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Discussion Group Open
To Singles 55-Plus

WESTFIELD — Single people age
55-plus are invited to meet for lively
discussion on a myriad of topics on
Sundays, October 7, 14, 21 and 28,
from 9 to 10 a.m., on the lower level of
the First Baptist Church of Westfield.

This nondenominational group en-
joys a continental breakfast followed
by engaging conversation every Sun-
day. A $2 donation is requested. The
First Baptist Church is located at 170
Elm Street. For more information,
call (908) 686-0563.

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful Flower of

Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

M.K.

Jack Browning and Alyssa Donovan-Browning

Ms. Alyssa Joy Donovan Weds
Jackson Wayne Browning

Ms. Alyssa Donovan, the daugh-
ter of Harold and Lesia Donovan
of Clark, N.J., was married on Sat-
urday, June 2, to Jack Browning,
the son of James and Robin Brown-
ing of Westfield, N.J.

The afternoon ceremony took
place at  Colony Studios in
Greenpoint ,  Brooklyn,  with
Alyssa’s childhood friend, Dan
Nguyen, officiating.

Alyssa’s father walked her down
the aisle to an acoustic version of
“Always” by Erasure. The bride
wore an off-the-shoulder, custom
designed white Tina Tandon high-
low gown featuring black lace ac-
cents, and wore a crown of sunflow-
ers to honor her Ukrainian heritage.
She carried a bouquet of yellow
roses and sunflowers. She changed
into a black floral embroidered
Pronovias dress for the reception.

Deanna Kazalski was matron of
honor for her sister. College room-
mate, Kenda Svoboda, was maid of
honor. High school friend Michael
Kurtz was man of honor, while Leena
Meola and Quinn Curtis, friends of
the couple, were bridesmaids.

Russ Browning, brother of the
groom, was best man. Serving as
groomsmen were Charles Cary,
Nick Dougert and Ross Kettleson,
friends of the groom.

Leena Meola read a self-composed

poem entitled “The Blue Door.”
The parents of the groom hosted

a rehearsal dinner the evening be-
fore the wedding at Le Fond in
Greenpoint, Brooklyn.

Immediately following the post
wedding brunch at Threes Brew-
ing in Greenpoint, the couple em-
barked on an extended honeymoon
beginning in Paris, circling the east-
ern section of France, and ending
in Barcelona. The couple resides
in Greenpoint with their rescue cat,
Harley John.

Library Events to Showcase
Music, Fitness and Author

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present three
programs in September, concerning
the music of Harry Warren, Cardio-
vascular/Toning Exercises, and the
local author of “Rough Animals.”
The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street.

On Monday, September 24, at 7
p.m., vocalist Diane Cypkin, Ph.D.,
will present the music and tell the
story of Harry Warren. Unlike any
other composer, Warren had nearly
two dozen number-one hits, includ-
ing “Forty-Second Street,” “Chatta-
nooga Choo Choo” and “The More I
See You.”

Ms. Cypkin is a professor in the
Media, Communications and Visual
Arts Department of Dyson College
of Arts and Sciences at Pace Univer-
sity. She has presented one-woman
shows about Molly Picon and the
songs of World War II at the library
and throughout the tri-state area. Her
accompanist, Lena Panfilova, is a
graduate of the Moscow Conserva-
tory. She has performed as a col-
laborative pianist with many musi-
cians and has given numerous solo
and chamber concerts in Russia,
across Europe and in America.

The popular Cardio/Toning Exer-
cise Series will return on Tuesdays,
September 25, October 2 and Octo-
ber 9, at 7 p.m. Registration is lim-
ited but is now open to Westfield
resident cardholders and MURAL
patrons. Designed for beginners to
experienced exercisers, this class
combines low-impact aerobics with

calisthenics to provide a complete
workout in an hour. Participants
should bring a mat or towel, and
hand weights for toning the upper
body, if desired. Librarian/fitness
enthusiast Mary Piekarski will lead
the class. Participants can sign up
for one, two or three sessions.

“Rough Animals” author Rae
DelBianco will visit the library on
Wednesday, September 26, at 7 p.m.
She will speak about her book and
the process of writing and getting
published.

Growing up in Bucks County, Pa.,
Ms. Delbianco began raising livestock
at age 8 and founded a beef cattle
operation at 14. She attended Duke
University on a Robertson Scholar-
ship, and later attended Curtis Brown’s
novel-writing course in London. She
has lived in Mountainside for the past
four years with her 88-year-old grand-
mother in order to write.

The music and the author talk are
open to Westfield Memorial Library
and MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 44 librar-
ies that are part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agreement Librar-
ies. Interested persons are invited to
visit the Westfield Memorial Library
website, wmlnj.org, and click on the
“About Us” tab to see if their library
is a MURAL participant. To register
for either program, visit wmlnj.org
and click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

Center For Hope Auxiliary
Announces Fashion Show

SCOTCH PLAINS — Tickets are
now on sale for the Center for Hope
Hospice and Pall iat ive Care
Auxiliary’s 21st Annual Fashion
Show and Luncheon to be held on
Sunday, October 21. The event will
be hosted from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
the Pines Manor, located at 2085
Lincoln Highway, Edison.

Each year this event is attended
by approximately 400 women,
many who have returned year after
year to enjoy the fashions, lun-
cheon, prizes, raffles and camara-
derie. The fashions this year will
be offered by Lord & Taylor. Mu-
sic and commentary throughout the
event will again be provided by
“DJ Nick at Nite.”

Among the highlights of the af-
ternoon is the 100 baskets that are
donated by the Auxiliary member-
ship and friends and are raffled off
during the event. There also is a
Grand Raffle which will award a
$2,000 Visa Gift Card, a 55-inch
smart TV and a $500 ShopRite Gift
Card. Additionally, there will be a

50/50 drawing and a chance to win
the “Gift Card Apron” worth more
than $900 in various gift cards.

Tickets for the fashion show are
$65 and can be purchased by call-
ing Elaine Pisano at (732) 359-
7362. Information also can be ob-
tained at the Hope Chest, located
at 26 Prospect Street, Westfield.

All proceeds from the fashion
show directly benefit the Center
For Hope Hospice and Palliative
Care, located at 1900 Raritan Road,
Scotch Plains. The center offers
end-of-life care to terminally ill
patients and also palliative care to
patients with chronic conditions at
two inpatient centers in Scotch
Plains and Elizabeth and also in a
patient’s home.

Each year the Auxiliary raises funds
through various fundraisers and also
through its thrift store, the Hope Chest
in Westfield. New Auxiliary mem-
bers are always welcome. For infor-
mation, visit the Hope Chest, call the
store at (908) 233-9973 or visit the
center’s website, centerforhope.com.

SP-F Historical Soc.
Plans ‘Show and Tell’
SCOTCH PLAINS — The season

opener of the Historical Society of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood on Tues-
day, September 25, will be the plat-
form for some local historians to
“show and tell” recent acquisitions
by the Osborn Cannonball House
Museum in Scotch Plains, such as a
reflector oven and a bed warmer.

Members of the community are
invited to bring their own antiques,
pictures, stories and memories to
share. They can even try to stump
other attendees with unusual items.

This meeting is free and open to
everyone, and guests are welcome.
It will start at 7:30 p.m. at the Shady
Rest Scotch Hills Country Club,
located at 820 Jerusalem Road and
the corner of Plainfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains. Refreshments will
follow the program. For further in-
formation, call Connie Klock at
(908) 232-9489.

Library Slates Discussions
On ‘Great American Read’

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Great
American Read (TGAR) is now hit-
ting its stride, both on PBS and at the
Scotch Plains Public Library. PBS
will air new episodes about TGAR
every Tuesday at 8 p.m. through Oc-
tober 23. The library, which was one
of 50 public libraries nationwide to
receive a grant from PBS and the
American Library Association, has
planned several programs including
discussions related to each episode
and the books that were highlighted
therein.

The first discussion will be held on
Friday, September 21, at 10 a.m.,
following the airing of “Who Am I?”
on September 18 on PBS. The second
discussion will be held on Thursday,
September 27, at 7 p.m., following

the airing of the episode “Heroes” on
September 25 at 7 p.m. on PBS. Reg-
istration is not required for these dis-
cussions. Light refreshments will be
served.

Programming for TGAR is offered
as part of a grant from the American
Library Association and PBS. More
information about The Great Ameri-
can Read, including how to vote for
favorite titles, can be found at pbs.org/
greatamericanread.

For more information, go to
scotlib.org, e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the Reference Desk. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue in the center of the township.

Fishing Derby Is Saturday
For Special-Needs People

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders invites
residents to participate in the Fall
Fishing Derby for People with Spe-
cial Needs taking place this Satur-
day, September 22, at Echo Lake
Park in Mountainside. This event is
free of charge and runs from 10 a.m.
until 1 p.m.

“This is a wonderful way to cel-
ebrate the last days of warmer
weather in our parks,” said Free-
holder Chairman Sergio Granados.
“We invite residents young and old
to come and enjoy the outdoors at
this fun event.”

The Newark Bait and Fly Casting
Club will co-sponsor the fishing derby
and will provide a hot dog lunch as
well as organizing contests. Prizes
will be awarded to participants.

The fishing derby is open to all
ages. Chairs and fishing poles will be
provided but participants are wel-
come to bring their own. The rain
date for this event is Sunday, Septem-
ber 23, from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m.

Pre-registration is required for
this event. To register or to learn
about other events planned by the
Office for People with Special
Needs, visit ucnj.org/opsn-reg or
call (908) 527-4781.

The Office for People with Special
Needs partners with community cen-
ters, schools, colleges, YMCAs, busi-
nesses, support organizations and
volunteer groups to present recre-
ation programs at county facilities as
well as locations in various munici-
palities. Programs are for ages 5
through adult.

Pool-Fitness Center
Holding Registration
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Pool and Fitness Center has an-
nounced that registration for its 2018-
2019 Winter/Conversion Member-
ships is ongoing at the Centennial
Avenue Complex. Registration for
both Cranford residents and non-resi-
dents is done in person.

Registration and picture identifi-
cation hours are as follow: Monday
and Wednesday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.;
Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8:30
p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., and
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Summer members must register
before Wednesday, October 31, to
receive the discounted fee when con-
verting summer to annual member-
ship. The winter season begins on
Monday, September 24.

For more information, visit
cranfordnj.org or call the Swim Pool
Utility at (908) 709-7260.

All American Chris Herren, a basketball legend from Fall 

River, Massachusetts, who played for the Boston Celtics 

will be sharing his story of substance abuse with our 

local community. Chris will discuss how he overcame 

obstacles; he will take you on a journey regarding his life 

story, his struggles with substance abuse, and where he 

is now today. He has changed his entire life and puts 

sobriety and family first.  Chris shares this in his memoir, 

Basketball Junkie, and was in the Emmy-nominated ESPN 

Films Documentary Unguarded.   

Our local communities are proud to host this 

presentation so that we can all learn something from 

Chris’s experiences   We welcome all

parents, students, and local communities to attend this 

special event. 
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