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Call today to set up your private tour. 877-395-1715

Your Life, Your Plan, Your Life Plan Community

Living well is easy at Fellowship Village. Here, you’ll enjoy  
maintenance-free living, farm-to-table dining, a variety of amenities 
to encourage a robust social calendar and good friends to share 
great times with.  After all, living well is the best kind of wellness.

You’re going to love our approach to “wellness.” 

8000 Fellowship Road
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

    ways
           to live well.

Explore our new website! 
FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

Snookered By Booker; Law And Order
Matter Big Time!

What then should be made of Senator
Booker on the third day of the Senate
Judiciary Committee hearing on the
Kavanaugh nomination stating, “I know-
ingly violated the rules that were set
forth, and I’m told that the committee
confidential rules have knowing conse-
quences. I am going to release the email
about racial profiling, and I understand
that the penalty comes with potential
ousting from the Senate. I openly invite
and accept the consequences of my team
releasing that document right now.”

Senate Majority Whip Cornyn warned
Senator Booker that disclosing confiden-
tial Senate business risked expulsion from
the Senate. Senator Booker nevertheless
released 28 documents marked “commit-
tee confidential!”

Senate Majority Leader McConnell two
days later, “When you break the Senate
rules, it’s something the Ethics Commit-
tee could take a look at.” Senator Booker,
“I have really two words to say to Mitch
McConnell if he wants to do ethics charges
-- bring it!”

Article I, Section 5 (2) of the Constitu-
tion permits the Senate to “punish its
members for disorderly behavior, and,
with the concurrence of two-thirds, expel
a member.”

Senate Rule XXXIX, Paragraph 5
states, “Any Senator…who shall disclose
the secret or confidential business or pro-
ceedings of the Senate” shall be punished
with “expulsion from the body.”

The Senate like any organization would
become a shambles without respect for its
rules and procedures. Who among us has
not consulted Robert’s Rules of Order?

The Senate should consider expelling
Senator Booker or at least censuring him
to discourage other Senators from violat-
ing Senate rules. Indeed Senator Hirono

also made public “committee confiden-
tial” documents without Judiciary Com-
mittee permission.

Senate Minority Leader Schumer tweeted,
“I stand w/ Judiciary Committee Democrats
who are well within their rights to release
these very important documents that a former
Kavanaugh deputy designed as ‘committee
confidential’.” But what would happen if
Senators Booker, Hirono, and Schumer-all
lawyers gave a federal jury inadmissible
evidence in violation of Rule 103 (d) of the
Federal Rules of Evidence?

(Is New Jersey to become a laughing
stock because of the ethical lapses of its
two United States Senators? In April the
Senate Ethics Committee in a letter signed
by all its members “severely admonished”
Senator Menendez for “knowingly and
repeatedly” accepting “gifts of signifi-
cant value from Dr. Melgen without ob-
taining required Committee approval,”
failing “to publicly disclose certain gifts
as required by Senate Rule and federal
law,” and using his “position as a member
of the Senate to advance Dr. Melgen’s
personal and business interests.”)

Our country has long suffered from the
unauthorized release of classified informa-
tion, including “The Report of the Office of
the Secretary of Defense Vietnam Task
Force” (“The Pentagon Papers”), Snowden
making National Security Agency docu-
ments public, Julius and Ethel Rosenberg
giving United States atomic secrets to the
Soviet Union, and leaks from The White
House whoever occupies The Oval Office!

Rules and procedures must not fall
prey to partisan politics, political grand-
standing, or ideology.

No one, not even a United States Sena-
tor, is above the law.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

We Promise That Every Voice Will Be
Heard, And That All Are Welcome

My name is Sean Benoit I am writing
on behalf of myself, and Michael Ince
We are both running for town council in
Garwood.

In the August 23, 2018 editorial of The
[Westfield] Leader, it was expressed that
“the towns in which we live belong to all
of us, whether we be elected or appointed
representatives, property owners or ten-
ants, newcomers or having roots in the
community for generations.” We com-
pletely agree with that sentiment, and we
believe that especially applies here in
Garwood. Whether you have lived in
Garwood your whole life, or moved here
last month, we are all one community. We
live our lives here together, and that means
Garwood belongs to all of us.

Every resident’s voice matters to us.
Too often we have heard talk about how if
you haven’t lived here long enough, or if
you don’t own property here in Garwood,
your voice doesn’t matter. But by listening
to both homeowners and tenants, we can
figure out what our town needs, what the
concerns of the town are, and address
them. We can get everyone involved.
Garwood has a tradition of volunteerism.
Whether it be for such long-standing insti-
tutions like the Garwood Fire Department
and First Aid Squad, or newer groups like
the Garwood Green Team. By showing
newcomers that they have a voice, we can
encourage them to volunteer, to give their
time to this town and hope that they’ll
make it their adoptive hometown.

Neither one of us was born here, nor
have we lived here for decades. However,
we were warmly welcomed here when we

moved in. From the neighbors that intro-
duced themselves before the first piece of
furniture was inside our homes, to the first
council candidates knocking on our door
during the election season. We were wel-
comed. We were made to feel that our
voices mattered. Garwood became our
home, and when the time came to figure
out how we could give back to our new
home, we both decided to run for council.

One of the ways that we envision trying
to make Garwood more inclusive is to hold
informal town-hall meetings several times
throughout the year and to notify residents
of the meetings by mail and online. For
instance, Garwood is about to get more
revenue and dedicated community devel-
opment money, so we want all residents to
have the opportunity to share their opinion
on how best to use the money. We would
hold these meetings on dates and times
that are more convenient for residents to
attend. This way the Council can hear
directly from any and all residents in order
to get people more involved in helping to
make decisions that affect us all.

We want Garwood to be an inclusive
community, not a community with one-
way roads leading out so no one new can
ever come here. If you elect Michael Ince
and Sean Benoit to Garwood Borough
Council this fall, we promise that every
voice will be heard, and that we will make
sure Garwood welcomes all that choose to
make Garwood their home.

Michael Ince
Sean Benoit

Garwood Council Candidates (D)

Letters to the Editor

Making A Special Anniversary
Donation To WUF

Please Take A Few Minutes And Let
The Health Department Know

Town residents have an opportu-
nity to have their voices heard. The
Westfield Board of Health encour-
ages residents to visit the Westfield
Regional Health Department website
at www.westfieldnj.gov/health to take
a short survey. The purpose of the
survey is to help the department focus
on areas of community need and im-
prove public health. Please take a few

minutes and let the department know
what you think.

The next meeting of the Westfield
Board of Health will be on Monday,
October 1 at 5 p.m. in the Westfield
Municipal Building; the public is in-
vited to attend.

Thomas O’Neill, President
Westfield Board of Health

This year the Westfield United Fund
is celebrating 80 years of helping
people in our community. We are
grateful to Mayor Brindle and the
Town Council for their resolution of
appreciation, and to all of the many
Westfield residents who have sup-
ported the WUF over the years.

We invite everyone in the commu-

nity to consider making a special an-
niversary donation to help us kick off
our next 80 years of service to the
community. Please go to
westfieldunitedfund.org to learn more
about our work in the community.
Together We Make a Difference!

Jon Walker, President
WUF Board of Trustees

The Lack of Rail Services Does Not
Allow Garwood to Be Competitive

[I] Mayor Charles Lombardo of
Garwood have joined with Mayors of
towns along the Raritan Valley Line
(RVL) to petition Governor Phil
Murphy and members of the Senate
and Assembly to address deteriorat-
ing train service and specifically, the
lack of peak hour one-seat rides for
RVL customers.

In a letter to the elected officials,
DOT Commissioner Diane Gutierrez-
Scaccetti and NJ Transit Director
Kevin Corbett, the RVL Mayors Coa-
lition noted that ridership levels on
RVL are comparable and in some
cases exceed other lines that have
multiple direct stops.

In addition the letter stated that
RVL riders must switch trains and
change platforms in Newark, adding
35 minutes to their commute and too
often missing the connecting train.

[I] support this great effort not only
because it is critical to Garwood for
its economic health, investment and
vitality, but also it is important to the
surrounding towns.

The lack of direct services to
Garwood from NY Penn Station and
vice versa does not allow Garwood
the ability to be competitive, to at-
tract home buyers and renters to our
town, considering the new redevel-
opment projects, located within walk-
ing distance to the Raritan Valley
Line.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr,
Coalition co-chair, said the Mayors
understand the many serious issues
facing NJ Transit but expressed con-

cern that better service for RVL will
be overlooked.

“As Mayors, we represent more than
23,000 residents who use the train
daily and we owe it to them to push for
better service. In addition, towns on
the RVL will be at a disadvantage to
complete in the residential and com-
mercial markets” said Mayor Mahr.

Last week, Mayor Shelley Brindle
of Westfield accompanied Martin
Robins, director emeritus of the
Vorhees Transportation Center, who
testified during the hearings on NJ
Transit. Mayor Brindle explained that
the recent letter is a part of an overall
strategy planned by the Mayors Coa-
lition to leverage the collective voices
of the 23 mayors across the Raritan
Valley Line municipalities to advo-
cate for change.

“We are building a comprehensive
legislative strategy that will entail a
number of meetings with local and
state-level lawmakers in September
and we are steadfast in our commit-
ment, not only to improving the com-
muting experience but, by extension,
maximizing the economic opportuni-
ties that equitable one-seat ride would
provide for the Raritan Valley Line
municipalities,” said Mayor Brindle,
who is also a co-chair along with
Bound Brook Mayor Robert Fazen.

Charles Lombardo
Mayor of Garwood

Kean Seeks to Improve
Transparency of Agencies

Bills Would Reform Penalties
For Driving Offenses

TRENTON — Senate Minority Leader
Tom Kean (R-21st, Westfield) will intro-
duce legislation to improve transparency
at independent agencies and authorities
of the state, including NJ Transit, the
Turnpike Authority, Motor Vehicle Com-
mission, Schools Construction Corpora-
tion, and the Casino Reinvestment De-
velopment Authority.

“Despite a crisis of mismanagement
at NJ Transit that calls for greater scru-
tiny of its operations, the Murphy Ad-
ministration has stemmed the flow of
critical information to make it more dif-
ficult for the public and the media to act
as watchdogs,” Mr. Kean said. “This
new level of secrecy is designed to hinder
oversight, which is contrary to the
Governor’s promise to increase trans-
parency. A legislative solution is called
for that forces the shadow governments
at New Jersey’s expansive independent
agencies and authorities into the light.”

A recent report by WNYC detailed how
the Murphy Administration has replaced
the detailed information that was once
provided in public agendas for NJ Transit
board meetings with little more than brief
descriptions, making it increasingly diffi-

cult to understand the purpose and cost of
proposals under consideration.

Mr. Kean said the drastic reduction is
clearly evident in a comparison of the
agenda for Transit’s most recent board
meeting on September 12, 2018 with
the agenda from a meeting a year earlier
on September 7, 2017.

According to WNYC, the Murphy
Administration defended limiting the re-
lease of information by claiming that other
agencies operate in a similar fashion.

“The Murphy Administration is wrong
to suggest that rolling back transparency
at one agency is justified because others
haven’t been held to the same standard,”
Mr. Kean said. “The solution is to in-
crease accountability at all of the institu-
tions where it is lacking. Legislative
action is clearly needed to guarantee that
uniform standards of increased transpar-
ency are achieved across the board.”

The new legislation being drafted by
Mr. Kean would increase transparency
at the state’s independent agencies by
requiring the release of detailed agen-
das and supporting documentation to
ensure the opportunity for appropriate
public review.

TRENTON – A bill sponsored by
Senators Kip Bateman (R-16th,
Somerville) and Nicholas Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden) to change or eliminate
certain penalties for convictions of driv-
ing in an unsafe manner has been ap-
proved by the Senate Transportation
Committee.

The bill, S-661, clarifies when pen-
alty points are to be assessed for con-
victions of driving in an unsafe man-
ner. More specifically, it would revise
the manner in which motor-vehicle pen-
alty points are imposed for violations.
The bill would modify the current struc-
ture so that:

Upon the third conviction for unsafe
driving, penalty points would only be
assessed only if this offense occurred
within five years of the second convic-
tion; and upon a fourth or subsequent
conviction, penalty points are only to
be assessed only if the preceding con-
viction occurred less than five years
prior.

The fine for a fourth or subsequent
offense would also be $500.

“The time has come to take a closer

look at our penalties for certain driving
infractions, while still encouraging safe
driving,” Sen. Scutari said. “The laws
we have on the books are often exces-
sive in punishment, and disproportion-
ately affect people of lower income.
We need to give people more chances
to make amends.”

Current law provides that a person
convicted of a third or subsequent mo-
tor vehicle offense would be subject to
the assessment of points. The fine for
fourth or subsequent offenses is be-
tween $200 and $500. Current law also
states that any vehicle registered in
New Jersey must be covered by motor
vehicle liability coverage.

The Senate also passed a second bill,
S-662, which provides for reduction or
elimination of a one-year suspension
of a driver’s license for driving while
uninsured if there was no vehicle acci-
dent or personal injury, or if the person
provided satisfactory proof of insur-
ance at the time of the hearing.

S-661 passed by a vote of 5-0. S-662
was approved by a vote of 4-0, with one
abstaining. It next goes to the full Senate.


