 5, the kindergarten
students will go on a field trip to
Von Thun’s Farm in Monmouth
Junction, N.J.

The board approved four sub-
stitute teachers, including Sarah
Palmer, Ryan Brinkerhoff,
Danielle Libutti and Deborah
Valencia.

Cranford Library Bd.
To Meet September 25
CRANFORD — The date of the

next meeting of the Cranford
Public Library Board of Trustees
has been changed from Thurs-
day, September 27, to Tuesday,
September 25, at 7 p.m.

Traffic Impact Testimony
Heard for Hartz’s 905 Apts.


