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NEW PRICE!

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CRANFORD’S DRAMATIC NIGHT…A raucous cheering section of nominees for various Perry awards and their
supporters gather before the Sunday night ceremony begins. The Wild Party, Cranford Dramatic Club’s musical production,
was the most nominated production of the night, being nominated for 13 awards.

Perry Awards Spotlight CDC and
Westfield Community Players

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY -- The television Emmy
nominees and winners may have had
their awards ceremony this past Mon-
day night, but the night before that,
area actors had their own moment to
bask in the spotlight at the New Jer-
sey Association of Community The-
atre (NJACT) awards, named the
Perry Awards, presented at Union
County Performing Arts Center
(UCPAC) in Rahway. Area theater
cast members and crew were recog-
nized for their work on stage and
behind the footlights.

The Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC)
was named the “Community Theater
of the Year” from the entire state of
New Jersey. CDC was honored for its
100 years of productions. Accepting
the special Perry Award for the theater
was Joe Leo, the president of CDC,
who recalled the growth of the pro-

grams to the community through the
years. “I can’t wait to hang this (plaque)
in the lobby,” Mr. Leo said, while
having his picture taken with the plaque
during intermission.

Westfield resident Lisa Black was
nominated in the category of Out-
standing Featured Actress in a Play
for her performance as Martha in
Arsenic and Old Lace at the Lord
Sterling Theater Company in Bask-
ing Ridge. This isn’t her first nomina-
tion. Last year, she and her colleagues
were nominated for their original play.
The actress and playwright said that
she was excited for the Lord Sterling
Theater Company of Basking Ridge
being recognized. “They do beautiful
productions there and this is their first
nomination. I give credit to my fellow
cast members, especially Sharon
McGuire, also from Westfield. She
and I had such fun playing sisters in
Arsenic together.”

Both Westfield Community Play-
ers (WCP) and the CDC can boast of
nominations and wins in numerous
categories for 2017-18 productions.

For its production of Mr. Roberts,
WCP’s nominations included the fol-
lowing individuals: Ed Whitman was
nominated for Outstanding Lighting
Design in a Play and Ed Bontempo,
who was a double nominee, one for
Outstanding Featured Actor in a Play
and a win in the category of Outstand-
ing Costume Design in a Play. In Mr.
Bontmepo’s absence, Steve
Lemenille, the president of the WCP
and a Perry Hall of Fame Inductee
last year, accepted the Perry trophy
on Mr. Bontempo’s behalf.

CDC’s nominations’ list was the
most numerous of the night. It re-
ceived individual nods, as well as a
nomination for best musical produc-
tion. Geovanna Ayala was one of the
youngest nominees for her perfor

FestiFall This Sunday
In Downtown Westfield

WESTFIELD — The Greater
Westfield Chamber of Commerce
(GWACC) is celebrating the 29th year
of FestiFall, this Sunday, September
23, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., rain or
shine. Over 230 local businesses and
guest vendor booths will line the
streets of the center of Westfield and
offer diversions and good food, as
well as some bargains and great op-
portunities to discover what is great
about Westfield. About 60 GWACC
members will be participating.

Gene Jannotti, GWACC chief ex-
ecutive officer, stated that, “FestiFall
is a great time for everyone to come
out and enjoy the fall weather, browse
the vendor booths, visit our new the
Kid’s Zone that will be now located at
the North Avenue train station park-
ing lot and our new Artist Alley sec-
tion on Prospect Street where fine
artists will be displaying their works.

There will also be great entertain-
ment on the main stage. This year, the
High Strung Band, performing the
best of classic rock and rockin’ coun-
try music, will be performing at 3
p.m. followed by the headliner, Hoi
Polloi, at 4:15 p.m. Since 1991,
Jersey’s Own Hoi Polloi has per-
formed in hundreds of venues in the
New York area...and even as far away
as Boston, Dallas and Key West. We
look forward to the thousands of visi-
tors who will be there on Sunday.”

The following streets will be closed
to vehicular traffic on Sunday morn-
ing starting at 6 a.m.: East Broad
Street from North Avenue to Central
Avenue, Quimby Street, Elm Street
from North Avenue to the municipal
parking lot, and Prospect Street from
North Avenue to the Savannah. Park-
ing is prohibited on the streets in the
FestiFall area all day Sunday.

Downtown businesses in the area
should advise employees to park in
the South Avenue train station lot for
the day. Downtown residents are re-
minded to park in municipal lots and
on all the side streets, out of the
FestiFall area. Pets, skateboarding
and roller blading are prohibited in
the FestiFall area. This rule is for the
safety of attendees of all ages, and
also for the safety of the animals.
FestiFall attendees are encouraged to
park in the South Avenue train station
parking lot. This will provide the clos-
est parking to the activity area, with
easy access to North Avenue through
the convenient underpass at the
Westfield Train Station.

For further information, contact the
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce, (908) 233-3021, or visit
www.springflingwestfield.com.

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMMUNITY SPIRIT...The unseasonably warm weather drew large crowds to
downtown Westfield on Sunday for the annual FestiFall street fair. (Sept 24, 2017)

mance in CDC’s production of A
Christmas Carol for Outstanding
Youth Actress in a Musical.

Early in the night, Nicole Boscarino
won for The Outstanding Supporting
Actress in a Musical category for her
performance in The Wild Party. For
that musical, the following nomina-
tions and/or wins were part of the list
of honorees: Jeff McCrum won for
Outstanding Lighting of a Musical,
Michael Ferentinos won for Outstand-
ing Sound Design of a Musical,
Katherine Brown was nominated for
Outstanding Featured Actress in a
Musical, Elizabeth Howard was nomi-
nated for Outstanding Costume De-
sign in a Musical, Joe Leo won for
Outstanding Properties in a Musical,
Phil Solomon won for Outstanding
Supporting Actor in a Musical, Shane
Long was nominated for Outstanding
Lead Actor in a Musical, and Raven
Dunbar was nominated for Outstand-
ing Choreography in a Musical. In the
category of Outstanding Featured
Actor in a Musical, Andrew Santiago
was a nominee.

Some suspense was added at the
end of the night with a tie for the Perry
Award for Outstanding Lead Actress
in a Musical. The first winner was
called (Lauren Ann Palmeri from the
production of The Bridges of Madison
County produced by Old Library The-
atre) and the CDC’s cheering section,
which numbered almost two dozen,
held its collective breath. They erupted
in hoots and hollers when actress Col-
leen Renee’s name was called for her
starring role in The Wild Party.

Musical director of The Wild Party,
Jack Bender, was among the nomi-
nees for Outstanding Music Direc-
tion. Director Sean Eugene Lough
and Producer Joe Leo, of the same
show, were nominated for Outstand-
ing Production of a Musical. Because
The Wild Party was in the overall best
musical category, the cast, as well as
those from the other six nominated
productions were asked to perform a
medley of songs from each show.

For CDC’s production of Once
Upon a Mattress, Susie Speidel was
nominated for Outstanding Support-
ing Actress in a Musical and her fel-
low actor in that show, Christopher
Harrison Parkhurst Abbott earned a
nomination for Outstanding Featured
Actor in a Musical.

Eight veteran members of the the-
ater community were inducted into
the 2018 Hall of Fame including
CDC’s Megan Lahiff Ferentinos.

The entertaining and script-writer
host of the night, President of NJACT
Patrick Starega, told the audience of
theater lovers, “This is a night to
recognize the best of the best.” And
with the impressive musical numbers
from the top seven productions in the
state, his words rang true.

Photo by Susan M. Dougherty
Perry Award Nominee Lisa Black, a
Westfield resident.


