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l'ennemi du journaliste

IOSSO, INFANTE, MARKASE TAKE 1-2-3 IN ALL-AROUND, AZZARETTO 2ND ON UNEVEN BARS

Cougars Top Blue Devils; Set CHS Record in Gymnastics
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fantastic performances across
the board from, especially, a very
experienced senior squad cata-
pulted the Cranford High School
gymnastics team to an impres-
sive 110-375-102.875 victory
over the visiting Westfield Blue
Devils on September 12. Not only
was it an impressive early-sea-
son victory but the team total
also established a new Cranford
High School record for the Cou-
gars, who have been ranked fifth
in The Star-Ledger preseason

polls.
The Cougars swept 1-2-3 in

three of the four events and swept
1-2-3 in the all-around. Senior
co-captain Bee Iosso won three
events and took second on the
fourth to take top honors with an
all-around score of 37.425. Se-
nior Erin Infante, who won the
floor exercise with a 9.55, took
second all-around at 36.5 and
senior Gabby Markase took third
all-around at 35.275. Senior
Maddy Larrabee was fifth all-
around at 33.975. Senior
Catherine Blowe added additional

impetus competing in three
events and placing second in one
of them and third in the other
two.

“We had a 110.375 which is a
new school record. We have nine
returning girls, six of which are
seniors that have seen competi-
tion. Catherine Blowe got into
the lineup on floor. She only did
beam and bars last year because
she had a knee injury. The girls
came back strong, in shape and
ready to work,” Cougar Head
Coach Michele Charney-Hulse
said.

Two Blue Devils competed in all
four events with sophomore Allie
Fernandez recording a 34.0 total
and Ali Bachman recording a 31.2.
Kaela Azzaretto competed in

three events, recording an 8.4
on the balance beam and a 9.1
on the floor exercise and placing
second on the uneven bars with
a 9.075 after hitting her toe-
front dismount.

For the Blue Devils on vault,
Fernandez recorded an 8.9, fol-
lowed by Erin Petrie at 8.75,
Bachman at 8.7, Amanda Lee at
8.65 and Ashley Amman at 8.45.
Lee scored an 8.2 on bars fol-
lowed by Julia Singer at 8.0,
Fernandez at 7.9 and Bachman
at 7.75. On beam, Bella Cana
scored an 8.35, followed by
Fernandez at 7.9, Petrie at 6.9
and Bachman at 6.55. Fernandez
scored a strong 9.15 on floor,
with Amman at 8.35, Petrie at
8.2 and Bachman at 7.9.

“This is our first meet, so we
have to get our first-meet jitters
out of the way but we did good.

We have a new gymnast, Allison
Fernandez, who is a sophomore.
She was an all-around competi-
tor today and Kaela Azzaretto
was also a competitor and they
looked good. There are a couple
of things that we need to work on
and now we know moving for-
ward what events we need to
focus on a little bit more. We
need to break down the routines
and solidify them. Practice, prac-
tice, practice,” Blue Devil Coach
Amanda Diaz emphasized.

The results of the first event of
the afternoon, the vault, gave a
strong indication of how talented
the Cougars really were. Show-
casing their styles of Tsukahara
dismounts Iosso won the event
with a 9.3, followed by Infante at
9.15 and Markase at 9.1. Senior
Kerry Pollock recorded a state
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